SOLVE NATIONAL CRISIS THROUGH NATIONAL UNITY |
(From “People’s War,” Vol. 1., No. 12)

Resolution of the Central Committee of the Com-—
munist Party of India, passed at its meeting, Septem-
ber 20th, 1942.

Tn the lollowing we reprint the full text of the main polilical
resolution passed by the Plenum of the Central Committee (C. C.)
of the Communist Party, which was in continuous session during
the last two weeks.

It was the first open session of the highest organ of the Party
after its legalisation in August last. It was attended by thiry
Communist leaders Irom all over Indis, which included, apart
from the members of the Central Commiltee, epecially invited pro-
vincial leaders

The message of greelings lo the jailed comrades adopted
by the scssion makes special mention of prominent Jesders and
C. C. members who still continue to be incarcerated. They are
Comrades R. D. Bharadwej, S. A. Dange, Soli Batliwgla and
S. V. Ghate. The Session sent & message of greeling lo Comrade
Ajoy Kumar Ghosh, prominent member of the Polit-Bureau who
was unable 1o attend the session due to illness.

The main political report on the resolution wae made by
Comrade G. Adhikari which was followed by a co-report by Com-
rade P. C. Joshi. In this moment of the gravest national crisis and
peril, the resolution as well as the report struck the confident
and courageous nole that it is also the hour of greatest oppor-
tunity for the patriots and the people of our country.

It condemns imperialist repression against the Congress end
the people. It points out thet et & time when the imperialist
bureavcracy is riding roughshod over the people, it is really
irolated Irom all sections of the people and is tottering.

It sharply bringa out the fact that the so<called struggle for
freedom unleashes the forces of disruption and anarchy which
strengthene the bureaucracy end opens the gates to the [ascist
invader.

It eces in the growing forces of national unity the powerful
weapon with which the patriots and the people can amash the
game of the bureaucracy and win National Government to organise
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total national resistance to Fascist aggressors and achieve freedom.

It ringing call is for :

—A political explanatory campaign to turn palriots away [rom
the suicidal path of eabotage and 1o isolate and expose the Fifth
Columnists, to stop national disruption.

—A countrywide campaign jor National Unily, lor the release
of national leaders, for forcing the hands of Lhe bureaucracy, for
National Government.

—A campsign among the Hindu end Muslim masses for
Congress-League unity, the key to national unity and national
salvation.

Imperialist Repression

1. This Plenary Meeting of the Central Committec of the
Communist Party of India, condemns unequivocally the military
and police rule of blood and terror let loose by the imperialist
Lureaucracy against the people, following the arrest of the national
Jeaders on the 9th August, 1942. The main responsibility for
plunging the country into a grave end perilous crisis, which not
only undermines the cause of the defence and freedom of India,
but also that of the freedom-loving peoples of the United Nations,
must be fastened on the shoulders of the British Government. The
nationsl leadership had declared their readiness o undertake the
Iull responsibility for uniting and organising the people for Lhe
armed delcnce ol the country, in alliance with the United Nations
and thus to take their full share in the war of world freedom
againsl [ascist aggression, prnvxded that Indien independence
was. d and a set up, enjoying the
confidence of the people and supported by the major political
parties. But the British Governmemt instead of pursuing the
policy of winning the friendship and elliance of the Indian people,
have persiatently refused 1o part with power. Taking advantage
of our national disunity, of the [rustration and desperation of our
national leadership, they have launched a war against the people.
and are provoking a country-wide conflict which is being fully
ulilised by Filth Columnists and Jap agents. Mr. Churchill epeak-
ing as the head of the British Government, has threatened to con-
tinue this diehard imperialist policy to ils logical conclusion.

A Fifth-Column Incendiary Policy
2. The policy of the British Government ia an incendiary
and fifth-column policy. It prepares for the Indian people the
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ghasdy [ate of Burma and Malaya. It stabs the cause of the
British and American peoples, of the Soviet and Chinese peoples,
in the back. The Communist Party warns the British Govern-
ment that if it persists in this policy, if it persists in its atempt
o crush the Congress, it will only succeed in creating a common
disaster for the British and the Indian peoples. The only way
ont of this perilous situation which grows more critical every day,
is to stop this offensive of repression against the people and the
Congress, to release Mahsima Gandhi and the Congress leaders,
to lift the ban on the Congress and to open negoliations with the
Copgress and the other political parties especially the Mualim
League, for the establishment of a Provisional National Gavern-
ment, lully empowered and determined to unite and mobilise the
peopls for the defence and freedom of the counlry in close alli-
.ance with the United Nations. The Communist Party of Indis,
which is pledged to forge national unily 1o solve this national
crisis, appeals to the workers and the progressive peoples of
Britain and America to bring pressure upon the British Govern:
ment to concede these just national demands of the Indian people
and thus clear the path of our common victory in this war of
liberation.

