
good thing , a thing of profound and far-reaching significance to destroy
the old ideas , culture , customs and habits and to establish new ideas ,
culture , customs and habits and to have the revolutionary spirit prevail
quickly throughout the country . All the revolutionary comrades should
enthusiastically welcome and resolutely support it ; they should conscious
ly temper themselves in the flames of the revolution , and following the
teachings of Chairman Mao , persevere in the truth and correct mistakes ,
and their attitude towards the criticism of the masses should be one of
"correcting mistakes if you have committed them , and guarding against them
if you have not . "

As to the movement as a whole , we must grasp the principal contra
dictions and main targets , and correctly handle the relations between the
principal and the ordinary contradictions . People who have ordinary
shortcomings and mistakes in their style of work should consciously correct
them in the course of this great cultural revolutionary movement and they
should not be taken as the main targets of the movement . Questions of
this type should be solved by using the method of correctly handling con
tradictions among the people . It is necessary to persuade and educate
and to guard against over -simplification and being crude , not to use the
method of handling contradictions between us and the enemy where questions
of ordinary shortcomings and mistakes in style of work are concerned , and
not to treat this kind of question as the main target of struggle in the
movement , in order to avoid interfering with the main orientation of our
struggle .

The great proletarian cultural revolution is a great torrential
class struggle . This struggle is sharp , complicated , and there will be
twists and turns and reversals . We must be fully aware of this . As long
as we hold fast to the main orientation of the movement , use the viewpoint
of class struggle and the method of class analysis to treat all the kinds
of problems and contradictions that crop up in the movement , and sum up
our experience from time to time we will certainly make this great revo
lutionary struggle advance triumphantly step by step .

THE BOURGEOIS FALLACY OF "CONSTRUCTION FIRST AND DESTRUCTION LATER " REFUTED
Peiping , Kuang -ming Jih -pao , 29 July 1966

From an article by Chang Hsiao -ping ( 1728 2556 0393 ) ,
Chief staff officer of a certain naval unit of the PLA.7

Under the direct leadership of Chairman Mao and the Party Central
Committee , an upsurge of the great proletarian cultural revolution is , with
the force of a landslide , violently pounding all remnant decadent bourgeois
and feudal ideas , sweeping away all monsters and demons entrenched on the
political , ideological and cultural fronts .
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At precisely a time when the broad masses of workers , peasants and
soldiers have risen in full force to repel the attack of the bourgeoisie ,
a handful of anti -party , anti -socialist black gangsters are shouting the
fallacy of " construction first and destruction later . " Under the pretext
of " construction first and destruction later , " they allow us neither to
get rid of the bourgeois ideology nor to attack the bourgeois reactionary
political fortress . The fallacy of " construction first and destruction
later" set forth by the bourgeois lords must be sternly criticized and
thoroughly smashed .

The question of relationship between " construction and destruction "
was scientifically expounded by Chairman Mao a long time ago in his article
"On New Democracy . " He pointed out : " Such reactionary culture serves im
perialism and the feudal class and should be struck down . If such a thing
is not struck down , it will be impossible to build a new culture . Without
destruction , there is no construction ; without damming , there is no flowing ;
without rest there is no motion . The two opposites are locked in a life
and -death struggle . �

Destruction as we have defined it means revolution and criticism .
In destruction it is necessary to talk reason , and talking reason means con
struction . Priority should be given to destruction and it is in the midst
of destruction that construction proceeds . The practice of social develop
ment proves that Marxism -Leninism and the thought of Mao Tse - tung were
founded and developed in the course of struggle against all shades of bour
geois ideology , Right opportunism , "Left " opportunism , revisionism and all
kinds of demons and monsters ....

In the current great proletarian cultural revolution , the bourgeois
lords have created the " construction first and destruction later " myth with
an ulterior motive : to confuse public opinions , and black with white . Their
sinister purpose is to support the bourgeois Right and attack the proletarian
Left ; and to allow us neither to get rid of the bourgeois ideology nor to
establish the proletarian ideology ....

However , they can never succeed . We the laboring people are the real
creators of culture . Not only politically but culturally and academically
as well , the proletariat has long surpassed and overwhelmed the bourgeoisie .
We must in the course of this great proletarian cultural revolution destroy
the bourgeois ideology and establish the proletarian ideology on a large
scale , thoroughly smash the frantic attack of the bourgeois black gangs and
sweep away all demons and monsters . We must hold the great red banner of
the thought of Mao Tse - tung even higher and let it flutter on the ideologi
cal and cultural positions ....

The history of the building of our army and of revolutionary wars
over the past decades is a history of Chairman Mao's leading the whole party
and the whole army to destroy in a big way all kinds of bourgeois military
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thinking and establish proletarian military thinking . This was destruction
first and construction later and not the other way round ....

As the history of the building and development of our army indicates ,
without completely destroying the bourgeois military lines , it would be
impossible to build the proletarian military lines ; that without thoroughly
demolishing the dogmatic and purely military lines , it would be impossible
to truly place politics and the thought of Mao Tse -tung first ; and that
without thoroughly criticizing the fallacy of "military affairs and politics
are equally important , being six of one and half a dozen of the other , " it
would also be impossible to make politics command the military and every-
thing else . All this proves an incontestable truth : Without destruction
there would be no construction , destruction must come first and construction
later , construction goes on in the midst of destruction , priority must be
given to destruction , in the midst of which construction may be undertaken .

This holds true for the development and expansion of the PLA , for the
great victories achieved in the Chinese revolutionary wars , and for the de-
velopment of all things . The reason why bourgeois representatives have
shouted to their own exhaustion the "construction first and destruction later "
theory is that they want a cover for their group of demons and monsters so
as to preserve the strength and wait for an opportunity to realize their
beautiful dream of restoring capitalism .

The PLA is a people's army personally created by Chairman Mao . It
is the main prop of the proletarian dictatorship . And every comrade of ours
has grown , nurtured in the thought of Mao Tse - tung . We are able not only
to destroy the enemies with guns , but we are also able to see through and
destroy the enemies without guns ....

STRUGGLE FIRMLY AGAINST CLASS ENEMIES
Peiping , Chung -kuo Ch'ing -nien , No. 13 , 1 July 1966

Full text of an article by Wu Pin ( 0124 6333 ) of the In-
stitute of Economic Research , Chinese Academy of Sciences.7

In June 1962 , Yang Shu published the article "Understanding " in the
special column "Youthful Rambling . " He energetically advocated such things
as "understanding " and "unity . " Why? The reason was that the international
and domestic class struggle was very acute at the time . Internationally ,
imperialism , modern revisionism , and the reactionaries of all countries were
whipping up an anti -China high tide , and our struggle against modern re-
visionism was being intensified steadily . At home , taking advantage of the
temporary economic difficulties caused by three years ' natural calamities
and of the disturbances created by the Khrushchev revisionist bloc , the
landlords , rich peasants , counterrevolutionaries , bad elements , and right-
ists supported the anti -China activities of the international reactionaries
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