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f Introductory Note
DYFI —Democratic Youth Federation ol India
UF — United Front
RSS —Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangha
SP —-Socialist Party
IP —Janata Party
FRB —_Forward Bloc _;_- This Volqme (Volume No. XIX) covers the perio:tl 1980-81 and
RSP _Revolutic o ‘ncludes important documents which will throw light on several
3 ‘Revo utionary Socialist Party political developments 1n India of far-rcaching consequences.
EMS —E.M.S. Namboodiripad The first document of this Volume is the Election Manifesto of
BTR ——B. T. Ranadive } CP?(M) for 198.0* Lok S:abha electionsiOur Party highlighted .the
PS PI Sund main theme of this election battle as a fight for democracy against
i —- sundarayyd 3 quthoritarian and dictatorial rule. It was stated in the Election
PR —P. Ramamurti -_ Manifesto:
MB -—M. Basavapunnailah i “Once again, the battle is between the forces of
% 5 | .
democracy and forces of dictatorship. The forces of
5 uthoritarian dictatorship represented by Indira Gandhi
4 are again in the field with their Emergency kit.”
gj It was also pointed out in the Election Manitesto:
% “The truncated RSS-Jana Sangha-dominated Janata
4 with its anti-democratic communal and casteist ideology
y .« another reactionary challenge that faces the people.”
We also stated clearly in our Election Manifesto:
“Tt became clear that over the months the Janata Party
got growingly estranged trom the people and relied more
and more on dictatorial and authoritarian measures to
4 bolster itself.”
@ “The instrument torged by the people in the last elections
’; to fight the authoritarian forces collapsed.”

In the midst of this political situation Smt. Indira Gandhi and
her party came back to power through this Lok Sabha election 1n

_:-L‘."_."\_f?_,!:;ilx_,.f__ '
L




(xX)  Documents of The Communist Movement in Indic

1980 and the Janata Party was practically routed. Bul, the Left

political parties, particularly, the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and 1ts allies retained their strength in this election in the

States hike West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura where they were
strong.

The resulls and political implication of the Lok Sabha elections
of 1980 were thoroughly analyscd by the Central Committec of
our Party and thesc were duly published in a number of documents,
now given in this Volume. The victory of Smt. Indira Gandhi in the
Lok Sabha election of 1980 was the initiation to set up again her
dictatorial regime and the Central Committee of ouLf Party
repeatedly warned the people against it and gave a call for the
broadest mass mobilisation against this danger. In the statement
1ssued by the Central Committee of our Party following its meeting

held in New Delhi on March 14-16, 1980, it was categorically
stated: o

“The dissolution of the Assemblies in nine States and
imposition of President’s rule on them are an integral
part of the drive to establish one-party dictatorship not
only at the Centre but in the States as well. It has to be
seen not separately from, but along with, the well-
organised campaign unleashed by the Congress(I) against
the Governments of West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala

and for further centralls&tlon of powers in the Union
Government.”

“The C.C. noted with concern the public pronouncements
and thrcats made by some Union Ministers, as well as
several letters written by Union Ministers, including the
Prime Minister, to the Chief Ministers of States, all of
which show an attitude of discrimination against all
non-Congress(I) Governments. These official
pronouncements of Union Mmisters as well as the
FﬂlT]piligll unleashed by the Congress(I) in the States are
i the opinion of the Central Committee, a demonstration
of the Congress(1)’s intolerance towards all non-
Congress(1) State Governments—the dissolution of the

I
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nine State Assembilies, as also the whole-sale defections
organised in Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Kamataka,
being the first shot fired in this direction.”

