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(FOR AMILCAR CABRAL)

A small part

of the mountain shifted,
today;

it seemed to go

a little to the west;
merely shadowed

by the usual cloud,

I told myself,

We weren't

really expecting it,

though I know

we should -have been

on the look-out,

knowing how insistent
things are

in the punishment

capital and murder inflict,
and knowing that any paid hand
can hold a gun,

especially

when your kind of offence
is total liberation,

now;

and, of course,

you were just about

to make your final moves
through the bush

and across the water,

1l can hear the su-su,

brutal as ever:

'"He made too free

with the ‘ideas and the fight.
He had to be stopped

at dead of night,

We did it

when he wae alone.

Mo witnesses,

Right?"

But the r of the mountain,
bulging, there, in the dark,
saw the bullets glice into you;
they pierced us, too;

they've gone so far

inside the slope

that they've shaken

the interlocked layers

down to the furnace

at the core;

the shaking must continue

it has already reached

the outstretched hand;

more and more of the mountain
will come forward;

Bissau will change,

Andrew Salkey




e s T i Ty
Cabral assassinated

20th January

On 20 January 1973 Amilcar Cabral was murdered outside his home

in Conakry. The assassing also captured a number of PAIGC members,
including Aristides Fereira, and set off to sea in three small
boats: the embryc of a PAIGC naval unit. When they 12 hours later
were caught by ships from The Republic of Guinea, the group was

on its way to Bissau, headquarters of the Portuguese colonial ad-
ministration in Guine,

The assassins were a small group of Guineans, who some time ear-
lier had 'deserted' from the Portuguese dide, They had there re-
ceived naval training,

and worked in that capa-

city with PAIGC, They ADDRESSlNG the third Conference of
managed to z?vc:d the the African Peoples, in Cairo,
usual security checks, L
though Luis Cabral (a March 1961, Cabral said :

b f the PAIGC 2 113 e s
l‘i::i::]Dhas :ince “fz? Our enemies are determined to strike
that they were under mortal blows against us and to turn our

sugpicion at the time of victories into defeafs. To attain this goal,
FaoimusceEs they use the most suitable instrument—
Accerding to confessions [ AFRICAN TRAITORS. And here is a reality

made by the group, the that is+made more evident by our struggle :
aspassination was insti- spite of their a SRS SR ial-
Gated ty thal DEFEURHE e, inspite ¢ ir armed forces, the i peria
who had promised 'full ists cannot do without traitors; traditional
independence' for the chiefs and bandits in the times of slavery

Bainipng on o C”Ed;‘ i; and of the wars of colonial conquest, gen-
ons: that Amilcar Cabra . ! : ;
ad ellininated sed ihkat dﬂrl'.ﬂEh. various agents and mercengr‘,
the nationalist movement, fsoldiers during the golden age of colonial
PAIGC, was destroyed. If Wism, self-styled heads of state and minis-

these conditions were 4 : o % R
ters in the present time of neo-colonialism
met, the Portuguese army ] € OF Nec-coio; S|

would withdraw complete- [JThe enemies of the African peoples are
ly to the Cape Varde Is- powerful and cunning and can always
lands, hatding over the count on o few faithful lackeys in our coun
mainland to an African e e sl 3 E i
government in which the try, since Quislings are not a Europear
group members would get privilege, M

important positions.

It is clear that the murder was carefully planned, but before the
colonial regime could find an African collaborator it had to go
so far as to offer to remove itself,

An inquiry into the assaseination, established by cheldent Sekou
Toure and chaired by Luis Cabral, is now investigating all aspects
of the act, Later, the assassins will be tried by a court set up
by PAIGC, Aristides Pereira, a militant and leader of PAIGC since
the 19508, has been elected Secretary-General of the movement
pending a full meeting of the Supreme Council of the Struggle.
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Excerpts from

PAIGC communique

22nd January

The PAIGC , as the driving force of the great liberation struggle
waged since 1960, has seen its influence and effectiyvenees cons-
tantly increasing.. The PAIGC, confronted by the ignoble crime
committed against the person of its great leader, Comrade Amilear
Cabral, and conscious of the fact that intermational imperialism
and Portuguese fascism were the real instruments of the assassi-
nation of the man responsible before all others for the struggle
waged to secure a happy future, addresses ite profound indignation
to the traitors against the nation who served as their reckless
and ignoble agents. The PAIGC solemnly reaffirma its strong deter-
mination to avenge the ignoble killing by exterminating the colo-
nialists and their corrupt agents on the sacred soil of the
motherland. Far from discouraging the struggle the killing only
serves to strengthen their hatred of the colonial domination and
thereby it provides inspiration for speeding up the movement for
emancipation of the peoples...

The PAIGC pays glowing tribute to the man who was its founder, its
organiger, its guide and whose exemplary conduet throughout the
whole of the war will serve ag a guiding light and point of refe-
rence to all revolutionary militants in Africa,

The PAIGC thanks the fraternal countriek of Africa for their com-
passionate attitude; it thanks the progressive countries of the
world, all the mass parties and organisations who have been kind
enough to share in its mourning and who once more have confirmed
their full and complete support for the liberation struggle the
PAIGC im waging and ite wvictorious outcome which will not be long
in coming.

The PAIGC thanks, in particular, the people and Government of the
Republic of Guinea for having arrested the criminals used by
imperialism against Africa and for having given to the fighters
of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde full responsibility for judging
the case concerned with this monstrous crime. The PAIGC declares
in the name of the fighting people of Guinea-Bissau and Cape
Verde that it will assume and fulfil its duty, in meting out to
the eriminale just punishment for their crime, PAIGC reaffirms its
faith in the fraternal peoples and Governments of the African
continent, particularly the neighbouring states, whose active
golidarity is still needed.,.

Down with Portuguese fascism, down with international imperialism,
Long live African unity and solidarity; long live the PAIGC,
The struggle continues,




“We strengthen
our battle...

