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in of Kashmir Probiem

sIN‘CE.AnM 15, 1947, Kashmir  offer and accordingly  a stand-still

“eyvents have unfolded the ag- agreement was concluded, the ques-

Tessive dis of tion of formal accession, however,
" remained still open,

This action of the Maharaja indi-
cates that at the very outset the
intention of the British imperialists
was to place the whole of Kashmir
and Jammu within the orbit of Pa-
kistan because they were afraid of
the advan, -anti-imperialist move.
ment in India which might lead to
the secession of the Indign Union
from the Britich Empire. They had
to doubt that Pakistan would re-
main within the British Enpire.

At "that time, the Conservative
Press in Britain made it plain that
: play if Kashmir could not remais “inde-~
ther and ageravate re- pendent”, the “natyra]” thing  for
munal hostilities in or-  her was to accede to Pakistan,
aintain their  domination The ruling eireles of India, head-
: ‘sub-continent and  oq by Nehru, representing the ca.
ibdirect control pitalists ‘and landlords, wanted to
i grab the rich territories of Kash-
mir for purposes of exploitation,
They therefore attempted to upset
the imperialist designs, within the
framework of the Mounthatten
a direct re- Plan, by winning over the Maha-
-  this plan, the  essence of Taja to their side, by promising him
. which is the preparation for & war that his tyrannical rule will conti-

: ﬁéﬁ"a‘f. the Soviet Union whose.  pue in Kashmir, by betraying the

border© begins - where'  Iashmir's democratic: movement in Kashmir,
s .- : To this end they made Sheikh
Abdulla enter a heinous compro-
mise with the tyrannical Maharaja,
and on the basis of this compromise
got him released from jail. They
then persuaded the Maharaja to ac-
cede to the Indian Union and used
Sheikih Abdulla to give a demo-
cratic garb to this  accession, to
screen its treacherous character,

“Seeing that the Indian bourgeois
Government was  upsetting their

7 laid plans, d finding
the moves of the Indian Gov-

(This is a reprint article which appeared
in CROSSROADS of January 6, 1950)
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ernment could not be counteract,ed.

within the framework of the Mount-
batten Plan, imperialism brought
thout the invasion to gain their
own ends.

On October 22, .l94.7 2,000 waz-
L1013 eompc-sed of tribesmen
with the aid of the Pakistan Army
invaded the territory from the West
Punjab and the North-West Fron-
tier Province of Pakistan,

The British hand behind ‘the in-
vasion can he easily seen. -.

In the West Punjab and the North-
West Frontmr Provinee, wherefrom
the invasion was organised, there
were British Governors, Mudie and
Cunningham  respectively. Cun-
ningham was subsequently replac-
ed by A. Dundas.

Almost all the key men in the
Pakistan Army and the Civil Ser-
vice were British officers.

Two British officers,, Brigadier

Seott and Mr, Powel, were very ac-
tive at the time of the invasion on
the border of Kashmir, in the Pa-
kistan area between Rawalpindi and
Siallkot, just where the invaders
were mobilised for the attack. (Peo~
ple's Age, Vol, VI, No. 19).
. Brigadier Scott was the Com-
manding Officer of the Dogra Army
of the Maharaja of Kashmir in the
year 1946, Mr. Powel was the Ins-
pector-General of Police in the
State of Kashmir and Jammu in
the same period.

Both of them played notorious
parts in suppressing the great up-
rising of 1946, led by the National
Conference of Kashmir and Jammu.

Brigadier Scott, just on the eve
of leaving Kashmir in August 1947,
visited Poonch on the pretext of
examining its defence. It must be
remembered that Poonch' was the
first to fall into the hands of the
invaders.

The complicity of Buttsh officers
itl this invasion was practically eon-
firmed by Sir A. Dundas, the Gov-
ernor of the NWFP, in his state-

Paris report of the: (o
This report contams._th
passage i

. .The movement of tubcﬁ
men mto Kashmir had act to
be canalised through }us» Proving,
in -order to avo:d

tory of Pakistan, Eu:;ther. he said
that -fribesmen: obk ;
from - local sources

Report of UNCIP, Page: 22)

This account makes it plam that &
the Afridis, Ma]'xsuds ‘and Mah- -

munds who invaded: Kashmir were

under ‘the command of British offi-
cers and with arms and. ‘equipments

from Pakistan. It has now been

admitied by the Government of @ -
Pakistan  that Pakjstan troop:z i
equipped with uptodate ' arms ac-
companied the tribesmen ane'l d1d5 :
. the fighting. :
In order to understand the trua:'-'-'

character of the invasion, one must
recall the traditional British po!:cyz
pursued: for about two centuries
respect of the Frontier  tribes

for Kashmir, 5 liE !
In order to subjugate these tribes

men,. British planes systematmaﬂy‘. 25
hombed: their tevyitories vear after = -
year and simultaneously a number
of chieftains were enslaved by offer-
ing them pensions from the Indian =
exchequer. On the gve of India’s
partition these. chigifains organised

a pro-Pakistan megiement: among_- ze

the tribesmen. J

It is these chieftains who orga—'
nised raiders on behalf of British-

military officers and led them for

the establushment of “Azad_ Kash— 2

mir”. It is ‘che samg ctuefﬁau;x_
have now .led the -:ravolt 4
Pakistan and have ‘se
Pathanistan” in the :
area betweun the N'WFP ancl ;

