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advancement in all dependent territories. It would guard against 
monopolistic restrictions and controls and would encourage public, 
co-operative and collective enterprise among the indigenous
population.

The agency would have the further responsibility of certifying and 
guaranteeing self-government and the right of self-determination to
the people of any dependent area, and of promoting development of
all such peoples toward self-government according to a specific time
schedule.

He believed that such an organisation could be set up despite 
British official reluctance and, if grounded in the people and with
Africans in on the ground floor, it could help Africa to take its place 
in the new post-war world.

These ideas put forward by Dr. Yergan seem worth discussion in
Africa and in this and other countries.

VI. MIDDLE EAST
Bolshevik interest in Middle Eastern affairs began very early. In September 

1920, a conference held in the Transcaucasian city of Baku appealed to all Mo
hammedans to adopt the general Leninist line against “imperialist aggressors” 
(sec. B, exhibit No. 1, article 4).1 In the uninterrupted Soviet strategy of inciting
civil disorders in the Middle East, Marxist ideology has played only a minor role. 
This Communist “general line” has had but one major objective: get the Western 
powers expelled from the oil-rich lands adjacent to the U. S. S. It.2 Toward this
end, Soviet intrigue has encouraged the intensification, not only of legitimate
patriotic aspirations, but also of economically disastrous personal, tribal, and 
national dissensions.

In the early years, the relatively weak Soviet Union could not afford to risk a 
full scale war with the West in order to obtain control of the Levantine oilfields. 
Consequently, OGPU activities were conducted on a limited scale.3 In October 
1944, however, the Soviet Government decided to undertake a major campaign
with regard to Iran.4 Fortunately for the peace of the world, the Red army
forces were withdrawn in time to avert an extremely serious crisis in 1946.5

Establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 gave Stalin a safer opportunity 
for intervention than did Iran. It is generally agreed that military equipment 
flowed into Israel via the Soviet satellites and especially from Czechoslovakia.6 
Today the process has been reversed. Czechoslovakia now supplies Egypt with
arms against Israel. But always the objective remains unchanged: let Arabs 
and Israelis kill one another until the moment is opportune for the U. S. S. R. to
move in and expropriate the oilfields of the Middle East.7

The following exhibits show how little concern the U. S. S. R. really has for 
the welfare of the Levantine nations. In exhibit No. 79 for example, we are told
that war can only aggravate economic disasters in Arab countries. But in ex
hibits No. 81, 83, and 84, which appeared after the Ukraine was invaded, the
Arab countries were lectured against the dangers of remaining neutral.

In December 1939, the Communists were hopeful of exploiting cooperatives
among Jews and Arabs along lines worked out by the Comintern many years 
earlier (this section, exhibit No. 24).

1 Foster, Three Internationals, p. 307. A brief history of Communist activities in the Near East can be
found in Strategy and Tactics of World Communism, Supplement III B, House of Representatives, Commit
tee on Foreign Affairs, 1949.

' Nejla Izzedin, The Arab World, Chicago, Regnery, 1953, p. 372.
3 Agabekov, OGPU, passim.
4 Carman, Soviet Imperialism, p. 123.
3 Ebon, World Communism Today, pp. 415-416.
6 Joseph Dunner, The State of Israel; Its History and Its Promise, New York, Whittlesey House, p. 130. 

Nabih Amin Faris and Mohammed Tawfik Husayn, The Crescent in Crisis, Lawrence, University of Kan
sas Press, 1955, pp. 103-104. Arthur Koestler, Promise and Fulfillment; Palestine, 1917-If), New York. Mac
millan, 1949, pp. 300-301.

7 For the latest Soviet strategy with regard to the Middle East, see David J. Dallin, The Changing World 
of Soviet Russia, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1956, pp. 370-380.
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[World News and Views, April 1, 1939. Bps. 365-366]

The P resen t  Struggle in P alestine

By I. Renap (London)

Bloodshed and conflict continue to increase and become sharper 
in Palestine. On February 27, 91 Arabs were killed as a result of 
bomb explosions and in shooting outrages. Leaders of the fascist 
revisionists (extreme Right-wing of the Zionist movement), including 
one who had written a glowing biography of Mussolini, were arrested. 
Similar outrages took place last July in which many Arab lives were 
lost. Not only were these rabid anti-Arab Revisionists responsible, 
but the hand of Italian fascism was seen in that incident.

This recent bloodshed occurred amidst Arab rejoicing and demon
strations when the first news came through of the British Colonial 
Minister’s plan for an independent Palestine. A number of Jews 
were killed during these demonstrations, while cries of “Palestine is 
ours—the Jews are our dogs” and “Long Live the Mufti—Death to 
the Jews” were heard. It is said that the bombs thrown at the 
Arabs were Jewish reprisals against Arab anti-Jew excesses.