The anti-democratic and authoritarian tendency of the old Indira
Gandhi’s regime during National Emergency were seen in full
measure after she was re-installed in power in 1980 and the rigging
of poll in Garhwal Lok Sabha constituency in June 1981 to defeat
Hemabati Nandan Bahuguna clearly confirmed it. Our Party

consistently carried on campaign to mobilise the people against

(his anti-democratic, anti-people authoritarian policies and
measures of Smt. Indira Gandhi’s regime and a number of important
documents including statements and communigues as well as
resolutions of the Polit Bureau and the Central Committee of the
CPI(M) on it are included in this Volume.

Sreemati Indira Gandhi concentrated her attack on the CPI(M)
and had spread various canards against Marxism. Our Party
consistently fought against this campaign.

This Volume also includes documents of our Party on the
situation prevailing at that time in West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura
and the role our Party played to meet the political exigencies. The
General Secretary of our Party in a statement dated October 20,
1981 demanded fresh election in Kerala in order that real
representatives of the people could form the Government In the
State and run it in the interest of the people.

Of the 9 States where Assembly Elections were held Smt. Indira
Gandhi’s Congress faced miserable defeat in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Tripura and these victories substantially strengthened
the move of our Party to build Left and Democratic unity as a
sure basis to fight against authoritarian and dictatorial rule of
Srcemati Indira Gandhu,

During this period we lost one of our outstanding Comrades,
A Balasubramaniam. a member of the Polit Burcau of our
Party.

The sad demise of Com, Soong Ching Ling, one of the Vice-
Presidents of the People’s Repubtic of China took place during
this period. She was the widow of Dr. Sun Yat Sen and a great
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leader of the Chinese people who whole-heartedly worked with
the Communist Party of China since 1949 and consistently
discharged her patriotic duties to the Chinese people.

The failure of the experiment of the Janata Party was a turning
potnt 1n Indan politics and while 1t again gave rise to authoritarian
regime, 1t also revealed the danger posed by old RSS-dominated

Jana Sangha which reappeared as Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)
following collapse of the Janata Government.

We have given 92 political documents in this Volume and we
are certain those who want to make a serious study of the major
political developments of this period, will find the documents
included in this Volume as most useful.

1 Ras

(JYOTI BASU)

May 8§, 1998 Chief Editor

11

Foreword

In the background of the fight against authoritarianism represented
by the Congress, the instrument which was forged by different
political forces, viz., the Janata Party, got a thumping victory in the
1977 elections. The Janata Party government played a positive role
in breaking the authoritarian framework. However, within two and
a half years of its existence the government exhausted further
possibilities of consolidating itself. The different forces that had
come together to form the Janata Party, once again started pulling
in different directions. The issue of dual membership, of both the
Janata Party and the RSS, was a major issue. This 1ssue remained
unresolved with the members of the erstwhile Jan Sangh refusing
to oblige others on this score. At the same time, the followers of
the erstwhile Jan Sangh and the Congress(O) began taking a
rightward posture 1n foreign policy matters and (rying to placate
US imperialism. In the rcalm of economic poelictes, there was no
difference between the carlier policies followed by the Congress
Party and that of the Janata Party. The conflict between the various
combinations representing the Congress(O) and the Jan Sangh, CED
of Jagjivan Ram, and the Lok Dal of Charan Singh finally brought
down the government. The Congress(O) and the Jan Sangh
combination were gradually strengthening their hold over the
government.

We had already taken note of this trend in the 10th Congress at
Jullundur and had started demarcating ourselves with these policies.
Therefore, it was not difficult for our Party to vote against the
covernment. Eventually the Charan Singh Government was sworn
in office with the support of the Congress(l). However, before it
could facc the Lok Sabha, the Congress withdrew support, lcading
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to general elections. In these elections, the CPI(M), some other
Left and democratic parties appealed to the people to support the
formation headed by the Janata(S) and the Congress(S) which was
opposed to the Congress(l) on the one side and the RSS-Jan Sangh-
dominated Janata Party on the other.

Barring West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala, the Congress(I)
achieved decisive victory with two-thirds majority but the other
two bourgeois-landlord combinations were virtually routed as no
viable alternative to the Congress(1) could be presented before the
¢lectorate 1n other States 1n the January 1980 Lok Sabha poll.