Nine days after his assassination over 600 people attended a me-

morial meeting in London to honmour Amilcar Cabral. Messages of

condolence from political organisations were read, and Cabral's

voice, recorded during his 1971 visit, was heard. Speakers in-

cluded Abdul Minty, Basil Davidson and the Tanzanian High Com-

missioner, G,M.Nhigula, In the final speech Oscar Monteiro,

FRELIMO's representative in Algiers, said:

"It is a clever tactic for the
colonialists to make people be-
lieve that the murders are the
result of internal contradic-
tions when they are in fact the
results of machinations arran-
ged, financed and encouraged by
them.'

we'"In this crime we can see not
only the hand of Portuguese
colonialism but also the long
arm of imperialism: it was not
by chance that the last meeting
of NATO in Bonn held a few
months ago discussed in some
detail the Cape route, in which
the Portuguese colonies and
South Africa play a strategic
role which it was considered
necesgary to place under the
NATO umbrella, It is not by
chance that Marcello Caetanoc on
every conceivable occasion
raises the strategic importance
of the Cape Verde Islands to
the West."

"Our struggle bringe us into
direct conflict with an enemy
with many faces and many met-
hods, This is why our reply to
these crimees is essentially a
political one. It is a streng-
thening of our political wigi-
lance,"

+« "It is typical of the Portu-
guese colonialists, and of re-

actionaries on all fronts, to
think they can halt the strug-
gle for popular liberation by
murdering individuals, They do
this because they are unable
to understand that men repre-
gent human feelings, the ef-
forts and successes of an en-
tire people, and form the sym-
bol of an unbeatable determi-
pation by a people and a party
ta go on to final victory,"

we''They are sadly mistaken if
they think they can halt the
victorious spirit of the people
of Guine and Cape Verde by
murdering Amilcar Cabral, just
as they were mistaken in think-
ing they could stop the strug-
gle in Mozambique by murdering
Eduarde Mondlane."

we"'Dut the parallel does not
stop there, There, as in to-
day's example, the Portuguese
colonialists have tried to
make people believe in their
innocence - mixing virtuous
denials with hateful cynicism.
It has taken several years for
clear, material proof of direct
participation by the agents of
Fortuguese colonialism in the
agpassination of Mondlane to
be collected,"

"During the seventies, during
our years faced with an enemy




trained in the tactics of
psychological warfare, subver-
sion and corruption, perfected
by ite American imperialist
masters in Vietnam, any strug-
gle for national liberation is
inevitably a struggle against
counter-revolution, Every crime
therefore demands a strengthe-
ning and deepening of the
struggle.,”

w''We say all this, not in any
spirit of vengeance, We want
this fo be understood guite
clearly: this abominable crime
in no way incites us to a blind
hatred of the Portuguese people.
We think it is due to Amilcar
Cabral's memory to remind every-
one that his assassination and
any other crimes that the Por-
tuguese colonial regime may
commit will not make any of our
movements deviate from our fun-
damental principlest our strug-
gle is directed against the
system of c¢olonizl domination

and expleitation, but not
against the white man as such
and still less againet the
Portuguese people,”

we''At this moment you will only
hear our voices exprese our
determination., But we assure
you that far away you will hear
each day more clearly the echo
of our battle, of our arms, and
of our will, You will hear of
defeats which the enmemy will be
less and less able to hide, And
you will know that the African
liberation fighters really know
how to honour the memory of
Amilcar Cabral, the memory of
Mondlane, the memory of Luthuli
and the memory of many, many
unknown men and women, worthy
children of their people who
have fallen in the struggle for
national liberation,"

"By strengthening our battle,
we shall have made their sacri-
fice meadingful, "

"WIVA _AMILCAR CABRAL"

for a great comrade

The response of many individuals and organigations around the

country to the aspassination of Cabral

wag to organise immediate

activities of protest against the Portuguese government and in

support of PAIGC, Apart from the 300-strong London Vigil at

Memorial Fund
set up

At the memorial meeting in
London the establishment of
of the Amilcar Cabral Mem-
orial Fund was announced,
It now stands at over £400,
half of which was collected
at the meeting. The fund
will provide financial
asgistance to education

and health projects of all
three liberation movements,

In Dublin, which Cabral wvisited

in

the
Portuguese embassy on the day
after the announcement, there
was a vigil and petition in
MNewcastle, while in Manchester
the Portuguese consulate was
occupied for several hours,

Memorial meetings have so far
been organised in Oxford,
Hull, Manchester, Reading,
Newcastle and Brighton, and
messages of condolence sent
to PAIGC from many other
places as well, Hundreds of
people signed the condolence
book, which was kept by the
Tanzania High Commigsion.

1971, the Irish Anti-Apartheid

Movement organised a memorial meeting.
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The people of Guiné
decide

In this article, written soon after b

# return from six weeks with the PAIGC, Basil

Davideon reparts on the background to the elections of 1972 and te the witally im-

portant mesting in the near future of the People's National Assembly of Guine &au,
Of the six weekn 27 days {11 Nov, - B Dec,] were spent in the liberated aress, when
e went as far ss the Como sector in the south, last vielted by any foreigner -
including any Portuguese - in 1964,

1. he national elections of April- tegional meledtion meetings. The South-
June 1972 were conducted throughout the ern regions have chosen I7 naticonal ‘rep
liberated areas by universal, direct and ressntatives] the Northeen regiona 24}
secret vote of &ll persons, whether male and the Eastern vegions 107 while another
or female, over the age of fifteen, They I will #it in the Awsembly [or Biseau,
followsd an intennive campalgn of pali- Bolama and the Bijagos archipelaga.

tical wxplanation by a large number of

PAIGE ¥ itical workers, 5 these 72 elected representatives,
there are added § elected to represent

