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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

BHOWANI SEN, author of this pamphlet’ is the Secretary of the -

Bengal Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of India.
Entering political life even as a student, he joined the terrorist

revolutionary movement in Bengal and spent nearly the whole of

the thirties either in prison or internment. Revolutionary urge
for freedom and patriotic desire to serve his people brought him
into the Communist Party. During the last three years of hunger
and devastation in Bengal, Bhowani Sen has been one of the very
few of her sons to offer a correct lead to her people through a
clear understanding and indefatigable service. Here in this short
compass of forty pages, he not only touches upon all the various
aspects of the coliapse of Bengal’s rural economy but also gives
a call to the Bengalee People, Bengal’s parties and her leaders to
put .their shoulders together in a common effort to meet the com-
mon castastrophe.

Translator’s Note

This pamphlet was originally Published in Bengali in May
1945. In the Bemngali edition, passages guoted from English were
translated into Bengali, from which again they have been re-
translated into English. As it has not been possible to look up
the original English references, it is likely that the passages in the
Present edition may not tally word for word with their original,
but the tramslations as far as possible try te give a faithful
rendering.

Bombay,
Octoker 23, 1945, - NiKHII. CHAKRAVARTY.

EIGHT ANNAS

- RURAL BENGAL IN RUINS

A storm seems to have blown over Bengal, In 1043
when thousands of hungry, emaciated men and women
from the villages began a long queuve of agony and death
in Calcutta, the bankruptcy and corruption of an alien
bureaucracy stood exposed before the entire world. In
1943 Bengal lacked only six weeks’ foodstuffs, which cer-
tainly does not warrant such an unprecedented havoe
lasting all through the year. In course of a single year
35 lakhs perished out of hunger, and 12 to 15 lakhs of
men, women and children were turned into beggars. For
3 morsel of food men sold their wives and children and
fought with the dogs in the drains and dustbins for a
share of the crumbs and the leavings. And yet the Gov-
ernment and the ninety per cent of cur countrymen did
not save the remaining ten.

The Famine Enquiry Commission has declared that
15 lakhs have died as a result of the famine, but out of
this very famine, the big merchants have made a surplus
profit of Rs. 150 crores by selling the very rice for the want
of which those 15 lakhs had to die. This is 2 telling testi-
mony to the fact that the political deadlock has only
strengthened the lowliest of the land and with them their
lowliest instinets.

Foreign rule and the zemindari system have joined
hands to fleece Bengal's peasants and craftsmen, they
have not helped to build up her agriculture and industry.
These twin burdens have forced a huge chunk of Bengal’s
population to struggle on semi-fed or wunderfed. When
the war brought fresh burdens upon their already droop-
ing shoulders, there was no way of escaping the death
of millions.

The bulk of those who perished in 1943 came from
among the peasants and the agricultural labourers. And
these two sections also form the bulk of those who are
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still surviving as destiutes. Why is it that the very people
that grow the food were the first to fall and were the most
severely hit? Four and a half crores out of Bengal’s six
crores are peasants and 90 per cent of Bengal's arable land
produces paddy. And yet why should there be such a
devastating famine in this very Bengal?

NEMESIS OF PERMANENT SETTLEMENT

Twenty years’ average upto the year of the famine
has shown that the extent of paddy lands in Bengal is a
lit‘le over 2 crore acres, and the amount of rice grown
therein comes to about 23 crore maunds, Bengals six
crore inhsbitants need 30 crore maunds of rice a year, 27
crores according to other estimates. The curious thing
is that side by side with this deficit coming up year after

year, enormous stretches of land in Bengal yet lie uncul-

tivated. The Floud Commission Report reveals that there
is still 37 iakh acres of arable land lying fallow in Bengal.
According to official calculations, every acre fefches 12.4
maunds of rice. If the 37 lakhs of fallow arable acres are

permitted to be cultivated, they would add up another 5

crore maunds to the total annual rice-output in Bengal.

Such s large fract is left unused only because the
zemindar is the owner of the land and refuses to spend a
single copper on the land for cultivation. What he de-
mands is that the peasant should pay him the salami, the
rent, and at his own expense, clear the land, irrigate it
and fertilise it. But the Bengal kisan has not got the
means to pay for all that: lands with natural irrigations
glone are therefore cultivated, plots that entail heavy
expenses for irrigation are just not touched. ‘Onlyl 6.2
per cent of the entire arable acreage of Bengal is dr-amr?d
by the Government irrigation arrangements, v»_.'hlle in
other parts of India the Government covers a considerably
larger acreage through its irrigation projects.

In the Punjab, 55 per cent and in Madras 33 per cent
of the entire arable acreage is served by the irrigation

‘grrangements. The innumerable rivers, ecanals and

marshes in Bengal have no doubt reduced the exXpenses on
yrigation; yet 37 lakhs of acres remain fallow owing to
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Iack of irrigation and manures, only because the domin-
ant interest of both the Government and the zemindar is
just to extract the rent from the peasant, and nobody
spends anything on the land in the interest of the coun-
try as-a whole.

The imperialist exploitation coupled with the
zemindari fleecing have so thoroughly impoverished the
bulk of Bengal’s peasantry that the amount of land held
per head by them is extremely meagre, so meagre thad
its produce does not meet ‘their annual needs, and they
have to depend on the outside market for their food. Most
of the rice stock coming into the market is owned by the
zemindar, the jotedar or the stockist. Had the tiller of
the soil been able to meet his own need out of the pro-
duce of the very land he {tills, the peasantry would nob

have been hit at all even if the price had soared to Rs. 100

a maund. But thanks to the Permanent Settlement, the
peasant has been systematically impoverished during the
last -one decade, and with his impoverishment his land
has passed on to other hands. Most of the peasants are
now forced to buy from the market. The Floud Commis-
sion furnishes the following account of how many peasang
families have how much land: :

(A) Less than 2 acres of land 46 per cent families

2-3 acres 11.2 v s

(B 3-4 acres 9.4 ” .

4-5 acres 8.0 2 2

&) 5-10 acres 7.0 2 2
more than 10 acres 8.4

A family cannot have iis annual requirement of paddy
met from its own land with less than 2% to 3 acres. None
of the 57 per cent of families have got more than 3 acres
of land. The first impact of the famine knocked them
down.

Every year 10 crore maunds of the entire yield of rice
comes to the market. Who controls the sale of this
amount? It is not Group (A) of the above list—i.e. 57 per
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-famine; despite lower yield, whatever there was was lock-

-d up by the profiteer in his godown. » HASOFOL D e 10D :o :
Distribution ‘became the charge of a bureaucracy which %,En 3%%33%&335%3%33 2
from its top to bottom is tainted with corruption, a bureau- g2 |2 2 BRESSSCIERECHRRE | §
cracy whose objective is not service of the people but ex- 25 = — A1 08 00 F 10 o O F Q115 O O en 2
ploitation and repression. At that time the Congress, the NS - . BSRYSREREIERIIE |8
Leagie and the Mahasabha were engaged in fratricidal . £p| o2 e BIrse5EgEgRgInyd |8,
bickerings, most of the patriots thinking that they hadv 9 '; ERE] ® g SERgsr RS Inagsd 3;
1o part to play so far as distribution was concerned. And S g g‘ P ~ o <
S0 the famine spread like a forest fire all over Bengal. o) g3 Cw 0D IR N D P T |
| PEASANT HAS LOST HIS LAND Z £° 38 SHEEESSRRAEIENY | @
: 3 5% 23gEncigddsggsd |8
. It is the good earth which is the very life of the kisan E N v R )
—nothing is more sacred, nothing more attractive than @ E wb 38 § § :a: g § § g §§ § § é‘gll@ , § ,
it. He would sell everything in his home, but his land he B o 35 ;_f;“,-c“s“m“e“ o5 o .3“ ‘
would not sell unless he was helpless and it was the, only “’j 3 ZE ) )
thing left to sell. Of those who have thus been thrown a b= SIBRERsesI2888s 18 .
off the land, 15% lakhs are still in a state of destitution. 2513 |s e B b i b v e b
From the account given by the Government Sub-Regis- 2 E » |3y | & g S SR hga iy Sl A
trars it is learnt that the sale of plots fetching Rs. 250 or i g | % & g A 2
less have totalled Rs. 10 crores worth of land. That is, g s £ ) N
during 1943, the‘ poor peasants of Bengal have sold Rs. 10 @ & & o :o%z ga §§L§§%§§ §_§§ i“-‘g g § _
crores worth of lands. (Refer to the table on page 7 =3 s SHAdE o o -~
which takes into account only the famine-devastated % "E Z & e
areas). o > Bllgllliiiriiioroz
'~ Not more than one per cent of the kisans who have 8 2 5_13 g >
i&ﬁs lost their land, have got it back, not even by means < :g, 9. g g & . = =
of the legal provision for restitution. In 15 areas alone, g = § 'E - .En'é\ £ 1
5 lakh kisans have sold off Rs. 10 crores worth of land f £ S 3 £ .gﬂ zg & |
in the course of a single year. In these areas, the num- E <] , A . xhFrE E“ :,g g Eﬁ‘ ‘
‘her of plots with occupancy rights comes to 4,26,683, and ) g EE’ Eﬁ@g E‘sf\‘g | ég;
‘that too only those whose price does not go beyond Rs. 250. E s .- :ED;:V 5 éﬂ < Z—%
“Phe largest number of land transfer ever taking place in g 2 85, U:)g 5:5 5 % 5*;% 's:) 25 £
‘Bengal previous to this, was in 1923 when the number of = = mﬁ EE% = 5 %:é, é% 3 sz k= %E,
plots sold (not restricted to plots worth less than Rs. 250) u g @ {555355’?.‘:55%‘35 12
dame to 3,14,000; even in the years succeeding the econo- 2 §n i é'*"ﬁ s 55 g g a §D§ 2%
“mie crisis of 1929, the number remained at lower than 2 : §2EaE g g H :%f” $5= 8
takhs.  The  displacement of peasantry from land had ¥ 'g‘é EE% E _—°#§ 2 én;; ERE ‘
§ RSHAGEZZZISESSE

