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Press relsase.

Joint statement of the representatives of the CPL :
All India Trade Union Congress, All India Kisan Sabha,
Bhartiya Khet lMazdoor Union, All India Youth Federaticn
nd the All India Students® Federation.

Press Release, December 6, 1976

Comrade C. Rajeswara Rao, General Secretary,
Communist Party of India has issued the following
Statement to the press todaye

Press release, Decs 16, 1976

The Centrzl Executive Committee of the CPI which
_concluded its four-day meeting in Bangalore adopted the
following resolution and released it to the press on ;
January 16, 1977. ;

- For the Broadest patriotic and Democratic unity to
meet the Challenge of Reacticn.

January 19, 1977.
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New Delhi,
October 27,1976

press release

The Central Exechitive Comumittee of the Communist Party
of India currently meeting in New Delhi has adopted th
following resolution @

QY THE MISUSE &F BMBERGENCY

The Communist Party of India extended its support to the
declaration of national emergency by the Government because it
fully realised the urgent necessity of resorting to such swift
and firm action for warding off an imminent threat of subversion
of our democratic syztem. :

Even while pledging its unhesitating support to the
emergency, the CPI had pointed out that the Government should
take due care that the emergency powers were not misused.
The CPI appreciated the solemn declaration of the Government that
the extraordinary powers under the emergency would be directed
only against the reactionary forces who were engaged in engineering
a foul conspiracy to destroy our freedom and democracy. The
Government repeatedly declared that the extraordinary powers
20uld not be used against the democratic forces and the legitimuie
interests of the comuon people. The Government also stated
times without number that whenever any evidence of misuse of
emergency powers WeIc brought to its notice suitable action
would be taken.

The Central Executive Comuittee of the CPL, however, is
sanstrained to note that while the Government correctly started
by delivering stunning blows against the reactionaries, the
cmergency powers are now being used more and more agalnst the
democratic forces and the common peoples There are increasing
number of reports of high-handedness of officials, of harasenens
of innocent people, of collusion of officials with landlords,
noneylenders, hoarders and profiteers %o frustrate the implementa-—
tion of the 20-point programme, of repression against landlecs
and sharecroppers seeking to establish rights over their tiny
patches of land, of attacks against the workers and the trade
tnions for carrying on normal’ trade union activities, of grucsouc
violence and coercion against weaker cections of the population
by overzealous officials seeking to fulfil sterilisation taxtiis.

W) TSP —————

The Central Executive Comuittee of the CPI is deeply
concerned that membemrs of the CPI, Congressmen and other democrats
ers being arrested in several States under the DIR and MIBA
because they protest against abuse of the emergency powers ond
firmly demand implementation of the 20-point programme.~The
Central Bxecutive Comnittee is disturbed to f£ind that 1in stae
‘States while the nuamber of Comuunists detained under MISA or
prosecuted under DIR ig steadily increasging, reactjonaries aie

being released on a big scale.
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The Central Executive Committee of the CPI further notes

that some State Governments are refusing to permit the CFI,

the AITUC, the AIKS, the BEMU, the AIPSO and other democratic
organisations to hold meetings, rallies or conferences. There
are reports of even closed door meetings inside halls teing
refused permission, Things have come to such a pass, particular-
1y in the State of Bihar, that Development Conferences
sponsored by the AIPSO were refused permlssion, meabers of %ke
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CPI were prosecuted under DIR for the crime of holding a meesS
of a district Council of the CPIL. While the All Indis Youth
Tederation and the All India Students' Federation were refuced
permission to organise a rally izxée:ence of soclalism, "
democracy and for implementation of the 20-point programme 1n
Delhi, the Youth Congress was allowed to liold a number of
r;llies and meetings. Eyen the 3Cth session of the AITUC o
wasenot allowed to hold its open session at Jamshedpur and 1%t
was after a great deal of reluctance that the Governuent agrecd ,
to withdraw the condition that no delegate will criticlsc any
policy of the Government even in its cloged door delegates’
session, !

The Central Executive Committee furthor notes that the
Government continues.to stifle the voice of democratic forces
by putting curbs on the press and the radio. Censorship lis
being misused to gag those who have consistently and
unequivocally opposed Right reactionaries, while relaxing.
such censorship in the case of the latter.

In the opinion of the Central Executive Committee such
ill-conceived restrictions on the activities of the democratic
forces is leading to increasihg abuse of the emergency powesIs,
Freed from all fear of exposure from the press and the
platform, the corrupt bureaucrats can indulge in corruption,
comait excesses on the people and even wregk vengeance on
their critics with impunity. Thig situation affords ample
opportunity to unscrupulous politicians close to the
administiration to settle scores with their factional rivals,

The aforesald developments are not only weakening the
democratic forces in our country but are providing a heaven-zent
opportunity to the reattionaries to augment their cstrength
and frustrate the implementation of democratic policies, The
Centrel Exccutive Committee is of the opinion that these
dangerous developments, if unchecked, can geriously weaken the
democratic forces and thwart the very purpose for which the
state of emergency was declared.

