
F irst

the feudal class overthrew the slave system. Capitalist
economy lvas born in feudal society, but it, too, becarne
consolidated and rieveloped only after the bourgeoisie
had overthrown the feudal system. Socialist economy
is diflerent to the economies of the slave system, of
feudalism and capiLalism. It is an economy that has
elimina.ted private ownership of the rteans of produc-
tion. It cannot be born r,l,ithin capitalist society; it can
onlrr emelge and gron' s-hen the proletarian revolution
has desrro5'ed the bourgeois state machine and the pro-
letarian diciatorship has been set up.

Lenin said: ". . . without a proper political approach
to the subject the given class cannot maintain its rule,
and consequently cannot solve its own production prob-
lems." "Politics cannot but have precedence over
economics."

That is to say, all class societies put politics first,
the politics of one class or another. The economic
system depends on politics to clear the road for it, pro-
tect it and develop it. Politics serve the ecohomic base.

In a socialist society, it is all the more imperative
that politics be put in first place.

Closs Struggle in Sociolist Society

It is true that in a socialist country private owner-
ship of the means of production has been transformed
and socialist orvnership by the whole people and so-
cialist collective orvnership have been established. But
this does not mean that l,he socialist system has been
perfectcd and consolidated and classes and class struggle
no longer exist. In a socialist society. there exist two
lypes of social contradictions: namely, conl,radictions
among the people, and contradictions between the peo-
ple and their enemies. The enlire stage of socialism.
from beginning to end, is attended by class struggle
betw'een the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, between
the road of socialism and the road of capitalism. Class
struggle remains the motive force in the derzelopment
of socialist society. Only by persevering in class struggle
can the socialist system become consolidated and grorv,
can classes and class distinctions be gradually eliminated
and the transition to communisn-r accomplished.

Our reason .[or stressing that politics must be ptrl
first and that we must consciously wage class struggie
is in line with this law of development of socialist so-
ciety.

In a socialist society. class sltugqle is lal from over
when the socialist revolution on the economic front is

Putting Politics ls Fundsmentol
To All Work

\I'/HETHER or not rve put proletarian politics first is
VY a question that concerns which direction we r,viii

go: rvhether we u,ill keep steadfastly to the socialist road
or not; whether our society will advance to communism
or revert to capitalism.

It is some time norv since our country entered the
stage of socialism but many comrades are stiil very
unclear about this question. Some have giver-r it no
serious thought: others still have reservations. Some
comrades think that since the revolution has succeeded
and our country has already entered the stage of social-
ist construction. construction under the socialist s5-stem
naturally means developing socialism. so horp- can there
be any question . of trhich direction we are going?
Actually, these comrades do not understand that, in a
socialist country, construction depends primarily on
politics. Without proletarian politics we may lose our
bearings and get nothing done well.

Relotionship Between Politics ond Economics

To clarify this question, let us first get a clear idea
of the relationship between politics and economics.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung teaches us: "Politics.
whether revolutionary or counter-revolutionary. is the
struggle of class against class." He also points out:
"Economics is the base and politics the concentrated
expression of economics."

Class struggle is the motive force in the develop-
ment of class society'. The relations of men to each
other in the process of production, that is, the relations
of production, are the basis of classes and class struggle.
Landlords own land, and use it to exploit the peasants;
the bourgeoisie orvns factories, mines and other means
of production, and use them to exploit the proi.etariat.
The class struggle between the ruling classes and the
classes under their rule is a concentrated expression of
the relationship between exploitation and anti-exploita-
tion in the economic sphere. In order to consolidate the
economic system of exploitation of man by man, the
ruling classes employ the state machine to suppress the
resistance of the exploited classes. In order to overthrow
the system of exploitation and establish an economic
system which conforms to their orvn class interests, the
classes that are ruled must carry out a violent revolu-
tion and seize state power, and, relying on their state
power, establish, consolidate and develop their new
economic system. Feudal economy u,as born in slave
society, but it was consolidated and developed only after
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in the main completed. The bourgeoisie and the other
overthrorvn reactionary classes always try to make a

come-back. They try to usurp leadership in our pri-
mary orgarfzations by sneaking into our ranks or
dragging our cadres into their camp. They coiiude with
ners bourgeois elements, embezzlers, grafters and de-
generates and ceaselessly carry on speculative activities;
thel- carry on all sorts of intrigues to undermine the
economic foundations of socialism. AII such phenomena
siorr- that not all is well on the economic front but that
grave class struggles exist. Under such circumstances,
if proletarian politics is not placed in first place, if
class struggle is not taken as the key factor, if no effort
is made to persevere in the struggle between the socialist
and capitalist roads, then the socialist society rvill retro-
gress and eventually revert to capitalism.

