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GREAT LEADER OF THE WORKING PEOPLE 

By Ajoy Ghosh, General Secretary, Communist Party of India 
For a Lasting Peace, For a People’s Democracy, No. 12 (218) March 20, 1953 

 

Comrade Stalin is no more. 

With deep sorrow, ordinary men and women of all lands bow their heads before 
their beloved leader. With great pride, they remember that they had the honour of 
being guided by him. With profound reverence they recollect his colossal 
achievements in the realm of revolutionary ideas and revolutionary deeds. 

 

Comrade Stalin was the builder of the new society which realises the dream of the 
noblest thinkers of all time. Under his leadership there was realised the greatest 
unity of the revolutionary movement of all times – the unity of the international 
Communist movement, the unity of the toiling people of all lands for a common 
goal under a common banner. 

Under his leadership there arose a new world – stretching over vast areas of 
Europe and Asia and with population of over 800 million – a world in which all 
nations live in relations of friendship and co-operation, a world where all peoples 
and all races enjoy equal rights, a world which knows no exploitation of man by 
man. Under his leadership there grew the broadest movement of all times, the 
movement which has drawn its orbit men and women of all countries, of all faiths, 
and of all political beliefs – the movement to rid people of the horrors of war, the 
movement to vindicate the principle of peace between countries and nations. 

Comrade Stalin lived and worked in a turbulent epoch. It was an epoch in which 
the historic battle between labour and capital, between imperialism and the 
oppressed peoples, between exploiters and exploited, had entered into its final and 
decisive phase. It was an epoch which witnessed the menace of fascist barbarism 
on the one hand, the development of proletarian revolutions in the countries of 
imperialism on the other. Comrade Stalin passed away when the common people, 
led by the working class and the Communist Parties, had already triumphed in 
one-third of the world, when capitalism in its dying convulsions had revealed itself 
as the defender of all that is reactionary, when all progressive mankind were rising 
against the policy of the imperialists, and the balance was shifting in favour of the 
people. 
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Comrade Stalin’s leadership was the decisive factor that made possible these epic 
achievements that brought about this decisive shift. 

Colleague and comrade-in-arms of the great Lenin, Stalin together with him 
founded the Bolshevik Party, the model party of the working class, the party that 
showed how the battle for Socialism is waged. Colleague and comrade-in-arms of 
the great Lenin, he together with Lenin founded the Soviet Union, the land of 
victorious Socialism, the citadel of the world revolution. Colleague and comrade-
in-arms of the great Lenin, he developed and tempered the international 
Communist movement which has already liberated vast masses from the shackles 
of capitalist rule. Colleague and comrade-in-arms of the great Lenin, he further 
developed the science of Socialism, the science of revolution, enriching it with new 
thoughts, arming the world’s movement for freedom with new weapons. 

In his last great work, ‘Economic Problems of Socialism in the U.S.S.R.’, and in his 
historic speech at the XIX Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
he charted the path to Communism in the U.S.S.R., and pointed out the tasks 
confronting the working class in all countries in the new era. 

Comrade Stalin taught that the working class can win victories only if it is led by 
its own Party, only if the Party continually strengthens its links with the masses, 
only if the Party preserves its own unity as its most precious asset, if it firmly and 
consistently upholds the principle of internationalism, if the Party constantly 
teaches the masses, learns from the masses and improves its own work through 
criticism and self-criticism. 

A rare combination of profundity of ideas and simplicity of expression, of titanic 
hatred for the oppressors and exploiters and deep love for the oppressed and 
down-trodden, of immense theoretical power and practical leadership of day-to-
day struggles – Comrade Stalin carried out the historic vow made on the occasion 
of the death of Lenin. No threat could cow him, no difficulties could shake his iron 
will, no obstacles could stand in the way of his steadfast and dynamic pursuit of 
the goal he had set before himself. 

Only the people are immortal – taught Comrade Stalin and throughout his life he 
strove to make the common man, the working people, conscious of its role, of its 
power, of its responsibility as the maker of history, the creator of the new world. 
And if the Soviet Union was transformed into the mightiest country in the world, if 
the hordes of Hitler who dreamed of conquering the world were smashed, this, 
above all was due to Stalin’s indomitable leadership, to his profound faith in the 
common man, because of the revolutionary and creative energy of the masses he 
unleashed, because of the heroic stature which the working class attained under 
his leadership. 
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Great was the contribution of Comrade Stalin in every sphere of thought and 
action but with special attention he will be remembered by the peoples of the 
colonial and enslaved countries whose cause he advanced as no man had ever 
done. 

The traitors from the Second International belittled the struggle of the colonial 
people. For them the nations of the East, peoples of Asia and Africa, were ever 
destined to remain hewers and drawers of water. For them civilisation existed only 
for the white peoples, who alone had the right to be free. For them Asia and Africa 
were only sources of raw material, markets, reservoirs of cheap labour to be 
exploited in the interest of the white masters. 

Comrade Stalin taught that no nation can be free if it oppresses others, that the 
proletariat cannot emancipate itself without emancipating and uplifting the 
oppressed nations, without making their cause its own. Under his leadership and 
with the unselfish aid rendered by the Russian people, the oppressed nationalities 
of the tsarist empire who for centuries had remained backward and downtrodden, 
attained not only freedom and equal rights but achieved gigantic progress in 
industry and agriculture, in education and cultural upliftment, in health and well-
being. Under his leadership, relations of a new kind were established between 
nations, relations based on mutual respect, friendly aid and fraternal co-operation. 
Under his leadership, the Soviet state renounced all unequal treaties, championed 
the right to freedom of all peoples and waged a determined battle against all 
forms of national and racial oppression. 