The Central Executive Committee of the CPI is firmly of
the opinion that the growing trend of misuve of emergency
powers aust be ended. It is necessary to release all democrais
who are in detention under MISA, to withdraw all cases undei
DIR against them.s It is necessary to allow full freedom 1o
democratic organisations to hold mectings, rallies and
conferences and %o publicise their views through the press. It
is necessary to allow them freedom for expression of democratic
views, to expose the excesses committed by officials and to
criticise and protest against the wrong policies of the
Government., That alone will pravent the distortions that
are teking place through the misuse of emergency powers un
an increasing scale.

g @@e Central Executive Committee of %the Communist Party
of India calls upon all those.who value democracy and want %o
squeeze out the wile forces of reaction from our socio-political
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life to raise gheir voilce 11 support of the aforesaid demands.
The Central Executive Committee would 1like %o make a specilal
appeal 1O Congressmen to realise the grave danger that wajy
hefall us unless immediate steps are Taken tohalt the misuse

of emergency poworse

%g.G.Lokare)
Fice Secretary,
Central Office, CPL

One of the jgportant guins of the emerzency was the holding
of the.price—line ich gave some pelief to the people in thelr
economic WISETYe But of la%e priccs of fond articles and other
essgntial conuotd tins like cloth, medicinecs,have started rising
agalne Byen according 6o the Covernaend statiztics, prices have
rigen by 12 per celnl in Vhe sholesals Markael, not to speak of
?etail pricus,ﬁnich are wuch above cne ahoclesale pricese. There

is every danger thut the grices will be pushed much higher
.ut}lising'thc natural calimities likse cyolbnes,floods and droughts
this yesT, upectting thu (:C e My al@pgcther if the present,stato

of affairs is zilowed 4O GO cINNes

_ The nost supprising TolDg is that priccs are rising at a
time wnen thers avd buaper harvests of paddy and wheat and the
Government g2f0.ns urd sureting with atocks of 17 million tonnes
of foodgrains. Tn tlu samne way, thers h.ve been good harvests of
groundnut, muctard andé othur 0il seecds, But edible oils have
gone into the placlkuacrket and their prices have rocketed. The
case of sugur 1is auehy Worss. X

Thig price rigu ig subjecting the consuers to perdsnpips all
right, bot ROV helping . the peasants cither. On the other nand,
the tragedy 1s that Ghe prices of foodgrains were pushed BuckH
below the procurencils _nd support prices fixed by the Governuent
4t the time of thc qarveste Paddy sold at Hs.56. 60 Ks.60 per
quintal,whilu the procurcment price fixed Dy the Government is
Rs.76 per guintal 1oz aodign varivty. Jutc sold at H5.90-95 per
guintal ghilc the gupport price tixed by the Governwent is Rs.13V
per quintal. Peasants nowhere got more than Rs.l2 per guintal for
SUgarcaus quich is much nelow the price fixed by the Governaent
for various reglonss They bad ©O part with their long stapls
cobton for Hse3WJ per quintal, 4nile the supuort price fixed

by the Governuent #as Re.450, In the case'of'groundnut and other
edible wvil-sesds, 10 support price Was fixed znd the peasants

serc 1ooted frgolys

faile tuls is the fate of o conguacrs and the peasantis,
the lot °f the gorkkurs 1s DO petter., They, arc guffering frow
lay—-offs, lock—outlit, potrenchacnt,; D.d. cutsg ané deprivation
of their benus. & ; orts porsist to chual them out of thelw
C.D.B. @ouGY,t20, iyi the naze of sorkors' sectors Thig is tho
poward norkers arc eotting for helping invigoration of our

country's cconuuy Livreurh considcrable increase 1n peruction.

The monopolichsSe « o

et —
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Mew Delhi,
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Joint Stavement oOf the repreusgntatives of
the communist Pacty of India, all India Prade
Toi = Conuress, ALl India Kisan Sabna, Bheratlya

e

Khet Mazdoor UnLor, 411 india Youth Federation
and the All Indla studentia’ rocderation
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The nonopolists, sl 4hvlesale traders and blackmarketocLs
are using tae Sof L Aatividcul thu Governawnt €0 carry on
sholesale 1oot of the punspnts py beating 20WH prices Qt,“ﬂf 1§
time of harvest, the Cunl guaers by pusnlig Uj prices 01 1004 j
and other escential comiuGities luter ana bag workers by
japosition of tros burdine. TGy are, at the same tiae,
prissurising the Governaelt 9 relax ail cuntrols, give tax
concussions, liberolise credlit policies and open the doer 1o
the wulti-national comparics Hhroughk sn—called colluboration
agrecaents with Indlon aenopolists. ALl Bals is being demanded
in the name of saving sha economy from a non—existent reccssivie

The Governaocnt, instesd of calling & ;1% to this bl ackirall
of the monvpolists and blacknarketeers nag surrendercd tothelr
anti-national dewands in aogt cases.

The handsonc conces:ionz given 9O the monopolists in the
budgct, including reduction in incone tax and excise duty on
1 uxury consumer goods certainly aave contributed to the prossure
sn the price line. The extra increase in money supply and in
credits frox conanereial banks 9 industry and trade has sl §% :
played its part in boosting prices. i
- . - e

The Governaent did noi. CONE forard to anaintain the suppyrtt

prices of the produce of the peasante at the tinme of the .
huarvests in an offective way,. dut alloned the peasants 10 lfs:
1,0ted by the moncpolists and wholesalevd. | 4

The Gevernaent did not take effective stueps 10O extend the
public distribution systen end supgly of {oodprains and other
cesential comwmedibles to the people alb ponscnable prices thiougi
this 1 uns of twhc dupertant itels W sl 20-point programue )
for naintaining the price~-line. on the ulher wand, the public
distributivn sy:ztew is peing wound up unucr the plesa of bumper

Larvests.

The Governaent is doing nothing except issuing eulp Ty
threats that it -will toke r.sort 9 MISs snd DIk if the
wmoepolists and traders do nut DelaVCe Micy knud very aell sliat |
the tharcate mesn and pehce they axe caroying od their nefarious
sctivities with impunity.

The Governaent is giving 511 concessivis o the aunopoliets
in- the nauge if invigorabing capital murket and increasing
production. It 1is sToviding liberal credit in the nane of
mpdcrnising gick aiils ts tho very people who gade themn sick by
nismanaging the.

; The Governaent is playing with firc by opening the door

wide 49 the aulti-notional coapanics in the nane of bogus
theories of duveloping export-oriented ceonony dished sut oy B
the World Bank. f

411 thosc will only help the luot of the workers, peasants
and other scotions of therpeople by the wonepclists, blackma kot
Cers wnd the impericlists, multi-nationads “nd the destabilisatd
of (ourt ceonouy through erosien of our conntry's policy of
veoncnic seli-relianco.

