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Quitk Repeat of 1-H Att Sna,i/ ., Britain Compelled 
To Recognize lsrae.l 
As Maneuvers Fail 

On. Delay Tattits in House, Sei,ijti, 
• 1 

By SUSAN GREEN 
While the center· of the Washing­

ton stage was occupied by President 
Truman this week, noteworthy de­
velopments were taking place in the 
wings. Labor is most interested in 
what has been going on with respect 
to the Taft-Hartley law, which the 
DemQcrats, it is still remembered, 
have pledged to repeal at this session. 
What has been happening in the 
closed sessions of the Senate 'La.bor 
Committee to date worries the labor 
leader-s who have pif)ned their hopes 
to Democratic campaign .promises. 

sltlon or tJie CIO and AFL. Then 
there are the "other Democrats," with 
'Sena.tor ·Elbert D. Thomas, chairman 
of tlie committee, as their spokesman, 
whose attitude ls, "What's the hurry?" 
Finally, among those vociferou�ty 
heard "tro!Jl, .3re the pro-Taft-Hartley 
Republicans,,nost important of whom 

• is Senator Taft himself. 

When the . Senate Labor Committee 
meets again on · January 24, this edi­
fying battle of words will continue. 
In the meantime there hav.e been 
various, predictions as to the earliest 
date the T-H issue may be expected 
to. reach the floor of the Senate, April 
1 being a p1·etty optimistic predic­
tion under the circumstances. And 
Drew · Pearson learns from his "con-

fidential sources" that the Jabot- lead­
ers who staked· t!J.eir all-rather la­
bor's all----<>n the promises of the 
Democratic Par_ty, ha:ve' hit the ceil­
ing. What aid they expect? Perhaps 
the view · up the� will be conducive 
to sobet .. reflectiQns . .

·l •
Among the mahy hundi·eds of bills 

(Continu''a on page 2) 

UA W Conference�. Discusses Pensioll Plans, . 
' . . : . 

By AL FINDLEY 

In the absence of �n orienta­
tion by the Israeli gov�rnment 
toward the Arab masses; peace 
In Palestine depen.ded �,ri the 
,relations between the Israel! 

Tb,e di.vision of forces in the con:i­
mHtee is about as follows: there are 
the left-wing Democrats, headed by 
Senator Pepper of Florida, °wJio want 
T-H repealed immediately wltJl the
simultaneous restoration of tlie Waf•
ner Act. This, by the way, Is the 1:i'o-

On January 19, Senator Pepper gave
notice that at the next session of the
committee to be held on January 21,
he would comp·el a showdown on pro­
cedure. He holds to the view that no
hearings are necessary in the com­
mittee ·because ihe electorate une­
quivocally voted to repeal T-H. He
wants the committee to report out
to the floor of the Senate at once a
measure i:epealing T-H and simulta­
neously r.esto1'ing the Wagner Act.
S.enat.or Thomas, stalling for time,
feels that action on T-H should be 
held over until other legislation of 
a less co.ntro�ersial nature is moved 
along. Th'omas pbints to such legisla­
tion as th'e bill for federal aid to edu­
cation as an e_xample of what should 
be tac]tled before the very hot T-H 
isi,u·e. Pepper retorts that even tbe 
federal aid to education bill has pro­
duced cliv�rgepce of opinion, in­
stanc_ed by tp.e '�_ght over whetlicr or 
n·ot fedei:'al .aid should go to private 
a·nd p;:irocpial schools as well as to 
public • schools. 

Political Activity; Hears Labor Party Plea , government and the govern• 

Says Support 
• Of Kutcher Is

.A Duty for All 
LOS ANGELES-During a luncheon 
talk bef<>:re the newly forme:d South­
ern California Kutcher Civil Riglits 
Committee, Attorney Loren Mill�r. a 
member· of the Executive Board of the 
Los Angeles . chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, stated that it' is the 
duty and ob]jgation . of every Ameri­
can citizen to lend all possible · sup­
p'ort to the strugg"le of the legless ve.t­
eran, James K(ltcher, to regain· · his ' 
human ·and civil rights. 