‘Campaign of Sabotage and Anarchy

3. The arrest of Congress leaders and the regime of repres-

sion which the mad bureaucracy is inlensifying cvery day has
forth a country-wide upsurge of people’s indignation and

.mass conflict. Bands of honest but blind patriots are sceking lo
lead this mass upsurge by organising it as a Congress struggle
for freedom of the country. The technique of the struggle is,
in the main, to organise sabotage of communicalions (cutting tele-
grepb wires and removing rails, etc.), to stop production, and to
paralyse the apparatus ol nistration by all means. They
.hope by these methods to bring about the fall of the Government
and the transfer of power to the people. What they are achiev-
ing, however, is enaclly the opposite. By giving this pernicious
direction to the anger of the people, they are only ergabising the
destraction of the nalional defence and economy of our own coun-
try and are giving free scope Lo the forces of anarchy. This state of
-things suits the Fifth Column elements and Fascist agents the
mast, who are attempting 1o seize the leadership of the movement
and o planfully re-inforce the efloris at destroying the defensive
capacities of the nation. Secondly, as the movement spreads,
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there is dislocation it national ecomemy and growing anarchy.
This hits the people and helps the would be aggressor. It disunites
the people more and more and thereby strengthens the hands-ol
\he bureaucracy. Thirdly, the indiscriminate and merciless e
pression by the police and military, firing. lathi<harges, whip-
ping and colleclive fines, further aggravates the situation. As
a resull of this, a section ol the people is angered and is driven
to more med acts of sabotage, while the bulk of the people begin
to feel demoralised and helpless. They give way to a mood of
despair and jon, which mourishes pro-Jap il

and saps the will of the people to resist aggression.

Thus beiween the desperate activities of the blind patriots
which are being taken advantage of more and more by the fifth
columniste, on the one hard, Bnd the mad repression ol the bureau-
crata on the other, the defensive capacities of the nation as weld
as people’s morale, strength and unily are being undermined,
making the country ripe to fall under the axe of the fascists.

Where It Leads

4. How did this situation arise ? It arose because the ne-
Lional leadership instead of going all-out to upite the people to
rouse them 1o do everything which strengthens the country’s de-
fences against the lascist aggressors and lorging mass sanclions
lot securing National Government for national defence, chose the
opportunist path of inactivity, of non-embarrassing non-co-opera-
tion with defence measures, hoping thereby to win the national
demanid as gift Irom imperiglism. The Communist Party had
warned against tlhis policy, which amounted to leaving the ini-
tialive and the fate of the nation entirely in the hands of jm-
perialism. This only sirengthened the obstinate atlitude of the
bureaucracy lo deny power to the Indian people and led to the
growing moods of ion and defeatism among the nationali
masses. Instead of drawing [rom this the requisite lessons about
the nrgency of unity, the national Jeadership took one more step
in the direction of its own opportunist policy. It advanced from
nou-co-nperation and neutralily to 8 plan of active opposition
Yo measures of national defence in the mame of lannching 8
struggle for the national demand.

The path along which the present national upsurge is directed
ia one of national suicide, not of national ealvation and freedom.
It destroys the nation’s indispensable defences inevitably leading
to conditions of civil commotion and disorder, anarchy, and even
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Joot end arson. It makes the national muvement the prey of
bureaucratic provocation in the name of struggle. Finally, It
creates a mass basis for Fifth Column activity in the name ‘of
patriotism. It is & path, in hori, which strikes at the very root
of that people’s mnity which alone can be the means of securing
National G and ensuring 1 national defence.
Thus the policy of the national leaders instead of leading the
people unitedly 1o compel the bureaucracy lo concede National
Government as an instrument of national delence and [reedom,
has lelt it free to hit at the people. It is leading the nation to @
state of moral and political disruptlon and paralysis which far
from helping the people to get their [reedom -can only clear the
path of the invader. Snuch is the dissstrous culminallon of poli-
cies of not relying upon the etrengih of the people, ie., on
national upity, and leaving the initintive in the hands of the
imperialist bureaucracy.

Favourable Faciors

5. The situation can yet be retrieved. The Imperialls
bureaucracy stands isolated and weakened ms never before. The
more it beals and represses the people, the more it earns the
hatred and disgust of all sections of the nation. It has failed
miserably in il efforts 10 build an anti-Congress {ront. Its poli-
tical, economic and military policies are utterly bankrupt and it
is quite incapable of uniting, leading and saving the nation in the
crisis, created by the menace ol invasion.