_never before taken place on such a large scale as in 1943.
.o *The experts have concluded after proper enquiry that

6




5 per cent of the peasantry have sold off their entire pro-
perty. Another 11 per cent have sold off a portion of
their holdings. This land has been bought by the zemin-
dar, the jotedar and the contractor. It is these people
who piled up tons of gold through the war. Most of the
peasants who have quitted their land have begun to be
engaged as day labourers on -others’ holdings, and the
rest have turned into beggars. Through the same occu-
pation of cultivation, the simple relation of rural life has
been smashed up and has given place to a heart-rending
contrast of enormous property side by side with appalling;
destitution. From brothers to each other they have turn-
ed themselves into slaves and masters. .

KISANS YOKED TO PLOUGH—NO BULLOCKS

Among those who would rather starve and beg than
give up their land, there are many who do not have the
bullocks to plough their land. Even under normal con-
ditions it was the well-off jetedars who had most of the
pullocks. 50 per cent of the bullocks in Bengal were owned
by the remaining four-fifths all together. Many of these
driven by the sight of hunger gnawing at their women
and children had to sell their bullocks to buy rice. During
1943-44, twenty per cent of the bullocks either perished
or "pa.ssed into the hands of the non-tillers. A bullock.
which cost Rs. 50 before famine now costs Rs. 200 to Rs. 250
and even at that price it is scarce, and where available,
most of the peasants have not got the means to purchase
it. .

The Government has sanctioned cattle purchase loan
for the peasants but its unbelievable meagreness is evi-
dent from the fact that in an entire union, the sanctioned
grant has come to Rs. 1,000 only, that is, the total price-
of 5 to 6 bullocks! At this rate, it comes to less than one
bullock per thousand Kisans. In many cases, the few
kisans who had got the money could not secure .a bullock
because there is no arrangement for supplying bullocks.
Goaded by want, the kisan has eaten up the cattle loan.
And now, repeated reminders are coming to hirh from the

Government to pay up the loan. So, instead of securing’
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the bullock, the ‘kisan has just added to his burden of
debts. .
B The scarcity of cattle is so acute and the desire {o
live on the part of the kisan is so strong that at places
the spectacle of the kisan yoking his own son or brother
to the plough has been witnessed. But not all can do
such a thing, and so there are cases where the kisan has
sold off his holding owing to want of cattle.

AGRICULTURE AT STANDSTILL

Those who are fortunate to have cattle cannot always .

afford to provide nourishment to the cattle. The price
of oil-cake even in the year of the famine was at Rs. 10
or 11 per bag, now it cannot be had for less than Rs. 17
or 18. The prices of agricultural implements have gone
up by 3 to 4 times.

According to the estimate of the Agricultural Depari-
ment of the Bengal Government, the cost of paddy culti-
vation per acre in 1937 in the distriets of Rajshahi and
Bogra was Rs. 18-9, in Birbhum Rs. 25-8. - Calculating on
the basis of the amount of agricultural requirements men-
tioned in that estimate, we have worked out an estimate
of the cost of cultivation in 1944. In 1944 the cost of cul-’
tivation in Rajshahi-Bogra has gone up to Rs. 57-6 per
aere, in Birbhum to Rs. 67-9 per acre. According to this,
the cost of just producing a maund of paddy comes to
Rs. 5. In some of the districts, the cost of producing one
maund of paddy comes to as high as Rs. 7. Under such
conditions, the poorer sections of the people cannot obvi-
ously afford to purchase the rice that is sold at a price
that guarantees a profit, in addition to the cost of grow-
ing it with hired labour.

In normal conditions, even where the poor peasant
sold off his land, the jotedars could supply rice at a cheap
rate after having grown it with hired labour and having
kept a margin of profit. But such conditions no longer
prevail. :

The land of the poor peasant is passing into the
hands of the zemindar, the jotedar and the contractor.
If they want to make it a commercial venture to raise
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¢érops by imeans.of hired labour, on a large scale, then
the price of foodstuffs would rise rather than fall, while
the poor peasant finds it impossible to retain his own
holding. Agricultural implements, cattle, manure—
everything has disappeared from the market. This is the
picture of agriculture at a standstill.

* 'But for the present, cultivation would not be stopped
on that account. 65.9 per cent of the peasants till their
own soil themselves with the help of their families. They
would carry on with cultivation whether the cost of culti-
vation is covered by the sale of the produce or not. Other
peasants and jotedars too will not leave their land fearing
an’ outright loss. They would carry on with cultivation in
the traditional way, but how long could things go on in
this way?

The. urge to survive goads the peasant to continue
‘With cultivation somehow or other, and the land is not
. left untended. In the very year of the famine, he has
raised the crop in every aere eéven when he was almost

dying of starvation. So, in 1944 the fields were found to

be overflowing with an unbounded yield, as it were. We
gnly notice the golden crop in the field and the appear-
ance of rice in the market, but we do not realise at the
same time the changes brought about in the life of the
peasant and in that of the village community. The pro-
pert1ed peasant is today dependent upon the prosperous
peasant in the village or upon the jotedar for his land, his
cattle, for oil-cake and even for seed. He has to sell him-
self at any terms to secure land, catfle and seed, or he
would be reduced to a day labourer. The propertied pea-
sant is today being reduced to become a day labourer, a
debt-serf or a slave. Bengal’s rural community is mainly
a community of propertied peasants—today it is being re-
duced to a community of landed serfs.

WANT AND UNREST IN EVERY HOME
From the home of the peasant, the craftsman or of
the middle class—peace and contentmient have gone for
‘good. Because of rationing in Calcutta, the black-mar-
keteers could not run away with the rice this year. ‘The
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bumper crop of last. year has staved off famine from the.
_villages even though the Government has shirked the-:
responsibility of supply. But that does not mean that the
cost of living has come down—rather, it has gone up .com-
pared to 1943.

Cloth cannot. be. had in Caleutta, leave aside ihe
mofussil. Black-market sells a pair of dhoties or saris at
Rs. 20 to 25 and none but the fortunate rich can get it.
The village women have to remain in semi-nudity owmg“
to lack of cloth, and reports have come of husbands
divorcing their wives on that account. Cases are not rare -
of ladies from bhadralog families having to put on rags

- from torn quilt-covers or loin cloth. As with the rice

queues of 1943, the cloth queues of 1945 are turning into-
big jostling and fighting crowds.

In 1943 there was at least the arrangement for khi-
churi (for gruel) distribution with the opening of kitchens.
But in 1945 there is no arrangement for cloth distribution.:
The Government have announced that even in case of -
ratlomng, they will not be able to grant more than 16 -
yards per head per year.

Mustard oil is about to disappear from the market. -

The control rate for mustard oil is Re. 1-5-6 a seer, but’ -

it cannot be had at the control rate, it is being sold at
Rs. 2 per seer in the black-market. The control price of -
salt is 0-3-6 a seer, but most people have to buy from the-
black-market at 0-6-0 a seer. In 1944, the price of 'salb:

went up as high as Re. 1 a seer, and only after rationing: -

the price has come down. The supply of sugar has been: -
reduced. In the villages good and clean sugar cannot be'--
had at all,” the villagers have to buy the worst quality-

sugar—full of dirf and inedible—at Re. 1 a seer. 'There -
is rationing of sugar and salt in the villages, but only the -
influential people in the village get it while the illiterate -
poor are left out. Even middle-class householders have:

practically been forced to give up fish and milk.