On poll verdict and post-election situation the Polit Bureau of
our Party said, “The vote [or the Congress(I) 1s an cxpression of
the people’s protest against the bankrupt policies of the Janata
regime. Our Party was repeatedly warning the Janata Government
that its anti-popular policies were supplying ammunition to the
Congress(l} and offering 1t an opportunity to re-establish itself.
But these warnings went unheeded. The election results show how
the Janata Party and all its constituents have been thoroughly
isolated from the people during the last three years. It is obvious
that in the States also, the Janata leaders were 1gnoring the people
and feathering their own nests. The Congress(l) was the largest
bourgeois-landlord party spread all over India to exploit the
situation and misled the people into believing that 1t was only the
viable force capable of administering the Central Government”.

Our Party warned that “the return to power-of the Congress(I)
with the huge majority is again likely to lead to consequences
harmful for the people’s cause. The overwhelming majority may
bc interpreted as a licence for arbitrary and autocratic rule”.

Outlining the tasks ahead the Party called upon the Left parties
to strengthen their unity and their hold over the people as only the
consistent Left forces, which included CPI after a fong break, in
alliance with other democratic forces, could save the situation. They
must also bend all their efforts (o build the unity of Left and
democratic torces. A broad united {ront in defence of democracy
and people’s livelthood was the prime task of the hour,

Coming immediately in the wake of the sweeping success of the
Congress(I) in the Lok Sabha elections, the victory of the Left and

4
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democratic alliance headed by CPI(M) in Kerala in the Assembly
elections administered a much needed rebufl (o the authortarian
forces which were engaged, by the time, to topple all non-
Congress(I) State Governments and establish onc-party rule in all
the States. The defeat of Congress(I) alliance and spectacular victory
of CPI{M)-led Left and democratic alliance inspired the
disappointed democratic forces to pick up the gauntlet and organise
unified battles against authoritarian forces ruling at the Centre.

Another welcome development, though belated and after causing
immense damage, was the decision of the Janata Party National
[xecutive by a majority vote to bar party miembers from taking
part in the day-to-day work of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.

[t came about at a time when nine non-Congress(l) State
Governments had already been dismisscd and constant threats were
being held out against the remaining three—the CPI(M)-led
covermments in West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura; the drive towards
an authoritarian set~up was all-too-evident. The decision of the .
JTanata National Executive exposed the RSS clements and therr
design which prompted them to launch their own party, the
Bharatiya Janata Party, which was nothing but the camoutlaged
Jan Sangh.

The abscnce of viable alternative made possible the victory
of Congress(I) in the State Assemblies on the basis of very low
polling, Where such an alternative was there, as in Tamil Nadu,
the people voted for the combmation of AIADMK-CPI-CPI(M)
and others which inflicted a crushing defeat on the Congress(l)
and 1ts DMK ally.

The urades against Left Front Ministries had become more
and more strident after the Congress(I) came to power in January
1980 with the Central mintsters engaging themselves in
conspiracies one after another. The Prime Minister also had added
her voice to these tirades which were enough to incite her followers
In West Bengal and Tripura to create law and order problems. The
real reason was that the Left Front Government had been
functioning as the champion of the people throwing its full
weight on the side of the poor and the people in general. All
this were rcbuffed by the people of West Bengal with massive
protest rallies and demonstrations.
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Elsewhere, the swift anti-people measures of the Congress(I)
Government were inviting wide movements. Various Kisan
organisations joining hands to form a Central Kisan Coordmnation
Committee organised a mammoth rally at Boat Club on March 26,
1981 unparalleled in the history of post-independence India and
this was a pointer as well as a warning to the ruling class represented
by Congress(l). Followed were the working class actions
culminating to a one-day all-India strike on January 19, 1982 called
by the National Convention Against Price-Rise and Anti-Labour
policies of the government. The Convention was unique in the sense
that except Congress(I) unions, most of the central trade unions
and national federations joined it.