-

'chtofmam

Abdulla at its head. : ;
"By October 26, the. invaders were
at ‘the outskirts . of Srinagar]  the

eir
t'.nn over colomal people

‘];he hwasmn of Kashmir V2 fton
“iier tribesmen falls within the cate-

gory of stzc:h :mperzahst machma
~tions,

1unal ‘re-
t:s sentrments of the peaple of -

fullsr exploitt:d to’ incite the
@n uprising, On Octoher 33L, 1
ol‘ﬁcars organised an unrmmg in

Sheikh Abdulla, ‘the leader of
the Kashmir National = Conferer

‘was. released from’ ‘prison ‘at ‘the
_pressure of the people. Within a
‘month of his release, the imperial-

'wi-sponsoreci invasion: began, -
On .the eve of the mvasmn, the ‘l:

e bl
binet:. was: formed wu;h

-capital of the State, The. Maham]a
with his 10,000 troops fled to Jam-
i, The: bankmptcy of the feudal
rlitle was . lmd bare before the peo-
ple.

Defence of Srinagar was taken

- up by the People’s’ Guard organised

by the National Conference, -
‘The first detachments of the Po-
pular Guard were formed on Octo-

. ber 26, At once they marched out-
enemy,

~of the city to meet” the
" Skamishes’ took place i

‘the wvici~

* nity ofthe! airfield. Accu;-dmg th
:he des::r:ptmn of an e!re-witness,' _

‘I:!mu.ltanenulyl hlwi.tfl. -the uwaalnm: _dis

‘the Northern areas of Kashmu wez' :
b | rialists with whom the Govemment

ON Septembur 29 194;,

- busy looting to attack the - ‘capital
.‘-.!_nnmedmtely, ‘and time work fa

°1948),

= «
- 'Wﬂhm"a :short wfuke

 Guard on the one side and the P.
-on the other . side.

sie plan—nmnely, the cnntrol of ‘the
strateglcally zmpnr’cant Northern

aggresslve deéxgr.ls. of British pe-

+of Pakistan collaborated fx:om tha
Very: begmnmg ; 3

“'I‘he invaders, however. were tcm:.

Kashmir,” (New Témes.

. The first battalum of the Indxa.n

tured Baramula,

From then, the war contmued ;
for 14 months between the Indian
troops and the Kashmir = Popular

kistan' troops and’ the tribal ra:.ders

The war was the :esult of die
- rect military intervention of Bri--
tish imperialism in the national
affairs of the Kashmiri peaple,.

and _fm_' 14 months the war drag-

tion continued to operate in. & '
rmus g'ulses and ‘forms. S




‘' The deveiopment of the
offensive would be bound to lead
the troops across the Pakigtan
- horder, in as much as the ‘invad-
ers made it their habit to retire
“across -this border when pursued.
This, the Indian  rulers feared,
might enable the interested Paw-

ent Indm, instead of Pakistan,
the “aggressor’™. ©
Unq_uestmnab!y, too, there were
anstances of hidden sabotage on
art of the High Command,
¢ s controlled by Brit]sh
and by Indians ‘who were

was -to the interest of the
actionaries that

ers in the United Nations to re- -

ﬁri_tish -placiamen; And, fin-

ceupied by Indian. troops.
cundltmns, Shelkh Ab-

thé_ democratic.
ed by the National Conference.”
From the above accoumt it is

clear that the underlying cause

of the war in- Kashmir consisie
in the fact that the Anglo-Ame-
rican’ imperialists aimed at con-
verting Kashmir into a link in

the chain of military bases with

which: they are making. frantic

efforts to Surrouind  the

Union. They are specially inter-

ested in the strategic

districts. of Gilgit, Chitral amd
the neighbouring ateas.

Nehru could not, of course, pur-
sue the invaders in this region and
at the same time keep India with-
in the British Commonwealth

which is nothing but a war bloc of
the dimperialist war-mongers, He

placed the issue before the TIN
Security Council in December 1947,
and thereby invited dn-ec‘c A.mcl":eq‘n
intervention.

The People’s Age

1848, in the following words:—

"Nuﬂnng can be more suicidal
Security -
Council' of the UNO. The policies
of the UNO today are dominated
by Ang,lo—Amencan ‘Powerspoli- -
~ ties, though the ‘Soviet Union and,
the:democratic countries are wag~ =
- ing a heroic ‘struggle in the inté-. -
rests of the ‘freedom of nations.-
The call to the UNO is thus & call
" toiimperialist intervention—a: call
- toAmerican imperialism to dnter. |
 wvene in Kashmxr” {Peop!eﬂ Age- i
'Vol VI, No 28)

than reference to  the

movement head-

Soviet

Northern:

warned the
people against this peril in J énuar_l_r' ]

i T

“ Al the very oufset, the American

- and  British representatives in ' the

Security Council proposed to set up
a Commission with wider jurisdic-
tiori than Kashmir and it was nam-
od LN, Commission ‘for India and

- Palcistan ‘instead of UN. Commis-

‘siont for Kashmir. Pakistan aided
this procedure by indicating its in-
tention’ to bring such other issues
as Junagadh and Hyderabad before

Hhe Cnmrmssmn if such a mecessity

ar
The-Secur:ty Couneil accepted the

; canientmn of Pakistan and set up
. a Commission with wider terms of
'='r59£erenca which could justify  in-
“terviention on ‘every issue concern-
: -?ng dzsputm betweenn India and Pa-
distan in order fo put pressure upon