Every family has been hit by this searcity, but nothing:..

has hit a middle-class family more than this. The increase- -

in ‘their earnings has beenfar outstripped by the rise in
their expenses. So the burden of debt has grown in every
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poor family in the village. The data collected by the Kisan
Samiti workers show the increase in indebtedness in the
worst. of the famine-affected areas: :

Description of the Percentage of Percentage of
family. families in debt families in debt
' in-1943. in 1944.
“Kisan Familics .. .. 43 66
Various Craftsmen . . .. 27 . 56
Miscellaneous .. .. 17 48

‘M'From this acecount, some developments may be clearly

diséerned: first, at present more than half the population
in the village are indebted to a section in the village.

§g¢9ndly, in course of one year since 1943 the amount of-

rural indebtedness has enormously increased. Thirdly,
nowadays the debts of the various middle-class families
have increased more than of any of the others. The means
of livelihood are daily dwindling as the expenses are going
up day by day. There is no way of escape from this in-
debtedness. It will culminate in the enslavement of most
of the villagers to a section of the village rich. '

.. Middie-class families are going to pieces on the im-
pact of the crisis. For the last 50 years, the joint families
in Bengal had been disintegrating. This crisis has pre-
éipitated the collapse. The dominant problem of every
middle class bhadralog is to survive at any cost. The earn-

i;'ig that is made in schools, in literary pursuits, in small |

trading or in ordinary employment in the mofussil does
1ot suffice for anybody today. With that earning one can-
not maintain five dependents. So, everybody is going their
own way in pursuit of fresh earnings. Those without any
eémrning do not nowadays get the same amount of help from
fi'iends and relatives as in the past. Thus, self-interest,

selfishness and meanness are vitiating the peace and har-

mony of middle-class homes.

For the last one hundred years, it is the endowment

and charity of the middle class that have built up Bengal’s
é@ucation and culture. It is their initiative, care and ser-
vice. that have Xept up the corporate life in the village;
the_,,village library, sports, entertainments, ceremonies and
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festivals have infused life into communal existence. Today
the life of the same middle class has cracked up, the vil-
lage school, sports, entertainments ang even the village
library today are in most cases left untended. A tremeng-
ous transformation is taking place inside the life of the
village, and this transformation is not towards growth, nor
towards life, but towards ruin and death.

EXTINCTION OF VILLAGE ARTESANS

The poor peasant is struggling with the litile that he
has for his very life. Many among the educated middie
class are tirelessly trying for jobs abroad. Village crafts-
men, like the fisherman, the leather worker, the black-
smith, the potter, ang the weaver, are almost going ex-
tinct as a class, They received the worst shock during the
famine, and today too they are having to Tace the biggest
obstacles to rehabilitate themselves.

Chittagong’s fisherman bopulation numbered 29.000.
During the famine, -25,000 fishermen .came to the relief
kitchens; of them nearly 8,000 have since died of hunger.
Most of the rest are even today wandering about like des-~
titutes. . Without shelter, without their fishing nets, with-
out boats, with families disintegrat_ing and relatives torm
apart from each other—such is the plight of Chittagong’s
fishing community. A local worker has given the follow-
ing description of & village in Nadia district:

“Gadgacha is a village in Nadia distriet, with
& population of 30 families. The total number of
heads in 1942 was 149. At present there are 98 in
the village of whom 38 are boys and girls....Dur~
ing the year of the famine, they lost their nets.
their yarn, their boats, ete. The marshes in this
area have gone into the hands of the zemindars
and bigger contractors. Fishermen have to pay
rent for fishing and the rate of rent is exorbitantly
high.” (Janayuddha, 6th December, 1944.)

In Kumarbhog Union of Dacca district, out of. 50
houses in a fishermen’s locality, only 30 still survive. Half
the people have perished. Cnly 5 or 7 families have got
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fishing nets, not a single one has got a boat, and none
have the means fo hire a boat. In the fishermen’s locality
in Dakshin Medinimandgl, only two-thirds of the popu-
lation have survived.

Drummers, carpenters, washermen and such other
groups are in the same plight as the fishermen. In Jana-
yuddha, (Vol. 3, No. 7), Subhas Mukhopadhyaya gives the
following description of village life in Vikrampore in the
district of Dacca: :

“The nights are no longer filled with the sound

= of drums in the drummers’ para (locality). In the

past, they used to be called from ‘such distant

_places as Chittagong and Mymensingh, but nowa-

days festivals and ceremonies have practically died
out.

It is doubtful if a quarter of the festivities held
in. the past takes place foday. Leather work is
almost closed. Carpentry is also at a standstill.
The cane sells at Rs. 3 to 3-8, but there is no buyer
in the markef. Besides, owing to transport diffi-
culties, import of cane from Assam has practically
ceased, while the supply from Faridpur side is held
up with people being afraid to proceed there be-
cause of the virulence of malaria in those very
areas. The drummers’ para in Tangibari village
is almost wiped out.”

Among the village craftsmen, the condition of weavers
was so far the best of all. There are 2 lakhs of weavers in
Bengal, who with their families would form a community
of 12 lakhs. Weavers supply one-fourth of Bengal's total
requirements of cloth. Today the whole of Bengal is
faced with cloth famine, while the weavers are lying idle
-owing to lack of yarn.

In the district of Bogra “in the village of
Dashtika, 200 weavers’ families live. =~ The total
number of looms is 173 and 25 persons have got 4
to 5 bighas of arable lands. During the famine 50
of them had to save themselves by eating at the
town relief kitchen, while the epidemics have car-

~
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ried off 60 more. Of 25, 13 have turned into day
labourers by selling off their total of 52 bighas of
land. Nearly 100 weavers have somehow carried
on by mortgaging their looms to one or two pros-
berous and rising weavers. Not only at Dashtika,
but in all the villages of the district, such is the
plight of the weavers.” (Janayuddha, 15-3-45)

Such examples can be multiplied.

Weaver’s yarn, blacksmith’s iron, fisherman’s net,
potter’s earth, shoemaker’s leather—every article of need
for the village craftsman has gone into the blackmarket.
Only those who are fortunate enough to collect raw mate-
rials from blackmarket, can carry on with their traditional
hereditary crafts. Leaving aside the question of getting
‘the destitute back into society, even those who still sur-
vive in society are themselves heading towards destitution.

The very same village craftsmen who have so long
.struggled against foreign imported goods and the factories
in our country, are today on the point of extinction as a
result of the war crisis and famine. In our country,
machine industries have not grown up to a sufficient
degree—at least, there is not enough industrialism as to
be able to absorb the village poor or to meet the demands
-of our people’s requirements—while, on the other hand,
the crafts of the village craftsmen are about to be closed
-down. The village craftsmen are in a helpless state, be-
ing reduced to paupers without a prop.

Thanks to foreign rule, Bengal’s economy and society
were already being undermined and weakened yecar by
year, and these have not had the strength to stand up
to the strain of the war erisis. War had not sullied Ben-
gal’s soil, the foreign invader could not set his foot on
Bengal, and yet the impact of the crisis has sent Bengal’s
soclety and economy tottering like a house of cards.

RELICS OF THE FAMINE

Famine has visited India many a time. But each of
the previous waves of famine was merely a crisis lasting
for a year. Crop failure might have led to scarcity one
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year, and the crisis disappeared with the coming in of
the new crop with the new year. None of these famines:
left behind any permanent scar upon the society. The:
Bengal Famine of 1943 was not mere food scarcily of z.
yvear. With the country in bondage, the regime of the
bureaucracy coupled with the influence of the Permanent.
Zemindari Settlement had- so crippled Bengal’'s agricul-
ture, industry and even social life, that the war crisis led
to famine. The disintegration started by the famine has
shaken the entire social structure to its very roots, and

that process of disintegration still continues-—lohg after

the famine itself is over. This wound shall not be auto-
matically healed up, it would take 2 long time to recover,.
and to bring that about Bengal’'s social fabric has to be
rebuilt afresh.

According to official reports, out of Bengal’s 6 crore
population, the famine severely hit the lives of 2 crores.
There are 90 sub-divisions in Bengal, in 29 of which the
famine appeared in its worst form. Bengal’s total area
is 82,955 square miles, of which the entire people in 21,665
square miles were very severely hif by the famine (vide
Famine Enguiry Committee Report, p. 96).

Thirty-five lakhs have perished in the famine. Those-
who have survived present the problem of the day. Ex-
perts opine that 10 per cent of the population in the de--

vastated areas are yet destitutes. Well-known statisti-

cians have shown that 12 lakhs of people are still desti-
tute beggars. The number of impoverished but not totally -

- destituted comes to 60 lakhs. Of them, 27 lakhs are agri-

cultural labourers, 15 lakhs are poor peasants, 15 lakhs.

village artisans, and 25,000 school teachers. Besides there
are people from other classes. In a word, the main fields

of social and economic activity in practically one-half of

Bengal have been ruined by the famine.
It is impossible for these destitutes to rehabilitate

themselves on their own because the entire social life is.

today in a state of complete anarchy. The peasant, the

artisan and the middle class—the economic and social
position of them all is precariously threatened, everyone:-
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is engaged in a desperate life-and-death struggle indivi-
dually.

