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TO THE PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN |

Communist Party's Appeal

On the 15th of August, the new State of Pakistan will

come into existence.

The hopes and aspirations of millions of Indian Mus-
salmans, specially those living in Muslim majority areas,
which constitute Pakistan, are bound with Pakistan. Com-
mon Muslims have believed that their desire to be free and

independent, their will to build democracy,

their longing

to live a life of happiness, prosperity and of civilised and
cultured existence in the land of their birth would be pos-’
sible through the establishment of Pakistan.

N the other hand the up-
per-classes, rich and selfish
elements among them, have
all along striven through the
poisonous weapon of preaching
communal hatred, through re-
liance upon British imperialism,
to disrupt- the natural process
of unity of the exploited Muslim
masses with their non-Muslim
brethren, they have stood in the
way of building the joint free-
dom. front of all Indians, have
fostered separatism among the
Muslim masses.
The progressive forces have
not .been strong enough to de-
feat this policy.

" SOVEREIGN PEOPLE’S

REPUBLIC

The sixty-eight million Mys-
lim and non-Muslim inhabitants
of Pakistan, like the rest of In-
dians desire independence, ie.,

complete liberation from
voke of British imperialism.
They would like to be rid for
ever from all domination direct
or indirect of their hated ensla-
vers—the British imperialists.
In 1937, the Muslim League

adopted the creed of “full inde-
pendence” in place of ‘responsl- -

ble Government under the aegis
of British Crown’. In the famous
Pokistan resolution of 1940, they
declared for the establishment
of a “Sovercign State.”

They did so because they be-
lieved, rightly, that within §he
orbit of the British Empire,
the enemy of so many Asian
peoples, full freedom was not
possible. .

Yet, voices are being raised to-
day in sections of the League
leadership which want the Mus-
lims to believe that ‘Dominion
Status’ is as good as sovereign

o

the .

- existence. Attlee has openly ex-

pressed the hope that both
fndia and Pakistan might choose
to remain within the Empire—
now re-named Commonwealth
of Nations. )

Who does not know that this
Commonwealth is a misnomer
to hide the ugly face of British
imperialist domination? That
remaining within the Empire,
even though as an ‘independent’
Dominion, means, political, eco-
nomic - and military . commit-
ments, dragging:of our people
into the camp of world reaction
and creating in the path of
their new life barriers of rapa-
cious monopoly capitalism and
colonialism?

Therefore, it is necessary
that the very first act of the
Pakistan Constituent Assembly

should be the declaration that

Pakistan shall beé an indepen-
dent Sovereign Republic—out-
side the British Empire, and
not a Dominion within if..

However, this is not enough.

The people of Pakistan have to.

be eternally vigilant and see
that their independent State
'does not become ‘independent’
on the Egyptian, Transjordanian
or the Iraq model. o
There are elements in Pakis-
tan, life-long toady feudalists,

who, with independence on their.

lips, would—like the Nokrashys,
the Abdullas and the Nurial
Salds—be hand in glove with the
imperialist enslavers would be
their humble servitors, would
be willing to sell their people
and their freedom for ignomi-
nicus self-interest and flthy
lucre.

Pakistan should be an inde-
pendent People’s Republic in
the real meaning of the phrase
where the people shall be sov-

ereign and from where all traces
of direct or indirect imperialist
co?trol shall have been wiped
out.

It is important that a clear
declaration is made of the
foreign policy which the Paki-
stan Government will pursue.
Mr. Jinnah’s recent statement

supporting the Indonesian peo-
ple’s battle against Anglo-Ame-
rican-Dutch imperialism is g .
welcome first step. But a cate-
gorical assurance is = necessary
that Pakistan will always sup-
port the peoples of any part of
the world struggling to. free
themselves of imperialist chains,
and, in UNO and other Councils
of the world, will - oppose the
direct and indirect attempts of
world imperialism to spread its
domination.

A necessary corollary of the
declaration that Pakistan is
an independent sovereign Re-
public and not a stooge domi-
nation of the so-called British
Commonwealth is a reversal
of the present attitude of the
League leadership towards the
Indian States. ’

No one in our country has ever
had any doubts about the role
the Indian Princes have played
as British imperialism’s agents
nor about the abominable con-
ditions in which the 93 million

. States’ peoples have had to live.