While united resistance was developing to defeat the efforts of
the ruling classes to throw the burdens of the economic crisis on
the common man, the reactionary divisive, communal and separatist
forces found it easy to exploit the backwad sentiments of the people
to pursuc their game, and all-out actions of various forms had been
sparked off in different parts of the country endangering the unity
and integrity of India sertously.

In the North-Eastern region, utilising the genuine grievances of
the people of Assam and other States of the region, separatist
movements had developed. Tmperialist agengies were active to
atilise some of the Christian missions to pursue their nefarious
game of destabilisation.

1t was of significance that the RSS, Jamait-e-Islami, certain
Christian missions and sections of the Akali leadership opposing
each other diametrically, had started talking on the same wave
length. The old slogan of Hindu nation and Hindu Rashtra, Stkh
nation and Khalistan and Muslim nation had been revived with the
logical destination of separatism. All these divergent forces were
complementing and supplementing each other. These intensified
activities required to be seen in the light of developments in other
developing countries in Asia, where after disrupting Arab unity,
the imperialist forces were trying to instigate religiouns
fundamentalists to create a wedge between the people of various
countries. One can ignore these theorics, slogans and the imperiahist
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machinations thereby only at his own peril. After the split in the
Janata Party, the BJP, the new name for the old Jan Sangh, had
adopted a new pose declaring that it stood for Gandhian Socialism.
Tn fact, under the garb of many utopian and absurd slogans, they
try, on the one hand, to mislcad the pubhic opinion, and to conceal
the fact that RSS is the real base of the BIP, and BJP leaders can
never atford to sever link with 1t.

Imperialist agencies were giving all aid to all this conspiracy of
destabilisation. It was as a part of this game that a dastardly riot
was organised in Tripura in the middle of June 1980. To add fuel
to the fire, the reactionary “Amra Bangalee”, a front organisation
of the notorious Anand Marg, was aggressively campaigning for
Bangalistan, an openly anti-tribal slogan. The agitation in Gujarat,
on the totally unjustifiable demand for scrapping of reservation in
education and in johs for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
had been turned into veritable caste war resulting in a large number
of casualties. It was of even more concern that this anti-reservation
agitation spread to Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra.
Despite formal demals, it was known to all that RSS was active in
Gujarat agitation and in the communal riots, no matter what
crocodilc tears were shed for the weaker sections and Muslims in
their resolutions meant for public consumption. In Bombay, the
chauvinist Shiv Sena went on a rampage attacking and destroying
shops and houses belonging to Malayalees and Kanarese with the
pernicious slogan of “sons of the soil”, nurtured by reactionary
elements including many Congress(l) leaders and Chief Ministers.
Shiv Sena was a vociferous supporter of Emergency and had allied
with the Congress(l) for long. Caste and communal riots were
repeating themselves with the connivance of the political leaders
of the ruling party and the BJP and the top echelons of the
administration. The slogan of Khalistan raised by the Dal-Khalsa,
(ollowed by a series of violent incidents of sabotage and even
hijacking of an Indian Airlines Boeing plane to Pakistan, was all
being patrenised by mmperialist agencics who were using the soil
of Pakistan. The major taction of the Akalis were openly advocating
the slogan of Sikh nationhood, which 1s connected inseparably with
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the slogan of Khalistan. Various religious leaders and fanatics had
been consistently encouraged by the ruling party. In Kashmir,
militant outfits were mushrooming to demand separation. Where
the Left and democratic forces are not strong enough to lead the
masses on correct lines, reactionary elements are able to draw them
into casteist, parochial, communal and other disrupting channels,
and sabotage the struggles that should be fought unitedly agamnst
the anti-people policies of the bourgeois-landlord rulers—an
assertion which is still, after 16-18 years, equally relevant.

