
Some cadres busy themselves every day with meetings , giving in-
structions , telephoning and other daily tasks but do not study Chairman
Mao's works well . We must know that we may do a thousand or ten thousand
jobs , but if we forget to creatively study and apply Chairman Mao's works ,
then we forget politics , the class struggle and the dictatorship of the
proletariat and become blockheads . This is very dangerous . If we depart
from Mao Tse -tung's thought , we will not be able to do anything well and
will lose our heads in the storm of the class struggle , not knowing which
way to do . If we depart from Mao Tse - tung's thought , we will be corrupted
by bourgeois ideology , become its captives and become revisionists . All
party cadres must thoroughly understand this and must regard creative study
and application of Chairman Mao's works as a task of prime importance .

The masses of workers , peasants and soldiers have achieved very good
results in creatively studying and applying Chairman Mao's works . The
phenomenon in some places where cadres have not studied as well as the masses ,
and leading cadres have not studied as well as the ordinary cadres , must be
speedily changed ...

Outstanding examples of cadres giving the lead in the study of Chair-
man Mao's works are to be found everywhere ...

If cadres and the masses study Chairman Mao's works conscientiously ,
follow Chairman Mao's teachings , and act in accordance with the Chairman
Mao's instructions , their ideological outlook will be transformed , the re-
lations between cadres and the masses will change , the way they work will
change and the situation in production will change .

With the cadres giving the lead at all levels , the ranks of activists
in studying Chairman Mao's works will grow steadily and their level will
gradually rise . Thus a still broader and deeper mass movement will be
formed for creatively studying and applying Chairman Mao's works , so that
Mao Tse -tung's thought takes deep root in the minds of the masses and is
really placed in the forefront in all work . This is the fundamental guarantee
for carrying the socialist revolution through to the end , consolidating the
dictatorship of the proletariat and adhering to the correct orientation for
socialist construction .

It is the conclusion and the call of the party to place Mao Tse -tung's
thought in the forefront , and for cadres to give the lead at all levels .

CONSTRUCTION BEFORE DESTRUCTION IS THE ERRONEOUS VIEW
Peiping , NCNA , 24 June 1966

...Chairman Mao has clearly and correctly enunciated the question of
destruction and construction . He has said , "There is no construction with-
out destruction , no flowing without damming , and no moving forward without
stopping . The struggle between them is a life -and -death struggle . "
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Chairman Mao has also said , " If bad things are not eradicated ,
nothing constructive can be achieved . Only by destroying these things can
China be saved and national reconstruction begun . Otherwise , all talk
about saving and building our country is nothing but talking in one's dream .
Only by destroying old and decaying things can we build new and healthy
things ."...

Whether we should advocate construction before destruction or uphold
the view that there is no construction without destruction , construction in
the course of destruction , destruction comes first and in the course of it
there is construction . Since practice is the only yardstick by which to
verify truth , we can in no way establish the dictatorship of the proletariat
without first destroying bourgeois dictatorship . Similarly , it is impossible
for the peoples of colonies and semi -colonial territories to achieve nation-
al independence without first eradicating_imperialism . Only by thoroughly
removing the "three_towering mountains " [imperialism , feudalism and bureau-
cratical capitalism / rising before them can the Chinese people establish a
powerful , socialist new China . Similarly , only by thoroughly leveling
another " three high mountains " -- imperialism , modern revisionism and re-
actionaries of all countries can the people of the world establish a
new world in which there is neither exploitation nor oppression of man by
man ...

--

Countless facts bear proof that Chairman Mao's teachings to the ef-
fect that there is no construction without destruction , construction in the
course of destruction , destruction comes first and in the course of it
there is construction , conform to revolutionary dialectics and constitute
revolutionary truth . In stubbornly advocating "construction before des-
truction , " do bourgeois "authorities " really mean to establish socialism
and eradicate capitalism ? No , not at all . What they seek to establish is
bourgeois hegemony and revisionism and what they want to eradicate is pro-
letarian dictatorship and the thought of Mao Tse - tung .

Do bourgeois "authorities " really mean to practice the theory of "con-
struction before destruction ? " No , not at all . They have been uprooting
this or that thing all the time and in any place . Rallying the black gang ,
running the gangster inn , planting poisonous weeds everywhere in every
possible way and peddling black goods , they shoot poisonous arrows at the
party , socialism and Mao Tse -tung's thought . Shouting that our party should
promptly " step down " and " take a rest " and threatening to strike us down
until we are unconscious , are they not going all out to destroy everything ?
Relying on their position and power , they have frenziedly attacked Mao Tse-
tung's thought and accused the workers , peasants and soldiers of creatively
learned and applied Chairman Mao's writings for the purpose of satisfying
"vulgar , " "over -simplified , and "pragmatic " desires . Are these not also the
targets of their destructive tactics ? They have even infiltrated the ranks
of academic , educational , art and literary , press and publication circles
so as to launch vehement attacks against the proletariat . Is this not also
in conformity with their destructive moves ?
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Do these bourgeois "authorities " really think " there is construction
as well as destruction "? No , not at all . It is precisely because they are
apprehensive and resent our call for destruction and construction that they
hastily clamor for " construction before destruction . " In other words , they
alone can attack us but we are forbidden to strike back ; they can oppose
the revolution but we should not wage revolution ; they can bring about
peaceful evolution but we are not supposed to oppose it ; and they along
can establish bourgeois ideology , but we must not uphold Mao Tse -tung's
thought .

Therefore , the slogan of " construction before destruction " is totally
contrary to Mao Tse - tung's thinking an out-and -out counterrevolutionary
slogan ...

--

MASSES ARE KEY IN PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION
Peiping , Hung-ch'i , No 9, 1 July 1966

From'rom an editorial entitled , "Trust The Masses , Rely
On The Masses ."7

A great proletarian cultural revolutionary mass movement is now
arising throughout the country ... The fundamental feature of this great
proletarian cultural revolution is this -- hundreds of millions of people
have risen up and are subjecting the old world to criticism ...

The great proletarian cultural revolution is the revolutionary cause
of the masses . Throughout its whole course it is essential to rely on the
masses and boldly mobilize them . Only by a mass mobilization , an energeti-
cal mass movement , the use of big -character posters and a full and frank
airing of ciews and great debate will the great proletarian cultural revo-
lution be able to develop in breadth and depth , expose and strike down all
the monsters and demons , settle the question of who will win out in the
ideological field , the proletariat or the bourgeoisie , and victoriously
fulfill the tasks ofthe great proletarian cultural revolution ...

The great proletarian cultural revolutionary movement which is now
sweeping ahead magnificently has proved , over the past few months : that the
broad masses of the people who have grasped Mao Tse - tung's thought have the
greatest ability to detect monsters and demons , see through them and identify
them ; that the broad masses of the people who have grasped Mao Tse - tung's
thought , fight most effectively against the monsters and demons and deal
them most accurate and heavy blows ; that the broad masses of the people who
have grasped Mao Tse -tung's thought , are best equipped to fight and
thoroughly repudiate the representatives of the bourgeoisie by citing facts
and reasoning things out ; that the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party , armed with Mao Tse - tung's thought , is the fundamental guarantee of
success in the great proletarian cultural revolution ...
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