. • A Purpl� _He,111:t_ .y�_teran who lost
bofh- iegs i'Ecciijifat'ur lfaty in J.'!!�3 • . 
Jlunes ·Kuti:bet w��_-di��li,ar�e?- fro,m I 

h1s job Q's· ·a cleric with the Veterans 
Administration sfilely because of his 
membership in the· Socialist Workprs 
Party. The California National CIO­
PAC, in a letter · congratulating ttfe 
Kutcher Defetjse Committee "on its 
prompt and forthright action in de­
fense of the civil rights of Mr. 
l{utcher," stated "that the right of 
free speech. and the right of 141re­
stricted political activity, until such 
political activity •is proven to be con­
trary to the g�neral welfare of the 
American people, must be upheld for 
all citizens." 

Mei1bers of the Southern California 
Kutcher Civil RigQts Committee in- • 
elude such well known member.s • of 
·the community as author Carey M-c­
Williams, �l Wirin, chief counse.1 for 
the American Civil Liberties . Uhipn,
attorney Clore Warne, Dr. St�lien 
Fritchman of the First Unitarian
Church in Los Angeles, Lee 1'4erri­
wether, chairman of Chapter 24 of the 
American Veter;ms Committee, .Hy­
man Schneid of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers, and Cass Alvin, o!
the United Steel Workers of America.

DELAYING TAC'J,'ICS 
At the Jan.uary 21 meeting of the 

Senate Lab9r Committee, Senator 
Pepper was absent ;:ind his showdov:n 
did . not materialize_ Instead of a 
showdown on . the Pepper proposal 
for -immediate action, the Democratic 
procrastinators g11ined ground. Most 
of the. Democratic me)'Ilbers of the 
committee, while of course in favor 
ot "SJ?e�'o/. . a�tjon" -:-' because di�n•t
they promise that m the campaign 
speeches?-felt they should not at­
t�inpt a: r�visfon. of� T-fi:· wlijlou! · •;a� , 
least. lim'ited hearings." On Fritlby 
�en)!.tor Thomas . seem·ed more opti­
mistic about · delaying decisive action 
on T-H by .giving priority to federal 
aid to library s.ervice, to estab1ishing 

. a national . foundation for scientific 
research, to feder<!,1 aid to education 
-all of which more or less worthy
causes were not the main issues or
the c11mpaign.

In .the -meantime, Senator Taft has 
·deftn�d the • 11_tra,�egy that the Repub­
licans will pursue. He will offer in
committee amendments "one by one."
"If necessar:y," he says, "I will offer 
.all �hi, m�ln•. pro11isions of the Taft­
Hartley law as amendments." While
he . !l�l)ec�s t«;> .. };!e. defeated by the
-Democratic majDrity, each amend­
ment J,rill r�gulre discussion and en­
tail Interminable delay.

Se!)ator Pepper retorts angrily: 
·'.\It's a filibqster. This is the first time
Senator ., 

. .  
Taft h;:is appeared as the 

9ha.mpio(l of fi-li�uster. . . ." Where­
upon Senator T-aft hotly denies the 
charge: '.'It's no - filibuster, It is rather 
a� attempt by Senator Pepper to im­
po:ie , a gag .rule on the Labor Com- ' 
mittee." 

By KEN HILLYER 

MILWAUKEE, Jan. 24 - The 
. immediate formation of 'an in­
dependent labor political or­
ganization in every city and 
town of the United States, 
composed of members of the 
trade unions, was the outsfa_nd­
ing proposal presented to the . 
mo.re than ·2,000 delegates to 
the annual UA W-CIO educa­
tional conference which closed 
its sessions here ori January 23. 

