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SALUTE TO COURAGE

"ALL out of step except the Legion.”

That is what our critics used to
say whenever we took a stand for de-
mocratic principles — as the world
understand them — in the face of a
seemingly united South African anti-
native racialism. Last month's meeting
of Europeans called by the Defiance
Campaign leaders proved that there are
other white South Africans out of step
with race prejudice, other South Afri-
cans prepared to take a stand, as we
have, for what their consciences tell
them is right and just.

Mot an easy step for white South
Africans to meet on the invitation of
black men; nor to listen patiently to
what the black men have to say. But
it is a sign of the times that several
hundred did it, and stayed net enly to
applaud but to pledge themselves to
support the struggle against race dis-
crimination. A small beginning it is true;
but nonetheless a beginning profeund
with meaning for the future of this land.
.. What was the issue of this gather-
ing? It was just this. In the recent dis-
turbances at Mew Brighton, East Lon-
don and elsewhere, it had been revealed
that amongst the non-European pecple
the conviction is growing that alrwhih
South Africans, good and bad, share
complicity for the crimes of Government
and police against the non-whites. It
is no longer enough for the leaders of
the African and Indian Congresses and
of the Defiance Campaign to reiterate
that, "this is no racial struggle, but a
struggle for the betterment of the lives
of all of us, black and white."

They are meeting the age-old reply
of doubt — "“Show me!" Where, ask the
non-Europeans, are those Europeans
who are not against us? Why don't we
sea them? Why don't we hear them?
Why, if they are not against us, don't
they speak up for us?

The Congress leaders called that
meeting to make one point, and one

point only — that those of the Eure-
peans who are with the Congresses in
their fight to end discrimination must
speak up and act, before the conviction
that all white men are with the Govern-
ment and the police grows oo strong
to be combatted by the leaders, oo uni-
versal to be beaten back, too over-
whelming to end save in bloody racial
clash.

The meeting, filled with the same
sense of urgency and need as the Con-
gress leaders, decided to act. But hew
to act?

There were those, but they were a
minority, who still failed to understand
that events are rapidly rolling old-estab-

“We are not going to accept on
behalf of the people a loaded fran-
chise, with educational and pro-
perty qualifications. It is argued

many of us are illiterate, and
will therefore abuse the vote. But
if the standard required is that of
fascism, even the most illiterate
among us will not accept the vote.
I say an electorate which can vote
a fascist Government into power
has abused the vote, By their abuse
of the vote, the Whites have cous-
ed this detertoration in race rela-
tions,

So we must not be tak=n in by
this argument of the loaded vote.
The argument is absolutely false.
ANYBODY WHO ENOWS HIS-
TORY, KNOWS THAT IT IS BE-
CAUSE PEOPLE HAVE GOT
THE VOTE, THAT THEY HAVE
GOT -EDUCATION. THE HIS-
TORY OF ALL NATIONS
SHOWS THAT THE WORKERS
IMPROVED THEIR CONDI-
TIONS RBY FIRST GETTING
THE VOTE.”

Die. J. Njongwe—on 1st Novem-
ber, 1952.

lished outlooks and ideas and policies
in the dust of yesterday, They pleaded
for the meeting not to rush ahead too
fast, not to proclaim a stand based on
democratic principles of equal rights for
all mankind, but to sacrifice principle to
expediency, to toady to the prejudices
and fears of white South Africans and
proclaim support for the citizenship for
non-Europeans but on a strictly lesser-
than-ours, second class basis.

This, it was argued, was "realistic"—
but only realistic for those whose col-
our-blind eyes see only the Europeans
as moving tactors in South Africa's de-
velopment. Mot realism but delusion for
those who understand that today, if
never before in our history, the initia-
tive has passed to the non-Europeans,
and that today, if never before, South
Africa's future is being mapped by
them, despite the wishes, the prejudices
and the protests of the voters.

_ These "realists” take their stand on a
Fm'niad_fran:him for Africans, limited

adut:ah::na!. property or "civilisation"
tests which do not apply to Europeans.
They try to stand still in a moving world,
failing to realise that their policies
which yesterday seemed revolutionary to
the nen-Europeans are today doubted,
which tomorrow will be sneered at and
the day after denounced as just another

nﬁbrasﬂun of European anti-colour pre-
judice and racialism.

Those who seek to make an impact on
the rising anti-white hostility amongst
Africans cannot, dare not stand still, as
the new-found national consciousness of
the Africans rushes ahead with the ex-
panding horizons of full equality, which
the Defiance Campaign daily points te.
In such a situation those who try to
stand still fall back as surely as tele-
graph poles seen from a railway car-
riage.

The majority of the meeting, to their
eredit, saw this, saw it clearly and de-

(Centinued on page 7]
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COPPER anda LEAD

CHOLMONDELY

By ELWOOD C.

I CAN'T help feeling sorry for those

poor bally eoppers in England, what
with all they’'ve got to put up with. Like
being called blue-bottles, and sometimes
even narks, and getting tossed into Glas-
gow canals on a dark night, with only
their batons to defend themselves, Never
surprises me they have to write songs
about it to keep their spirits up, like “A
Policeman’s Lot iz Not a Happy One.”

They should join the service out here
if they really want a happy life. That's
what {'m always telling the fellows back
on the farm. If you want to see life and
enjoy yourself, well there’s nothing like
the police force.

Not mind you that just anyone can
ﬁfet in. You got to be big for it. Around
the chest and legs that is. The head
don’t count much, as long az your L.Q.
don’t go much over the mark, and you
don’t ask more than a seven-and-a-quar-
ter helmel. Feel's importlant too; have lo
do a lot of walking, and a lot of kicking
too if you get in the beer-raid squads,
or to have to ask for passes at the ata-
tion. But the bools are good, and keep
the duties from getling loo tough 1o
take in vour stride.

