
L A ·B O ·R ':A C T I O N  October 3, 

CP lea,/11,:s. Out· ta ·11t1e oi·&a 
(lpposition UE Laclll in (l,ita!Jll 

' . 

HMU lndepe11tkents > • 

(Continued from page 1)  
of national shipping rules, uni•on con­
stitution or union policies-maximum 
penalty, expulsion." The opposition, 
which had clearly shown that it could 
muster more than the one-third nec­
essary to defeat any undemocratic 
change proposed by the a.,;lministra­
tion, was caught off guard when this 
was proposed and· i t  was carried . 

union literature without union 
stamp or sanctit>n be'fr�ected for 
distribution aboard all American flag 
contracts vessels." -\ ')' 

The Curran machine is now going 
i ts old StaUnist friends one better. 
Had the CP administration been able 
to put across such a policy they 
would have been able to perpetuate 
themselves in office, arid th,e rank 
and 'file and its groups could never 
have distributed literature, siate or 
statements of members that were 're­
jected by their Stalinist editors of 
the union newspaper, The Pilot. Ev­
ery leading anti-Stalinist would· have 
been out of the NMU today. 

Court. The confusion that wilr then 
follow, if the union does not mobilize 
itself in advance, will have tragic 
consequences. 

If the comp@onies a!)d the govei'I)• 
ment break the hiring hall and rotary 
sbippJ.ng, tJ:1ey wiu ·h,we J>r.oJ,ren i�e
back of the union. Curran knows
this, but he and his right-wing0' ma­
chine did not see fit to w�ti• pi�
tiP1e of the conven,tlon py 1!:y.f�g 
p_lans· to · m11biLize the meiJ:ib1e):s�)p 
for this eventual struggle. The ex­
cuse for this strange oµiissiqp was 
that '-'you can't pressure the Supreme 
Court." 

By ELI MALLET cidal policies of -�he international 
. have been pers'eeuted and purged. 

Cl.nC:AGO-The-specialized talent 'for ·The UE has been turned into an or-
"disorganizing the organized" which- ganizatio� where. criticism of policy
is display.ed by the Stalinists in the or leadership is taniamount to trea­
lab.or movement has been .shown no- son. No person is entrusted with lead­
where bet�er than here in the <;:hi- ersltip unless he has demonstra.ted 
cago area m the ranks of the Umted 

• u�questioning devotion to the Stalin­
Electrk,al Work�rs CUE) . . � • •• ist line. The entire resources of the

Under · the mihtant �Jslead�rsl�ip_ ' 
• Intern.;,tionaJ union a-re being devoted

of '.':Commissar" Ernest DeMa10, Jts 
' to internal warfar_e, witchhunts and

pres�qent, the UE District 11  has su_cc . character assassinations. • . 
ceded ;in _losing 25 per cent of 1

_
t� 

.
,.
. 
In th� l l th District (Illinois, Wis­membership m Jess than t_wo years. 

consin ·•Minnesota) the best example and it is commonly �red1cled_ that oI St�Jini;t {nethods, skullduggery 
the · bulk ?f the r�mau;de�- :

111 J: and outright viciousness has occurred gone by ,_ nex_t �eat . un ess t e ' il'l connection with Local 1 121, a smallsuceee<ils m nddmg itseli of t�e Sta- • local of 400 members in two shops. linist noose which has been t1ghtel\" 
ing around its neck for the past ten TERROR METHODS IN UE 
years. Local 1 1 2 1. wh ich is the oldest loca \ 

About 10,000 members in more than union in the district and which has 15 shops. �vpich wer.e formerly under , been traditiona'lly critical of the 
eo)Jtr'act· with'>the ·UE · here are now Kremlih gang, has been suspended 
in the AFL, in other CIO unions or recently by orde1· of the international 
are without any union repi·esenta.tion . executive board .. This is the latest · 
whatsoever. move i rt  a long series of maneuvers 

1')\e ••• most important factor in which were :tried in attempt after 
bri.n�,ihg •. ,about this· disastrous state attempt to crush its independence · 
of•iaff-ai:1·s .has undoubtedly been the and force it into unquestioning ac­
dogma:.tic,· ret.usal Cup to the recent . ceptance of the International's poli­
con�ention) • of the Stalinist leader:, cies . 
.(l\�tles; ·.Em�p?k & Co.) to allow · th.e ,. In spite of having achieved the UE