On March 6 a lorry carrying Jewish settlers from Kouzoth Alonim 
was blown up by a land mine. Troops, assisted by blood-hounds, 
followed a trail from the scene of the explosion which led to the 
German Templar Settlement, Waldheim. The German Consul was 
sent for, while the troops awaited instructions before making a search.

According to a report in Humanite, a demonstration of Arabs 
took place outside the German Consulate in Haifa, “Heiling” and 
applauding Hitler.

These happenings are extremely serious. Anti-Jewish excesses 
were isolated and sporadic by-products of an anti-British Imperialist 
revolt (admitted as such even by the Zionist leaders) in the first 
eighteen months or so of the uprising. Now intercommunal conflicts 
of Arabs against Jews and Arabs against Arabs are tending to in
crease (“Peace Gangs” of young Arabs have been formed for the 
purpose of combating the Arab terrorist bands who are pro-Mufti). 
There is every indication that the fighting in Palestine has gone far 
beyond the bounds of Arab rebels fighting British troops. The 
alarming increase in inter-communal strife is an indication that 
fascism, with its tactics of inflaming and intensifying existing 
communal antagonisms, is making big inroads into Palestine.

The fascist offensive against the democracies is to-day the main 
enemy. Fascism in its search for strategic bases aims at entrench
ing itself in the colonial countries. This would mean an economic 
and strategic strengthening of fascism. It does this by gaining a 
foothold in the colonial liberation movements. Through its agents 
fascism pretends to support these colonial liberation movements. 
But actually it aims at using them for its war purposes. In order 
to gain a foothold and weaken the true liberation struggles fascism 
splits these colonial movements and diverts them from their true 
course. The success of these aims would mean a worse enslavement 
for the colonial peoples and a strengthening of fascism. Therefore, 
the primary struggle of the colonial peoples must be against fascism
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and its agents in the colonial liberation movements, since the struggle 
of the colonial peoples for democratic rights, which must still be 
carried on, can only be successful if the splitting and diverting in
fluence of fascist penetration is crushed. And every democratic free
dom won by the colonial people is a strengthening of the progressive 
forces and a weakening of fascism.

The Arab struggle for democratic rights and independence is basi
cally revolutionary and progressive. Its driving force comes from the 
workers and peasants and urban middle classes. Its present leaders 
are clerical, feudal, land-owning and bourgeois elements. Socially 
these elements are the most reactionary in Palestine and could never 
be regarded as those who would lead the liberation struggle to its 
final conclusion. In the past they have dampened down the struggle 
and have compromised with British imperialism. But the wide
spread and deep-seated character of the 1936 revolt against British 
imperialism drove these elements into leading the anti-imperialist 
struggle if they were to retain their hold on the Arab masses and de
flect discontent away from themselves. In 1937 the Peel Commission 
proposed the partitioning of Palestine. In principle this was accepted 
by the British Government. This led to the revolt flaring up anew. 
Partition was uncompromisingly resisted by the Arab masses, led by 
the Arab Higher Committee. This opposition led to the forcible dis
solution of the Arab Higher Committee by the Palestine administra
tion. In so far as the Grand Mufti and his associates were still lead
ing the fight against British imperialism by fighting partition, they 
were still fulfilling a progressive function. At that time there was 
little fascist influence in Palestine. The fascist offensive had not yet 
reached the present stage.

The beheading of the Arab liberation movement and the use of 
troops and repressive measures (as well as the Arab-Jewish antago
nisms created by imperialist and Zionist policy) created favourable 
conditions for fascist influence to penetrate among the Arabs. While 
the arms captured from Arab rebels in the first year of the revolt 
were only fit for a museum, the weapons collected after the illegal- 
ising of the Arab Higher Committee were of German and Italian 
make. Fascist agents and “instructors” to the rebels were already 
busy in Palestine. On the one hand these agents were able to in
fluence those rabidly chauvinistic Arab elements which led to in
creasing terror and attacks on Jews (the massacre of Jewish women 
and children in Tiberious last November); on the other hand these 
agents have contact with the fascist revisionists who have been re
sponsible for atrocities against Arabs. Conflicts between Arabs 
and Jews, and Arabs against Arabs have increased to an extent 
which has tended to divert and complicate the normal anti
imperialist struggle.

