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INTRODUCTION

Thadnoi ion of publishing my cc pond
wilh Gandhiji but mterested elements have misused
the fact and used il as a part of their anti-Communist
crusade.

The Forum, which very pretentiously calls itself
‘‘ The Indian Weekly News Magazine ” but is really the
forum for the Congress Socielist view-point, in its issue
of 15th April, 1945, wrote under the column “ News
Chronicle ”:

“WHen P. C. Josti FUNKED

Another startling disclosure was made to
Forum by astute K. Arunachalam, Associate Editor
of Bharat Devi and author of the iamaus re]omder
to the T ham-Joshi brotherh
lam, during his recent trip to Sevagram, where he
met the Mahatma, gained knowledge of a true
story concerning P. C. Joshi. It seems that the
Stalin-quoting boy was given four questions by
the Mahatma, agpermmng to_the political genu-

° flexions of the Communists. Definite and speedy
answers were solicited. Result : the death-defying
Puran Chandra Joshi, hero of many transactions
and inspirer of many documentary bookleis

ked into the p
never turned up. All Sevagram bubbled thh
sumptuous laughter. It is also gathered that the
mmates of the Ashram have decided not to grant
any ‘interview’ to these boys in view of the fact
that they invariably try to twist and tamper them
into their like patterns.
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Even the most prejudiced reader of the corres-
pondence will see for himself that the Forum and {5
worthy correspondents put out lies as news.

. » .

The same story is propagated by the anti-Com-
munists from Andhra.

The delegates of some “ Andhra Provincial Stu-
dents and Youth Congress Organisations ” are reported

. to have told the Correspondent of the Andhra Patrika
that Gandhiji told them: *' P, C. Joshi had talked to
me for a little time.  On that occasion [ gave him some
written questions and asked him 10 come again with
answers for a discusslon on the present political situa-
tion. He never turned up with answers. He had not
even sent his answers through post.”  Our readers have
the choice of either considering Gandhiji a liar or this
brood of anti-Communists !

The other Andhra daily, Andhra Prabha, also car-
ries the same tale. In this case the name mentioned
is K. L. Sundara Rao, member of the delegation to
whom Syt. Pyarclal, Gandhiji’s Secretary, is reported
to have said: “Gandhiji demanded of Mr. Joshi
answers to some questions” and that " Mr. Joshi never
showed his face again.”

If these young folks are taught to lie against their
political opponents what will they not do when they
grow up?

- L .

Some other, relatively more responsible, papers
got scent of the correspondence and got its contents
from their own imagination.

The Hindi daily Hindusten under (he headings
*We Should Not Be Expelled From the Congress ” and
“Communist Leader’s Appeal to Gandhiji " gives the
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following news-item, from Lucknow under date De-
cember 5 :

“It is learnt that Shri Puran Chandra Joshi,
the General Secretary of the Communist Party of
India has written a letter to Gandhiji, in which he
has opposed the expulsion of Commumslx f.rom the
Congress. This_correspond be
shortly. The Communists want that Ga‘ndh‘ljl
should announce that their expulsion from the
Congress is wrong.”

Another Hindi daily, Vishwamitra, on December 1
carried a similar message :

‘It is learnt that a carrespondence has been
going on between Shri Puran Chandra Joshi, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist Party of India,
and Mahatma Gandhi on the question of expulsion
of the Commumsts from the Congress. e cor-

will be published very soon. It is
saui that the Communists want Gandhiji to say o
Jew words, so that the impropriety of their expul-
sion from the Congress may be propagandised for.”
The above extracts only disclose how servile is a
part of our public press that it can’t conceive of any one
corresponding with Gandhiji except to curry favour
in one's own partisan interest. It is beyond their com-
prehension that a political party can have a political
policy of its own and stand on its own legs while seek-
ing fraternal undersianding with all.
I have a sheaf of newspaper cuilings before me
on this correspondence and along the above lines. I
hope the publication will put the liars in their place
and end all speculalion and honest men will get an
insight into how we Communists think.
P .
1 do not propose to comment on this correspond-
ence. It speaks for itself.

PG2
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Very soon after I saw Gandhiji it became clear
to me that the Congress Socialists had been repeating
to him what they had been whispering throughout the
country against us without caring to prove a single
allegation however. More, they had organised a coun-
try-wide campaign for any Congressman they could
get hold of to write to Gandhiji.

In his first letter Gandhiji put some questions, bolh
on queslions of policy and also our political morals.
1 briefly answered all, only to put the policy problems
aside till the charges againsl our political morals were
either proved or dismissed.

Gandhiji did not agree with us about this being a
people’s war at all.

Gandhiji found my answer about our finances
** completely salisfactory.”

About other queslions he wrote “I understand
your answers and appreciate them too. Jf T was free
from prejudices, I would have no hesitation in accept-
ing your answers. But my difficully is real and I ask
for your sympathy.” If the greatest amongst us pleads
prejudice as coming in the way of his accepting what
1 say, I have nolhing maore left to say.

In his last letter Gandhlji ways "1 dare not con-
demn you” and names other Communists whom he
knows personally. Our real trouble is that every Com-
munist hears the same thing now-a-days from his
fellow Congressmen. None has snything definite to
say except pay li 10 the Ci ist he meets
but yet goes on repesting charges which have gained
currency through sheer repetition and in the back-
ground of blind prejudice.

I literally bared my chest belore Gandhiji. He
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hed heard very serious charges against us and we
offered him two alternatives.

First, let the accusers dare repeat their charges
before the highest democratic tribunal, our great peo-
ple, anywhere we work and are known and where the
accusers loo work and live.

Secondly, I requested Gandhiji to refer his anti-
Communist file to his three colleagues of the Working
Committee who were then out. Syt. Rajagopalachariar
told me that I was demeaning myself by offering to
stand in the dock. I told him that though I was much
younger I was less sectarian than he and that I would
consider it .an honour and no dishonour to be tried by
the respected Elders of our national movement, Mrs.
Naidu when she read the correspondence called the
charges against our morals silly and expressed herself
in public too. Syt. Desai once said that he had heard
from Sewagram that the anti-Communist file had been
lost and was being looked for. And after a few months
that he was awaiting some papers. 1 waited for eleven
long months to be called up and answer things. I
waited in vain.

There is no third alternative that I could offer to
clear up the issues. Readers will see for themselves
that our Party has nothing to hide and that if there is
an aggrieved party it is our Party.

- - .

Our aim in publishing the correspond is not
only to answer the insinuations made in the press about
this correspondence but to make every serious patriot
see for himself the depths to which our political life
has sunk today.

Grave charges are made before the leaders of the
nation but the accusers do not care to prove them. Fac-
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1t and irresponsibility go her but have
they ever gone to such limits?

Charges of the most filthy type, which on their
very face read absurd, are very coolly made.

If such things can happen within our national
movement what has it come to and where will it all
end?

Such charges have been made on a nation-wide
seale only once, in 1918-20, against the Congress, by the
Government-sponsored Aman Sabhas. This should
mean a lot to those Congressmen who are old enough
0 remember those days. I was a mere boy then bux
my blood used to boil after hearing and reading sland-
ers against the Nehru family, the irreligiosity of
Geandhiji, the squandering of the Tilak Swaraj Fund,
ete.

Qurs, however, is a young party. It would have
been ihe most natural thing for us to get provoked.
We may be young but our national movement is old,
double the age of our Party and we endeavour to live
up to its heritage of patience that comes naturally to
am ancient people. If our political opponents can’t
fight us by political weapons and among the people and
above ail if lies and slanders are their only weapons
it is they who are doomed. Such is our firm convic-
tion.

And our fervent hope is that every reader of this
correspondence will do his bit to get the issue of Con-
gress-C i ionship di d with dignity.
Slanderers are always a few but if the rest acquiesce
they sully the political atmosphere as a whole.

June 30, 1845. P. C. JosH1.



CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MAHATMA GANDHI
AND P. G. JOSHI

I
P. C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI

Bombay,
6th May, 1944,
DEeAr GANDHIJI,

I greet you on behalf of the Communist Party.
With the rest of our countrymen we wish you the
speediest recovery. We respectfully look forward to
the day when you, the most loved leader of the greatest
patriotic organisation of our people, will be in a posi-
tion to give the long awaited lead to the nation against
political deadlock which has resulted in famine condi-
tions and Jap aggression and for patriotic unity of all
national forces to get food for our people and freedom
for our country.

I will be very happy to explain to you the policy
our Party is pursuing to-day and report Lo you the little
we have endeavoured to save our nation in your
absence,

I am sending Comrade Batliwalla, whom you
already know, to pay you a warm homage on behalf
of our Party.

With respectful greetings,

P. C. Josmx.
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MAHATMA GANDHI TO P. C. JOSHI

uhu,
11th June, 184,
My pEAR JosHI,

I had expected a prompt reply to the quesﬂons ]
had raised at our hile some addi
questions have arisen which, please, answer when you
answer my first questions.

(1) What is the meaning of “people” in “peo-
ple’s war”? Does it mean war on behalf of India’s
millions, or the negroes in East, South or West Africa,
or the negroes of America, or all of them ? Are the
Alljes engaged in such a war ?

(2) Are the finances of the Communist Party re-
presented by you subject to public audit ? If they are,
may I see them ?

(3) It is stated that the Communist Party has
actively helped the authorilies to arrest leaders and
organisers of labour strikes during the last two years.

(4) The Communist Parly is said to have adopted
the policy of infilLrating the Congress organisation with
a hestile intent.

(5) Is not the policy of the Communist Party dic-
tated from outside ?

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Ganonr.

*Gandhl)i was referring to his lalk with P. C. Jashi in
early June, 1844.
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P. C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI

Bombay,
14th June, 1944

DEeaRr GANDHUIL,

Your small chit came as a pleasant surprise that
you were so eager to know more about us.

1 did not send you a prompt reply because Mrs.
Naidu was justly annoyed over my meeting you. She
is of the opinion thal you should not do any serious
political work. From what Isaw of you myself I agree
with her. I thoughl I was helping the fulfilment of a
big national task, your speedy recovery to normal
health, by not wriling to you. I had decided to write to
you after two weeks or a month, after the doctors had
announced that you could take lo your normal werk.

It is perhaps not out of place to tell you that Idid
not want to meet you when I did but our plan was to
wait for your call in answer to our letter of greetings.
Miraben was anxious that I see you, she was worried
over the slanders going round about us. I laughed away
her fears. But I kept the appointment she had made
just to give you an inkling of the way our mind was
working. As you can imagine I did not come back a
happy person.

1 am answering your points in a very brief manner
because I think it is a crime to strain you now and
reserve fuller exp} for a future ion if and
when you ask for them.

FIRsT QUESTION
What is the meaning of “people” in “peo-
ple’s war ” ? Does it mean war on behalf of India’s
millions, or the negroes in East, South or West
Africa, or the negroes of America, or all of them ?




Are the Allies ongaged in such a war?

Your first question is nol very clear to me but I
will try my best.

People in people’s war means all peoples the world
over without exception. It, of course, includes India’s
millions and also the Negroes wherever they be.

* Allies " is a very general term. There is a differ-
ence between the Allied peoples and their govern-
ments. There are differences belween the Allied
Governments themselves. You know as well as 1 do
what Churchill stands for. On the other hand, you can
read Stalin's war speeches for yourself; we have
brought out a pamphlet of these and it is in the packet
presented to Syt. Pyarelal.

We do not decide our attitude towards a titanie
world struggle by what Churchill thinks of it or how
he seeks to achieve his aim through it. He does not
decide the course of history for us.

We decide the character of the war on the basis
of our objective analysis of the participants in the
war and the basic issue at slake.

This war has split the world into two camps.

On the one side are the Fascist aggressors, Fascism
is nothing else except Imperialism in its worst and last
form. It is only as Fascism that World Imperialism can
exist today. Fascisis are fighting the war for the im-
perialist domination of the world.

On the other side are the freedom-loving peoples
of the world. In some countries their Governments
are reactionary and imperialist. In others they them-
selves are colonial slaves who though not yet free, have
been able to raise national movemenis as yet weak
like the Negroes or already very powerful like our
own. In this camp is heroic China which through its
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7 years' national resistance to Jap Fascists has saved
the whole East from going under the Jap heel. In
this camp also stands the great U.S.S.R. where alone
real freedom and full democracy prevails, where alone
the people are united as they nowhere are, where there
is a people’s army the like of which has never been
raised before, where there is a people’s State whose
strength has come as a revelation to all other peoples
and governments. It is their Red Army led by their
Government which has destroyed Hitler's dream of
world domination and stopped the Fascist pincers
meeting on our sacred soil. If the words Freedom and
Democracy mean anything for today and tomorrow,
this is the camp of Freedom and Democracy.

Every people has to choose for itself which camp
they would line up with, whose victory they desire.
The fate of the peoples of each country and of the
whole world depends upon which side wins.