. to �e· certified by 
.. 
the �LRB; �;.. ,· •l)igl)es� wage scales and best con­their i efusal, the�e . laboi leaaei s • • tracts in the important Chicago radio have left the UE ' wide open for at_- • a:nd Atiorescent ' fixture industries, Lo­'tacks by the employers, by othf:!r ! cal 1 121's jurisdiction was restrictedunions, by the govern_ment and by by the International to the point reactionary elements w1thrn the rarik, 

where it could do no independent
and file. ·�rganizing at all.
CP WRECK,J::RS 'AT WORK· •• , - , . For aligning itself with the anti-

In Chicago, which has a large Cath.- Stalinist faction in the UE the local 
olic population as well as some of the , was "invest{gate'd;, and persecuted by 
most reactionary newspapers and the International and district council. 
AFL un ions in the country, the UE , · V_s offi��rs were - a'ttacked and sto�l­
has \:leen mercilessly flayed as "Con1�. :./>f_ geonJ, and agents were planted_ rn
munist-controlJed.'' The bosses a1:� ;l  .. its sbop,s by the Stalm1sts. Orgamzer 
out to r.lj  themselves of the UE an��.,,after organizer w:is assigned to "do " 
.are · having a Rom;in holidoy. Aided. i.o,b" on tl,e local. 
br the a:iti-rcd h,/fleri:, �wccpin,{ the, A crisis ·was rea.clteil in January of 

. country and t!J<? .. fact that the UE bas t�is year when the p.resident and . • 
·" no stan<;ling in Cto circles in the Chi- business agent of t-he local, Al Fine-
• · cago area (thq UE pulled out of the . man, an anti-Stalinist leader and out-

.. ¢ro City Council some · years back, spo'ken crjtic of the DeMaio forces, 
alo.l)g with the other Stalinist · led was brought up on phony charges by 
unipns), the bosses are. throwing the of couple of CP stooges in the local. 
Taft-ij:a.riley book at the UE with Fineman was exonerated by unani-

trict council, where a hand-picked 
trial commfttee reversed the local's 
findings, and ordered Fineman ex-
pelled from the UE. ' • 

The membership of Local 1121 
could not stomach such high-handed 
tactics and promptly rejected th.e ex­
pulsion order. Furthermore, they pro­
ceeded to demonstrate their faith in 
Fineman by renominating _him to the 
local presidency by a 4-to-l majority. 
The entire anti-Stalinist slate was 

placed in office, i n  a heated campaign 
in which the district staff engaged in 
an all-out attack on the Fineman 
group. 

AFL REACTIO'N BENEFITS 
Having failed to oust the 'local lead­

ership by. democratic methods, the 
Stalh1ists then resorted to hoodlum 
tactic�, terrorizing the local mem­
bership meetings and trying lo take 
over the local illegally. 

However, this stupid . policy only 
resulted in further arousing the local 
membership and created much bad 
publicity for DeMaio. Thereupon the 
"militant" Stalinists turned to the 
court's, where they are currently 
seeking an injunction to restrain 
Fineman from acting as local pres i­
dent or representative. 

During the course of th is interne­
cine warfare, the IBEW-AFL saw an 
opportunity to make some hay. An 
NLRB election was held at the Mit­
chell -Manufacturing ~Company plant 
and "Umbrella Mike"· Boyle was suc­
ces,sful in winning the shop-a prize 
which he had been angling for every 
ye�r since 1941, when it was first 
organized by Local 11 21. 

The responsibility for th.is addition­
al loss to one of the most rea.ctionar:y, 
racketeer-ridden .unions in the city
lies with Ernest DeM.aio, who had 
written to the Mitchell Company de­
manding that it cease to deal with 

A Slow B.o,cat to Truman 
I I • ,, -

• Senator Glen Taylor, Henry Wal-
lace's running mate last yea1·, an­
nouncing he intends to 1.·un for re­
election to the Sen.ate in 1950 as a 

Democrat, went to congratulate Pres-

t!1c cluly-clected representatives · of 
· the local union. The company, of
course, was only too· glad to com­
ply and proceeded to termina.te its 
contract with· 1121, and would not 
even �eet witn"the union on g!·iev­
ances.