And dont you believe those slories
yvou're always hearing that you have to
spend vour whole day dragging dead
horses from Appolonia to Bok Street
before you write out the report. Doesn’t
happen more than once a month that
anything dies in Appolonia Street, be-
lieve me, and I've spent twelve vears in
the service.

It's better these days than it uzed to
1u'., now that Blackie Swart’s been made
the Minister. More fun and less danger.
Like the other night what happened to
me. I was climbing that fence like 1 do
every week when I take the short cut
from Sophiatown to the station, And like
it does every week, a bit of barbed wire
caught me just in the spot where my
pants are filling out too much, what with
all this desk work I'm doing. Well, in
the other weeks 1 il:ml ecursed and rub-
bed the spot, if no ladies were looking.
But this time I thought to myvself: “Well,
Blackie Swart says shoot if you're in
danger of being hurt.,” So 1 just outs
with my revolver and let that fence
have it. Bang! Bang! Bang! Like that.

One of them richochetted off a rock
and went through a window. But no-one
came out to see whal was going on.
We've sure pot those nigs trained, these
days. Stay indeors when they hear shoot-
ing; which iz as it should be, and no-
ong came out to ask me what-the-hell I
thought I was doing. So I went on to
the station feeling much better, and 1
sure shot hell out of that fence.

You know that one they're always
telling you — if you lose your revolver,
lose yourself too but don't come back
without it. Well that's no joke either I
can tell you. Can’t get no promotion
these days without your revolver. Every
time they're looking for a new sergeant
for one of those cushy charge-office
jobs, out come all the revolvers, and
they count up the nicks to see who's
doing his duty. I've got four on mine.
Should be five, but the blooming offi-
cer won't allow the fifth, Says 1 didn™t
get the fellow. But he fell, see, even if
he did get up and run again afterwards.
Reckon I've been done good and proper
with that one, but what with all the
trouble Swart’s making for us to settle,
won't be long before 1 get my fifth, And
then you'll see me with my stripes,
damned if vou wont. Almost didn't Ezl:
my second nick recognised ecither, be-
cause they said he was under age and
only counted half. As [ told the bleeding
officer: “*He was thirteen wasn't he?
And running away too lo make it more
difficult for me.” They saw the justice
of it after that, but it took me some
trouble I can tell you.

[ got two the first night after Swart
told us “shoot first and talk after.” With
Klopper on patrol. We saw six of them
coming out of a side street. “Aszk them
for their passes,” says Klopper to me.
I considers; but its a long walk to where
they're standing from where we're park-
ed. So 1 thinks quickly and says:
“What? Me ask them and dely an order
from the Minister? Not me. with my
sood conduct medal and all.” Shoot first
the order says; so 1 shoots, Took [ive
shots it did, and only got two of them.
The rest ran away, and what with his in-
digestion Klopper didn't feel like chas-
ing them. Seems Swart hasn't thought
it all out too clear, because there doesn’t

seem much point in talking alterwards
when the guys are laid out stiff.

And don’t think its no bed of roses
either. Got hell for it alterwards from
the duty officer, wasting three rounds
of Government bullets, what with the
high price of lead and all. Had it enter-
ed in my pay book and deducted at the
end of the month too. No, it's no life for
a pansy, but a young fellow with guts,
well he can take the rugped with the
smooth,

(ot lo go now; appointment with my
dentist. And my revolver's coming with
me see. When the Minister says shoot
if you're in danger of being hurt, he
means it see. And all T can say is, my
dentist  beller _iu“].r well look out for
himself, or I'll be getling my sixth nick
and promotion soonar than they think,
that's all.

*

ON THE MEANING OF
CIVIL RIGHTS

The phrase ‘civil rights' means a
number of concrete things to you and
me . . . It means the right to be equally
treated before the law. It means the
right to equal opportunity for educa-
tion, for employment, for decent liv-
ing conditions. It means that none of
these rights shall be denied because of
race, mflnur or creed.—(Adlai Steven-
son, New York. Democratic Convention,

Aug. *52.)

*

EX-GEMERAL FORCED OUT OF
ELECTION

A UL.S. Army loyalty investigation of
retired Brig. Gen. Elliot R. Thorpe, be-
gun after he had eriticized U.S. policy in
the Far East and demanded greater re-
apect for freedom of speech, cansed
him to withdraw as Republican candi-
date for Congress from Rhode Island in
Tuly.

The Director of the American Civil
Liberties Union called on the Army Sec-
retary to reaffirm the principle of free
expression and to pledge that the Army
would nol engage in any activity “even
remotely connected with political  af-
fairs.™



4

FIGHTING TALK

December, 1952.

BOOK REVIEW

LET THE DAY PERISH

IN his first novel, Let the Day Perish,

Gerald Gordon has chosen as his
theme the operation of colour prejudice
against a man of mixed parentage who,
nevertheless, passes as a while South
African. It is well known that, particu-
larly in the Cape, there are many pro-
minent families who are accepted as
*pure white’ but who have a Coloured
ancestor hidden in the branches of the
family tree. Mr. Gordon is clearly ac-
quainted with the complexities and the
hidden fears of such people and in his
story he has traced the efforts of a sin-
gle individual to outwit the prejudices
of society by concealing his parentage.

Mr. Gordon has taken a wide canvas
to paint his ]iicture and has contrived
an exicting plot in the second half of
the book, ﬁzadjng up to a poignant, if

unsatisfying, conclusion.

