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FOREWORD

Premier Nehru has made a stirring appeal to all of us to
come out in the open to fight back the riot wave that
threatens to engulf our nation.

Only a clear knowledge of who are the enemies of our
nation who wrought on the Punjab this unprecedented
tragedy and brought our people to this pass, will rouse that
holy indignation which alone will call forth that popular
activity which is needed to liguidate these enemies. Only
then can we give effective and ail-in support to our popular
goyernments who so badly need it today.

Dhanwantri's story of the Punjab gives us such a power-
ful weapon. It exposes the real face of the conspirators, It
shows that we are not faced with an ordinary riot but =
big conspiracy to weaken our popular governments, to drown
our freedom in fratricidal blood, to sabotage our national
reconstruction and disintegrate our national and democra-
tic movements.

Only if we learn the lessons of the Panjab shall we be
able to lanunch a People’s Peace offensive sgainst the riot
offensive of imperialism and its agents.

It is n grave danger and serious crisis that faces our
nation.

We will need all the clarity of onderstanding and the
undying falth of Mahatma Gandhil in Hindu-Muslim unity
and the personal courage of Pandit Nehru to be able to
play our role in the battle for communal peace and demo-
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THE AUTHOR

DHANWANTRIL the euthor was a comrade-in-grms of
Bhagat Singh, was the President of the Lahore District
Congress Committee for siz years and is a prominent
Communist leader of the Punjeb.

As one of Bhagat Singh’s fellow fighters and an
organiser of the Nowjawan Bhavat Sabha, he was sen-
tenced to 7 years jeil in the Delhi Conspiracy Case
after a trial which lasted jor 2% years. He spent over
3 years in that living hell, the Andamans where he
along with many other terrorizt revolutionaries came
cver to Communism.

Released in 1939, he was soon elected by Congress-
men. as the President of the Lahore District Congress

Committee but he was not allowed to remain long out-

side. . He. was re-arrested in 1840 and detained in jail
for siz more years without trial and wes released only
after the Congress-Khizar Ministry in the Punjab was
formed in 1946,

- Qur again ot last, he threw himself into the trode
union and kisen sabha movements, During the recent,
biggest ever, rioty in the Punjab he worked his hardest
to fight back the riot flames.

A

ot —

Countrymen . ..
In the name of my people . ..

BEWARE !
Dhanwantri

1 WAS IN THE PUNJAB ever since my release from all' in
1046, I was there when the first riots began in Marce this
veéar and saw how it was sllowed to spread on and on till
Punjab became a veritable hell in August,

left Amritsar only on August 26, for Delhl fo meet,
Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel, the leaders of our national
government and tell them all that had happened snd who
were the incendiaries that let sll Punjab aflame, With me
was Baba Gurumulch Singh, the veteran revolutionary who
had put in 87 years in nni?erlal!st prisons and whose blood
:has bﬁmng at the way Punjab was reduced to a bloody

ambles.

The story 1 give below, except that it is more detalled,
is the story we told Pandit Nehru, It is based on what we
ourselves saw and knew and on the reports of our co-
workers in the Party, the trade union and Kisan Sabha
movement. It 1s based on our talks with Congressmen,
Leaguers and many people at refugee camps and at raflway

stations,. -
"1t 13 the story of the agony that is the Punjab todey.

NATURE OF DISTURBANCES

What happened in the Punjab cannot be called a rioft. It
was a regular war of extermination of the minorities, of
Sikhs and Hindus in Western Punjab and of Muslims in
Bastern Punjab.

It cannot be compared to Caleutta or Noakhsll, Bihar
or even to Rawalpindi for, in all those cases It was mobs of
one community that took leading part in killing, looting
and burning the minerity in the ares, their communal pas-
sions being roused to & pitch of frenzy and savagery.

In the Punjab, however, In the recent biggest killing
ever seen, it was the trained bands equipped with fire-arms

and modern weapons that were the main killers, looters

and rapers. These were the storm troops of the various
communal parties such as the National Guards of the Mus-
lim League in the Western Punjab, and the Shahidl Dal




of the Akalis and the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sa of
the Mahasabha in the Eastern P jab. They were actively
atded and often sctually led h{ e police and the military
in commilting the worst atrocities,

In violence, in brutality, in the number killed (which
Srt. 8hrl Prakasha, India's Ambassador to Paklstan places
at 13lakhs), in the use of plenty of modern deadly weapons,
in the devastation spread over 14 districts of the ab
and in the way in which the police, the military and the
entire administration was geared not to stop the riots but
to spread it—the Punjab tragedy is without parallel.

It we remember that all this happened on the eve ol
snd during the formation of the two popular Governments
ot India ana Pakistan, that it happened in the Punjab alone
while all over the rest of India including Bengal scenes of
mass fraternisation were s¢en on August 15, then we will
undfrstand what s declsive role was played in all this by
the Section 03 rule that Governor Jenkins nad kept
clamped firmly on the Punjab since March this year.

e role played by the British bureaucrats thelr design
and the devilish skill with which they played thetr game I8
nowhere seen so clearly as in the Punjab,

PEACE AND PROVOCATION

Everyone knows that despite Calcutta, Noakhall, Bihar and
Garhmukhteshwar, despite the riot wave unleashed over
tl.l;:'amt. of India, the Punjab had no trouble throughout
 'The Muslim League's civil disobedience which began as
a protest against the banning of the Muslim National
Guards wos continued even after the ban was withdrawn
iwithin a week) as pressure tactics against the Khizar-
Congress ministry, Despite the factional aim of this move-
ment, 1t was run on non-communal lines. Slogans of tak~
ing Pakistan by force were always given bt&:nu-impoﬂal-
jst unity slogans such ss “Hindu Muslim bhai bhal; sabki
dushman naukarshani” were aiso heard often. Courts and
rleons were attacked by the Muslim masses. Hindus-and
ikhs and their lives and property were quite safe then. In
fact many Sikhs and Hindus used to attend League meet-
ings in those davs and when they heard League apeakers
declare that the League's fight was not against them buf
against the buregucracy many Hindus and Sixhs expressed
thelr gladness at the fact that Musiims were also at last
coming forward to fight the British.
155 was not all what the Imperialist wanted.
Soont after the provocative Attlee Declaration of Feb-
mar{' 20 had laid the basis for division of India, Goyernor
Jenkins asked Khizar Hyat, the life~dong:trusted stooge of

)
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the British to resign and get out of the way. His plan was
simple. . 15 was to rcouse hopes in the League of being able
to form & ministry and rouse the anger of 3

and Hindus at such 8 prospect. Overnight the atmosphere
in the whole of the Punjab became charged with communsl

olson.

1t is not an accident that the first riots in the Punjfab
hroke out in Lahore that very day. By using cne against
the other ne kept every popular Zz;rty out of Government
and used hig Sectlon 93 rule not prevent and stop riots
but to provoke and spread I,

fn fact the rlots spread most guickly and were most
violent precisely in the five districts of Lahore, Multan,
Rawalnindi, Amritsar and Jullundar, all of which had Bri-
tish eivilians as Depuly Commissioners.

I shall give you a few Insances of how

gave full soom for riots to spread.

