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Editorial

The internal conflict in Al Fatah has rea-
ched a level which threatens to have grave
repercussions for our revolution as a whole.
Thus, a heavy burden rests on all Palestinian
organizations and factions to work together
to resolve this problem in a responsible man-
ner which protects both the unity and the
principles of our people's struggle.

Efforts to reach a solution must begin by
correctly locating the cause of the conflict,
which has its roots in longstanding political
and organizational differences in Al Fatah
itself. In the last analysis, it is mistakes
made by the right wing that finally led sec-
tors of Al Fatah to move into open opposition.
Any attempt to circumvent the internal roots
of the conflict and shift the main blame to
external factors will only detract from the
chances of finding a sound solution.Moreover,
such a wrong approach invites outside inter-
ference, especially that of Arab reaction.

The Palestinian masses, cadre and fighters
have attained a degree of national political
consciousness that leads them to reject a po-
litical line that vacillates between the
principles of the revolution and on the other
hand, attempts to conciliate Arab reaction
and imperialist circles. In this context, a
set of organizational and military decisions,
51 in all, made unilaterally by brother Yasir
Arafat, in his capacity of General Commander
of the Forces of the Palestinjan Revolution,
was the straw that broke the camel's back.
Especially disturbing to the bases were new
military appointments to persons who proved
incapable during the invasion of Lebanon and
whose conduct violates the standards of the
revolution.

In general, the contents of the opposi-
tion's original demands, for internal demo-
cratic reform and adherence to the revolu-
tionary program, coincided with the positions
which other Palestinian forces, ourselves in-
cluded, have struggled to implement within
the framework of the PLO. Thus at the start,
as a movement for rectification, the opposi-
tion gained support in Al Fatah's base and
from other Palestinian organizations. From
the beginning, we in the PFLP, along with
others, engaged in serious efforts to alle-
viate tension and bring the two sides into a
democratic dialogue that would preserve unity.

However, initial attempts to find a solu-
tion failed, and the consequent resort to
armed force worsened the conditions for rea-
ching an agreement that would promote the de-

sired reforms. Instead, the most prominent
feature of the conflict has become the danger
it poses. .Most immediately, it has the effect
of freezing much of the positive work of our
revolution. More far-reaching, with the in-
volvement of other organizations in the armed
confrontations and the resulting polarization
within the resistance movement as a whole,
the unity of the PLO itself is placed in jeo-
pardy. This in turn poses a threat to every
arena of our masses' struggle. The prevailing
situation can only have negative effects on
the masses and nationalist forces in Lebanon
who have every reason - and right -~ to expect
united Palestinian support to their struggle
against Zionist occupation and the newly im-
posed accord. Parallel to this is the demor-
alizing effect on our masses in occupied Pal-
estine, who have set their lives on the line
to defend the PLO's unity and sole represen-
tation. Furthermore, the present situation
endangers the PLO's political role in the
Arab arena and the gains it has made on the
international level. In short, it is only the
enemy forces which stand to gain from this
conflict after it has reached a point where
democratic dialogue is increasingly difficult
and internal clashes have prodded a drift
towards division in the PLO's ranks.

The tragic dimensions of the situation
were underscored further with PLO Chairman
Yaser Arafat's deportation from Syria. This
highlighted the potential, negative impact
which the internal conflict can have on the
Arab nationalist arena. Any worsening of PLO-
Syrian relations at this critical juncture
could have fatal consequences, as the solid
alliance of the two is more than ever needed
as the cornerstone of broad Arab national
confrontation against the US-Zionist policy
and the possibility of a new enemy aggression.
Weakened solidarity within the nationalist
camp would give a golden opportunity to Arab
reaction which has been seeking new avenues
to penetrate the united Palestinian political
position and extract concessions from the PLO.
The Jordanian regime in particular is poised,
ready to capitalize on the results of any
divisions in the PLO's ranks, or any rift
with Syria, that might allow it to re-present
its plan for subordinating our people's cause
to its reactionary patronage.