The destitute is recruited from every section and class
of society. He is not a professional beggar: only two
years back he was one-among-the-ten in society and like
the others, had his own home, his family, his occupation.
As the famine overtook him, he at first spent off his sav-
ings, and then dragged on by borrowing. When he could
0o longer get any loan, he sold off all his property—mov-
able and immovable and finally pauperised, trudged into
the relief kitchen. As he took to the road, the old family
ties of the wife and children were broken, there remained
only the desperate animal effort of everybody to fill his
own belly. Even in the dustbin and the drain man and
dog have scrambled with each other for the leavings.

The shock of this brutal transformation wiped off all
yearnings for property, family, religion and society from
his mind. The mother sold off her own son, the husband
his wife. Had this vast army started looting, then in one
moment the whole of Bengal would have been turned into
a jungle infested with ferocious beasts. It was not that
there was nothing to loot in the country—rather the rich
have enriched themselves in this very period. . But these
destitutes came from the villages, saturated with the love
of peace and honesty, characteristic of rural society. They
are the inheritors of a great and ancient civilisation, and
standing even in the queue of death, they kept up within
themselves the last streak of civilisation, the unbounded
fortitude of our village civilisation kept them away from
the path of looting.

HOUSEHOLBERS TURNING INTO BEGGARS

There has hardly .been any concerted effort to rehabili-
tate the destitutes into society. Agriculture, crafts, com-
merce—everything is at a standstill. And yet everybody
is thinking: what is to be done; nothing can be done;
there is no way out. Those upon whom prosperity has
smiled thanks to the war, only think of minting gold by
any and every means. And over our destiny there presides
a bureaucracy that has nothing to do with people’s ser-
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vice, and whose sole concern is to maintain its own do-
mination unimpeded. Under such circumstances, rather
than the destitute being reinstated inte the householder,
it is more than likely that the householder is turned into.
the destitute. So, for the last two years, the broken-up
middle-class families have swelled the ranks of nomadie
beggars, without homes and without the ties of society.
" The following data collected by relief workers reveal
the dangercus increase in the number of beggars:

Name of the sub- No. of families Percentage of bheggars

division. investigated among the total number of
families

1939 1943 1944
Tangail .. .. .. 269 55 1.1 2.21
Tamluk .. .. .- 478 4.00 7.33 8.33
‘Diamond Harbour .. 269 172  3.69 6.78
Hooghly .. .. .. 244, 2.1 2.1 2.9
Narayanganj .. .. 233 2.71 2.79 5.15

Compared to 1939, the number of beggars has doubled
in Tamluk and Narayanganj and gone up by four times
in Tangail and Diamond Harbour. From the experience
of the 15 worst-affected subdivisions, it may be safely
‘said that in every subdivision, seven per cent of the fami-
lies, on the average, earn their living by begging. This
is possible only in the country where man has lost the
urge to serve the country. For the country in which peo-
ple take to begging so rapidly and in such large numbers,
it is obvious that their natural economy has broken to
pieces.

EPIDEMICS

Those who could somehow survive the famine were
caught in the grip of epidemics.

The Publicity Department of the Bengal Government
has announced that upto September 1944, 12 lakhs have
died of epidemics. 'That means that the tide of death
that the famine brought to Bengal in 1943 has continued
unabated through 1944, thanks to epidemiecs.

Famine and destitution have so ruthlessly sapped the
vitality of the Bengalees that today any and every disease
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takes on the proportion’ of an epidemic and death-rate
mounts to unprecedented levels. K

The first wave of epidemics came in August-Septem-
ber 1943 along with the famine. ‘The famine-stricken peo=
ble were infected with cholera and dysentery as they had
started eating inedible and rotten foodstuffs. o s

There is no record of the number of deaths as a resuld
of this, only a faint idea could be had from some of the
hospitals working then. About this time, diseases spread
80 rapidly in the villages in Rangpur district that the
Kisan Sabha workers out to combat the famine were in-
capacitated by diseases. The local leaders and workers of
some of the powerful Kisan Samiti bases lost their lives
through cholera .and small-pox. Those who stood up
against the famine could not stem the march of the epi-
demics. . In those very areas where the famine appeared
in its worst form, as for instance in Faridpore, Chittagong
and North Bakerganj, came the epidemiecs with their {rail
of death, as in Rangpur.

The seeond wave of epidemics came in December 1943
and lasted till February 1944. The dominant ailments thig
time were malaria and small-pox.. Malaria took such @
virulent form that the death-rate this year far surpassed
any previous records. In the first four months of 1944,
malaria took a toll of 2 lakhs of deaths In Bengal. Thig
account is collected by the Bengal Government’s Health
Department. In seven of the districts of North and East
Bengal, small-pox assumed the broportions of an epide-
mic, and in the first three months of 1944, in those seven,
districts alone, 45,000 people died of Ssmall-pox. The
figure for these districts for 1943 wags 1,600 only. In the
district of Rangpur it became Impossible to hold hats or
markets or meetings and demonstrations owing to the
Prevalence of small-pox, and small-pox victims could hé
seen rcaming about the streets like the hungry destitutes
of a few months back, ) o

From April to June, the tempo of epidemics lessened
to a certain extent. But with the first burst of monsoon:
the third wave of epidemics was upon us. This fime it
was malaria. Practically every district of Bengal was ate
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tacked. At its peak in September, nearly half of Bengal’s
population was suffering from malaria. In the suburbs
of Calcutta, at Narkeldanga and Beliaghata, malaria
adfected every home. The relief workers got the following
account by collecting the data from some of the localifies
in the mofussil:

Name of the sub-division Percentage of population
affected
Tangail (Mymensingh District) g
Tamluk (Midnapore District) . . 33
Hooghly .. .. .. 8
Meherpur (Nadia District) S 9
. Narayanganj (Dacea District). . .. .15

Such widespread epidemics not only leave behind a
trail of death, they hit agriculture and industry and in-
crease destitution in the community. Many able-bodied
persons became complefely incapacitated through repeated
attacks of disease. At many places with the incapacita-
tion of 10 per cent of the earning persons, their depend-
ents only swelled the army of the destitutes. Hunger in
1943 and disease in 1944 have reduced many families into
beggars and have increased the number of deserted vil-
iages. .

Death coming iike the tidal wave is engulfing village
after village and driving women and children in a2 state
of helplessness to the mire of destitution. There is no
estimate of how many thousands have been crippled for
good as a result. Professors P. C. Mahalanobis and K. P.
Chattopadhyaya are coilecting data about the aftermsath
of the famine on a wide scale. The day when such data
will be published, there will be revealed to the world the
story of the staggering tragedy that has befallen our great
and ancient nation.

In the villages of Bengal, the birth-rate is falling, and
death-rate has begun to outstrip the birth rate. Below is
given the report from two villages taken from the vital
statistics kept by the District Boards:
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15 unions in Kusthia P. S,
(Nadia Dist.) excluding

Chittagong D. C. Kusthia Municipality
(Per thousand) (Total number) o
Year Births Deaths Births Deaths
1942 - .. 221 21.07 2,826 3,285
1943 .. .. 151 47 .05 - 2,381 4,503
1944 13.92 28.6 1,284 2,778

This may be taken as the porirait of the famine-
devastated areas. Should the Bengalee race go out of
existence in this way? Perhaps it won’t be extinet, for
the desire to live, to exist is strong in man, and so the
destitute and the diseased will struggle to live on some-
how, by some means or the other. If society cannot pro-
vide for their existence, they will go outside its pale and
still fight on for their existence. Among the disabled, the
weak and the crippled, nothing shall matter but the ani-
mal instinet of filling one’s belly—some would turn into
the slaves of the rich, yet others would become anti-social
criminals. :
Such is the deadly devastation wrought by disease,.
and yet the urge for ready and unhesitating charity  is
lacking among Bengal’s rich. There are not a few in Ben-
‘gal who have piled up fortunes out of the war and through
biack-marketing by hoarding during the famine, but the
fountain of patriotism and charity in them has dried up.
' At a Press Conference called on June 6, 1944, in con-
nection with the appeal for help for the Bengal Medieal
Relief Co-ordination Committee, Dr. B. C. Roy remarked:
“I have not g0t the same amount of help from
Bengal as I have got from outside. It is true that
the capacity to donate of Bengal’s public has gone
down to a great extent during the last famine, but
many have grown rich in this period. Why are not
they coming forward with help? My appeal to the
press therefore is that they should through their
respective papers carry on g campaign for this.
It is my firm belief that with proper campaigning
and propaganda, plenty of help would be forth-
coming from Bengal.” (Janayuddha, 14th' June,
1944.)
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BLACK-MARKETING IN MEDICINE