Many contradictions among the people still exist
rvithin the socialist economy, within enterprises owned
by the whole people, within the people's communes
under collective ownership, and between the state, the
collective and the individual. If proletarian politics is
not put in first place to resoh,e this type of contradic-
tions in time, they will grow and may even change into
antagonistic contradictions.

New Relotionship Between Mon and Mon in
Sociolist Society

In the old society, the relationship between man
and man in production and labour is that of the ruler
to the ruled. In a socialist society, the transformation
of private ownership to public ownership in the means
of production fundamentally changes the relationship
between man and man of the ruler to the ruled to one
of equality, mutual aid and co-operation between ordi-
naly working people. But this new relationship does not
come into being automatically with the transformation
in ownership. The old systems of management left
over by the bourgeoisie, the set patterns and formulae
copied from abroad, the influence of bourgeois and
feudal ideas and the force of habit of all kinds hinder
the formation of a new relationship between man and
man under the socialist system.

In a socialist society, the new relationship between
man and man finds concentrated expression in the
relationship between the cadres and the masses. Cadres
ac all levels of the Communist Party and the state are
servants of the people, not overlords sitting on their
backs. Between cadres of the Party and the state and
the masses, there exists only the distinction arising
from division of work, but no distinction of high and
Iow, superior and inferior. The cadres should go out
among the masses as plain working people and must
not enjoy any privileges. To put this principle thorough-
ly into effect, it is necessary to put proletarian politics
first, strictly practise socialist principles and solve this
question ideologically and by systems and regulations,
so that the relationship between man and man in pro-
duction and labour left over by the old society is com-
pletely changed. Otherwise it will be possible for cadres
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to use their power to put themselves in privileged posi-
tions and get more than their due or even turn to em-
bezzling and graft and usurp the fruits of others' labour.
The result will be the emergence of a privileged stratum
to the detriment of socialisi ownership by the whole
peopte and socialist collective ownership. The social
base on which the Khrushchov revisionist clique is
effecting the restoration of capitalism in the Soviet
Union is precisely a privileged stratum of this kind.
Using tl-reir power of control over the means of produc-
tion and over the means of livelihood, they are etrl-
bezzling the fruits of the labour of the Soviet people
and changing the system of distribution of "to each
accordilg to his work." As a result, the industrial and
rninlng enierprises and collective farms have been turned
into instr:-iments u'hereby they make money and get
rich. Socialist os-nelship by the whole people and by
the collective is gr-aduall5r being turned into something
superficial. u-hile in actual fact there is a degeneration
into ownership by the prir-ileged stlatum. This altered
form of the relations of production between exploiter
and exploited creates the basis for a new class struggle
of an antagonistic nature. It follot-s that in a socialist
society, after the socialist transformation of the owner-
sl-rip of the means of prodtiction is in the main completed,
proletarian politics must still be put first in order- that
a new relationship between man and man in produc-
tion and labour is gradually established and developed
and the emergence of a new privileged stratum is pre-
vented. Oniy so is it possible to consolidate and develop
socialist ownership, destroy the roots of revisionism,
prevent the restoration of capitalism and ensure the
steady advance of the socialist cause.

Struggle Between Sociolism ond Copitolism in
The Politicol ond ldeologicol Spheres

In a socialist society, the question of "who will win
in the political and ideological spheres, socialism or
capitalism?" will be resolved in prot.racted and intense
class struggle. This is because once the socialist revolu-
tion on the economic front is in the main completed, the
class enemy in its attempt to restore capitalism has to
gain the upper hand first of all on the poiitical and ideo-
logical fronts. Bourgeois and feudal ideas still command
considerable influence in the political, and in particular
in the ideological, reaim 

- 
in the fields of art and iit-

erature, history, philosophy, economics, education,
journalism and so 6n - sinsg there are still bourgeois
elements and bourgeois inteilectuals 'uvho have not been
reformed or not been su{ficiently reformed, and the
spontaneous tendency to capitaiism still exists. Some
piaces or departments are even still dominated by these
bourgeois and feudal ideas. The class enemy tries to
take advantage of these factors to effect a "peaceful
evolution" within socialism. Unless proletarian politics
is put first, unless attention is paid to the class struggle
on the political and ideological fronts, bourgeois politics
will certainly come to the fore and the poisonous stream
of bourgeois and other non-proletarian ideas will rise
unhindered to a fiood.
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The proletariat wants to transform the world in
line with its olvn world outlook, and so does the bour-
geoisie. If proletarian ideas do not take hold of people,s
minds, they will certainly be taken hold of by bourgeois
ideas. Therefore, *e must persist in the socialist rev-
olution on the political and ideological fronts to con-
soiidate the proletarian dictatorship 

