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mocracy and the oppressed nations, is 
in the camp of international peace and 
democracy and, in the name of a last
ing world peace, is waging together 
with them a struggle against imperial
ist aggression.” Later this principle of 
PRC foreign policy was also stipulated 
in the PRC Constitution, on the ini
tiative of the communist-international
ists.

A highly important measure for the 
further development of Soviet-Chinese 
relations was the conclusion on Feb
ruary 14, 1950, of the Treaty of Friend
ship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance 
between the USSR and the PRC and 
the signing of a number of agree
ments. The treaty was based on the 
Leninist principles of equality, mutual 
respect for national interests, fraternal 
mutual assistance, non-interference in 
each other’s internal affairs, and pro
found loyalty to the cause of proleta
rian internationalism.

On April 11, 1950, the Central 
People’s Government officially decla
red: “The new Chinese-Soviet treaty 
and agreements have legally sealed 
the friendship between two great 
states—China and the Soviet Union. . . 
They have helped us in the sphere of 
internal construction and joint opposi
tion to possible imperialist aggression.”

On the basis of the Soviet-Chinese 
Treaty of February 14, 1950, and 
numerous inter-state agreements, eco
nomic cooperation between the USSR 
and the PRC developed fruitfully in 
the first decade. This cooperation was 
an example of fraternal relations bet
ween two socialist countries. It exert
ed a positive influence on the econo
mic, scientific and technological deve
lopment of both countries and helped 
improve the well-being of the Chinese 
people, thus facilitating the further 
development of the entire socialist 
camp. All-round Soviet assistance to 
China ensured high rates of economic 
and cultural development. Utilisation 
of advanced Soviet know-how in the 
PRC helped to rapidly overcome age- 
old backwardness, a carryover from 
the old regime.

The Chinese-Soviet Friendship So
ciety (CSFS) greatly contributed to 
the development of relations between 
the Soviet Union and the PRC. The 
main aspect of CSFS activities was 
the widespread popularisation of pro

gressive Soviet know-how, the estab
lishment of friendly ties between the 
Chinese and Soviet public, the spread
ing of knowledge among the Chinese 
people about the life of the Soviet 
people and their achievements in 
building communism.

Besides, the Chinese-Soviet Friend
ship Society, in which a large number 
ot communist-internationalists were 
active, fought against diverse anti-So
viet sentiments and tendencies which 
began to be quite apparent in 1957, 
with the wide-scale attack of right- 
wing anti-socialist forces in the PRC.

The main targets of attack by the 
right-wing forces were socialism with
in the country and the Soviet Union 
outside the country. The right-wing 
elements came out with numerous 
statements in the press and at meet
ings against the USSR and Chinese- 
Soviet friendship. From bourgeois 
nationalist positions, attempts were 
made to evoke public dissatisfaction 
with the Soviet Union, to “prove” that 
the Soviet experience of building so
cialism was unsuitable for China.

An important event in the develop
ment of friendly relations between the 
two countries was the setting up of a 
Soviet-Chinese Friendship Society 
(SCFS) in the USSR on October 29, 
1957. Right from the first it establish
ed close business-like ties with the 
Chinese-Soviet Friendship Society. The 
SCFS immediately became a represen
tative organisation of the Soviet pub
lic. More than 400 large industrial 
enterprises, collective farms and state 
farms, higher and other educational 
establishments and institutions of the 
Soviet Union became collective mem
bers of the society.

In November 1959, an agreement on 
cooperation was signed between the 
Union of Soviet Societies for Friend
ship and Cultural Relations with For
eign Countries, the Soviet-Chinese 
Friendship Society and the Chinese-So
viet Friendship Society. The purpose 
of this agreement was to develop 
friendly relations between the peoples 
of both countries, to acquaint them 
with both countries’ history, art and 
culture, and their successes and achie
vements in the political, economic, cul
tural and other spheres.

The change in China’s policy, which
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began at the end of Ihr fifties, a n d  

the Party leadership's departure from 
positions of Marxism-Leninism, from 
friendship and solidarity with the So
viet Union and other socialist coun
tries was also reflected in public rela
tions, including the functioning of 
friendship societies. From 1963 on the 
Chinese-Soviet Friendship Society first 
reduced and then fully cut off contacts 
with the Soviet-Chinese Friendship So
ciety. The CSFS undertook increasingly 
fewer functions with regard to the So
viet Union, and ties between local 
branches of the friendship societies had 
practically ended by 1965. Starting in 
1966, the Chinese side began to unilate
rally reduce the exchange of delega
tions, etc.