1

o Llﬂeeca there is no tine %o losse. Gur puvple aust wake up
te the Canger SE geatuhlllsutlon of ogr country's econuidy throug
atoup rise  Iin prices oo zgain. de pub the fullowing most |
urgent propusals before the Govern.ent for liwlding the price ling
stabiliging the econ wy and alleviating the wlzeXy of the peopld

1) The public Jistpibuticl: syzbeuw, a=ich ig ong of
_the ijuportent itews of the 20=-pulilt progriuue, should
be extended o o f
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Cliairuan,CPT and

Now Dcllid 5 s e
Docenber 6,1976 Prosident of tho AITUC
—  G.iajcedara Rav,Gerneral

Socrctary ,CPT and

Vice—-President of the ;
BlLoratiya Khet sazdour Union
u’/o e v



-Bhupcsh Gupta,Sucrctrry,Natianal
G-unecil,leader of Hhe SR
Group inh Rajya Sabha and
Fditor of Nea Age weekly

~Indrajit Gupta,%ecrctary,Nutianal
Council,lecdexr of the CPL
Group in LokSabi and
Vice=President of the AITUC

—N.K.Krisuxau,5ucretﬂry,ﬂatiunal
' Council and Vice-President
of tie ATTUC

_1{5 Go ;‘

“Parvotial Kris._al,dSecretacy of ths
4#ITUC

1 India

~Indradcep Sinua,General Seeretary,
411 Inais Kisan Sabha
~G.Yzllzuanda Reddy,President,
‘Bhoratiya Khet Mazdoor Unicn
~P.K.Kodiyan, Gunoral Sceret 1y,
Bh ratiya Khet Mazdoor Unicn

Prosident, ALl India
toderation

=K Chandrappal

Youtis

~puarcendra Narayan Singh,Gederal
secrct.ory, All India Youth

Redaratiog

ts

—Shoablu Sarsn férivastova,President

Stucdents’

Pedeaat Ler

-Aziz Pasiz, Guneral 3acretory, ALL
India Hbudents' Federstion

(8. G.Lokare) :
. Ofiice Secretary,
Centrel Ofiice, CPI
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New Delhi,
December 16, 1976.

PRESS RELEASE

COMRADE C:RAJESWARA RAO, General Secrestary,
Communist Party of Irndia has issued tie
following statement tu che press today.

S 4T BEM BN

I am surprised at the -statement of some Congress lPs that
they are satisfied with my regret for interfering in the internal
affairs of the Congress and accepting 29-point programme of
Congress and Youth Corgress. The funny thing is from five point
has become, 25 point programme matter of 2 days. I am at a loss
to know ou what basis they are making such a rediculous statewmznt,
perhaps by the distorted news itew of Samachar.

Please read the enclosed cuttings of news itews of my press
ccnference published by four dailies of Bhopal.

. Sawacher delib-ralely omittal The five proposals for holding
tre price line I put-in my written statewent and said vaguely
that I supporbtzd Five point.programme, S0 &S to give the
impressinn that I support the 5-point programme of Youth Congress.
Some oi tha newspapers 3id not even stick even to the text of the
Samacnar and went furth-r filling up the gap. :

In ©y statsmsnt I mentionsd our suppert to only the 20-point
programme and nothing mors.

When attontion was drawn te the events in Wast Bengal amd
Orissa, I refused to bs drawn into ths discussion. I refused to
be drawn into the <discussion at this stage when negotiations are
going ou in Delhi, which Samacher has intacpreted as iwirtual
retraction’. I want to meiks it plain that I retracted nothin
from what I said earlier about the protogonists of the so-cal..d
Const ituent Assewuly.

Ls for tLz intapference ia ths internal affairs of the Congress,
I have statsd earlier wany times that we uave the least desire to
interfere in the iuternal affairs of the Congress. I also
stated that it is the prerrgstive of the Congress loadership agd
Congress legislative parties to put whomever they want to put in
power. But eertain developments in the ruling party or for that
matter any other party, lead to ths paralysis in th= administra-
tion seriocusly affecting the life of the people and soiling
public life, it ceases to be the internal affair of that party.
Every citizen, not to speak of responsible parties, has the
right to express his or her opinion in the matter. In a democracy
that is the common practice and is often welcoemed.

Tt is clear to everybody now that troubles ingidg Congress
are not our making out that of the trouble-makers inside the ruling

party.

oo oo
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About my statement of no confrontation with Congress, I
repzated this many times earlier when I was asked by the Press-
men whether ocur o position to some policies of Congress mean
confroatation witg,Coqgress, T stated that we are one with the
Government o- the pclicies of anti-izperialisum, anti-fascisni, anti-
racism, defense of peace, frierdship with sccialist countries,
and developing countries, econcmic self-reliance and fight against
right reaction. Rut. on such pelicies as on bonus for werkers,
remunerative prices fer the e asants, supplying essential
nacessities of life tu the peopls ab reasonable prices and Stgﬁir
issues effacting adversely ths jnterests and rights of ths, L 0p é%
we openly criticise the Government and cppose such policies. Th
is well known. e

Qur Party policies are as clear as daylight for everybody to
see. Then what is the new thing they found iun my statement now.

.akinz a comprehensive view of all this ccentrov-rsy, I am
constrained tu think that it is a deleberate plan te whip up
anti-Communism which can do oacly gladden the internal and external
anemies “of our country. I am only sorry tu state some of the
Crngress MPs have fallen victims of this plan. I waunbt to reipiad
them that anti-Communism is not golng to solve the internal
preblems of the Congress,l hops they will gericusly thiak whsre
anti-Communiss: leads them acd our country. distory is replete
with g}viq examples which I meed zct repeat. Apti-Co=munism is
a loug exposed wearon of imperialism and reaction.