When the disease became rampant, medicine like
other commeodities, also disappeared. Quinine is the only

medicine for malaria. Last year when malaria, was the
most virulent, quinine could nowhere be found in the
market. In the countryside, quinine has been sold in the
black-market at as high as Rs. 900 per 1b., while the con~
trol rate is only Rs. 37-8-0 per 1b. At that time th® mar-

ket rate in Calcutta was Rs. 400 per 1b. Even today,
duinine cannot be had for less than Rs. 200 per lb. in

the Calcutta market. All the other ingredients of medi-
cines are mostly the monopolies of big European firms;

and they are all sold at.a far higher price than the Gov-
ernment control rate, and even then cannot always be
had. Below is given the comparative control and black-

market prices of some of the chemicals:

Name of the chemical Control rate Market rate
Soda bicarb .. .. Rs. 15 per cwt. Rs. 60 per cwt.
Boric acid .. .. .- Rs. 0-13-0 perIb. Rs. 5-8-0 per Ib.
Carbolic acid .. .. Rs.1-14-0 perlb. Rs. 25 per 1b.

The market rate went up in the middle of 1944, but
has recently come down a little.

When medicines are so expensive, it is next to im-

possible for the poor to consult a doctor or to get medi-

cines. In this anarchy, death was the only alternative

left to them. It is difficult for the poorer doctors to pro~
cure medicines, and under such circumstances, adultera-
tion in medicine is widespread. On the one hand is the

virulence of disease, and on the other is the scarcity of
medicines, and the two together have spread a serious

panic in the counftry.

In August 1944, a Conference of doctors, medical stu--

dents and druggists was held in the Indian Medical Asso-

ciation Hall under the presidentship of Dr. B. C. Roy..

At that Conference the following resolution was adopted:

“This Conference is of the opinion that unless
sufficient quantities of medicines are supplied
through non-official organisations, the black-mar-
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ket in these things cannot be stopped. This Con-
ference appeals to the manufacturers and sellers
of drugs that they should resist from black-mar-
keting in medicines needed to save millions of
lives.

RULE OF THE BLACKMARKET

Why should there be such an acute scarcity in Ben-~
gal’s villages? Why should there be such an exorbitant
rise in the price of every necessity? The traders say,
there is not enough supply in the country, and with no
imports, prices go up. That is true. But there is such 2
thing as honesty, and to corner goods to raise the prices,
and to raise them to such a prohibitive level that none
but the rich can afford to buy them—this certainly is not
honesty. Honest trade implies selling at such a rate that
the producer after meeting his expenses should get a
natural and reasonable amount of profit. To raise the
prices at the time of scarcity simply because it could be
done because of the scarcity, no matter if that means death
to millions of our countrymen, is the code of the jungle,
not. of civilised society. During the war, it is this code
of the jungle which has become the policy of the producers
and the traders.

Prices are controlled so that none may have to pay
beyond his capacity and at the same time the producer
may get a just price. Whenever a commodity is put under
control, immediately the traders remove it from the mar-
ket; their game being to force the people to buy at a
higher rate than the controlled rate. Government has
controlled the price of many commodities, but has not
arranged for the supply, and so the traders, if they wish,
can eagily conceal their stocks and refuse to sell at the
controlied rate. This way the black-market is born.

The factory owner and the trader have alli the time
been glued to the idea of making money. That is why they
Indiseriminately go in for the black-market, and are not
in the least repentant for that. They. have no other reli- .
gion but of piling gold. The penury of fellowmen is their-
opportunity for enriching themselves. The rich man has.
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got money, and can buy at any price. He is concerned
‘with how to get things for his own self, and does not bother

about the community, whether it should live or die. So

‘he abets in the black-market and maintains himself by

making friends with the black-marketeer.
This way the black-marketeer hag established his

‘kingdom in Bengal, and today there is no market except

the black-market in Bengal.

In 1941 when Japan unleashed war in the Pacific,
there came about a dislocation of transport and the fall
in all foreign imports. The Government fixed the prices
of a few commodities on paper only, but made no attempt

to enforece the control price.. The traders slowly began

to sell at prices higher than the control rate, and s0 be-

~came pastmasters in this black art.

) The patriots did not raise a finger against the traders.
“It is the Government’s job to enforce control rate, dnd

not ours”—this became the patriots’ axiom. So the {raders

had nothing to fear. They found that the Government
would not come down upon them, since it did not care for

‘the people; most of the patriots would not protest since

they feared that any action against the black-marketeer
would be co-operation with the Government.

When Jap bombs fell on Chittagong and Calcutta, the
crisis deepened—transport was at a standstill, people were

Jin panic and chaos was everywhere, At this time, the

big traders demanded fantastic brices for every commo-

dity. Whenever rigid control of prices was tried, they

would not delay in removing the commodity wholesale
from the market. The patriots did not come out to pro-
pagate that such hoarding is unjust and against the in-
terests of the community. The hoarders raised the de-

:mand: remove the controls, let there be free trade and

the prices would come ‘back to the normal. Many of the
patriots chimed in with them—they never spoke for a
moment against hoarding. B

The hoarders turned to rice. Rice yield was low, im-

port had been stopped, famine was at hand, and there-.

dfore trading in rice meant minting of gold. Bigger traders
furned to the mofussil to buy up rice stocks for hoarding.
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"When millions began to ‘die like rats on the streets, and

the entire society cracked up, it was hot because there
was no rice in the country at the time. The well-off mid-
dle-class families did not die of hunger, for they could
secure rice, a maund for Rs. 50 was then available. The
Government made no arrangement tc import rice from.
overseas, the well-off in the country too did not follow
the code of dividing up their stocks equally in the interest
of all. And so the poor died and their homes cracked up..

Towards the end of 1943, the demand for rationing
came. The traders then raised a new cry. They thunder-
ed: no rationing, enforce the control rate.

After 1943 it was no longer possible to play havoc with:
rice. Rationing in Calcutta, a bumper crop and Govern-
ment purchase made it difficuli to hoard rice. -There is.
no acute scarcity of rice so far this year, but there has
come cloth famine instead. What the traders in rice did
in 1943, the traders in cloth are doing today. When the
countrywide cloth secarcity has made it difficult for our
womanhood io hide their shame, the traders calmly
declare that there is no cloth. And yet in Calcutta 20,000
bales of cloth were unearthed recently after the raid on
3,000 shops. RBesides this in many parts of Bengal cloth
hoarding on a large scale has been detected. ‘

The Ananda Bazar Patrika of 25th January, 1945
reports: :

“On receiving information from certain
sources the police have recovered 78 bales of cicth
from a Burrabazar merchant. Its value is esti-
mated at one and a half lakh rupees.”

The Statesman of the 11th February, 1945 reports that:
the Enforcement ‘Department Police have recovered
£s. 50,000 worth of dhetis and saris irom a merchant in
Lohia Normal Lane.

The Hindustan Standard of 6ih March, 1945 publishes
the news of the police recovering Rs. 25000 worth of cloth
from a Marwari merchant af Jhalakathi in Barisal dis-
trict: it transpired that the merchant had concealed the
stock in the latrine; :
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The Nationalist of the Tin March, 1945 reports the
‘Enforcement Department Police have recovered 4 bales
'0f cloth worth Rs. 10,000 from the secret godown of a cer-
tain merchant in Central Calcutia.

Such news-reports are daily pouring in, .and yet these
‘merchants swear everywhere that there is no cloth.

The hoarder belongs to such a brutal and heartless
tribe that he can remain absclutely unmoved at the sight
of thousands of men and women going without food and
-clothing, and all that for his ungquenchable greed. The
virus of his greed has poisoned the entire society.

The code of the war-rich is to get richer, and today
the only way to get rich is to hoard and then sell at exor-
bitant prices.

Cloth, oil, salt, sugar, medicine, every commodity has
passed into the deadly grip of the black-marketeer. Where
distribution is arranged through Food Committees, the
black-marketeer sneaks into the Food Committee itself.
Many of the Food Committees in Bengal have passed into
the hands of the black-marketeers. Where Government
dealers are appointed for distribution, there too the black-
marketeer gets himself installed as the dealer. This way
in every village and town, a new tribe of the rich has come
to birth, recruited from various sections like the zemin-
- dar, the jotedar, the merchant, and the war-contractor.
The scum from every class have turned into hoarders
Their vicious influence permeates the entire society.