In light of these dangers, it must be ob-
vious to all that the main, immediate task is
preserving the PLO's unity and the integrity
of independent Palestinian decision-making. »







































Arab CPs Reject Accord

In early June, eleven Arab communist parties met and.
registered their common stand against the Israeli -
Lebanese accord. Below is a summary of the communique
issued by the following parties:

1. Jordanian Communist Party

2. Bahraini National Liberation Front

3. Tunisian Communist Party

4. Socialist Vanguard Party (Algeria)

5. Communist Party of Saudi Arabia

6. Sudanese Communist Party

7. Syrian Communist Party

8. Iraqgi Communist Party

9. Palestinian Communist Party
10.Lebanese Communist Party
11.Egyptian Communist Party

The communist and workers®
parties in the Arab countries
held a meeting where the current
situation in the region was dis-
cussed, as well as the interna-
tional situation. The communique
defines and condemns the dangers
which the imperialist - Zionist
invasion poses to the Arab na-
tional liberation movement. The
communigue points out that the
military attack on Lebanon and
the Palestinian resistance was

"of the severest nature; this
has been underscored in the
signing of the Israeli-Lebanese
agreement and the escalation of
threats to carry out a military
offensive against Syria.

The communique condemns this
agreement, forced upon Lebanon
by US pressure, as an extension
of Camp David and an outrageous
violation of the sovereignty
and independence of Lebanon. By
this agreement, Lebanon is con-
verted into a military base and
a US-Israeli protectorate, as
well as a threatening factor to
Syria, other Arab countries and
world peace., It fulfills Israeli
ambitions for regional politi~-
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cal, economic and cultural ex-
pansion., It aims at splitting
Lebanon from the Arab world and
putting an end to democratic
freedom there. Moreover, it
widens. the gap of internal
strife, giving fascist, isola-
tionist, sectarian forces
strength, which threatens the
unity of Lebanon, leading to
its partition. In addition, the

agreement rewards the Israelis, -

instead of punishing them and
forcing them to unconditional
withdrawal according to the
Security Council resolutions.
The communigque stresses that
the communist and workers' par-~
ties in the Arab countries will

_"continue their struggle...at

the side of the nationalist Le-
banese and will exert all
efforts to foil this agreement
and prevent Lebanon from sub-
mitting to Israeli and US occu-

‘pation, continuing under the

facade of the MNF, so as to re-
store the complete sovereignty
of Lebanon, reasserting its
Arab nature, unity and the
right of its people to democra-
tic development, removed from

any external dominance or in-
terference.” :

The communique also condemns
the Zionist-US escalation of
threats against Syria, which
serves to emphasize the impor=~
tance of the latter's role of
steadfastness in the face of
the imperialist plan and offen-

'sive policy. It also stresses

that the battle in defense of
Syria "acquires an Arab and in-
ternational nature; moreover, )
the question of fortifying the
steadfastness of Syria is of
extraordinary importance under
the present circumstances."

The communigque calls for in-
creased solidarity with the Pa-
lestinian people and the PLO as
their sole, legitimate represen-
tative, stressing the importance
of unity. It salutes the stand
taken by the Soviet Union in
support of Arab causes and Arab
steadfastness, and calls for
strengthening the relations of
friendship and cooperation with
the Soviet Union as a decisive
factor in our liberation battle.






Arab ambivalence -
tool for imperialism

‘Arab reaction's efforts to
assist in turning Lebanon into
a US-Israeli protectorate are
made easier by the prevailing
situation of Arab officialdom.
Aside from Syria, Libya and
Democratic Yemen;ABo Arab re-
gime has definitively rejected
the accord. On the other hand,
only Egypt,Gman,Sudan and Jor-
dan have given unqualified
support. The pivotal point in
the official Arab stand is the
ambivalence of the majority.
Not wanting to lose their na=-’
tional face, some regimes have
verbally criticized the accord
as a surrender to Zionist de-
mands. Their real stand - sup-
port to the US efforts - is
covered by the pretense of re-
specting Lebanon's right to
make its own decisions. (It is
noteworthy that respect for
Lebanese "independence” is a
new stand on the part of Arab
reaction, adopted only after
there are prospects of a
‘strong reactionary authority.)

Such doubletalk is totally
in line with the imperialist
tactics. This was evidenced by
Veliotes' statement: "We are
encouraged that a large number
of Arab states have either sup-
ported the May 17 Lebanon-Is-
rael withdrawal agreement or
have supported Lebanon's right
to decide for itself what is
best for Lebanon."

The Saudis, with their fi-
nancial clout and behind-the-
scenes politiking, are the
prime movers in the efforts to
induce Syrian withdrawal by a
combination of enticement and
pressure. In order to be the
US's most utile ally in the
region, the Saudis must also
maintain their image as leader
of the Arab and Moslem world.
Any move must be covered by a
.semblance of consensus and in-
dependent decision-making.
Thus, Prince Sultan (Saudi De-
fense Minister) felt impelled
to issue a statement after
meeting his US counterpart,
that "Saudi Arabia is not a
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tool in the hands of any big
or small power for exerting
pressure on an Arab nation.”
Pressure on Syria is being ex-
erted in a "brotherly" fashion
- a fact which makes the situ-
ation no less dangerous,on the
contrary. Capitalizing on the
weakness of the Arab national
liberation movement, Arab reac-
tion has a relatively free-
hand to pursue these tactics,
risking only minimal exposure
in the eyes of the masses.

