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Israel. The Israeli-Egyptian talks on the so-called 
autonomy scheme have not brought agreement 
nearer and in the last resort indicate the failure of the 
whole Camp Daivd conception.

The economic situation is quickly deteriorating. 
In its class aspect, the economic policy of the Begin- 
Hurvitz government may not be very different from 
that of the Thatcher government in Britain, but the 
economic basis is much weaker in Israel, and the 
complete devotion of the Israeli government to mili
tarism and war, to occupation and settlement, to 
continued interference in the internal affairs of 
Lebanon means an unbearable burden on the 
economy and the working people. Inflation in 1979 
reached 111 percent. The policy of substantially 
lowering the living standard of the working people 
may achieve this aim, but it will be unable drastically 
to reduce the upward flight of prices or to cure eco
nomic ills.

Meanwhile, mass unemployment (which has been 
virtually absent so far, as a result of the stabilising 
effect of militarisation of the economy in its first 
phases) raises its ugly head. It has been predicted that 
by the end of the year there will be 80,000 to 100,000 
unemployed. Already, more and more people live on 
or below the hunger line. Many foods are completely 
out of the reach of the working class families, not to 
mention flats for young couples or large families; 
private debts are accumulating. Drug-taking, crime 
and violence have become daily occurences in Israeli 
society. Frustration and desperation are widespread. 
Many artisans and small businessmen go out of busi
ness and leave the country; young people are also 
leaving.

No hope is awakened by the prospect of Labour 
Alignment again grasping the reins of government, if 
and when a new Knesset is elected. Most people may 
vote for the Alignment, but without enthusiasm and 
even without illusions—only to get rid of Begin. On 
the basic issues (the general Zionist consensus on the 
Palestinian question) the Alignment would lead to a 
not too different policy from the Likud, even if 
somewhat less brutal.

Inside the darkness some rays of light are visible. 
The Israeli people, the Israeli working class in partic
ular, has not yet basically changed, but it is on the 
move. Lenin taught that social classes should be seen 
not statically, but dynamically. While chauvinism, 
is, of course, still very strong, a process of action and 
clarification has set in.

Darkness has descended on Israel. The reac
tionary foreign and domestic policy of the Begin 
government makes life here most difficult for the 
people. The government relies on US imperialism 
and even on its most extreme and warlike representa
tives. It has become a junior partner to the US and its 
adventurous, aggressive policy in the Middle East, 
allowing the Pentagon to build vast, military 
(especially air) bases in the Negev desert. It has 
become the most willing tool for implementing the 
Camp David conception, namely, to unite Israeli 
and Arab reaction, under the American aegis, 
against national liberation movements, against anti
imperialist governments in the region, against the 
Soviet Union. This has resulted in an increased 
dependence by Isreael on the stronger partner who 
may feel free to plan tactical moves without full 
reeard to Israeli government wishes, while keeping 
the alliance firmly established.

The Israeli government has greatly accelerated set
tlement in occupied territories and increased terror 
and oppression against the Palestinian population 
there. It is strongly encouraging and supporting fas- 
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The popular opposition to the Likud government ] 
plays an important role. The disillusionment among i 
those who voted for the Likud three years ago is 
widespread. A poll published on March 31, for what
ever it is worth, gave the Likud only 18.6 per cent of 
the vote. The demand to move the election date, 
scheduled for November 1981, forward, first raised 
by the Communist Party in 1979, is gaining ground; 
a public petition to this effect is being circulated in 
the major towns. The opposition to Likud is not only 
directed against its unpopular economic measures, 
its extremism in foreign policy and its operational 
impotence. Some non-acceptance of the political line 
is unfolding, some feeling that there might be some
thing wrong with the whole conception. While still 
far from consummate understanding, this feeling 
has started to express itself in distrust towards 
official propaganda in an almost complete indiffer
ence towards the officially highlighted achievements. 
For instance, the exchange of ambassadors with 
Egypt did not evoke any response amongst the Israeli 
public.

The so-called national concensus on the Palesti
nian question, existing at the level of leadership of 
the major parties, is slowly being eroded at the base. 
The asburd notion that there is no Palestinian Arab 
people has been widely abandoned. A big segment of 
public opinion no longer denies those national 
rights. Not a few ponder that the Palestinian ques
tion exists and that it cannot be solved without nego
tiations with its representatives. The further advance 
towards recognising the role of the Palestine Libera
tion Organisation in these negotiations is notably 
more difficult.

On a more concrete issue, the question of how to 
deal with the territories and the people under Israeli 
occupation, has led to a growing polarisation in poli
tical opinion. The Likud government has basically 
continued the line of the previous Labour govern
ments; but its extremist measures and the strong out
cry against them in the territories and all over the 
world have made their impact here, and the discus
sions for and against are sharply waged in the press 
and in the market place.

Many working people have started to connect 
political questions with economic ones. The govern
ment claims that it has no money to subsidise the 
price of milk or rice, no money to pay its employees 
the full cost of living allowance, no money to keep 
the health and education services at their present
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levels. However, it finds many billions of Israeli 
pounds for its colonisation schemes in occupied 
territories. The people have started to see this contra
diction; more than that, they have started to perceive 
the causal nexus between the money squandered for 
colonisation and the lack of funds available for 
social ends in Isreal. The widespread slogan ‘Money 
for the slum quarters—not for the settlements!’ 
expresses this new understanding.