It is a pity that the author’s deep
knowledge of the problem of race pre-
judice and his patent sympathies with
the victim of such prejudice should not
have succeeded in winning the reader’s
sympathies for the central character of

e novel.

Anthony Graham is the ‘white’ son
of an English father and a Coloured
mother, The mother in the story devoles
:]::11“]52 tmiis that her first fm

a y society as a white
man, thereby sparing him, as she
imagines, the {u.ﬁ misery of being a
Coloured man. Anthony himself, de-
scribed as handsome, intelligent and
charming, follows the course plotted by
his mother even to the extent of chang-
ing hiz name and denying the existence
of his younger brother, Steve, who is
unmistakably Coloured.

Where, 1 think, the author lets his
readers down is in his failure to portra
Anthony as an admirable character. %
do not despise Anthony for his ignoble
acts and attitudes, forced on him by his
understandable desire to retain his social
and economic status as a white man. In
theory, of course, an heroic person
would proclaim his ancestry, deE*E pre-
judice and work for the abolition of the
social disease. But in literature, as in
life, not every man is a hero.

Nevertheless, Mr. Gordon has failed
to round out the picture of this man,
failed to show him behaving nobly in

other situations. Consequently we are
left with the impression that the whole
of Anthony’s life centres in this one situ-
ation, in which circumstances compel
him to behave with less than human
nobility and dignity.

There is something unsatisfying in the
story’s ending. I cannot understand wh
the author was satisfied to allow his lead-
ing character to seek a cowardly way of
escape from the conditions of his life.
Is Mr.:Gordon himself so pessimistic
about the problem?

The first half of the book is written
in a pedestrian style and within a shaky
framework. The second half is quite dil-
ferent. The structure is tight-knit and
the style becomes crisp with elements of
grace. Mr. Gordon has written a book
which is well worth reading and which
makes one hope that Let the Day Perish
is only the first of a scries of books on
South African affairs from so sincere a
writer.

THEATRE

A WELCOME VISIT

THE Wilson Barrett Company, a famous English rup.rﬁurr company, has just

concluded a seven week season at His Maj

's Theatre in Johannesburg.

Before they leave South Africa they are to play in Durban, Pietermaritzburg,

Pretoria and Cape Town.

If the Company has done one l.hinﬁ
more than another, they have nxf:?f
the Johannesburg drama critics as being
entirely without a sense of proportion.
The critics over past few months
jugt have not known where to draw the
{inu — the line of ‘standard’. For years
out of touch with the standards that
are maintained in London, the eritics
had reached the stage where they could
lavish praise on even a poor amaleur
production, Then came the Old Vic and
they swooned with ravishment and de-
light. Thereafter, all locally produced
plays were beneath contempt.

en came W. B. and his company,

but, lo and behold, this overseas com-

y was not the same as the Old Vie.

Eﬂ:nr., oh dear: this is bad . . . said our

critics. And then with fervid patriotism,

they =aid, “Why our own amateurs can
do better than this.”

How wrong they are. Under the same
repertory conditions, our amateurs could
not do better, could not do as well.

For my part I would be happy indeed
if the Barrett Company were to make its
home in Johannesburg. Then I would
know that I could drop into the theatre
at any old time and be sure of finding a
certain standard of production, dcting
and artistry. | could make my choice
of plays, discarding the thriller, for in-
stance, but always grabbing the Shaw,

knowing all the time that the Company,
as distinct from the dramatist, is going
to give me compelent presentation, at
times rising to brilliance.

I would select three or four plays
from the Company's repertory and
strongly recommend you to see them.
“Pride and Prejudice”, an adaptation
of Jane Austen’s novel, delighted me
by ih:ljwmdnrful hutmuur and its unex-
pectedly gripping plot.

e Company's production of “Saint
Joan” had great virtue. The acling
had enormous strength ‘and conviction
about it, which swept the audience wp
to the tremendous inquisition scene.
June Duncan's portrayal of Joan had
great vitality, variety and sincerity. 1
am haunted still by her appearance and
performance in the inquisition scene.

A totally different sort of play was
“His Excellency” . . . modern, fast-
moving, dealing with the clash of the
Conservative entourage with the Labour-
ite new Governor of some British colo-
nial island. It was a splendid produc-
tion, amazingly realistic characterisa-
tion, subtle variations of tempo, and
above all a really exciting plot. I have
not t 50 e:hilamtingi an evening in
the H:E;:m for a very long time.

If you have the opportunity, dont
fail to make the acquaintance of the
Wilson Barrett Company.
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“YVULTURES” . ...

The ﬂthEl‘ view

Dear Sir,

With due respects to “The Law of
the Vultures” as a novel well above the
eneral run of South Alrican books, |
eel that it does no-one any good to lean
over backwards avoiding criticism of it.
I feel your critic (See Fighting Talk
Nov. 52) has done so. Mrs, Altman, as
a serious writer with promise of more
books to come, deserves better treatl-
ment.

It iz not possible, in my opinion, to
avoid the feeling that in attempting to
draw an unsentimental picture of the
lives of Africans, Mrs, Altman stands on
the outside looking in with the eyes of
a blue-book. After reading her tale of
grim, unrelieved misery of the Africans,
one wonders why there is no phenome-
non of mass suicide amongst them. The
answer can only be that, from the inzide,
life is not like that. Despite the bitter
truth of repression, suffering and hard-
ship which our country visils on Alfri-
cans, life, courage, joy and happiness
persist. This is the secret of the strength
and resilience of the African people,
which has enabled them to come through
fighting after hundreds of years of the
baasskap treatment. Anyone who fails
to understand this cannot possibly un-
derstand the African people or the con-
fidence in their own strength and future
which is rising everywhere today.