New lines of polarization

The signing of the accord
on Lebanon, and the Arab re-
sponse to this, provides an
objective measure of US impe-
rialism's progress vis-a-vis
the regimes of the area. There
is no official talk of conven-
ing an Arab summit for the
purpose of imposing sanctions,
as occurred after the Egyptian
regime signed the treaty with
'Israel'., (This in fact is no
surprise;the reactionary re-
gimes have long circumvented
the embargo imposed on Egypt
at the Baghdad Summit. In the
past year, open political and
economic relations with the
Mubarak regime have become de
facto.) Now the talk is of a
mini-summit between Saudi king
Fahd, President Assad of Syria
and Amin Gemayel of Lebanon,
for the purpose of getting
Syria to withdraw. This re-
flects the mainstream Arab ap-
proach of dealing with the
current impasse as a misunder-
standing between Syria and Le-—
banon, hoping that the Arab
masses can be lulled into for-
getting the real issue at
stake: that a second Arab
country has made a separate
'peace' with the Zionist ene-
my, and US imperialism has
gained new ground in the Arab
region.

The 1983 mainstream Arab
response reveals that fewer
Arab regimes are even making a
pretense of opposing imperial-
ist-Zionist plans. Saddam
Hussein's Iraqg is the prime
example of a former nationalist

regime that has now cemented
ties to the US. In a dying
gesture of its former militant
stance, the regime verbally
condemned the treaty. It was
left to US Secretary of State -
Schultz to report on its real
stand: "The Iraqis I met with
in Paris, and they are strongly
in favor of Syrian withdrawal."
The Iragi position is not sur-
prising, but the danger is
that others are following in
this tendency. The issue of
Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon
is integrally related to the
future course of struggle in
the area. Though they may not
dare to say it aloud, those
favoring Syrian withdrawal al-
50 mean PLO withdrawal and the
erid of open pewer bases for
Lebanese nationalist forces.
This means passification of
the currently most advanced
frontline with the Zionist
enemy, and cutting off the
rearguard for the militants
who continue to strike the
occupation forces from behind
the lines.

With the official confron~
tation front narrowed, the
importance of the genuinely
nationalist and progressive
forces is set in relief. The
reaction to the new accord de-
lineates the current state of
polarization in the area.While
the Steadfastness and Confron-
tation Front has not convened
in this critical situation, the
strong, correct positions of
Democratic Yemen and Libya
against the accord serve to
maintain the national progres-
sive perspective for which
this front was formed. This is
an important support to the
Syrian-PLO-Lebanese national-
ist rejection of the accord.
Also, the Arab People's Con-
ference, meeting in Damascus
in early June, roundly rejec-
ted the accord, as did 11 Arab
communist parties (see commu-
nique in this bulletin). It is
with these forces that the ul-
timate responsibility lies for
broadening the confrontation
against the enemy plans for:
the area. .



One Year After

On the occasion of the first anniversary of the Zionist invasion of Lebanon,"Al
Hadaf" (PFLP's Arabic weekly) published an assessment of the current situation
in terms of the extent to which the enemy forces have accomplished their goals
with the war. The following is an abbreviated version of this article.

As a background for evaluating the current
situation, we can summarize the Zionist-impe-
rialist goals with the invasion on 3 levels:

1. On the Palestinian level -

The direct aim, as declared by the Zionist
government, was the destruction of the infra-
structure of the Palestinian revolution and
the elimination of its political role in the
region. The Zionist government perceived that
anything less than a deadly blow to the PLO
might only serve to strengthen and consoli-
date it. Thus, the enemy deemed it necessary
to employ the full weight of its war machine-
ry in order to completely crush our revolu-
tion which, in its essence, is Zionism's
historical contradiction and the force that
will eventually dig its grave.

2. On the Lebanese level -

Though the direct aim of the invasion was -
the destruction of the Palestinian revolution,
we must not underestimate the Zionists' aims
related to their interests in Lebanon. It is
an old Zionist dream to control the water re-
sources of South Lebanon and to annex part of
it. This dream has expanded to encompass full
control over the Lebanese economy, people,
land and politics, thus becoming Lebanon's
partner in its relations with the other Arab
countries. This was evident in the Zionists'
economic invasion, whereby Israeli products
were shoveled into the Lebanese market by the
Israeli tanks.