The ‘Peace Now’ movement succeeds in mobil
ising large numbers of people, demonstrating 
against the settlements; this activity converges with 
the struggle of the slum dwellers and other popular 
sections for directing funds for their needs rather 
than for colonisation.

At the same time, the class struggle is getting 
sharper. The continuous lowering of real wages and 
the growing threat of lay-offs led to the working peo
ple declaring strikes and sanctions with increasing 
intensity. At the end of January, some 100,000 
workers in the twelve largest workplaces declared a 
one-day, warning strike. This included the ports, the 
airport, the Electricity Corporation, the Dead Sea 
Potash Company, postal services and industrial con
centrations in varous regions. Many organisations of 
salaried professionals led extensive struggles: hospi
tal doctors, nurses and X-ray assistants, court of jus- 
tice employees, librarians and — most 
significant—the teachers who, after a prolonged 
fight, achieved important successes. All the inhabi
tants of small places in the north and south of 
Israel—euphemistically called development town- 
lets—vehemently demonstrated in the central 
squares against economic policy.

While the demands of the workers are mainly 
economic, these actions under present conditions 
acquire increased political significance, especially 
since in many cases the state is their employer. 
Speakers at strike meetings have not restricted them
selves to demanding full compensation for steep 
price rises and similar claims, but also criticise the 
financial policy of the government in general.

While the social reformist leaders of the Histadrut 
(trade union federation) try to preserve class peace, 
they cannot be altogether deaf to the workers’ 
demands.

The Arab population has taken up the battle 
against continuing discrimination, for example at 
municipal level, in employment, against the threat of

(Conclusion on page 14)
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man gang, I had plenty of time for reading the His
tory of the World presented to me by President Sid
ney Hillman, as well as for recording some history of 
that underworld itself. 

Darkness and Light in Israel
(continued from page 7)

further expropriation and eviction from their lands 
in Galilee and particularly against the brutal policy 
of evicting the bedouins and their herds from tradi
tional pasture lands in the Negev, to make way for 
military bases, both American and Israeli ones. The 
Arab population has never been so united in its 
struggle, with a high level of consciousness reached 
as a result of the political line of the Communist 
Party of Israel. The four mass demonstrations on the 
Day of Land (March 30) have reaffirmed this unity. 
Almost the entire Arab population of Israel takes 
part in the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality, 
led by the Communist Party; at present it represents 
the most organised democratic force in Israeli socity.

In many fields, the political, social and economic 
slogans and assessments of the CPI have been taken 
up by wide circles of the people. Anti-communism 
has lost much of its former appeal, and people in 
general are prepared to listen to Communists, even if 
they do not accept their views. Together with its 
allies in the Democratic Front and in co-operation 
with other forces on concrete issues, the Communist 
Party of Israel does everything to unite the various 
streams of progressive action, in order to create a 
force capable of changing the official political line in 
the direction of a policy of genuine peace, national 
independence, democracy, equality of rights and 
social progress. There is no other political alternative 
for historical progress, and its core at the present 
juncture is the achievement of a just, comprehensive 
and durable peace in the area.D

This local was joined by the Canvas and Pad Makers 
Local 153 and the Palm Beach workers. Together 
they formed the new Local 5. At the same time, the 
tailors of the Brooklyn Local 213 and the Browns
ville Local 214 amalgamated with New York Local 2. 
Later this amalgamation resulted in the present 
United Local 25 of operators and tailors.

When we finally convinced even the doubters and 
the opponents of “amalgamation” to go through 
with the unification, a celebration was arranged at 
which the agreement would be ratified. The place 
chosen was a Roumanian restaurant on Forsythe 
Street. There was plenty to eat and drink, and the 
skeptics paid much more attention to the refresh
ments than to the speeches. The talk flowed, and the 
whisky and beer, and suddenly Mr. Kreitzer stood up 
with a chicken-leg in one hand and a wing in the 
other and sang out: “Brothers! Long live the amal
gamation! You fellows had more sense than we did! 
L'chayim!"

When we finally signed the agreement of amalga
mation and had folded it up neatly to turn over to the 
national office, one of our former opponents, who 
had apparently imbibed more than his capacity be
gan to “return” some of the liquor.

Again Kolushkin was on his feet, albeit a little un
steadily this time. “Well brothers, what did I tell 
you? I told you this would be the result of your amal
gamation! Now do you believe me?”

I Am Rewarded

Afterward, this writer was honored with a ban
quet arranged by the Local Union. "Fortshrit” 
(Progress), organ of the Amalgamated, wrote that 
“this banquet was arranged to give recognition to 
Brother Sam Liptzin’s energetic and devoted acti
vity. Brother Liptzin, although not one of the oldest 
members of the organization, has been one of the 
most active participants in the life of the organiza
tion since its founding. He was also one of the few in 
the organization who worked with all his energy for 
the unification of the separate locals into one union; 
this effort was crowned with complete success.

“ ... His praiseworthy activity was recognized 
also by the presentation of a Loving Cup to Brother 
Sam Liptzin, as well as a presentation of a ten- 
volume world history in Yiddish, presented and per
sonally autographed by President Hillman.”

When I was later expelled from the union for 
exposing the graft and racketeering of the Becker- 
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