Eventualy the workers in the shop
were so completely demoralized and
confused ,that they sought 1·elief by 
voting for the nice, ''peaceful" IBEW.
(To further sal;>otage the local in its
atteinpt to · save the shop from the
!BEW, the international executive
board voted to issue a separa le local
charter to the Mitchell plant-in the
event the IBEW was beaten by a "No"
vote!)

By tuspen'ding Local 1121 from the
UE, the Stalihi�ts hope to provqke
the local into leaving the UE, there­
by relieving themselves of a ·center
of resistance to their monolithic as­
pirations.

The situ·atfon in the Chicago area
is, of course, being duplicated around
the country. The inevitable result can 

only be destruction of the UE as a
significant force in the American la­
bor movenient as long 2s ils rnle-or­
ruin leadership remains what it is. 

It should be pointed out,· however, 
that the most underhanded method 
·was used in slipping this in. Here­
tofore all changes proposed by the 
constitution committee were distrib­
uted on mimeographed sheets to the 
c.Qnvention delegates. This additional 
offense and penalty were read off 
sud<;!enly when more than one hour 
of dtscussion of this section of the 
constitution had been cbmpleted. The 
vote toqk place shorqy after. Curran 
and · his right-wing · :kien.ds � in the 
union showed that they learned 
thefr lessons well in their ten-year 
sojo1,1rn in the Stalinist movement. 

• Shortly after this "sleep.er" was 
slipped iu, a series of union, policy 
resolutions ·was introduced which 
tried to fill the gap left bY. the ina­
bility of the right wing to- pass, their 
undemocratic amendments. One of 
the most flagrant of these resolutions 
called on the membersl;lip to "take 
every step to root it [Communists and 
their philosophy] out 11f our union 
completely· along with any other 
subversive group." 

. A second read: "Resolved: that all 

The most important single question 
facing the union, namely the ques­
tion of· the hiring hall, was dealt 
with in a very irresponsible way by 
the administration. It simply reaf­
ilrmed its stand of' "no compromise" 
on the issue BUT took no pains to • 
discuss the question any further nor 
to lay the basis for the struggle that 
_ wiJJ undoubtedly take place on this 
issue within the next six months. 

It is recognized by everyon· e in 
maritime that the· Supreme Court, 
which has to make a ruling on the 
question of the hiring hail within the 
next few months, will undoubtedly 
find it illegal under the provisions of 
the Taft-Hartley Law. The sh ipping 
companies, aware of the conservative 
policies of the union leadership, will 
probably take immediate steps to en­
force the findings of the Supreme 

All the amendments and res.o�u­
tions that come out of this conven• 
tion must be submitted to the mem­
bership for a referendum vote.' . The
Independent Caucus has pledge.ct i.t­
self to continue the' fight by carr�lng 
it to the NMU membershjp and -urg­
ing it to vote down the bvreaU<;rat.i­
zation of the union. The way the �­
dependent Caucus conducts this fight 
will determ ine the NMU's future. 

If it funcllons as a tl·uly liND�­
PENDENT caucus opposi;,g the rigb:t• 
wing administration and making ·no 
compromise with Stalinism, it cacn 
win the overwhelming support of tbe 

·membership. If the lndepe_nden.t Cau­
cus does otherwise, only Curran c.an 
win. Any compromise with the CP
or its front organizations :wi�in the
union will autohlatically link the. I.n­
dependents with the splitti'ng policy
of the CP within the .CIO today.

Bell Strikers Tighten '.Up: 
( Continued from _page I I 

ity: Can the Bell stri'kers win? 
The most crucial factor in a long 

strike is whether or not the ranks 

of the strikers remaiJ1 solid. If a com­
pany succeeds in getting large num­
bers of strij{ers to return to work, 
the strike is lost. A,fter 16 weeks of 
ballyhoo in .the press, after the mass 

• arrests, the inj unctions, the mounted
police -.and ,the arming•,of scabs, pnly
around 250. production workers have 
gone l;>ack 'to .. work. • 

er unions. The Bell workers have 
been receiving some $8,0j)0· per week 
from the UAW international office. 
This sum is unprecedented in the 
Reuther administratio.n for a local ·of 
this size. Collections netting thou­
sands of dolla.rs have · be·en made by 
Bell workers at the gates of CIO 
plants throughout the city. 