If the Fascist side wins it is fascist-imperialist
slavery for every country of the world and the end of
freedom of all.

If the Allied side wins it means the cause of free-
dom itself saved. Every nation fights for its own and
world liberation by fighting in this camp. The en-
slaved nations of the East are, of course, in a very diffl-
cult situation. How can they fight with the fire of
patriotism burning in their bosoms when they are
themselves in chains ? The simple issue is that they
have to fight the battle of their own national liberation
in a new context, with a new strategy.

Let us rule out the alternatives first.

K the patriotic leaders of the colonial people oppose
this war they directly aid the Fascist enslavement of
their own country and help the Fascist imperialists to
conquer the rest of the world with the added strength
Fa3
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of their resources and sign the death warrant of their
own nation.

If the patriotic leaders of a colonial people remain
neutral, they indirectly aid the Fascist aggressors by
condemning their own people to a course of passivity
and leaving the resources of their own country in the
hands of an alien government which cannot but be
incompetent and soulless.

Is the position then: let us fight the fascists now,
we will fight for our freedom when the war is over ?
Must we acquiesce in our present slavery and line up
behind the present alien Government ? This would not
be a patriotic policy but its opposite, (such as M. N.
Roy's policy). This would be the way to liquidate owr
own national movement, let our country go to pieces
under alien rule and weaken what is one sector of the
battle front for the rest of the peoples of the world.

The more clearly we distinguish between the two
camps which are at war, the more correctly will we
be able to shape our national policy in the special con-
ditions of to-day. National resistance to the fascist
aggressor, together with the rest of the progressive
forces which are fighting fascism is the only path of
national liberation from imperialist domination for us
to-day.

Imperialist bureaucrats know that if the Indian
people and their patriotic parties are given ihe chance
and freedom to rouse the spirit of resistance and pat-
riotism of the entire people against the aggressor, it
would mean the beginning of the end of their rule.
That is just the reason why they do everything to
prevent a national settlement and the establishment
of a ional Provisional Gowt

But that is just the reason why we must go all
out to unite all our patriotic forces in our land to ge-
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fend it against the aggressor—irrespective of what the
bureaueracy thinks and does. The more we unite our
patriotic parties the weaker and more isolated becomes
the alien government and the rnore irresistible our
national and other demands, the grealer our capacity
to save and serve our people.

The more our patriotic parties engage themselves
in those tasks which any war-time Government should
successfully lead but an alien government cannot, the
more speedily we get the united intervention of all the
peoples of the world behind our national demand far
National Government in the common interest of fight-
ing the common enemy.

The above is the direction towards which our pat-
riotisn should lead us. As we see it, it is starting on
the path of resistance and breaking our way to the
realisation of the National Government and win the
right to fight for a Free India in a Free World. The
faster and more united we march along this road the
sooner comes National Government ; the more we get
delayed or derailed the worse will be our own fate.

The peoples of Europe under their reactionary gov-
ernments went through the purgatory of Fascism before
they found that it was a people’s war and they could
win it. To-day what is happening in Europe is not
what Churchill desires but what its own .enslaved
peoples decide and do. And Churchill cannot keep a
Darlan or a Badoglio in power; he has to chuck the
feudal-militarist Mihailovitch for the alliance of the
Communist Tito. With a 50-year old national move-
ment behind our back and limitless possibilities of
expandiog it and the imperative need to Imit it still
closer together, we do think that you, the trusted leader
of our people, can also make Churchill eat his words
and settle with India.
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It is a vast and very complicated issue that you
have raised through your first question. Neither pre-
conceived doctrines nor any doctrinaire answer will
help you to understand our point of view.

May I suggest that you take the trouble to study
the resolution we passed after 8th August (People’s
War, Vol. I, No. 12), our resolution on your fast
(People’s War, Vol. II, No. 32), our May Day Menifesto
(in Vol. II, No. 44) and the Editorial we wrote on your
release (Vol. I, No. 46).* They will tell you how we
concretely apply our policy of people’s war. A bagic
formulation like the slogan * people’s war ” helps cla-
rity of understanding among those who conform to a
common ideology but its living application should prove
its soundness to others too and the course of action that
it suggests should help them to estimate its patriotic
worth

QUESTION 2
Are the finances of the Communist Party
represented by you subject to public audit? If
they are, may I see them?

The of no political isation are sub-
ject to public audit in the sense that any member of
the public can come and be allowed to examine them.
But we are very happy that you want to see them be-
cause slanders have been poured into your ears on this
count. We honour and trust you and are nalurally glad
that you are trying to see for yourself if you can trust
us too.

Our Treasurer P. Sundarayya is at Bezwada lead-
ing 1,000 Party members in removing the silt from the
canal so that 50,000 acres may get motre water and the

*Included s to the




[}
peasants of Kistna may grow more food for famished
Malayalees (the P.W.D. had pleaded its helplesaness).
Qur Accountant Leila, his wife, has gone to Bezwada.
But both Sundarayya and Leila should be here any
day and I will arrange that they reach Bombay within
48 hours.

If you desire to ine the
they will present themselves with all t.he Reglsters
where and when you desire. If you decide o appoint
a representative he should be such whom we also Imow
to be an honest man and not already prejudiced against
us.

You will not find our accounts as well kept as by a
commercial firm but I am sure you will give us a
pass after considering that we are yet learning how to
keep accounts because under years of illegality our
tradition has been that to keep registers and “proper”
accounts is criminal folly.

You will find some anonymous donors, but I believe
that you also accept anonymous donors. But to dis-
pel any suspicion that “anonymous” may be code for
Government cash I am prepared to give you (not your
representative) the names.

I can also present before you some of our comrades
who on their own right are worth lacs and who have
pledged their entire property to the Party. I am sure
they will come to you as a pleasant surprise because
they are sons of well-known houses whose fathers did
not put patriotism above their property. A two-
minute chat with each will convince you that they are
selfless youngsters, the like of which the capitalist and
feudal classes (from which they come) do not nor-
mally produce.

If you have yet any doubts left and in any case, I
give you some references which should meet all your
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doubts. The following know quite a lot about who
gives us cash, how and where we spend it, and thet the
Government does not pay us a pie :

—Iftikharuddin and his Begum

—Shaukat Ansari end Zohra

—N. M. Joshi.

You can ask Dr. and Mrs. Subbarayan as to what
they think is going to happen to their property when
Mohan and Parvati (their children and our comrades)
get it and in fact what they kmow happens to the pro-
perty of the whole-lime workers of the Party.

I cannot resist the templation 1o make a counter-
request to you. I will give you a list of rural and
urban areas where we have worked hard among the
people and they know us well. You send to any of
them Syt. Pyarelal with me when I go out on tour.
The only announcement will be to come and listen to
me on Party policy. He will find not less than 10
thousand and upto 50,000 and more assembled and
tempo and enthusiasm which will remind him of 1920
days. I will make atthe end an appeal for the Party
Fund and he will find the vast majority paying and in
a manner and in amounts that will bring tears into his
eyes. .
We collect money from the same source as you do
—our great people. What helps us to do it is also
the same weapon : their palriotic service. Why should
you not think that others too can do what you do?
In fact we take great pride in the fact that we are car-
rying on the tradition you started of mass collections
for the country’s cause and utmost personal self-
sacrifice.

Normally children follow their parents. We are such
sons and daughters of our nation that we endeavour
to get our fathers, mothers and even grand-mothers
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follow us into our Party. We have numerous
examples where whole families have gone Red.

You will naturally ask why should honest Cong-
ressmen who have talked to you believe such stories
against us ? I would wish you to realise that after
your arrest most of the Congressmen believed that
“ struggle” was Congress sanctioned and truly “na-
tional”” They naturally weni very bilter when they
found us not joining up. This was exploited by the
“organisers” of the struggle—the C.S.Pers and For-
ward Blocisls who spread the slander that we were
paid by the Government. The more the collapse of
the struggle became apparent the wider was the slander
circulated to stop Congressmen listening to us. The
original and active slanderers were the saboteur-
leaders because we alone actively campaigned against
sabotage and in the background of the then political
set-up it got easy currency.

Not one honest man who knows us and has seen
us at work will mouth the slander. The pity is that
most of the Congressmen who know us personally and
well, have not met you and our own work is not so
intensive on a country-wide scale as to make all Con-
gressmen everywhere see through the slander. We
have no doubts that sooner rather than later we will
live down the slander.

QUESTION 3

It is stated that the Ci ist Party has activel
helped the authorities to arrest leaders and organisers
of labour strikes during the last two years.

1 know it is easy enough to make such a vile charge
but very difficult to prove it. I will not answer it like
a lawyer asking the accusers to prove their case, which
cannot always be done.
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I will answer it in broader, polilical, ie. more
effective terms.

First, I believe if you find that we are not paid by
the Government you will easily believe that we are
not likely to hand over labour leaders to the police.

Secondly, our Party except in Ahmedabad and
Jamshedpur, is as much the unquestioned leader of the
working class as the great Congress is of the Indian
people as a whole. We answer our opponents openly
in mass meetings and challenge them to come and put
their point of view to the workers.

Almost all the labour leaders are our Party mem-
bers ; the few that are not are our friends and allies
and I cannot imagine any one knowing the least bit
about the labour world making such a charge except
the Congress Socialists.

Shri N. M. Joshi is the oldest trade union leader
alive today. He is the General Secrelary of the All-
India Trade Union Congress. He is not a Communist,
we have fought him in the past, he does not agree with
us on all points even today. He knows our place in
the labour movement better than anybody else and all
that we say and do among the workers and how wé
deal with our critics and opponents. A few minutes
with him should tell you what is what. .

We gave up our strike policy because we con-
sidered it anti-national in the conditions of today, aid-
ing the Jap aggressors on the one hand and iniensify-
1ing the economic crisis for our own people on the other.
‘That we successfully prevented the Indian working
class from resorting to strikes even in a period of their
worsening material conditions is the measure not only
of our influence over it but its capacity to understend
national interests as its own.
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QUESTION 4.
The Communist Party is said to have edopted
the policy of infiltrating the Congress organisation
with a hostile intent.

There is no guestion of our “ adopting the policy
of infiltrating the Congress organisation.” We have
been in the Congress ever since we were born as a
Party. I remember the late Mr. Langford James, Pro-
secutor in the Meerut Conspiracy Case making this
charge and how we all laughed at him. The game was
to creale a scare, to isolate non-Communist Congress-
men from us. The British agents played that tune
once. Jap-agents do it now. Both represent the
nation’s enemies and seek to confuse the national
ranks.

‘Whether our intent is hostile or not, it is for our
fellow Congressmen to judge and for us to prove other-
wise through our practice. We have won the love and
respect of Congressmen in the past and hope to enjoy
it more and more. Qur comrades have been elected
1o the AI.C.C. and to leading places in the Provincial
Congress Committees.

We are inside the Congress on our right, as patrio—
tic sons and daughters of the people who join the com--
mon nalional organisatlion, so that we may be able to
fight our hardest and best in realisation of the com-
mon goal of national ipation and no sland
can ever provoke us to give up this stand and forego
the glorious privilege.

QUESTION 5
Is not the policy of the Communist Party
dictated from outside ?
The Communist Party decides its own policy
Pa 4
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as it understands the interests of its own people
and of the peoples of the world. As long as the
Communist International was there, we were dubbed
as ‘Moscow Agents’. It is rather surprising to come
across the same insinuation even after its dissolution.
I am enclosing some documents on the subject which
speak for themselves.

The Communist Party is one great revolulionary
brotherhood. It exists in every country of the world
All have the same ideology and are moved by the
common aims of fighting for the liberalion of their
own and all peoples. I can send you the journals and
documents of the Communist Parties of Britain, USA,
South Africa, Auslralia, which have nailed dowrn
Amery & Co. as slanderers and provocateurs after
August 9 and which have unfalteringly demanded the
release of the Congress leaders and settlerment with
India on Lhe basis of a real Nalional Government.

As the war approaches its- climax, you will hear
more and more about the Communist Parties in action.
In the packet that is with Sjt. Pyarelal there are pam-
phlets on Finland, Yugoslavia, France, China which
will tell you how each one of our brother parties
analyses ils own national and the broader international
situation, what programme it puts before its own people
and how it is fighting for it.

As you were fair to me when you told me that you
approached us with suspicion, I will not be fair to you
if I withheld that your questions pained us because
they embody the slanders that the enemies of Com-
munism are circulating the world over and are only
believed by persons with pre-conceived prejudices.
We are a new and rising force, born in the ranks of
our own people and shot up through the flame of pat-
riotism which not us but our elders like you, in every
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country of the world, ignited. We lmow it is not easy
10 go out of one’s way to understand the new and rather
diffieult to believe that one’s own sons can carry for-
ward the heritage, but we do expect you to consider
the following :

(1) As a great leader of the people, you have
known mistep i dured slanders and yet
become our national leader.