Despite the difficulties in Soviet- 
Chinese relations, our Soviet-Chinese 
Friendship Society, guiding itself by 
the general line of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, continued 
to acquaint the Soviet people with the 
rich historical past, revolutionary Ira 
ditions and culture and art of the 
Chinese people. A whole series of 
undertakings were organised to com
memorate notable events in the histo
ry of Soviet-Chinese cooperation, and 
the lives of notables in China’s science, 
culture and art. On the initiative of 
the Union of Soviet Friendship So
cieties and the SCFS, various public 
functions were held in commemoration 
of Sun Yat-sen, the great Chinese re
volutionary democrat; Wen Yi-to, a 
poet; Lu Hsing, the famous writer; 
Tao Yan-ming, a poet; Chou Li-po, 
a well-known writer, and others.

The Second National Conference of 
the Soviet-Chinese Friendship Society

took place in January 1969. It endor
sed the consistent Leninist policy of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union and the Soviet Government in 
relation to China, and the efforts of 
the CPSU and the Soviet Government 
to preserve and strengthen friendship 
with the Chinese people. The role of 
the SCFS in this vital matter was 
noted.

The Soviet-Chinese Friendship So
ciety continues to be active to this 
day. In 1971 alone, the SCFS held 
functions to commemorate the 5()th an
niversary of the Communist Party ol 
China, the 75th anniversary of the 
birth of Mao Tung, a prominent Chi
nese writer, the 60th anniversary ol 
the birth of Ne Erh, an eminent Chi 
nese composer, the 90th anniversary of 
the birth of Lu Hsing, and the 75th 
anniversary of the birtli of Peng Pai, 
well-known Chinese communist. This 
year I lie SCFS will do even more to 
a c q u a in t  the Soviet p u b l ic  with not
able events in the life of the Chinese 
people,

The basic line regarding relations 
with the People's Republic of China 
is formulated in the resolutions of the 
24th Party Congress and the Novem
ber 1971 Plenary Meeting of the CPSU 
Central Committee. This line accords 
with the fundamental, long-term inte
rests of our two countries, with the 
interests of socialism and the consoli
dation of peace. The Soviet people 
wholly approve the policy of the 
CPSU. They express confidence, as 
stressed at the 24th Party Congress, 
that in the long run good-neighbour
liness and friendship will be restored 
between the Soviet Union and China.

hvestia, Feb. 16, 1972

Arab East: Problems and Perspectives
R. PETROV

Present-Day Stage of the Liberation Movement

A remarkable new feature of our 
time is the emergence as an active 
anti-imperialist force of a large group

of independent Arab states which have 
proclaimed they are pursuing a social
ist-oriented course. Despite the at-
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tempts of the US-led international im
perialism to use the Israeli aggression 
to stem the Arab liberation movements 
and overthrow progressive Arab regi
mes, the forces of independence, free
dom and progress have withstood the 
onslaught and are constantly growing. 
Backed by the all-round assistance 
and support of the Soviet Union and 
other friendly socialist states, the Arab 
peoples are building up the moral and 
material resources to repel the aggres
sor and are rebuffing imperialism’s 
continuous encroachments.

Such Arab states as Egypt, Sy
ria, Iraq, Algeria, the People’s Demo
cratic Republic of Yemen and some 
others are successfully combining their 
struggle against the Israeli aggression 
and imperialist pressures with progres
sive internal socio-economic reforms, 
in the interests of the people at large. 
This corroborates Lenin’s prediction 
that “in the impending decisive bat
tles in the world revolution, the move
ment of the majority of the popula
tion of the globe, initially directed 
towards national liberation, will turn 
against capitalism and imperialism”.

The attainment of genuine national 
sovereignty after World War II was 
an important landmark of the Arab 
states’ struggle for independence and 
foreshadowed the imminent collapse 
of the colonial system as a result of 
the shift of the world balance of for
ces in favour of socialism and the na
tional liberation movements of oppres
sed peoples.

With the political and economic 
help of the socialist states to back 
them, the Arab countries which had 
taken an anti-imperialist position were 
able to tackle the next fundamental 
task, to develop their independent na
tional economies. Among the first pro
blems encountered was the need for 
an agrarian reform to put an end to 
feudal domination both in the village 
and in politics and government as 
well. This was no easy task, conside
ring the archaic social structure that 
shackled the people’s creative genius 
and the almost universal illiteracy 
among a population steeped in tradi
tional conservative attitudes, an after- 
math of colonial rule.