Bath for the partition of Kashmir to
which both were apposed, as both
wantad the whole of Kashmir, The
“atfier purpose was to put India and

. Palistan on equal footing without
. reepgnising Pakistan as the agpres-
sor—which was India's comphznt

—Aftar patting this measure passed

= ssn-:l thus securing- the initial ad-
- vantage for American intervention,
the Amglo-»Amencan delepates pro-
‘posed that a five~niember commis-
= 5ion He get up for the purpose, The
- Hoviet delegat;

Ly l ¥

Dr{posed this pro-

he Anglo -

w

at the initial stage. A five~-mem-
ber Commission was set up packed
with mémbers belonging .to the
Anglo-American bloc with the sole
exception of. the member from
Czechoslovakia.

The UNCIP (United Nations
Commission for India and Pakis-
tan), in the first stage of its nego-
tiations worked for an immediate
cease~fire and laid down the condi-
tions for it in its resclution dated
Augustr13, 1948. In this resolution -
it 'was stipulated that the Pakistan
lorces were to be withdrawn from
the area they had occupied and the
withdrawal of the Pathan raiders
effected. In the rest of the area the
disposition of the Indian and State
forces were to be determined in
consultation between the Commis-
sion and the Indian Government.

The snag in the August 13
proposal of UNCIP - was this—
that it did not mention anything
about the “Azad Kashmir Fos-
ces”. This was the first step to

give recognition to the “Azad
Kashmir Government” compris-
ing the northern areas on the

horders of the Soviet Union and
China.

On the basis of the Commission's
Aupust 13 resolution, cease fire was
effected on January 1, 1948, af-
ter 14 months of warfare.

The sinister motive behind the
August 13th resolution of UNCIP be-
came clearer when on January 5,
the Commission adopted another

“resolution which further strength-

ened the position of the “Azad
Kashmir Forces” .as a recognised
“political element”. The regolution
of January 5, inter alia, states:—
“All ecivil and military authori-
ties -within the State and the
principal political  elements with-
in the State will be reguired to
_cooperate with the plebiscite ad-
mmlr;tmtor 111 the preparatton for




_Iission in its reply

and the holding of the _pIebisci}e.”

This resolution plainly . legalises

tiie. existence of the Azad Kashmir
rovernment as .a “principal politi-
cal element” and the Azad Kashmir
Fouz as one of the “military- autho=
rities” within . the State,
- It order
eritical nature of the Commission’s
manoeuvres one must recall that
After the August 13th resolution was
presented to the Government of In.
dia, Nehru raised the point - about
the Azad Kashmir Force, The Com-

dated August

25 stated that the question might be

examined when the
August 13, 1948 was

resolution of
implemented.

The January 5th resolution of the

F:ommmsion reduced the August 25
ielter to a scrap of paper and the
Azad Kashmir Fouz remained inge-

talled in power in the

Northern

i area with the connivance of UNCIE,

The manoeuvres of the UNCIP

have produced the results intended.

As Dr. Chyle,
member of the .
pointed out in his minority report,

the Czechosloval
Commission, has

The ‘Azad forces’ meanwhile Erew

by the spring of 1949 into 32 dis-

{ i

which,
by the

T

iplined and fully armed battalions
according to an. evaluation
military adviser of the Com.
nission, represent g ‘formidable

foree’”

What a formidable force it is can

be gauged from the following ad-

mission of Sardar Ibrahim

p

Khan,
vesident of the Azad Kashmir Go-

vernment: —

“During the nine months that
have elapsed since the cease fire
in Kashmir, the Azad Kashmir
Government has reorganised: their
foreces and now -they are a hun-
dred times better than what they
were when they had first risen in
arms against Degra Rule.” {Pq-

kistan: Times, Oct, 11, 1949).
Besides, under the  cover of
UNCIP  negotiations  for iruce

to understand the hypo="

Gilgit ‘and Slardu

: "l:fer ‘%}Qe cox—
trol of ' British offictals,

 possessed by reactionar
enjoying. the patronage
American  war-mongers. - Trul
speaking, it is an Ang o-Ameri
can military outpost  nick
“Azad Kashmir”

Having achieved this, ‘the UNCIP
has withdrawn from ‘the. scene by
making a recommenc]_a.}_iom;-fgx;. the

arbitvation of the Kashmi
by Admiral Nimitz, The -
of thig arbitration p oposal becomes
clear when one follows the deve-
lopment. that Ted tof the report fof
the Commission i1 -December 1949,

The * Conuriission'  convened = a |
meeting to be  held on “ August
22, 1949, with the ‘Trepresentatives:
ol the Govc'l'nmpmg""of'.t_ha__ ~Indian
Union and Pakistan. This meeting
was dramatically” cancelled ‘on  the
ground that the Pakistan' Govern:

ment refused to diseuss the! qu
tion of the Azad Forces while the :
Government of India wanted thig. 5
issue to be included in the agenda,.
On August 81 came Truman's © |
letter to Nehru and q:iEScptgmbe_t-'-"_l?‘
Attlee’s letter, Both the letters pres= "
sed upon Nehru to accept arbitra-
tion. Dr. Chyle,. the= Zechasloval
member-of the Commission, has re- |
vealed that “the secvat’ ‘arbitration:
offer of ‘the Comumission was, before
being presented to the-Governments.
of India and Pakistan, placed at the
disposal of the Governments of the:.
USA and the United Kingdom, an:
President Truman and the Brit;
Prime Minister, Mr. A 16,400 8y
chronised -action, made use:of it
a public interventionavy. nressur

This ‘intervention:
further str_eng'thened'-by e p

el

" Thig' comment is more e

tlee. It reveals that

.| Pakistan.