(2) From the time of Marx itself, no ideology has
been more misrepresenied than ours. No peoples’
leaders have ever been slandered and for so long as
Lenin and Stalin, and yet, one-sixth of the world that
is the U.S.S.R., growing Communist Parties in every
country of the world are living monuments to their
work.

(3) We fought our own prejudices to come to Com-
munism, we have been fighting slanders all our Party-
lives in seeking our way to our people. We have learnt
for ourselves that prejudices cannot stand truth and
slanders cannot kill a patriotic organisation,

(4) You hardly now us, Nehru lmew us much
more.

‘We knew you did not like us nor think much of
1s. We used to meet Nehru, to have our say on the
international and national issues that tame up before
the Congress. Today, he is behind the bars. Witkout
him and without your other colleagues of the Working.
Committee, you have to und d the whole si i
and evolve a way out for the nation. After the Con-
gress and the League, we have grown to be the third
Party in the country. It would be unfortunate if you
were to misjudge us. But we would continue to stand
on the strength of our patriotic policy before the people
and the judgment of our people has given us unkound-
ed self-confidence and courage to struggle to find out
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" our failings and the will to correct them but you will
fail in the fulfilment of your own duties as the greatest
leader of the Nation, whose task it is to understand
all points of view and evolve a lead that will carry
us all to our common cherished goal.

‘The Congress Socialists suggest that we have grown
by basking in the Government’s favour and explain
this by pointing to the absence of the Congress from
the field.

‘Would the Government pay the Party which has
been consistently campaigning for your and other
Congress leaders’ release, which has been fighting the
slanders against the Congress being pro-Jap, which
has been popularising the anti-Fascist stand of the
Congress, which has been demanding settlement on
the basis of National Government ?

In these 2 years, 4 of our comrades have been
hanged.* (You can read their story in People’s War,
Vol. I, No. 40). About 400 are behind the bars and
100 are life-prisoners. Is this the way the Government
is helping us ?

Congress has been banned before. Did the Liberals
grow sironger in 1820 ? In an enslaved country, only
that Party grows which serves the people, and which
has a patriotic policy to put before them. The rest
wither away.

I had promised you a document on food and another
on the League position, but I am not going to send any
till you become really better. I feel very guilty for
having to inflict on you what has already become a
long letter.

With respectful greetings,

P. C. Josur.

“The four peamsant leaders of Kayyur, Malabar.
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P. C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI
Bombay,
26th July, 1044,

Dean GANDHLII,

I had duly received your questions and sent an
answer too. I am glad you have read it and as you
have written to Mohan, I am expecting an answer any
day. The way the news about your chit to me and
our answer is going round makes us blush about the
political morals of our fellow countirymen. If you are
interested in checking up Mohan will tell you some-
thing.

As you can easily imagine and as I wrote to you
I have not sent you the Memos I promised. They will
be waste of my time and no use to you as long as you
have prejudices about us.

You will find us willing for any service that needs
a stout heart and presupposes deep love of the people.

With respectful greetings,

P. C, Josur

v
MAHATMA GANDHI TO P. C. JOSHI

As at Sevagram, (CP.)
Camp Panchgani,
30th July, 1044.
DeaR FrienD,

I had duly received your letter of 14th June and
also your letter of 26th of July sent with Shri
Kumaramangalam.

Your answer to my first question provokes further
question for your reply. I understand that although
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the chief aclors among the Allied powers are by no
means inclined towards real y, you think that
by the time the War ends their designs will be con-
founded and that the people all the world over will
suddenly find self-expression and overlhrow the present
leaders. In the peoples, according to answer, I em en-
titled to include us, other Asiatics and Negroes, for
that matter perhaps also the prolelariat of Japan and
Germany. If such is your belief, I must confess that
1 do not share it but I keep myself open to eonviction.
Meanwhile I suggest that the title ¢ Peoples’ War’ is
highly misleading. It enables the Government in India
to claim that at least one popular party considers this
s people’s war. I suggest too that Russia’s limited alli-
ance with the Allled powers cannot by any stretch
of imagination convert what was before an imperialis-
tic war against the Nazi combine, into a peoples’ war.

Holding the view 1do, it is superfluous for me now
to answer your argument that “ this war has split the
world into two camps.” Between Scylla and Chearyb-
dis, if I sail in either direction, I suffer shipwreck.
Therefore 1 have to be in the midst of the storm. 1
suggested a way out. Naturally, it has been rejected
because the powers that be, do not want to relax their
grip on India. As I am composing this letter to you,
1 have read and re-read your argument. Every para-
graph offends, for to me, it lacks reality. Please be-
lieve me that my prejudice against your parly has
nothing to do with my examination of your answer
to the first question.

Q.—2. Your answer as far as it goes, I hold to be
completely satisfactory. I will not ask you for further
proof about your finances.

After I have dealt with your enswers, I will put
my difficulties before you. Your answers to the other
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questions do not admit of a categorical reply. I under-
stand your answers and appreciate them too. If I was
free from prejudices, I would have no hesitation in
accepting your answers. But my difficulty is real and
I ask for your sympathy. When I make the admission
that I have prejudices, it is an appeal to you to have
patience with me and to disarm my prejudices in the
best manner you ecan. I can only give you my assur-
ance that I am ready to see anybody you want me 1o
see, 1o read anything you want me to read and to exa-
mine every argument or fact produced by you as dis-
passionately as I can. I give you this further assurance
that I have not acted upon my prejudice, nor shall I
do so unless the prejudices harden into a confirmed
belief that your party represents a force of Evil and
is really an obstacle in the way of the fight for freedom.
I am not likely to have that belief easily and, if I have
it, you shall have ample notice so as to enable you tu
wean me from it. I know your worth. You have very
able young men and women, as selfless as I would elaim
fo be. You are all hard working and possess great
energy and you impose strict discipline on your
workers. All this I prize and admire. I would not
easily lose such a force because of any preconceived
notions of mine.

If T have been inordinately long in deeling with
your answers which you sent me so promptly, it was
because, as you are aware I was preoccupied and also
because 1 was examining the evidence that was pour-
ing in upon me unsolicitated against your party. I
asked them to let me use their names and they have
given me the permission. I take the latest first i.e.
Babu Manoranjan Chaudhary. I did not even know
that he was coming and when he did ask for an appoint-
ment, it was in tion with my of the
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Rajaji formula. But really he took the greater part
of my time to tell me that the Communists had done
great injury to the national cause. I am using a milder
term than was really used before me. He has left
papers which I have not been able to study. And he
has also left with me a printed book which I have
glanced through personally and it makes bad reading.
‘The printed book can be seen by any deputy you may

choose to send. Probably you have seen it yourself.
The other is Sjt. Kaleshwar Rao of Bezwada. He also
sent me a long letter from which I quote the salient
passages (see encl.). Add to this the numerous letters
I have received from correspondents, known and un-
known, all impeaching the party. I understand too

that Shri Jaiprakash Narain is also ‘disillusioned.’
You have referred me to Mian Iftikharuddin and
Shaukat Ansari. Both of whom I know well and for
awhom I have great regard. Unfortunately, Iitikharud-
din is in Jail. T have never talked about Communism
10 Shaukat, because I know him and his wife Zohra
apart from their politics. But no general assurance
from them will obliterate the evidence that has forced
itself upon me and of which I have given you a bird’s
eye view. I will ask you not to dismiss all this evidence
as so much prejudice. I would ask you not to be angry
with your critics, however ignorant they may be. You
will have legitimate cause for anger, if their criticism
is malicious and conceived with a hostile intent.
Lastly, I ask you to believe me that I want to impress
the services of everyone of you for the cause of inde-
pendence to be fought along the lines that I have chalk-
ed out for myself and the whole country. And if I
am convinced that I am going astray and that yours is
the correct method, 1 would like to be won over by
you to your side and 1 will sincerely and gladly serve
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as an i ing to be enlisted as a unit in
yourranks

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GanpHL
ENcLoSURE

“They enacted dramas in the commune in the
theme of every one of which there was shooting, exe-
cution and bloody murder. The student members were
made to act as executioners or murderers with hands
painted red. They made it a rule to get cooked flesh
every day in the commune and every member must
sit at the common table. Hereditary vegetarians like
Brahmins and Vaisyas including students were pur-
posely taught to eat flesh so as to feel no abhorrance
to violence. One Brahmin M.A. told me that he took
to flesh eating because Gandhi was insisting on non-
violence. Another Vaisya B.Sec. told me that he got
freedom from the use of wretched Khaddar from that
time which he had been using for more than twenty
years. He became an ardent champion of flesh eating.
They held classes in the yard there. They were anti-
Gandhi, anti-Truth, anti-Non-violence, anti-Congress
high command and anti-God and anti-Khaddar and
anti-village induslries and advocated sexual anarchy
in their speeches. In one of those meetings one of
their leaders declared Gandhi as the Rasputin of India.
. . There is a book written by Engels, which they
studied, in which he advocates group marriages or twin
marriages (two wives for two husbands jointly) and
condernns monogamy as the bourgeois invention to
suppress women's freedom.” . . . “They act as spies
and informers with the police against the ordinary
Ci particularly against the ionalist stu-
dents, youth and ryot workers whom they consider as
ar s
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their chief rivals. They got secret instructions from
their party leader to use slicks and beat their opponents
in order to suppress them, besides handing them over
to the police even by giving false information.”

Vi
P. C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI

Bombay,
16th August, 1944.
DeAR GANDHLIT,

I had intended to send my reply to your letter of
30th July through Sajjad Zaheer. Bui he is leaving
today instead of on Friday and I have been very busy
the last week writing for this number of People’s Wer.
I am sending you an advance copy of this issue which
contains my article. I hope you will read the arlicle
before you meet and talk to him. I am also enclosing
some statistics about Bengal and the Punjab which, I
am sure, you will find useful,

As far as our reply to your letter is concerned, I
shall send it to you when you come to Bombay, as
you are due here on the 19th.

With respectful greetings,

P. C. JosH1
vo
P. C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI
Bombay,

12th Septemnber, 1944,

Dear GANDHLII,
Your letter of 30th July was duly dellvered to me
by Shri Hutheesing. Within 2 days of its receipt by
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me one of us who deals with Mr. Kanji Dwarakadas
over labour problems was told in a casual conversation
over the telephone that he understands that we had
recexved your second letf.er and that you had accepted

our - our fi but that you
were now inquiring about our morals. I hope you
d our own reactions to the way the problem

of correspondence with us is being dealt with by your
Secretariat. In several papers messages have appeared
that give the substance of your questions to us but
not our answer to you and make insinuations. We have
kept the Press at arm’s length so far.

In public life there is a code and in our national
movement we all take a particular pride in the fact
that we observe a higher code than in the public life
of other couniries. I am saying this not only because
we feel bad about it but because it brings discredit to
our national movement of which you are the living
symbol.

I may as well give in the very beginning, our re-
aclion to your letter as a whole. If my own father had
written to me what you have written, I would NOT
bave answered his letter and I would never again have
gone to meet him. I am writing to you because you
are the nation’s Father, it will be unpatriotic on my
part to get angry with you, even when you insult and
humiliate us. I kmow you don’t mean it but your
ignorance of our views and your prejudices against
our Party are so great that you don’t even realise what
you are writing. I would request you to show the copy
of your letters to me to Mrs. Naidu and- Syts. Bhula-
bhai Desai and C. Rajagopalachariar and hear for your-
self if they do not also agree with me that I am per-
fectly justified in so sharply reacting to your letter.

"I will not take up the political part of your letter
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where you think that our policy is pro-Government.
T do not hope to convince you through letters on this
point, and you yourself say that our policy is not the
basis of your prejudices against us.

We cannot discuss political issues objectively as
long as prejudices persist.

I am not waiting for the day when the New Delhi
archives fall into the Nation's hands, they will tell you
what the Government thinks of our present political
policy!

Most of the newspapers have been given relief
about paper quota against recent heavy restrictions
We also applied to the Government. I am enclosing
copies of letters which will tell you that the Govern-
ment has not given our Journals and Publishing House
the relief which most of the “ nationalist” ones have
already secured. This much about your fear “I sug-
gest that the title ¢ People’s War * is highly misleading.
It enables the Government in India to claim that at
least one popular Party considers this as ‘People’s
War’".

I will discuss political issues with you only when
you feel you have no more prejudices left and you
consider us to be as honest as you claim yourself to
be.

We have been thinking hard what should make
you so hostile towards us and the root lies in your own

i d ing of what C ism is. You
are fundamentally a religious person and have an
ethical code. You relate your fundamenlal religious
beliefs to your political work. You seem to think that
Communism means that “ the end justifies the means”
and therefore that the Communists are capable of any
opportunist policies and any vile trick if they think
these will serve their ends Such a belief about the




tenets of Communism makes you lend your ears to any
slander against us.

By the way this is an outmoded slogan against us
and educated persons in Europe gave it up after the
twenties. I used to hear it often about ten years back.
1 meet hundreds of intellectuals and non-Communist
patriots but I hear it no more.