2. T method was this, The PAIGC had the UNTG (trade unions) and 3 to repre-

already divided the whole of rural Guine sent the gtudents, most of whom are in

into
sector had mlready elect

tors, Village committess in gach Eurape, And to this total of B0, the
d sector coms PAIGC will add bY nomipation of the

= een, These sector commiltees each e Council of the Struggle s total
drew up fts own register of voters, fullti vtirkers, Thus the
being obliged (as T saw 1£] to remain and firm control,

e Natiopal A#sembly becomes the

n organ ol the new State and con-
pf two-thirdw.who, are supporters
PAIGC but are mot fulltime Party

Te quate Cabral and ather lea-

defs, this represents the beginning of a
separation of DPawers Letwesn State and

enter ‘the pame, nccepted age, mex ar
village of each votar. Elections at
village level then took place for each

sector's list of 1id presented by
agrooment between the local secter
mittes and the local FAIGC 1
Each elector was handed 3 wh

cam-

inted es" and A grey card pr Party, as w as a _major means of broa-
and placed the ciard of his dening the active participation of ordi-
in a sealed box. nary people in the responsibliities for
their own national I1iie.

3, Some SB,000 voters wers Chus regis-

tered, and about 53,000 of these voted, 6, The Asnembly will meet moon inside

Cverall returns show that 92.17% aof Guinea-Bissau, It will consider and

registered voters voted in the North, adopt a constitution of which a draft s

and, of thess, 94,%5% voted in favour of how being written. It will appoint a

the Party's lisis] that 90,63% of regin- State Councdl as dte supreme executive.

tered voters vated in the South, with It will proclaim the soverelgn Indepen-

G6.99% in favour; and that 84,15% voted

the East, with 92,.50% in favour. The part of ite national t
largeat "ne” vote that | came across was 3 ita capital eity, are
one of the sactors of the Catio He- hands. It will empower the
gion: there, B9,1% voted in [avour. to week worldwide recognition. [By Ne-

vember, as 1 learned, several
tries had already promis
gnition. Tt must clearly be an im-

e of Guinea-Bissau, even though a

4. These votes sent 182 repressntatives
to newly-created regional councile, of

whieh ro are fifteen in all, [Another mediste duty of all support committees
54 national representatives were also to work for recognltion by their respec-
named by clandestine organisation in the tlve governments. )

capital of Bissau, in Bolama, and in the

Bi jagos Ielands,] Each reglonal council 7. 1 met about thirty national represen-
then proceeded ta chooss about onesthird tatives. All save one (who wam & village

af its own number who will also sit in tailor) were farmers, whethar men or
the National Amgembly, due to meet about  women, The whole process represents o
twice n year, 1 was present at two such resarkable achievement in the promotion




Amilear Cabral in
the

1972

Guine durlng

eloctions in

of grass-roote democracy. .

8, The Naticnal Assembly for Gdinesa-
Birsau, whose people have created it, and
not for the Cape Verde Inlands, whose
people cannot be thus congulted at
tima. The PAIGT will hold ® similar
election in the Cape-Verds Islands
conditions make that possible, and
resultant Peoplels Aseembly of the «
Verdes will then bé federated with
of Guines-Bissau. [In this connsxion
Cabral's maxim may be kept in.mind:
Even twing are not born exactly &t the
same time," The cauase of liberating the
Cape Verds Islanda is-in no way renoun—
eadt on the contrary, every FAIGD leader
i whom 1 spoke on the subject went

of his her way to emphasi that
the Party will ne abandon ite struggle
for the { the Cape Verdes.

thet

Confidence in the future

Briefly, on other points. Comparing them
with my visit of 1967, T found all the
inetitutions and activities of the PAIGC
in full development. There is more and
better primacy education; there is o
beginning to secondary education inside
the country. Hospitals and clinice are
wtill whort of qualified personnel, but
the position there ias notably better than
it wam, New structurss have appeared:

not the leset of these is & network of
people's courts and the eodification of
laws, These work at village level, with

7

leve
serious cRees.

rin of
court for

sEctor
thie o

elvil fan purpases, notably frem
has enabled the Peopls's 5
* a wider and better range of

r goods, Production of foodatuffe

tving., Last yedr the villagevs of
cover

areas wore able to
their own cammuniti
thoge of the civilian and
ganisations of their liberation

erated

The military pewer of the PAIGG has
proved in three respects, First, the
arming of peoples! militian for local
defence purposes has been complated,
with u resultant gain for the regular
army's mobility apd froedom of action,
Secondly, the rtegular army has been re-
organiged with the promotion of a large
number of junior commanders trained
aince 1967, Thirdly, armament and equip-
ment have improved with the arrival and
abeorption bl new weapons and other ma-
terial,

im-

In spite of intenaified Portuguess bomb-
ing and straling, the picture in thus a
bright one, and everywhere 1 went 1 found
an athmosphere of strong eonfidence in
the future,

bral and others asked ma to convey
their good wishes to our Committee and
all its wupporters, and the hope that
everyone will redouble their efforts in
a cause which ia that of all of us,
whather we live inm Africa or not,




The fire is spreading
to Zimbabwe

And FRELIMO starts
attacking towns...

World attention has been focussed on Southern Africa following the
development of the armed struggle in Zimbabwe, The Smith regime
has been forced into admitting that the Zimbabwe guerrillas are
firmly established in the interior of the country and operating
with the full support of their people. This development is extre-
mely welcome at a time when the British Government quietly tries
to arrange a settlement with the illegal regime in Zimbabwe. The
strikes in South Africa warn the minority there that their power
ig limited, too.

The advances made by FRELIMO present immediate and very serious
threats to all the three white governments:

@ Tete town and airport directly attacked, 17 aircraft
destroyed on the ground and several important town
buildings badly damaged;

Three bpats sunk on Zambezi River, two helicopters and
two planes shot down in Tete;

In Manica e Sofala attacks on the road between Vila
Gouveia and Vila Pery, bringing the vital supply route
foom Beira to Salisbury under growing threat;

@® The Beira-Tete railway line blown up simultanecusly in
different places over a 75 mile atretch of track;

@ Many vehicles destroyed on the supply roads to Cabora
Bassa.