Jenkin's rule

SPREADING THE RIOTS

In Lahore and Amritsar, stabbings, killings and arson were

golng on.
éut. while Amritsar was under a 24.-hour curfew for 4
days and even we in Lahore only 30 miles away could not
get the news that Musiims in Chawk Pragdas were mur-
dered by Sikhs, In far away Rawalpindi the news was
already going the rounds, nflaming the Muslims. How
did it gey thers, when press and private agencles were
rigidly censored and prevented from sending out news of
the riots in Lahore and Amritsar? That is a question only
the Jenkins administration can answer.
in Rawaipindi, the British Deputy Commissioner was
approached by leaders of the Muslim League and other
parties who warned him that trouble was expected and he
should take precautionary measures, The Deputy Commis-~
sioper said he was “watching the situpation closely,” The
next day stabbing began and again the leaders met him
and sald effective measurss must be taken, otherwise the
trouble: might soread to the countryside. The D.C. told
them he was talking all necessary steps, that they should
keep calm. and not get panicky, On tne 5th the trouble
broke out In a large way in the rural areas round Pindi.
Mobs were out looting, killing and burning and committing
unspenkable atrocities, When Congress leadera of Pindi
rushed to the D.C. for drastic steps to save the minorities,
do vou know what the British bureaucrat replied? He snid:

“Go to Sardar Patel and Pandit Nebru—They are
the Government now, You want the British to quilt,
Why do you come to the British for help?”

b
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And ft 18 In Rawalpindi under such & Deputy Commis-

sloner that the first round of riots in the Punjab reached

its peak of carnage and savagery,

s g!vc another instance of how callously and devi-

gal;xly the British bureaucrat delighted in the spread of
01s.

Some Hindu and 8ikh leaders went and met Macdonald,
4 notorious British civilian who was the Chief Secretary of
the Punjab Government. They told him of the miserles
of the ref and asked him to give urgent Government
help to settie them elsewhere. To this, Macdonald replied:

“Don't worry. They will soon forget their miseries
when they see Rawzlpindl being avenged in Central
and Eastern Punjab."”

He knéw what was coming and seemed to welogome the
idea of riots spreading in the form of retaliation.

That is how Punjab got its first round of riots and
the basis was laid for the next and other rounds. That is
how the British bureasucracy acted as the arch-incendiary—
first lighting the spark and then spreading the flames,

PREPARATION FOR RETALIATION

Sure enough, as Macdonald had told in advance, the spirit
of retaiiation was nning to be roused in Central and
Fast Punjab by the among the Hindus and by the
ARalis among the Sikhs,

The Akall leadership has for some years now been forg-
ing close links with the rulers of 8ikh States like Patiala,
Faridkote, ete. Because of this they have been clalming to
be oppased to both the Congress and the League and have
been relying mostly on the British rulers to concede their
demands.

When refugees came streining from Rawalpindi with
thelr tales of woe and horror and tho unspeakable atroci-
tles committed on the minorities there, the Aksl! leaders
used them to rouse the spirit of retallation among the Sikh
peasants. ‘They sent refugees to each one of the Gurdwaras
and through them and their own agents they spread the
poisonous idea of retaliation against Muslims. They began
to form the Shahidl Dal (Martyrs' Battalion) in every Sikh
village, each unit consisting of 16, six to be armed with
rifles and all the rest with swords and spears. They also
formed bands of horsemen and scon jeeps and motor trucks
were brought in for use by this armed force. In this work
not only the princes but the big landlords of Amritsar Dis-
triet llke Majithas and Harindar Singh of Rajhansi lent
their patronage and helg.

In the towns, the R.E88, was rapidly gaining ground,
The Congress in the Punjab has always besn wea.gr being

'
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based malnly on the traders and
It grew wesker sinee it allled with the toady Unionists and
naving for long carricd on a bitter tation against the
League and its demands for partition, it became more and
move tongue-tied 23 it moved nearer and néarer acceplance
of division, Thus the R.8.8, tecok leadership of the towns,
roused the spirit of retaliation on the communal slegan of
Akhand Hindustan by force, It was backed by the big
blackmarketeers of the towns, Among its financiers and
atrons were men like Bawn Guramulkh Singh, multi-mil-
ionnaire of Amritsar and Gokulchand Naraag, the indus-
rrial magnate of the Punjab. The leader of the R.8.8. was
Rai Bahadur Badri Das, an old communalist, 'The RS8.S.
which wes & volunteer organisation on an all-India basis,
in the Punjab tock to arming it8 members with daggers
and swords but scon gaot revolvers and cther fire-arms.
They glso set about preparing bombs for attacking Muslims.

On thé other side In Lahore In West Punjab, the Mus-
lim Natlonsl Guards were similarly arming themselves with
help from Bahawalpur, and from the Frantier Province,
They had the backing of the most reactionary topdy section
of big landlords of Paltistan of whom Fercz Khan Noen i3
loday the most active,

rofessionals of the towns,

ROLE OF THE PRINCES

All'those storm troop bands became equipped with modem
arms, quite easicl‘y.

All of & sudden, thousands of rifles, hand grenades, sten
guns, mortars, ete., sprang ugt: in the Punjab, Where did
they come from 2 We will get the answer to it if we remem-
ber that the Punjab i3 the one provines which has a num-
ber of Hindu, Muslim and Sikh States right inside its bor-
ders, e.g, FPatiala, Jhind, Nabha, Faridkot, Malakotla,
Bahrwalpur, Kapurthala,

The princes of these 8Btates like thelr British masters
were finding that the popular movement for freedom and
dem by Was gathering strength, a threat io their auto-
cracy and privileges. So they too went all-out to help the
bands and use the refugees to rouse the spirlt of retalia-
tion smoeng the pecple and win for themselves g measure
(1)4 pggulp,r support,

I instance Patiala opened a big refugee camp for the
refugees Irom Rawalpindl, Thousands of them, many of
whom were rich landiords and traders came there, It is
reported that nearly '8 crores of rupees were deposited
by them in the Patiala State Bank, From here the refugees
Spread the tales of atrocities and praised the araja who
was 8o kind and good as to glve them ready shelter and
e,;;e;: land.
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Faridkot, It 150 Y’sd‘eg mi din Ferozpur, Supplied a
number of jee Lthe nas.

Bahawdlpt‘;: supplied arms to the Muslim National
Guards and Kapurthala opened a training camp for the
R85, bands.

Thus the Indian States became the hotbeds of war gr -
p‘aratlons. rold deadly preparations for a war of exte -
ton,

It §8 from Patiala for example that bands used Lo ope-
rate against moving trains and the attack on the Pakistan
Special on August 10 took place here,

T: will thus be seen that next to the British imperialists,
their stooges the Indian Princes were the incendiaries, be-
cause this way they could split the rizsing popular movément
in their own States and get even in Ezstern Punjab a Gov-
ernment which would be amenable to their own influence,

IN THE TOWNS

All the propaganda for retaliation and brisk preparations
for it were given a free hand by the Je rale.

In Lahore and Amritsar, stabbings of members of the
minority communities went on unchecked, and so did arson,
Curfew was impoged freguently but it was only to get all
decent men inside their own houses so that they may not
see the nefarlous game going on during those hours.

For it is & fact that evervone who was in Lahore and
Amritsar during the months of April to August would testify
that the biggest arson was committed durlng curfew hours
with the police actively asslsting or passively locking on,

Respectable cltizens or shop-keepers who came out to

ut out the fire were shot down by the police, not the gangs
Yhat went sboul committing arsony That was the role of
ihe police force led by 8ir John Bennet, 1.GP.

For example the Tribune ediforially asked the question,
“If & citizen engaged in extinguishing a fire is shot at by
the police, what is he to do?"” Hindus and Sikhs who were
the minority and were more the victims than s;ggmasors
i Lahore were themselves arrested and put in jails.