While ccncluding I have %0 state.clearly that Samachar and
other mass media are being misused at the cost of truthfulness
and ijectivity and endangering the democratic noruws of our
country. Our Party will teke up this serious issue with- the
proper suthorities and on the appropriate forums includiugz
Parlizment.

e S e s
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For Central Office,
- Commuuist Party cf India.




( ENCLOSURES: CUTTINGS OF NEWS ITELS)

NO INIERFERENCE IY CONGRESS PARTY AFFAIRS

- Rao

(By Our S?orts Reporter) PRHOPAL, December 13. -Communist Party
of Iudia, General S3rcretary Rajeswara Rao today denied interfer-
ence in Congress Party's internal affairs. :

Commenting oa recent.reports of speaches bj some Congressmen
depreciating ‘interference!’ by CPI into Congress:Party’s internal
affairs, Mr Rao told a unews confsrence that his party did not want
to interfere in Congress Affairs, but reserved the right to
express views over issue relating %o the nation.

The CFI still believed ia its policy of "inity. (with,Congress)
and Strugele’ and (id not aim at any confrcn-ation with the ruling
party, he said. 2

While carrying questions oa his reported statement, made at
Calcutta eariier that there was a ‘Caucus' in Congress which was
out to destabilise soms State Governments, lir Rajeswara Rao said
his party fully backed the country's policy on external affairs,
self-reliance, friendship with socialist nations and ‘expanding the
public sector. ) :

0 R T 85i8 4

He also refused to couments oz the political happenings in
Orissa and West Bengal.

mr Rao ruled out an alliance at National - level with the
CPM. Coordination at State level, however, could be- considered,
he said. : : e

He said the CPI and its affiliated organisation will launch
a- country-wide!campaign on five-point demands to extend the public
distribution system all over the country and to supply the }
essential commodities like foodgrains, edible oils, sugar, cloth
and medicines at reasonable prices to the people;. to take over
wholesale trade in foodgrains and other esseatial commodities;
to takc effective steps through the cnrncerned corporations te
spsure remunsrative prices to peasants; to ensure adequate bonus
to workers-and to take cffective steps to pravent lay-offs,
lock-outs and retrenchmeunts; to nationalise textile, sugar, Jjute
and foreign drug companies. -

MEmO TO Pk

Mecorandum would be submitted to the Prime “inister and the
State Chief Ministers on bghalf of the Party and 1st January,
1977 will be observed throughout the ccuntry %o educate and
mobilise the people in support of the demands~through meetings,
and seminars. i

(wADHYA PRADESH CHROWICLE,
December -14 4 1976)

#* % * ¥ *® %
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Rajeshwar Rao's plsa

STRENGTHEN PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTE. '

{By our Staff keporter. BHOPAL Dec.13, mr.Rajeswara Rao,
General Sscritary .of -the Communist Party of lndia today stressed
the need for strengthening the public distribution system all over
the ccuntry.

Addressiug a press conference here today Mr Rao said thet in
order to ensue that:the people get commodities at ;easonable
price,foodgraiﬁs, edible oil, sugar,‘cloth=3nd medicines should
he distributed through this system.

Wr Rao ulso reiterated Party's stand for the take over of
wholesale trade in: foodgrains and other essential commodities.
Remunerative pricés to peasamts and nationalisation of textiles
sugar, jute and foreign drug manufacturing units ware the other
demands which were made by Mr Rao war ad the Governmsns to take
effective seps against monopolists znd in this ccntext the we;comed
the stand taken by the Union Finance and Civil Supplies ministers ¢
who have nobt oaly .exprassed concern over the rise in prices but
have also threatened vested interests responsible for price rise
with the view that these vested 'drastic measures. He was of the
intercsts should not be allowed to disturb the price lins which
was one of the major gains of emergency.

Hw however made it clear that the bértd would continue %o
follow itsi policy of unity and struggle vis-a-vis Congress.

CHIDNA

Askadito comment on devalopment in China Mr Rao said that
his party w:lcomed them. Asked to cite.positive instances of such
development Mr Rao referred to China's.readiuess to open dialogus
with Soviet Unioir without making border dispute a precondition
exchange: and exhibition of films-between thas+two countries definite
trend towards modernisabion and preparedness to introduce materizl
incentives rather than Mao's thought for incrsasing the production.

Regarding CPI-CEN colluboration Mr Rac reiteratesa hig own
stund -and added that at ‘several places cooperation bctween the
two parties frow issue to issue had already begun. But there
cculd not he any cocperation oa national *level till the CEFM was
not prepared to:chunge its stand on basic issues. i

(HITWAD, December 14, 1976)

¥* % Nox ‘ * %
INTERFERENCEllﬂTG DIVISION OF CONGRESS

NO: ATX OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY: R A O.
(Our Specisl Correspondent)

' RHOPAL, Dec.]3, .. The G2usral Secr:tary of the Communist
Party of India Shri C.Rajsswar Rac said here today that he had
neither any intention of interfering in the iaternal affairs of
Congr=ss, aor does h» want tu split that Party.

He said .this at a press crnference answering a volley of

~uestions. Shri Rao refus=d to say anything more than this
regarding the Con,,ress affairs.
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The Communist leader furthezr said about the relationship
of the Communist Party and the Congress that his party will
ce ntinuz to support Congress on the issuss on which it how been
supporting it. But the Communist Party will not k=ep quist cn
?he_issues affecting the masses, whataver ycu may conclude
Trom it.

Replying to a question, he clearly said that it is net th-

i7" prlicy of his party to create a situation cf cenfrentation wih

the Con: ress. .