:to be considered as be
stion that’ Kashmir i
India, why di

Janfary

thesis  before his Gavernment ac-

- cepted the regolution but he can -

E hardly do so ‘now.

“than the letters of Truman a
ithe:

e

legal _and constitutional sanction 1o
the militarised Northern zone.

the' significance  of
‘arbitration in the following words:

= “The way is being laid for' an

award in. Kashmir similar to Rad-® *
= dliffe Award, | The, Kashmir Com-. -

~ mission, tired 'of failures but still
‘obstinate, has iow proposed arbi-
“tration| by’ Admiral Nimitz:on all’

isputed points,

- forth in support  of: this proposal
from. President Truman ‘and Pre-

| mier Attlee, thus exposing finally

.open Anglo-American interest in -

the Kashmir “dispute” (Nation,
Septid, 1949) 5 T 2

The- same journalist - pointed out

. that Truman’s Dressure .was accom-
©:panied by the offer to get India

- elected toithe Security Council pro-
vided she settled her quarrel with
‘The journalist further
‘says—"It is significant’ that' Presi-’
rent Truman's letten to: Pandit Neh-
i was delivered by the American

Ambassador on the very day. Gene-- .. -
- ralCarigppa  was decorated ~ with =

“the American award “Legion of Me-

. rit”, degree of Chief Commander,
Dr. Chyle's minority report: is'a

historie document which " has- un-

3 masked the Commiission  so ~tho- -

of . August. -
- 1948 ‘and. 1949: " Nehru
 might have advanced -his ‘present:

or in other tbords,

ppeals have'come

% member of the “Commissio
lared; :

An Indian nationalist jg.i:z,-_n_':'ﬂ_iéi. %
~bas expressed the ;

 and People’s Democrati

Dr,

the offer of

. tion.all preliminary. - condition
“ment.must be-observed,

~* states of the UN. teck a similar’
- rcourse of action' {o that = of the

" of the appropriate organs: of the

- The course of discussion . on
atbitration. of the.

FZpce. agreementisto.; whichi Gitl

e ot e .

of reference—made it
deed, ‘that the Comm
‘not free from outside

it was toact

. "The intexrvention by Presiden
Truman-and the British Prim
Minister;” Mr. Attlee, : 3
made possible on. the b
precise and - timely: “info
\emanating from the = Commissic
itself.! {The Xashmir dispute, ho

‘ever, is an affair of the whole
rum of the UN, and in its solu

and guarantees of its ju

' seftle

“If ‘every one of the member

US.A. and the United Kingdom
in their interventions with abso- -
lute disregard of the competence

U.N., each and every n’l_edig_t_ql;y =
action would. be ‘made impossible-
and the UN. would be seriously
undermined.” - = =
It is thus amply clear; from
undispated facts, that the Anglo-

bordering: én.._ ¢ Sovie




that this northern zone has been
-militarised with “the su
‘connivance of the
. dominated by

right under the nose of 2 U.N. Com- dng forced to make

for a “peaceful
Eashmir problem a3 if the alterna-
tive js—either war ‘with Pakistan or
compromise with the U.N, Seccurity

It is not for any affection for Is-
lam that the American authorities
.are giving protection to the
Force, they are only manoeuvring
to establish their own hold over the
people of the Northern region. If
appeasing Pakistan it is

de Anglo-American
 interests, that these interests are
- undermining the principles of
‘U.N. and making  intervention-
ary pressure on India
American arbitration.
What is the conclusion that fol-
lows from these facts?
! follows—that - Anglo-
nerican imperialists aim
nversion of the Northern area as
olony and a military
. our great neighbours
oviet Union and the People’s
Republic of China on whose borders
e aforementioned territory is si-

: _Ilici:ﬁféstable‘facts give a totally
“different picture of the whole affair:

It is a fact that before the rai-
ders from Pakistan began the
invasion of Kashmir, the majority
of the people of Kashmir were ag-
- ainst Pakistan, apainst the Muslim
- League and loyal supporters of the
Kashmir National’ Conference led by
“Abdulla, If the people were
and all powers were given to
 the: National Conference, the raid-
—ei5 could not have made any head-
- way. The demand of ‘the Kashwmir
. National Conference
—arming of the Popular Guards but
. Hehru was uncompromising on this
- issue, he preferred to send troops
ut not atms to the people.

First, the area in question is on
the berder of’ Pakistan, the
communication link of this area is
with Pakistan. -Therefore, the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan must he kept
contented and a willing, partner it
this area is to be used as a military
base 'in a war against the Soviet
Union and China, !