1 do not want you to take my word for anything.
but 1 do want you just to spend a little time studying
Communism from the ethical angle itself. You lkmow
the Dean of Canterbury, you have stayed with him.
He is your friend and also ours. He is an intensely
religious person. His religious beliefs have led him to
become our friend. He is not a Party Member but a
very good sympathiser. He is on the Editorial Board
of the Daily Worker, British Communist daily. He
has written on problems from a religious-ethical angle.
I would earnestly request you to read his book * Secial-
ist Sixth of the World” and his pamphlet, " Marxism
and the Individual,” (printed in India es the second part
of “The Heritage We Acclaim ”). They will help you
to see that we Communists are very “religious” in
the best sense of the word, even though we profess
adherence to no religion. We try to conform to a
moral-ethical code which religions preach but whose
followers never practise and more than that, our moral
code is more strict and demands greater material sacri-
fices and life-long self-education, and very hard prac-
tical work in the daily service of the people.

1 would like to hear from you what you think of
the Dean’s writings and if they have helped you to
understand us better. You have been gracious enough
to promise that you will read whatever I recormmend.
We regularly send our weekly to you. I would request
you to glance through it and every week read any bit
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that eatches your eye and after 3 months let me know
again if you still think we are woolly in the head and
unpatriotic. Send me back any single para that you
think helps the Government and hurts the people.

You accept my answer about our finances and hold
the ition to be satisf; y.” 1 sent you
categorical answers on the other points and I enclosed
documents and yet you think that you cannot give a
“categorical reply.” You appreciate them but say:
“If I was free from prejudices I would have no hesita-
tion in accepting your answers.” It hurts us more than
you can imagine to read that our nation’s leader pleads
prejudices as standing in the way of examining slander
against a young patriotic party.

Mud-slinging at political opponents is an old
weapon of those who have lost faith in the people and
given up all moral values. Just as the bureaucracy
attempted to use that weapon against you, challenging
your integrity and accusing you of pro-Japanism. Some
C.S.Pers and Boseites are using it against us. You
are getting letters and documents against us as part of
a well-organised campaign against us by these parties.
They have tried out in their own localities all the
slanders that they are now regaling to you and failed.
After your release they are trying to prejudice you.

In this they are helped by the prejudices of many
honest Congressmen against us. You yourself, it seems,
are puzzled as to why some honest Congressmen should
be so passionately anti-Communist. The reason is not
far to seek. Since 9th Augusl we sluck to our convic-
tions and refused to join the sabotage campaign be-
cause we were convinced that these were against the
interests of our country. We campaigned among people
and invited their wrath upon our heads. A section of
Congressmen misinterpreted our policy as being against
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the Congress and the nation. Subsequent events have
shown it was not so. Their subjective anger against
us, polilical intolerance and refusal to concede patriot-
ism to those differing from them makes them sad vie-
tims of C.S.P. propaganda. The situation is often so
tragic that while our entire Party defends the Congress
against charge of L.ro-Japanism, they slander us as the
enemies of the people.

I will quote but one i of political i
in Congress ranks and that in connection not with our-
selves. Quite a good part of the middle renks of the
Congress think even now that Mr. Jinnah is an agent
of the Government and you are ill-advised in negotiat-
ing with him. They cannot for their life believe that
there are patriots inside the League also. This same
kind of blind prejudice is displayed towards us. Yet
we are confldent that we will win the confidence of
honest Congressmen more and more by working with
them and as they will be helped by life itself to live
down their prejudices.

If you enquire into the bona fldes of the persons
who have wrilten to you you will Aind that they are
those who organised or supported the post-9th August
sabolage campaign or have been intensely prejudiced
against us by these people.

They are bitter against us because we opposed
sabotage and exposed them not only in words but in
practice.

After your letters from jail and later statements
they cannot attack us polilically and thus are reduced
to mean tricks.

I have yet to come across a person whom anyone
will call a patriot who will utter to my face the slanders
that seem to have reached you and who will have the
courage to repeat them before the Congress and League
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leaders of his own district,

I would have expected you to tell the persons who
seem to give you so much "evidence” (which I con-
sider to be slanders) that if all that they say about
the Communists is right, it should be the easiest thing
for them to wipe us out in their district and that they
need not bother you about “Communists” who on
their own report are a gang of unpatriotic degenerates.
This is how I would like the National Father to act,
who has a very large family to look after.

You have referred me to two cases. I will take
them one by one:

A) Re: B. Maroranjan Chowdhury.

He had seen me before he met you. He came to
our office with the uncle of my wife who was an old
friend of his but sat in the waiting room fearing that
T would not meet him. When the Uncle told me that he
wanted to meet me, I invited him in for a talk. He con-
gratulated me for marrying * the best Bengali girl "
and made me blush. He told me that in his own dis-
trict Noakhali the “ best workers " are inside the Party !.
He i d me for building up “the best organ-
ised Party” in India! And a lot more in the same
strain. In the end he told me that he does not agree
with us on all points though he admires my * powerful
writing”! I had not met him before and was just
polite and pleasant to him. .

This person comes to you without an appointment
(He was a scout for Dr. Shyamaprosad and his
courier) .

He asked for an interview over the Rajaji formula,
but took the * greater part” of your time telling you
that we had “done great injury to the national cause.”
(He was preparing the ground for Dr. Shyamaprosad
to meet you and testing out what standing the thrice-
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cursed Communists had with you).

He has left papers with you which you have not
been able to study.

He has left with you a printed book. You have not
given me its title, but I guess that it is likely to be
Kalyani Bhattacharya'’s “ War Against' the People.” 1
have not read the book but only glanced at it and seen
through the cartoons. When I received it I sent a wire
to our Bengal Committee if it should be answered in
the People’s War and I got the answer that I need not
bother because it had been withdrawn from circulation
as all decent Bengalees who read it felt disgusted over
it.

‘What does the book say ? It states that T am Max-
well's boy and insinuates that our girl comrades in
Bengal are like prostitutes. What is the evidence of
facts? None, but through the book the allegation is
made that Maxwell pays me and my Party ; the rest of
the book consists of verbal decoration around this
theme. You have yoursel seen through the * paid-
Government-agent” slander. I will take the answer
to our food policy being pro-government later, but what
is the positive call to the people that this book itself
gives —food riots, * revolution,” just what a Jap agent
in Bengal would advocale. The book was banned after
a while and so far as I know, not one Bengali journal
protested against ban !

I will take the author of the book first. She did
not write the book herself ; I know it for a fact that
Dr. Shyamaprosad got it written and paid for its pub-
lication.

Now T come to the contents of the book. It is an
answer to a series of articles I wrote on the first Bengal
famine, in the People’s War ; they created a sensation
in Bengal and Syt. Bhulabhai Desai told a comrade of
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ours that I have helped him to get a clesr picture of
Bengal famine for the first time. The articles were
later reprinted into a pamplet which became the best
seller and went into two editions within two weeks. In
those articles I exposed Shyameprosad as being a
hoarders’ man ‘in policy and a communal factionalist
in practice. And this pamphlet of Kalyani Bhatta-
charya was his “reply ” to mine.

1 don't expect you to study the Bengal famine and
its nfter-eﬁects you are busy dealing with the basic

"meb ing Mr. Jinneh and if
it comes oﬁ I know you would have done your bit for
Bengal.

-1 will give you,a reference that you will ind amply
satisfying, you know X. I got most of my factual data
from him, when he saw the articles he agreed with my
analysis. During my next visit to Bengal he invited
me to stay with him for a while and we became still
more friendly. He is an eminent intelleclual and he
is not'a Communist: He is a Bengali, a patriot, a scient-
ist and a statistician. Please send him Kalyani Bhat-
tacharya’s pamphlet and ask him what he thinks of
the pamphlet and also what he thinks of what we write
in the People’s War on Bengal's food. After you have
read his answer you will understand why I am so
indignant..

By the way, several of his students and relalives
are in the Party. He and his wife, know several of our
Party boys and girls. I would like you to send by hand
copies of your two letters to me and my answers. I am
confident that he and his wife will tell you that yuu are
letting your leg be pulled.

I could give you any number of references in
Bengal, of the best sons and daughters of Bengal from
every walk of life but I think one is enough.
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Dr. Shyamaprosad and his men are campaigning
against you in Bengal. We are not only supporting
you but putting faith and courage into Congressmen
to get and fight Dr. Shyamaprosad. And yet you ask
me to "explain” etc. and you lend your ears to Dr.
Shyamaprosad and his men !

If you trust Dr. Shyamaprosad more than me, I
would request you to put us both to the test of the
verdict of the people. I will go down to Bengal and
let both of us organise mass rallies under our own
‘banners, and on our own polilical policies. He through
his Hindu Mahasabha and I, through our Party. In
Calcutta our meeting will be twice the size of his and
in the districts four to ten times his meeting. I am a
non-Bengali and a bad speaker while Dr. Shyamapro-
sad is a great demagogue. I will make your delegate
see mass rallies in the villages of Bengal ihe like of
which only you could see if and when you go to that
unfortunate province.

B) Re. Extract from Kaleshwer Rao’s Letter

If you showed it to ANY honest person who knows
anything about Communism and has at all seen the
Indian Communists at work in any part of India he
will tell you that it cannot but be all lies.

Rajaji has been to our Commune and dined with
us.” When I told him about our food jocularly that we
are rying to beat the old man (ie. you) st his own
game, he told me that my food was more Satwik than
yours !

Gelder has eaten with us on a Satlurday when we
get our weekly mutton-curry and also on week dayp
when we have the plainest of vegetarian meals. He is
a great admirer of yours. You casually ask him what
he thinks of our food and the way we live.

Mrs. Naidu has been a poetess and a great lover




32
of our culture. She knows our poet comrades, she has
seen our boys and girls dance and sing. You ask her
what sort of culture we go in for and what we are
doing for Indian culture.

Our Central Cultural Squad is rehearsing a new
programme. While you are in Bombay you can drop
in any time, d. Iam di that it will
make your heart swell with pride to hear them sing
and dance, and you will like to hug all the boys and
girls. They rehearse from 8-12 noon, and 2-7 pm.

All the foreign correspondents assembled in Bom-
bay to cover your meeting are anxious to see the squad
at work to catch a bit of Indian folk-culture. When
eny of them comes 10 you at Wardha later you ask
them what they think of what they heard and saw
performed.

All the above is only to help you to see how much
Kaleshwar Rao has wronged us by writing that letter
to you.

But you are a lawyer too. I would ask you to call
our Andhra Party leader, Sundarayya and Kaleshwar
Rao and you talk to them both together on the letter
and I hope that in 15 minutes you will find out who is
a true son of Andhradesh and who a better votary of
truth.

If you find you cannot come to any conclusions I
would ask you Lo " organise " a proper trial before the
Andhra people. You could appoint as the *judge”
either Rajaji or Mrs. Naidu, respected national leaders
and NOT prejudiced against us. 1 guarantee an attend-
ance of 50,000 peasants, men and women of all genera-
tions with their children and perfect discipline and
order. Let Kaleshwar Rao make the “Prosecutor’s”
speech and produce his witnesses. Sundarayys will
produce no witnesses but only make a speech. And
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let the “Judge” record for you the verdict of the
“jury ”, the people who gave birth to both Kaleshwar
Rao and Sundarayya.

What has hurt me most in his letters and your
sending it to me is where he challenges our sex-morals.
T would like you to know that it is only in our Party
that we seek to guide, criticise and mould the entire
life, both personal and political, of our members. The
punishment inside our Party for sexual depravity is
summary expulsion. I would also like you to know
that we have perhaps a higher percentage of women in
the Party than there were even in the Congress itself
and that we have a larger number of women whole-
time workers from elderly Mas to young unmarried
girls than the Congress ever had. I hope you will now
see that when any slanderer attacks our sex-morals we
feel as strongly as a common person will when he hears
his mothers and sisters filthily abused.

‘What worth should be placed on Kaleshwar Rao's
statement and how reckless he is in his allegation can
be seen from his total distortion of Engels' book.
Engels’ book “Evolution of Family, Property and
State” is a scienlific study of the history of human

and the of property and State.
In it Engels, who with Marx was the co-founder of
Communism shows how historically marriage has
tended to be more and more monogamic and how the
earlier forms of marriage were discarded by society in
its progress. In this connection he mentions Com-
munity marriage as a form which once existed in the
infant period of humau society. To allege that Engels
justified Community marriage is a base perversion, for
which it is difficult to find parallel. At this rate any
historical research will be impossible. Engels, on the
contrary, laid it down that the progress in human
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marriage is registered by its ion as a i
marriage—a statement which gives the lie to Kalesh-
war Rao's distortion about Community marriage.

Wavell paid tribute to your *intelligence’ "
perience”, and “gcumen” and recognised * much
ability and high mindedness” in those who represent
the Congress. You rightly answered back that why
then does he not irust you.