The responsibility for this fascist influence and its impeding of the 
anti-imperialist struggle lies with the Mufti and his clique who have 
been receiving financial aid, arms and “instructors” from the fascists. 
By accepting fascist support which has polluted the Arab movement, 
the Mufti and his gang are undermining the Arab struggle for demo
cratic rights and helping to strengthen fascism. The Mufti who was 
never to be trusted and who might once again have sold out to Britain 
has now sold out to the fascist axis instead.

On the other hand British imperialism which dominates Palestine 
also has its agents and allies. Its main ally is the Zionist leadership
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which has as its aim the establishment of a Jewish majority in Pales
tine. Britain has used the Zionist movement as a buffer against 
the Arab aspirations for national independence. This has driven the 
Arabs into armed revolt.

The other ally of Britain is the group of “moderate” Arabs, the 
Nashashibi group, which represents that section of Arab landlords 
and capitalists who have become enriched by Zionist penetration 
under British rule through land sales to the Jews, and have, there
fore, more than any other section of the Arabs, always sought the 
path of compromise with British imperialism and Zionist penetration. 
The Nashashibi group will betray the Arab struggle for independence 
at the earliest opportunity.

Thus the struggle in Palestine to-day, viewed in the broad per
spective of the present international situation with fascism 
advancing and gaining strategic bases at the expense of the 
democracies, has ceased to be a struggle purely of the Arab masses 
against British imperialism and Zionist penetration. This struggle 
has now become complicated and influenced by the war aims of the 
fascist axis against the democracies at the cost of the peoples in 
Palestine.

The Arab people, supported by the progressive forces within 
Palestine Jewry, must wage an uncompromising struggle against the 
Mufti and his associates, who, in spite of his demands for Arab inde
pendence will sell the Arabs and all other peoples in Palestine to the 
fascist axis in return for services rendered. They must be exposed 
as fascist agents whose path can only lead to the exchange of the 
British taskmaster for the more oppressive one.

At the same time the Jews in Palestine and elsewhere must realise 
that the present Zionist leaders, with their policy of a Jewish majority, 
which is against the wishes of the Arabs, bear, with British imperial
ism, a considerable share of the responsibility for fascist penetration 
into Palestine, and thereby for the strengthening of world Jewry’s 
enemy. To persist in this policy is objectively to assist in the under
mining of Palestine Jewry, and Jewry the world over.

The menace of fascist penetration makes it imperative for the 
progressive forces among the Jews and Arabs in Palestine to come 
together for a unified struggle against the fascist axis and its agents 
in the Arab and Jewish camps. They must also, through demo
cratically elected representatives, reach agreement on all the prob
lems of Palestine, such as democratic government, immigration, 
agrarian reforms, land sales, etc. Such an agreement will erect a 
barrier to the penetration of fascism, while at the same time possi
bilities will be opened up of further Jewish immigration, not only 
into Palestine, but into the neighbouring Arab countries also (Iraq is 
prepared if agreement is reached, to accept 300,000 Jewish immigrants 
according to a report of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency).

The Palestine Conferences in London have not brought Arab- 
Jewish understanding. The Arabs have been fobbed off with a plan 
which will give Palestine independence in “instalments” over an 
interim period of 5 to 10 years. Thus Britain’s grip will still be on 
Palestine. But this is a death-blow to Zionism. Britain, faced with 
fascist penetration among the Arabs, has openly repudiated the 
Balfour Declaration (i. e. the promise of creating a Jewish majority 
in Palestine) although she never had any real intention of fulfilling it.
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Britain has, thereby, abandoned her Zionist tool in her attempt to 
placate the Arabs.

The dominant Zionist leadership with its “trust Britain” policy, 
stands exposed as being bankrupt. Therefore the Jews in Palestine 
must understand that they have nothing to gain and everything to 
lose by tying themselves to British imperialism instead of seeking an 
understanding with the Arabs.

Apart from such individuals as Dr. Magnes and Norman Bent- 
ivich, who have worked untiringly for an Arab-Jewish understanding, 
there is S. Kaplanski, a Zionist labour leader who has opposed the 
official Zionist line of co-operation with Britain, and has stood for 
negotiating a peace pact with the Arabs. The bringing together of 
these progressive Jewish elements with the progressive Arabs who 
desire peace and Arab-Jewish co-operation in a democratic Palestine, 
with the backing of Palestine Jewry, would help considerably in 
undermining the influence of the Mufti and his clique, an influence 
which the reactionary pro-imperialist and anti-Arab policy of the 
official Zionist leaders has done such a great deal to strengthen 
among the Arab workers and peasants.

