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Apologists of capitalism attempted to prove that in contempo
rary capitalist society a certain "integration" of the trade unions 
into the capitalist system takes place. Today this "theory" has been 
knocked full of holes. The time has gone when the working class 
movement limited itself to purely economic demands. The number 
of strikes demanding that the criminal war in Vietnam be ended is 
growing from year to year; in Japan millions of working people are 
involved in political action against Washington's attempts to trans
form Japan into a bridgehead and an instrument of American mi
litarists; in Italy mass action against fascism, which is raising its 
head, is gaining in scope.

In recent years protest in the United States against the milita
rist policy of the ruling quarters has acquired unprecedented scope 
and strength. The liberation movement of the black people is becom
ing a powerful political factor. Black America no longer limits itself 
to a struggle for petty reforms. It ever more resolutely advances 
slogans of struggle to end racism, for equal rights for the black peo
ple, for concerted action by the black and white people. Dozens of 
American cities have become the scene of fierce clashes with the po
lice and the army which the government uses with growing fre
quency as a direct weapon for suppressing their own people.

The widening front of class struggle is one of the most charac
teristic features of the present political situation in the capitalist 
camp. All who strive for freedom, for peace, for a worthy life for 
the working man rally around the working class.

The masses of the small and middle peasantry, who are being 
ruined by monopoly capital, are drawing closer to the working class. 
The peasantry is rising for mass action. From Flensburg in the north 
of West Germany to French Narbonne on the Mediterranean, the 
British Observer writes, everywhere there is growing indignation of 
the European farmers who are extremely dissatisfied with their po
sition of paupers in a world where the rich continue to grow richer. 
They are being by-passed by 20th century progress, the newspaper 
adds. This protest was vividly expressed in the powerful demonstra
tion of 100,000 Belgian, French and other farmers from Common 
Market countries held in the spring of 1971 in Brussels. Last No
vember the streets of Rome were the scene of the most powerful 
peasant demonstration in the past 25 years, in which 75,000 share
croppers and farm hands participated.

An ever larger part of the intelligentsia is coming out against 
the monopolies and the imperialist policy of the governments. 
Strikes, the traditional weapon of the working class, are ever more 
frequently becoming a means of struggle by white-collar workers.

Further proof of the intensifying crisis of bourgeois society is 
the growing youth movement. The working people, and particular
ly the working youth, become the victims of capitalist super-exploi
tation. Naturally, seeking new ideals, it finds them in the working 
class movement. New millions of young people are coming to rea
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lise that capitalism is the cause of wars, aggression, exploitation and 
other social ills, and they join in the struggle against that system.

Urban middle class resistance is increasing. Dissatisfaction has 
spread to army barracks and in a number of countries to the of
ficer corps as well. In other words the profound protracted crisis has 
affected all spheres of life in the capitalist countries.

Communists best express the vital interests of the working peo
ple. They are in the midst of the anti-imperialist struggle, impart an 
anti-capitalist nature to mass actions, spearhead the popular move
ments against the main enemy, the monopolies.

Communists cement the ranks of the fighters of the anti-imperia
list front. They realise that the stronger and more united the indi
vidual communist party and the entire communist movement be
come, the more successfully they will fulfil their vanguard role in 
the revolutionary struggle.

The struggle for Marxist-Leninist unity of the communist ranks 
underlies the activities of the fraternal parties and has acquired 
greater scope after the 1969 Meeting. The congresses of many fra
ternal parties which were held in 1971, the bilateral, regional and 
other meetings of representatives of communist parties, the ener
getic ideological activity of the parties show that communists feel 
duty-bound to defend the principles of Marxism-Leninism and pro
letarian internationalism. The stepping up of the struggle, against 
"left"-wing and right-wing opportunist vacillations, against anti-So
vietism and nationalism (of which Maoism is the most harmful 
vehicle in our time) is an important distinctive feature of the pre
sent stage of the communist movement.

The development of the revolutionary movement in capitalist 
countries convincingly shows that communists are successfully car
rying out their historic mission.

Pravda, January 6, 1972

The Third Congress of the Lebanese 
Communist Party

The Third Congress of the Lebanese Communist Party opened in 
Beirut on January 7. The report of the Central Committee was pre
sented by Nicolas Chaoui, General Secretary of the Central Commit
tee. Speaking of developments following the Second Congress of the 
Party in 1968, Nicolas Chaoui said that several events of world-wide 
significance had occurred in the period under review, the most im
portant one being the 24th Congress of the CPSU. In order to imple
ment the foreign policy peace programme approved by the 24th 
Congress, the Soviet leaders have established international contacts
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and taken a number of steps which have won general support both 
in the Lebanon and throughout the world. The speaker went on to 
say that together with other communist and workers' parties, the 
Lebanese Communist Party was fighting for unity and cohesion in 
the ranks of the communist movement based on Marxism-Leninism 
and proletarian internationalism, and was doing its utmost to streng
then the contacts between Arab states. Party activity, he said, is 
aimed at eliminating the aftermaths of the Israeli aggression, defend
ing the national rights of Arab peoples, including those of the 
Palestinian people.