Intermational developments of serious concem were taking place
in this period with the US impcrialists pursuing their plans for
global domination using various agencies. Though it had received
a rebuff by the fall of Shah regime in Iran, US imperialism was
lrying to grip the oil region and was making Pakistan its military
base under the excuse of helping Afghan “freedom fighters”.
Defying the demand of the Arab world, of world public opinion
and of all UN resolutions, Israel formally annexed occupied Arab
territory—Golan Heights of Syria, West Bank of Jordan, etc., 1t
was because of support they had been receiving from the US
imperialists. The proclamation ol Arab Gulf as “a zone of US vital
interests”, development of rapid deployment force by Pentagon
for intervention in various parts of Asia, Africa and Latin America
were causing concern among the peace-loving people of the world,
The support of the national liberation movement and the developing
countries by the former Soviet Union was treated by US imperialism
as expansionism allegedly “threatening the vital interests” of USA
and with this spurious plearesorted to expand NATO outside NATO
arcas. The USA has all along been looking upon non-Socialist
countrics as part of its invisible empire and any Leftward shift in
the alignment of forces within the third world countries used to be
regarded as a threat to their security.

The situation in the Socialist Poland was a scrious international
development in this period. The Polish “Solidanity™ trade union
leadership, which was demanding workers’ rights at the initial stage
in early 1980, had slipped into the hands of a confirmed counter-
revolutionary band which was openly acting as a tool of imperialism

Foreword (X1x)

to plunge Poland into a civil war and dismantle socialist regime.
The whole imperialist Press and other powertul mass media ot the
bourgeoisie, big or small, were harnessed to malign Socialist
regimes and the erstwhile Soviet Unton depicting them as enemies
of democracy and workers’ rights and interests. The bourgeois
Press. the world over, had taken recourse to anti-Communist and
anti-Soviet slander-mill to put out the shop-soiled he concertedly
that Communists arc against democracy. The solidarity leaders,
openly aided and abetted by imperialists, particularly the US
imperialists, and the Church were out to bring about the collapse
of Polish society by exploiting the discontent over genuine
erievances. The Government patiently dealt with the situation,
giving many a rclicf, accepting many a demand knowing that there
was genuine cause for discontent and avoided all repression to
restore confidence among the people. All except naive and blind
admit that the subversion was engineered by the imperialists and
their henchmen in Poland exploiting the political-ideological
blunders continuing since long and the consequent cconomic
sctbacks. Polish experience, however, showed that the power and
safety of the Socialist Revolution was compromised by blatant
violations of Leninist norms in the functioning of the Governmeiit
and the proletarian party. The subscquent cvents and setbacks
in USSR and East European countries vindicate this more
clearly. The imperialists took full advantage of it to subvert and
dismantle those societies in collusion with the respective counter-
revolutionaries.

On the contrary, the Socialist Cuba has been fighting heroically
against all the blockades, designs and conspiracies of the US
Imperialism, a shining example of defending Socialist revolution
fiemly overcoming all the inconceivable odds.

It was heartening for all countries that People’s China which
had committed grave mistakes and distortions in the decade-
lnng‘ “Cultural Revolution”, was engaged in the task of restoring
Leninist norms and the Chinese lcadership was embarking
Hpon medernisation maintaining the Socialist base. The CPI(M)
welcomed this development while calling for change in their
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erroneous evaluation of contemporary world and world balance of
forces which caused 1mmense harm to the world revoluticnary
movement. The Central Committee of our Party extending its
greetings in September 1981, emphasised that, “The differences,
disputes and divistons in the world camp of anti-imperialists and
Socialist forces should not be allowed to be exploited by the
imperialists to their advantage, The diabolical war plans of crisis-
ridden imperialism shall not be allowed to fructify under the false
cries of Soviet aggression and expansion”.

Such national and international developments and our stand on
all this are provided in this Volume.