“The biggest le case of arson, the sstting fire o the
Dbig Hindu area abt Shahalim Gate was carrled out as every-
oné in Lahore knows, when a civiilan officisl, Mr. M, G.
Cheema, an assistant magistrate of Lahore personally super-
viged this operation. A strong Muslim police party and &
pang of Muslims equipped with quantities of petrol syste-
:lnagstifély get fire to the whole bazaar till it was burnt down

0 S,

The biggest single action by ‘the R.S.S. and the first
when bombs, rifles and revolvers were used wag an atiack
In April on Rajgarh, & Muslim suburb of Lahore and several

- &
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Muslims were killed, It was sald in Lahore at the time that
the police officer of the area, 8 Hindu, knew about it and
that he had in fact got the leader of the raid in his hands
15 minutes before the raid, but he let him go. And within
a few minutes the attack was mounted and the massacre
took place. The officer was first suspended but soon for-

given and reingtated,
It was the same story In Amritsar. The police actively

heiping the rioting gangs andé punishing innocent people.

Thus Lahore and Amritsar burnt as no two cities ever
burnt, Refugees were steacdily leaving the cities, because
life was becoming impossible for them there,

IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

The Slkh peasantry of the central districts of the Punjab
and particularly of the Doabs, the land lying between the
Beas and the Sutle), have the most paitriotic traditions.

It was here that successive waves of the national move-
ment and the patriotic movements of the Sikhs such as the
Aksll and Babar Aksll movements had their base,

So when the present Akall leadership tried to provoke
them to retallation on the Muslims here, the Sikh peasants
with faultless patriotic logic asked, “If it was wrong for the
Muslims to kil the Sikhs in Rawalpindl, how ¢an it be right
for us to kill the Muslims here?"

: ﬁlggspemw attemptls were made to draw them into the
rio /

For instance, during April, we got reporis pouring in
from the Doaba villages, that the Akall bands were secratly
setting fire to the grain stocks of the Sikh persanfs and
spreading stories that the Muslims of the ares had done it.

The police also was actively playing ¢the same game,
In the village Kokri near Moga a police head-constable was
caught red-handed In the act of burning a wheat stock.
begasnoon' by May end, isolated murders of stray Muslims

When armed Akall bands moving in fast-moving jeeps
came tearing round the villages the division of the coun-
tryside into Muslim and 8ikh villages was brought about.
Muslime who were not afrald of their own Siknh brethren
in villages started leaving the villages for they knew that
though there was no danger from Inside their own villages
there was little protection against death coming from out-
side through theso bands, ey Ieft and concentrated in
some vluylaggs nltt)’r:,g gtl;s‘othctr‘r g&usléms. &

: when this division had taken place was It ea
for the poallce and the armed bands io ;mlfJ the Slmx-peasag{
into the riot fever. Many reports came to us of how police
and other Government officials told Sikh villages that
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neighbouring Muslim villages were arming to the teeth and
they would be fools if they did not arm themaselves for self-
defence. . And thus warllke preparations began in almost
every village. Spears and swords were furnished and the
entire countryside was 1rant$call§1 arming in the fear that
an attack was coming from e neighbouring Bikh or
Muslim villages.

© 7 Nevertheless, the mas of peasantry did not get into the
rioting on & large scaie except that when Muslims started
fleeing’ for thelr lives in fear of the armed bands, a large
number of Sikh villagers went oub fired with the lust for
Joot, but that was in the last stage after two or three months
of this unrestraingd lawlessness, this spirit of death and
destructlon was the air and active encouragement Was
given by police and military to the looters,

THE BOUNDARY FORCE

The Mountbaiten Award for division of the Punjab
and the provocative use of the phrase “and ather factors”
that would be considered by the Boundary Commission
added fuel to the fire, AR i

Extravagant clalms and counter-g s were €.

The Akglis who demanded a division of the Punjsb
knowing that the 8ikhs would be split went on assuring the
Sikhs that Mountbatten had given them an assurance that
property rights, religious shrines, ete, would be considered
as factors Justit}'in% the declsion of boundary in thelr
tavour. They said they would set up to the Chinab or ab
least the canal corl%xy au;qas ax!: Nankana Sahib, the fam-
ous Churudwara of Guru Nanax.

The League leaders put up their claling of getting Pak-
tstan boundary fixed on Jumna and 50 on.

Thus each side was rousing hopes and Inevitably turn-
ing the anger of each community against the other,

The Akali leaders were also formin Shahidi Dals In
Western Punjab towns like Stalkot, S8helkhupura, Multan,
Pindl, ete. and were .continuing the attacks on Mushims In
Central Punjab. In these conditions, deputations from
Sikhs came from Western Punjab to Master Tara 8 N
They told him thnat if the attacks on Muslims In Eastern
Puniab were not stopped soon, retaliation would begin in
Western Punjab and they would be massacred, ‘They even
sald that if their Lves and property were safe, th had no
opiection to staying in Pakistan areas, But the Akall
lepdership was following a policy not based on the interests
ott.hgs&h s ~-Eeople but which resaed the expansionist
aims of the Sikh Princes.. The Akall leaders ignored the
entreaties of thelr own people from Western Punjab and
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kept on oP ﬁt.lw boastful slogan of ‘re-establishing the
empire Singh.' ) 3

It i8 in these circumstances ‘that the announcement
came that the Boundary Force would be sent to 1aKe con-
trol of the 12 distriets of the Punjab namely, Gurdaspur,
Awmritsar,  Jwlundur, Ferozepur, Hoshiarpur, Ludhiana
Lahore, Montgomery, Lyalipur, Sheikhupurs, Blalkoy and
Gujranwalla,

The Boundary Force was to take charge on August 1
the very day fixed for a general attack on the Musiim vil-
lages by the Akali bands, The attack on July 30 nigat
on the Muslimas in the vmn%e Nagoke of Jathedar Udham
Singh, the organiser of the hahisl Dal became the signel

for n genernl flare- &s
In the Amritsar district alone, hundreds of nrmed men

began to attack the Muslims wherever they were found, at-
tacking village after village, Beas, Tarantaran and Maji-
tha areas being the first to be attacked and from there the
trouble spread all over the district, By August 5 it had
assumed seripug proportions, the pollee and civil adminis-
tration taking sides openly. It spread to the Doaba and
Gurdaspur districts.

On August 4, Mal-General Rees, Head of the Boun-
dar{' Foree, held n Press Conference In Lahore, He declared
that his Boundary Force was & “neutral”, “very largs" force

officered by British officers. that “when the military is out

on the job, they are not out for fun. They mean business.”
He said that though this military would co-operate with the
civil authorities it had powers to act lndegen ently and that
it was under the “direct orders" of the Supreme Com-
mander, Auchinleck. British tanks were sent round the
Lghore streets to reinforce the series of pssurances thab
Rees‘rgad:gife'n "that i the Bound
e fact i3 that e undary Force had not been
sent to the Punjsb at all, probably we would have had less
peopie killed and less devastation, As It is 1t acted as the
pregtest single force that spread the destrucetion,
1t did not rrrest & single person while committing arson,
though large-scale arson went on under its nose. It did not
disarm or arrest a single band of either the National Guards
Shahidi Dai or R.8.:8, It did not even touch their arms and
ammunition stores, despite the fact that their locatlons
: ac ¢ Punjab, It {5 a common saying no
British officer with a Muslim regiment went eamvge,thé!ctﬁ
& eg’terta ga ment went Axall and with & Hindu regiment
In Lahore Rallway Station non-Muslim refugeez who
were txiying to escape from Lahore were shot dowgn by the
Baluchl regiment or they looked on while the Muslim Na-
tional Guards massacred these refugees. It is estimated
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that not less than 3,000 to 4,000 were thus murdered on

13th and 14th, ,

In the same station, the Dogra regiment also of the

Boundary Foree, was shooting down Muslim refugees from

»Amrl’ tsar who were arriving {n Lahore thinking it would be

safe,

Both were units of the Boundary Force, both were om-.

cered by the British and tunetionlng under “direct orders’

of the Supreme Command :

down defenceless refugees qulte aimpartially”! In Amrit-

sar station Sikh regiments were similarly protecting the

Alksli bands who were finishing off the Muslim refugees,
In Sheikhupura, the Baluc { reziment there, machine-

gunned the Hindu and Sikh minorities and it is reported

in the press that thousands were thus killed by the military

of the Boundary T'orce.