On the political level, the Zionist plan
is to divide Lebanon along sectarian and re-
gional lines, and to rebuild it on the same
racist, sectarian basis by which the Zionist
entity justifies its own existence. The Zion-
ists' role in promoting internal clashes in
the Shouf region is a clear indication of
this aim. Moreover,the Zionist dream of crea-
ting such sectarian entities does not end
with Lebanon, but targets the entire region.

These aims and policies cannot be dis-
missed on the basis of the Israelis' claims
that they have "no special interests” in Le-
banon. Nor can they be judged solely by the
Israelis' direct demands in the negotiations.

Rather the immediate Zionist demands are pre-
requisites for realizing their original plan
for full control.

The direct aim of destroying the PLO was
overemphasized throughout the war, leading to
an erroneous belief that the Lebanese people
were not targeted. This allowed the Lebanese
right wing to support the invasion. Soon,
however, the reality of the Zionist plan -
which included the Lebanese people - was
discovered. This realization has escalated
mass resistance to the occupation and streng-
thened the role of the Lebanese National Re-
sistance Front. In addition, sectors of the
Lebanese bourgeoisie have voiced fears of the
occupation, having experienced that it con-
tradicts their interests.

3. On the Arab level -

The invasion aimed at bringing new life to
the original US Camp David plan, ending its

19



deadlock as being a unilateral agreement with
Egypt. The invasion also aimed at dealing a
military blow to Syria's forces in Lebanon,
in order to compel Syria to accept the US -
Zionist conditions and thus end official Arab
rejection of the US plan. This was evident in
the number of political plans proposed soon
after the PLO's departure from Beirut: the
Reagan plan, the Fez plan, the confederation
with Jordan. These plans revealed the real
dilemma facing the US-Arab reactionary moves
in the area, due to the effective role of the
Palestinian-Syrian-Lebanese nationalist alli-
ance, which was indeed an obstacle to be eli-
minated.

4. On the international level -

The invasion was intended to definitively
end the Soviet Union's role in the region, in
order to facilitate full US control. During
the war,
propaganda campaign to win further support
from its US allies. (Former)US Secretary of
State Haig, who was one of. the most enthusi-
astic advocates of the war, was also the ar-
chitect of the US's strategic consensus poli-
cy for the region. According to this policy,
the Soviet Union-communism is pinpointed as
the number one danger in the area, requiring:
joint US-Israeli-Arab efforts to confront it.
Obviously, this policy was strongly rejected
by the Arab nationalist forces, leaving the
US and Arab reaction with the option of
having this. opposition destroyed at the first
opportunity, which came with the 1982 Zionist
invasion. .

Today, the US and Zionist leaders continue
their attempts to undermine Soviet influence
in the area. They refer to the Syrian military
build-up and advanced defensive weapons as a
threat, in order to maintain their attack on
the Soviet Union and its influence in the
area.

Taking stock

Did the US-Zionist alliance succeed in its
goals? What is the situation of the Palestin-
ian revolution in light of these goals and
their ramifications, one year after the inva-
sion? What are the results of the last war?
What are the requirements for continuing na-
tional steadfastness and strengthening it?

The US-supported, Zionist invasion suc-
‘ceeded in accomplishing some of its goals,
leading to new conditions with dangerous im-
plications not only on the Palestinian and
Lebanese levels, but also on the Arab and in-
ternational levels,:

First: The enemy succeeded in dealing a
strong blow to the Palestinian revolution and
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'Israel' waged an intense anti-Soviet

its open armed presence in Lebanon. The three
months'" war ended in almost totally expelling
the Palestinian resistance from South Lebanon
and Beirut., The Palestinian revolution's vic-
tory was confined to the moral level. The
fact that it stood heroically against the
most- advanced war machinery for three months
is indeed a victory for our people, which led
to more respect and support for the movement
throughout the world. However, in practical
terms, the end result was to the benefit of
the enemy.

Second: The invasion weakened the Lebanese
National Movement, dealing a heavy blow to
its organizations and its political and mili-
tary presence in South Lebanon and Beirut,
Further, it strengthened the fascist forces
and allowed them to come to power in Lebanon.
It has become quite clear that the election
of Bashir Gemayel would not have been possi-
ble had it not been for the invasion, the
siege of West Beirut and the heavy blow dealt
to the Palestinian revolution and the Leba-
nese National Movement. Nor had the election
of Amin Gemayel, the brother of Bashir and
Phalangist Party Politbureau member;'been
possible without the Zionist occupation of
large areas of Lebanon. The fact that the
Phalangist Party has gained state power has '
influence on the Lebanese, Arab and interna-
tional situation.