You write to me “I know your worth. You have
very able young men and women, as selfless as 1 would
claim to be. You are all hard-working and possess
great energy and you impose strict discipline on your
workers. All this I prize and admire.” And just as
Wavell does to you, you don't trust my word over
issues that in any decent society are taken for granted.

. Please realise what I must be feeling inside me
when I find that you treat me and our Party in the
same way as Wavell ireats you and the Congress.

Secondly, have you ever cared to recall the words
of the Communist delcgates in the historic August
AILCC. meeting? What did they beseech you to do ?
To delete the operative clause (the sanction clause) and
replace it by of self- inati and
immediate negoliations with the League; this in fact
is just what you have done NOW.

‘What did they warn against ? Just what happened
immediately after your arrests whal they had forecast
in their speeches and what you repudiated the moment
you got the chance from within the jail itself but which
the people outside did not know. You repudiated
sabolage from within the jail, we fought against it out-
side, when all those who swore by you had been swept
off their feet. You asked Rajaji to go ahead with Jinnah
and without ¥mowing anything about your acceptance
of the formula we ised self: ination and




B
Congress-League unity when the majority of Congress-
men and Leaguers themselves lacked faith.

In conclusion, I did not answer this letter earlier
b I was expecting you in . 1 did not
send it as soon as you reached here because I did not
want to intrude upon your time when we want you
to give your single-minded attention to bring about
an agreement with Mr. Jinnah. 1 am, therefore, sending
it on what is reported to be the last'day of your talks
with him.

I want you to read this letter at your leisure. I
am writing to you for the last time on the subject of
our bona fides. It is too humiliating to read what you
send us and we see no reason why we should put up
with it after having bared our breasts before you.

1 will make to you an offer which in normal con-
ditions we will consider below the prestige of our Party
to suggest. You place your whole anti-~Communist file
before any patriot of eminence who inpires mutual
trust, e.g. Mrs. Naidu, Rajaji or Bhulabhai. These
three are your old colleagues and known to us not te
be prejudiced against us. Let me have a copy of the
file and let them ask me for explanations on any point.
1 am sure after reading their report you will consign
the anti-Communist file to flames.

1 hope you will agree that I could do nothing more
to convince you.

I expect an answer to this but if you ere not satis-
fled, I hope you will at least spare us the silly stories
that petty slandereps for political reasons send you. If
you want our views on any political issue or you want
us to undertake any particular service of the people
you have only to send the word.

The more we find you failing to discharge your
duty towards us as the nation’s father, the harder we
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shall work to discharge our duty as the nation’s sons.
And one day, we shall have your blessings.
1 hope you lmow that we do not have personal
ity inside the C ist Party. The letters that
I bave wrilten to you have been written on behalf of
the leadership of our Party which we are proud to say
knows no factions and cliques.
With respectful greetings,

P. C. Josur.
voI
MAHATMA GANDHI TO P. C. JOSHI
Bombay,

15th September 1044.
DEeaR Josmi,

Many thanks for your letter.

1 do not mind the wermth into which you have
been betrayed. I must apologise for the offence my
language has caused you. You will believe me when
I tell you that I wrote in all good faith. I could not
come close 1o the party if I did not disclose even my
prejudices. I had expected appreciation for my
friendly approach and frankness. Nevertheless I must
continue my study of the party and its leaders.

I have accepted your advice. I placed your letter
in Shri Bhulabhai’s hands and asked him to imstruct
and guide me.

1 shall not worry you directly with letters. I shall
try to know you through the common friends you men-
tion. Sarojini Devi is with Shri Bhulabhai. Rajaji is
with me. I shall show your letter tc him when it comes
back from Shri Bhulabhai

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Ganpur
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X
P. C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI

Bombay,
28th September, 1944.
DEear GANDHLIT,

Your letter of 15th September was acl ledged
in a slip to the Volunteer who brought it. I did not
answer it earlier because I did not want you to give
your mind to anything except your meeting with Jinnah
Saheb. The talks have unfortunately broken down
and I am, therefore, writing a few words.

T am sorry if the warmth of my letter appeared to
you uncalled for. We were very much grieved to read
what you had written and felt what I would call justly
indignant. A Communist is nothing if not brutally
frank. I did not expect you to tell me to appreciate
your frankness; the whole nalion knows it and if we
did not share it T would not have entered into corres-
pondence with you and written to you all that I did
nor made the offers which I did.

‘We are anxiously awsiting the advice that Rajaji,
Bhulabhai and Sarojini Devi give you on the slanders
against our Party. In fairness to us and in the interests
of the counlry you should not let the matter rest but
make up your mind. We have no doubt that your next
letter to me will put the slanderers in their place and
call upon me to make good the promise to write to you
on food, Muslims and international issues.

Our greatest desire is that you may lead the nation
to its destined goal aright, we may have no chance to
differ with you on practical issues. Our own earnest
endeavour always is to earn the unstinted blessings of
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our great people whom we recognise as our real parents.
With respectful greetings,
P. C. JosH1.

X
P, C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI

Bombay,
1st February, 1845.
DEAR GANDHLII,

My last letter to you was dated 28th September,
1944, You had promised in an earlier letler that you
will refer the question of our moral bona fides and your
what I may call the anti-Communist file to your worthy
colleagues. I hope they have reached their conclusions
and reported to you. But I have not heard anything
from you yet.

You perhaps do not know that your name is being
used against us in the recent Congressmen’s Con-
ferences and even otherwise by persons who pretend
to know your mind, etc. I know that most of what
they attribute to you could never have been said by
you. But my own lips are sealed till my correspon-
dence with you is concluded over the questions you
asked me and they were very serious queslions, doubt-
ing our elementary patriolic and moral bona fides. I
hope with the help of your Working Cornmittee col-
leagues, you have reached the conclusion that we are
not unworthy children of our great people.

Great things are happening in the world but our
country is going to pieces. We are anxious to wrile
to you on the big polilical issues but as I wrote to you
before, it will be waste of your time and mine till you
are convinced about our intellectual honesty and moral
integrity.
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I understand from Dr. Mahmud that you think that
you are the aggrieved party. This is exactly the oppo-
site of what we feel. I, of course, meant no offence
but only expressed my indignation at my Party being
slandered and offered to go into the dock straightaway.
T do not know what else I could do. Sjt. Bhulabhai
and Mrs. Naidu had promised to speed up the matter
but I have not heard from them at all. Rajaji told me
that he had alrealy told you all that he had to.

May I request you for an answer as soon as you
can and to get your colleagues speed up their report to
you.

1 could send Mohan to pick up the answer and
answer any further questions he feels himself qualified
to tackle. Iam going to Bengal for three weeks to-day.
Could your answer be ready by the time I am back ?
Mohan will be very busy in my absence and will 8nd
it very difficult to come there in February, unless you
specially want him to; but any date after 7 March
will be best.

With respectful salutations,

Yours sincerely,

P. C. Josm.
XI
MAHATMA GANDHI TO P. C. JOSHL
Sevagram,

5th February, 1945.
BROTHER JOSHI,
Received your letter. Shall I reply in the national
language ?*
T did not write to you because you yourself had

*This Is @ translation of Lhe original lelter, writlen in
Flndl. .
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asked me not to do so. Yes, you are right, complaint was
mine. I wanted to come near you. To clear up that
I asked, I wrote. In that there was no reason for
anger.

I have given everything to Bhulabbai. There was
some difficulty about one thing. Rajaji refused, be-
cause he is considered a partisan. I have already ex-
pressed my view, You must have seen it. I want to
come still nearer to the Communists. But complaints
continue coming to me. I have told everything to
brother Habib. Mohan need not come. But if he
wants, he can come.

Yours,
M. K. Ganom.
X
P. C. JOSHI TO MAHATMA GANDHI
Bombay,
Ist May, 1945,

DEAR GANDHIJI,

It is nearly three months sh'ce we last exchanged
letters and eleven months since we began our corres-
pondence. As you must know, a number of untrue
statements concerning our correspondence have ap-
peared in newspapers hostile to my party. I have not
answered these as we were still exchanging letters,
but I am naturally enxious that we should come to
some uderstanding as soon as possible.

I would therefore like to send Mohan to discuss
this matter with you. He would be able to come to
Mshabaleshwar to see you on the afterncon of either
Thursday Mey 10 or Thursday May 17, whichever date
is more convenient for you. Could you please let me
know through the bearer which date would suit you
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best and the time you would like him to come to your
residence ?

‘With respectful greelings,

P. C. Josnn.
xXnor
MAHATMA GANDHI TO P. C. JOSHI
Mahabaleshwar,
3rd May, 1045,

Dear Joshr,

I have your kind note.

You need not await the finale of our correspond-
ence for answering untrue reports that may appear
in the papers. That, however, apart Mohan may come
on the 24th inst. if Thursday is only day he can spare.
I am taking medical treatment at least 1ill 10th and on
17th I have a meeting which may last 3 days.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Ganonr.

xIv
MAHATMA GANDHI'S REPLY

In answer to a request from Mohan Kumara-
mangalam on behalf of P. C. Joshi for permission
to print the correspondence that hed passed bet-
ween Maehatmaji and P. C. Joshi, and also request-
ing Mahatmaji to hasten the decision of Sjt. Bhu-
labhei Desei on the questions given to him,
Mahatmaeji replied :

I was glad to meet you any time and so I said ‘yes’
to Joshi. But these two questions could have been
answered in two lines. My correspondence with Joshi
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wag, never confidential. In any event it can be pub-
lished at once. I think I said as much in one of my
letters. I can't hasten Bhulabhai. I have sent him the
papers I could. He could give his opinion any day he
chose. My fear is that it won’t be an award. It would
be the opinion of a distinguished lawyer on the papers
in my possession. But my own opinion is not formed.
1 want to pass no hasty judgment. Many honest Con-
gressmen come to me or write to me from the various
provinces that C: ists have no principles save of
keeping their party alive and beating their opponents
with any stick that came to their hands. 1 am not
going to base my opinion on this evidence either. I
dare not condemn you, Batliwala, Joshi or Habib of
Lucknow. He was with me for over a month [ think.
He came for his father.* I like him very much. On
the whole I agree with Rajaji that you should refuse
to put yourself in the dock. I do not want to pass
judgment against a political party. I tell friends to be
guided by their own knowledge and not by my judg-
ment which may be erring for want of complete
evidence.”
Mehabaleshwar,
24th May, 1845.

S
*Dr, Mehmud, former member of the Working Commlttee
of the Congress.
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APPENDICES
1

SOLVE NATIONAL CRISIS THROUGH NATIONAL UNITY |
(From “People’s War,” Vol. 1., No. 12)

Resolution of the Central Committee of the Com~
munist Party of India, passed at its meeting, Septem-
ber 20th, 1942.

Tn the following we reprint the full lext of the main polilical
resolution passed by the Plenum of the Central Committee (C. C.)
of the Communist Party, which was in continuous session during
the last two weeks,

It was the lirst open session of the highest organ of the Party
after its legalisation in August last. It was attended by thiny
Communist leaders from all over Indis, which included, apart
from the members of the Central Commiltee, epecially invited pro-
vincial leaders

The message of greelings lo the jailed comrades adopted
by the scssion makes special mention of prominent leaders and
C. C. members who still conlinue to be incarcerated. They are
Comrades R. D. Bharadwej, S. A. Dange, Soli Batliwala and
S. V. Ghate. The Session sent a message of greeling lo Comrade
Ajoy Kumar Ghosh, prominent member of the Polit-Bureau who
was unable 1o all the session due to illnese.

The main political report on the resolution wae made by
Comrade G. Adhikari which was followed by a co-report by Com-
rade P. C. Joshi. In this moment of the gravest national crisis and
peril, the resolution ae well as the report struck the confident
and courageous nole that it is also the hour of greatesi oppor-
tunity for the patriots and the people of our country.

It condemns imperialist repression against the Congress end
the people. It points out thet a1 a time when the imperialist
bureaveracy i» riding roughshod over the people, it s really
isolated Irom all sections of the people and is tottering.

It sharply brings out the fact that the socalled struggle for
jreedom unleashes the forces of disruption and anarchy which
strengthene the bureaucracy end opens the gates to the fascist
invader.

It eces in the growing forces of national unity the power{ul
weapon with which the patriots and the people can amash the
game of the bureaucracy and win National Government to organise
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total national resistance to Fascist aggressors and achieve freedom.

Iie ringing call is for :

A political explanatory campaign to turn palriots away [rom
the suicidal path of eabotage and 1o isolate and expose the Fifth
Columnists, to stop national disruption.

—A countrywide campaign jor National Unily, lor the release
of national leaders, for forcing the hands of Lhe bureaucracy, for
National Government.

—A campaign among the Hindu end Muslim masses for
Congress-League unity, the key to national unity and national
salvation.