The executive committees of our 
General Motors locals in Buffalo 
voted to' assess their membei;ship one 
dollar pe� rho'nth to s'uppor{ t�� Bell 

• stri'lt'ers. ' The' tir'st .'GM local to·· meet
• on this question supportei:l.' its' · exec­
• utive' bo�rd unanimously';'° $21'00 was 
delivered by General Motors Local 
424 to Local 501 this week. 

say or .do from morn till night for stand at this point. By the end of ·_the 
better than 112 days, Currents and two weeks the international, the local 
cross-currents affect the leadership leadership and the ranks had proved 
as well as .the ranks. The successful to ellch other and to themselves t�t 
"march" into and out of the Bell plant each was equally willing to fight. The 
is already written large i n  the annals resolution to drop all "concessions)• 
of labor history. Their stirring exe- to ,the company and · to negotiate in 
cution of the two-day demonstration the' future on the original demartds 
which shut Bell Aircraft down tight was the result. 
also demonstrates their ability. Local 501 is not eonteQting" i.t!ieJ.J 

i.n:ip,urii .ty. mous votes of the local trial commit-� 
Local leaders who have bad the tee and the local membershjp. How­

co.urage to speak up aga.inst the su_i- ,,,, �v,cr, an appeal was made to the dis-

• ident Trum'an on his 1948 election 
victory. Asked . by reporters if he \ 
wasn't a little late, Taylor replied: 

These men have been drawn from,
two sources: ( l )  They are new · hires,
me1 .1 :who worked at Bell for three or
four weeks before the strike. (2) 
They. are die-hard anti-union ele­
m'ents in the shop who joined the
union because of the union-shop pro­
visiona,II'hey ean °oeve1." ·even begin

• t9 g_et production, s:tairted -at Bell Air·
c1.·aft. The overwhelming majotity of 
Local 501 •members ha_ve not gone
back to work ; and strangely enough, 
as . th� �if�rilf� ,- "�'e$. pp, the chances .

.

of 'their'• going ,b�c.k to wor.k is · LES­
SENING. Men who originally went
on strike "to be with the boys" are
now dead-set on winning.

The state CIO sent $1000 to sup­
port the Bell strike. Many UAW lo­
ca ls in other areas have pledged $25, 
ij;:,O 0,1· $100 per week for the . dura­
tion of the strike. In addition to aid 
from fellow union ists, most of the 
Bell strikers are receiving $26 per 
week unemployment insurance. 

After the two-day demon_stration, with nice-sounding re'solutii)ns,· ·Five
and as a result of it, there app_eared hundred t11 1000 men-are ,on -the 'pick­
what looked like an 1/PJ>O.rtunity to et line or near the Jllant gates daily. 
settle the strike:' Thi�\ opportliiil.ty' •. The Jtri.ki' con1i'rllttee'; Welfa�e 1�019-
p_resented itself througlJ, .. federal an!l mi.ttee �d (other comm�\teei, ';ir'e'· a� 
state mediators. Counting too heavlly functioning well. 'A Ladies' AuxiU,:ry 
upon their "friends in. :W�shington," has ,been formed in the p�� wf�. 
international representa.tives made The wives of the striker,s a«entled :a 
the mistake of accepting as a basis meeting Monday night, .Septem,bj!r 
for negotiations the c�rppany's six- 26, and saw the UAW film ·· "UnJted 
point ultimatum to �hi)·, �nion. No Action." These same women were on 
matter l)o)v the union came· · out of the picket lines on T-uesday, Sep�m­
�hese negotiations; if th-ey: had been her 21, to show- th�r so11dat'.,1ty ;with 
concluded, it would hay� )lad to lose t;JJ.eir husbands. This is the _ s��e �!1: 
something. For two weeks the gr.eat- con,dltiol). and the SJ>i.ri.t or J,o.cal' soi: 
es.t p�r-t of the discussio�• :W.:ils the de- In normal times such a local· wouldgree of · punishment todie meted out have won its strike hands down. But to the union. ,. • t these are not normal times. No · dis-
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NEW · YORK 

FALL FESTIVAL . A-ND DA NCE 

Featuring ·Re� Clayton 
and his Jum·p��g .Jive Band 

. , 

first N. Y. Pijrforman'ce by 

Leon Del Monte 
' ,, . .  