These are only some of the actions reported for November and
December last year, forcing the Portuguese into increasingly
defensive positions., In the Telegraph Colour Magzine of 2 Febru-
ary Bruce Loudon described the Portuguese defence precautions that
have been taken at and around Cabora Bassa, where'the roads lead-
ing to it are a death trap, thick with FRELIMD fighters whose aim
is to destroy the project'.

This constant intensive harassment of the Portuguese on all ifronts
is combined with reconstruction efforts in the liberated areas.

In October, FRELIMO received a delegation from the African Libe-
ration Committee of the OAU, led by its Executive Secretary Major
Hassan Mbita, After their 10-day visit to Cabo Delgade province
Major Mbita epoke of the 'quiet revolution that takes place be-
neath the bullet', of the social services being organised by
FRELIM?, and of the need for a strongly increased support by in-
dependent Africa,




AMILCAR
CABRAL

'No erime, no force, no manceuvre
in word or deed by the criminal
Portuguese coleonial aggressors
will be able to stop the march of
history, the irreversible march
of the African people of Guine
and the Cape Verde Islands
towards independence.

Forward, comrades and compatriots
in the hercic struggle for
national liberationl!

Amilcar Cabral,

New Year Message January 1973

'Comrades, keep up your
of fensive actiona. The
whole of progressive

X : o ket 1
humanity is on our side.

PATGC
22 January 1973




‘No crime, no force,
no manoevre...’

On 20th January 1973 Amilcar Cabral was murdered outside hig
home in Conakry, The assassination was carried out by
Guinean infiltrators, who also kidnapped pther PAIGC leaders.
They tried to escape to Bissau by boat but were caught by
the Guinean (Conakry) navy.

The arrested men admitted the whole plan was master-minded
by the Portuguese, who had indicated they would grant
'independence'! to mainland Guine if Cabral were eliminated
and the naticnal movement PAIGC destroyed.

Cabral's assassination came at a time when elections for a
national assembly had just been completed and an independent
state was about to be declared and recognised by a large
number of states throughout the world. A major military
offensive was alse planned by PAIGC,

By assassinating Cabral, the Portuguese hoped to stave off
the inevitable defeat.

‘I am a simple African man...

Amilcar Cabral was one of Africa's great political leaders,
with an outetanding ability to relate theory.and practice
in the reveluticnary struggle. Born in Guine in 1926, he
studied agricultural engineering in Lisbon. His work as an
agronomist in the colenial administration of Guine led him
to all parts of the country and in this way he gained a
thorough knowledge and understanding of the politiecal
situation under Portuguese colonialism.

In 1956 he formed, with five others, the nationalist move-
ment of PAIGC (African Independence Party of Guine and Cape
Verde). After three years of fruitless pressure for
political concessions, the movement decided that the only
way was armed action.

In January 1963, after thorough political and military

preparations, the armed struggle was started, and today
PAIGC holds almost the whole country. Only the towns and
some isolated forts remain in Portuguese hands.

Begides the military advances, PAIGC hag built up extensive
education and health services in the liberated areas.
Co-operative organisation of agriculture and trade has
greatly improved the living standard of the people. New
social and political structures have laid the foundations
of a people's state.
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Murder is
part of a pattern

Portugal's history in Africa is a long and bloody one. From
the slave trade, from gold, from mineral and cash crop
exploitation profits have flowed to Europe, while every
popular effort at self-determination was brutally crushed.

The formation of the liberation movements MPLA{Angolal,
FRELIMO (Mozambique) and PAIGC (Guine) brought the struggle
to a new phase. During the 1960s these movements made great
advances, established themselves firmly in the rural areas,
and clearly exposed the emptiness of Portuguese claims on
her 'overseas provinces'.

MFLA, FRELIMO and PAIGC are now recognised by the United
Nations as the true representatives of their people.

The rapid progress of the struggle was not expected by the
white minority regimes in Southern Africa and their allies
Projecte such as the Cabora Bagsa dam in Mozambique and the
Cunene schemeé in Angola are sericusly hampered, and the
white power structure is under direct threat.

In this situation, Portuguese efforts have become ever more
desperate:

* February 1969, Eduardo Mondlane, President of FRELIMO,
assassinated in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

*# November 1970, invasion of the capital of the Republic
of Guinea, Conakry; attempt on the life of President
Gekou Toure as well ay (he leaders of PAIGE

* During 1972, collaboration with exile Tanzanian, Osear
Kambona, in sabotage actions aimed at the Tanzanian
government

The strategy of Portugal and her allies is now clear,
Failure to defeat the liberation movements within the
colonieg hae led to strikes in neighbouring countries,

aimed at the governments of these countries as much ag at
the movements themselves. But even this strategy ies bound to
fail, FRELIMO is stronger than ever, directing itself now to
the very heart of Mozambique. In Guine, the spirit of
Amilcar Cabral lives in his movement and will carry the
people through to total independence.
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How responsible is Britain?

Slowly but surely, Fortugal is losing her colonial wars,
and would leng ape have been forced to leave Africa had it
not been for the assistance she has been given by other
countries in the West - particularly Britain.

NATO agreements provide the bulk of arms and equipment used
against the people of Guine, Angola and Mozambigque. British
supplies include planes, jeeps and frigates.

The 'defence'! of Guine against its own people is regarded
ag being of "vital stratepic significance!, for the prot-
ection of Western military and economic interests. NATO
help for Portugal is not incidental but deliberate.

The same interests combine to shore up white mingrity rule -
in South Africa, Rhodesia and the Portuguese colonies.