That the Mufti is not synonymous with the Arab masses striving 
for democratic rights can be seen from an article in the New York 
World by Raif N. Kuri, a young Arab nationalist leader, who makes 
clear that the masses of Arabs in Palestine hate fascism and that 
all progressive Arabs stand for a democratic Palestine with a demo
cratically elected Arab-Jewish Government settling the problems 
which confront Arabs and Jews alike.

Thus there exist on both sides progressive elements whom the 
world Labour and progressive movements must bring together on a 
common platform of struggle against fascism for a democratic 
Palestine. This task would be made easier if the present Histadrut 
policy of dividing Arab and Jewish workers were replaced by one of 
making the Histadrut the basis of a bi-national Labour movement in 
Palestine. The task of creating Arab-Jewish workers’ unity 
would contribute greatly towards rallying together the progressive 
forces among Arabs and Jews in the spirit of world unity against 
fascism and for a free democratic Palestine with equal rights for all.

E x h ibit  No. 77
[World News and Views, August 5, 1939. Pp. 864-865.1

The  Revisionist  M enace

By I. Rennap (London)

Since the issuance of the White Paper on May 18, and the British 
Government’s intention to enforce it on Palestine, a progressive 
worsening of the situation has taken place in the country, particularly 
within the Yishuv (Palestine Jewish Community). To them the 
White Paper came like a thunderbolt. By repudiating the Balfour 
Declaration it has destroyed the long-cherished hope, held by many 
of them, of a future sovereign Jewish State in Palestine. The White 
Paper fixes the Yishuv as a permanent minority in Palestine. Thus, 
co-operation by the Zionist leaders with the Mandatory power for 20 
years and relying on its promise of a Jewish National Home has been
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rewarded with minority rights in Palestine, with the gates now being 
completely shut to further Jewish immigration (Malcolm Mac
Donald, the Colonial Secretary, has suspended the immigration 
quota for the next six months because of increased illegal Jewish 
immigration. This suspension may well be indefinitely suspended).

The economic situation is deteriorating, while the international 
situation is having its effect on the population. It is taken for granted 
that in the event of war by the aggressor powers, Palestine will be 
immediately attacked from the air by Italian planes. The increase 
in Jewish suffering in Europe and the exodus of swarms of Jewish 
refugees from Germany and what is called to-day Greater Germany, 
numbers of whom have come to Palestine in refugee ships only to be 
turned away, is having its effect on the Yishuv, so that there exists 
a feeling of anger, disillusionment and desperation. Never was there 
such bitter anti-Chamberlain feeling within the Yishuv. Even the 
pro-British Zionist leaders have been forced to come out sharply 
against the British Government.

But these leaders have no real policy in the present situation. 
Neither has there dawned upon them the necessity of genuinely 
attempting to seek an understanding with the Arabs. This, also, 
is responsible for the slowly creeping paralysis of despair and hope
lessness within the Yishuv. All this, together with the present 
intensified feeling between Arabs and Jews, fostered by fascist 
agents, is creating within the Yishuv the feeling that its very exist
ence is now in acute danger.

Thus the ground is being prepared for a new menace, the menace 
of Jewish fascism in Palestine from the fascist Revisionists 
whose bloody provocation against Jews and Arabs may lead to 
a new and greater blood-bath in Palestine.
Now that Weizman’s policy of co-operation and trust in Britain’s 
promises stands exposed as bankrupt, the Revisionists are reaping 
a rich harvest. The present Zionist leadership is being subjected 
to the most demagogic attacks. The White Paper, they say, has 
proven Weizman wrong; their policy of armed force against the 
Arabs and the British has proven to be correct. Their support is 
from the most politically backward elements within the Yishuv, who 
are inflamed by such slogans as smiting the Arabs hip and thigh, and 
an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, in reply to Arab attacks on 
Jews.

Acts of terror against Arabs by Revisionists grow daily; and feeling 
between Arabs and Jews becomes more and more inflamed. Re
cently a bomb thrown into an Arab market place in Haifa, which 
killed Arab women and children, evoked a spontaneous demonstra
tion of Arab women outside the German Consulate, demanding 
Hitler’s Protection. In addition, Revisionist acts of terror 
against Histadrut (Jewish Trade Union Federation) workers 
and supporters have taken place on typical fascist lines.

The dangerous hooliganism of these fascist Revisionists is being 
tacitly encouraged by the attitude of a section of the Histadrut leader
ship. This is the dominant section, led by Ben Gurion, which is 
seeking a “united front” with the Revisionists. To achieve this 
“unity,” it is anxious to placate them in every way. These Histadrut 
leaders, in order to get Revisionist support for the protest demonstra
tion against the White Paper of May 18, acceded to the Revisionist
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