- That was the criminal role played by the Boundary

‘Foree. " :

-
ATROCITIES UNTOLD

The climax c¢ame when on August 11, In Amritsar District
the Muslim police were asked to disarm and asked to go on
jeave for a week and :
order was given on August 11 and I who was in Amrit-
sar knew about it only that day, because it was a sudden
order, which no one except the officials concerned knew.
But in Gujranwala, in West Pujab, on the 6th and 10th,
golng round among the Muslims
decided to kill every

the rumour was already

that the Sikh police In Amritsar had
Muslim, and there would be no Muslim police to save them.
Retaliation was bem%nex%ected there! o could have set
that rumour goin Punjab? Only the Jenkin's
administration an

The news that the Muslim
the Sikh peilice in Lahore and
and sent away spread big panic among the minorl
they knew that the pollce were Eelaylng an active role in
the communal killing and were rror-stricken that their
‘only hope of some protection from the police of thelr own
community would be no Jonger avatlable,

Thus streams of Muslims in Amritsar and Hindus and
Sikhs from Lahore started rushing away
cities as soon as they could. They were cked on the
way by the armed bands. Bombs were thrown on the flee-
ing refugees, rifle and revoliver fire mowed them down and
many were put to death with kirpans and spears.

ese armed bands, fully drunk with liguor and with
the lust for blood were roaming and falling on the poor vic- l

report in Lahore afterwards. This §

-

t.gtgt out of the s
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tims actively aseisted by the Hindu and 8ikh police and by
unlxtil?t the Boundary Foree. Similar scenes were enpcted
in ore. -

The whole of the elty of Amritsar was buraing ke
Lahore on the other side. Looting on an incredible seale
was going on, and there was such a complete collapse of all
social morals that there may be hardly a few in Amritsar
who had not participated bither in the looting or In &

share of the 1eot,

From the 10th when I reached Amritsar upto the 18th
when Pandit Nehru left Puniab after hia first hurried tour,
I could hear the reports of rifie fire and bomb explosions
day and night. Thousands of shots must have been fired
and hundreds of hombs must have exploded. The city was
under curfew for 22 hours datly but looting went on. The
military fired many rounds but only in the air or on the

Muslims. In some cases the Baluchi army of the Boundary
Force opened fire on Hindus and Sikhs. ,
Hundreds of Muslim Wwomen were rapegd or abducted

 In one instance a batch of Muslim women
made to parade in the gtreets of
Amritsar. There were even public raping of women. All
humanity. all ehivairy and decency ssemed to have gone.

But there was a deep plan to dprowake and spread the
savagery. For instance we rveceived a report from Gujran-
wala in West Punjab that as parly as August 6, Muslim
Maulvis were inecitlng thelr congregations at Friday prayers
to retallation. They told the congregation that In Amrii-
sar Muslim women's breasts nad been cut and that Muslim
children’s heads had been dlsrlayed on spear heads. The
very nexi day there was terrible arson and looting. Evacua-
tion of Sikhs and Hindus began but trains were attacked
and the refugees WwWere massacred. By I4th Kamoke,
Wazirabpd, Gakhar, Aminabad, Akalgarh, Ramnagar, eic.
were all involved, On l4th & train leaving for Jammu Was
attacked by the Mualims and a1l women anrd child refugees
were put to deati.

In the streets of Slalkot, Sikh and Hindy women werd
paraded naked In public and mass raping took
Mace, same as in Amritsar. The same was repeated in

heikhupura where parents gilled their own daughters o
gave them from dishenour.

Thus thousands were killed in both parts of the Punjab,
and corpses hacked and mangled were ving all over in the
flelds, on the ronds, along the rallway track and hundreds
on the station platforms themselves.

Whichever side we went, one could see scores of dead
bodies of men, women and children, At first attempts were
made to bring the dead bodies for postmortem to the Hospi-
tal, then the corpses were lying over such a wide area that
Doctors were sent out to those areas. Soon the dead bodies

&




15

Were S0 many that the wrcstmonem Wwas liself given up.
You just could not cope with the number of dead; and they
were left lving where they were, and dogs and vultures fed
on them,

Every day news came ¢f this village being attacked
and that, of whole areas cleared of Muslim, and whole
Muslim villeges looted and burnt.

. '{b{‘here the gangs failed, the army went In to finish off

the Muslints,

In the Wedt Punjab, similar scenes were seen In Gujran-

gm’!a, tSiauzoc. Sheikhupura, Lyzlipur, Montgomery and
uierat,

It 1s to be noted that all this uncheciked devastation
Went on over an area of 14 districes of the jab, and ex-
cept for Patisla in the East and Gujrat in the West, this
area was wholly under the Boundary Force,

The ghastly events I deseribed In the case of Amritsar,
Lahore and 8falkot, ampl{ refiect the sttuation in other
districts as well, In Eas Punjab Amritsar, Jullundar,
Hoshlarppur have been the worst storm centres and in the
Welslc{ . unjab, Lahore, Gujranwalln, Sheilkhupura and

ialkot.

Over n lakh and a half were killed, thousands of women
were raped and abducted, property worth crores looted ard
burnt.” Amritsar and Lahore burnt as no city ever burnt.
Lootinig on a seale, I can never deseribe, took place, Whole
areas are desolated. Millions of beaple are rushing away
across the border for safety.

What a tremendons problem this will be can be sten
from the fact that there were 36 lakbs of Hindus angd
Sikhs in Wes: Punjab and 44 lakhs of Muslims in East
Punjab. Evervone now wants to leave, Even from areas
Iike Pindl and Ambala, minocrities are pouring out.

ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND RED FLAG

From the very beginning the Communist Party, the Trade
Unlon and Kisan Movements under the Red Flag saw the
rising menace snd tried to fght againgt iz,

In the towns we tried to keep the unity of Muslim,
Sikh and Hindu workers. This unity could not easily be
broken from within. The burecaucrats and the communal
bands could not set worker against worker. But so0n the
division of workers was brought aboul. Hindu and Sikh
owners threw out Muslim workers on the plea that there
was danger of ssbotage by them. Muslim owners threw out
Hindu &né 8ikh workers. The division of the country into
Indian Urion and Pakistan and the conseguent option to
Ltoe workers and employees to join serviee in one dominion
Or the other also led to a division among the Rallway and
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other workers on communal Lines. Nevertheless one of the
most Inspiring stories comes from Sialkot.

Most of the sports factories here are owned by non-
Muslims. Most of the factories were bumt by the Muslim
armed bands. But one of the blggest factories, the world
famous Uberol factory though owned by a non-Muslim
was saved from destruction by the Muslim workers, It is
they who guarded the gramises and told tho Musiim bands
that an attack on the fsctory would be an attack on their
bread, and they would not Hlow it 1o be destroyed.

After this-division of workers, the Muslim gs were
used to spread the riots even among the workers. Raids
were organised, with the backing of Rallway officials who
were notorious toady elements, against the non-Musiim
workers in the Rallway workshop at Lahore.

Today the entire young Trade Union movement in Pun-
Jab. lies shattered. usiim workers have gone West and
non-Musiim workers East, Factories are either burnt down
or are idle. Laxhs of workers are jobless, and there 18 grave
dapger of their falling into the arms of communal reac-
tionaries and of being exploited brutal by the vested in-
terests in thelr own communities. The Trade Union move-
ment must speedily be rebuilt, to help them to fight for-
ward together with the workers of the brotker communities.