Imperialist Repression

1. This Plenary Meeting of the Central Committec of the
Communist Party of India, condemns unequivocally the military
and police rule of blood and terror let loose by the imperialist
Lureaucracy against the people, following the arrest of the national
Jeaders on the 9th August, 1942. The main responsibility for
plunging the country into a grave end perilous crisis, which not
only undermines the cause of the defence and freedom of India,
but also that of the freedom-loving peoples of the United Nations,
must be fastened on the shoulders of the British Government. The
nationsl leadership had declared their readiness o undertake the
Iull responsibility for uniting and organising the people for Lhe
armed delcnce ol the country, in alliance with the United Nations
and thus to take their full share in the war of world freedom
againsl [ascist aggression, prnvxded that Indien independence
was. d and a set up, enjoying the
confidence of the people and supported by the major political
parties. But the British Governmemt instead of pursuing the
policy of winning the friendship and elliance of the Indian people,
have persiatently refused 1o part with power. Taking advantage
of our national disunity, of the [rustration and desperation of our
national leadership, they have launched a war against the people.
and are provoking a country-wide conflict which is being fully
ulilised by Filth Columnists and Jap agents. Mr. Churchill epeak-
ing as the head of the British Government, has threatened to con-
tinue this diehard imperialist policy to ils logical conclusion.

A Fifth-Column Incendiary Policy

2. The policy of the British Government ia an incendiary
and fifth-column policy. It prepares for the Indian people the
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ghasdy [ate of Burma and Malaya. It stabs the cause of the
British and American peoples, of the Soviet and Chinese peoples,
in the back. The Communist Party warns the British Govern-
ment that if it persists in this policy, if it persists in its atempt
o crush the Congress, it will only succeed in creating a common
disaster for the British and the Indian peoples. The only way
ont of this perilous situation which grows more critical every day,
is to stop this offensive of repression against the people and the
Congress, to release Mahsima Gandhi and the Congress leaders,
to lift the ban on the Congress and to open negoliations with the
Copgress and the other political parties especially the Mualim
League, for the establishment of a Provisional National Gavern-
ment, lully empowered and determined to unite and mobilise the
peopls for the defence and freedom of the counlry in close alli-
.ance with the United Nations. The Communist Party of Indis,
which is pledged to forge national unily 1o solve this national
crisis, appeals to the workers and the progressive peoples of
Britain and America to bring pressure upon the British Govern:
ment to concede these just national demands of the Indian people
and thus clear the path of our common victory in this war of
liberation.
‘Campaign of Sabotage and Anarchy

3. The arrest of Congress leaders and the regime of repres-

sion which the mad bureaucracy is inlensifying cvery day has
forth a country-wide upsurge of people’s indignation and

.mass conflict. Bands of honest but blind patriots are sceking lo
lead this mass upsurge by organising it as a Congress struggle
for freedom of the country. The technique of the struggle is,
in the main, to organise sabotage of communicalions (cutting tele-
grepb wires and removing rails, etc.), to stop production, and to
paralyse the apparatus ol administration by all means. They
.hope by these methods to bring about the fall of the Government
and the transfer of power to the people. What they are achiev-
ing, however, is enaclly the opposite. By giving this pernicious
direction to the anger of the people, they are only ergabising the
destraction of the nalional defence and economy of our own coun-
try and are giving free scope Lo the forces of anarchy. This state of
-things suits the Fifth Column elements and Fascist agents the
mast, who are nll:mplmg 1o seize the leadership of the movement
and o planfully re-inforce the efloris at destroying the defensive
capacities of the nation. Secondly, as the movement spreads,
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there is dislocation it national ecomemy and growing anarchy.
This hits the people and helps the would be aggressor. It disunites
the people more and more and thereby strengthens the hands-ol
\he bureaucracy. Thirdly, the indiscriminate and merciless e
pression by the police and military, firing. lathi<harges, whip-
ping and colleclive fines, further aggravates the situation. As
a resull of this, a section ol the people is angered and is driven
to more med acts of sabotage, while the bulk of the people begin
to feel demoralised and helpless. They give way to a mood of
despair and jon, which mourishes pro-Jap i

and saps the will of the people to resist aggression.

Thus beiween the desperate activities of the blind patriots
which are being taken advantage of more and more by the fifth
columniste, on the one hard, Bnd the mad repression ol the bureau-
crata on the other, the defensive capacities of the nation as wel
as people’s morale, strength and unily are being undermined,
making the country ripe to fall under the axe of the fascists.

Where It Leads

4. How did this situation arise ? It arose because the ne-
Lional leadership instead of going all-out to upite the people to
rouse them 1o do everything which strengthens the country’s de-
fences against the lascist aggressors and lorging mass sanclions
lot securing National Government for national defence, chose the
opportunist path of inactivity, of non-embarrassing non-co-opera-
tion with defence measures, hoping thereby to win the national
demanid as gift Irom imperiglism. The Communist Party had
warned against tlhis policy, which amounted to leaving the ini-
tialive and the fate of the nation entirely i the hands of jm-
perialism. This only sirengthened the obstinate atlitude of the
bureaucracy lo deny power to Indian people and led to the
growing moods of ion ai featism among the national:
masses. Instead of drawing [rom this the requisite lessons about
the nrgency of unity, the national Jeadership took one more step
in the direction of its own opportunist policy. It advanced from
nou-co-nperation and neutralily to 8 plan of active opposition
Yo measures of national defence in the mame of lannching 8
struggle for the national demand.

The path along which the present national upsurge is directed
ia one of national suicide, not of national ealvation and freedom.
It destroys the nation’s indispensable defences inevitably leading
1o conditions of civil commotion and disorder, anarchy, and even

the
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Joot end arson. It makes the national muvement the prey of
bureaucratic provocation in the name of struggle. Finally, It
creates a mass basis for Fifth Column activity in the name ‘of
patriotism. It is & path, in hori, which strikes at the very root
of that people’s mnity which alone can be the means of securing
National G and ensuring 1 national defence.
Thus the policy of the national leaders instead of leading the
people unitedly 1o compel the bureaucracy lo concede National
Government as an instrument of national delence and [reedom,
has lelt it free to hit at the people. It is leading the nation to @
state of moral and political disruptlon and paralysis which far
from helping the people to get their [reedom -can only clear the
path of the invader. Snuch is the dissstrous culminallon of poli-
cies of not relying upon the etrengih of the people, ie., on
national upity, and leaving the initintive in the hands of the
imperialist bureaucracy.

Favourable Faciors

5. The situation can yet be retrieved. The Imperialls
bureaucracy stands isolated and weakened ms never before. The
more it beals and represses the people, the more it earns the
hatred and disgust of all sections of the nation. It has failed
miserably in il efforts 10 build an anti-Congress {ront. Its poli-
tical, economic and military policies are utterly bankrupt and it
is quite incapable of uniting, leading and saving the nation in the
crisis, created by the menace ol invasion.

Secondly. a mighty potential basis for building national unity
is there already.  This broad unily. however. is by ne means fully
behind the present struggle launched by the Congress, on the
other hand, sections oppose it. But it can' be mobilised fully
behind the main demands of the Congress which are national
demands, viz, recognise India’s independence, negotiate for an all-
round settlement, set up a National Provisional Government for
mobilising the people for a people’s defence against the aggres-
eors in alliance with the Uniled Nations. Such a national unity,
broadest ever achieved, is within reach and if actually realised,
will a1 once foil the game of the imperialist bureaucracy and
bring it 10 its knees.

Thirdly, the demand of Irecdom and National Government
for India js gathering ever-growing support dmong the working.
masses and the peoples of Greal Britain and America. The grow-
ing strength of the anti-[ascist national front in the countries ol
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the United Nations, Jed by their Communist Partics and backed
by the power and prestige of the Soviet Union, will stand behind
onr united strength to defend the country in alliance with them
and make our national demand irresistible. Such are the favous-
able factors snd euch is the potenlial opportanity present in the
perilous sitaation itself.
Unity—The Way Out

6. The Communisi Party declarea that the way out ol the
national crisis does not lie either in the direction of continuing
the present brutal repression to crush the Congress as the impe-
rialista, the loyalists, and the Royists suggest, nor in the direction
of intensifying the offenaive against the apparatus ol national
defence and production as the Forward Blocists, Congresa Social-
ists and many Congressmen propose. The path of the crazy im-
perialists and that of the blind patriots together would lead to
the same result, namely to disruption and anarchy, to national
frastration and desperation, which will eerve only the interests
of the [ascist invaders and of no one else. The only way out io
the path which the proletarist and its vanguard—the Communist
Party—is putling belore the people, the path of achieving the
broadest possible national unity, based on Congress-League Unity.

The slogan of national unity is not 8 mere formula, or jusL
a phrase to be flung in the face of those who advocate the path
of so-called struggle. It is a revolutionary policy of rallying the
broadest possible sections of the people for the defence of their
common interests and the achievement of their most pressing
demands. In the present world situntion. it is the most potent
and powerful and the only weapon which the people of India
have 1o forge and wicld in order to wrest power from the hands
of the British jmperialists, and 1o succensfully defend the counkry
ageinst [oreign ion. Militarily, politically and icall
the rule of the British imperialists is at present weaker than ever
before. It is fast disintegrating under the hammerblows of the
growing anti-fascist unity of the peoples of the United Nationa
Tis last and only weapon of withholding power Ifrom the people
now is 10 keep them divided. The disunity of the Indian people
is the main basis of ils remaining strength in Indis and which
it utilises to drive a wedge between Tndia and the peoples of the
United Natione. That is why complete national upity in the
present circumstances must generate such a force before which
the bareaucratic opposilion must collapee. This is the decisive
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eignificance of national umity, of Congress-League Unity, to-day !
It is going to be the final blow thet must compel India’s present
masters to sue for terms to the Indian people. Congress-League
unity is not going to bring about a “change of heart” in Mr.
Churchill and Mr. Amery. 1L i going to transform the relative
strength of the Britisk imperialists and the Indian people. It is
going to be the irresistible eanction of Lhe Indian people behind
their demand for a Nationel Government.

The Main Task—Unity Campaign

7. The central 1asks to which the Party must address itself
to-day are three-fold :

(a) Organise a countrywide campaign for national unity ;

(b) Carry on persistent political explanation among work-

ers, Kisans, student militants and Congressmen, how the
present struggle leads to destruclion and snarchy and
is suicidal ;

(c) Continuous and widespread agitalion among Hindu and

Muskim masses for Congress-League Unity.

The main slogans of the unily campaign are : Release Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the National leaders, etop repression, check
destruction, sabolage and anarchy, lift the ban on the Congress,
negotiate for an all-round settlement, set up a provisional National
Government for India'a defence. The campaign may vary in form
and in slogans from place to place, regard being paid to the vary-
ing development of Lhe political situation. The aim should be to
meke the campaign as lmud 88 possible and eflective. It may
begin as a ign for on & jolnt manifesto framed
90 28 to secure the broadest local support. It may develop tkrough
a series of discussions and private meetings. It should further
develop as a campaign for restoring peace and civil liberties, and

lmi in the ion of an all ies’ defence i
for pressing for the withdrawal of wllecuve fines, for tackling
the problem of food eapply and profiteering and for strengthening
the morale of the population for resisting the fascist aggreasors.
Congress-League Unity

The slogans for Congress-League unity campaign should be :

(a) Congress-League agreement to et up a Provisional

National Government for the successful defence of the
country and freedom ;
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{b) The positions already taken by the Congress as well as
by the Muslim League on the question of the right-of
Muslims in certain areas to ecll-determination, can with
a given goodwill o both sides, afford a basia for settle-
ment here end now.

Ob the basis of these two slogans, \he campaign for umity
mast be run among the Muslim as well as Hindu masses. To
the Hindu masses we must explain that what is just in the
Pakistan demand. namely, the right of eeparation, must be con-
ceded. It will give us unily now and lead to freedom. Tt will
give us grealer unily tomorrow and serve as a solid foundation
for the freedom thus achieved. Similarly, we must get the Con-
greas-minded people to recognise the urgency of the Congress
conceding the right of sell-determination of the Muslim pation-
alities and thus hasten the achievement of Congress-League nity.
To the Muslim masses, we must show that Muslim independence
can only come by joining with the Hindus and the Congress
for joint action. Hence they must get the League leadership
to move for Congress-League unity.

Tasks Among the Working Class

It is above all the srength and unity of the working clags
movement which must be the indispensable and Srm basis for
achieving' the unity of the enlire people, for the solution of the
nations] crisis and the winning of National Government. There-
fore, our first and [oremost task must be to re-cetablish frmly
the leadership of the Unions end the Party in the industrisl
centres and stamp out the efforts of provocaleurs and of mis-
guided patriols lo drag the working class into the suicidal cam-
paign of sabotage and anarchy. For this :

(a) We must conduct a political explanatory campaign
among workers, through aLreet-corner and hasti (chawl)
meetings as well as through public meetings.

