WELCOME
(Edizorial from * People’'s War,” Vol. If, No. 46, Moy 14, 1943).

Gandhiji, the beloved leader of the grealest patriotic
organisalion of our people, the mighty National Congress, is back
in our midst.

We share the nation's feeling of rellef, an unbearable load
is off our chest. We offer Gandhiji our respeciful greelings.

Like all our countrymen, we are anxlous aboui hin health,

over old age and disease. Gandhiji will win back normal health
and vesume his post at the head of our national forces.

Every son and daughter of India, every pairiolic organisation
of our land, is leoking 10 the greatest son of our nation to take it
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out of the bog, in which none. is safe, into which- all are sinking
and from which none can get out on his own.

Gandhiji's first statement will make history not only for our
country, but for frecdom-loving h ity. The i ialist bureau-
crats have gone out of their way lo underline that he has been
sel free only on medical grounds. They obviously want lo carry
on with deadluck. They prevented the free alliance and brotherly
co-operation between India, Britain and the United Nations. They
mean lo stick to Wheir outworn guns that are pointed the wrong
way. Despite them, Gandhiji bas 10 eteer a course through which
our palion may emcrge Iree in a free world

We look lorward to the first pronouncement of Gandhiji that
will authoritatively restate the Congress policy for the day. His
letters lo Linlithgow killed the imperialist slanders against the
Congress. His comrade-in-arms, Sarojini Devi, spoke for him as
only she can, till ehe was gagged. His [aithful lollowers, the
Congress leaders of Assam and U.P., have carried forward his
banner. But Congressmen na a whole are not of one mind. They
are jusiifiably bitter against the Government, hut unfortunately
conlused about what (o do. Gandhiji alone can unite and rouse
them to action. We hope Lhat Gandhiji will see Lhat there ia no
time to lose when the Japanese aggressors aided by their puppot
Bose have already marched inside the borders of our Motherland.

The more unqualified and inspiring Gandhiji's call to our
people 1o resist the Fascist aggressors, the more speedily the
peoples of Britain and America will demand that Wavell settle
with him. Ii is becoming apparent to all honest men abroad that
Mountbatten and Stilwell on their own are nol succeeding against
the Japs. Everyone knows that Gandhiji can ensure the whole-
hearted support of India to Allied Arms. The lead that Gandhiji
will give our naiion mow will determine how broad and ewilt

* will be the rally of.democratic forces abroad for immediale setlle-
ment_with India.

Within the country, the second biggest political organisation
—-he League—is as led up with the deadlock as is the Congress.
Fvery Leaguer is looking to Gandhiji, to sec what he does to
accept their right of self-determination and negotiate with their
leader Mr. Jinnah, so thet they too may throw in their full weight
aguinel the burcaucracy and esiablish uniled front for National
GovernmenL But Mr. Jinnahi would not offer his hand of co-
pperation unless he [elt assured thet Gandhiji is prepared Lo
concede seli-d ination to Muslim pationalitics.. Only Gandhiji
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can rise above past prejudices, recognise alter duc discussion, bul
aooner than most. the inherent justice of the League demand, and
promptly lome the munuble weapon of National Unity on the
basis of self- for Muslim ionalities end National
Government for the whole country.

Gandhiji made the Congress powerful by making Congress-
raen serve the people in times of need. Today, not in one locality
but all over the country, not one section of the people but all, are
in dire distress because of the rite not only in food prices, but
in all necessaries of life. We look to Gandhiji to denounce hoard-
ing and speculating as a sin against the nation and to Jead Con-
gresamen into food work as the best way to serve the people, and
to tell Congressmen that not to unile wilh all 10 get people their
food is nol patriotism but sectarianism.

Gandhiji made the Congress Lhe biggest common patriolic
organisation that any enslaved nalion has ever been able lo raisc
by focuesing attention on lhat single task hefore the nalion that
was of the utmost importance for the time being and for which
\he people could do something on their own despite the rule of
an alien bureaucracy. Bengal is mot only threatened by the Jap
maraudere, but by a second famine ; millions are dead and lens
of thousands are dying today of disease and hunger. We look
10 Gandhiji to rouse the people outside Bengal to save Bengal,
and themselves to escape the fate of Bengal by looking elter
their own {ood and taking care of the hoarder amongst them.

Our greetings 1o Gandhiji are an ardent appeal to instil his
own boundless patriotic faith in his followers of the Congress, to
do all he can to unite the Congress and the League, 10 launch the
final pairiotic crusade of our ancient nation for food for enr
people, freedom for our country and for brotherly alliance with
the freedom-loving nations of the world. We 25,000 Indian Com-
munists, pledge to him our wholehearted support.