Secondly, the tribal  and semi-
tribal people who inhabit this area

~are Muslim by religion; cooperation
of these people in a war against the
Soviet. Union cannot be secured ex-
cept by exploiting ' their ;
prejudices by means.of Islamic de--
 magogy, it is'a job which can pa
entrtisted 1o the Goverhment of Pa~-

an American c

was for the

= look at the map will convince
body of the strategic importance '
the areas comprised by the prin-
ipalities of Gilgit, Swat, Dir, Hun-
2a and Nagar, with a tribal popula-
on of about 1% million, niore than
onie=third of the State of Kashmir
and Jammu, '
That is exactly the reason which
‘explams why the Anglo-Ame-
an-hloe in UNO was opposed to
he Soviet proposal for a Commis-
sion of the whole Security. Council
sonsible to itself, why the Com-
nission, omitted any reference
e Azad Kashmir Fouz in its Aug-
(1948) resolution; why it dra~

Tt is a fact 'ﬂiat:_the vast majo-
rity of the people of Kashmir
Valley are hostile to the Mahavaja
te/ raiders’ from Palistan fui-
ised this sentiment by anti-
ja demagogy. - Leaders: ;
mir National
in

Thirdly, unity of  these
with the people of Central Kashmir
who have a' glorious tradition of de~

- mocratie struggles 'will be a4 mes
anti-democratic  was

nace to the
preparations, &
1 the' Government of Pa-
‘being utilisedto put pres-

sure upon. the Kashmir
_ Conference for surrendering  the

ber, 1949) they demanded that both
the Governments be heard by the
Security Council instead of empo-
weripz the Canadian member to
negotiate with them and a new com-
mission of the wholé Security
Council be set up. On both
the oceasions Nehru's representa-
tives accepted the offer of the Ang-
lo~American bloc and thereby faci-
litated its wirepulling,

Kashmir could not be defend-
ed without arming the people of
Kashmir, without overthrowing
feudal despotism and without
transferring land to the tillers, by
abolishing landlordism without
compensation. But the leadership
of the Indian National Congress
opposed, at every step, such a de-
mocratic transformation of Kash-
mir.

In a Press conference in Delhi
held on September 29, 1948,
Sheikh Abdulla is reported to have
said that “neither was his stand
against the ‘ruling Powers' of the
Maharaja getting adequate backing
nor was his bold and progressive
economic programme in the State
receiving full approval.” (Nation,
October 2, 1948).

Commenting on the reactionary
attifude of the Indian National
Congress, a representative of the

Nation writes; —

. strategic Northern area to the Ame~
rican impetialists. They are simul-
taneously manoeuvring: to - come 'to
terms with the Indian Governmen
- Their aim is to make all the th

- parties—Government . of Pakistan

~Government and | Kashm

al Conference—to come fr
d surrender the  strategic
areas: to them, - AL

celléd the joint meet--
; _1?_4.5_._!,;. as 'soon as.

ffices under the
all ‘agitation

’.iﬁtér_\'féri‘cigiiaﬁ: _pressure for
1OV A ToM s Wt

ite - of People’s
érvened, On

row info a ' formidable
“of 32 _fu_lIyi armed battalions, .

“This is most serious....This
means, if anything, that in ths
opinion of Sheikh Abdulla, India
will lose the plebiscite in Xash-
mir if she does not concentrate on
the political and economic watr. It
means that all our sacrifices, the
many precious heroic lives lost in
Kashmir, the huge money spent,
the great hardship borne by our
people, the high principles we
have endlessly cherished and

' championed will come to naught
only because of our soffness for



a Mahara;ia ané all thathe stands

- for, for our refusal to back Ah-

dulla in h:-; sOClo-economic  pro- -
October 2, .

gramme.”  (Nation,
1948} . 5
The Patel-Nehru Government

made the promise that the raiders
would be driven out from the whole
of Kashmir, but they had also given
the pledge to the Maharaja and the
landlords of Kashmir that their po~
wers, privileges and interests would
be protected. As.a result the Gov=
ernment of Sheikh Abdulla  was
forced to make compromises with
the feudal order and lose the sym-
pathy and support of the people.
It follows that during the 14

months of war in Kashmir,
Nehru failed to drive * out the
raiders from the WNorthern area
becaunse he refused to accept the
democratic demands of the Kash-
miri people and during the last
1Z months of the cease fire, he
refused to support the democra-
tic .solution offered by the repre-
sentatives of the Soviet Union
and the People’s Democracies. It
is his hostility to the democratic
camp which has transferred the
full initiative to Anglo-American
imperialists with whom Nehm
faithfully collaborates.

How concretely General - Mc-
naughton will solve the problem of
the Azad Force it is difficult to pre-
diet; it is gquite possible that he

Pa kistan

HE Governiment of Pakistan and
home
and abroad are shouting hoarse that
their fight is for the “abolition ' of

their representatives at

* ean imperialists w :
want, until the peopl
Palkistan and Kashmir
problem. in the i
- national ‘interest. :
The path that Iehru has chosem
is not the peaceful ‘path, but® th
path ‘chalked outby-the most rapa

e .
’cherefore - request:
ceept. the ~democratic

" The. hypocrlsy contam

cious warmongers, the Anglo-Ame :;;;i;;f"gg o
¢ vican -imperialists, and. “its sueccess Sistan becomés__.__ s

will only strengthen:the camp

war against the camp: peace; it
At present -the -Anglo-American ' _g‘;:gm“;;?o ~ ;
authorities are putting pressure: © reement with ik Mahami'

upon the Indian Government to re
main satisfied with?. part ‘of Kash~
mir and surrender,the —Northerm
area either to Pakistan or directly
to America in the intevest  of the
{'‘common eauss” against the demo-
cratic forces of South East Asia, ag~
ainst “Communism’ as it is called,
Truman’s call for this «
cause is an alluring appeal to
on account of its'*larg -'wcrl o
; lext” than the interes _f-'t.he Kaah
“miri people who want 1o twerthruv»
Princedom.
Nehru, the cusmopcht;an. will za-
ther choose to sacrifice half of Kach
mir to the American” monupolxsts
than the throne of the Dogra Prin
hecause: the former course
ponds to the interests of the ‘class
he represents but.the. latter is op~
posed ‘o his interests; hecause “he
ic'a collaborator of Angio-Amenm-__ :