Secondly. a mighty potential basis for building national unity
is there already.  This broad unily. however. is by ne means fully
behind the present struggle launched by the Congress, on the
other hand, sections oppose it. But it can' be mobilised fully
behind the main demands of the Congress which are national
demands, viz, recognise India’s independence, negotiate for an all-
round settlement, set up a National Provisional Government for
mobilising the people for a people’s defence against the aggres-
eors in alliance with the Uniled Nations. Such a national unity,
broadest ever achieved, is within reach and if actually realised,
will a1 once foil the game of the imperialist bureaucracy and
bring it 10 its knees.

Thirdly, the demand of Irecdom and National Government
for India js gathering ever-growing support dmong the working.
masses and the peoples of Greal Britain and America. The grow-
ing strength of the anti-[ascist national front in the countries ol
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the United Nations, Jed by their Communist Parties and backed
by the power and prestige of the Soviet Union, will stand behind
onr united strength to defend the country in alliance with them
and make our national demand irresistible. Such are the favous-
able factors and euch is the potential opportanity present in the
perilous sitaation itself.
Unisy—The Way Out

6. The Communisi Party declarea that the way out ol the
national crisis does not lie either in the direction of continuing
the present brutal repression to crush the Congress as the impe-
rialista, the loyalists, and the Royists suggest, nor in the direction
of intensifying the offenaive against the apparatus ol national
defence and production as the Forward Blocists, Congresa Social-
ists and many Congressmen propose. The path of the crazy im-
perialists and that of the blind patriols together would lead 0
the same result, namely to disruption and anarchy, to national
frastration and desperation, which will eerve only the interests
of the lascist invaders and of no one else. The only way ont js
the path which the proletarist and its vanguard—the Communist
Party—is putting belore the people, the path of achieving the
broadest possible national unity, based on Congress-League Unity.

The slogan of national unity is not 8 mere formula, or jusL
a phrase to be flung in the face of those who advocate the path
of socalled etruggle. It is a revolutionary policy of rallying the
broadest possible sections of the people for the defence of their
common interests and the achievement of their most pressing
demands. In the present world situntion. it is the most potent
and powerful and the only weapon which the people of India
have 1o forge and wicld in order to wrest power from the hands
of the British jmperialists, and 1o succensfully defend the counkry

: C o

ageinst [oreign Militarily, politically and
the rule of the British imperialists is at present weaker than ever
before. It is fast disi ing under the bl of the

growing anti-fascist unity of the peoples of the United Nationa
Tis last and only weapon of withholding power Ifrom the people
now is 10 keep them divided. The disunity of the Indian people
is the main basis of ils remaining strength in Indis and which
it utilises to drive a wedge between Tndia and the peoples of the
United Natione. That is why complete national upity in the
present circumstances must generate such a force before which
the bareaucratic opposilion must collapee. This is the decisive
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eignificance of national umity, of Congress-League Unity, to-day !
It is going to be the final blow thet must compel India’s present
masters to sue for terms to the Indian people. Congress-League
unity is not going to bring about a “change of heart” in Mr.
Churchill and Mr. Amery. 1L i going to transform the relative
strength of the Britisk imperialists and the Indian people. It is
going to be the irresistible eanction of Lhe Indian people behind
their demand for a Nationel Government.

The Main Task—Unity Campaign

7. The central 1asks to which the Party must address itself
to-day are three-fold :

(a) Organise a countrywide campaign for national unity ;

(b) Carry on persistent political explanation among work-

ers, Kisans, student militants and Congressmen, how the
present struggle leads to destruclion and snarchy and
is suicidal ;

(c) Continuous and widespread agitalion among Hindu and

Muskim masses for Congress-League Unity.

The main slogans of the unily campaign are : Release Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the National leaders, etop repression, check
destruction, sabolage and anarchy, lift the ban on the Congress,
negotiate for an all-round settlement, set up a provisional National
Government for India'a defence. The campaign may vary in form
and in slogans from place to place, regard being paid to the vary-
ing development of Lhe political situation. The aim should be to
meke the campaign as lmud 88 possible and eflective. It may
begin as a ign for on & jolnt manifesto framed
90 28 to secure the broadest local support. It mly develop through
a series of discussions and private meetings. It should further
develop as  campaign for restoring peace and civil liberties, and

lmi in the ion of an all ies’ defence
for pressing for the withdrawal of wllecuve fines, for tackling
the problem of food eapply and profiteering and for strengthening
the morale of the population for resisting the fascist aggreasors.
Congress-League Unity
The slogans for Congress-League unity campaign should be :
(a) Congress-League agreement to et up a Provisional
National Government for the successful defence of the
country and freedom ;
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{b) The positions already taken by the Congress as well as
by the Muslim League on the question of the right-of
Muslims in certain areas to ecll-determination, can with
a given goodwill o both sides, afford a basia for settle-
ment here end now.