The hoarder creates a new conflict inside society. The
link between the town and the village has so long been
maintained through free trade. Goods from the town used
to go to the village and the goods from the village come
to the town. And so this free trade would bring agricul-
tural products to the town-dweller and factory products
to the villager. The ganjs and bandars (the traditional
centres of commerce) in the mofussil formed the bridge
between the village and the town. The kisan would get
his due in return for the produce of his soil at the ganj
and could buy the town products in return there. Through
this exchange at these centres the light of learning and
culture has so long travelled into the village. With the
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awakening of patriotic consciousness the tie of political
ideas has also united the town and the village.

But today when the villages are nothing but a grim
picture of devastation, the ganjs and the bamndars have
degenerated into the stinking dens of hoarders excelling in
profiteering, the lock-up of all the necessities of life like
rice, sugar, salt and cloth. Town products no longer find
their way into the village, nor does the village produce
come to the town, for both go to the black-market and
irom there corruption spreads to the town, the village, and
everywhere. The town, the ganj and the village—all have
lost the age-old links between themselves. On one side
the balck-marketeer, on the other the entire people——this
is the class division of the Bengal of today.

Patriotism has no place today in either production or
distribution. The social fabric would not have been torn
tc pieces when the unnatural demands made by the war
and the extraordinary circumstances created by it fell
heavily upon the national economy, had there been at the
time a Government in which the people had confidence,
a Government which would have respected the democratic
rights of the people, a Government which would have
roused the patriotism of the people, and thereby fulfilled
all the tasks of war, production and distribution. But the
bureaucracy in this country, opposed as it is to the peo-
ple’s interest, has neither taken up that work nor has any
intention of taking it up.

Thus the anti-social interests have raised their heads
through its elaborate machinery, the interests of the
society have been trampled upon, and those whose Sole
interest is to make money by hook or by crook, have eome
to dominate production and distribution. During the
famine, the Government has not handed over the work
of purchase and sale of food and cloth to the patriotic
workers but to the profit-grabbing merchants, for whom
money counts far more than patriotism.

So today, it is no longer a question of saving the lives
of destitutes—even those who are established in society are
heading fast towards destitution and death. The question
of rehabilitating the devastated society is overshadowed

27 ¢



by the fact that the devastation still goes on, and the des-
tiny of the nation is in the dirty and cruel hand of the
black-marketeer.

BUREAUCRATIC CORRUPTION

Bureaucratic corruption provides the biggest shelter
for the black-marketeer. Had the bureaucracy not been
50 corrupt, the black-marketeer could not have been sg
powerful. Under the grace of bribed bureaucrats they are
safely piling up fortunes out of the tears of the POOr.

The Statesman of January 31, 1945 reported that in-
vestigations were being made in Calcutta in connection
with a case involving bribes to the extent of Rupees 50
lakhs. Many officials and contractors are involved in i
In this connection it was revealed that an employee of the
Civil Supplies Department had been arrested on a charge
of having taken a bribe of Rs. 2.000. Who these persons
are is not known to the public, because their nameés have
not been published.

The Special Department of the Central Government
has recently investigated 667 cases of bribery in different.
provinces, out of which prosecution has been launched in
the case of 271. In these, 82 Commissioned Gazetted offi-
cials are implicated. The number of undetected cases is
legion. Black-marketing is just not possible without brib-
ing some Government employee or the other. Bribery has
become the order of the day, so much so that the ordin-
ary trader cannot carry on with his trade without offer-
ing bribes.

Regarding the amount of the bribe, a specimen may
be quoted: a letier appeared in the Statesman of January
24, 1645. The writer held that the bribes paid by the peo-
ple on various counts in the course of a year amount to
Rs. 60 crores. Before the war, the Defence of the entire-
country did not involve such a huge expenditure. The pre-
war annual revenue of the Bengal Government camse to
one-fifth of this amount. It is not known how the gentle-
man arrived at the figure of Rs. 60 crores, but consider--
ing the widespread nature of this vice today, Rs. 60 crores.
is not a fantastic amount. The Civil Supplies Department,.

* 28

the cloth shops, the railway station, the TUnion -Board"
office, the Police Station—all these are the black centres’
of bribery today. Black-market is bound to flourish with
bribery prevalent from top to bottom in the administra-

tion. For the black-marketeer as well as the - corrupt

bureaucrat bribery is part of the daily routine.
The recent Rowland Commission enquiring into the.
corruption of the Government employees commented:.

“Corruption is so widespread and defeatism
with regard to fighting it out is so strong that-
there is no way but to stamp it out with a strong
hand. Government officials and the public are. be-
ing tainted with it. Unless it is stamped out, the
poor public will be its victim. The entire burden
of bribery falls on the shoulders of the poor, and -
the corrupt and the dishonest alone prosper.”

Comment is- unnecessary on this open admission of
corruption in the administration by Government’s own ap-
pointed commission.

-The black-marketeer has not only entrenched hlmself
among the Government officials, but is now becoming the
leader of society as well. In the rural areas, it is he who -
presides ‘over the destiny of the people, and it is his code
which is being recognised in the society as a whole. To
force up prices by eluding the control, to sell goods with-
out licence and to hoard with the sure knowledge of the -
other’s wants—few today regard these as corrupt practices.
Mutual help in the face of dire distress is hardly in evi-
dence today.

SOCIAL CORRUPTION

Corruption has begun to corrode the very heart of
society.

In Chittagong, women from the families of ﬁshermen
scavengers and others were forced by the distress in the
wake of -famine to join the Military Labour Corps in large
numbers. From there, many have come back infected with
venereal diseases. This is true not only of Chittagong;
in many of the famine-devastated areas of Bengal, woman- -
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hood has been dishonoured. A section of the contractors-

has made a profession out of selling girls to the military.
There are places in Chittagong, Comilla and Noakhali
where women sell themselves literally in hordes, and young

boys act as pimps for the military. After having meekly -
tolerated theft, bribery and deception we have come to a.

stage where we fail to stand up even to this barbarism.
Below is given an extract from Kalpana Dutf’s article:

on the conditions down the Arakan Road published in

Janayuddha of the 3rd May, 1945:

“Majada was another girl of twenty or twenty-
one from the same Amirabad. She wanted fo live
with her head erect. Majada was the wife of a
poor peasant. During the terror of the famine
her husband deserted the home leaving her behind,
and went away to Feni. He came back an invalid
with rheumatism, having lost his capacity to earn.
When the kltchen the work-house and all the
other means of living were closed down one after
the other, Majada was at last forced to take up
work in the Labour Corps. But there she realised
that her modesty had to be bartered for her earn-
ing. She left the job, and not only that, she.
brought away with her another ten to fifteen out
of those polluted, stinking surroundings. They alf
swore that they would never go back fo the Labour
Corps so long as they were alive.

“Three months later—only a few days back—
I visited Amirabad again. Again I met Majada,
this time on her death-bed. The boy had already
died. With a broken heart Majada told me that
she could not keep her pledge. The pangs of hun-
ger had driven her once again to the Labour
Corps.

“Standing on the Arakan Road, I felt I was
standing amid the devastated ruins of a great
and ancient civilisation. Under this heap of ruins
~lay buried all its precious legacy—kindness and
compassion, mutual respect and comradeship—all
brushed and broken to bits.”
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This picture is true not only of Chittagong but of
many other Bengal villages as well. As heinous-as the
bartering away of women is that of children. Cachin
Ghosh gives us a picture of child-slaves in Bogra district
in the Janayuddha .of 15-3-45:

«“The children that were sold by starving pa-
rents during the famine or left behind to be adopt-

ed by relatives, these children have formed into a

forsaken bunch in the society. They are by no

means adopted children, they have become slaves
unto death....In two villages of Baliadighi Union

we have traced 18 such children. They are passed

from hand to hand for sale and purchase like a

commodity.”

Bengal’s village is being polluted by this hell of theft,
bribery and commerce in women and children, This cor-
ruption has sapped all moral values. There is no dearth
of evidence to show that education, culture and civilisa-
tion are really in jeopardy today.

At Rangpur, a Head Pandit was severely assaulted
by goonda students for having caught an examinee copy-
ing during the last Matriculation examination. The influ--
ence of these scoundrels is so great that the District
Magistrate has requested the University to close down the
examination centre at Rangpur. A-year ago the district:
authorities at Rajashahi had. applied to the Calcutta
University to relieve them from the responsibility of con-
ducting examinations on similar grounds.

The Nationalist (23-4-45) made the following com-
ment on the Rangpur episode: “We would not have com-~
mented upon it had it been a stray incident. Unfortu-
nately, there are more of such cases. This shows to what.
depths of degradation the entire student community has
lowered itself.”