: resentatives  often c.omnutted. L g e
: il?i;msseelves ‘to the accession of Kash:
‘mir to Pakistan,“that the Govern-!
“ment of Pakistan gave ‘full support
" to the Nizam of Hyderabad until his
. resistance to. joining Indian . Union: © &
lmd bmken down that t.he ‘hi‘%dl-;

us=

3 There was no response Tom: th :
Goyernment: of Pakmtan : amy £
its spokesmen ; -

T lmu.t the war. ‘in Kashnu
:tg ﬂ:leg arrival “of the UNCIP Te
: presentatweb of the Pakistan: Gov
_ermgnent denied any. Jinle bet
“fhe Pakistan Government' -
army’ with' the raiders i
It is significant’ thav the
about. the ‘Pakistan troops ﬁghtmg
§n Kashmir was made only aﬂei
. some’ p'u'leys with' the mem‘pers of

Eiq UNC

Thc ‘Goyernment. of Pakast,@n
15 gmlty of “aidihg the. ‘An i
American imperialist. Powers
set up a war base. between the

D
: other States - that' ]omed Pakls-— '_
" tan, the feudal Rulers.are. still i
- power, and that even in the North=
~ ern vegion of Kashmir occupied by
* the Azad Forces. local chleftams
ixave not been overthmwn

The Pakistan Govemments tle-
: magogy .about a plebmmte for Kash-
mir is as much a bluft as their anti- .
“‘Maharaja.  demagogy. thg_ 7
- Azad Forces. were installed in the

* Until

5 on with the: help of : : &
g "'gfiilﬁuz;a?tilry officers, the Gov- = borders of Pak:s\‘an 33“1 Tﬁt‘ r{t
erniment of Pakistan, the' Muslim -k}stan, to. estabhsh a militarist re-:

Govt

League and . the Kashuiir @Iushm gime . in the regmn Compmgfi _
-Conference were all opuosed to b

i Poonch, ~ half of -
“ plebiscite, not only: for Kashmir but '-ahl?u;’laagzih ahd' G‘llg
_for anywhere in India for the settle- AL C s
ment of_ the: Hmdu—Mushm differ-

Princedom in Kaahmir *md that_
stand for a plebiscite 1o dete
the future of thq State. . This

ate as on- Octoher 31, 1947 :
_'nine days after the inyasion




csy g

A Kashimie

since the cease-
fire, 1

many peasant. demonstrations took
place in the Azad Kashmir area in
‘the first half of 1949 for abolition
qf landlordism, These  demonstra-
tions were ruthlessly suppressed.
Buch atrocities are

v The Muslim League leaders of
: Pak 1l are concealing from the

masses the inhuman atrocities that
-are being committed on the pegple

being  com-

; .il_'lhabiﬁn‘g_ the Azad Kashmir area mittled on dlie Mnasses by the 23
; It i.?,Sigﬂiﬁcant to note that the calleg Atz};d Kashmir Gové:pmgnt
“Muslim Conference in this ares has o b Goyernment i nio-

heen renamed: National Conference
-'.bgpa_us_e_ the people, despite all de-
-magogies of the Muslim Conference
leaders, have not lost their ect
_ dor the democratic traditions of the
National Conference of Kashmir

wwand Jammu,
~Sometime back thers was a report
‘rom Gilgit that the people: there
. Were starvingidue to acute food cri.
sis. & big demonstration ook place
against “Mushtag Gurmani when he
went to the place 'sometime in the
- middle of this year. The demons.-
tration was ruthlessly suppressed

thing but a puppet in the hands of
Anglo-American imperialist Pow-
ers, who have commissioned them
ito build up a war base in this area
against the Soviet Union, the
friendly neighbour of India and Pa-
l_c_:stz_m',_ the leader of the anti=im-
perialist camp and the Socialist
State of workers'and peasants,
- The ‘hallow of “Azad Kashmir”
raised by the leaders of Pakistan
Muslim League'is already losing its
‘glamour Jamoeng the people of the -
~Azad Kashmir area, the people
there have sympathy for the Soviet

cution of the American plan. -

"HE National Conference of Kashe.
mir and Jammu had always heet:
; head ‘of the people’s strug=

of the Kashmir Nationial Conference
j_:.‘_(iThg_ }I\I;hlfu Governiment persuad~
oar o thes _ ed the Maharaja to release Sheikh
_-g}g- .a_a__gamst,_Br_x_t:.?l_l_ rule, feudal Abdulla only on September 29,1947,
dandlords ‘and the Maharaja.. The ‘when they found that the NMaha-
mass struggles led by the National ; : :
Conferenca: was always a part = of
: ’-é._;--eom_mop struggle  for na-
Hotial liberation. | :