And yet the League Ileaders
have stated repeatedly that the
Pakistan Government will res-
pect the right of the Princes to
“independence” and will not to-
lerate any “interference” in the
internal affairs of the States.

Such a policy means in
practice supporting both the
plans of British imperialism
to maintain bases on Indian
territory and the continued
slavery of the States’ peoples.
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The leaders of the League
must categorically declare that
they stand for the ending of
autocracy and fully support the
States’ peoples’ struggles for
Responsible Government and for
their free and unfettered right
to decide their own future.

POWER MUST VEST IN
PEOPLE

To ensure that the PEOPLE
shall be sovereign in Pakis-
tan, that power shall vest in
them and that they shall rule,
it is necessary that the cons-
titution of Pakistan should be
based upon firm democratic
principles.

It is necessary, in this respect
for popular opinion and the de-
mocratic will of the common
citizen in Pakistan to assert it-

self, because the Constituent
Assembly of Pakistan, as of In-
dia, has not heen. elected

through adult suffrage, because
it is communally divided, be-
cause it is overweighted with
landlords, Princes’ representa-
tives and other reactionary ele-
ments.

However, democratic opinion
can influence the representatives
of the main political parties of
Pakistan—the League and the
Congress—whose members sit in
the Constituent Assembly.

Above all, the principle of
people’s sovereignty must ex-
press itself through the pro-
vision that election to the fu-
ture Pakistan Parliament shall
be through adult suffrage;
that it shall be direct; that the
curse of communal electorate
sphall be done away -with for
good and its place shall be
taken by jeint .electorate and
proportional representation.

Adult suffrage and joint elec-

I

forates would ensure people’s §-

sovercignty and growth of com-
monness; while proportional re-
presentation would ensure that
each body of organised public
opinion is reflected in the Sup-
reme Parliament of the Pakistan
Union.

The Communist Party warns
the pcople in Pakistan that re-
actionary clements would assail
these democratic principles in
many ways and under- diverse
pleas. The danger through com-
munalism is the greatest.

In order to keep up separatism
—which ensures domination of
reactionaries by splitting the
masses—not  only  communal
electorates might be perpetuat-
ed, but further new ‘‘communi-
ties” might be given the right to

elect representatives on a com- -

munal basis.

Attempts might be made to
introduce indirect elections—
thus weakening direct popular
control over clections.

Proportional representation
might be rejected on some spe-
cious bplea.
extraordinary powers to Gov-
ernors or the President are all
so many methods whereby the
upper-ciasses check and control
full fledged democracy.

The common people in Paki-
stan must sce that the Pakistan
Constituent Assembly adopts a
constitution which is truly de-
mocratic and where the people’s
will is capable of being expressed
and exercised without any let or
hindrance.

MINORITY RIGHTS

Mr. Jinnah and other Muslim
League leaders have given state-
ments wherein they have declar-
ed that minorities in Pakistan
need have.no fear; there shall
be no discrimination against

Second Chambers,.

them and they shall enjoy full
rights of citizenship in Pakistan.
It has been declared, further,
that their religlous and culturz}l
rights shall be protected. If
these principles are a;ihered to
and scrupulously put into prac-
tice, all would be well. ,
However, in the background
of the separatist line of the do-
minant League leadership, of in-
tense communal hatred roused
by them in the course of the last
ten years, of the tragic events of
Noakhali, Hazara, D. I. Khan
and Rawalpindi, Hindu and Sikh
minorities fear that the majority

' led by the Muslim League would

not do justice to them and that
even their life and property
would be in danger.

It is, therefore, necessary
for the League, the leading
political party in Pakistan, to
back the statement of its
leaders with positive actions
to restore communal peace
and to win the confidence of
the minorities.

FORM PEACE COMMITTEES

It is incumbent on the League
in Pakistan to take the initiative
and form joint “Aman (peace)
Committees in each town and
each village and each mohalla
of the Pakistan area. The League
should see that the majority
community guarantees the life
and property of each and every
member.

