
dents from one grade to another 
were made by an educational re
form group al lhe Peking Teachers' 
University. Chairman Mao once 
pointed out: "The present method 
of examination is like a method 
for dealing with the enemy. It is 
a surprise attack, full of catch 
questions and obscure questions. 
It is nothing but a test of official 
stereotyped writing . .,,

At Teachers' University it was 
proposed that such examinations 
be abolished. Whatever method is 
used in the future to test the 
student's progress, the group 
pointed out, it must put prole
tarian politics to the fore, be linked 
with practical work, pay special 
attention to the student's ability to 
analyse and solve problems and 
encourage the student to form his 
own opinions and judgements. 
Examinations should not be a test 
of memory but of reasoning power, 
and their aim should be to pro
mote learning. This proposal 
comes out against the mechanical 
repetition of teaching material. 
Instead, students should be en
couraged to study creatively, to 
apply what they have learned and 
to expound their own ideas. There 
should not be many examinations, 
and no surprise tests. In some 
subjects examinations could be 
done away with altogether. Where 
examinations are used they can 
take various forms: the multiple
choice form, where students may 
choose from a number o! ques
tions, the open-book type examina
tion, or the type where the stu
dent's understanding of the subject 
is tested in a practical situation. 

• The phrase "ofliciat stereotyped writ
ing" refers to a form of essay which 

served as an imperial examination for
scholars. These usually consisted or
empty rhetoric written according to a

formalistic eight-section pallern.

All of these forms should give full 
play to the student's ability to 
reason things out, and students 
should be a1lowed to discuss ques
tions together and use reference 
books, texts or notes. 

to the children of workers, peas
ants and soldiers and are a step 
towards enabling everyone who 
receives an education "to develop 
morally, intellectualJy and physi
cally and become a worker with 
both socialist consciousness and 
culture". 

The Teachers' University educa
tional reform group proposed an 
end to the system where students 
who do not pass their courses are 
forced to repeat the year of work. 
Instead, schools should put prole
tarian politics in  the forefront, 
bring the student's own initiative 
into full play, and heighten the 
teachers· sense of responsibility, so 
that all students will pass their 
courses. 

In admitting new students to all 
schools, a class line should be 
followed and priority should be 
given to  the children of worker, 
peasant and soldier families. The 
former system of entrance exami
nations should be abolished and 
instead young people who are good 
both politically and scholastically 
should be recommended or selected 
from among lower school graduates 
and from among young people 
working in industry and agricul
ture and serving in the army. 
Young people who have studied in 
spare-time schools of various types 
should be eligible for middle school 
or college. There should be no age 
limits for such students. When 
new students are admitted they 
need not be placed in the first-year 
class if their actual level is already 
higher. 

These tentative proposals have 
the wann support of Chairman 
Mao, the Party Central Committee 
and people throughout the country 
because they embody Chairman 
Mao's policy that "education must 
serve proletarian politics and be 
combined with productive labour", 
because they open the doors wide 

The Transformation 

In the newly-resumed classes. 
the old courses are being subjected 
to a practical test by revolution
sharpened consciousness. This 
gives the teachers and students a 
better understanding of the nature 
of the courses and places them
selves in a better position to 
criticize and reform them and to 
create a new curriculum. Chair
man Mao says: "If you want 
knowledge, you must take part 
io the practice of changing reality. 
If you ,ivant to know the taste of a 
pear, you must change the pear by
eating it yourself." So the revolu
tionary teachers and students have 
chosen to make the transformation 
in the midst of actual practice, 
swnming up their experience and 
making continual improvements as 
they go. 

The revolution in education is 
an unprecedented social transfor
mation of vital importance to the 
overall victory of the great prole
tarian cultural revolution, to the 
development of successors to the 
revolutionary cause of the prole
tariat and to the whole future of 
the Communist Party and lhe state. 
Working shoulder to shoulder at 
this task along with the teachers, 
students and workers in th�schools 
are members of the People's 
Liberation Army who have been 
giving military and political train
ing in the schools, revolutionary 
cadres and people from the worker 
and peasant masses. All are con
tributing their part to this move
ment for the realization of Chair
man Mao's thinking and policy in 
education and for the complete 
destruction of the old educational 
system and the creation of the first 
new completely proletarian educa
tional system in the history of 
mankind. 