This semi-blindness which sees only
the obverse and not the reverse of the
scene is a disease of those looking from
outside with pity for the Africans, but
not joining with them, working with
them, feeling with them. It is the disease
which afflicted Alan Paton perhaps even
more deeply than Mrs. Altman. And be-
cause of it, the Africans they portray
are nol representative of the people, as
they try to make them, but are either
rare, freakish specimens such az do
admittedly exist, or caricaturez of the
African people as a whole. It is logical
that a character seen in this way, as
Thaele is, should crucify himself on a
cross of hopelessness and frustration.

Perhaps it is the same basic weakness
in her own outlook which leads Mrs,
Altman into another error so typical of
European South Africans, the error of

imagining that Africans are simple, casi-
ly beguiled, easily led and misled. Who
but a collection of village idiots would
pay good, hard-earncd money to join
Thaele in an organisation whose sole
raison d'étre is that it iz against the
whites according to “my plan”, my un-
revealed, unknown and unformulated
plan. How can this be anything but cari-
cature, when the hard facts of the pain-
fully slow growth of the African Nation-
al Congress, the Trade Unions and the
Defiance Campaign are irrefutabl=? Con-
trary to Mrs. Altman’s picture, Africans
have proved beyond doubting that they
are not simple Step'n Fetchit creatures
except  when portrayed by backveld
farmers. They are careful, hard to con-
vince, slow to act like working people
everywhere, There are some, as there are
amongst all races, who are suckers for
the confidence trick. But not many, as
any shopkeeper who has tried to pass
off soya-bean zoot-suits as Saville Ec-w
tailoring will tell. The suckers are the
freaks, And freaks are not the subject
of literature, but of circus barkers.

Finally, there is the undecided twitch-
ing of Mrs. Altman’s conscience which
reveals that, right at the end of the
book, she begins to doubt whether the
destructive path of black-white strife
isn’t, after all, too awful to contemplate,
Unwillingly, on the last page, she con.
cedes that Nkosi's way, the trade union
way of black-white co-operation is “the
way of life.” There is no conviction in
it; only the first creeping seeds of
doubt. And because there is no convic-
tion here or elsewhere in the book, the
whole result is to lend sympathy and
support to the utterly destructive philo-
sophy of Thaele. He ends, as all who
follow his philosophy must end, by beat-
inpil himself insensible against a brick
wall.

I trust that Mrs, Altman manages to
convince herself which way lies the
“way of life”. For while “The Law of
the Vultures” has enlisted much sym-
pafhi for Africans amongst its readers,
its philosophy if persisted in cannot bhut
contribute to the destructive racial strife
which iz already looming large on the
South African scene.

Yours faithfully,
E. C. PATERSON.

AWAKENING

“Tm:]af it is essential that this coun-
try should provide machinery whereby
the responsible majority of the African
ople shall come to believe that their
ture is secure in the Government of
this country. Today the fact is that not
a single responsible group of Africans
has confidence. That is our danger and
our challenge. We are at the point
where we have got to meet this chal-
lt:.-ngr:. It is no good putting off the posi-
tion. We have got to use our brains.”

~—{Mrs. Margaret Ballinger.)
* ¥

“We shall make a great mistake to
conclude from the fact that the State
has legitimate authority that, therefore,
its power is unlimited, Christian think-
ers maintain that a just law must be
directed toward the common good and
not exceed the competence of the author-
ity making it. If it imposes burdens on
the citizens, it must impose them fairly.
Conversely, a law is against the com-
mon good which demands either that
citizens shall perform duties which are
recognised as evil in themselves or for-
bids citizens to perform actions that
are accepted as good. If we are pre-
pared to accept this as a fair descrip-
tion of just and unjust laws from Lg:e
standpoint of Christianity, there is no
alternative but to state simply and
directly that the laws against which the

passive resistance movement is directed
are unjust,”

—{Rev. Ambrose Reeves, Bisho -
hannesburg.) =iy

*

~ “The sense of injustice that burns
in any non-European may not be the
same as mine or yours, but it is their
sense of justice that is offended . . ,
and let no one, who has not had to live
under non-European law, claim to say
what are and what are not the limits of
human endurance. The fact is that our
country has yet to learn the lesson that
in the last resort authority cannot be
long maintained by coercion: for author-
ity lives not by authority to command
but by authority to convinee, and convic-
tion is born of consent. Inevitably the
E:wrrr to coerce the minds of men to

haviour, which they reject, breaks
down:

—Mr. Julius Lewin.
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UNO IN A RUT?

A.P. Van Rooyen

THE United Nations General Assembly has opened what locks like being one
of the unhappiest sessions in its history.

The first reason for the unha

piness is that American Government witch-

hunting is making it extremely difficult for UNO to maintain its permanent staft

in New York. F.B.l. apparently

ards UNO employees as being on the
same footing as U.5. Government employees

for the purposes of political per-

secution. The result has been the resignation of Mr. Trygve Lie from his post as

Secretary-General of UNO,

Mr. Lie could not possibly be called
a Communist or a fellow traveller. On
the contrary, he has during the past few
years made only.the most perfunctory
attempt at official impartiality and has
not concealed his sympathy for the
Western bloc. He has, nevertheless, tried
to uphold the principle, that the UNO
Secretariat is independent of the poli-
cies of any one member nation, and
this has brought him into conflict with
the American authorities.

CAN F.B.l. RULE?