- 
vigorously

develop proletarian ideas and thoroughly eliminate
bourgeois ideas, defeat the attacks of the bourgeoisie
against socialism in the politicai and ideological realms,
and ceaselessly consoiidate and expand proletarian posi-
tions there. Only so can we transform the people,s
subjective world while transforming the objective world.
Only so can we overcome and eventually eradicate bour-
geois and other non-proletarian ideas, give a great for-
ward thrust to the communist consciousness and moral
qualities of the entire people, develop the initiative of
the masses in socialist construction, consolidate and de-
velop the socialist system, cultivate a new generation
for the cause of communism, and thus guarantee the
future transil.ion to communism.

Communism is our ultimate goal. In the course of
building socialism. rrhile greatly developing the forces of
production we must gradually narrow the gaps betrveen
worker and peasant. tou.n and country and manual and
mental labour. This is a long-term historical task. If
we do not take effective revolutionary measures in the
course of building socialism and u,iden rather than nar-
row these gaps, we wili not be able to advance to com-
munism but will certainly slip back to capitalism. In
order to narrow these gaps, it is above all necessary
to put proletarian politics first and, under the command
of proletarian politics, greatly develop the forces of
production.

Lessons Provided by the Soviet Union

Since usurping the leadership of the Partl' and the
state in the Soviet Union. the Khrushchov reuisionist
ciique has led the u-orld-s first socialist countr-r- on
to the road of restoration of capitalism. This grave
historical lesson forces us to ponder seriously over this
question: How can such a restoration of capitalism be
avoided? This is a tremendously important problem
as yet unresolved in the history of the international
communist movement. Drawing lessons from what has
happened in the Soviet Union, our Partv and Govern-
ment must adopt political lines, principles, policies
and measures 

- 
our policies on labour, distribution,

education, art and literature, cadres, relations with other
countries. and ou,r work in every field: industry, agricul-
ture, transport and telecommunications, trade, military
affairs, public security, culture, education, health, foreign
affairs, and Party r,l,ork - which help the consolidation
and development of socialism, the gradual bridging of
the gaps between rl,orker and peasant, town and coun-
try and manual and mental labour, and prevent a capi-
talist come-back. The Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung
have not only formulated the general line for sociaiist
construction, but have put forward a series of prin-
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ciples, policies and measures. These include the socialist
education movement, the two kinds of educational sys-
tem, the two forms of labour, the system of cadres
participating in physical labour, and of b.uilding new_
style industriai and mining areas in which industr;v
and agriculture and town and countryside are inte-
grated. A11 these are relateci to the aim of gradualiy
closing the gaps between worker and peasant, town
and country and manual and mental labour.

When any measure directed torvards closing these
gaps is put into practice, it inevitably comes up against
opposition from the old forces in society. And, in
essence, the struggie against these old forces is a strug-
gle b,etween two opposing classes, bets'een two roads.
If in this class struggle we do not persist in proletarian
politics, in keeping to the communist direction. in fight-
ing back against the bourgeois forces 

- 
whatever form

they take 
- 

these gaps will rviden, the socialist super-
structure u'il1 degenerate and change its nature, the
socialist cause u'ill be undermined, the bourgeois forces
w;ll gro*. into a flood and the socialist revolution will
fail half way.

Chqirmon Moo's Worning

In 1963, Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out to the
whole Party: "Class struggle, the str.uggle for produc-
tion and scientific experiment are the three great rev-
olutionary movements for building a mighty socialist
country. These movements are a sure guarantee that
Communists will be free from bureaucracy and im-
mune against revisionism and dogmatism, and will for
ever remain invincible. They are a reliable guarantee
that the proletariat wili be able to unite with the broad
working rrasses and realize a democratic dictatorship.
If. in the absence of these movements, the landlordg
rich peasants. counter-revolutionaries. bad elements and
ogres of all kinds were alloq'ed to cratvl out. while
our cadres were to shut their eyes to all this and in
many cases fail even to differentiate between the enemy
and ourselves but were to coilaborate with the enemy
and become corrupted and demoralized, if our cadres
were thus dragged into the enemy camp or the enemy
were able to sneak into our ranks, and if many of our
workers, peasants, and intellectuals were left defence-
less against both the soft and the hard tactics of the
eneny, then it would not take long, perhaps only
several years or a decade, or several decades at most,
before a counter-revolutionary restoration on a national
scale inevitably occurred, the Marxist-Leninist Party
would undoubtedly become a revisionist partv or a
fascist party, and the whole of China would change
its colour." We should always bear in mind this warn-
ing from Comrade Mao Tse-tung.