(b) Establish vigilance commitiess of militants in bastis
(chawls) and mills to counteract panic-mongering, check
rowdyism and the activities of irresponsible proveca-
teurs intent on aabotage or eloppage of preduction

{c) We must concentralp more onergy and atlention on
Union work end pay meticulous attention to the day-to-
day and outstanding grievances such as dearness allow-
ances, bonus, victimisation, elc. Ubite the workers to
win these demands, fully utilising the existing legel
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| . machinery. Do not leave provocateurs and political
’ adventurers 1o take the initiative and thus bring about
. dislocation of industry through this end.

(d) We must make the working class conscious of the lead-
ing role it has to play in restoring and maintaining peace,
in developing the drive for national uaily, for winning
the national demand and thus leading the people as a
whole.

Tasks Among the Kisans

Among the Kisans, in the rural areas, we must conduct a
eharp palitical campaign against the saboteurs and promoters
of agarchy and should seek 1o build unity to restore peace and
to win back civil liberties, In villages and rural areas, where
collective fines have heen imposed, we must strive to develop all-
parties’ unily committees lo restore and maintain peace and carry
on an agitation for the withdrawal or remission of the collective®
fines.  Our slogans in the rursl areag should be unity for restor-
ing peace, unity for release of leaders, the winning of national de-
mands and the saving of the nation ; unity for solving food short-
age and price problems and problems relating 10 accumulated
arrears of rent and debi.  We must concentrate more encrgy and
attention on the day-lo-day work of the Kisan Sabhag.

Among the Students

The first task is to carry on a political explanatory campaign
amopg the militants whe are being gripped by the mass frenzy
for desiruction, sabotage and anarchy. We must explain to them
that lo pursue the policy of permanent srikes, to 80 in for des-
truction and anerchy is not Lo play their part in the freedom move-
ment It only gives the bureaucracy the chance to drive them
out of calleges, to disrupt institution life and to smash the siudent
movement. This results in honest student patriots being driven
into the hands of Fifth Columnisis to be utilised as tools for
undermining the natien’s morale and dejences, Our main slogan
for the student movement s : “ Maintain the unity of the student
movement, revive instilution life, build unity movement for the
national demands.”

Conclusion

The Commillee recognises that the entire Party Memberghip
and its lower units have already been working on the basis of
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the line of work and agitation laid down in thia resolution and
have alrcady won some significant euccesses. But the national
crisis is by no means over and dificult turns are yet ahead. The
Central Committee, therefore, calls upon every member and onis
2o spare no effort and sacrifice in order to Julfl the tasks set forsh
in this resolution.
19th September, 1942.
CeNTRAL HEADQUARTERS,
Tue Communst Party oF Inow,
190B, Kaerwaot Ma Roap,
Bombay 4

o

mmmm....mammorcmn
TO END THE NATIONAL CRISIS

(From “People’s War”, Vol. 1, No. 39)

Resolution of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of India, passed at its meeting, February
15, 1843.

A situation of the utmost gravity faces our people to-day.
The reckless act of the bureaucracy on August 9, drove the vast
masses of our patriote away from the path of National Defence. The
ireacherous Filth Column eought shelier in the hosom of patriot-
ism. The conflict between the Government and Lhe people aggra-
watad every problem in the land. Economic dislocation and
criais despened into & crisis of the bareat necessaries of life of
the people, of food itsell.

Starvation and famine face the nation st a time when the
ruthless Jap invader is at our doors.

Now Or Never !

No longer could the nation’s leaders behind prison bars
continue to be helpleas witneases to this disaster. Gandhiji's fast
ia a desperate call to the entire nation to wake up belore it fs
too Iate and unite 1o eave iteelf from utter extinction.

The same hands that locked the jail gates on tho mation’s
Jeaders on August 9, refuse to unlock them now. The life of the
nation's foremost leader is in peril His call for eottlement, the
only way out, is epurned.



The crisis is deepened a hundredfold.

It is “Now or Never” [or our entire nation. We cithar get
Gandhiji out and eolve the crisis ; or we eik in it deeper atlll
irrevocably, and helplessly get carried on by it krom the arms
of one enalaver into those of another.

Whether we can get Gandhiji out or not today—on this de-
pends whether our entire nalion passes from crisis to salvalion
or to death.

A Rebuff 10 Slanders

Gandhiji’s statements have swept away every obstacle, every
prejudice, that atands in the way of our great Ppalriolic parties
wuniting among themselves and with the peoples of the United
Nations.

He hes answered back all the slanders hurled against oar
national by the b and has reaffirmed the
staunch anti-Fascist etand of the Congress. He has categorically
disowned sabotage and anarchy on bellf of the Congress. He
liae revealed that the Congress was on the eve of new negolia-
tions wilh the League prior to August 9; he has indicled the
Viceroy for blocking Rajaji's efforts lo interview him after his
talks with Jinnah.

He has opened the door wide for seltlement with the League,
for united negotiations with the Governmeni.

Viceroy's Challenge

The Viceroy's No™ 1o Gandhiji shows the length to which
wooden-headed reaction can go. They don't want settlement with
the Indian people ; they want our downright surrender.

Every patriolic parly, every patriot should wake up and see
where 1this policy leads our nation. The Vieeroy’s “No™ 1o
Gandhiji is not a mere privale quarrcl between the Congress and
the Government. It is an ultimatum delivered 10 cvery patriotic
party, to our entire nation—either aurrender or nothing.

Accentaalion of the misguided siruggle against the means of
our National Defence ; new lease of life to 1he Fifth Column just
al 8 time when its whole political basis has been knocked off
clean by Gandhiji's etatements: deepening of the food crisis into
Tamine and food riots—ihis is what awaits our nation if the
Viceroy's “No " is allowed 10 stand.

Indie's gates would be left wide open and the Jap invaders
could walk in any tirae it suited them.
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Bureaucracy On Last Legs

The glorious traditions of cur patriotic national parties, the
sound patriotic instincts of our great people, cannot look om in
passivity and silence before this shameful prospect.  Out of this.
very prospect itsell, oul of the present dic-hard stand of the
Viceroy has opened out the biggest opportunity for our nation.

Never before has the reactionary Durcaucracy isolated itselt
g0 completely from every section of Indian public’ opinion, from
every section of internalional public opinion. All 1be slanders
of Amery and Co. against the Indian people, fabricated Lo isolate
(hem from their international allics, are being blown up. AN
the barriers of misunderstanding and prejudice between the Con-
gress and the League are being removed.

The for the i diate and 1 release
of Gandhiji as the only way of ending the crisis has already
begun to sweep ell over the Jand. Al patriolic organisations and
associalions are coming into it. From the threatened province of
Bengal has come the most inepiring example of a uniled lead—
the demand of the Bengal Legislative Assembly lor Gandhiji's
release, a demand supported by all parties including the Muslim
League and the Hindu Mahassbha. The coming Delhi Conler-
ence should rally the biggest mobilisation of united Indien
public opinion.

.

Unite To Stop Sabotage

Al this critical hour in the destiny of our beloved Mother-
land, the Communist Party appeals to every patriotic brother
panty, to every patriotic son and daughter of Indi

All unite and win Gandhiji'e release to end the crisi: In the
pame of Gandhiji, stop sabotage and emach the Fifth Column !

We oppeal to all our brother Congress patriote. From
hind prison bars, Gandhiji has disowned sabotage and anarchy;
he has given the call for unity with the League. In the eacred
name of the Congress, in tbe name of Congress-League unity, stop
sabotage and anarchy, smash the Fifth Column which hae been
running emuck with the Congress banner the last six months.
This is the way you can acl e true soldiers of the Congress, this
is the way you can get the League to join you in winming
Gandhiji’s release.

Call To Leagne Patriots
We appeal to all our brother Leogue patriote.  On your




shoulders rests the biggest responsibility to-day. There are now
few barriers, of prejudice or misunderstanding left belween you
and the Congress. Gandhiji bas disowned the campaign of eabe-
tage and anarchy, he has stretched out on behalfl of the Congress
his hand of friendship towards you through the prison bars.

Nothing but these bars stand between you and your great
brother parly ; between you and National Govergmént which you
so erdently desire and urgenily need; between you and the satis-
faction of your just demand for sell-determination. The Viceroy
hes already said “No” (o thie just demand of yours.

For Self-Determination

The Viceroy demands surrender of the Congress. To tole-
rate this demand is to help the buresucracy to crush the biggest
brother party of yours in the country through which alone you
can realise your fight of sclf-delermination.

To tolerate this is 10 allow the bureaucracy to smash all Parties
after smashing the Congress.

The Viceroy hae tumned down even Gandhiji’'s proposal to
consult the Congress Working Committee members. To ellow
the Viceroy’s policy ta stand, to allow the Congress call to you to
go unheeded, is 1o miss your biggest chance of winning freedom
for the Muslim masses and ealvation for all. In the name of the
Muslim masses of the threatened provinces, in the name of the
traditions and aspirations of your own great orgenisation, throw
in your enlire weight 10 get Gandhiji out

Forward All !

We appeal to the Hindu Mahasabha patriots, to every ome
of our brother patriots throughout the length and breadth of
Indie, to unite with each other.and win Gandhiji’s release and
end the crisis. We specially appeal lo the working class, Kisan
and eludent orgeuisations lo rally behind the campaign’ for
Gandhi release end lo isolate those who try to exploit
Gandhiji’s fast [or creating anarchy. Ope simple step forward
and we force the bureaucracy to bend and eave our eptire nation
from untold dissster. To fail to 1ake Lhix simple step means
death end destruction for al

All together demand Gand] relense !

Forward lo Nalional Unity 10 win National Government for
National Delence and Freedom !
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ALL TOGETHER....AGAINST JAP AGGRESSION,
FOR FOOD AND FREEDOM

May Day Call (1944) of the Communist Party of India.

Qur Destiny In Our Hands
On this May Day, under the banner of Indian patriotism.
we appeal 10 all our fellow-patriots and Lheir great
organisations for

Unqualified resistance to Jap invaders.

United relief for Bengal.

United struggle in all onr towns and villages against the .

hoarders and for people’s food.

ANl together for food for our people end freedom of our

country !

A United India under its own National Government is destined

to play together with China the same liberationist role in
Asia as played by the Red Army in Europe.

Our Destiny and more is in our keeping.

On this May Day, the Communist Party warmly greets all
fellow-fighters for [rcedom and appeals to their orgenisations Ior
a common patriotic policy to save the country in this grave hour
of national peril.

For two long years the threat of Fascist aggression bung
over our heads. For the lasl iwo months it has become a grim
realily.

TFoiled in China, pressed back from the Pacific, the Japanese
invading lorces have crossed onr borders. Decisive battles are
being fought, and the fate of North Asssm and East Bengal hangs
in the balance. Will the invaders be hurled back to the Chind-
win_or will they march forward to Dimapur and Silchar ?

The Allied armies enjoy allround superiority. But which
country has ever been successiully defended against the Fascist
aggressora through military might alone ?

The greatest weakness of the situalion js that the British
rulers aiill think in terms of military defence alone.

W eakness of the Home Front |

Tojo's slrength comes from the weakness of the British posi-
tion in India under which the Tndian people Jeel helpless. He
hopes to exploit not only the helplessness but also the hunger of
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onr people. Siaty million Bengalees right behind Lhe Lront lines
are in the grip of epidemics like Malaria, Cholera and Small-pox,
the legacy of the Jast famine, and lace a situalion drilting towards
& second famine.

In the rest of the country food prices are higher than our
fathers conld ever imagine and the Government fogd plans are
in the hands of the hoarders.

Manulacturers and merchanta in their profit-hunt are getting
round all control measures and openly engage themselves in act-
vities which ere classed in every other country as industrial
sabolage.

The Government multiplies the economic chacs by initiating
inflation, on the one hand, and introducing confiscatory measures,
in the name of deflation on the other.

The front has been pierced, the people are helpless and the
cconomic rear is on the verge of collapse.

Rouse the People Against the daps

The people have to be roused not 1o bend the knee to the
aggressor but the foremost patriotic leaders of the country are
behind the bars.

Bose is coming with the Jap Army and the only eflective
anewer to him can be that Nehru stands behind the Allied armies.

In every town and village hoarding and profiteering have 10
be smashed and food won for the people, but the grealest and
broadest organisation of the people, the National Congress, standa
banned.

No situation could be worse than this for the Indian people
snd better for the Jap invadem.

We share the vighteous indignation of out fellow-patriols
against the h d policy of the i

We, however, realise that if Indian patriots only curse the
bureaucracy and themselves play no positive role they will be
guilty of doing nothing.

The Japs can exploit a break-through only il we kesp quiet,
the hoarders can produce famine conditions only if we sit silent.
To drift is not to put our patriolism into practice when our
people need it most, but il is to yield to [rusiration when we can
least afford 10 do so.
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Al Aid to Assam.