‘the people to fight Pakistan, “when
“the question of Kashmir joining one
; el S .. Of the Dominions became acute,
_The. great uprising led by the - Immediately  after his. relea:
Jational Conference i “with . Sheilh Abdulla” declayed
e slogan “Quit  Rashmir” was = of the National Conferer

uthlessly suppressed by the Maha-
raja with whom “the leaders of ‘the
dfdian National  Con,

4 : d  people and hatred for the local
.:-gdaﬁan?;y }eaﬂeezs Wwere arrest- feudal lords; this state ofe affa(':?s :
. “imprisoned. .. 15 a stumbling block =+ e-

it :Aggqrgzng- to. reliable reports, o AR A

~ Sheikh Abdulla Govt.
~ Yield: Pressure

raja had not the: capacity ‘to rouse

13

Iashmir, the National Conference
headed by Abdulla was installed in
power but it was forced to compro-
mise with Princedom under pres-
-sure from. the Government of In-
dia headed by Nehru. Brought in-
; to power on the strength of the po-
& pular movement, Abdulla surrend-
Al ered to pressure and. the feudal
Pirncedont was saved. This result-
ed in the growing isclation of the
National Conference leadership from
the toiling people who felt that the
‘Quit Kashmir’ moyement had been
betrayed by the very leaders who
had led it. SRR
The rernment of the National
Eonference introduced a mumber of
~ agrarian reforms that ‘were hailed
by the people as progressive mea-
~ ‘sures.. Most important of these re-
{orms are: (1) Aholition of the non-
- hereditary type of jagirdari system
- (2) Legislation for the eclection of
- village officials in place of heredi-
- tary namdars and zilledars (3) Re-
- gulation of Produce rent to 1j4th of
- ‘the produce,
- “The raiders from Pakistan had to
_popular: resistance from even
uslim -masses in  Central
Lashmir despite their religious de-
Thagogy, because these progressive
eforms roused the enthusiasm of

PR =

he Government of
and the popular
ational Confer-
put into practice.
d his colleagues
to the pres-
overnment and
complete aboli-
andlordism and
tillers.

me. 1t was based on the recogni-
tion of social reforms, economic
equality and political freedom as
the essential pre-requisities of a
truly democratic society,”

But he had withheld the truth
from the session and did not tell the
delegates why the programme of
New Kashmir was not being imple-
mented and who was preventing
him, He did not even disclose that
amount of truth which he had let.
out on September 29, 1948, at a
Delhi Press conference ahout the
obstruction of the Indian Govern-
ment.

Thereality is that Sheikh Abdul-
la’s Government is not imple-
menting the New Kashmir pro-
gramme beyond some petty reforms.

The following passage reproduced
from a report submitted by two res-
ponsible workers who investigated
the eonditions of the working class
in Kashmir, will show how Ahdul-
la Government is violating the pro-
gramme of New EKashmir in the in-
terest of the reactionaries: —

“There are about ten thousand
vegetable growers in the city.

Most of them are organised in

their union ecalled ‘Maliyar Asso-

ciation’. , , .These people grow ve-
getable on the lands which mostly
belotig to landlords, In the month
of March (1949) landlords began
to eject them from their lands as
usual. These people formed vo-
lunteer bands in every halga in
order to resist the landlords and
agitated for the confiscation of all
lands. Moreover these people de~
manded from the Government that
the anti-ejection ordinance ghould
be applied to this class as well. Tt
should be noted that the anti-
ejection ordinance has not been
applied to them., They are an
iexception. Many, clashes took
place between landlords and Ma-
liyars.  Police intervened on be-
‘half of the landlords. There were
“fights even with the police.”



The report adds that 700 crimi
cages were instifuted against the

aliyars, ;

A correspondent .of New Times,
who had visited Kashmir twice after
the invasion began, writes:—
“How the mood of the city's
ulation had changed since
Wovember! Where were the en-
thusiasm and fighting spirit  that
had carried away both town-follk
and peasants? It had given way
to disillusionment : and despon-
dency. The peasants, disappoint-
ed in their hope that the abolition
of the jagirdar holdings would be
fpllowed by the apolition  of
landed proprietorship generally,
grumbled and complained they
could not understand what had
come over Sheikh Abdulla.  ‘The
workers and handicraftsmen de-
manded jobs. The intellectuals,
who had been counting on the
abolition of the monarchy and the

Tasks For Democratic Forces
In Kashmir, India & Pakistal

#a N the burning . issue _relating
B to the Kashmir problem, correct
fead. was given by the People's Age:
from January 1948
In its issue dated January 1,
1948, it was emphatically pointed
out that @ E
“The game of Pakistan reaction-
ries and of the imperialist war-
mongerers can be easily defeated
if the peasant masses of Kashmir
are assured that feudal autocracy
and jagirdari will be liguidated,
ijand will be given to the tillers
and the complete right of seli-de-
tormination granted to the various
nationalities that compose Kash-
mir.
¢ ashmir can be saved only by

wrinning over the peasants and end--

ing feudal autocracy. The reaction-

~life in Kashmir, th
" correctly remarked:
ment of the Kash
the National - { !
brought about: the change
Government in October 1847, Wwas: &
progressive - and democratic mass
movement.”
: observed; -