Third: The war aimed at dealing a heavy
blow to the Syrian army by expelling it from
most of the Lebanese areas extending from
Jezzine (in the southeast) through the Shouf
mountains and to Beirut, in order to weaken

_Syrian influence in Lebanon. In spite of the

consequences of this blow for Syria's politi-
cal influence on the Arab and international
level, the present situation still allows Sy-
ria a real chance to influence the balance of
power in the region, and to bring changes
that will serve the national interests by
confronting the imperialist-Zionist plots.
Furthering Syria's cooperation with the So-
viet Union and maintaining its solid politi-
cal stance on all levels are essential condi-
tions for Syria to overcome the effects of
the blow dealt to it.

Fourth: The invasion succeeded in weaken-
ing the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front
politically, morally and practically, on the
Arab and international level. This front
proved its incapacity to confront the Zionist
attack on two of its members: the PLO and
Syria. This front,that was formed to confront
the Camp David alliance, failed the real test
and cannot continue functioning in the same
manner,

Fifth: The war revealed the extent of the
crisis of the Arab national liberation move-
ment, It inflicted a political, moral and
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Occupied Palestine

Uprising in Ramleh Prison

There was an uprising in
Ramleh prison as 78 political
prisoners demanded improvement
in conditions and to be consi-
dered prisoners-of-war. A
clash occurred with the Zion-
ist guards in which two of
them were seriously wounded
and hospitalized. The Zionist
daily "Haaretz" described the
uprising as a mutiny and said
that the two guards had been
held as hostages. Sources from
within the prison say that one
of these guards was stabbed
with a penknife, while the
other suffered an attack of
hysterics.

As a result of the uprising,
the director of Ramleh prison
was forced to admit the terri-
ble conditions suffered by the
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prisoners: "We are well aware
of the justice of their de-
mands." These demands include
everyday things which most
people take for granted: fresh

air, sleep, edible food, etc.
Instead the prisoners are sub-
ject to constantly being moved
from cell to cell, having
their cell stormed night after
night, confiscation of what
small belongings they have,
refusal of permission to see
their families. Also, for one
month, some of the prisoners
were fed a kind of grass nor-
mally fed to sheep.

24

In the face of these condi-
tions, the prisoners raised
their voices in one resounding
cry: "Yes to hunger, No to
kneeling". Despite these con-
ditions, they were able to or-
ganize their struggle within
the prison barehanded; with
only the most primitive means,
they were able to inflict
casualties on their fascist
jailers.

According to the latest re-
port, the strike was continu-
ing on June 26th. On this day,
The Zionist guards attacked a
group of prisoners with nerve
gas and plastic clubs. Two of
the ‘prisoners had to be hospi-
talized, having received con-
cussions from the beating. The
two are Mousa Fahd and Mohd
Jibril. The rest of the pri-
soners involved were put in
solitary confinement. The pri-
soners have called on the In-
ternational Red Cross to in-
spect the prison and form a
legal committee to investigate
the circumstances at Ramleh.

1983: Rise in Resistance

Contrary to Zionist aims
with the invasion of Lebanon,
our people under occupation
have actually escalated their
struggle after the PLO's de-
parture from Beirut. At the
same time, conflict within the
barbed-wire entity has increa-
sed, due to the invasion.

Nurbers speak louder than words %

Statistics leaked from Zio-
nist intelligence sources to
the western press show a con-
siderable increase in military
operations and mass actions
against the Israeli occupiers
in Palestine. These figures
dealt a hardy blow to theories

that the explosive situation
in the occupied territories
would eventually peter out and
specifically so after the 1982
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The Long Arm of Royalty

Ensuring "Jordanian national security"

Though Jordanian officials have presented
a variety of justifications for the repres-
sivé measures taken, a closer look will re-
veal the dangers contained in these restric-
tions. The standard justification is "nation-
al security"” or "discouraging Palestinians in
the occupied territories from emigrating”.
Bashir Barghouti, editor of "Al Talia" news-—
paper in Jerusalem, pcinted out that this
latter call was a smokescreen: "For 16 years,
Jordan...did not prevent the wave of emigra-
tion from the West Bank.™

The measures now being enforced on the
-Palestinian population are:

1. Limiting to one month the period of
stay in Jordan for all those entering from
the occupied territories. (From the Israeli
side, those departing must stay outside for
6 months,)

2. Refusal to issue work permits to those
coming from the occupied territories to seek
employment in Jordan,

3. Those allowed into Jordan must fill out
a complete report about the purpose of entry,
addresses of people they will contact, place
of temporary residence, etc.