The Anand Bazar Patrika (24-4-45) commenting on
the above incident, said: “The whole episode is a matter -
of shame for the student community. But it has to be
admitted with pain that recently incidents of such objec—
tionable eonduct seem to have increased. Previously, such:
reports have come from some of the mofussil districts.”
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This corruption has permesated not only the student
community. It has today entered into every section of
our commaiinity.

A society in which women are scld like commodities
is not called civilised but barbaric. “Each for himself” is
the selfish code that is being followed by everybody today,
a day of dire distress for the nation. It is this code which
has -strengthened the black-market, it is this which has
made 60 lakhs of Bengalees distitute, it is this again which
permits the sale of destitute women in market as com-
modities. All that is great and good in our country is
meeting with its death. The village society stands like
an earthquake-devastated building: day by day its bricks
are falling out one after another.

WHAT GOVERNMENT HAS DONE

-On the one hand the bureaucracy and the greedy pro-
fiteers are playing havoc with the people’s destiny, and
the people stand helpless. On the other side, millicns
of destitutes are denied social shelter, and the people do
not do anything for them. These two spectacles are fore-
ing every Bengalee to deviate from his moral norm.

The Government has its impressive machinery and
regulations to fight corruption and black-marketing. Bui
without an abundance of patriotism on the part of the
people, nene today has the strength to touch these pol-
lutors of society. Particularly the big hoarders intoxicat-
ed with greed are so intimately linked up with bureau~
cratic officials that they are hardly caught. Rarely, when
they are caught they are let off with light punishment,
and hesides, their prestige is protected by keeping their
names secret from the public.

The Government by keeping itself away from popular
co-operation not only fails to catch the people’s enemies,
but fails also to save the destituted humamty

Of the grani set apart by Bengal Government for
irrigation and eattle supply last year, only 5 per cent could:
be spent by it. To undertake this task on the basis of

‘proper planning, enquiry and necessary expenses, requires
-8 band of selfless workers who will work with sympathy

“and understanding and will see that the money. is pro-

perly spent. .But the Government depends upon its hired
bureaucrats, and so nothing is done. The grant made by
Government. for rehabilitation is being squandered by its
innumerable bureaucrats. Out of this grant, boat build-
ing has been started to rehabilitate the boatmen and: the
fishermen. None knows when, if ever, the boatmen and
fishermen would get the long-awaited relief, but this mueh
is. known that for the present the contractors sre having
their feast.

This year the Government has sanctmned only Rs. 1
ecrore 70 lakhs for the opening of work-centres for desti-
tutes. Out of this grant, recently 124 work-centres have
been opened, housing 11,724 destitutes. Besides this 4,957
persons come to the centres for work. Government runs
67 children’s homes housing 41,121 children. (Refer to Ben~
gal Government’s report published in the first half of
April 1945.) The Famine came in 1943 and since then in
two years, the Government could provide for no more
than 20,795 destitutes whlle there are about 60 lakhs of
such destitutes a,waltmg relief.

The total number of beds in Government hospitals,
opened to combat epidemics, comes to 29,620—52 100-bed
hospitals, 92 50-bed hospitals, 411 20-bed hospitals. A total
of 200 doctors is doing medical relief in the villages. The
paucity . of these arrangements becomes staggering when
we remember that there are 90,000 villages in Bengal and
at their peak the epidemics affected 2 crores of the people.

The Government introduced a law for the return of
lands sold off during the famine. Holdings sold for Rs. 250
or less, would come under.this law. The peasant will have
to apply to the District Magistrate for the return of his,
land, and if decided by the court he may get back his
land on condition of paying off the price in 10 yearly in-
stalments. How many kisans could take advantage of
this law? In the 15 famine-devastated areas 4,73,441 plots
-each not exceeding the value of Rs. 250 were sold during
1543. But uptil March 1945, only 7,752 applications have
been submitted, out of which the court has decided the
cases of 290 only!
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Every peasant cannot exercise the facility of getting‘

back his land by applying to the Magistrate. For.this the
best method is arbitration by the kisans themselves. Be-
sides, there being no particular.law regarding the proce-
dure of such cases, the Maglstrates do mnot  quickly dispose
of the instituted cases.

The Government-has formed an All-Parties’ Adv1sory
Committee for Relief and Rehabilitation. But no plan has
as yet been prepared. Big Business is busy drawing up
Post-war Reconstruction plans, but in Bengal without a
Village Rehabilitation plan, no plan could be implement-
ed. Even in Gandhiji’s Constructive Programme there is
no-clear provision for the reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion of the Bengal village. Neither the Congress nor the
L.eague has as yet come forward with such a plan. The
erack-up in Bengal is no less serious than the social and
economic break-up in Europe as a result of the war. To
rebuild Bengal’s social structure should be the prlme con~
cern of every patriot today.

WHAT WE CAN DO

The way to save the country has been pointed by the
people themselves. Here is an example from Chittagong
district: for Chittagong suffered the worst in the province.
In this district, at Katthuli village, Double Mooring P.S.,
the fishermen’s settlement was in complete ruins.: Mak-
ing a house-to-house visit in this loeality, I have seen
orphans, the weak and the old wandering about helplessly.
Many women turned destitutes joined the military labour
corps. Many women from here were forced to sell them-
selves to the touts, the nearby town of Pahartali became
a centre of vice. The people here have for long watched
before their very eyes the decay and downfall of their
own society and merely breathed helpless sighs. -None
could dare to close down the brothel and the toddy shops,
fearing the might of their owners. Till the end of 1944,
despair and hopelessness prevailed all over.

But with this year, the face of Katthuli has changed.
The energetic workers of this village collected all the peo-
ple and gave the call to rebuild the fishermen’s settle-
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‘ment. - As a result of the campaign, lmoney came from the

local villagers, and with the initiative of the local people,
the Government also was made to make grants. In this
way, they raised 45 huts for the destitute fishermen of
Katthuli. This enterprise has not only enthused the fisher-
‘men, but has enthused everybody at Katthuli and Pahar-
tali. So they next proceeded to eradicate vice at Pahartali
and formed a Comimittee for the purpose. At first they
were- doubtful: whether considering the presence of the
military it would at all be possible to remove the brothels
from the area.

But unhesitatingly they carried on with their camp-
aign, as a result of which the brothels were closed down.
Next, in accordance. with their demands military police
was posted at the local toddy shop. They have also rescued
15 girls belonging to fishermen from Chittagong brothels
and reinstated them in normal life in the village. When
the movement was first started, threats came from the
offenders, and the girls too could not feel confident and
did not easily come away. But they went all together
ahead with the campaign with great enthusiasm, and so
it produced immediate effects. In this way, through com-
mon efforts of all, through ungrudging donations given by
all and through fearless campaigning, the battered com-
munity of Katthuli is being reconstructed. What Katthuli
could do, every village can easily achieve.

Here is another instance. This was at Kailati Union,
Netrokona Sub-division of Mymensingh district. There are
39 villages in this union, with an adult population of
1,000, The enterprising kisan workers of the village of
Bali took the lead in uniting these 39 villages. There are
16 Food Committees in this Union, and the black-mar-
Xketeer has been kept away from these Committees. What-
ever supplies are received are ditsributed at the direction
0of the Food Committee. Once the S.D.O. of Netrokcna
ordered that salt would not be given unless one took sugaxr.
As the sugar supplied was extremely dirty and of bad
«quality, the villagers did not want to take the sugar.-And
yet-the S.D.0; stuck to his point of no salt without sugar:

Had there been no consciousness of solidarity among
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the villagers, the more well-off could have managed  to
procure salt by some means or the other, while the poor
+would have suffered without salt. But the people of .the
entire union held a meeting and expressed their protest
-against the S.D.0.’s order, and demanded that salt -should
be given without sugar and better quality sugar -should
e supplied. According to the decision of the meeting,
nobody individually tried to get salt for himself alone.
‘When after many representations and interviews the S.D.O.
could not be moved, a procession of 800 one day reached
« Netrokona. It was here at Netrokona that sometime back
2 Supply Officer had been arrested on a charge of corrup-
tion after insistent public agitation. The S.D.O.  did not
dare to go against the united drive of Kailati villagers and
announced that salt would be given without sugar.