The Lebanese Communist Party, the speaker continued, feels 
that an alliance with the forces of world socialism is an important 
precondition for victory. The entire progressive development of the 
Arab peoples as well as their determination in the face of Israeli 
aggression and imperialist schemes depend on Arab-Soviet friend
ship.

Speaking about the course taken by the Chinese leaders, Nicolas 
Chaoui noted that the Lebanese communists and progressive people 
fully realise that Peking's splitting activity plays into the hands 
of the imperialists and enemies of peoples. Peking's foreign and 
domestic policies are highly detrimental to the common cause of 
peoples' struggle for freedom, progress and socialism. These poli
cies are highly detrimental to the Chinese people as well.

After China's break with the socialist camp, Nicolas Chaoui 
said, it was to be expected that the meaningless anti-imperialist 
slogans and pseudo-revolutionary phrase-mongering of the Chinese 
leaders would be followed by the policy of rapprochement with 
American imperialism, a policy directed against the Soviet Union 
and other socialist states.

It was to be expected that the course taken by the Chinese lea
dership would tie in with the policies pursued by the reactionaries 
against the interests of the peoples, against the national liberation 
movement and communist parties. China's stand with regard to the 
Indo-Pakistani conflict is an example of this.

Nicolas Chaoui analysed the political and economic situation in 
the Lebanon. He said that since the Second Congress the Party had 
considerably intensified its political and social activity. The progres
sive forces had joined in a united front and played a major role in 
repulsing the attacks of the imperialist and the reactionary ele
ments at home.

Nicolas Chaoui spoke in detail about the organisational work 
within the Party and the political, ideological and organisational 
tasks facing it.

Following the report the participants heard greetings from a 
number of fraternal delegations. The first foreign delegate to ad
dress the congress was G. F. Sizov, Chairman of the Central Audit
ing Commission of the CPSU and head of the CPSU delegation.

The Third Congress of the Lebanese Party, G. F. Sizov stressed
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in his speech, is the first to be held since the Party became legal. 
The ban on the Party was lifted as a result of the struggle waged by 
the Lebanese communists and all democratic forces in the country. 
It is also recognition of the important and positive role played by 
the Party in public and political life and in cementing the unity of 
progressive and patriotic forces in the Lebanon.

The presence of the CPSU delegation at the congress, the speaker 
said, is vivid proof of the strengthening of the fraternal bonds be
tween the two parties, which have a long-standing record of friend
ship and comradely relations. These relations have always been 
based on the worthy principles of Marxism-Leninism and proleta
rian internationalism. Both parties have always consistently carried 
on a joint struggle for the purity of these principles. Today, each of 
the many detachments of the international communist movement has 
a highly important duty to fulfil: to work for the ideological purity 
of the Marxist-Leninist teaching and to combat "left" and right-wing 
opportunism, Maoist splitting activity in the national liberation 
movement, to cement the unity of the communist ranks all over the 
world and the cohesion and unity of all anti-imperialist forces.

The Israeli policy of expansion, G. F. Sizov said, is the major 
reason for the continuing explosive situation in the Middle East. 
Backed by the United States, which provides large-scale financial 
and military aid to Israel, the Israeli aggressor objects to a political 
settlement.

An equitable and lasting peace in the Middle East can only be 
established if all the provisions of the Security Council resolution 
of November 22, 1967, are implemented, if the Israeli troops are 
withdrawn from all occupied Arab territories and the legitimate 
rights and interests of all countries and peoples in the area, includ
ing the Arab peoples of Palestine, are guaranteed.

In encroaching on the freedom and independence of the Arab 
peoples, the speaker went on, the imperialist and reactionary circles 
count on a split among the national and patriotic forces in the Arab 
states. Unity of Arab peoples on an anti-imperialist basis, their co
hesion and joint action constitute a prerequisite for successful strug
gle to eliminate the aftermaths of the Israeli imperialist aggression 
and to secure freedom, independence and social progress.

The Soviet Union, the speaker emphasised, has always support
ed, and will continue to support, the Arab countries in their strug
gle against imperialism and world Zionism and in their effort to eli
minate as quickly as possible the consequences of the Israeli ag
gression. The comprehensive development of friendly relations with 
the Arab states is a matter of principle for us, the speaker said. 
This course has been reaffirmed by the 24th Congress of the CPSU 
and we shall abide by this policy in future, concluded G. F. Sizov.

All speakers stressed the need to cement the unity of the in
ternational communist and working class movement, to be faithful 
to the principles of internationalism, to develop friendship and co-



1 6 S O V I E T  P R E S S  C O M M E N T

operation with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The Le
banese communists resolutely condemned the Maoist subversive ac
tivity aimed at weakening and splitting revolutionary forces.