"Debate .between Thomas _t,:,;r,man .and -Shack M.axman" 

FRIDAY· EVENIN·�· •. NOVEMBER 4 

CARA VAN HALL, 1 10 · East 59 Street, N.Y.C.
' t . .. • •  , , :') .  

h -. 

Admhsio.n $ J .25 

THE BRITISH POLITICA(· ·s·cENE IS PORTRAYED 
EACH WEEK � , ' 

- IN;-:-

THE SOCIALIST LEADER, 
Britain's For�'Mo.sf W.¥eicly' 

Year.l!y 
• 
iSubscripti�'li :,_ -Three Dollars

Sho.rter Peripd� Pro _Rata 

Order from: I "  

S O C I A L I S ,t, ,,,: L E A D E - R  
3 1 8  Regen'fs '?ark Road 

.i . f ," 

Finc.hley, LondQn. , Jf, 3, Englt11nd 

· .•..: • 

1'4TERESTED? Get ·p'c,qpainted wi.th the

Ind.pendent -SoiJa/ist league 
4 Court Square·, Long Island City 1 ,  N. Y. 

□ I want mor.e information -about the ideas and principles
of independ�nt socialism. and the Independent Socialist
League.

O I want, to join the Independent Socialist League. 
• 

Name 
• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •· • • • • • • • • • • •  

Tel . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  .

Address Zone State 

''I . d-idn't want . it to. look like I was 

jumping on· an'yb�ily's bandwa·gon." 
• Obviously a man of principle­
jumps on bandwagons only before 
elections, not after. 

Books - Received 
Received from the . New American 

Library, publisher; · ·of pocket - size 
. Mentor and Si gne, books: 

•The Christian Demand for Social
Justice, edited by Bishop William 
Scal'lett, 128 page�, 25 cents. Signet 
special. 

Science and th'e Moral Life, Max 
Otto, 192 pages, 35 cents. Mentor 
original. 

Intruder in the Dust, by William 
Faulkner, 192 pages, 25 cents. Origi­
nal 'publisher, Random House. A Sig­
net book. 

Ways Out fof" Israel 
To the .Editor: 

In criticism of my article on Israel, 
L.- Shields raises a few points • thai 
have some abstract importance, but 
do not affect the determination of 
Israeli policy. • 

O ) ' 'Shields points to the theoretical 
possiqility that .an oppress�d m ino1>i-ty 
may legitjmately react unfavorably 
to the idea of uniting with other na­
tions (especially its former oppres­
sors) as a result of its historical ex­
periences. Granted. But does that ap­
ply to Israel concretely? The facts 
are that a majority voted, at least 
progrnmmatically, for some form of 
confederation with the Arab peoples. 
I refer to the Mapam and the Mapai. 
The liberal bourgeoisie in general 
and Dr. Weizman in particular accept 
the principle of confederatioR. Even 
the Stern group sometimes talks in 
terms of confederation. 

(2) Pride in statehood is one thing.
Pride alone to the exclusion of the 
vital problems of • the new state is 
another. The citizens of Israel, India 
and Pakfatan, according• to all re­
ports, have this pride and it is I legiti­
mate. The ISL's found ing convention 
recommended favorably a resolution 
that declared that this pr-ide should 
be shared by the international social­
ist and working-cla$s movement since 
we too have a feeling of joy and pride 
when an oppressed minority frees 
itself and especially when it is ac­
complis.hed in b.:ittle against the im­
perialists. B4t that does 'not exhaust 
the subject. Israel has a very impor­
tant problem-a problem that could 
almost be classified as a problem of 
survival. Israel is 11o•N a beleaguere(l 
isle in an Arnb sea. Shields himself 

AID POURS IJ.lf
The phen<l'menen that experienced

labor militants have enco1mtered be­
fore has taken place. Most of the
blowhards and grandstanders, some

of whom appeared prominent in the 
first few days, have long since buc­
kletl and have been replaced by ordi­
nary rank-and-filers whose courage
and .determination have won •them a
place in the secondary leadership.