The Muslim League and its
lea',de'rs.hip havé to consider
this joint campaign for peace,
for protection of minorities,
their immediate and primary
task, It is for them to isolate
the riot-mongers from their
own ranks and render them
incapable of deing mischief.
It is for them to discourage
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and suppress
bate-mongering and  not to
spare even the bigger 1eqde1_'s
if they still directly or indi-
rectly ' encourage: minority-
baiting. e '
Democracy in Pakistan
not flourish, steps for recon-
struction and ushering in the
era .of material prosperity - and
moral and cultural uplift can-
not be taken, even for the Mus-
lim majority, if the communalist
hate-monger and riot-organiser
is not isolated and crushed from
the Muslim ranks. L
Such a step taken by the
League would find an immediate
response from the Hindu and
Sikh minorities in Pakistan. It
will help the sober and patriotic
elements among them to fight
and defeat the rabid communal-
ists in their own ranks. ‘
Furthermore, such a policy
pursued by the League in Pakis-
tan would help to restore com-
munal peace in Jndia, would
help the five crores of Mus-

can-

limg in Indian Union, = would

encourage the patriotic Con-
gressmen and other progres-
sive elements to effectively pur-
sue a similar policy in India.

SELF-DETERMINATION

Pakistan will be composed of
five main nationalities—Ben-
galis, Punjabis, Pathans, Balu-
chis and Sindhis.

It is clear that the unity of
all these in one State can be
firmly maintained and ‘all can
endeavour for the rebuilding of
their own life and for common
good, only if each one of these
nationalities is assured the
greatest possible freedom to

grow and develop according to -

its own genius and in confor-
mity with its own cultural tra-
ditions.

all - communal




The right of national self-
determination vesting in each
unit of Pakistan, would en-
sure justice, equality, guar-
antee against domination of
the weaker by the more:pow-
erful nationality and freedom

- to grow and develop in its own
way.
The conferring of this right
would bring each nationality

nearer each other by dispelling

all fears regarding domination
and would strengthen the unity
of the Pakistan State. Further-
more, it would be a powerful le-
ver for the growth of unity all
over India.

- The Bengali and Punjabi peo-
ple, artificially split today, would
see a possibility of reunifica-
tion; and all the Indian nation-
alities would see in it a basis for
ending the present era of sepa-
ratism and the re-union of all
Indians.

The recent experience of Yu-
goslavia shows how  self-deter-
mination given to the five com-
ponent nationalities of that
State, accompanied by the up-
rooting of reactionary vested
interests, who sowed seeds of na-
tional and communal conflicts,
has united the entire country.

A similar policy pursued in
Pakistan would strengthen Paki-
stan democratically and pave
the way for the unity of all In-
dian nationalities on the basis
of freedom, equality and demo-
cracy.

The new Pakistan State will
have to tackle immediately the
two questions of providing
immediate economic relief to
the masses and of taking
measures to rebuild in a plan-
ned manner the economy of
Pakistan, to undo the ravages
of two hundred years of ruth-

less imperialist exjﬂoitation
W{tll its bitter fruit of indus-
trial backwardness, agrarian

misery and cultural blackout.. -

PROBLEMS OF FOOD AND
CLOTH

The problems of food and
cloth and housing shortage and
of unemployment will have to
be tackled immediately.

The food problem has two as-
peets—production and distribu-
tion. i

A drive for increased . food
produclion raises the question
of granting certain elemen-
tary rights to the vast masses

.f tenants in the Pakistan

areas.

The Haris of Sind, the Muzaras
of the Punjab and Frontier, the
adhiars and the poor peasants
of Bengal are today cruelly ex-
ploited by the jagirdars, Khans
and big landlords and jotedars,
who with the support of the Bri-
tish imperialist State have de-
prived them not only of pro-
prictory rights over the Ilands
which they till, but who through
various foul means deprive them
also of a fair share in the crop
produced by their toil.