While the agrarian reforms in 
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Algeria, and the 
PDRY failed to completely resolve

the land problem, they made it pos
sible to take the first steps to limit 
the political influence of the feudal 
lords and to trasform agriculture. In 
Egypt, for example, some 400,000 hec
tares of land confiscated from feudal 
landowners were distributed free 
among 300,000 peasant families. In 
Syria 1,200 thousand hectares of land 
were taken from landowners. In re
cent years peasant cooperation has 
been making headway and advanced 
forms of cooperation are becoming in
creasingly widespread. In Egypt 4,100 
supply and marketing cooperatives 
with a membership of 1,500,000, 
own 55 per cent of the arable land. 
In Syria there are now a number 
of production cooperatives. More than 
a tbird of the arable land in Algeria 
has been handed over to selfgovern
ment committees which represent the 
public sector in agricultural produc
tion. The Government of Iraq en
courages cooperation among peasants 
and takes measures to supply coopera
tives with seeds and machinery. In 
the PDRY the agrarian reform carried 
out in 1968 nationalised all the land 
belonging to the sultans, emirs and 
sheikhs. These lands arc now being 
turned over to the peasants.

As a result of these measures the 
social structure of the rural popula
tion in the above countries is constant
ly changing in favour of the working 
peasantry, and labour productivity 
and agricultural output are rising. In 
Egypt labour productivity in agricul
ture has increased 20-fold since the 
introduction of the agrarian reform. 
Syria’s agricultural output registered a 
growth of 56 per cent in the decade 
between 1958 and 1968. In Algeria 
the self-government sector provides 60 
per cent of agricultural produce.

The advanced Arab countries have 
chalked up considerable advances in 
industrialisation and in developing the 
government sector in industry. Start
ing with the nationalisation of in
dustries owned by foreign imperialist 
monopolies, they went on to place 
restrictions on the local bourgeoisie, 
particularly the local business tycoons. 
In Egypt, since the July 1952 revolu
tion, about a thousand new enterpris
es have been forming the backbone of 
the government sector in the economy. 
However, as these countries have a
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heterogeneous economic structure, they 
preserve the private sector as well, 
which, under state control, plays 
a certain role in the economic deve 
lopment of these countries, notably in 
retail trade, building and (lie services

The national oil industries in tho 
progressive Arab countries arc broom 
ing an increasingly potent economic 
factor for limiting the foreign oil mo 
nopoly domination of economic and 
political life there. Last year Algeria 
scored an important victory over for
eign oil monopolies: the Algerian 
Government now controls 60 per cent 
of the oil extraction industry. Iraq is 
due to put into operation its first na
tional oilfield in April. In Syria the 
entire oil industry is state-controlled. 
Egypt, too, controls its steadily grow
ing oil industry.

Last year Libya, Iraq, Algeria, 
Egypt and Syria extracted 320,000,000 
tons of crude oil, out of a total of 
700,000,000 tons for the Arab world. 
Since most of this oil is still being 
extracted by Western monopolies, 
headed by US oil companies, the pro
gressive Arab countries and the whole 
Arab world have a powerful “oil 
level” that could be used to bring 
pressure to bear on the Western states 
to promote a just settlement of the 
Middle East conflict. The Arab peo
ples are becoming increasingly aware 
that it is within their power to re
taliate for what is being done by the 
US imperialists who rake in over 
2,500 million dollars in annual profits 
from the exploitation of Arab oil, 
and use a considerable part of it to 
give military, financial and economic 
backing to Israel.

Cooperation with the Soviet Union 
and other friendly socialist countries 
has greatly helped the progressive 
Arab states in building independent 
national economies. Soviet aid is used 
to develop industry and to train na
tional personnel—specialists and skil
led workers. The Soviet Union is 
helping to put up 106 industrial and 
other projects in Egypt, nearly 50 in 
Syria, 72 in Iraq, more than 80 in 
Algeria and over 40 in the PDRY. 
Projects already completed or in the 
process of construction in the Arab 
states with Soviet help include the 
giant Aswan dam on the Nile, the 
hydropower complex on the Euphrates

(Syria), steel works in Egypt and 
Algeria, a shipyard in Alexandria, 
railways, oil pipelines and refineries, 
power ti atmmissiim lines, fertilizer 
plants, irrigation dams, colleges and 
training u nties The oil and gas insti
tute, Imlll with Soviet help in Algeria, 
has a student body ol 4,500. In Egypt 
Hi training centres have In I be past 
lew yrais tu rn e d  out o v e r 5(>,non skil
led win kern,

Soviet arms deliveries and military 
specialists bavc enabled many Arab 
countries to update their armed forces 
in line with modern requirements in 
tactical methods and eijulptncnt. This 
has a far-reaching political elicit and 
plays an important role in the sling 
gle of the Arab countries against the 
Israeli aggression and imperialist in
trigues, to consolidate their sovereign
ty.