Mr. Lie's resignation faces the Gen-
eral Assembly with a very grave deci-
gion. If F.B.I. interference has been
intolerable to Mr. Lie, it will obviously
be intolerable to any successor who
makes any attempt to uphold the neu-
trality of the U.N, Secretariat. The Gen-
eral Assembly must, therefore, either
demand that the Amzrican Government
cease its persecution of U.N. employees,
or it must replace Mr. Lie by an Ameri-
can of the McCarthyite persuasion who
will find the present ﬂt-]]lﬂ‘zrhl’."rﬂ con-

nial. The latter course would obvious-
v lead to the break-up of UNO in fair-
ly quick time, The future of UNO there-
fore depends on the General Assembly’s
summoning up the courage to rebuke the
United States for its witch hunting acti-
vities. There seems to be little prospect
of such courage being forthcoming.

Then there are the g-uu!h African and
the North African questions. On both
these questions, it is fairly clear what
the majority opinion in the General
Asaem]:rll? is. There are only three or
four member states of UNO who have
consistently refused to express any dis-

Phaona 7544, I‘
COMPLETE HOUSE FURMISHERS.

Bellville Furnishers
(PTY), LTD.
(5. SACKS)
8 Durban Road, BELLYILLE.
. CAPE TOWN.

approval of South Africa’s racial poli-
ciea. For the rest, opinions range from
the outraged fury of the non-white na-
tions to Eﬂ lukewarm, calculating dis-
approval of the major European powers.

Similarly, French handling of the
Tunisian situation has few admirers.
Nevertheless, the Assembly finds itself
in great difficulty in dealing with either
of Ighe:a-e questions effectively.

MOUNTAIN MUST MOVE

Both are matters of the internal poli-
tice of member states, and many na-

tions are hesitant about setting a d];er&
o

cedent which may be used against

in future. Britain cannot possibly vote
against South Africa
and France — Kenya
and Malaya might be
on 1ext year's agenda.
Belgiom and Holland
are in the same posi-
tion. The United
States and her Latin
Amorican voting squad

A

vacillate helplessly between their desire

to boost their prestige among the non-
white peoples, their fear of being called
to account for their own undemocratic
practices and their fear of upsetting such
sound anti-Communists as Messrs. Pi-
nay and Malan, The ihreat of secession
by France will very likely be sufficient
to prevent anything being done about
North Africa. South Africa, being in a
weaker blackmailing position. may have
to put up with another resolution against
her, but the prospects of any action fol-
lowing such a resolution seem to he
less than ever before.

Lastly there is the question of the
Korean War. Obviously, the General
Assembly cannot do anything very ef-
fective towards setiling the question as
long as China and MNorth Korea are
allowed ne voice in its proceedings, All
that can tft.: dn:: is to induce Amuri:;
to rward armistice proposa
wlﬁcﬁm have some hope of acceptance
by the Chinese. The lsraeli resclution
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seems to contribute something in this
direction, but the problem is obviously
not going to be :nﬂd easily.

With all these grave and difficult

oblems before it, the General Assem-
ly iz showing a depressing lack of
courage and decision. We are told that
delegates do not know what to do be-
cause Mr. Eisenhower refuses to give
them a pronouncement upon his foreign
puIicj'. f this is a true reflection of the
mood of the Assembly delegates, we can-
not expect much from the present As
sembly session. Is it too late for public
opinion to jerk these sommolent diplo-
mats out of their profitless rut and
force them to do some constructive
thinking about the peace of the world?

A.N.C,

“There is thus no escape from the
conclusion that the African National
Congress must now be recognized and
accepted, for better or worse, as the.
body representative of African opinion.
Of course, the AN.C. doesn't really
speak for eight million Africans because
most of them are inarticulate, But it
does reflect — as no artificial rival agen-
gy set up by Dr. Verwoerd or %fir.

trauss can — the outlook of the over-
whelming majority of Africans who are
aware of the issues involved in the cur-
rent trial of strength.

“This is not to say that the AN.C, is
not itself open to criticism or that all
its leaders are wise and reasonable men.
It does mean that only after recognition
of the AN.C. has been granted, can
white politicians begin to negotiate with
Africans in the hope of discovering what
t}n‘!:vl( really want today and tomorrow,
and how their legitimate aims and as-
pirations can be met."”

(From Agenda.)
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FIGHTING TALK

by Ben Giles

AHD the Dancing Girls go to their well-earned rest; the cheer-leaders take
time off to suck throat lozenges and recover their breath and probably the
special coaches are shunted into sheds for repair and overhaul.

Ike grins his last grin and is led away
like a tired schoolboy after a gingerbeer

rty for some hasty briefing the
E:ckmum hoys. For one thing is cer-
tain: they may like Ike, they may really
believe he iz the greatest living Ameri-
can, but he will never enjoy the plea-
sure of governing his country. From now
on his job is to keep his trap shut and
do whatever he's told.

It is an even bet that as these lines
are being written the American people
are nursing their sick headaches and
wondering what it was really all about.
They know that the fight was hard and
dirty beyond all description. But what
were the candidates fighting about? and,
apart from the fact that the long reign
n?ﬂt'he Democratic Party has come to an
end. has anything really changed?

The answer is probably, “No! no-
thing has changed.”