RIGIITS OF TENANTS

In the various constituent
units of Pukistan, in Bengal,
the Punjab, the NW.FP. and
Sind, iminediate legislation
should be introduced to secure
the rights of tenants over land
and over their crops. This will
result in inereased production of
food grains.

Steps should also be taken
for the abolition of landlord-
ism, the jagirdari system and
all forms of parasitical feudal-
ism fostered in our country by
the imperialists in order to
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create an entire class of pro-
" imperialist, anti-people ele-
ments. i
 They keep down 'the people,
hinder agrarian development
and perpetuate backwardngss
and reaction in our entire social
life. i
The people of Pakistan, par-
ticularly the vast masses of the
peasantry, cannot prosper, food
production cannot increase, the
political life of the country can-
not be cleansed - of corruption
and reaction, unless this class—

" the biggest base of reaction in
o Pakistan—is

liquidated for

good.
 Immediately steps have also
‘to be taken to upioot hoard-
ing, blackmarketing, profiteer-

ing and bureaucratic ineffici-

ency in regard to foed. Pakis-

tan is a surplus food area.

_Still, it was a combination of

imperialist inefficiency, infla-

tion, hoarding and profiteering
which caused the frightful

Bengal famine.

Pakistan should not only pro-
vide food for its own people bub
also do its duty by the rest of
India by conducting a vigorous
anti-hoarding and anti-black-
market drive. A procurement
drive with popular co-operation
can deféat the profiteer and help
the peasants and town people
alike—that is also the Dbest
means of fighting bureaucratic
inefficiency and corruption.

ECONOMIC PLANNING

In order to permanently
reot out economic backward-
ness econtomic planning has

" also to be undertaken by FPa-
kistan. The nascent capitalist
class in Pakistan economy,
would, because of its weak-
ness, support the policy of al-

liance with British and Ame-
rican big business—thus jeo-
pardising the - very indepen-
dence of Pakistan. All the hor-
rors of Capitalist exploitation
would also. follow.

Ag it is a question of almost
starting from a scratch, as far
as industry is concerned in Pa-
kistan, it is possible to-start all
the basic industries on a nation-
alised basis, thus ensuring maxi-
mum and speedy. industrial de-
velopment, and maximum bene-
fit for the people. =~

In such a plan of economic
development =~ Pakistan should
seek the help and assistance .
above all of India. A co-ordi-
nated economic plan for Paki-
stan and India would be of great
help to both and save both from
grogning under the economic
domination of rapacious British
and American monopoly capita--
lists. \

Above all, it has to be real-
ised that a people’s democra-
tic economy cannot be Built
without the active support and
willing participation of the
weorking-class itself and their
trade unions in schemes of
ecenomic planning and indus-
trial development as well as
the immediate granting of
workers’ elementary demands
—minimum living wage, ade-
quate dearness allowance, so-
cial security benefits, ete
The right of the workers to

form their unions, the right to
strike must be secured for them.

The people of Pakistan will
realise their objective of full
freedom and democracy only if
the progressives of all parties—
League, Congress, Akali Party,

- Nationalist Sikhs, Socialist Party

and the Communist Party—join
in a common endeavour to rouse
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.and unite the people on the ba- COMMUNIST CO'-‘OPERATIOI\’%‘/

sis of the above programine.
and  the The Communist Party in Paj

kistan will sincerely endeavour 14
bring all progressives togeth o
for carrying forward the batts
for democracy and freedom.

The reactionaries
vested interests will be weaken-
ed to the extent the progressives
support the working-class and
peasant movements struggling

for elementary rights and fight The Communist Party w fﬁ\
for full democratic guarantees further co-eperate with + il
to all minorities. Yakistan Government in ever |-
Cnly by securing full gua- thing that it does in furthe :¢
rantees to the minorities and ance of the above: objectiv [~
fighting all discriminations Its aim will be to defeat reaq «
.against them will the people tion in all camps and brito
of Pakistan forge that wun- - the common pecple of all pax:-

ties and faiths together %
»uild Pakistan as a dfzmocr:r;;
M

breakable front of all sections
—which will defeat reaction g ‘
and ensure fuil freedom for {ic State in fraternal allian’
all. o vith the Indian Union.
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