. - .
Hoeledioin R fLtoqed
(Harkishan Singh Surjeet)
Creneral Secretary

May 22, 19938 Communist Purty of India { Marxist)
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Election Manifesto Of CPI(M)
For 1980 Lok Sabha Elections™

The call for parllamentary election comes when our people are
passing through most intense sufferings due to floods and
drought, due to high prices and inflation, unemployment and
foss of jobs.

The CPI(M) expresses its deep sympathy with millions of our
people who are viclims of drought, people who are victims of
floods, all our countrymen who are passing through indescribable
nusery. The CPI(M) promises to do everything to ensure that all
the resources of the administration are used for the relief of our

- suffering brothers and sisters.

The coming clections call on the misery-stricken people to give
a challenging reply to all those who have heaped nothing but
suftering on them through their policies. It calls upon them to
assert their will and to pack off those who broke every plighted
word, who violated their mandate, or who suppressed all their
liberties and democratic rights to help the vested interests.

Democracy Vs Dictatorship

Once again, the battle 1s between the forces of democracy and
torces of dictatorship. The forces of authoritarian dictatorship
represented by Indira Gandhi are again in the field with their
cmergency kit.

The truncated RSS-Jana Sangha-dominated Janata with its anti-
democratic communal and casteist ideology is another reactionary
challenge that faces the people.

—

*Published as a booklet and also published as a supplement 1w "PEOPLE'S
DEMOCRACY ™. '
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The menace of the Congress (1), that repository of dictatorial
ambitions, continues to be the main authoritarian danger and has
to be fought.

The Congress (T) is exploiting the discontent arising out of the
anti-popular policies of the Janata Government and is making a
claim for popular vote, promising stability and fulfilment of
people's demands.

Record Of Indira Regime

But what has been the record of Indira Gandhi during more than
a decade of her regime? Which demands of the people did she
fulfil? What kind of stability did she offer to the people, to the
hutment dwellers, (o the common people? Didn'Cher class policies
bring ruin to the country and allow the rich to grow richer?

The growth rate of food production was 1.85 per cent per
annum in the period 1967-77 which was significantly lower than
in the earlier period.

Overall rate of growth in agricultural output has been only
2.13 per cent in the same decade.

The growth rate in the industrial sector has averaged,only
4.3 per cent per annum in the recent past.

The overall growth rate averaged between 3.8 per cent to
3.5 per cent per annum.

Following the capitalist path, keeping the pre-capitalist land
relations intact, Indira Gandhi tmposed a tortuously slow growth
ratc on the country spreading misery all round.

The 20-Peint Programme Hoax

Indira Gandhi indulges in glib talk about serving the rural
masses. She is intent on resurrecting her 20-point programme,
with its supposed preference for ‘the rural poor to befool the
people. | '

But in the rural areas, under her regime, tn 1971-72, the poorest
ten per cent of the households owned only 0.1 per cent and the
richest ten per cent owned more than half the total rural assets.

She fooled the people by her talk about land distribution. She
justified assault on fundamental rights and declaration of the
Emergency as means to implement her 20-point programme,
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measures for implementing the Directive Principles of the
Constitution.

How much did the peasants gain? In July 1977, i.e., after the
Fmergency regime had its full sway, the (fraudulently) estimated
surplus land area was 5.32 million acres, the area declared surpius
was 4.04 million, the area taken over by the Government
was 2.10 million and the area actually distributed was only
1 29 million acres.

And it is known that a major part of the actually distributed land
was virtually uncultivable.

Did not Indira's Government fraudulently manipulate the figure
of surplus land when sample surveys had estimated 1t at not less
than 40 million acres?

The Congress(l) and Indira Gandhi shed tears over the
miserable lot of the agncultural workers. But did not the Indira
regime worsen their lot instead of improving 1t?