One of the most outstanding examples of the working
class spirit of bravery and service is that of Siri Chand. ¥He
was a rallway worker, a leading militant of the North-
Western Railway Workers' Trade Unlon. Throughout the
riot inferno in ore, he worked for peace and rescusd
m victims. His home in Bharatnagar became the shel-
r.e:'%r many homeless refugees. ‘Large-scale looting was
going on. But the pollce did not et sgainst the leoters,
They arrested Siri Chand and seven other members of his
family and all those who had taken shelter in s house.
On August 14, he and seven other members of his family
werd released from the pollee statlon and asked to go
home, Two police constables were sent with them ancuusc
outside the police station the constables suddenly, with-
out reason and at polnt blank range fired on Siri Chand
and his people, They killed five on the spot, 8iri Chand
himself and 3 women of his tamlly and seriously injured
his mother and wite,,

Such were the odds that progresaive antl-riot elements
had to face, I It any wonder that they were able*ts do
little to save the situnticn?

In the countryside, wherever Communists existed and
in Kisan villages under the influence of the Red Flag of the
Kisan Babha, peace commit were formed, patrols were

ut on and protection Wia assured to the Musiim minority
n the villages,
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But when the armed bands backed by the police and
the military atiacked villages and the communal divigion
of the countryside had already takenplace, it Was no jonger
possible to keep the Muslims safe.

So we organised thelr safe escort to refugee camps Or
to rallway stations or to other villages which were safer.

Such safe centres were organised in all districts. 1In
Amritsar District of which T know personally there were
several such villages as Kharparkheri, Kathania, Verka,
Badala-Bhittewid. Around Preetnagar, a belt of about 100
villages were safe till 1 left Puniab, Round Bhakhra the
village of the veteran 82 year old Revolutionary and Com-
munist Kisan Leader Baba Sohan Singh Bhakhna, the vil-
jages were safe for Muslims, In all these areas Red Flag
8ikh Kisans jed and protected the Muslim XKisans.

But the odds were too heavy. In Hoshiarnagar mear
Rallway Station Khasa, about 300 Musiims were given shel-
ter by Sikh and Hindu Kisans of the Red Flag., Twice, the
armed bands tried to attack the village and ki the Muslims
who they knew were being kept safe there, Twice they were
repulsed. On 18th August after Pandit Nehru's first visit
to Punjab, Sikh military went with armed Akall band to
the village, pulled out the 300 Muslima and put them to
death., The village was helpless avhen the military itseif
did such a thing,

These were conditions under which it was éeath even
to show ordinary compassion for a Muslim. But the only
thing that inspires some hope is that geveral patriotic
kisans braved death to help their Muslim brothers.

In village Kharparkherl, Amritsar District the Sikh
kisans had sheltered $00 Muslims, When the situation be-
came too unsafe for them they escorted them to the Am-
ritsar Station to see them safely off. In those days, when
armed bands equipped with sten guns, were shooting down
Muslims wherever they were seen, it was the most Inspiring
thing to aee those $00 Muslims being escorted by the Sikh
Kisans who with drawn swords marched on either side of
them %o keep them safe.

The best we could do, was but o drop in the ocean.
Worst reactionary elements were on top, and had the power-
ful support of the police and the military., Ope had to face
death even to do the most elementary acf%f humanity.
Many of our comrades faced death, many sustained buliet
wounds from the armed dands,

Wnen the full story of this period is written, you may

::1 ‘?::eutg‘));li;; Q&t‘:‘ug:mls& nng’ Redhl;'l gers ’acaulbtcd them-
S ether they were Muslims !

or Sikhs and Hindus in East Punjab. T EURN
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INDUSTRIAL LIFE SMASHED

outslde Punjab do not yet know what grave prob-
lems ttz.his orgy of \%olence has created for us all.

o of our hlggest industrial and business centres—
Lahg:; m?d Amrltsn%——are burning ever slnc? March. ;ﬁlgﬁ
rest of the province had a thow economic il -
these two centres, mritsar was the blggest comrgerciad
centre which fed the whole of the Punjab, NWFP. an
neighbouring Btales. 1t3 life being smasheq up, there is &
big collapse of all supplies all over the province,

two elties had a population of at least 16 to 17
iakh?%f these nearly ten lakhs were either workers or
small traders, Chhbriwalas (hawkers), Pheriwalas, whoe have
now no means to fall hack upon. Goods have become SCATCE,
shops have not opened at & and the worst form of black=-
markets Is thriving. { iy e ey o

n the Punjab, a province o an ee— :
hardlly get mnkj in t.hop towns. At the only ghee shop that
opened in Amritsar, hes sold at Ra. 10 & SEer. and this
was s0 scandalous that the pecple looted the shop. :

There is a very acute ghortage of cloth, because Amrit-
sar, the supply centre has been burnt up. Insurance com=

anies refuse to insure godowns and stocks because arsen
{00 general and widespread. Merchants do not place
orders,

Industriel production in Lahore and Amritsar came to
a standatill since March. 1In Amritsar alone more than 30
factories have been burnt down. Hindu owners dismissed
Muslim workers and Muslim owners threw out Hindu
?'%rkers—thu,s uprooting thousands of workers from their
0DS.

The same traqedy has now overtaken almost all the
industrial centres in Punjab, Julhundur, Ludhisna, Lahore,
Patialn, Sialkot, Gujranwalla, Lyallpur and Okara.

Sialkot one of the world famous sporks manufacturing
centres is now dead. Many a factory has been burnt, The
rest are closed.

Wazirabad, famous for its cutlery works which employed
35,000 artisans end labourers, nhes loat all its industrial
importance now,

The whole of industrial life of the Punjab, the advance
made by the people of the Punjab over & period of last
ten years, lie shattered, This is true for East as well as
West Punjab.

The labour force in lakhs has shified from one side
to the other. Hindus and Sikhs have left the West and
Musiims the Tast,
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COMMERCE DEVA STATED

During the ricts in Rawalpind!, the whole commerclal com-
munitihconmung mainly of Hindus and Sikhs was uprooted
from the area. They were either killed or forced to run
away. This has happened now cn a much larger scale,

All the Mandls in the West Punjiab, which were in the
hands of Hindus or Sikhs, are now razed to the ground,
The whole class of trade and businessmen in West Punjab
has been liguidated.

This {5 bound to have a terrible cilect on the whole
economy of the West Puniab, One has only Lo xnow what
Intimate links commerce has with agriculture in the Punjab
ggigg cgs predominantly a surplus fond growing agr

The merchants who supplisd goods to the counhriside
gxg gg& r:rx;.arketted‘thg ggrarian prgdui‘.c are gone. Even
4 ment's foo rocurenien an based on -
chase from the Mandis l?aa now collagsed. o

ALL FERTILE AREAS ARE DESOLATE

Our agriculture siands gimttarly desolated.

The Muslims in East Punjab were either Kamins (agri-
cultural lgbdurers) or petty peasants, Lakhs of them have
jeft or are leaving East Punjab, without any prospect of
employment in the West, -

¥rom the Canal Colony aveas, the most fertile in West
Punjab, Montgomﬁg. Lyallpur, 8heikhupura and Gujran-
walla, lakhs of Sikh end Hindu peasants have left these
areas,

It i3 not easy to rehabilitate these lakbs of peasants in
new areas. for they have Jost their agricultural fmplements,
live stock and all :

Thig is happening at & time when the malze erop is
ready for harvesting and when within this menih the rice
crop has to be s0Wn. With the present chaos in the country-
side and the n‘av}grauon of miliions, our crop will be nothing
to gpeak of. at this means at & time when our country
as a whole 1g facing the worst food scareity can easily be
imagined,

The most fertile areas of puniab, sll those of West
Punjab and East &nd Central Punjab, were all under the
care of the Boundary Force and have been devastated
completely.