Replying to another question,; he said the workers must get
under all circumstances the minimum bonus, hecause the pay scales
in different industries are absolutely inadequate. e said that
thoug~ he was ia favour of relating ovonus to productivity, such
policy in this connection should be adopted thet the mill owners
are not able to take undue advantage of it. For example they
are taking advantage on the basis of loss and profit.

Speaking &abcut Party's national campaign along with other mass
fronts on the basis of 5-point demand, the Communist leader said,
that the campaign iun whichever form possible in different places.
He said that a campaign will be launched for one important point
of the 20-point prugramme, namely fighting the price-rise and
strengthening the public distribution system oa a naticnwide
scalza. In this campaign demands will be put forward for tha state
takeover of focdgrains and other essential commoditiss, for making
available foodgrains, other essential commodities, mediciues,
clothes, =tc. through public distribution system. Io this conneect-
icn, wovament will be launched on tst January, 1977 all over the
country to fcrm public opizion through mestings and symposia.

(Translated from DESHBANDHU,Dsc.14,76)

* # ** * %

COMMUNIST PARTY NOT I FAVOUR OF CONFRONTATION WITE CCNGRTGS:

-Shri Rac.
Policy of 'Unity and Struggle' Will Continue

( From Special CorrespOudenﬁ)

BHOPAL, Mcaday. The general Sccretary cf the Communist Party
~ of Indiz Shri Rajeswara Rao said here tuday in a priss ccnference
that his Party is not &t all i. favcur of confrontation with
Congress. But “Yowmunist Party is free to express its opiuion on
the matter of public interest. Shri Rao said it is not so easy

to carry on this policy even for those who eant confrontation
petween Communist Party and Congress.

fihen his attention was drawn to the statements of many
Ccugress MPs in which Communist Party was accused‘of 1ntepferlag
into the iaternal affairs of Cougress, Shri Rao did not mske ﬂ
any comment except expressing the opinion that his Party does not
jnterfere intc the internal affairs of anybody. s
The Communist leader once again refused to say gnything _
regarding activities inside Congress in coanectiq? W1t§ lzadership 1
changass (change nof Chief winister) in Orissa and West Bensel. He
sven refused to repeat the statewsut given 2 few wesks agn 1n
Calecutta that "th=are is a sroup (Caucus) in Congress, whick wants

A
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to change the established gcvernments in some pastern staves.

Replying to questions Shri Rao said the Communist Party veill
cont® e its policy of 'Unity and Struggle o weouhd the
Cong: s administration and its policies.

Anti-Pricerise Campaign

The Communist leader expresszd his ccncern over risge i she
am in Tl

prices of essential cummodities despite emcrgency, j
connectioa mentioned the Pune speech of Friue winister Mre Gsndhi. S
He said the Communist Party will laupeh a movement egainss pzice- W
 pise. The Prime Minister and the Chief minister will be
presented with memorandum before 1st January, 1977, On 13t

* January a day will be-observed to educate the psople 17 this.
Meetings und seminars will be organigsed on the day.

(Translated from NAVBHARAT, Dec.14, 1976/8

* % *¥ * % S

THOPAL, Dec.13 (Samachar) =~ Mr C.Rajeswara Rao, General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Lndia, said hzre today that
CPI was not fer confrontation with the Congress.: :

Addressing a press conference here today, Mr Rao whc was
eariier critical of what:-he called & caucus in the Coogress
virtually retracted it. :

- Rap said that CrI would support the five point progrémme.

He emphatically said that CPI was aot fer confrontation
witk Congress. b

Mr Raoc went ou to describe the five point pregramme and said B
that CET and cther allied organisations had decidéd to lzuamer a '
nationwide campaign ou the five point rlan. *emcrandums, ae said
would be submitted to the Prime Minister and Chief Winieters on |
behalf of ths- -orgamisaticn.. New year's day would be ovszived
thrcughout the country to aducate and mobilise the people in ]
suppert of these demands, through meetings and seminars, he added. %

Nr Rao said that hclding the pricénliné .nad bsen one of
the important gains of emergency, which hud given reliel to
the people.

~ Oa China, Mr Rac said his party welcomed racent changes in
thna and especially its efforts tv improve relations with
Russia and India. : HRAT

—-SAkACHAR/PHG/PGK/EP/T'A.

* % * ¥ %%
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COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA /! Zhone nos.
Central Office, Ajoy Bhavan, // 271002/27%618/19/10
Kotla Marg, New Delhi-2. /! 276180 (after office hours)
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) . New Delhi,
o January 19, 1977.

The Central Bxecutive Committee of the Communist Party

of India which concluded its fcur-day meeting in

5 Banzalore adopted the following resolution and released
it to the press on January, 16, 1977. o e

FOR THE BROADEST PATRIQTIC AND DEMOCRATIC UNITY
T0 #BET THEZ CHALLENGE OF REACTION

SOl o 0 Cantil

_ Many important developments have taken place ian the ianter-
national and national arenas during the two and a half months since

the last meeting of the Central Executive Committee held on
Octoher 1976.

The international situation oa the whole continues prbe
favourable to the forces of peace, democracy and social progress:

The positive trend in China after the <death of Mao Tse-tung
has further strengthened. The Government is at present concentra-
ting on modernisation of the Chinese economy. For this the new
3 leadership has started giving importance to material incentives to
E the working people which is undermining some of the basic Maoist
concepts.

