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with injustice and thus act as my conscience 
told me to act.”

The Military Prosecutor railed against Rouz- 
beh and the members of the Tudeh Party, re
viling them as traitors. In reply Rouzbeh pas
sionately denounced the moral degradation of 
the ruling classes and capitalist society as a 
whole and showed that it was the Commu
nists who stood for lofty moral principles. 
"Morality and honor,” he said, "are my treas
ured possessions, and I cannot remain silent 
when I hear this abuse . . .  I am devoted to 
socialism because I am convinced that its 
principles are higher than those of any other 
system. In all my actions I have been guided 
by these principles, and by the desire to build 
a new society which will bring happiness, well
being, dignity, honor and freedom to my peo
ple."

Rouzbeh, refuting the slanders levelled 
against the Tudeh Party, spoke with pride 
about the glorious path traversed by it — the 
path of struggle for the well-being of the peo
ple. “The Tudeh Party — and even some of 
its enemies say this — is the strongest, the 
most principled and the best organized party 
ever seen in Iran. The chief thing about this 
Party is its revolutionary spirit. The Party, 
summoned to life by historical necessity, is 
guided by scientific theory and by its scientific 
view of the world. It is proud that it has the 
support of the people and that it is fighting 
for the people. And just as the forces of the 
people are inexhaustible and unbreakable, so 
is the People’s Party which will fulfil its his
toric mission.”

Rouzbeh spoke much about socialism which 
alone rids man of exploitation, poverty and 
war and brings him a free and happy life. 
". . . Ultimately power will pass into the 
hands of a strong revolutionary government 
which will serve the people and right the 
wrongs. This has already been done by a 
thousand million people, and soon the rest of 
the world will follow suit.”

Rouzbeh spoke about the arbitrary rule in 
the country. Referring to the plight of the 
political prisoners, he described the foul con
ditions in the Chizil-Ghala prison and else
where. In the last seven months, he said, not 
a night had passed without men being tor
tured.

He spoke about the secret killing of fearless 
revolutionaries, members of the Tudeh Party, 
about comrades Galouste Zakhariane, Kout- 
chek Chouchtari and Vartane Salakhaniane 
who died under torture, refusing to betray 
their comrades and Party.

With love and respect Rozbeh spoke about

his friends and comrades — army officers, 
members of the Party, who were executed in 
1954 and later. " . . .  The members of this or
ganization,” he said, "were the best officers, 
the cream of the army, and all of them were 
true patriots, humane and decent people who 
harbored no evil design. Their arrest struck 
deep sorrow into the hearts of their colleagues, 
their subordinates and even their superiors, 
and this feeling reached out through the walls 
of the barracks and, despite the unfavorable 
circumstances of the time, evoked wide res
ponse in the town.”

A song was written about the officers who 
served the people so faithfully and who went 
to their death like heroes. And despite the 
censorship this song spread all over the coun
try and was sung by all.

Courage and moral purity, pride and nobil
ity were expressed when Rouzbeh spoke about 
his fidelity to the Party and to the people, of 
his faith in the victory of the cause to which 
he had devoted his life. "I have been true to 
my pledge and have done my duty. I have 
honored the signature in my membership card 
of the Tudeh Party, and I shall never become 
an apostate for the sake of personal gain or 
shrink from danger.”

Khosrov Rouzbeh has become a legendary 
figure. His behavior in prison during the in
terrogation, in the courtroom and then before 
the firing squad was exemplary heroism.

His last words show him as a soldier dying 
at his post, a man profoundly convinced of 
the ultimate triumph of the cause of the Party 
whose true son he was until the last heartbeat.

". . . Neither I, my fellow officers butchered 
before me,” he said, "nor any of those exec
uted for political activity in recent years, are 
criminals; on the contrary, we are loyal sons 
of our country. And the people of Iran, who 
regard these trials as expressions of despo
tism, proudly acquit their valiant sons.”

The Shah and his camarilla had to get rid 
of this dangerous revolutionary, and so, obey
ing orders from above, the tribunal sentenced 
Rouzbeh to death.

Khosrov Rouzbeh was executed on the night 
of May 11, 1958, at the Hechmatie shooting- 
range in Teheran. This son of the people died 
as courageously as he had lived. When the 
police wanted to blindfold him, he told them: 
“Death has no terrors for me."

Rouzbeh loved life. "It is hard to die," he 
said, "and especially is this so for those who 
believe in their ideas, whose hearts are filled 
with the hope of a better life. To remain alive 
at all costs and under any circumstances is 
not worthy of man, for never in his life should
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he lose his aim. If life is preserved at the cost 
of shame and disgrace, loss of honor, aban
donment of ideas, political and social convic
tions, then death is a hundred times more 
noble."