On ancther occasion, there was an acute shortage of
cloth. 100 pairs of dhoties came to Netrokona while there
were 10,000 claimants. The men from Kailati union join-
ed hands and reached Netrokona with 150 Ration Cards
but they could get only 80 dheties. These were then dis-
tributed through the Food -Committee according to the
priority of needs.. Had there been no unity and solidarity
among the villagers, the fortunate few would have grabbed
‘those &80 dhoties while those whose needs were greater
would have been left out. , S

The inhabitants of Kailati union mutually help each
other, join hands to meet their own needs and when the

pureaucracy has to be fought, they fight shoulder to

shoulder. Recently, they have formed a-"co—operative S0~
ciety with the object of supplying all heécessaries of life
at control rates. Thye have raised nearly Rs. 3,000 by
selling shares at Rs. 2. B
The formation of co-operative would not solve the
problem, for, if the local bureaucrat was bent on mischief
hé may instead of handing over stock to the co-ops, give
it to dealers. This has happened at many of the places.
It may even happen that that area might be left without
sufficient supply of stocks. But the advantage of Kaliati
union lay in the fact that no dealer éould be found here
against the co-op, if any one had the temptation of mak-
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ing profit by destroying the co-operative then he himself

won’t be able to stay on in the village in peace. A thou-

sand men in one union, if united, can easily extract sup-

plies. (from the District Magistrate). Even “if suff.icient .
supplies are lacking, whatever will be received will be

justly distributed in accordance with their respective

needs. Why not let us then try, wherever we can, to in-
troduce equality and democracy in the village? :

Let no patriot sneer at this as a minor task or non-
political work. When the entire village life is crumbling
to pieces, when the many are about to forget the duty of
saving’. the few, when through the hell of death side by

side with destituted millions the profiteer is drugged with
sreed—then the path of equality and democracy lies
through village rehabilitation, for this is the road to na-
tional reconstruction. :

At many places are being made scattered and  dis-
jointed efforts at fighting the crisis. Women workers have
at many places opened work-centres for destitute women.

‘Nari Seva Sangha, Mahila Atma Raksha Samiti and All-
India Women’s Conference and such other bodies are run-
ning many centres. ‘ .

In one such centre in Calcuita, 300 poor women come
to work every day. This is the best work-centre in Cal-
cutta. The women who work at this cenfre earn between
$ annas and Re. 1 a day. Their handicrafis are sold in
different Calcutta shops. An educated lady supervises
this centre. A kindergarten is attached to the centre for
the children of those who' come to work at the centre,
Special educational facilities have been arranged for
those who teach needle-work to the women. Arrange-
ments for study, discussion, games and entertainments for
all those coming to the centre are at present being made.
The supervisor, on the ground of the excellence of the
work, has secured a grant of Rs. 20,000 from the Govern-
ment’s Rehabilitation budget.

TTundreds of such institutions are needed. The crack-
up can be checked if such centres could be formed and
run all over the country and so many women might come
back home from the road, in place of begging return to
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normal healthy domestic pursuits, and instead of selling:
themselves can fit themselves back in soclety.

If the grant that the Bengal Government has sanc-
tioned for Rehabilitation is spent through proper, active
relief committees and through social workers of standing,
then even that meagre amount could be well spent. In-
numerable examples could be guoted from Chittagong
alone of the utter waste of resources if they are spent
through Government employees, contractors and Union
Board Presidents. Unless the frue patriots and social
workers come forward to take charge of this important
task, the corrupt and the vicious will squander the money
for rehabilitation and play with the honour of the desti-
tute women.

An example of the extent to which the march of ruim
could be halted through unifed service to the people is
provided by the Bengal Medical Relief Co-ordination Com-
mittee. This Committee during 1944 sent out 55 medical
units to different parts of Bengal and thereby treated 6
lakhs of cases. Besides, different relief commitiees under
its direction have sent out 150 medical units, which have
treated a total of 19 lakhs cases. These 12 lakh victims of
epidemics have been saved from the jaws of death by the
earnest and united effort of their countrymen. By giving
ungrudging help and support to the Bengal Medical Re-
lief Co-ordination Committee, our country can be saved
from the grip of epidemics. '

In every village there must be united effort for seif-
help. We will save our society from ruin!—Ilet this be the
unflinching resolve of everyone of our countrymen. Hos-
-pitals for the diseased, work-centres for the destitute, milk
canteens for children, Food Committees and Co-operative
Societies for the distribution of commodities—if these
could be opened in every village, Bengal’s social economy
would then come back to its own. By none  tolerating
hoarding, selfishness and corruption in the village, we
can make a model one out of it.

~.Bui so long as our leaders are engaged in fratricidal
warfare, no popular upsurge for united service to the
people can be expected. So long as the Congressman iz
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-worried day and night over how fo isolate the Commu-

nists, how to set up a rival Kisan Samiti against the Kisan
Sabha, and how -to discredit the League; So long as the
Leaguer worries day and night as to how fo spread bitter
prejudices against the Congress and the Communists—so
long will the common man remain. confused and in despair.

1f the entire energy of the nation’s legders is spent
on mutual bickerings and fratricidal battles, is there any

doubt then that the bureaucracy will make no effort at

village reconstruction? The Congress, the Communists

and the League—it is the unity of these three which is

the biggest capital for our counfry and society. If nnder
the shadow of this dire peril for Bengal, the quarrel among:
these three could not be ended, then death and destruc-
tion are sure to triumph. In the land of ruin, none would:

survive. Let all parties {ix one common aim and one com-

mon programme for Bengal’s rehabilitation, and with that
programme let them all take up this gigantic task. There
will then be enthusiasm everywhere and confidence will
A1l every heart. Despair and bickerings have advanced
+he march of death, unity and confidence shall bring back
+he tide of life.

For the permanent rehabilitation of Bengal’s economy,
complete independence and abolition of the Permanent
Settlement are needed. In this country a Government with
vepresentatives of the people has to be set up so that its
entire attention and energy are harnessed to the task of
developing industry and agriculture. Development of rivers
and canals, irrigation for fallow lands, abundance in the
production of necessities of village artisans and arrange-
ment for the supply of raw materials and other articles
for them—cattle, manure and seed for agriculture—Gov-
ernment supply, that is control and rationing, to uproot
+he blackmarkeis that thwart normal trade—ait these have
to be demanded and implemented. )

Normal conditions of life won’t return with the end of
the war, the monopoly that the black-marketeers have
established in the meantime would not easily dwindie.
After the war, agriculture and industry have to be deve-
Ioped -through proper. planning. ‘Without control over sale
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and profits, no planning is possible. If the big monopolists:
are allowed freedom of trade, no -plan would work.

* Regeneration of Bengal's devastated villages is not a.
day's job, it will take years. But if the market is con-
trolled by the monopolists, they will not allow this recon~
striction of Bengal’s economy.

The war has seen an unprecedented devastation of
Bengal’s economy and society. Pre-war Bengal no longer

" exists and it will never come back. But a new Bengal. n}ay
be born this time if we—all together—start the rebuilding

of a new society in Bengal’s villages.

To ‘achieve this objective, no one party is strong
enough. No parochial or party interest is greater than
this mighty disaster that has overcome Bengal. If the
Congress, the League and the Communists unite to reach
this goal, then their united strength can and must defeat
all obstacles on the way.

<

~You cannot afford to miss )

£ Athar Al, at New Age Pnntmg Press, 190 B, Khetwadi Ma&q i
P‘m}elga%y %};xﬁ;@my& and Published by Sharaf Athar Ali, for People’s
Publiching Flouse. Raj Bbuvan, Sapdhurst Road, Bombay 4

40

How are We Gomg to W:n Our Freedom

How are We Gomg to Rebuild Our Country ?

These are the two burmng Jssues that ‘face our people to-day.
The Commumst Party ‘has consistently held that we cannot have Free-'
dom without uniting our people, and- we cannot rebuﬂd our country
without Freedom. "And it is on these two main issues that the Com-~
munist Party will “‘seek the verdlct of the people by contestmg the -
1ndustr1a1 and the .rural seats in the. coming general electmns

If you are mterested to know what is happenmg m our. country,
to: our- people :

If you are mterested to know ‘what. the dlffetent political parties
stand- for and what they are doing, nartlcularly in  the commg
ﬁmomentous months of the election- battle : .

If you are mterested to know how other beoples in other 'lands'

are fighting for the very same problems of Freedom.- and Recons-
tructlon—-, .

; PEOPLE’S ‘WAR
Weekly organ of the Commumst Party of India

Nor can you do w1thout other Communjst Literature

Avaﬂable from :

PEOPLE'S .PUBLISHING HOUSE
- Raj Bhuvan, Sandhurst:- Road .
. BOMBAY 4 : : B
For Enghsh Hindi, Urdu, Gujerati and Maratln pubhcatlons

PRAJASAKTI PUBLISH:ERS DESHABHIMANI PUBLISHERS i

. BEZWADA 7. .. CALICUT

for Telugu pubhcanons fot Malayalam pubhcatmns.
JANASAKTI ‘PUBLISMHERS'; . JANGE AZADI PUBLISHERS, -
George Town,. MADRAS ... 3 114, McLeod Road, 'LAHORE '~

for Tamil pubhcations. - for Punjabi publications. -

s’ 'NATIONAL BOOK AGENCY s
Sl T 12 Bankim Chatterji- Street g

g R .CALCUTTA
‘?‘f Cfork Bengah publications,

T