Bie
For e e ifance - an alliance which, for
Bxi nce, has consisted of British imperiali

in glove with the feudal Portuguese ruling cl

ehind this

lie six centuries of "friendship

>

of its
working hand
. Portugal

today is an under-developed country - with all-the implic-
ations this h colonies = largely - because of
British

Britis pital/*

[ : the c nies in the 1900s. 1
now eagerly participa

in_the 3£t = 1960 profitesring
white-ruled Africa. and cheap labour is a major
attraction for inves Today British investment in
Portugal and her colgnjes amount to some £300 million,

Ang Portugtese relattons are now extremely fxiendly. There
ha n an exchange of visits by the Foreign Ministers of
each country (and Africa was alwa igh on the agenda). In
contrast, the Foreign Office refus to see Amil 1

ed ar Cabral
during his visit to Britain. This year the G00th anniver
celebratinns include & wisit to Portugal by Prince Phill
and a state visit to Britain by Prime Minister Caetanc - the
nce before the rise of Portuguese fascism in 1§

The Portuguese ambassador has publicly thanked Britain for
her 'understanding of Portugal's position in Africa'. Does
this 'understanding' also extend to the murder of Amilcar

Cabral?

Mobilise against Support

% The Anglo-Pertuguese Alliance PAIGC, MPLA, FRELIMO

# NATD arme supplies to Fortugal politically

# British investment in e i
colonialism materially.

Committee for Freedom in Mozambique, Angola & Guing 531 Caledonian Rdl., London N.7.
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End the Alliance

End collaboration in Portugal’s wars
Support the Liberation Movements
Solidarity with the Portuguese people

A major campaign this year will be directed againet the Anglo-
Portuguese Alliance and the planned 600th anniversary celebrations.

The objectives of the campaign are to expose the Alliance for

what it is today - military, economic and diplomatic collaboration
in the maintenance of fasciem in Europe and colonialism in Africa-
and to bring it to an end. At the same time a new alliance must

be built between the people of Britain and the people of Portugal,
Angola, Guine and Mozambique,

A focal point will be the government-inspired 'celebrations',
which are being used in an effort to polish Portugal's tarnished
image, Foreign office plans and propaganda must be matched by an
educational campaign on British involvement, and by broadranging
opposition to the celebrations taking place at all,

Government plans already involve the whole Establishment: the
British Council, the Arts Council, the BBC, the London Chamber of
Commerce, the Anglo-Portuguese Society, MPs, jourmalists and so on.
There will be premotione of Portuguese goods and Portuguese
holiday resorts, A spescial football match., Commemorative pottery.
In fact everything that could be devised by elther government to
put across the idea of & friendly, sunny peaceloving Portugal,

All this will be crowned in July by the first state visit of &
Portuguese Prime Minister for fifty yearsy and in the exchange of
visits the Duke of Edinburgh is to visgit Fortugail,

STOF THE CELEBRATICONS

Every political organisation, trade union, town council, student
body or grouping of any kind should be saked to pledge its

support to our campaign, and to refuse to participate in any way
in the celebrations should they take place. Already demonstrations
are being held agking Prince Philip to cancel his visit: these
must be kept up wherever he goes, Action against obvious mani-
festations of British involvement - firms investing in Portugal
and the colonies, NATO arms supplies, trading links and so on

must be intensified at local and national level, The celebrations,
in all their forms, must be actively opposed,

BUILDING A NEW ALLIANCE

During February a series of regional workshops are being held
to bring together the organisatione and individuals who will be
actively engaged in the campaign. They will serve both to give
an in depth briefing on all aepects of the liberation atruggle,
British links etc, and as an opportunity to work out the type of
activities in each locality, and methods of building up local
support,

3 cont on back page




The history of

Britain’s first

|3'.I'3 16 June, First Anglo- P.,nus.;r"

1liance signed between Edward 11
'Engilnnd and Fernando 1 of r.-_-nuga1. 1u—-
gely due to John of Gaunt's dynastic am-
bi in the Therian Peninsula,

14 August. Battle of Aljubarro-
ta: Portuguese and & contingent of Eng-
b Archers defeat the invading Casti-
lians and firmly establish Portugal as
an independent natlon-state.

13886 Following the 'Treaty of Perpe-
tual Alllance! by ch 'each shall be
baund to give aid and bring masistance
to the othet agalnst all men who may
live and die, who break the peace of the
other or injure . John of
Gaunt's Invasion of Gastile with Portu-
backing faiis, He saila home, leav-
tugal At war with Castile,
1400-1550 Anglo-Fortuguesse Alliance
effectively lapsas dis to England’s pre-
oceupation with the and phase of the
Hund Yeara War at n with the Wars

the Cape of Good Ho
16th century they satablish the first
European empire. Needing sanpower for
their Brazilian spugar plantations, the
Portuguese give Airica the first fruits
of their 'civilinoing miesien! - the
flave trade.

1580-1640 On

the extinctlion of its
ruling dynasty, Portugal is taken over
by Phillip I[ of Spain, and for 60 years
the Spanish and Fortuguese crowns are
united, s invalves Portugal in
Spain's ware with England and the Dutch,
Elisabethan raiders capture much of the
Brazil-Lisbon shipping, In 1619 an Eng-
lish fleet degtroyn Portuguese hesgemony
in the Persian Gulf and relations do not
improve until wn Anglo-Fortuguess truce
fs wigned at Gos in 1635,

1642 At war with bath Holland and
Spain and nesding allies, Portugal signe
a treaty with Charles 1 of England,

1654 After coming close to war with
the victorious Parlamentarians for shel-
tering Prince Rupert's royalist pirates,
Fortugal signe a highly disadvantageous
treaty with Cromwell,

1660 Restoration of the Stuarts ne-
cesnitates a fredh Anglo-Portuguese
treaty in which Charles 1T i= pledged
to defend Portugal

tag if it were England
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itself', (THis guarantee has no time
limit, and according to the Caetano re-
gime it in as valild in the 1970s a= |t
was in the 1660a,) These 17th century
tresties destroyed Portugal's trading
monopoly with her colonies and pubordi-
nated the extremely k Portuguese eco-
nomy to expanding English mercantile
capital, in return {or English political
suppert needed to maintain independence
from Spain,

1703 The: Methuen Treaty gives import
concessions f(or Portuguesas wines into
England in exchange for the free entry of
gliah woollenw into Portugal, Tn other
ords, Portugal's inciplent cleth indus-
try s sacrificed in order to expand the
profitable wine trade. The Portuguese
economy in thus condemned to develop in
a2 golopial pattern - exporting raw mate-
rials to England and importing English
manufactures, Portugal also suffers im-

gt tlon during the War of the
Spariinh Sucgession and is betrayed by her
Engiiah allies during the peace negoti-
ations when they renege on the promised
frontier alterations.