Khosrov Rouzbeh died so that the people of 
Iran should cast off their chains and live a 
life of freedom, independence and happiness.

The common people of Iran mourned the 
death of their hero. His valiant struggle and 
his death show him as a true patriot, a staunch 
revolutionary and Leninist. His life and death 
are an example for all patriots fighting against 
imperialism, despotism and reaction, for the 
happiness of their people.

A. ARDEKANI

Against the Persecution of Democrats
IN KING HUSSEIN’S DUNGEONS

( L e t te r  f r o m  A m m a n )

NEVER have the people of Jordan endured 
so much suffering as in the past few years. 

Since 1957 when King Hussein’s clique, with 
the support of the U.S. Sixth Fleet, deposed 
the Nabulsi government which had done so 
much to strengthen the country’s indepen
dence, a reign of terror has prevailed in the 
country. At the diktat of the British and Ameri
can imperialists, Hussein and his police are 
perpetrating monstrous crimes against patriots 
and all who do not agree with his policy.

Immediately after the 1957 coup, some 16,000 
people were thrown into concentration camps 
and prisons. Many progressive leaders were 
shot. Others are being tortured. Those who 
managed to escape the repressions were either 
forced to flee the country or are carrying on 
an underground struggle.

Thousands of people are subjected to fearful 
suffering in the Al-Jafre concentration camp, 
located in the south Jordanian desert. The pri
soners in this camp, or "stone grave” as the 
prisoners call it, are being slowly starved to 
death. Sanitary conditions are indescribable. 
In the scorching heat the prisoners are given 
salt water to drink, which drives many of them 
mad.

It is impossible to give a complete list of all 
who have been shot or tortured to death in 
the dungeons and prison camps. This secret is 
jealously guarded by Sherif Nasser, the uncle 
and aide of King Hussein, along with his officers 
Mahmud al-Kailani and Salami al-Muhawish. 
Hut now and again the truth about the atroci
ties committed leaks through to the outside 
world.

The principal object of Hussein’s hate are 
I he Communists. The most savage treatment is 
meted out to them. Abdul Fattah Tulstan, 27- 
year-old school teacher from Amman, was one 
of the most recent victims of Hussein’s "civili
zation."

The Amman authorities claim that their re

pressive measures are instituted only against 
Communists, who, it is alleged, are plotting to 
overthrow the monarchy. Yet most of those 
persecuted have never had anything to do with 
the Communist Party.

Many high-ranking army officers, too, are in 
prison. The army has lost more than half of 
its officers as a result of Hussein's policy. Such 
well-known political leaders as Dr. Jacob Zaya- 
din and Faiq Warrad, former members of Par
liament, and Abdel Hak, Issa Mdanat, Talaat 
Harbe, members of the National Front, and 
other personalities have been arrested and tor
tured merely for wishing to see their country 
independent and prosperous.

Imperialist rule, restored after the removal of 
the Nabulsi government, has doomed our people 
to poverty and hunger. Even official U.S. spokes
men recognized that the economic situation in 
Jordan is catastrophic. Unemployment is rife, 
most of the population live in misery.

The so-called "aid” which King Hussein re
ceives from the imperialist powers goes to main
tain his vastly inflated armed forces and poli
tical police and for military construction. As 
the Jordan representative in the United Nations 
admitted, the secret police alone swallows up 
nearly five million pounds sterling annually, a 
fantastic sum for such a small country. How 
can there be any talk of economic progress in 
these circumstances!

Lawlessness, terror, imperialist domination 
and poverty—these are the things that are turn
ing the people against Hussein and his clique. 
On 11 occasions since the overthrow of the 
Nabulsi government attempts have been made 
to get rid of the hated regime.

Our people want Jordan to be an independent 
state in the full sense of the word and not the 
bailiwick of Wall Street or the City. The terror 
can be explained only as evidence that the King 
and his government fear their own people.

Hardly a day passes without King Hussein

_
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appealing to the imperialists, chiefly the Ameri
cans, to step up the struggle against the demo
cratic forces all over the world. And the U.S. 
press and television gives full publicity to Hus
sein. But the United States, which has placed 
the axe in his hands, will hardly be able to

retain its control over Jordan. Our people got 
rid of British colonialism in 1956, and they will 
find the strength with which to extricate them
selves from the clutches of the American im
perialists and their stooges, the court camarilla 
headed by King Hussein. F. IBRAHIM

‘IT IS FORBIDDEN” . . .