In pursuing an anti-imperialist for
eign policy course and curbing the ex
ploiting classes at home, progressive 
Arab leaders encounter fierce opposi
tion from the imperialist and reaction
ary forces. The Israeli imperialist ag
gression, the intrigues and plotting 
against the progressive regimes with 
the connivance of the remnants of 
pro-imperialist parties and groups such 
as the “Moslem Brothers”, the disse
mination of anti-communist and anti- 
Soviet views in order to undermine 
Soviet-Arab friendship and to split the 
domestic front—these are a lew of
the methods vised Ivy anti-Arab forces 
in an attempt to impede independence 
and progress.

The progressive Arab regimes arc 
faecd with tbc urgent task of consoli
dating all the progressive anti-impe
rialist forces to resist the dangerous 
actions of the imperialist aggressors 
and local reactionaries. Already begun 
is the process of building and consoli
dating the ruling vanguard political 
parties and organisations such as the 
Arab Socialist" Union in Egypt, the 
Arab Socialist Renaissance Parties in 
Syria and Iraq, the National Liberation 
Front in Algeria and the National 
Front in the PDRY. As anti-imperial
ist and revolutionary-democratic par
ties and organisations, they pursue an 
anti-imperialist policy, an anti-feudal 
and anti-capitalist course, and seek to 
create the conditions for the socialist 
transformation of society.
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The mainstay of these policies is 
the union of the working people, in 
the first place an alliance between the 
workers and peasants. There is gra
dual progress towards having these 
parties and organisations cooperate 
with the communists and communist 
parties, where the latter exist.

Awareness of the importance of ral
lying all anti-imperialist forces, in
cluding communists, in view of the 
continuing Israeli aggression and im
perialist pressures is increasingly evi
dent in important documents adopted 
by the parties and governments of 
these countries. A case in point is the 
joint Soviet-Egyptian communiques on 
the CPSU delegation’s visit to Egypt 
in July 1971 and the visit to the So
viet Union by President A. Sadat in 
October 1971. The Soviet-Egyptian com
munique (Oct. 1971) notes that “at
tempts to disseminate anti-communism 
and anti-Sovietism have the sole aim of 
splitting the ranks of Arab revolution
ary fighters. These attempts also seek to 
undermine the solidarity and coopera
tion between the Arab peoples and 
their true friends—the countries of the 
socialist community”. That is why, the 
communique went on to say, “the two 
sides resolutely condemn anti-commu
nism and anti-Sovietism as detrimental 
to the liberation aspirations and na
tional interests of the peoples and 
solely serving the interests of interna
tional reactionary forces”.

After the visit to the Soviet Union 
by the party and government delega
tion of the Iraqi Republic led by Sad
dam Hussein, Deputy General Secreta
ry of the Regional Leadership of the 
Arab Socialist Renaissance Party and 
Vice Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Command Council, the joint Soviet - 
Iraqi communique stated, among other 
things, that “the two sides have reso

lutely condemned the attempts of in
ternational imperialism to spread anti
communism and anti-Sovietism for 
undermining the solidarity between 
the Arab countries and peoples, and 
their cooperation with their true 
friends—the socialist countries”.

Soviet-Syrian relations are making 
good progress, notably at party level, 
as witnessed by the recently signed 
plan of inter-party relations between 
the CPSU and the ASRP for 1972.

The growing unity of the progres
sive patriotic forces within the Arab 
countries and the increasing tics of 
the advanced Arab regimes with the 
socialist community help them to re
sist the Israeli aggression and to work 
towards a just settlement of the 
Middle East crisis on the basis of the 
withdrawal of the invading forces 
from all occupied Arab territories. 
The Arab world is witnessing a con
solidation of the forces of independ
ence and social progress.

Unity is one of the most powerful 
weapons in the hands of the Arab 
peoples in Iheir struggle against im
perialism. The world progressive pub
lic supports every step contributing to 
greater unity of the Arab anti-impe
rialist front.

The Arab liberation movement is in 
the midst of a complex process of mo
bilising the masses to repel the aggres
sor and to ensure further economic 
and social progress. The pledge of the 
success of this movement and the so
lution of the national and social pro
blems facing Arab countries is the 
unity of all the progressive forces in 
the Arab world and their growing 
solidarity with the forces of liberation 
and progress everywhere, above all 
with the Soviet Union and the coun
tries of the socialist community.

Izvestia, Feb. 23, 1972
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