1700-1800 Fortugal goes into steady
her dependence on E
coming ®o great that in the n the
ury two thirds of her physical secws-

s are wupplied by England. Fombal,
e Minister 1780-77, attempta to break
this dependence, but when he falls from
power hie policies are gradually Jetti-
soned, The ruling clase lives comicrtably
aff the pickings of the empire, and to
defend this empire they need English sup-
port. In return, England gets both the
Portuguess metropolitan and colomial

markets, and Portugal remains a wine
producer.
1807 Mapoleon invades Portugal.

Fortuguess royal family and administra-
tion carried to Brazil by a British
fleet. In return, Brazilian ports are
opened for trade with Fortugal's allies -
ie Britain, Portugal therefore effecti-
vely loses her Brazilian market and the
profitable re-sxport of Brazilian pro-
duce.

1825 Brazil secures its independence
largely dus to the British government's

blackmail of the Portuguese government,

British economic privileges In Portugal
are automatically extended to Brazil. For
the rest of the century Portugal tries to
compensate for the loss of Brazil by car-




£ 2]

neo-colony

ving out an empire in Africa, But as late
as 1850 Portuguese rule in Africa hardly
extends beyond the coanst and up 8 few
mafor rivers. And in Africa Portugal i
competing with much more powerful im-
perialist powers, Britain in particular.

1867 Portuguese adminstrator, Sa da
Bandeira, produces & map claiming large
areas of present-day Rhodesia as Portug-
wesz, Portuguese strategy is now based
on linking Angola with Mozambigue,

1885 Congress of Berlin, Fortugal
loses out heavily when the Belgians and
French share the Congo between them.
North of the river Fortugal is laft with
only the tiny enclave of Cabinda. Britain
makes no sitempt to support Portugalls
claims in the Congo, it being widely
felt that the Fortuguese are degemerate
and incapable of showldering the ‘white
man's burden’,

1888-80 Portugal ‘aftemptd to press her
clalms in Central Africa, The Foreign
Minister, Barros Comés, nte the
‘rose-coloured map! showing the entire
interior of Africa from-the 13th to the
18th parallels as Fortuguese - & clalm
fejected by the British who nesd much of
the area for their own project of a Cape-
to-Cairo route, Portuguese oxpeditions
penetrate into Nyasaland which im prompt-
ly declared a British protectorate. In
1890 Lord Salisbury's gunboats off Moz-
ambigue force the Portuguese to back
down and the Barron government falls -
and with it dreama of a transcontinental
empire.

1890-1914 Britieh capital floods inte
Angola and Morambique. The desperate
financial position of Portugal leads to
several Anglo-German schemes to carve up
Fortuguese Africa between them, but
World War I intervenes,

18910-26 Fortugal's ropublican peried,
with 44 governments in 16 years colmin-
ating in the assumption of all power by
Antonio Salagar and the creation of a
fascist mtate, He cultivates the British
alliance and aids Francoe in the Spanish
Civil War,

1838-45 Salapar supplios Nazl Germany
with vital strategic materials and in
1943 provides the allies with bases in
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the Azores, and flies the flag at half-
mast on Hitler's death,

1949 Portugal admitted bo MATO.

1961 Armed wtruggle beging in Angola,
Portuguese repression in the north
results in the deaths of 50,000 Angolans.
Britain under the Macmillan government
sells the Portuguese two frigates 'to
meat Portugal's NATO obiigations'. India
liberates Goa, Damaw and Diu on the
Indian coast and Salazar complains when
Britaln refuses to come to their rescue.

1964-T0 Labour governme in office,
wars of liberation in all three Portug-
uese colonies, The arms boycott imposed
on Portugal is rendered meaningless
through Portugal's uge of the NATO ali-
iance to get whatever arme ahe needs. In
1965 200 Austip jeeps ake supplied to the
Portuguese army, and ip. 1966 another
frigate to the navy. No attempt is made
to break the vital Britiesh sconomic links
with Portuguese colomialism, or to ques-
tion the privileges aceruing to Portugal
from her EFTA memberahip,

1970-72 lnder the Tory government
Angla-Portuguese relations improve rap-
idly. Aleec Douglaw=Ho visits Lisbon in
June 1971, and the Portuguese Foreign
Minister vieits London the following
March = the first wuech viait since 1960,
Tary MPe such as Fatrick Wall and lan
Sproat are taken on regular publicity
Jjaunts to the colopies, Brivigh invest-
mant in the colonies increases, and the
London Chawber of Commerce and, the Brit-
iah Natlonal Export Council visit Angola
and Mozambique to produce glowing reports
of investment possibilities. In October
1971, ‘when Amilcar Cabral, Bscrotary-
General of PAIGC visite Britain the For-
eign Office refuses to see him because
'it would be inappropriate mince Mr.
Cabral is committed to violence againgt
a government with whom we have friendly
relations?,

1973 While British reaction drinks
toasts to secraps of paper 600 yeara old,
and to ite current alliance with Fort-
uguese fasclsm, the tagk of the Britiah
progressive movementa is clear - to
smash the Anglo<Fortuguese alliance and
build a new alliance with the people of
Portugal, Mozambique, Angola and Guine.