- fervention who have :'r_w_ac}_.fgc'l---thgi

'the -policy of |appeasemens: |
Maharaja pursued:

establishment
public, were g5
(New Times, No. 40, 1948
From his personal exp

Then: he. “correctly

“The people of Kashm
iwo. enemies - :the forces

territory, and the Indian reaction

ries, who are oul fo ‘restore the
rule of the Maharaja. The Kash-

mir patriots have still to join with
the peoples-of all India in a com
mon  struggle against’

ary policy of the Pakistan Govern-
ment can be defeated by =d9£¢-"‘ti‘h¥g
: e

iy 2 AL
Union Government and by~ really
liberating the peasants.” - - =
In People’s Age, dated 24, 1948,

it was clearly pointed out that
“Imperialism, the Indian Govern-=

ment _and the leadership of “the:
Kashmir National Conference, each

is fighting for its own interests with-

in fhe framework of a compromise, .
the push and pull exercised by each
against the other is; restrqi:iﬂd-'t‘i"ihg 5

their common interest to save
reactionary class alliance @
the rising tide of agrarian re
tiona Tt 3 e
“he Kashmir problem has.:
tharefore, been: solved, even to.
day. The raidersaie still opezra

© ' “The task before the(

reaction,
religious chauvirgsm and feudal =

slavery, for genuine demoeracy." -
] - ({Ihid)s

S e Cobed g A

rev) ealedtu,the utmost.”’
- It then gave the slogans: -

" surrender of Gilgit;

Arms to the People and Land fo:
ﬂ\%}-}Tﬂler.” p.e aad e A
. The same line was again em-
 phasised in People’s Age dated Ja-
nuary 16, 1948 Tt sai ;

- and ‘progressive democrats m the

working class movement, to initia=

te the struggle of the ' peasants

_-a_ga.inat-.jagirdari.-’fof'tlri_'a.-'cbnﬁiéa-.---
tion of the landed estates and the
distribution.  of the land to the
tiller.” Rt S

“It is: tbis independent force of
the working-class ‘and the toiling
peasantry which will have to
_come forward to lead the people

of Kashmir, independently. of
Sheikh Abdulla and the leader-
ship of the Natignal Conference, .

in their struggle against < im-

perialism . and . their 'hgurgeois 1

- collaborators  from - India and

_ Pakistan,. in the struggle for. the . -
. democratic 5IEVQ1ﬁt_i§h m g

' Kashmir and Jammu.” = - :
“The compromise in Kashmir is

paving the way lor an unholy

united front of the counter-revo- .

lutionary bourgeois leaderships of

India and Pakistan with the .

Anglo-American imperialists. The
working class and the democratic

forces of India and Pakistan
must join hands o support the
people of Kashmir and Jammu in -

their wvaliant struggle against this

“evil alliance” = . -

- - It is by pursuing the ‘above line
+ ihat the toiling people of Kashmir -
_are preparing for the defeat of the’ -
‘blan: of the Anglo-American iIm-' .
People’s. . :
pointed - ition ton

_pevialist:  war-mongers.-

. “No partition of Kashmir; No

Down with Feudal Autocracy;

. State is to build ‘an independent
- working class into the Central Ma

* ready suffered a number of defea
- whole of Kashmir and were forced:

- Independent qréaﬁﬁis#ianvof;-ﬁi

dur Union has become a tremendous
step forward towards - strengthening:
;l;ae: gng:s of .-'P_qeace,,i_' Eemmacy ghd
- The May Day rally: of 20,000
I.J.Ildtl' the Red Flag and the grow-
ing strike struggles in 1949 show
the tremendous sweep of thi

.. forces of Peace, Democracy an:
Freedom. These forces —must
be organised ‘and led forward
‘ realise' Freedom, Land and Brea

forthepeaple, %
The . aggressive forces. o
imperialist: warmongers ‘have

‘The raiders could not pgrab th

evacuate Central regions. In th
occupied area called Azad Kashmi
people’s fighting forces are steadil;
growing. ~ The startling  exposur.
of American _ intervention by the
Czechoslovak member of the .
Commission  has. thrown the: re




 the old five-member Com-
be chucked * out
5 mew Com.rmssmn of all mem-
hers of the Security Council
e sent to Kashmir. People

- this subcontinent = “hailed
this proposal, because they lmow
that if one member of 'bhe_gld Com-~
‘mission could ‘throw the entire re~
tlormxr}' camp into
ion several ‘members of the
ratic’ camp in the Security
cil  together can put

and

‘ments mmde the Sia

tremendous

m"f
ntable ubatacle to the Ameri- '

State to

.penabstc

nrust work can be achieved only

of Kashmir Diﬁerent national ele-

on the basis of the unfettered :nght
of self-determination ‘of the

All  progressive elements in

Washmir must work steadfastly for-

unity and solidarity with the toilers
of India and Pakistan, and realise
that “without such a common front,
the freedom and independence of
Kashmir cannet be achieved. They
must build firm ties with the work-
ers’ and

fast to the bond of mtemahonal 20~
lidarity and friendship, ;
of Indm,..

@ The toiling people
. Pakistan and Kashmir must de-

,mand 4 really free plebisclte in the
determine which. of the
territories to join, Indian Union or

Bale 6 uch a plebiscite s
-essm‘uﬁlly dependent upon the dig~

. handment and disarming of the so- =

called Azad Forces, withdrawal of
the Indian troops a.ncl full democfa- =
ic. conditi

PrOf vi e c o
gl'esme an oca
: istan. and the 'S‘ta.t&

asants’ movements in
.Incha :md Patll:]mtam teach 'l:he Kash