The latest paper of the Planning Commission reveals that the
rcal carnings of an agricultural worker were Rs. 1.43 in 1960-61;
they sank to Rs. 1.27 in 1967-68; after seven years of Indira's
regime in 1974-753, the wage dropped to Rs. 1.17. During the
Emergency it was Rs. 1.5—16 paise less than in 1961-02.

This is the grand march of Garibi Hatao under the Indira
regime.

More Below The Poverty Line

Further exploits of the Garibi Hatao brigade? Already in 1972,
under Indira's regime, the percentage of those living below the
poverty line, i.c., with per capita living expenditure of less than
Rs. 20 in rural areas and less than Rs. 30 in urban arcas was
44.57 per cent in the rural areas and 51.34 per cent in urban areas.
By the end of the Emergency the percentage of those living below
this poverty line is estimated to have risen to 70 per cent.

What part of the 20-point programme has been fulfilled?

~Land distribution turned out to be a cruel joke. The house-site
distribution programme turned out to be another hoax, since the
overwhelming number of distributed sites remained unocecupicd
because they were sites which got flooded during the rains or
Were submerged under tanks. The debt cancellation programme
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and the release of bonded labourers programme shared the same
fate. Tens of thousands of bonded labourers and slaves exist in
India today.

The promise of supplying cheap cloth to the people also ended
up in smoke.

While the number of those below thc poverty line was
increasing the number of those with cnormous wealth increased
under the Indira rule.

Six per cent of landowners owned more than 30 per cent of the
fand in thc rural areas.

The assets of 20 Big Business houses were Rs. 2430 crores in
1969. They rose to Rs. 3059 crores in 1972—an increasc of 25 per
cent. They further rose to Rs. 44635 crores in 1975—a further
increase of 45 per cent.

Two of the 20 Big Business houses control assets of the order of
Rs. 2139.5 crores, i.e., 40 per cent of the total assets of top
business houses,

Between 1972 and 1977, the assets of the Tatas increased from
Rs. 641.93 crores to Rs. 1069.28 crores, the assets of the Birla
increased from Rs. 589.40 crores to Rs. 1070.20 crores. The years
of the Emergency have been years of misery and destitution for
the people. *

Two years before the clamping down of the Emergency, the
people were the victims of the worst type of inflation with prices
rising by 30 per cent in the year.

When the Indira Government decided to move against inflation,
it again hit the people by impounding the dearness allowance and
wage increascs under the Compulsory Deposit Scheme, reduced
D.A. and bonus. Heavy tax burdens were heaped upon the people
year after year.

During the years of the Indira regime, unemployment exceeded
one crore from 45 lakhs a decade before.

Never before since Independence was the common man so
much haunted by high prices, the robbery of the market, loss of
Jobs and wages as during the Indira regime.

To crown 1t all. the country became increasingly dependent on
foreign loans from imperialist countries and had to pay debt
servicing charges and was compelled to export at the cost of the
nceds of the people.
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The Emergency Regime

No previous regime has committed so many crimes against the
common people as the Indira Gandhi Government during the six
vears from 1971 to 1977. The policies of exploitation and
}gprcssion culminated in the final infamy of the rule of Emergency
and the reactionary constitutional amendments depriving the
people of all rights and libertics.

At one blow, by banning meetings, strikes, demonstrations and
agitations, wortkers employces, agricultural workers, peasants,
teachers, students and professors were rendered helpless in their
daily struggle before the landlords, monopolists, capitalists, the
Government and other authorities. The nation was converted into
a nation of suppressed people.

Tens of thousands of people were wantonly arrested and
tortured 1n jails. People were murdered in cold blood in police
custody. Inhuman methods of torture were devised to extort
confessions. The case of Rajan of Kerala murdered by the police is
known to all. But besides this, there were hundreds who had to
undergo barbarous torture at the hands of Indira's police. Indira
had arbitrarily introduced terror methods in West Bengal in 1972
and more than a thousand of our comradcs were murdered by
hooligans and Intelligence Branch men. During the Emergency
the bureaucracy was given power over the life of the citizens and it
used 1t to torture, maim and kill the people.