A second factor in A strike is whe­
ther or not the local union has t,ie
suppoft of the international and oth-

Make .no mistake about- it: the Bell 
\vorke.rs are not havfng an easy tin1e 
of it. Their bills are long overdue, 
their wives are cutting corners, their 
kids are without shoes for ' 'the fall,. 
term. But the Bell strike will not be 
brok�n . for strictly finani:;ial reasons._ , , 

LOW EBB' lS OVER 
The solid ranks of Local 50] , cou­

pled. with the unprecedented financial 
and physical support of their fellow 
unionists, is augmented by a leader­
ship which has proved to the hilt that 
they have courage, audacity, imagina­
tion and-what's more-the ability to 
set out a program and to follow it. 

No group of men leading a strike 
as complex as the Bell strike can be 
100 per cent right in everything they 

The two weeks 0!11 . negotiations cussion of the details of the • -fight be�marked the low ebb of t�� B.i!ll strike. tween Local 501 and Bell Aircraft .?-'r,e day's, re!,�i)ts __ in_ thE\,-1t\�_gotiations , Corporation can· ·be ·understoottl>Witli­w!i!re kept secret
. 
by t/il(;· , m;ediators, , <1ut,invol-v"ing•lhe1narnes- bf tri�;Udi!�the. ranks of Loe.a� 501 were uQeasy, . ·• -state<i f ' Steel Corpo'r'a·tion·, :' t.ltt!�lF'.o.1;d \vorried. • It appeared as thougli. t.he Motor Company and the· ·m1r1E!' �pers representatives of the UAW inte.r- ators. . , 

national -were themselves uneasy. Did 
they know in their own minds whe­
ther or not the ranks would hold out? 
Did they believe that any kind of a 
face - saving settlement should be 
made? 

RANKS REORGANIZE 
We believe that the Bell Corpora­

tion lost its most propitious moment 
by taking an adamant and arrogant 

An extraordinary situation· c;l.e• 
ma'nds extraordi.nary effort. Help for 
the Bell strikers cannot be measured 
in terms of past !tandards. The UAW 
international board, UAW locals · and 
the CIO itself must bear part of tile 
weight of the Bell strike. As for 501; 
all the ingredients are there: guts; 
determination, solidarity. They won't 
take it easy.-but they CAN take it-! 

a/,£� ,(/� 1Qke �.· lfj� • • 

• 
I 

points· to continual possibility of re­
newed warfai•e. 

Some people's pride in statehood . 
may bj! satisfied with a ):>eleag1,1ered 
isle. , But the citizens .and especially· 
the more conscious · elements in Is­
i·ael are no( satisfied w ith 

0

such a 
state of existence. 

(3) In case,there is 1my misunder­
stand_ fo,g, I want •to declare that I be­
liewe the state of Israel has .the right, 
and moreover the duty, to conduct 
diplomatic dealings and even maneu• 
ver with all governments. No other 
position is possible either for a state 
or - for revolutionary socialists. Marx> 
ists live on THIS planet. 

What I did criticize is, to quote 
Shields, "the counterposing of an ap­
peal to the Arab people as against a 
course based on the attitudes of the 
present government." My criticism 
of the Israeli government is pre­
cisely that it counterposes the two 
and relies SOLELY and EXCLU­
SIVELY on diplomacy and attitudes 

. of existing governments. 
The main point of my articles has 

been that MORE is needed, i.e., an 
appeal to the Arab masses that 

. COULD aid Israel in the long run 
a'Qd e\len in its diplomatic moves. 
, 01\e of the saddest facts in the 

: iireient situation is that, despite mili­
tary defeat, the semi • feudal • Arab 
governments are afraid to make peace 
for fear of the reaction of the masses.
This can be eliminated, or at least· 
reduced, by coupling an appealing 
program for the Arab masses in ad­
dition to dealing on a diplomatic 
plane. 