4. Especially strict measures are imposed
on men and women between the ages of 16-26.
Many of this age group are students at Jordan
University, Yarmouk University or vocational
colleges in Jordan. Many of them have been
refused entry to Jordan. Those refused are
completely aware of the reasons why; at the
bridge, they told reporters that these res-
trictions are attempts to pressure the PLO
to submit to the Jordanian demands.

On another level, the Jordanian regime has
begun tightening its stranglehold on the PLO
institutions and cadre in Jordan:
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After the breakdown of the Palestinian -
Jordanian talks, the jilted regime unleashed
its supply of penalties, threats and restric-
tions on the Palestinian masses. In a cam-—
paign which could well be entitled "How do I
destroy thee?Let me count the ways..." the
long arm of the Jordanian regime does not
stop in Jordan, but is mobilizing its puppets
in occupied Palestine, to undermine the role
of the national and progressive forces. More-
over, .the regime is sparing no efforts at
string-pulling along with the other Arab
reactionary regimes.

1. The Jordanian authorities have pressured
the head of the PLO office in Amman to relin-
quish his post.

2. The activities of the official liaison be-
tween the PLO and the regime have been sus-
pended.

3. An order is being enacted whereby all
those connected to the PLO, and who entered
Jordan after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon,
are being forced to leave. A large number
have already been deported by force.

4. Many students and workers who were volun-
teer fighters in Lebanon during the last war,
have been arrested and given the choice of
remaining in prison or being deported.

5. Palestinians residing in Jordan, who have
been deported from Palestine or served prison
sentences there, were personally warned by
intelligence agents not to engage in any
political activities.

6. Dozens of families, who left the West Bank
or Gaza Strip and entered Jordan in order to
travel further or to have their passports re-
newed, have had their travel documents con-
fiscated at the borders (the Jordanian side
of the bridge), thus forcing them to remain
in Jordan indefinitely.

Monetary avenues for the regime's influence

It has always been obvious that any influ-
ence granted to the Jordanian regime concern-—
ing the funds to support our people in the
occupied territories is very dangerous to the
Palestinian cause. The regime has consistent~
ly worked to take advantage of the Palestini-
an-Jordanian Joint Committee and the funds
channeled through it. Although the PNC, in
its 15th and 16th sessions, put restrictions
on the functioning of the Joint Committee, no
real control has been exercised to regulate



























‘Book Review

«Zionism in the Age

of the Dictators»

The newly—publisheg book,
"Zionism in the Age of the
Dictators", is of great impor~
tance for the high gquality of
research it exhibits, as well
as for its political perspec-
tive. Other pieces have been
written about relations be-
tween the Zionist movement and
fascism, but this is the first
attempt to examine these in a
global context throughout the
period from the first to the
second world war.

The author is not content
to simply expose the most
scandalous aspects of these
relations. Each Zionist con-
tact, agreement and stand vis-
a-vis fascism is not only
carefully documented, but also
thoughtfully evaluated. The
standard for judging Zionism
is clear~cut and tangible: Did
the movement's policy defend
the interests of the Jewish
masses in Europe, whose very
existence was threatened by
anti~Semitism and fascism in
its various forms?

The answer is a resounding
"'no", and a wealth of histori-
cal data and concrete analysis
is presented to substantiate
this conclusion:
~how Zionist attempts at con-
ciliation and even outright
collaboration with reactionary
anti-Semitic and fascist
powers failed to halt pogroms
and later the holocaust...
-how European Zionists con-

by Lenni Brenner -

Nazi concentration camp inmates

sciously refrained from fight-
ing for the civil rights of
Jews in their respective coun-
tries...
~how the WZ0's selective immi-
gration policy not only sepa-
rated it from the Jewish
masses, but in effect sacri-
ficed the majority in favor of
the 'higher' goal of turning
Palestine into a Zionist state
—-the negative role played by
US Zionists in the moves to
boycott Nazi Germany, their
suppression of the first news
of the holocaust, and their
refusal to press for a revi-
sion of US immigration laws to
provide a refuge for imperiled
European JeWs, etc,