The proposal was enthusias­
tically greeted by the progres­
sive UAW militants in .particu­
lar_ as an outsfandirig step for­
ward. It may have . the most 
far - reaching consequences . for . 
th,e.��..Rc>JJ.t.l�al , £utuve of• ,-the 
Arn����� l_abor move�·ent_·a�d • 
the w.erking class as a whole, 
even though it still falls sub­
stanttally short of the urg�ntiy 
needed Independent Labor 
Party. 

This is the first report that 11·as 
come to us directly from parUcipants 
(IJ. the UAW educational co:0fe11ence. 
It suggests many things of coQSlder• 
able si�nifl.cance in the spheres of po­
litical activity, pension pl�s. ew., 
wlllch reqJ1lre greater elaboratioii �pd 
analysis. Unfortunately, preiis '. r(lp,O�ts 
of the conference were to.o rn.eager 
to .allow us to fill out the - s�ory lo.r
this Issue, We hope to be able to do 
this in our ne;!'t issue. In the rµean• 
time, we should like to add th.ii! in­
forplatioJi to the report here •J?r.fut�: 
105 cop,es of the Ranger p�pbl!'t, 
"Neid - A  Labor Party," ,_re(){l�HY 
published by the Workers Party, were 
sold to delega,tes.-Ed, 

Other problems of:,,key importance 
were closely considered by sessions 
especially devoted to them, above 

' 
MANY VIEWS PRESENTED 
. The proposal for an independent 

labor poiiti'cal organization, separate 
and_ apart from the Democratic apd 
Republican Party ma�hines, was first 
made in the opening address deliv­
ered to the conference by UAW Pi·es­
ident WaJter P. Reuther. 

· The panel on political action beard
ciiffe'rent points of view. These ranged
·ftpm the : tormj!r Socialist. Andy Ble­
miller, wlio begged the delegates to
wo�k within the Democratic Party 
throug):l P;AC, :through PAC Director
Jack Kroll, who advocated "reward 
�QUr irlen�s ·. and punish your ene­
ttpes,'.' }p qutrig�t advoc:�y �f a La­
})or Pa.l'ty, ,a:nd an outline of the pro­
jected formation of Independent UAW 
p.0Utic4J, :�ti�n by Jack Conway, ad­
• ministraUve assistant of Walter Reu­
t�er .. 

While .. the delegates in 'the main· 
st-ill - aflher-{! to the formula of con­
siderin·g , the Democratic Party the 
proper place for political action, the 

gi;.owing realization amqng great 
numbers that a Labor Party is es$en­
ti;il, prevailed throughout the con­
ference . 

LYND DISCUSSES CLASSES 
A great impetus toward Labor 

Party support was offered in a speech 
delivered Saturday, January !i2

1 
qy 

Robert S, Lynd, author of the famous 
sociological study, Middletown, and 
a professor at Columbia University. 
To say his speech rocked the con­
ferenc'e would be putting it mildly. 
He came out directly :for a l,;:il:!or 
Party. H� told the leaders pointblank 
that " playing ball, as they do, witp. the 
Democrats and Republicans, both of 
which are controiled by the ·c;,1pital­
ist class, was leading down a blind 
alley, 

not been developed at all. Such ques­
tions · arise as: h9w many will be able 
to retire right away? where will the 
initial money come from? will there 
be a fund co'rresponding to the mine 
workers' tuna or will it be company­
wide? if it is company-wide, will it 
not chain the worker to the company'/ 
how will small plants accomplish pen­
sions? at what age to retire? These 
and many others are unanswerable at 
this time. 

The stimulant toward independent 
p9litical aciion resulting .from the 
conference rnµst be fopowed by the 
UAW militants. The leadership must 
concretize its rough formula'tions. 
The March board meeti_pg provides 
such �n QPP!)rtunity. 

The membership was determined to 
go back to their locals and fight for 
the program outlined by the IEB. 