MPLA & FNLA
form council

On 13 December, after more than six months of negotiations, an
agreement between MPLA and FNLA was finally signed in Kinshasa,
It was witnessed by the Foreign Ministers of Tanzania, Zambia,

Zaire and Brazzaville,

Under the agreement, a Supreme Council for the Liberation of
Angola has been formed to co-ordinate the struggle in all its
aspects. Holden Roberto becomes President of the Angolan Political
Council while Agostinho Neto is President of the Unified Military
Command. In the Council itself, Roberto and Neto are President

and Vice-President respectively.

MPLA and FNLA both retain their identity as separate movements
within the Supreme Council, and there is no question of a merger
at this stage.

A side effect of the agreement is that GRAE, the so-called
Revolutionary Government in Exile, is finally to disappear, some
years after recognition for it was withdrawn by the OAU.

As pupporters of the MPLA and of the Angolan national liberation
struggle, the Committee for Freedom in Mozambigue, Angola and
Guine welcomes this new development for the possibilities it can
give for a united effort against Portuguese colonialism in Angola.
The President of MPLA, Dr, Agostinho Neto, explained the back-
ground to the negotiations very clearly in an interview made

in July last year by the Swedish journal Kommentar.

President Neto explains

The contacts must be seen in the light of our actions from the
day our movement was formed., In 1956, in our first manifesto, we
spoke about the unity between all patriotic forces in Angola, In
the 11 years since the start of the armed struggle, we have made
a number of attempts Lo achieve unily with FNLA, These approaches
were directed first to UPA, led by Holden Roberto, then to FNLA
with the same leader.

We made several attempts to get contacts during 1961-63 when UPA
were active inside the country. It is UPA which has always been
against unity with MPLA., They have found various reasons for their
negative attitude; MPLA is an organisation of intellectuals, MPLA
is a communist organisation ete.

What is new about it is not that MFLA has taken an initiative,
since this has been done several times before, We have documents,
showing the different proposals we have put forward. The new
aspect of the situation is that Holden Roberto has accepted to
hold talks with ua, This he has always refused before,
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The map shows MFLA'®m six
military-political regions
and also the different dia-
tricts of Angola. Recently
the district of Huila has
been divided into two dis-
tricte: Huila and Cunene,
MPLA controls areas in all
regions except No 6.

NAMIBLA

The militante within FNLA have very clearly expressed their app-
roval of the attempts to unite all patriotic forces. They have
for instance sent a message of approval of ocur attempts. When we
had a meeting with Holden in Brazzaville, the militants in Kin-
shasa and other parts of Zaire arranged big celebrations to
express their joy.

I1f, as the results of our efforts towards unity, the'Zaire gov-
ernment permits the transit of military material, an immediate
advantage for us will be that' the arméd struggle in the first

region would take a big step forward. It would algo lead to a
change in the character of the struggle, as then we could also

form an urban guerrilla army and make attacks of a very different
kind from before, Changes could be foreseen even in the political
aphere, as the pressure on the Portuguese government would increase,

But behind our interest in creating unity is not only the problem
of permission to transport material through Zaire to the first
region., This is certainly an important reason, but there iz a
strategically more important purpose: to try to unify our people,

Our common border with Zaire is very long - 1200 miles - and there
are a large number of Angolans in Zaire: figures around 600,000
have been mentioned this year. It is very important that we mob-
ilise all these people and get them to fight for our freedom in a
united front, In the future we must also avoid factionalism,
Conflicts between factions are always very serious, especially if
the ethnic differeuces can be exploited and made into tribal
contradictions. We are working today for complete unity within
our lines and in the future we shall see this complete unity
within our whole people.

These are the reasone why we are approaching FNLA, Although I am
not sure, I believe that if we achieve a positive result, it will
mean advantages both for our movement and for our people.
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_new address |

NEWS from 26 feb:
IN BRIEF el . |

London WC2ZH 7JJ

Ph 01-734 5120
Victims of the new Inquisition (b g PR ke )

Reapnnaxb1lity for the deaths of two Mozambican priests while in
prison last year must be laid at the door of the colonial regime,
whether or mot they actually committed suicide in their cells.
Rev. Zedegquias Manganhela, President of the Presbyterian Church
of Mcz.amblque, and Jose Sidumo, a member of the Church Council,
had been in jail since the mass arrest of church leaders, June 1972.
Two Catholic priests have just received prison sentences in Moz-
ambique on charges of 'anti-Portuguese activities', Their 'crimes'
include exposing Fortuguese army atrocities against the people,
Mot even liberals tolerated
Even the liberals in Portugal are being given less and less room
for manceuvre by the Caestanc regime, which haa abandoned even the
illusion of 'liberalism' it tried to create in the first post-
Salazar period.The leaders of a New Years Eve vigil for peace,
held in a church, were arrested and held for ten days before being
fined, One of them, Professor Pereira de Moura, is known as a
leading member of the opposition. He and other university lect-
urers have since been dismissed from their jobs,

At the beginning of February twe deputies resigned from the
Lisbon Parliament, and it is thought that further resignations
will come from the small group of ‘liberals' that have up to now
been providing some of the facade, Dr Francisco de Carneiro said
that it was futile to remain because they could never get a
hearing for their views. The group was invited to stand in the
'elections' of 1969, as a token Opposition for foreign consumption;
it seems that the next 'election', in Autumn 1973, will be shorn
of even these trappings, In the meantime, the Fortuguese regime
has continued to be harassed by sabotage actions and leaflet bombs.
| only came to show the flag...
Demonstrations at the British consulate in Luanda, Angola, followed
an amazing diplomatic faux pas by the British Aircraft Corporation.
As Concorde stopped on its way to South Africa, its sales team
made the usual goodwill gesture of flying the flag of their host
country. But the Portuguese officials were not pleased. They are
reported to have 'reeled back horrorstricken', What they saw was
the flag of MPLA flying alongside the Union Jack!
WCC divests
The World Council of Churches has begun to implement its policy
decigion of last year of divestment of holdinge in companies op-
erating in South Africa., It has sold about Bl; million worth of
shares and published a list of 650 firma directly involved in
'strengthening white oppression'. 425 of the firms are British,
Sussex raises £1000
During November a number of universities undertook fundraising
activities for the Southern African liberation movements, as part
of a continuing campaign by the NUS, The largest single amount
raiged so far is from the University of Sussex, where a door-to-
door bankers order campaign on behalf of FRELIMO has resulted in
bankers orders totalling £1,000 a year,
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BOOKS & PAMPHLETS