What has been the role of the Indira Congress during the last
two and a half years? Has the leadership including Indira Gandhi
Cver expressed regret for imposing the Emergency? Have they
Cver expressed repentence for the foul misdeeds of the period-—
[hﬂjailings, harassment, tortures, und murders of innocent people?
Have (hey at all repudiated the compulsory sterilisation of
Muslims and others enforced through police firing and terror by
the Sanjay gang? Have they admitted that they violated and
Subverted the Indian  Constitution by enacting the 42nd
Constitution Amendment Act?

Let there be no compiacency about it. Let it be known that
fteedom of the Press was secured only after defeating Indira
Gandhj at the polls; the power of the courts was restored only after
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her rout in the elections. The legality of the strike, bonus, the
withdrawal , of the CDS, right to hold meetings, all were secured
only after the removal of the hated Indira rule.

Indira Gandhi demagogically thunders against the USA and the
CIA. But is it not a fact that during her Prime Ministership the
Congress received money from the CIA, on two occasions to fight
the Communists in the elections.

Last Two Years' Record

What has the Congress(I) done for the people during the last
two years? What is this record of her Andhra Pradesh Ministry?
Has land been distributed to the people? Has anything been
done to guarantee work to the rural population, of land to
the landless.

Under the Congress(I) regime in Andhra Pradesh, atrocities on
Harijans continue as before. The landlords continue to oppress
them under Chenna Reddy's rule. This Ministry has, besides,
created a new record in corruption and jobbery.

Indira talks every time about her concern for Harijans, Why 1s
her Mimnistry not doing anything to end the atrocities against
Harijans?

This Ministry, besides, shows that it has not given up the
Emergency methods. Under 1t murderous asSaults are made on
CPI(M) members, with the police playing the role of spectators.
No person expresses more verbal concern for the Mus[ims
affected by riots, for minority rights. Did she not shoot down
scores of Muslim men and women during the Emergency? And
did she not openly support Vinoba's demand for banning cow
slaughter to earn the praise of Hindu communalists, though the
demand had every likelihood of leading to huge communal riots?

During the last two and a half years, people all over India
suffered under high prices, unemployment, low wages, starvation.
What did Indira Gandhi do to help them except only beating her
own drum? Did her organisation oppose the illegalisation of
strikes i U.P., Madhya Pradesh? Did her organisation oppose the
Janata Government for refusing bonus to the raillway workers?
Did she oppose deficit financing, the source of inflation? Did
she oppose World Bank loans which mortgage our cconomy to
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foreign multinationals? Has she suggested any concrete remedy to
transfer the burdens of the crisis from the poor to the rich? She had
done nothing except seeking electoral advantage for herself from
the policies of the Janata Government.

Reject This Treacherous Force

The people cannot trust this treacherous force of Indira Gandhi,
out to seek political domination of its junta—and enslave the
people. Let the people know that the Sanjay-Bansi Lal gang is
again controlling the Congress (I). Once again, Sanjay is playing a
dominant role 1n the distribution of tickets, ensuring the return of
this entire gang.

Many people associated with Indira are involved in big
scandals concerming money, illegal deals and blackmail. Press
reports talk about fantastic sums of moncy collected by some for
purposes of election—obviously money is going to play a big role
in the coming struggle. Only a few months ago, a former U.S,
Ambassador to India announced that he had given money to the
Congress led by Indira on two occasions to fight elections against
the Communists.

There 1s no evil that 1s not associated with the Congress (I).

The Congress (I), representing the main danger of
authoritarianmism, and terror, of subversion of the Constitution,
must be defeated at all cost.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) calls upon all Left and
democratic torces in the country to rally together at this critical
Juncture in the struggle against the forces of dictatorship
repres