UNDER the shadow of the Acropolis, in de 
fiance of the Declaration of Human Rights 

and before the eyes of the world, reactionaries 
are throwing patriots into prison, stifling free
dom of thought and conscience, and subjecting 
their victims to inhuman conditions. It was the 
sight of his fellow-prisoners reduced to such a 
state that caused the Greek national hero Nicos 
Beloyannis to hurl these wrathful words at his 
judges: "It took man thousands of years to 
learn to walk erect. You shall never succeed in 
making us walk on all fours again . .

That the fascist butchers have indeed failed 
to rob the Greek patriots of their dignity as 
human beings is evidenced by the slim volume 
with the significant title It is Forbidden.

It consists of 35 pages written by the political 
prisoners who are confined in the 12 mediaeval 
jails scattered over the length and breadth of 
Greece. They have been kept there since 1944, 
when immediately after the country was libera
ted from German occupation, international im
perialism managed to instal a reactionary gov
ernment. During the past eighteen years more 
than 15,000 patriots who fought in the national 
resistance movement have been in prison. Many, 
among them Nicos Beloyannis, were executed; 
262 persons have perished from torture and 
disease. Under pressure of world public opinion 
many have been released in the course of the 
years, but some 1,500 patriots still remain be
hind bars.

"They forbid us to live like human beings,” 
the prisoners write in their booklet. "They for
bid us to read or write. They forbid us to look 
at the sun . . .” For 22 hours out of the 24, the 
prisoners relate, they are locked in cells with 
no more than 6-7 cubic meters of air to breathe 
per man. At night the stench becomes unbear
able, for the inmates are forbidden to use the 
water closet in the corridor. The long hours 
spent in the foul air affect the health of the 
prisoners already undermined by maltreatment 
and malnutrition, with the result that each is 
ravaged not just by one but by many com
plaints (tuberculosis, stomach ulcers, enteritis, 
hepatitis, rheumatism and bronchial ailments). 
On the island of Aegina, for example, some 2,200 
diseases were diagnosed in the cases of 465 de
tainees.

The prisoners suffer from chronic under
nourishment. The cost of maintenance of one 
prisoner per day, the authors of the booklet 
write, is 5.5 drachmas, which is the price of one 
packet of cigarettes. They receive less than 
2,000 calories a day and only 10 grams of animal 
proteins a week. A monthly ration of 123 grams 
of soap has to suffice for all hygienic needs, 
including laundry and utensils. Moreover, it is 
forbidden to receive money or parcels from 
anyone except immediate relatives (parents, 
children, wife or husband), and even then in 
extremely limited amounts

The relatives of political prisoners are fre
quently summoned by the secret police and are 
questioned, threatened and often beaten. It 
is common for the relatives to be victimized 
and for the children of political prisoners to be 
expelled from the schools.

Describing the terror in the prisons, the 
authors of the booklet relate that in the course 
of one year prisoners on Corfu spent a total of 
31,500 days in solitary confinement. In 3,000 
cases prisoners were deprived of their corres
pondence, and in the Aegina prison, where 
Manolis Glezos is confined, 260 of the 361 pri
soners were beaten and 181 held in solitary con
finement in the same period. And this prison is 
no exception.

The intellectual blight to which the Greek 
oligarchy aided by its foreign patrons has doom
ed Greece, once the cradle of civilization and 
culture, is felt most of all in the prisons. Books, 
magazines, newspapers, notebooks—anything 
that might provide some intellectual food—are 
strictly forbidden. “Most Greek and foreign 
journals," says the booklet, "are banned as are 
all Marxist and progressive books. The most 
innocent books are declared seditious or Com
munist propaganda . . . Between 1956 and 1961 
some 5,000 books were banned from Aegina 
prison alone. The prisoners are not allowed to 
read Gorky, Hugo, Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky, Jules 
Verne, Zola, the Greek writers Sikelianos, Ka- 
zantzakis, Varnalis or Kordatos. The news
papers Avghi, Anexartitos Typos. Apoguematini, 
Elefteros Typos, etc., are forbidden.”

Why is this being done, the prisoners ask. 
Why? "In order to deprive us of our human 
dignity, to force us to give up the fight for our

WORLD MARXIST REVIEW 99

native land and to renounce our political be
liefs.”

Men and women of goodwill throughout 
Greece and beyond its frontiers are demanding

that the government put an end to this whole
sale murder by slow torture of men who fought 
for the freedom of Greece.

G. LERNIS
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