The Kasztner affair,whereby
450,000 Jews went unknowingly

“to their death in Hungary in

exchange for free passage for
a trainload of’Zionists bound
for Palestine, has already
been exposed by the Israelis
themselves, Brenner's contri-
bution is-showing that the
treachery of this particular
Labor Zionist leader,Kasztner,
was a logical extension of the
prevailing Zionist policy.Apt-~
ly, the chapter dealing with
this is entitled, "Hungary,the
Crime within a Crime".
Throughout the. book, the
cruel logic. behind Zionism's
policies is elucidated by quo-~
tations from its influential
leaders of all political
shades. One, in particular,
graphically illustrates that
Zionist failure to even try to
save the Jews of Europe en
masse was not due so much to
weakness as to well-defined
political priorities. Rabbi
Michael Dov-Ber Weissmandel,
who from fascist-controlled
Slovakia himself engaged in
serious rescue attempts, had a
plan in 1942, to buy free all
Jews in western Europe and the
Balkans. He was refused money
for this project from Zionist
sources, and was told why in a
letter from the Switzerland
representative of HeChalutz
(Pioneers-Labor Zionist youth
movement) . Brenner quotes
Weissmandel's summary of the
contents: "...About the cries
coming from your country, we

“"Zionism in the Age of the Dictators® was published in 1983, by Croom Helm Ltd., Provident
House, Burrell Row, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 1AT, England; and in the USA by Laurence Hill and
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The Commission recalls the practices of
the Nuremburg Tribunal which passed judgement
on the main war criminals of the second world
war. It calls attention to the possibilities
of reverting to article 90 of the Additional
Protocol to the Geneva Convention of 1949 on
the protection of war victims, in order to
create an inter-governmental commission on
crimes committed by Israel on Lebanese terri-
tory, with the help of its accomplices.
~ The commission is prepared to communicate
all of its documents to such a jurisdictional
group.

3. that the situation persisting in Lebanon
puts to the fore the fundamental role in this
war of the United States, engaging their re-
sponsibility both with regard to occupation
and the crimes for which Israel is the guilty
partye.

4. that persistent occupation, brutal vio-
lence, the negation by Israel of the princi-
ples and norms of international law are seri-
ous obstacles to an equitable and global set-
tlement of the crisis in the Middle East,
taking into account the legitimate interests
of all States and all peoples of the area and
in particular the need to vouchsafe the legi-
timate right of the Palestinian people to
create its own state and to decide in all in-
dependence on its relations with the other
states.

5. The persisting aggression and Israeli oc-
cupation, and the ensuing crimes are also a
danger to world peace.This is why the Commis-
sion deems its necessary to alert and call on
world public opinion, political parties,
social and religious movements, governments
and parliaments, international and intergov—'
ernmental organizations to raise their voices
and to act so as to guarantee and ensure pro-
tection of the Lebanese and Palestinian popu-
lations, by using all means in their possess-
ion to put a halt without delay to the crimes
of the Israeli government cligque and to the
criminal occupation it exerts; and to achieve
the retreat of all Israeli armed forces from
Lebanon and the liberation of all its prison-—
ers.

The Commission wishes to commend the cour-
ageous behaviour of the troops and officers
of the Israeli army who refused to take part
in the criminal ventures decided on by the
Begin government on Lebanese soil., It has
noted with satisfaction the development of
the steps taken by political and social
forces, by leaders who in Israel denounced
the criminal character of the aggression and
annexation policy of the Begin government and
which call for rapid achievement of a peace
based on recognition of the rights of the
Palestinian people for their auto-determina-

Prague
1983

tion and the creation of their own state. Q

The World Assembly for Peace and Life Against Nuclear War, held in Prague,

Czechoslovakia, from June 2lst to 27th, was one of the most significant expres-
sions of protest raised against the nuclear arms race. The 3,000 delegates, re-
presenting 132 countries, unanimously denounced the US plans for deployment of
new nuclear weapons, especially those of first-strike capacity, like the Cruise|
Trident 1I, Pershing II, and MX. Moreover, the majority of delegates condemned
the US policy of deploying these weapons in Europe, as this would trigger an
escalation of the arms race. No less denounced was the US refusal to accept a
no first-use policy, and the utterly incredible idea of a "limited, winnable"

nuclear war.
T T

The-assembly was of an extremely broad na-
ture, including national and international
organizations and institutions, peace move-
ments, unions, student, youth and women's or-
ganizations, and religious groups. 80% of the
participants were from western Europe, the US
or the three continents (the latter constitu-
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ting 40%), while 20% of the delegates were
from socialist countries. Of particular sig-
nificance was the relatively large number of
delegates from the US (around 200).