T PUNJAB TODAY

With industry gone, commerce gone and with agriculture
alsp gone snd milifons in either part of Punjab without
food, without homes or jobs—what remains of the Punjsb?

¢

il

- And this at a’time when the whole administration has
coilap and with armed bands which have tasted blood
and 100t mnd terrorized the whole countryside,

 What terrible suffering thils means for the people of the
Punjab, what tremendous hardships they are up against,
can be only partially realized.

When such large Drosperous areas are in economic ruin

and under the deoris of destruction, it will not leave the
rest of our land unaffected.

Punjab which was i surplus provinee in respect, of food
is today devastated. Instead of India looking to it for food,
it might itself ask India for food and rellef just noW.,

With thousands of dend littering the roads and rallway
tracks as rotting food for dogs and vultures, another great
problem threatens—the problem of epidemics, Doctors are
of opinion that unless speedy effective steps are >
epldemics will surely ourst out. {s would be a calamity
of enormous _mn%mtude. Whaat epidemics did to Bengal
after the famine, how it intensified the ravage eannot gasily
e forgotten.

Even the educationsl life of the Punijab lles shattered,
with Lehore, the University centre and biggest educational
centre in North India golng up in fames, It was here
that all the technical centres such &8s the Engineering, Me-
dical and other coleges wWere. They are now 5

“Our transport system, one of the finest in India bullt by
the British for their efficient military strategic needs-today
stands completely paralysed,

One must realise m this how great has been the
tragedy of the Punjab and how difficult 1t will be to rebuild
its economy,

For us in the Punjab it Is & question of saving our very
existence.

CONCLUSION

Suieh is the Punjab toda% The worst communal elements
are right on top today. The RSS. and Akall bands on this
side and the National Guards on the other are openly flout~
ing the wishes of the best leaders of both the Governments.
When Pandit Nehru was in Amritsar on August 17 and 18
he told the military officers that peace must be restored
at ail costs. But the trouble was continued even aftér that.
Ludniana and Ferozepors Were fnvolved only atter this
and in Jullundur the ouble rose to the highest pitch after
Pandit Nehru's visit.

The entire administration has collapsed. New recruits
are being taken into the police force to fill the vacancles
caused by the Muslims who were sent to West Punjab. The

R.SS. and the Akall bands are burrowing into these services,
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The RS.S. wants {ts own men to hold domln_a.un%pos!-
tione in the Bast Punjab Government. They want Bakshi
Tele Chand, to be the Governor and Ral Bahadur Badrl Das
a8 Premier,

They openly demand that Pandit Nehru and Mahatma
Gandhi, such noble leaders who want communal peace and
brotherhood, should go, They say they must meet Aung
San’'s fate.

The Akalis too, want that the Government of East Pun-
jeb should be under their control. They want an Akali
rnomines to be the Governor.

These bands and their demands are @ grave threat to
the Fopulnr demoeratic Governments both at the Centre
and in the Province. y

The present, Governments are not taking drastic action
to disarm these bands, for they do not want to risk too
much unpepularity.

Punjab will be in constant perll, and there will be no
hope for Punjab till these armed bands are disarmed, tiil
the administration is purged of all guiity officials and new
patriotic elements who can be relied upen to grant the
mlté?ox;l’ties snfety in the areas are taken in the adminis-
‘m . .

The evacustion of refugees, which !s now the main
poncern of the two Governments 18 no solution of the prob-
lem. The job is to restore peace and get the refugees
back. The same dark forces that brought this tragedy to
Puniab are spreading it everywhere,

It is the British game 1o discredlt our two Governments,
in the eves of the world, to keep them hostile to each other
pnd face the Covernments with the big inscluble problem
of millions rushing across the borders and demanding
shelter, food and joba.

THE PUNJAB TRAGEDY IS A CRISIS FOR THE WHOLE
OF INDIA, IT IS A GRAVE THREAT TO OUR VERY EXIS-
TENCE AND THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY IN OUR LAND,

THE MESSAGE OF BLEEDING DEVASTATED PUNJAR
18: LET NOT ITS FATE OVERTAKE ANY OTHER PART
OF INDIA. LET THE DARK FORCES OF REACTION THAT
BROUGHT THIS TRAGEDY TO PUNJAE BE HOUNDED
OUT IN EVERY PART OF INDIA. ONLY THEN CAN YOU
HELP PUNJAE AND SAYE INDIA, ’

-

FROM PUNJAB
DANGER TO US ALL

P. C. Joshi

Within two weeks of August 15 and the country-wide re-
jolcing over the establishment of & National Government,
opening the prospect of 4 new free lfe for our people, the
pation stands horror-struck at the dark menacing clouds
rizing from the Punjab.

From the two parts of the Punjab mass migration of mino-
rities is taking place after a systematic campalgn of mass
extermination. The latest Punjeb riots far ail
earlier riots both in the numbers involved and the ares
afTected.

Our Press has once a not served our people aright.
The Hindu and nationalist Press has only exposed the atro-
cities in the West Punjab and the League and most of the
Urdu Press has concentrated on atrocities in the Hast,

Today iz not the time to unravel the chain of cause and
eftect, It goes far back to the provocative Atlee Award of
December last. which Jaid the basis for the partition of the
Punjab, and the claims and counter-clalma over boundaries
made by the different communities,

~ 'The best of our leaders have réghtly emphasised not to
stress the past, What, however, needs to be known to every-
one, whether Hindu or Muslim, whether citizen of the Indian
Unton or Pakistan, is that there is nothing to choose bet«
ween the extent of brutalitées, or type of atrocities, com-
mitsed on either side, The more we realise 1t the sooner shall
we be able to hunt down the real éenemies in our own camy.
If the martyrdom of Jalllanwale Bagh stands soiled on
this side, Bhagat Singh's Lahore burns on the other., In
whole cities and districts minorities have faced butchery or
are evacuating on a mass scale, from Amritsar, Jullunder
glugk}:btas: Punjab, from Montgomery, Lyalipur in the West
The numbers killed on both sides surpess all earlier
records. The number of wome
o R e n raped and abducted runs
Froperty looted and burnt goes into
a common feature on an unprggedentedc;g;}ees. AR, foet
Neighbourliness. humanity, chivalry, -
disappeared for the time Deing. %/ AE IR, S0/ AAYe
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Who set this fire alight, who poisoned our people 2
This iz what all of us must know to draw our own Jeasons
from the national tragedy that is the Punjab of today.

Our Pariy has been systematically ciwmtlng its accusing
finger at the Britlsh incendiary. And pow that i3 being
vecognised, unfortunately too late, in the Punjab and to
some. extent by the leaders of the two Governments them=
selves. '

THE GUILTY MEN

Tmperialist bureaucracy—Arch Incendiary. It was not an
accl;dent but deliberate design that scon after the Attlee
Declaration on February 20, the Punjab Minlstry was sacked
by Governor Jenkins, who installed his autocratic Seciion
93 rgle, so that when the transfer of power came on August
15 our Governments inherited a Province which was already
aflame, where the adminisiration had already broken dowil.

It was not an accident that the round of riots in March
which had taken place in Rawalpindi, Multan, Lahore,
Amritsar and Jullundur were all in the districts headed by
British Deputy Commissloners,

Nexz, on the eve of transfer of power from August 1 to
§ and then up to Se
was all the 12 dlstr?cts on both aides of the border where
the British officered Boundary Force was supposed to keep
the peace.

andlt Nehru has. publicly hinted that the Boundary

Foree did not do its job and every Punjabl, whether in the
East or in the West, IT guestioned can easily give iInnumera-
ble examples from his own experience to show how the army
and fizxue olice took a leading part in looting, burning, raping
and .
—PEEIY meg British bureaucracy thoroughly disrupted the
elvil administration before August 15 It is the Britlsh-
officered army and the police that made matters worse by
becoming chief looters and killers.