The congress was addressed by the delegates from Czechoslova
kia, Bulgaria, Poland, Hungary, Mongolia, Romania, Yugoslavia, the 
United States, Italy, India, Arab states and other countries.

The congress adopted a number of political documents. The reso
lution on the report of the Central Committee emphasised the crucial 
role played by the Soviet Union in the world revolutionary move
ment. The congress declared that by breaking with the international 
communist movement and pursuing a policy hostile to the socialist 
camp and the entire world revolutionary movement, including the 
national liberation movement, the Chinese leaders render great ser
vice to world imperialism and reaction.

The resolution on Indochina vigoroulsy condemned US barbarous 
bombing raids on the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and reaffirmed 
the solidarity of the Lebanese communists with the patriots of South 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.

The congress also passed a resolution on the Palestinian problem 
and approved a declaration by patriotic and progressive parties and 
organisations on convening a conference of progressive parties and 
movements of Arab states. ' '

The congress elected the Central Committee of the Party, which 
later met in its first session and elected the leading bodies of the Par
ty. Nicolas Chaoui was re-elected General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Lebanese Communist Party.

Pravda, January 8-11, 1972

Maoism and Militarism

V. NEDEL1N

Present-day Maoism is a petty-bourgeois nationalist platform of a 
social-chauvinist variety, which is fundamentally hostile to Marxism- 
Leninism. Maoism is not an integral system of views, much less a 
scientific system. By nature Maoism is pragmatic and devoid of any 
theoretical foundation. It shaped up mainly as the political activity 
of a chauvinistic-minded grouping within the Communist Party of Chi
na. Time has proved conclusively that the Maoists use Marxism-Leni
nism merely as a screen, their prime object being to attain hegemony 
in the world communist and national liberation movement and their 
ultimate goal-to establish Maoist practices and views all over the 
globe.

The Maoists hope to achieve their ends through war, which they 
have been eulogising and idealising in every possible way. Back in the
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early 60s an opera performed in Shanghai depicted nuclear war as 
a boon. As the Indian paper Blitz wrote recently, in their radio broad
casts, press reports and oral propaganda the Maoists “keep on claim
ing that World War III is inevitable and that this war will end in Chi
na's complete victory". Every world conflict fills Peking with glee, 
while every move to lessen international tensions brings forth a stream 
of invectives there. The PRC Government declared itself opposed to 
the Soviet proposals to hold a five nuclear powers conference and a 
world conference on disarmament. Simultaneously the Maoists are 
taking action to somewhat embellish and camouflage their true ob
jectives in the international arena. All of a sudden they again recalled 
the "five principles of peaceful coexistence", so recently denounced 
by them. However, the new Maoist tactics cannot conceal their great- 
power goals.

Staking on world war, the Maoists have begun the militarisation 
of the country. The "cultural revolution" led to the establishment of 
a military-bureaucratic dictatorship in China; the Army has control 
over every aspect of life; the economy primarily serves military pur
poses. The country has been turned into one big barrack where even 
children of pre-school age are taught to parade with wooden guns 
and to throw grenades. "The world can be rebuilt only with the aid 
of rifles," says Mao Tse-tung who believes that violence is the mo
tive force of history. Admittedly, chauvinism is apt to employ the 
"theory of violence”, which is usually common to militarist ideolo 
gies. So, chauvinism and militarism are now the most distinctive fea
tures of the so-called theory and political practice of Maoism.

Determined to foist Maoism on all nations and stales and staking 
in this instance on world war, the Maoists have adopted the old Trot 
skyite thesis on the "impossibility" of successful socialist construction 
till world revolution is victorious. Thus, under the slogan of socialist 
upbuilding in China the Maoists, who link world revolution with 
world war, are in effect preparing for war. Since there is no differ
ence between the construction of Maoist "socialism" and preparations 
for war, we have every reason to consider contemporary Maoism a 
platform of a social-chauvinist type. Maoist politics and tactics breathe 
the spirit of sinoicised Bonapartism with its inherent nationalist 
and social demagogy, eulogisation of the ruler, inter-class manoeuvr
ing, and reliance on militarism. Maoist practices are venturous and 
utterly unprincipled.

Though alien to Marxism-Leninism, Maoism has always posed as 
a Marxist-Leninist teaching. But whereas previously Maoism styled it
self sinicised Marxism, today it is claiming to be the all-encompassing 
Marxism-Leninism of pur epoch. This is being done, above all, to dis
orient and split the world communist and national liberation move
ments, and to impose Maoism on them as the supreme achievement 
of Marxism-Leninism.

It is not fortuitous therefore that it has become characteristic of 
Maoism to completely renounce the proletarian class approach to
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