Sl L

 The message sent by the Chinese leadership to the Soviet:
leadership on the occasion of the 59th apniversary of the Great
October Socialist Revelution in which it stated that ideclogical
diffarances should not ccme in the way of develeping friendly
state-to-state relaticns is a positive indicetion. ok

i The return cf China to ths path of peacéful.goekiétence alone
.. can pave the way far normalisation of India-China rslations-which
_;our Party stands for. e

Agother important desvelopment on the international scens is
the US elections in which the Democratic candidate Jimmy Carter
has won. Thsre is nc basic diffsrance ia the class nature of the
Democratic aad Republican Partiss in lLhe USA and both are supported
by the multinaticnals, Howevsr, the fultial reactioa of the new
US President to CPSU General Sscretary Leonid Brezhnev's friendly
gestures has been positive. The strong world public opinion in
favour of halting the arms race and of the Soviet peace initiatives,
iucluding the conclusions of the second SALT agreemeut, <ight have
an impact on the new US President. #iTy

lfeanwhile, in India the big husiness press Las started singing
praises for the new US President. It is trying to sow illusions that
the new regimes's attitude to India will be di fferent from that of
the Nixon-Ford regime. However, there is no objcctive basis for
believing that US imperialists will change their basic s?rategy in
the South Asian region and befriend India, allowing its independent
growth into a strong industrialised country.

The rsaslity, bowsver, is that US iazperialist conspipacies
against our country are ccntinuing. Plans are afoo? by it t? supply
pakistan with offensive weapons, whilc making the Diego Garcia base
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operative and actively assisting subversioun against our country.

The Geneva talks for ending the racist rule i Zimbabwe have
reached a deadlock with the imperialists and tacists using the talksg
to divide the naticnal liburation movzment ia that ccuntry. Their §
divisive efforts have not succeeded sc far. There is no way f orwardl
for the Zimbabwe liberation forces but t¢ coutinue ths revoluticnarjf
armed struggle to end the racist rule there. The national libsrati
struggle in South Africa and Namibia is alsc continuing with the
help of the independent African nations back=d by the nongllgped
and sccialist world, above all the Soviet Uniecn. The solidarity
movemant for the victories of the naticnal libzration forces should

be steppsd up in our country.

A big victory in this pericd fcr the world forces of peace
and democracy has been the relsase of General Secretary of the
Communist Perty of Chile, Luis Corvalan, frem the prison cell cf
the fascist Pinoche junta. It is necessary to intsnsify the
campaign for the release cf Ceommunists, Socialists and other
democrats who are still languishing ia Pincchet jails.

A negative development is that iun West Asia, the imperialists
have finally succesded in bringing about dissensions in the oil-
prcducing countries over the nuzstiow c¢f the latest oil price hike.
They have also finally managed to cousiderably damage the PLO in
Lebancn. Thay are further armiang Israel to impese thzir cwn
sclution to the West Asiu problem ian favour of that country.- They
are now particularly using Saudi Arabia in crder to disrupt Arab
unity. But more and mcre the convening of the Geneva Confsrence
as the naly way ocut is coming tuv the fore.. '

T whe

Coming tc the national situabien, the Gevernment of India's
foreign policy of anti-imperialism, support to the nationsl
liheration movements and friendship with the Soviet Uniocn and other §
socialist ccuntries hes been carried forward during this period. |
There is also the ccntinuing of the further strengthening of the :
neonaligned mcvement which is essential fer implementation of ths
Colombe Summit decisicus.

The State visitstc India of Bulgarian President and First
Secretary of the Bulgarian Communist Party Tedcr Zhivkov and
Hungarlan President and Membzr ~f the Presidium of the Hungarian
Socialist Werksrs’ Party Pal Lozonczi, the di scussions which thay §
had with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and cther Indian leaders and @
the agresments signed during théir visits have raised India's
relations with these countries tc¢ a new higher levesl. The agresmentil
cover eccacmic, trade, sclentific, technical and cultural fi=lds
apd previde -for vast expansion of the existing relations in these
fields. The current visit of the Lactian President Souphcnovoeng
ﬁo cur country and the fcrtheeming visit of Edward Gisrsk, General
secretary cf the Polish United Worksrs* Party will furthsr dsepen
and - strengthen the friendship and tccperaticn between India and
socialist countries.

In the field 'of the naticual eccnomy, buth the positivie and
negative features in'Govarnment policies noted by the rast Sessicn
cf the Central Executive Committes continue. On the positive side
there have no doubt been important gains in the development of our
national economy though thease gains haves not brought bonefits apd |
relief to ths masses. The negative aspucts of the ecouomic policies|
howevar, stand out prominently. = 3

The ruling circles are still lcoking fcrward to the Werld Ban
and its agencies for "uid". This was blatantly exhibitéd during @

i =
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the visit tc this country cf World Bunk Presidant Rcbart licNawmara
who was given & lavigh wslceme bafitting a head of State.

McNamara himself made it clear that Lhe World Bank was changiceg its
tactics in dealinz with India. Instuad of diktats of the cld
days, it is now praise and parsuasion that are =xpacted t¢ do the
job. The aim remcius ths same neccolonialist penetration of the
Indisn eccnomy. The World Bank wants India to develop an export-
oriented econcmy at the cost of the howme market, an aim which

finds sympathy iz some ruling circles. It is also making inbtensive
efforts tu link up with the rural vested iuterests and reaction
thrcugh the integrated command area projects.  The multinationals
are also meking fresh bids to enmber our country.

The monopclists here are happy over the various concessions
given by the Government and are now praising the "intelligence and
wisdom cof the leadership" and the npefreshingly pragmatic and
result-oriented apprecach" in ths econcrmic pelicies of the Governmesab.
But it is increasingly becoming clesar that all thz concessions given
to them, including those in the last Budget, have not orought the
hoped for results. The moncpclists have refused tc expand product-
ion threough stepped up investmsnts. Taings have ccme to such a
pass that Finance Ministar C.Subramaniam had to threaten the
mcnopolists that if thers was nc response from the private ssctor
to the incentives given, the Government would have to "evolve
alternative measurss tc ensure higher production."

But the mcnopolists are nct iua any mood to listen. Whebted
by the ccncessicns zalready glived, they are demanding more, this
time stesp rsducticn in ccrporate tax. Instead of boldly meetiug
the thrset, some of the Ministers 2re meckly coffering wore cradit
for rehabilitating “sick™ units. Scome Ministers are even holding
cut promises that thare would be ne naticnalisation even if ths
units become ‘‘sick".