HOW EUROFE UNDERDEVELOFED AFRICA
by Walter Rodney. Tanzania Publishing House, Dar-es-Salaam, and
Bogle-L'overture Publications, London, 1972, é5p.

Walter Rodney's 'How Europe underdeveloped Africa' is by any
standards an outstanding historical study of the political eco-
nomy of Africa. What is so remarkable about the book is its co-
herence and simplicity, particularly when dealing with auch a
complex subject, covering such a large continent and extending
over such a long apd turbulent historical period,

'"How Europe underdeveloped Africa' is not a black man's lamen-
tations over the inequities inflicted on his people and continent
by alien powers. It is a profound scientific historical analysis
of the political economy of Africa during the precolonial and
colonial eras. The opulence of Europe, the wealth of its cities
and institutions is shown to be dialectically related to the
poverty, the malnutrition and the illiteracy so rampant in Africa,

Dr Rodney, with his characteristic clarity and humour, smashes
into smithereens many popular and strong bourgeois 'facts' and
theories and shows that (1) colonialism did not come for the good
of Africa but for its goods, To those scholars of the 'Mazrui-
brand' who argue that colonialism had two 'hands' and that the
good one outweighed the bad one Rodney says and proves that colo-
nialism had only one hand and that hand was of & bandit. (2) The
comparative-cost theory is a smokescreen hiding a relationship
of exploitation that relegates Africa to being the back garden

of Europe, Agricultural and technological development are Siamese
twins and in Africa both remain underdeveloped and malformed.

{3) The popular concept of 'developing countries' creates a false
impression of reality, for in relation to industrial nations
African nations are getting more underdeveloped and their explo-
itation by the capitalist industrial nations more intensified.
(4) Political instability, so-called tribaliem, corruption, lack
of trained personnel etc are effects rather than principal causes
of upderdevelopment 'except in the sense that causes and effects
come together and reinforce each other,'

1f there is anything the book is lacking it is of a very diffe-
rent kind: an index and full citations of the many sharp and
very apt quotations,

BRITISH FINANCIAL INTERESTS IN ANGOLA, GUINE, MOZAMBIQUE
AND PORTUGAL
by CFMAG, Lendon 1973, 12p.

A new revised edition of 'British financial interests' is now
available, In the new edition, the inventory of parent companies
and subsidiaries, banks and insurance companies is updated and
more complete. The introduction, moreover, is now an independent
piece of research into the history of British exploitation of
Fortugal, Starting with the way Britain systematically demanded
high economic returns for every kind of military assistance to

19 cont. overleaf




cont. from p. 19

her 'oldest ally' in the 17th and 18th centuries, the study pre-
sents a history of underdevelopment of the same pattern we gee
today in the actions of modern imperialiam,

This is a gimply written and extremely useful handbook for all
groups and people in need of detailed information about the
operations of British capital.

WHITE POWER., THE CUNENE RIVER BCHEME.
by CFMAG, London 1973, l2p.

Wise from the experience of successful campaigne againet Cabora
Bassga, the imperialists are now very guiet about another project
of the same kind - 27 dams and power stations along the Cunene
river in Angola, Here again, as is pointed out in the Committee's
new pamphlet 'White Power', white large-scale immigration is plan-
ned to consclidate the Scuth African and Portuguese hold over the
area,

The Cunene river forms the border between Angola and Namibia. The
project is therefore of particular strategic significance., The
pamphlet details this scheme to increase the exploitation of
Africa, and describes the opposition from various sources, espe=
cially the peoples liberation movements, MPLA and SWAFO, Not the
least useful are the final suggestions on how this information
can be used in our struggle against imperialism in Africa, right
now first of all the Anglo-FPortuguese Alliance.

cont. from p. 3 End the A"iaﬂce

Tours by representatives of the liberation movements are planned,
with large meetings in the main urban centres, Films, phnta_exhi—
bitions, meetings and fundraising campaigns should be organised
wherever possible,

The sctual dare of the anniversary is 16 June, and around this
time the scale of government activity will be increasing and need
countering directly. In the week following 16 June a major meeting
will be held in London, at which Southern African liberation lea-
ders will speak.fﬂn the follow-
ing weekend - 23/24 June - a
SUBSCRIPTION FORM conference will be held on The
To: Commlttes for Freedom in M bique, Revolution Against Portuguese
Angola and Guing, 531 Caledenian Rd,, Colonialism, bringing together
London N7 (phone D1-607 2170} people from all over the country
1 would like to order....Guscrilbeiros to study and assess the develop-
on sale or return (5p emch]  t....s ments of the liberation struggle
1 snclose 40p subscription and to prepare a longterm stra-

G 1hel B0p outslde UK} ¢ :
o e eri Sk in 1o tegy for solidarity work,

Mogambique Revolution
TI1.50p outslide UK] Messages of support for the cam-

- d -
:bsxizlr{:k:!;:: g S paign should be sent to:

1 alsn enclose & contribution - End the Alliance Campaign,

ke the Mork R AT e c/o CEMAG, 12 Little Newport St.
London WC2

MAME ., o0 svaasssnsassnninisnns

ADDRESE. vovitsssbavsasce sessllidm iy note new address from 26th february