• 

However, the directives will have to 
be m.ore e,cpJlcit and a central strate­
gy adopied. The first in negotiations 
are to be Ford and John Deer�. _ 

His speech also . dealt with the dan­
gers · of bureaucratic degeneration or 
the trade unions. E;e ijttacke·d the 
steel union for working: t�o closely 
with the steel industry, the garment . 
unions· for working too closely with 
t)Je, fashion_ Ta�ket-r -He s'�!d��i-,��:.,,,,·.;::-- ·  -...
to w.arn_ tbe workers to g1Jar,l:l llga.·wt • 

. J· • • 
bureaucratic degene1·ation becau'!ie of For'cltd tb Loolc
�:�v:�:�:t i

�
portance of the !Shor 

For New Tricks

Lynd mentidned the fact thai we 
are too loose ln our terminology in 
the unions. Lynd charged that cl1111!; 
stratifications were glossed over. '11
am sorry to say there are classes in 
the United States. There is a wor�­
ing class, a middle class, and .a, capi­
talist class." Lynd spoke i� deii.it on 
the NAM's new plan of action, - to · g·o 
into effect on February 1. Tile plan 
Is to capture the minds of the people. 
Lynd likened this development to the 
rise of fascism and the aid given it 
by the capitalists of Germany. 

Outside of some innocent rem�rks 
in his speech about "democrat.ic plan­
ning," his speech, which wjU sopn 
be printed by the UAW, should be 
read and studied by all militants. 

PENSION PLAN 
The panel discussions on sq.cfal SI!• 

curity and pensions revealed tl)at 
while the UAW is well prepared on 
the he�Ith insurance aspect of :th'e 
fourth round, the pension plans have ERNEST BEVIN 

. ments of Britain, Transiordan 
and EcJYpt. Developments have 
�aken place this week involvii'ICJ 
cill three. 

When Britain evacuated Pal• 
estine, it did so in the hope that ·
In the battle between Jews and 
Arabs a stalemate would ensue 
which would weaken both side! 
and allow Britain to step in as 
mediator of a peace assuring 
Britain the bases it wants in the 
lliegev. For the major portion 
of .the struggle, Britain .was be• 
nevolently neutral to�ard .t�� - , 
Arabs. The victory of lsraell 
arms and especialiy the last 
campaigns in the Neg�v entire• 
ly destroyed this poli, cy, • Eng• 
land ,began an active policy ot 
91i_d to tile Arabs. 
• Two we�ks agAt-J.,!,?�.e: ,pJayed

his last· triaior ca·r�. w�en· fie at•
tempted an· hiterna♦loilal "incl• 0 

dent," using the five British · fll•
ers shot down over an Egyp• 
tian•lsraeli battlegr�und as the 
"cause." A real hysteria was 
whipped µp, depicting the threat to 
the Suez Canal and all of Western 
European imperialist lines of com­
munication: This was primarily aimed 
at getting U. S. support against Israel, 

This • maneuver failed. The U. S., 
which had always swayed with the 

• ti_de of battle, decided to support the
military victor. In addition to power
politics arid Jewish votes in the U, S.,
the U. S. government was · eyeing the
January 25 elections in Israel. Wash­
ington was determined to use all its 
influence to get the most P.ro-Western
government possible in Israel - the
strongest power in the Near· East 
(except Turkey) , Since Italian elec­
tions last year, U.S. foreign policy has
learned to key its actions to influence
elections. As predicted by LABOR
ACTION o.f January 17, ·a series of

(Continued on page 4) 

.----"-As the Hanking Kuom·h,tang Regime Falls Completely Ap.art-------------------------------------_;__-• 

China tp Aims - at C11t1lition; KMT Cliques Quarrel 
ly JACK BRAD

I 

The great inetropoli of China, 
Us modern centers of Shanghai, 
Nanking an

·
d Hankow, are 

11bout to fC!III to Stalinist armies. 
It is now clear that there will 
be no real, genuine, sta.,le 
peace until the· Stalinists Jlave
completed the conquest of all
China north of the Yangtse 
from its estuar.y on the China 
Sea to the qreat Szchechuan 
_'plain in th� west, one of the 

ing there at an increased pace. In fact 
the �overnment has been unable . to 
do anything, not even to functi!)n, 
since its mandate to rule· no longer 
depends on the military, which is 
loyal to Chiang or the warlords, but 
has no loyalty basis to the •. present 
rulers. With Chiang out, and T, V. 
Soong · also, large amounts of . capital 
fl�d as confidence in the regime tot­
teted. 