HEnboldensd by this oificial attituds, the monopclists are
frecly resoriiug to closurss disguis«d as lock-cuts, %o impositicn
cf heavier worklouds amd retrenchment sn various pretexts. 4 large
cumber of jube, textils, enginesring znd othar concerns are lying
closed, involving crores ¢f rupees worth cf production losses and
unemployment of thousunis of workers.

Because of the failure of the privite sector ti expand
producticu, through beth modernissticn and finstalling ¢f new
capacity, the demand for machinery and goods produced in the publie
sector is not growing. As a result, the public sector, which hus
a maguificent recocrd of production &nd expansion te its credit in
the last few years, is facing problems. ‘Thzre is ¢nsufficient
demand Hr its products and orders with some of its unitstare veary
low to keep up producticn at p=ak levels. The problem has nct
beccme acute yst bacause of the raadiness cof the Soviet Union and
other socialist cruntrizs to buy from-the prcjects aided by themu.

s An impertant positive development has bsen the realisation cf

the target in Indo-Sovist trade set for 1980 in 1977 itsglf. This

has been made possible through ths “step up ii regular trade and
threough tha timely offer of crude oil by the Soviet Union which is
to sse India threugh a crucial psricd. It hLas alsc helpwd to
checkmate impszrialist blackmail by its offer of hesvy water for our
nuclear powsr prejacts. There have alsc b=2n agregments with
Poland, Czschcslovakia and GIR for further developlng the trade and
economic rslstions petw:-2n these countries and ocur country.

The situaticn cn the price front continues to gause~anxiety.
The upward move cf the whelssale price index began 1n flarch..1976.
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The retail prices of muny cf the essential cummoditiss like

foodgrains, sugar and textilses have risen e¢ven more sharply. Prices;

rf =dible oils have shet up.

The most sheckiug thing is that ths prices are rising despite
the bumper harvests of paddy «nd wheaf and the Government godowns
bursting with graiu.. Daspite the huge stocks bgi}p up by the
Gevernment ths public distribution system is shrinking, a conckete
proof of which is the lower cfftake from the central godewus pocl.
The «lletment and desputeh of controllsd cloth has al so been
reduced substaatially.

The price risé is hitting the consumers all right, but it is
not helping the farmers either. 4t the ti we of harvests, prices
sre depressed to fleece the peasants and later these are raised
even by creoating artificial scarcities. The beneficiaries of the

price manipulatiou ars wholesule trad:rs, landlords and mcnopclists?

who indulge in trading activities.

It is clear that the warniogs issu=d by the various Ministers
to the monopeolists and traders that if thsy did not behave in the
matter of prices, stringent acticn wculd be taken against them have

remained empty threets. The unscrupulcus hoard:rs and bleckmarkst- |

eers are having a field day and thay have not hesitated even teo
taks advantegzge cf natural cslamities like cyclone, flood and drcugdt
te still further beocest prices of assential commodities.

Fricticn has baesn developing betw:cn ocur Party and the
Gevernment because cn issuzs like beirus, curtasilment of trade
uniou rights, ccncessicns to menepelists and wooing of multi-
nationals, forced sterilisation, crntinusd detention znd new
a1rests of CPI wcrksrs, open vioclation of demccratic norms and
srosion of demccrastic instituticuns, cur Party has been boldly
opposing these anti-people policies 2nd standing by the masses.

Thre Prime Minister's attack asainst the CPIl came inthis backgroundf
It gladdened the hearts of iaternal and foreign reaction. It camer §

in handy for tbe sponsors ‘of the constitubnt assembly move, to

launch ‘a virulent anti-CPI tirade. Demands are being made even

for a ban on the CPI. Deliberate distortion of CPI positions is
being done, utilising the mass wedia, includiaz the AIR, and our

Party is maligned and slandered through fahricatad news{

«The Prime Miuister® later statements declaring that. the CPIL
had stood for Indian independence aud was not an exemy of the °
country, in contrast with right reactionary parties, has unot
persuaded the anti-Communists t¢ give up their gane.

It has -to be also noted that the anti-Communist hysteria
sought to be whipped up has not evoazd much response iz tihg
country even among Congressmen. The slander campaign against the
Party and demands for its ban made by a very small section of
Congressmen has evoked only revulsion among the mass of the-people.
More and more sections of democratic opinion are r=alising that
anti-cowmunis; is not only a part of reaction's divarsionary tacticy
but helps the forces of reactionary and the vasted interests. :

The sponsors of th: constituent agsemhly move got more
dgsperate after their defeat over the 44th Constitution Amendment
Bill. They have continued their activities against those who do |
not tce their lins &nd spread theam to ths wtates, and in this they d
have not hesitated to ride roughshod over the accepted democratic |
norums or to rescrt to some extra-constitutional and authoritarian &
means. i

~The CPI hes not only wholeheartedly supported th s 20-point 4
proegramme but has heen working for its success since its implementad

sesDe
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«tionwould provide relief tc the psople and hslp. radical ghanges
in the-rural areas. It is deeply councermd over the tardy
ioplementation of this programme and urges the Central and State
Governments t- overcome this serious lag above all by activising
popular committees and sesking mass coopseration. It is not
cpposed to the five-point programme nor does it cvonsider it
reactionary. Howevar, this programme will not solve the problem
cf unsmployment and poverty. Morsover, it is wrong to counterpose
and Zive it precedence over the 20-poiat programme. The CPI
supports -family planning but opposss cosrcive methods that are
being used in this re=gard, as well as ccmpulsory stsrilisaticn.

Restrictions on the Rightist partics are being relaxsd and
their lsaders and cadres ars being relecased. 'The reactionary
parties have oiferad to hold talks with the Governmeat without
preccnditions and have urged the relsase of all their leaders.
Simultaneously they are also having talks amony themszlves fgr
the forration of a single opposition party.