The liberating role of the Soviet Army in relation to the enslaved peoples during 
the anti-fascist war, the magnificent support of the Soviet state which is helping 
the great People’s Republic of China to rebuild its economy, the fraternal help to 
the People’s Democracies, the consistent fight for the cause of peace, a cause 
especially dear to the colonial people who would be the worst sufferers in the 
event of a new world war – such are the concrete manifestations of the Stalin 
foreign policy. 

The Stalin policy and these impressive acts could not but exert a profound 
influence on all colonial and dependent peoples groaning under the iron heel of the 
imperialists, could not but rouse them against their own enslavers and fire them 
with revolutionary fervour. No wonder, therefore, that the era of Stalin has been 
the era of unprecedented development of the national-liberation struggle of the 
colonial and dependent peoples that is shaking imperialism to its very foundations. 
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The contribution of Comrade Stalin to the problems of the colonial peoples, to the 
question of national-colonial revolution, to the question of the united front in 
colonial countries, to the question of proletarian hegemony in the national 
movement, is known to all. He showed the colonial peoples the path to freedom. 
He taught how the fight for national liberation is combined with the fight of the 
working class of the colonial countries, that it is they who must assume the 
leadership of the national revolution, build a broad united front of all progressive 
classes and establish firm unity with the vast masses of the peasantry. He taught 
that national liberation can be attained only through a determined struggle against 
imperialism, against the reactionary bourgeoisie and feudalism and by unleashing 
the agrarian revolution. He taught that this demands the building above all of a 
mass Communist Party faithful to the principles of Marxism-Leninism, rooted in the 
broad masses. 

It is an eloquent tribute to the genius of Comrade Stalin that wherever in colonial 
countries the people, under the leadership of the working class have taken the 
path taken by Stalin, there the reign of imperialism had been uprooted once and 
for all, there complete freedom and democracy have been attained, there the 
people – the working class, peasantry, intelligentsia and national bourgeoisie – are 
building a new life. Wherever on the other hand the national movement has been 
led along the other path, the path of the bourgeoisie, there imperialism still 
dominates the country, there the people remain sunk in poverty and 
backwardness. 

Traversing the path shown by Comrade Stalin and under the leadership of their 
great Communist Party and glorious leader Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the people of 
China have shattered the rule of imperialism in their vast country. They have 
frustrated the plans of the imperialists who strove to enslave the peoples of Asia 
and extend the flames of war. Their victories, becoming ever more consolidated 
with the fraternal aid of the Soviet Union, their historic friendship, cemented in 
blood with the Soviet people, have marked the beginning of a new path for the 
peoples of Asia. The days of impunity for imperialist intervention in the affairs of 
the peoples of Asia, the days of gunboat diplomacy, are over. And all the ravings 
of the Eisenhowers and Dulleses, and of their European satellites, all their 
nefarious plans of making ‘Asians fight Asians’, will not bring these days back. 

Deep and profound was Comrade Stalin’s love for the Indian people, deep and 
sustained was his interest in their movement for national freedom. Fully conscious 
of the treacherous character of the national bourgeois leadership he warned the 
Indian people against its manoeuvres and stressed the importance of a mass 
Communist Party which alone could lead the battle for freedom. His counsel in 
relation to the Indian revolutionary movement will ever be remembered by the 
Indian Communist Party with reverence, with love, with pride. 



5 
 

Guided by the principles of Stalin, inspired by the ideas of Stalin, imbibing the 
teaching of Stalin, the Programme of the Communist Party of India serves today 
as a mighty weapon for uniting the broad masses of the Indian people under the 
leadership of the working class for full freedom and democracy. With the economic 
crisis in India deepening every day, with the plans and projects of the ruling 
classes suffering fiasco and imposing new burdens on the people, with the growing 
radicalisation of the masses of our people, more and more millions will rally in the 
coming period for the realisation of this programme. 

Comrade Stalin is no more. But his achievements live. His cause lives. The 
movement he led lives and grows. The world he led to liberation grows stronger, 
more united, more consolidated. 

His work remains unfinished. We, the Communist Parties that he led, must carry 
forward his banner, must complete his work. Two-thirds of the world has yet to be 
liberated. The plans of the imperialists brandishing the atom bomb, who want to 
plunge humanity into the horrors of another war, who are massacring the peoples 
of Korea, Malaya and Viet Nam, have yet to be finally smashed. 

Our responsibilities have grown immensely. But led by the teaching of Stalin, we 
shall march ahead, preserving and strengthening the unity of our Party, preserving 
and strengthening the great unity of the international working-class movement. 

Great Stalin taught us to uphold national freedom which the bourgeoisie has 
betrayed. He taught us to hold aloft the banner of democratic liberties which the 
bourgeoisie has thrown overboard. He taught us to fight for the great principles of 
friendship between peoples and peace between states. He taught us that by doing 
this alone we shall rally all progressive people under our banner and advance the 
cause of liberation. 

These theses shall be our guide in the battles ahead. 

Victory will be ours for Stalin continues to lead us! 
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