ai:my for W years. Suddenly it is 
leaderless: T-he passion for peace is 
no lonier ,contained by the . strong 
hand of the ruler and it overflows 
frettly. Soidiers. and junior officers are 
fleeing in all directions, back home 
where they can hide from Stalinist 
wrath. 

assembling the scrambled egg, .of es­
tablishing some balance among the 
ten or more major cliques whose first 
allegiance is to themselves. At the 
same time he must judiciously . dis­
pense the- best patronage to his ,;�er.,. 
sonal clique who have supported his 
struggle for 20 years. 

Li and the U. S. 

at. the �aUonal Assembly over Chi­
ang's veheme.nt opposltlon. Li won on 
a program of "reforming" the KMT so 
that It could be.more effective in the 
civil war, an� t�erefore a more effec­
tive American instrument. 

For the CP will make pe,ice with 
some KMT elements. It will not reject 
every bid from every group. Alliance 
with some sections in the KMT is in­
dispensable to the political conquest 
of south China. Its chief slogan is for 
a coalition government because ft can­
not and dare not attempt to . rule all
China alone. It requires allies in. or­
der to establish a facade of ·�ll•n·ation­
alism, unity of the whole country and 
also to avoid responsibility for the 
economic distress which is certain to 
ensue. 

• 

No People's Victor,y 

. . , -,most fertil.- and . richest areas. 

BULLETIN : JAN 26 - Late 
dispatches indicate the willing­
ness of the Stalinists to nego­
tiate with the peace commission 
set up by Acting President Li 
Tsimg-jen. . .The formula for 
these negotiations, however, is . 
complete surrender as in Pe­
king . . What the Stalinists are 
demanding , is not negotiations 
but capitulation and Li -is hard­
ly in a po$ition to organize a 
struggle against it. 

With Chiang no longer at t�e bel�, 
the various cliques and factions of. 
the Kuomintang (KMT) are openly 
struggling for posts and power. 
Chiangs strength was his position as 
"first 'among the many" clique lead­
ers. As such he carefully J;,alanced 
himself and ma,intained an equ,llib­
rlum among the antagonistic groups. 
But Li Tsung-jen is only the leader 
of the Kwangsl clique, to whom no al­
legiance � due, His sole salvation lies 
in his ability to open negotiations; 
that can be the only source of his 
m!'ndate, and precisely that Is ques­
tionabie at this time. 

Political, -defeatism has seeped into 
the arm.v _,to become disintegrated. · Li 
will have great difficulty re-establish­
ing a loyal military cadre for his state. 
His owp cliief military support comes 
from the Kwangsi army of General 
Pai, now at Bangkow, but not com­
mitted to defense of that greatest in­
dustrial heart of the Yangtse basin. 
Pai will retreat, if necessary, to 
Kwangsi Province where his strength 
is greatest. 

The inability of Li to move the 
capital in time is symptomatic 6f tl1e 
inner rot and Jack of will. His is a 
government in . name only. It must 
now move the political capital i.n a 
desperate hurry in order to avoid out­
right capture. This last-second,effort 
will prove extremely difficult, phys­
ically, financially and psychologically. 
For several weeks, finaneial string­
ency has immobilized various .gpvern­
ment bureaus. The railroads are not 
functioning, falling into Stalinist 
hands or being commandeered by ter­
·rified groups of soldiers.