SHADOW-BOXING

At this distance the fight that has
ust come to an end looked suspicious-
k like shadow-boxing, for there is no

ndamental issue on which Democcrats
and Republicans disagree to any great
extent. Both are anti-Communist, anti-
Labour and impaerialist in their foreign
policy. Both adhere to the North Atlan-
tic Treaty alliance: both are married to
the Wall Street Moguls. Like the Nats.
and the U.P. in South Africa, their dis-
agresmeants are on minor matters of
method and tactics. Like our Mr.
Strauss, Stevenson would call himself,
"a middle of the road’ man, which prob-
ably means that the Republicans use
less double-talk and roll their eyes less
piously—that and no more. g

However, in a world balanced as pre-
cariously on the edge of catastrophe
as iz ours, even slight shades of differ-
ence assume some imporlance, Hather a
prevaricator than a fascist; rather a
crowd of dumb civilians than a crowd
of trigger-happy Generals with six-
shooters (atomic 1ype) slung across

their buttocks. For one thing scems
certain: with the election of fl{ﬁ, the
long battle between the civilians and
the military for control of atomic ener-
gy production and foreign policy has
.come to an end, and the “tough’ school
of policy-makers have the reins, firmly
between their fingers.
OVERSEAS REACTION

It is significant that our press ear.
ried few reports of overseas reactions
to Ike's victory. It is most unlikely that
these reports were lacking. Probably
they have been blue-pencilled in the in-
teresta of the Grand Alliance of the
West.  Such reports as did trickle
through, for example, from France, sug-
mests a world — sorry! a ‘free’ wurfl:l
— frozen stiff with fear and worry. For
this same lke championed the cause of
McArthur and was carried to vietory on
the shoulders of McCarthy, Taft- Me-
Carran ete., who are the men who really
push the buttons.

The American people doubtless want
peace and it was lke ;Ernm'tm that he
would go to Korea and end hostilities
that got him the votes. But peace, like
freedom, has had many crimes commit-
ted in its name.

The men who dropped the bomb on
Hiroshima did so in the name of peace:
the men who bombed the Yalu River
power plants while *he truce negotia-
tions were in session did =0 in the name
of peace: and those who propose extend-
ing the war to the Chinese mainland pro-
test more loudly than all the rest that
theirs is the only way to lick the ‘reds’
and bring us peace.

WELL-FOUNDED FEARS

To us in South Africa it seems that the
Americans have made a grave mistake
in their choice — a mistake that may
vet wipe the grin off many faces, Tke's
included. Informed opinion fears that
Tke — far from ending the Korean War
— will succeed only in extending it to
the Chinese mainland. If the United
Nations during the present session fail

to break through the deadlock, these
fears are likely to prove well founded.

The immediate result of Ike's peace-
offering to the electors is a report stat-
ing that Anglo-American leaders are
considering the use of “atomic tactic-
al weapons” to “put pressure on the
Commumists” to accept UN, terms re-
garding repatriation of prisoners.

The only cutcome of such "pressure”
is likely to be counter measures. We
cannot imagine a people who have
stood up o the terrors of napalm bombs
being ft'i?h‘laned into submission by this
contemplated new atrocity, or that it
will yield any results to the Americans
themselves other than the pain and
chaos of a large-scale war, which the
Americans cannot hope to win.

IN CHECK?

It may be that Ike's proposed flight
lo Korea will yield no better harvest
than world-wide mizery and suffering.
Perhaps he will be held in check by the
wiser counsels of nis more moderate
allies.

In either event we cannot feel alto-
gether gloomy about the shape of things
to come. Bigger and better tyrants than
Eisenhower and his Wall Street head-
men have in the past plotted against the
lives and the liberties of the people and
they have all found in the common man
a larger and greater force than they.

It would be as well for lke, if he

opped in for a chat with the erstwhile

peror Hirchite en route to the con-
ference table in Korea. After all, there
is no living man who is a greater expert
on all the aspects of DEFEAT — unless
it be Chiang Kai Shek.

SALUTE TO COURAGE

(Confinued from page 1)

cided to act in the only way which will
make an impact at this desperately late
hour, They tock their stand ?nr full equal
rights, without equivocation, without
sacrificing the solidarity of non-Eure-

ean citizens on the expedient altar of

ropean prejudice. Radical? Yes. Too
revolutionary for many Europeans to ac-
cept? F':rnghr so, today. EF:.I* nonethe-
less the thing that had to be done now,
if Europeans are to live in peace in this
country. And done it was by the majeri-
ty, courageously.

We salute them all. Wa wish them
success in their vital and difficult task.
We pledge them our support, because

- we know that this way, and this way only,

can South Africa become a democratic
state in which the Europeans and the
non-Europeans can live without bloed-
shed and without fear.
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THE full story of the riots these last

few weeks will perhaps never he
known. The Government's point-blank
refusal to hold a judicial and impartial
enquiry into the cause of the bloodshed
at Port Elizabeth, Denver, Kimberley
and East London indicates, I venture to
say, that a full disclosure might not re-
flect too happily upon the i]ntinnalist
Government in general and the police
in these areas in particular. Meanwhile
the story has been splashed in almost
every major newspaper in the world
and comments there are aplenty, If the
Nationalist Party and Dr. Malan had
any prestige left to lose, the riots in

South Africa have well and truly rob-
bed them of it.

A STUPID ACTION

The Port Elizabeth City Council, of
course, hitherto regarded as being com-
posed of the more liberal citizenry, have
not covered themselves with glory in this
connection. In an endeavour to act like
elder statesmen administering well-de-
served punishment to erring colonials,
they have finished, up by appearing
stupid and petty. The introduction of
the curfew and the Pass Laws as well

e = e T E T i i

We wish to advise members and read-
ers that the Springhok Legion has
changed its office address. The new
offices are at: Suite 5, First Floor, So-
merset House, 110 Fox Street, Johan-
nesburg (between Rissik and Joubert
Streets),  Postal address: P.0. Box
4088, Johannesburg.

as the wholesale sacking of Council em-
loyees will not help one iota to restore
armony in that city. On the contrary,
it will embitter the Port Elizabeth Afri-
cans, the vast majority of whom were in
any case not involved in the riots.