We welcome the ringing call of the Congress leaders of
Assam. It is in the best traditions of our national movement
They have pledged themselves lo fight panic and rouse the apirit
of resigtance among their own people. They have appealed 1o
us for eoliddily, We must nol fail them.

The attack on Assam is the first thrust against our common
motherland; solidarity with the people of Assam is our first Lrater-
nal duty. )

On this May Day we appeal to our lellow patriots to join
hands for a ywid ion of our i-Japi
hatred end solidarity with our brothers in Assam.

Help Bengal All the More

From disease-ridden, famished and famine-threalened Dengal
comes, like a ery of anguish, the call for more money, medicines
and men, through no less & persdn than Dr. B. C. Roy, eminent
physician and Congress leader. All Lhe patriotic organisations
have uniled themselves inside the Dengal Medical Reliel Co-ordi-
nation Committee under his leadersrip.

On this May Day we appeal to our lellow patriots for another
round of the country-wide *“help Bengal” campaign.

All that we can do Ior our brothers and sisters in Bengal will
yet be 100 little, but the knowledge that the country js behind
them will give them strength and inspire them to struggle harder
againat their own hoarders.

The cause of Bengal is above all differences. All that we do
to unile behind Bengal will be added inspiration to Bengal's
patriols 10 get 8till closer together among themselves, establish a
United Ministry and raise such a poweriul united people’s move-
ment that it will pull down the architects of famine, the hoarders,
and embody anew the best tradition of Bengal's patriotism. In the
spirit of Tagore’s letters to Noguchi it will denounce Bose as a
traitor, its confident challenge to Tojo’s mercemaries will be:

“ No part of Bengal, the homeland of most of India’s martyrs,
;n"lldbecnme your [oothold but it ia there only to be your grave.

Amery has once again repealed his charge against the Con-
gress leaders. The bureaucracy is behaving as if the eituation
at the Iront was normal and nothing was wrong inside the country.
This unbearable attitude either provokes or demeralises moet ef
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the patriots. They are led 1o argue : “Our aclions can make no
difference, the British Government is not prepared to listen and
the bureaucracy does not let us do anything.” Nothing could be
(urther from reality.

US.S.R. Turns the Scale

Our taking up an unqualified anti-Jap stand, our rendering all
nossible assistance to Bengal may look matters of symbolic ar
small consequence in themselves. But they acquire a decisive
and historic importance when we realise that this is the Jeast
we can and must do to rouse the spiril of our people, o raise the
banner of Indian patriotism alongside the freedom-loving nations
ol the world and 10 get their support for our cause and against
the selfish policy of the Brilish Imperialists.

The mighly victories of the Red Army are making history
unot only for the Soviet people but for cvery people. At Stalin-
grad the Red Army stopped Ilitler’s hordes from coming to India.
Through its present counter-oficnsive it is inflicling crippling
blows at the Hitlerite would-be conquerars of the world. The
moment the Allies open the Sceond Fronl the mortal blow will
be struck and therefore the entire mililary, naval and air sirength
of Britan and America will be ovailable for war in Asia, against
1litler’s double, Tejo.

Soviet victories are nol merc military viclories that will re-
lease Ior us unjimiled military aid, they have inepired the growth
ol a new peoples mmemam in Nazi- occuplcd Eumpe The Soviet

and i lorces
and i -chvely helping all Enmpenn onllnlnes to win ubited
national governments which together with the U.S.SR. will build
a new peaceful people’s Europe.

Old Europe was the Lraditional base of World Imperialism.
Europe is now passing out of the hands of fascist imperialists into
those of its own peoples, A people’s Europe will be the moral
and political ally of the Indian people And not of the British im-
perislists, whose pre-war (1917-1939) efforts to use it as a pawn
in their own game-of power-polilics ended in yielding it to Hitler
Fascism.

Unity at Home Means More International Support

When the real counter-offensive in Asia begins sgainst the
Japs, the British and American peoples will themmelves realise
that many more lives of their soldier-sons are being lost simply
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because they do not have the active support of the Indian people,
that most of the goods, arms and ammunition produced by their
own labour is not being put lo the best use because India is run
by foreign bureaucrats and not by ils patrintic leaders. How long
will they stand the unnecessary sacrifice of their own sobs, the
wastage of the goods of their own (ireless labour ? The common
people are the same the world over, Ireedom-loving and peaceful.

The more they see that all India’s patriots and parties are
ranging themselves against the Jap Fascists, the more rapidly they
will see through the slanders of Amery and Co., levelled against
the patriotic leaders of the nation.

All the major British Trade Unions have demanded Congress
Leaders’ release and i of National G Even
Pethick Lawrence, Labour Party spokesman in the House of Com-
mobs has 10 echo the demand, raised a year back by the British
Communists, that Amery must go.

The more the people of Britain and America see us fighting
on the food front, the more easily they will trust us. What to
us is the problem of feeding our own people is to them the pro-
blem of holding the rear behind the front manned by their soldier-
sons. The last Bengal famine was an indelible scar on the face
of the bureaucracy, the second will mean the end of their day it
we can show in practice that we continued to fight the hoarder
while the bureaucrate relied upon them, ie., that we—all India's
patriols—can and will rescue our country out of the chaos to
which the bureaucrals have reduced it.

The more the Indian patriots discharge their own palriotic
duty the sooner the British and American peoples will see thal
with an enslaved India as the base, the war against Fascist Japan
can't be fought and won.

The longer we sit still the more hoarders will play hell with
our people, reproduce Bengal's tragedy all over our land and the
further the Japanese invaders will penetrate.

Wo greet the efforts of Mrs. Naidu, the only member of the
Congress Working Commiltee out of jail, in rousing patriotic
opinion, by repudiating the policy of the Congress Socialists who
had monopolised the name of the Congress, by calling upon all
Congressmen to work for national unity and food for the people.

A real move forward was taken by our major patriotic orga-
nisations, Lhe Congress and the League, when they forged a uniled
front on the foor of the Central Assembly

U.P. Congressmen have gone the farthest in assuring their
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League brothers that the right of seli-determination is implicit
in the Congress position.

We welcome all these moves. We, however, regret that they
are yet halting, each party is wailing for the other to make the
next gesture. The imperative need for coming together is uni-
versally recognised but old suspicions are dying hard. The gravity
of the silu created by the Japanesc attack and the worsening
economic situation is not yet fully recognised as a dire emergency.
That is why there is so much waiting, s0 many eigns of help-
lessness rather than the crusader’s confident spirit of faith in
fellow fighlers, of hope in our own capacity to rouse our 400
million people.

Our vast country is unconquerable il all the patriots rouse
the people against the Japs.

Our ancient nation ehall not go to pieces if all our patriots
unite in the defence of onr motherland and in the service of the

ple.
We shall win a National Government as scon as Congress
and league unite and make a joint determined effort to get the
support of the United Nations.
Againat the peril that faces us this is the only way, for the
@oal we all desire this is the only path.

v
WELCOME
(Editorial from “ People’s War,” Vol. II, No. 46, May 14, 1944).

Gandhiji, the beloved leader of the grealest patriotic
organisalion of aur people, the mighty National Congress, is back
in our midst.

We sharc the nation’s feeling of rellel, an unbearable load
is off our chest. We offer Gandhi ur respeciful greelings.

Like all our countrymen, we arc anxtous ebout hin health,
We have no doubt thal once again his iron will, the best of onr
doctors’ skill and the whole nation's heart-felt desire will Iriumph
over old age and disense. ji will win back normal health
and resume his post at the head of our national forces,

Every son and daughter of India, every patriotic organisation
of onr land, is looking 10 the greatest son of our nation to take it
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out of the bog, in which none. is safe, into which- all are sinking
and from which none can get out on his own.

Gandhiji's first statement will make history not only for our
country, but for frecdom-loving h ity. The i ialist bureau-
crats have gone out of their way lo underline that he has been
sel free only on medical grounds. They obviously want lo carry
on with deadluck. They prevented the free alliance and brotherly
co-operation between India, Britain and the United Nations. They
mean lo stick to Wheir outworn guns that are pointed the wrong
way. Despite them, Gandhiji bas 10 eteer a course through which
our palion may emcrge Iree in a free world

We look lorward to the first pronouncement of Gandhiji that
will authoritatively restate the Congress policy for the day. His
letters lo Linlithgow killed the imperialist slanders against the
Congress. His comrade-in-arms, Sarojini Devi, spoke for him as
only she can, till ehe was gagged. His [aithful lollowers, the
Congress leaders of Assam and U.P., have carried forward his
banner. But Congressmen na a whole are not of one mind. They
are jusiifiably bitter against the Government, hut unfortunately
conlused about what to do. Gandhiji alone can unite and rouse
them to action. We hope Lhat Gandhiji will see Lhat there ia no
time to lose when the Japanese aggressors aided by their puppot
Bose have already marched inside the borders of our Motherland.

The more unqualified and inspiring Gandhiji's call to our
people 1o resist the Fascist aggressors, the more speedily the
peoples of Bri and America will demand that Wavell settle
with him. Ii is becoming apparent to all honest men abroad that
Mountbatten and Stilwell on their own are nol succeeding against
the Japs. Everyone knows that Gandhiji can ensure the whole-
hearted support of India to Allied Arms. The lead that Gandhiji
will give our naiion mow will determine how broad and ewilt

* will be the rally of.democratic forces abroad for immediale setlle-
ment_with India.

Within the country, the second biggest political organisation
—-he League—is as led up with the deadlock as is the Congress.
Fvery Leaguer is looking to Gandhiji, to sec what he does to
accept their right of self-determination and negotiate with their
leader Mr. Jinnah, so thet they too may throw in their full weight
aguinel the burcaucracy and esiablish uniled front for National
GovernmenL But Mr. Jinnahi would not offer his hand of co-
pperation unless he [elt assured thet Gandhiji is prepared Lo
concede seli-d ination to Muslim pationalitics.. Only Gandhiji
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can rise above past prejudices, recognise alter duc discussion, bul
aooner than most. the inherent justice of the League demand, and
promptly forge Lhe irresistible weapon of National Unity on the
basis of self-determinalion for Muslim nationalities and National
Government for the whole country.

Gandhiji made the Congress powerful by making Congress-
en serve the people in times of need. Teday, not in one locality
but all over the country, not one section of the people but all, are
in dire distress because of the rite not only in food prices, but
in all necessaries of life. We look to Gandhiji to denounce hoard-
ing and speculating as a sin against the nation and to Jead Con-
gresamen into food work as the best way to serve the people, and
to tell Congressmen that not to unile wilh all 10 get people their
food is nol patriotism but sectarianism.

Gandhiji made the Congress Lhe biggest common patriolic
organisation that any enslaved nalion has ever been able lo raisc
by focuesing attention on lhat single task hefore the nalion that
was of the utmost importance for the time being and for which
\he people could do something on their own despite the rule of
an alien bureaucracy. Bengal is mot only threatened by the Jap
maraudere, but by a second famine ; millions are dead and lens
of thousands are dying today of disease and hunger. We look
10 Gandhiji to rouse the people outside Bengal to save Bengal,
and themselves to escape the fate of Bengal by looking elter
their own {ood and taking care of the hoarder amongst them.

Our greetings 1o Gandhiji are an ardent appeal to instil his
own boundless patriotic faith followers of the Congress, to
do all he can to unite the Congress and the League, 10 launch the
final pairiotic crusade of our ancient nation for food for enr
people, freedom for our country and for brotherly alliance with
the freedom-loving nations of the world. We 25,000 Indian Com-
munists, pledge to him our wholehearted support.




- THEY MUST MEET AGAIN

By P. C. Joshi Siz Annas.

A fourth edition in pamphlet form of the well-known artlcles
by P. C. Joshi, leader of the Communist Party of India, before
and after the Gandhi-Jinnah meeting which frat appesred in
People’s War, in August and October 1944, under the titles “ They
Must Not F. (in this pamphlet as *Issues Before Gandhi.
Jinnah Meeting ) and * They Must Meet Again.”

These articles stand as a permanent contribution 10 the
solution of the Ilindu-Muslim problem and the struggle of the
Indian people for freedom. Included are salient exiracts from
the correspondence of the 1wo leaders which bring out the main
points in the stand ol the 1wo leaders—also three appendices give
the aim of the Muslim League and imporiant figures of popula-
tion in key areas and a map.

CONGRESS AND COMMUNISTS
By P. C. Joshi Eighs Annas.

the August movement,”

“The Communists betrayed
“They believe in People's W They are co-operating
with the Government ™ is with these and similar etate.
ments that the resolutions to exclude Communists from the
Congress have been passed in many meetings of released
Congressmen.

Did the Communists do all this ? And is the decision to
exclude them correct or will it hurt the Congress, and our
people ?

This pamphlet answers these questions. Here is the
policy of the Communist Parly explained by ita leader. It
anticipated many of the charges levelled by Pandit Nehru in
his Dombay Press Conlerence, the first after his release,
June, 1945,
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PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE,
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