Irnnically, every attempt to effectu­
ate such a reform movement now 
could only further accelerate the cen­
trifugal forces and political confusion. 
Li has been a "peace" advocate for 
many months now, as has U. -S. policy. 
Chiang's exit is in large part a conse­
quence of the cold war that Washing­
ton waged against him-its refusal to· 
grant him credits, refusal to issue a 
statement of support and, finally, re­
fusal even to act as an intermediary 
for peace negotiations. Economic• dislocation, espegially in 

the great coa�tal cities, is inevitable. 
The CP ,without an urban base could 
pot commence to estabifsh �ny more 
than a shadow power by itse1f. As a 
result of the flight of capi�l. collapse 
of transp91-t, and bifurcation' o't city­
country economic ties, shortage of 
raw materials, there will be unem­
ployment, hunger · and diseontent in  
the great cities. Decline in foreign 
trade will immobilize the ports. 

The problem of the CP is h.ow
to achieve hegemony over the 
rest of Chilla from this conti­
nental boundary in the ..-.ost 
econoµi.ical, speedy and politically sat­
isfactory fashion. For this objective, 
mllitary victorJes by themselves wlll 
not be sufficient. The primary strategy 
must be political. In this strategy, 
peace negotiations will be of major 
importance. 

However, copfusjon and collapse 
has taken bold of the central govern­
ment of China. • With Chiang out, the 
new regime of Li Tsungjen depends 
for Its life on Stalinist recognition of 
- it� peace offers. Barring such accept-

ance by the CP, the vice-president, 
who• has accepted the fallen mantle 
of Chiang, has no more reason for re­
maining than did his predecessor. 
With his name on the CP "war crimi­
nals" list, it· is probable that he will
not b� consi_dered sufficiently pliable 
for· peace negotiations by the Stalin­
ists. 

Cliques Biclcer 
The government announced last 

week its intent to move to Canton, but 
it - has not as yet been able to do so 

. formally, although its troops, gen­
erals, bureaucrats and money are flee-

ii,_ ,1 

Nor is the military situation any 
brighter for the KMT. The best na­
tionalist troops which remained in 
government areas were troops whose 
commanders gave allegiance to Chiang 
rather than to the state. Most of these 
officers were graduates of the Wham­
poii Military Academy, a source ·of 
recruitment to Chiang's group. Chiang 
had ruled through control of this 

Inside the KMT, Chiang's departure 
has loosened all the passions of ambi­
tion so long restrained. Li himself is 
looked upon, ang. rightly, as one who 
succeeded to power only after consid­
erable intrigue. With Chiang and T. 
V. Soong out as governer of Canton,
there are many plums to be divided.
The C. C. (Chen brothers) clique,
headed by the . notorious Chen Li-fu,
with its powerful secret police and
connections with the Shanghai under­
world, was a Chiang· ally. This group
is still to be reckoned with. ''The
Liberal Forum" clique of Sun Fo, who
is still premier, is now reduced to
impotence. Li faces the problem of re-

When the new political center is es­
tablished in Canton the reassembling
of the different elements of the state
will be a dubious task. Chiang's fall 
removes the final facade before the
putrefying void that the KMT l1as
been for. many years.

Li Tsung-Jen does have one asset 
which Chiang did not. He has the sup­
port of U. s. Ambassador Leighton 
Stuart. Stuart pushed the candidacy
of Li for the vice-presidency last year 

Li's elevation is In good· measure . 
due to the same source as Chiang's 
fall-the U. S. However, this very 
fact6r; his .base of strength ls also his. 
Achilles neel, for • the · CP, bas. clearly
indicated that be is PERSONA NON 
GRATA precisely because of his 
American connections, Thus again 
U. S. policy is too late and again is 
helplessly adrift without a suitable 
instrument, Since the political key is 
in CP hands, Li can. only hold power 
for a brief moment. His position is 
completely insecure. What is most 
probable is the rise of a new constel­
lation of leaders who will perhaps 
have tllose virtues which will give 
them iu:cess to the CP. 

These elements of distress will be 
accentuated by certain specific con­
sequences of the Stalinist victory as 
such. First, since its victory is a con­
servative bureaucratic one, achieved 
by military means, it has not roused 
the vast energies of the people and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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