While tYopranking rightist leaders are bsing relzased, it is
deplorable that Communists who nave been imprisoned ia various
States during emergency are not set free. On top of this, new
arrests and detentions are taking place, as for sxample in UP,
where recently nearly 400 CFI cadres huve bzen roundad up under
either LISA or DIR.

The CrM leadership continues tc follow its old opportunist
policies. Thou,h it has refused tc form a fromt with the reacticn-
ary parties, it is cooperating with them under the banner of Civil
Liberties Union. It is gloating over the tension that developed
between the CPI and bthe Prime Minister. It refuses tc change its
negative and opportunist pelicy of blind anti-Ccngressism. It
refuses tc recognise the impertance of unity with the.democratic
forces in the Congress. Nor does it recognise the signrificant
role -‘these forces wibthin the Congress are_playing to safeguard
"democcracy and for taking the pation forward. Recent events, far from
vindicating its lius, as the CPM claims, have amply demonstrated
its barren and disruptive natube. We appeal to the CPM tu think over
these matters and taks a realistic attitude: ¢

The CP¥ has expressed readiness to cooperate with our Party
and the mass organis.tions on p2ople‘s luysues. While there cannot
be any united action ca political issues in view of the CPM's
present barren policy of blied anti-Conpressism, our party reiterates
its at:~4d that it may be possibl: fur our Party and the CPM to
_cooperate on mass issues et local level. y i '

During the last two and a half monchs, the CPI and the mass
organisations have launched a number of campaigns over the urgent
demands of the p=cple. These have made an impact on the masses
who have enthusiastically come forward to support the demands and
join the movement.

The national campaigi to hold the priceline launched by the
Party am the mass organisations has evoked widest attention in the
country. It has attracted workers and others. The five main
demands put rorward by our Party have found regdy response among
the people. Lt has linked the issue of extension and strengthenng
| of the public distribution system to supply the essent}al j
? commodities to the people at reasonable prices to the issue of
| remunerative prices. for the produce-of the peasants as also bqnus
and other rights of the wurkers. Thus vistas have opened up for
a common national campaign of workers, peasant§ and thg mass of the
. people ol a national hasiss This- was evident in the widespreadg
5 {
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observance of January 1 in almost all the states through mass
rallies, demo:strations, hall mestings, saminurs, memoranda
gubmitted to the Priuve winister and the Chief Ministers ete. yThere
is mass enthusiasm over this wuti-price rise mev ewsnt startegéour
party and ths msss organisations.

The campaign and its slogans are more and more heco@ing
national demands. . Even the Reserve Bank of 1nda has in its repopt
on currency =and finsnce for 1975-76 expressed COngern.ove; the rise
in prices and suggested sxtension.of the public distribution gysten
:pd the inclusion c¢f scma csssntial commodities in its ambit...The
campaign is alsc having its impact on the official circles.
Statements have heen made on behalf of the Central Government that
ths public distribution systam would be streugthened. State
Governmants have besn direct=4d to take stringent action agaiast
hoarders =nd blacxwarketeers and to check the price rise. Ths -
Reserve Bank of Indis has imposed stricter credit controls in a

pid to check expansion of moaey supply.

The AITUCYs campaigh for the fundemental rights of the war Kimg
.class, observed during November 15-22, 1976 was a great success.
Thepe have bazn united actions for bonus snd against the continua-
tion of the CGompulsory Dapesit Schamz. 4 breoad consensus is
cmerging emong the AITUC, INTUC and EMS in particular and the vast
mags of work:rs in general on benus, CDS, agalnst lock=-outs, closu-
res .nd retrsnchments and othér working class .rights.

But it is becoming incrzasinzly clsar that to affectively hcld
the priceline, to shsure remunerabive prices to ths peasants for thd&
‘prcduce, to snsure the rights of the worksrs, te safeguard increased
ipdustrial production, in short to improve the living gtandards of
the peuple and create stnble conditions for national aconomic
development, structural changes i the field of ecoaomy are urgently
eulled for. Defence of democracy and its extension in the face
of ‘persistent efforts to undzrmine it and to erode our parlizmentary
institutions is the most pressing task of all progressive forcesg.
These tasks can be fulfilled only if the broadest unity in
action of all democratic and progressive purties and forces,
particularly sich unity between the CPI anl the Congress, 1s
built up. Rscent developments have unmistakably shown that not
only vast possibilities for puilding sach unity exist, bub alse
tlet its being realised in practice. Democrutic =znd patriotic
unity has tius snd again been sble tc foil th« ceuspiracy of
jmperialism and right reaction.

The situstion in our counfry todry cffars us grsat cppor tuniti ¢
a5 well 28 posas ssrious dsangers. Only by fully utilising all the
opporbunitiss can bDs dengers ba met =nd eliminated. -Thisrplaces
on our party and =1l the pstrioctic snd democratic forces the sclemn §
duty of strengthening tha existiag unity among them and . dezpening 4
and breoadening it to mset thz ssricus dangers as wsll as challznges &

The Central Executive Committ-e of the CPI decides to -carry
ﬁorwardc;nd intensify the nstional campaign to held the priceline
in cooperation with the mass crganisatiocns by prazssuting -a mass
petitican for the five main demends tc the Parliament. It calls on
all party units and members tc immediately mova intc acticn und
cocllact signatures in every city, factcry and village. It appeals
to all ths pzople tc sign this mass petitica which smbodies thair
demands and answers the nsticn's needs. millions of sigraturss
must be preseated to ths Parli_went by the and of wsarch.

~ The Central Exscutive Committ:-e ~f the CIL is ccnfident that alfs
car- parbty mezmbers znd party units will rise t¢ the occasion to |
worthily dischurge the great respcnsibility thet histurly ot this
criticsl juncture has plazced ca us.
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