Wang- Hsiu-ping, a second-year junior 
middle school student at the T aochangii 
Middle chool In Peking, takes the class 
in physics, a bold experiment in which 
teachers and students teach and learn 
from each other. 

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 

How a Programme 

to Revolutionize Education Was Born 

I
N the nationwide upsurge to

revolutionize education, Shang
hai's Tungchi University, with its 
7,000 students of architecture and 
engineering, has transformed it
sel! into the May 7th Commune -
composed of a teaching, a design
ing and a building unit. Inau
gurated last October, the commune 
set itself the purpose of changing 
the situation in which educaLion 
was divorced from production. The 
proposal for the new form was puL 
forward in the spirit of Chairman 
Mao's important instruction of May 
7, 1966.• 

A new programme with this aim 
is now being tried out on a con
struction site northeast of Shanghai 
by a group of 150 teachers and 
students from the university, 
designers from Lhe East China In
dustrial Design and Research In
stitute and workers from the 
Shanghai Construction Company. 
They are making an effort to com
pletely destroy the old educa
tional system and establish a new 
proletarian one in its place. The 
Shanghai Municipal Revolutionary 
Committee, which attaches great 
importance to the experiment, has 
assigned some of its staff to take 
part in it. 

How the Commune Will Work 

The leading body of the May 7th 
Commune will be a three-in-one 
combination of revolutionary lead
ing cadres, leaders of the revolu
tionary mass organizations and the 
militia. Existing departments and 
teaching groups, or teaching re
search groups as they are some
times known. will be abolished and 

• See the quotation from Chairman Mao 
on the inside front cover.
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replaced by a committee for each 
specialization composed of mem
bers from the teaching, designing 
and building units. Each com
mittee will direct a number of 
classes, with teachers, students, 
workers, and engineering and 
technical personnel organized along 
military lines. 

The commune will operate a 
rotation system whereby at fixed 
intervals a part of its teaching staff 
will be tempered and remoulded 
th.rough participation in produc
tion. It will also set up political 
work departments at different 
levels; committees in each special
ization will have their own political 
instructors and each class its 
political workers. 

Courses which previously took 
five or six years will be shortened 
to three. Everyone will study Mao 
Tse-tung's thought and military 
affairs. Students will have more 
opportunity for practical expe
rience early in their course; as time 
goes on theoretical cow·ses needed 
for their specialization are in
creased. All students in every 
class will be required to take part 
in productive labour. In the first 
year half the time will be given 
to practical work in building and 
engineering. In the second year, 
two-thirds of the time will go into 
study of basic designing through 
practical work under the guidance 
of technical workers or teachers. 
The third year will stress special
ized courses while the students 
continue lo spend part of their 
time in productive labour. 

The teachers and students be
lieve that these proposals are a 
practical application of Chairman 
Mao's instruction of May 7 and 
have four advantages: 
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1. Leadership of the university
will be firmly in the hands of the 
proletarian revolutionaries and the 
university will not be dominated, 
as it was formerly, by bourgeois 
intellectuals. 

2. Chairman Mao's policy of
combining education with produc
tive labour will be carried out. 
This will enrich the content of 
teaching and study and promote 
the development of the struggle 
for production and scientific ex
perimentation. 

3. Since content will be linked
with actual construction projects, 
teaching and study can be stream
lined and concentrated and so 
end overlapping in the cur
riculum, preserving it from being 
overburdened with superfluous 
material. 

4. They will help the ideo
logical remoulding of intellectuals 
and to eliminate the differences 
between town and country, be
tween the worker and the peasant, 
and between mental and manual 
labour. 

Fruit of Mass Criticism 

Last July the students and 
teachers at Tungchi started classes 
based on Chairman Mao's latest 
instruction for revolutionizing 
education. In accordance with 
Chairman Mao's teaching that 
without destruction there is no 
construction and that in the course 
of destroying the old, the new is 
built, they first launched a cam
paign of revolutionary mass criti
cism. This was done under the 
leadership of the university's 
Revolutionary Committee, which 
had been set up after the over-
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