Sectors of the western media waged a cam-
paign against this conference, trying to be-
little its broadly representative character












describe the situation. However, I will tell
you a secret of which the enemy knows nothing:
Do you know, Ghassan, that we feel free in
the siege? I have never felt as free as I do
now. The siege actually besieges all outside
its boundaries. It besieges all who try to
impose an opinion or stand on us. The siege
gives us the freedom of choice...to fight. It
also gives us the chance to fight = a chance
we have for so long been deprived of under a
variety of excuses. Above all, it gives us
the chance to prove that it is possible to-
fight the enemy and, moreover, to defeat-it.
There is the enemy with all its might and the
might of the US - both rendered ineffective
in the face of the guns of our revolutionari-
es...Revolutionaries determined to fight, not
fearing their fighter planes, their warships
or their vacuum bombs.

Look around you...The pieces of shattered
pine tree which you planted are guarding the
strongholds; it is as if they were protecting
then from the enemy's eyes.

I must return to my base. We must fight so
that the men will not die in the sun as they
used to.(4)

~July 8, 1983

We left Beirut, oh Ghassan, after our
horizons had been narrowed, after children
had died of hunger and thirst. We left so as
to spare those who remained more martyrs and
wounded. We left so that Beirut would not be
converted, as the enemy had wished, into our
last battle. We left, however, with our heads
raised. We left after preventing the enemy
frem storming into the first Arab capital
ever to be besieged.

However, the bombardment continued - this
time, political bombardment. They thought
that the battles in Lebanon had destroyed us,
destroyed our will to fight, rendering us
lost and submissive. They targeted us politi-
cally with bombs of every size and weight.
They want to finish us - as a people, as a
cause and as a revolution. To them, we are a
disease spreading through the desert, undaun-
ted by the robes of the sheikhs. Our gun,
which imposed itself for 18 years transmit-
tings its ideas like a lighthouse shining
from the gulf to the ocean, is now wanted.

Do not ask about the armed struggle...They
are trying to kill it...in the Gulf, in Saudi
Arabia, in Palestine. Dayan tried his luck
and failed. Arab reaction tried their luck in
Jordan and in Lebanon,and failed. Sharon
tried his luck and failed. However, they con-
tinue bombarding! They want the head of the
revolution. :

The US says "no" to the PLO and to the
right of self-determination. Carter says, "The
Arabs don't want a Palestinian state."” Reagan
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says "King Hussein is the sole representa-
tive of the Palestinians." Mubarak arrests
Palestinians, telling them: "Recognize your
murderers!" Amin Gemayel arrests and oppres-
ses the Palestinians and signs a new agree-
ment of humiliation with the enemy. The col-
laborators start to show their heads in the
occupied territories and call for 'autonomy'.
All of these are bombs.

But as I told you before among the strong-
holds of July 8th, 1982, our people are figh-
ting...generation after generation...The ene-
my spread over the land of Lebanon is being
subjected to daily hot fire. Our children in
occupied Palestine spray the enemy with
stones every other minute. Our people cry out
in the loudest of voices and with all the
bullets they possess: "We will continue our
struggle no matter what the cost. The PLO is
our sole, legitimate representative. We will
protect the unity of the organization and its
independence."

We will not succumb to the plans of impe-
rialism. We will answer Schultz, who asked
the PLO to make a bold decision to let the
Arabs speak on our behalf: "Yes, we will make
a bold decision. We will continue to fight
them and their plans." There is still much
that remains for us = our people.

The sea will overflow into another sea,and
all the foam will end on our rocks, wave upon
wave, All the waves will break at our sands;
our fortress is our people - the new genera-
tion. In their tears, there is unrelenting
determination and in their eyes, the light of
the coming sunrise. Don't close your eyes...
Look with us...All pain will be followed by
the joy of victory...It is coming...

(1) Um Saad, a middle-aged Palestinian woman .
who lives in a refugee camp, is the central
character in one of Ghassan Kanafani's novels
which bears her name., Through her personality
the everyday life, the sorrows and hopes of
the Palestinian people are conveyed.

(2) Reference to the novel "Um Saad". In the
story, she plants a dryed-out branch of a
grape vine (tree), convinced that it will
grow, despite others saying that it is
useless, Her tree symbolizes the belief in
the certainty of victory despite prevailing
hardships.

(3) In the Arab tradition, and as used in
Kanafani's stories, the horse symbolizes
courage.

(4) This is a reference to Kanafani's novel
"Men in the Sun" wherein three Palestinians
die in the heat of the desert while journey-
ing to find work in the Gulf states. The
novel is a metaphor for the futility of find-
ing an individual escape route frcm the Pal-
estinian situation.