Ob the basis of these two slogans, \he campaign for umity
mast be run among the Muslim as well as Hindu masses. To
the Hindu masses we must explain that what is just in the
Pakistan demand. namely, the right of eeparation, must be con-
ceded. It will give us unily now and lead to freedom. Tt will
give us grealer unily tomorrow and serve as a solid foundation
for the freedom thus achieved. Similarly, we must get the Con-
greas-minded people to recognise the urgency of the Congress
conceding the right of sell-determination of the Muslim pation-
alities and thus hasten the achievement of Congress-League nity.
To the Muslim masses, we must show that Muslim independence
can only come by joining with the Hindus and the Congress
for joint action. Hence they must get the League leadership
to move for Congress-League unity.

Tasks Among the Working Class

It is above all the srength and unity of the working clags
movement which must be the indispensable and Srm basis for
achieving' the unity of the enlire people, for the solution of the
nations] crisis and the winning of National Government. There-
fore, our first and [oremost task must be to re-cetablish frmly
the leadership of the Unions end the Party in the industrisl
centres and stamp out the efforts of provocaleurs and of mis-
guided patriols lo drag the working class into the suicidal cam-
paign of sabotage and anarchy. For this :

(a) We must conduct a political explanatory campaign
among workers, through aLreet-corner and hasti (chawl)
meetings as well as through public meetings.

(b) Establish vigilance commitiess of militants in bastis
(chawls) and mills to counteract panic-mongering, check
rowdyism and the activities of irresponsible proveca-
teurs intent on aabotage or eloppage of preduction

{c) We must concentralp more onergy and atlention on
Union work end pay meticulous attention to the day-to-
day and outstanding grievances such as dearness allow-
ances, bonus, victimisation, elc. Ubite the workers to
win these demands, fully utilising the existing legel
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| . machinery. Do not leave provocateurs and political
’ adventurers 1o take the initiative and thus bring about
. dislocation of industry through this end.

(d) We must make the working class conscious of the lead-
ing role it has to play in restoring and maintaining peace,
in developing the drive for national uaily, for winning
the national demand and thus leading the people as a
whole.

Tasks Among the Kisans

Among the Kisans, in the rural areas, we must conduct a
eharp palitical campaign against the saboteurs and promoters
of agarchy and should seek 1o build unity to restore peace and
to win back civil liberties, In villages and rural areas, where
collective fines have heen imposed, we must strive to develop all-
parties’ unily committees lo restore and maintain peace and carry
on an agitation for the withdrawal or remission of the collective®
fines.  Our slogans in the rursl areag should be unity for restor-
ing peace, unity for release of leaders, the winning of national de-
mands and the saving of the nation ; unity for solving food short-
age and price problems and problems relating 10 accumulated
arrears of rent and debi.  We must concentrate more encrgy and
attention on the day-lo-day work of the Kisan Sabhag.

Among the Students

The first task is to carry on a political explanatory campaign
amopg the militants whe are being gripped by the mass frenzy
for desiruction, sabotage and anarchy. We must explain to them
that lo pursue the policy of permanent srikes, to 80 in for des-
truction and anerchy is not Lo play their part in the freedom move-
ment It only gives the bureaucracy the chance to drive them
out of calleges, to disrupt institution life and to smash the siudent
movement. This results in honest student patriots being driven
into the hands of Fifth Columnisis to be utilised as tools for
undermining the natien’s morale and dejences, Our main slogan
for the student movement s : “ Maintain the unity of the student
movement, revive instilution life, build unity movement for the
national demands.”

Conclusion

The Commillee recognises that the entire Party Memberghip
and its lower units have already been working on the basis of
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the line of work and agitation laid down in thia resolution and
have alrcady won some significant euccesses. But the national
crisis is by no means over and dificult turns are yet ahead. The
Central Committee, therefore, calls upon every member and onis
2o spare no effort and sacrifice in order to Julfl the tasks set forsh
in this resolution.
19th September, 1942.
CeNTRAL HEADQUARTERS,
Tue Communst Party oF Inow,
190B, Kaerwaot Ma Roap,
Bombay 4