Thousands of bands armed with rifles, hand grenades,
Sten guns, etc., abound both in the Bast and West Punjab
today. Nelther the army nor the police has arrested any

one of these gangs nor disarmed them, nor got at their very

large armed dump.

Punjab’s Princes, and vested interests. Reactionary anti-
national elements, nursed under British rule, have played
their own part and are the main criminals inside each
community.

The Punfab's
thelr own communiti
Patisla and Faridkot

Princes have supplied arms to bands of
Bahawalpur {o the National Guards,
the Akalis.

|

'\
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temher 1, the centre of the latest riots ¢
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In the countryside it is the blg landlords who raised
and led big armed bands to kill or drive out the minorities
s0 that they themselves got their lands and houses, the
peasantry got split communally and their own feudal rule
was mainfained unimpaired.

In the towns it the war-rich blackmarketeers who
have acted as financial patrons of thelr respective communal
prganisations,

Factory owners, If Hindu, sacked all the Muslim workers
and, if Muslim, sacked all the non-Musiim workers and this
added fuel to the fire.

The aim of the war-rich capitalist elements has been to
drive out their trade and industrial rivals to be able to get
monopoly eontrol in their own hands.

Political eriminals. The game of the British incendiary and
thelr anti-people creatures, the vested interests, could never
have suceeeded without resetion communal leaders who
made a bid for mass tgopnlxu‘ity n the chaotic condition
that has prevalled in the riot-torn Punjab during the last
six months.

In the Punjab Congress has always been weak and has
become weaker siill because of the unnatural alliance with
the Unlonists frst and later with the reactionary Akaliz.

In Eastern Punjab towns, 1t is the Rashtriya Swayam-
sewak Sanzh (RS8) that won the leadership of the town
Fllndus by pretending to organise them for seif-defence and

ater playing on_ the spirit of retaliation for mass exter-
mination of the Muslims,

The RS8 and the Hindu Mahasabha today feel powerful
enough to ‘((leenly demand In thelr Press the Sangram and
Baljeet (Urdu papers from Delhil) gnd the Organiser (Eﬁ'
lishy) that Bakshi Tekx Chand, the Mahasabhite chief, sho
be the Governor of the East Punjab and Ral Bahadur Badri
Prasad Das, the RSS boss, should be made the Premier,

AIM OF THE AKALIS

In the countryside, the reactlouqa Aknll leadership ruled
the day through armed bands, eir political aim inside
the Eastern Punjab s to get a dominant hold over the Bast
Punjab Government,
In their tllegal leaflets {ssued In the name of the Gov-
ernment of Khalistan, and distributed en masse, they boast-
fully declars their alm of establishing Khalistan:

"Khalistan is the Empire of Khelsa as left by Mabharaja
Ranjit 8ingh, the Sher-i-Punjab, Every Khalsg must pledge
himself to this and nothing else.”

In fact, what they are plamunlg
the Blkh States and the 8ikh centra
around Patisla, 43 the base!

i3 & confederation of
districts of the Punjab
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The Punjab's officials have always been anti-national
and now all the old a’nti-peo%le bureaucrats are becoming
pro-RE8 and anti-Congress while the Sikh officers aré be-
coming pro-Akaii, ,

The leaders of both these reactionary communal 'org-
nisations are building systematic contact with all civil offi-
cers in key strategic places.

They are also planfully burrowing into the police force.
The Eest Punjab police was formerly dominantly Muslim
and after the transfer of the Muslims to the Western Pun-
jab the RSS and Akalls are recruiting their respectable
following into the officer cadre and their goonde gangs into
the rank and file of the police force. Thus the key admini-
strative offices in the Eastern Punjab would be packed
with anti-national elements,

Reaction is organised into armed bands, which functjon
in & co-ordinated manner with the police and the army of
chelr own community. And the danger does not stop here.
These armed bands have unfortunately been able through
terror and panie, to forge links with the patriotic mass.
Here lies the biggest singie danger.

The ambitions of these communal reactionaries are not
confined to the Esstern Punjab alone. Both the Mahasabha
and the Akalls are running a systematic campaign to dis-
eredit and run down the Nehru Government. Their com-
mon slogan s that the Nehru Government i3 neither pro-
técting the minorities in the Western Punjab nor letting
them retaliate against the Muslim minorities in the Eastern
Punjab, Their slogan is! Nehru must meet Aung San's fate.

In Delnl itsell the Mahasabha and the Akall circles are
running systematic whisper campaigns that Pandit Nehruy,
Maulana Azad and Rafl 8aheb must be removed from the
National Government,

We can treat these mad anti-national dreams of these
regetionary communal elements lightly only at our peril.
Reaction must be struck on the head. Its fangs are spread-
ing the poison too fast already.

In pelhl. the Mahasabha called for an observance of
Martyrs' Day on Aummt 30 for which leafiets were distri-
buted In thousands in the name of Jal Bharat in which it
openly called:

“Remember 30th August 1947 when you have o
observe Martyrs' Day, The day ‘should with mass
murder of Muslim children and women alike. Foreible
cocupation of the Muslim bulldings should be your ob-
jective. Set fire to Muslimy moheallas, but beware that
the fire doea not spread to Hindu Sikh localities.”

ik 'g:; National Government rightly and quickly banned

Az in the Indian Union, so in Pakistan, the danger from

extreme communalists, asli old pro-British elem‘enta. is

-~
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. In the be ing Mr, Jinnah and the mass of
eqmuunz lggggrs were t.ryigx?xxénto concentrate fire on the atro-
cities-in the Eastern Pl"la’?bi) completely ignoring the atro-

in the Western Yunjab .
cmagaont{lhe “Pakistan leaders, too, were faced with com-
lete pdministrative breakdown and the worst reactionaries
gagan denouncing the League leadershi itself for not tak-
Ing sirong measurss against the atrocities in the Bastern
Punjab. And they too began to make a bid for leading
places inaide Provineial and Central Governments,

It is the realisation of this grave situstion inside Pakis-
tan ltseal’f that led to the lzudable sentiments in Mr, Jinnah's
broadenst speech on August 311

“These decisions anc measures adopted by the spe-
cial conference should reassure the people of all
sommunlties that both the Pakistan and India Govern-
ments are detormined o put down ruthiessly these or-
gles and their far-reaching consequences. ... The civi-
lised world is locking uFon thesa doings and happenings
with horror and the falr name of the communities con-
cerned stands blackened in the eyes of the world."

The League citcles Inside Pakistan frankly admit among
shemselves and are serjousty worried about the following:

That Feroz Khan Noon is geting the worst provocatenr
atter he falled tp get & leading place in the West Punjab
Clovernment., :

That the armed Muslim National Guards In the Western
Punjab no longer listen either to the local or Provincial
League leaders but in alliance with the dponce function inde-
pendently x:galmtv the minoritles and were the opposite
number of the RS8 and the Akall bands.

The Pir of Manki S8harlf (whose father was ereated &
Pir by the -British for loyal services rendered) s already
in Lahore and is threatening the League leaders that he
will get his one lakh mureeds (religious disci tes), who took
active part in the rloting, to march into the astern Punjab,

He is also reported to be mobilising all the Pirs (Muslim

religipus heads) against Mr. Jinnah's declaration that Pa-
kistan will be n secular not a religious State and for the
right of the Plrs alone to dictate the Constitution of Pakis-
tan a8 a theocratic communal State.
‘ After the Britlsh Imperialists had laléd the basis, end
their own men sct the flames alight, the worst reactionary
elements have been raising thelr heads to challenge and
discredit the Pakistan and Indian Governments and endea-
vour to change them in a reactionary direction.