Guided by Mao Tse-tung's thinking, the Chinese
Communist Party has built up a fine tradition of
putting politics first. When our Party formed the first
detachment of the Workers' and Peasants' Red Army
and established the first revolutionary base more than
30 years ago, Comrade Mao Tse-tung already pointed
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out the imfortance of political work, criticized a purely
military vieu'point. and clearly pointed out that politics
must:be in command of military affairs. Since then,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung has always emphasized thai
politics must be in command. that it is the very soul
of all our u.ork. This was true in the period of the
democratic revolution, and it is even more trlre in the
period of the socialist revolution. Precisely because of
this. our Party has led the Chinese people from one
gfeat victory to another. Today, a ne\.v upsr-rrge is
shaping up throughout th€ country in industry and
agriculture and in the study of Comrade Mao Tse-tung's
writings, and this, too, is precisely a result of putting
proletarian politics first.

In every department and on every front our com-
rades must put politics first, put Mao Tse-tung's think-
ing to the fore, and carry the socialist revolution
through to the very end, consolidate and develop the

The Dawn of o New Epoch

socialist system. and make our country a powerful so-
cialist stale with a modernized industry. agriculture,
national defence, and science and technolog;'. exert
efforts in supporl of the world revo]ution. and Iully
prepare the material and ideological conditions for the
gradual transition to communism in the future.

A big debate on the relation bel.ween politics and
particular profession is no',v taking place in every depart-
ment or unit throughout the ccuntry. Party organiza-
tions at all levels must strengthen their leadership in
this deb,ate, so that through it the cadres and masses
will fully understand the tluth that putting poiitics
first is fundamental to all work, so that they will raise
still higher the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung's
thinking, steradfastly put politics first always and in
every kind of work and so ensure that r,r'e do our rvork
better.

("Renmin Ribao" editorial, April 6.)

COMMENTATOR

The law of "one divides into two" - or the unity
o[ opposites - which is the kernel of materialist dialec-
tics is now nothing new to them. They apply it con-
sciously and widely in daily practice.

Mastering Mao Tse-tung's thinking and raising the
Ievel of theil own political consciousness, the workers,
peasants and soldiers understand that their factory
work, their farming, and their military training and
fighting are all for the revolution. And they are better
able to do their tasks when they consciously apply
Mao Tse-tung's thinking and find out the laws govern-
ing their particuiar work. The same holds good with
people. in other trades and professions. Once they
master Mao Tse-tung's thinking, they realize that they
are working for the revolution and thus do their work
better. Armed with Mao Tse-tung's thinking, the
worker, peasant, and soldier masses are continuoursly
making neu, inventions and creations in the great strug-
gle to subdue Nature and transform society.

An Eorth-Shoking Chonge
?hroughout the history of mankind the masses of

u,orking people were barred from the gates leading
to theoretical knowledge. The very mention of theory
irirmediatel;i made people think of it as something for
intel.lectualS only. The proletariat has been raising its

Worker, Peosont, ond Soldier
Mosses Moster Theory

by "HONGQI"

?ollowing are ercerpts of an article originally e:n-

titled. "The Dawn of a New Epoch in Which Worker,
Peasant, and Soldier Mssses Master Theory," uhich usus

published in "Hongqi," No. 2, 7966. Sttbheads and bold-
face emythases o,re ours. 

- 
Ed.

A N unprecedcnted mass movement for str.rdying
A theorv is spreading far and rvide in China. It is a
movement in which r,r,rorkers, peasants and soldiers are
consciously studying Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works.
The resulls show that the wolking masses not only can
understand Marxist-Lenirrist theol'y but can make their
study frr-ritful and apply it successfully. at.

An increasing number of people have grasped, the
basic concept of the proletarian ri,orld outlook, that
is, the idea of cornplete dedication to the revolution,
everything for the revolution, and wholehearted serviee
to the people, and have taken it as their guide to aetion.

The u,,orker, peasant, and soldier masses have an
ever-clearer understanding of the fundamenl.al concept
in the dialectieal-materialist theory of knowledge that
con'ect ideas come from social practice and that ma-
terial things can be transformed into mental things and
vice versa. Guided by this concept they are creating
boundless material u,ealth.
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