This .i s  the classic lesson of Brest­
Litovsk and of all progressive move­
ments. This approach stems not <lnly 
from theory but from the realities of 

the Near East. The Arab govern­
ments are totally uniike Germany or 
Russia. These are strong and totali­
tarian regimes .. The Arab govern­
ments are weak and UNSTABLE re­
gimes with reported 1,1prest, �1T1ong 
the masses. The Israeli labor. move­
ment can and should attempt to use 
the unrest and channelize it in a pr.o­
gressive direction, for the good of 
both the I&raeli and Arab masses. 
• One oI the greatest problems fac­
ing Isr.ael is how to cease being a 
beleaguered isle in an Arab sea. Such 
a position wiU fo1'ce the small s_tate 
to use an inordinately large por,tion 
of its meagel' resources on unproduc­
tive armaments. How can this be 
done? By relying on the Arab gov­
ernments which, according to Shields, 
are planning a new war? The answer 
is too obvious to need elaboration. 

Ther� are only three w.;ys -��rael 
can survive : (1)  As the beleaguered 
isle. (2) Under the protection of a 
powerful foreign state_ (3) By break­
ing through the hostility of the gov­
ernments and creating a rapproche­
ment with the Arab masset 

The first is not desirabYe nor is 
there any assurance that · it cafi last. 
The changes t!king place in the Arab 
Near East�make it likely that in the 
future Arab numerical superiority 
mny also become military supe.rio' rity. 
The se::ond method is unreliable and 
will deprive the state of any inde­
pendence that· it can be proud of. 
Th,e third, while not guaranteeing· 
victory, offers the only real road to 
freedom and surviva:l, especially 
when one remembers that it does not
e�elude diplomatic maneuvers when 
conducted in such a fashion as to 
aid the only long-term policy that 
Israel needs. Al ·FINDLEY

Yearly on the Vi9il • • •  
To the Editor :  

Indianapolis was the scene of the 
last encampment of the Grand Army 
of the Republic on 'August 30-31, 1949. 
Eighty-three years ago the veterans 
of the Union army· held their first 
encampment in the same city. 

There are 23 Civil War veterans 
alive today. Of the 16 who belol)g 
to the GAR, only six were fit enough 
to attend their last convent'ion. Their 
business was of the simplest. They 
met to commemorate once more the 
heroes, living and dead,. ,Qf the Sec­
ond American Revolution, ar:id ·to ad­
jom:h themselves before time and in­
fi)·mity did this for them. Theµ· talk 
was a compound of tall tales-who 
has a better right to tell, them?-and 
misty recollection. 

"Fit from Bowling Green to N'Aw­
leans." 

"Fit at Russellville." 
"Booth came along and -shot old 

Abe. He ' tried to escape. He retreated 
to a barn. He wouldn't come out. We·· 
set the • barn afire and he never \ap­
peared. There is some '\;elfeted 'he 
killed himself, but we tifrhcid him in
the barn." �•i • • " 

"Old Abe wanted a free �ountry, 
free for black and white'. I'll neve1· 
forgih I voted for him."---

And a dissident grumo1e1'o'11 a rul­
ing against shaking han'ds with the 
aged veterans. "First fu1'l'e;i z,. ever 
knew it to happen . Can't ishak!i)• hands. 
That ain't worth a cent, ��.a;t �notion." 

Words can always be f�d suitable 
for a memorable occasi .ort: i 

"He that outlives this �Y, -and 
comes safe home, 

Will stand a-tiptoe when ,th-is d.iy
is nam'd. 

He that shall live _this day, a,nd· 
see old age, 

Will year-ly on the vigi.J feast }Jis 
nejghbors. 

Old men forget: yet all shall 'be 
forgot, • •• • 

But he'll remember with a�;v,an­
• tages. 
What feats he did that �.ay." 

These are the last of those who 
can testil;v: "Mine eyes hav,e se.en

.
•1;1:ie 

gl01·y." The last of tlto;;e wbo m�r�.IJ.!!�· 
through .Georgia to the sea. The last 
of those who held their rank;· ..;t F��� 
Wagner, and turned th� tid� at Get­
tysburg. 

Salute to the last survivors of the 
Grand Army of America's Antl•Sl��: 
very War. 

• • 

Kate LEON�RD , 

For. iqformalion· al;ouf the 

INDEPENDENT:; 
SOCIALI.ST ·-, 
LEAGUE:· 

Wtite t� fJte, .ISL , 

4 Co11rl Sq1,fare 

Long l$Jt;111� flty· J ,  ·N. Y. · 
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