This is the imperialist design behind the Punfab riots.

The immediate necessity i3 to rouse the whole country

to-a realisation of the full significance and anin:
the Punjab riots, $ ol i g
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In one word, August 15 and sll that we had looked for
on that historic day 1s at stake,

The Punjab riots are being used by the imperialist agen-
cles to discredit both Indla and Pakistan, to prove that we
are incapable of ruling ourselves,

_ The BBC is running a campajgn of atrocity stories to
discredit Indian honour and boost up the British officers.
And yet the AIR relays this imperialist pro%aganda instead
of answering it back and cutting off the BBC altogether.

Tory papers like Beaverbrook's Daily Express are seree-
that the Punjab disturbances are due to the hasty
withdrawal of 8ri officers,

“Britain's 'precipitate renunciation’ of authority in
India on August 15 was n gamble with the lives of mil-
Hons, .. The horrors of the Punfab were the result of ‘a
hasty and clumsy policy’” (Bombay Sentinel, 2-9-47).

A UPA message from Washington, dated Au a1,
states that the Anglo-Amerlcan Joint Chiefs of Staff are
watehing to see that the Punjab riots do not become a
menace Lo the security of Scuth East Astn

IMPERIALIST HOPES

In other words, they are wamng ta see how far their own
military juniors, who unfortunately vet remain the leaders
and commanders of our armed forces, can carry on the riots
a0 that they may get an excuse for intervening as a ‘neu-
tral force' and getting a stronger grip over our defence.

The same message says that their diplomatic interest
2oes Lo show that disturbances !n India would méan that
we shall not be able to play our leading role In Asia,

This danger is real, Instead of Indla continuing to play
a0 active role against imperialist intervention in Indonesia
and Vigi-Nam, we are being threatened with imperialist
intervention ourselves.

Our international standing, our national honour abroad,
i3 at stake.

I have already indicated how the prestige and power
of our two Governments are at stake. The riots are a Bri-
tish-planned and British-inspired challenge through their
reactlonary stooges to our popular Governments,

Further, the peaceful relstions between Pakistan and
the Indian Union are st stake,

Our Party was the first to warn the country that the
British were plotting to turn partitioned Indis into two
hostile States. Today the threat is becoming an actual
menace.

One hundred and fifty border villages of the Bastern
Punjab have been moriar-shelled and occupled by Muslims
from the Western Punjab.
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Two hundred miles of the India-Pakistan border are

‘dangerously dizturbed, says the APL

hat. l&uown dtta:dl:d mportﬁs shat m:iﬂpaklstan Gov-
ernmen alleged aave supplied two 5 pOr person
in their border areas. The FPJ reports that t.go Epstern
FPunjab Government has asked the Nationu! Governmment
to send at least 10,000 arms to border villiges in the Bastern
Punjab to meet the daily ralds,

The urgent need of the hour is not for eitker Gavern-
ment to arm thelr border areas but for both Governments
0 gillsaxém ttéhos'e" that are armed, if we do not want two
hostile 3tates to grow up.

The greatest dan to the common pecple in hoth the
parts 15 of the rlots velng spread through atroclty stories,
rousing the spirit of retallation and provoking Ilncldents
through the hired gangs of the same réacuionary eloments.

Their eriminal alm 15 to divert the popular movement
awsy {rom the struggle sgainsy the blackmarket, liguidation
of vested interests and the beginning of national recons-
truction  which the whele country had demanded on
August 15,

gwnat we are faeing today is a British Inspired attack
by ail the counter-revolutionary forces combined agalnst
the advancing tide of the popular movement for the uud:
ing of democracy and the asdvanee towards full and Bnal
Ireedom.

Our international status, our national heritage, our
future, all are threatened,

DUTY OF US ALL

The Punjab stirs heroic memories In every heart.,

“Today it is bleedmg; burnl_lx_zsg. suffering and calls to all
of us for aid and not to let I puggn. overtalke any other
Province, We must act in ald of the Punjab and in our
own Interests. The two are one. v

(1) All support to Government. Reaction is threatening
our two Governments and it 18 the dutg of us all to rally
whole-heartedly and enthusiastically behind them and
pledge them our suppo:st,

it is a very geod glgn that the two Governments are co-
operaling closely. We muat demand the closest cooperation.

at way lies the shortest path to restoring peace and
establish(}x,ig, good relagions.

The primary efforis have got to come from the two
Governments themselves, so far as restoring peace within
the Punjab is concerned and also for mobilising the popu-
lar forces outside for any and eyery service regulred.

It 1s here that the great weakness les because the two
Governments are slill relying only on the bureaucracy
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which is rotten to the core and needs a drastic and imme-
diate purge.

There is no doubt that patriotic elements from within
the Punjab and all over the country will be willing to serve
tgle’ Government in any and every capacity if it gives the
[+ >

(2) Send New Troops. The Punjab riots, on both sides,
need guelling with firm military action.

The troops there are the very same that constituted
the Boundary Force and who have already been infected
withdciommnnal poison and have been guilty of the worst
asroelties.

The same Major General Ress who was the Comman-
der of the Boundary Force remains still in command of
the fame troops in the Indian Union areas of the Punjab
gzsltead of facing a court-martial for criminal neglect of

uky, _
1t is necessary to disarm and withdraw all these troops
and send the British officers back home.

The Immediate necessity Is for Pandit Nehru to appeal
Lo the patriotism of the In Army and send now
under picked loyal patriotle Indian officers, of whom there
are plenty, with orders to arrest and disarm all the armed
gangs and restore peace for the people who have been
terrorised or misled.

Together with this it s nee that both the Premiers
must cp(ﬁonl for an army of patriotic volunteers for service

sturbed areas together with the armed forces for
alding the task of rehabilitation, relief, ralsing masgs morale
and going all out to Aight provoeation and bring the mino-
rities back to thelr own homes,

Such is also the demand of all non-communal Co: 055~
men In the Punjab who are feeling utterly nu.sembrigrand
helpless, because by themselves they feel overwhelmed by
the eommunal elements,

(3) All Help to Refugees, A roblem of the
is that of the refugees. They ni“ngntpbo 'aasuredu:n 3‘&?&&’3
and all reasonable relief in camps run by all-parties’ com-
gnmees. This will at once reverse the present position when
the worst communal elements are exploiting the refugees
and using them for spreading atrocity tales.
theougs & Soimblbation bt .
t & combination of Government an
the faster we will work to a situation wgegof o
can go back to thelr homes in safety and security,

(4) Countrywide Exposure of Reacti 3
gl‘o lxl-gtallatlon can no longer be rougfztogy”:r%mm;grgégg

Inside the Indian Unlon it 1s the d :
India, stand for Progress and are pledg‘:?b%fﬁugshﬂd‘;hgme

cracy 1o rouse our people against dark communal elements,
the RS8S and the Akali leacders of the Punjab, and similar
elements in every province who would rouse the spirit otI
retallation, ) .

tan?side Paldstan we lopk forward to progressive Leaguers
seeking the cooperation of all popuiar elements and fig
their Noons, disarming the Muslim National Guards, an
warning the Pirs against the misuse of religicn.

In every town and district the initiative must come
from the Left In rousing the people sgainst the spirlt of
retaliation and all riot-mongers and firmly holding out that
our real battle is not one against the other but all together
againat the vested interests and for & new soclal order.

The Punjab Is a grave warning to us all, and all popu-
lar organisations outside the Province must go on record
gledging full support to the Government, volunteering all

elp in saving the Punjab and working for all-out united
efforts to keep the peace In their own areas.

This way we would have learnt our lesson and pledged

our duty anew,
T-8-47