THEY'LL NEVER LEARN

If you strain your ears very hard, you
will hear the hammer-blow for Demoy
cracy which the United Party Congress
in Bloemfontein has struck. I have come
to the regrettable conclusion that Mr.

-Strauss and his colleagues will never

learn how to wrest power from the Nats,
The amount of ballyhoo spoken at the
Congress would do credit to a party
convention in one of the more m:k-
ward American states, but will do little
ta raise the flagging spirits of the poor,
befuddled South African elector. Why
the devil doesn’t the U.P. say in clear
and unmistakable language: “We will
withdraw the Group Areas Act since we
recognise the fascist design behind its
imposition; we will abolish the Suppres-
sion of Communism Act since it is unde-
mocratic and totalitarian; we will abol-
ish the Pass Laws since they hamper the
proper growth and prosperity of South
Africa; we will enact legislation to pro-
vide for the extension of democracy, not
its restriction, free and compulsory edu-
cation for all children, a scientific and
just housing plan which will provide
shelters for everybody in order of pri-
ority and irrespective of race or colour.”

If the United Party Congress had put
forward such a policy they would most
E&nhahl}r have lost people like Mr. S. F.

aterson or Mr. Blaar Coetzee, but they
would have provided an alternative Gov-
ernment to about sixty per cent. of the
electors of South Africa. At least a party
with such an unequivocal policy would
have acted as a brake upon any future
Nationalist inroad on our freedoms.

BATTERSBY AGAIN

A trip across the ocean, now, to Lon-
don, where the spotlight falls on a cer-
tain James Battersby, of cursed memo-

. This gentleman was fined by a Lon-
E:;n magistrate for shouting "ﬁei] Hit-
ler” during the two-minute pause on Re-
membrance Day. South African ex-
servicemen will not forget that it was
largely as a result of the Springhok
Legion's efforts that Mr. Battersby was
refused entry into Soath Africa where
he hoped to find a more ready market
for his Nazi peison. :

This ﬁﬁtt‘bﬂ
BUT DON'T QUOTE US

From the Rand Daily Mail, 7/11/52:

“ . . . Responsible Native leaders
anonymously urged fearless opposition
to the African National Congress” (on
the Port Elizabeth strike issue).

SAMARITANS
Dr. Verwoerd, Minister of Native Af-
fairs, at the City Hall, Johannesburg,
8/11/52, as reported in the Rand Daily
Mail :

*. . . The Europeans have looked after
the Native all these years out of the
goodness of their hearts,”’

WE BREED 'EM TOUGH

Mr. Swart, Minister of Justice, at a
platteland meeting :
“Tear-gas is child’s play.”

contributions to this column from
readers. All contributions must be
| accompanied by cultings from the
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AN AFRICAN SPEAKS

R. President, Delegates, and fellow-South Africans:

It is with humility and a deep appreciation of my limitations that | approach
the task of opening this momentous and historic Conference of the African
MNational Congress [Natal). What gﬁmp‘hﬂ me fo accept this signal honour

was the conviction and knowledge

t this henour was not bestowed on me per-

sonally, but on the African people of the Cape who have been the spearhead

of the Defiance of Unjust Laws

As Acting President of the Cape, |
wish 1o express my appreciation of the

ple of the Cape [or the honour . . .
The people of the Cape have had a long-
er contact with oppression. 1 bring to
this Conlerence their greetings and
best wishes. They have asked me to as-
sure you that they are determined, to-
gether with you and the rest of South
Allrica, to wage this non-violent, peace-

ful struggle against unjust and racially -

discriminatory laws.

UNITED SOUTH AFRICA

To you has been reposed the diffi-
cult task of leading the African, Indian,
Coloured and European people of this
country towards the formation of a sin-
ﬁ;t., united, prosperous South African

ation. To fulfil this obligation, pﬂlilil‘ﬂl
clarity and a desire 10 learn are neces-
sary. To lead a people is a difficult task,
and the jssues invcﬁwd in liberating an
oppressed people must be clear-cut and
eave no room for deviation and appor-
tunism,

For three centuries, the Alfrican peo-
ple have suffered and endured incredi-

hle hardships.
NO RACIAL ARROGANCE

B‘Efﬂuﬁt’ flf Iht' I'Ipl‘rit'nl:t'! ﬂf th[" -
ple  about  Afrikaner Nationalism,
with its herrenvolkism, people of other
racial groups have been suspicious about
the development of African Nationalism.
Our creed has been developed with due
regard to the multi-racial character of
South Africa. We accept, and know that
the European, Indian and Coloured peo-
ple are South Africans, no less than the
Africans themselves., Their culture and
history may be different, but the fun-
damental point i that they are all South
Africans, '

An understanding and appreciation
?f this South African outlock is very
important at the beginning of our
Siruaﬁh. We shall not be a party
to the development of ra:IiIPﬂar-
rogance on the part of the Af-
rican people. If my people developed
racial arrogance .ndﬂ herrenvolkism, |
would fight this menace just as we are
now fighting Afrikaner Nationalism.

mpaign.

I have been asked: “What is the ulti-
mate object of the Defiance of Unjust
Laws Campaign?” My answer is: “Full
citizenship rights for all South Afri.
cans,

As leaders of the people, the danger
of racial hatred and racial arrogance
must be fought by you at all times. You
must deal with it ruthlessly. Our Strug-
gle is based on a broad African Nation-
alism, embracing all the racial Croups,
on Non-Viclence and the basic Chris-
tian teachings of peace, love and toler-
ance,

PEOPLE MAKE THEIR OWN
HISTORY

|‘|'tﬂ.1n-'t' stressed the need for political
clarity deliberately. It is important to
have faith in the African people's self-
emancipation. The salvation of the peo-
ﬂ.ﬂ is in their own hands, It cannot be

stowed or granted by any outsider.
The people make their own history:
their emancipation must be based on
their own consciousness and willingness.
They must organise themselves,

Dr. J. Njongwe, Prasident of the African Mat-
ional Congress in the Cape. Alongside we
publish portions of the speech he delivered fo
the Conference of the African Makional Cen-
gress in Matal on Movember 1sf. By both non-
Africans Dr.

MHjongws i coming fo bes recognised as one of

Evropsan and European South

the country's pelitical "braing’

———

ragh Hall.

NEW ORGANISATION TO
FIGHT COLOUR BAR

|N response lo an invitation from the National Action Committee of the

African National Congress and the South African Indian Congress, over
two hundred Europeans, representing a cross-section of the community,
attended a meeting on Thursday, November 20th, at Johannesburg's Dar-

Mr. Walter Sisulu, Mr. Yusuf Cachalia and Mr, Oliver Tambo, speak-
ing for the leaders of the Defiance Campaign and the Congresses, empha-
sised that the Campaign is not directed against any racial group. Its basie
purpose is to achieve the recognition of non-Europeans as human beings
by the peaceful method of passive resistance. ;

Mr. Tambo said that a clause in the constitution of both Congresses
pledges them to work for the ideal of full democratic rights for all South

Africans. The silence of European democrals to the challenge of the issues
involved in the Defiance Campaign is being construed by non-Europeans
as acquiescence in and approval of the Government's policies. This is rapid-
ly ereating the belief among large numbers of non-Europeans that all whites
are hostile to them and their aspirations and that the situation is being
transformed into a white-versus-non-white struggle. ;

Mr. Cachalia appealed to the meeting to prevent the division of the

(Continued on page 13)
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SHOOT FIRST

and

THE front page of the "Rand Daily Mail" of the I5th Movember carried a

report of a Mationalist Party meeting at Clocolan [O.F.5.). This meeting
was acls:nm:l by no less a Jaersnn that the Minister of Justice, Mr. C, R. Swart.
a

'Dsl'amibgr. nothing was sai
Euhliﬂila A

t this gathering that had not already been widely
What is interesting is that the Minister found it necessary to make a

ald repetition of the statement that he had instructed police officers not to
wait until their men were killed or injured in riots before they fired.

"They have been told to shoot first."”

The Minister then went on to say that
the Government would deal with the un-
ruly element with all the force at its dis-

sal and would if necessary call out the

efence Force to maintain law and or-
der. He pointed out that the Native
leaders had made it plain that they
would be satisfied with nothing less
than full political equality and that the
Government would never hold discus-
sions with these -people.

At an earlier meeting reported in the
Star of 3.11.52, the Minister of Justice
had =aid:

“We will not play with them. My in-
structions to the police are that they
should act and act drastically. As Min-
ister of Justice I will support them. They
will use batons if necessary and they
will shoot if necessary.”

Apparently the Minister of Justice
sees no conflict between his repeated
statemnents and at least one law of the
land. The following is a quote from Sec-
tion 5 of the Riotous Assemblies and
Criminal Law Amendment Act (Act
No. 25 of 1914 as amended). *. . . . in
order to disperse the rioters, firearms
or other weapons likely to canse serious
bodily injury or death shall be used
with all reazonable caution, without
recklessness or negligence, and so as to
produce no further injury to any person
than is necessary for the attainment of
the object aforesaid.”

The contradiction between the Minis-
ter’s statements and the above act be-
comes even more marked in view of an
article that appeared in the Star of the
7.11.52 under the following heading:
Costly anti-riot equipment never used by
the police. Existence seems unknown to
senior officers.

BIGGER AND BETTER GUNS
Apparently thousands of pounds
worth of the latest anti-riot equipment
brought from the United States, includ-

ing special tear gas canisters and short-
barrelled Tommy-guns firing gas carl-
ridges, has been lying in police arsenals
for three years and has never been used
in disturbances. Senior police officers
seem to be unaware of its existence de-
spite the publicity given to its arrival
after the 1950 May Day riots. Officers
say that its employment has never been
authorised by Police Headquarters in
Pretoria. After the May Day riots in
1950, inquiries were made why the
South African Police did not use Ameri-
can-type riot material. The reply came
that some equipment was on order and

lethal means have failed.

to “shoot first and talk afterwards.”

the police and

of the Minister of Justice:

LEGION DEMANDS JUDICIAL INQUIRY

THE Springhok Legion of Ex-servicemen and Women vigorously protests
against the indiscriminate use of fircarms by the police in the quellin
of disturbances, in contrast with the practise in every eivilized country u%

| using firearms only as a last resort after tear-gas, firehoses and other non-

We consider that the brutal shooting down of African men, women
and children in Denver, New Brighton, Kimberl
as a direct consequence of the Minister of Justice's instructions to the police

The desperate attempt to bludgeon the non-European peoples into
submission to the inhuman policies and intolerable conditions imposed on
them by the Nationalist Government will continue to call forth equally
savage reprisals by Africans, first against the police but ultimately agains
all Europeans as the group responsible for I.EE.' Nationalists’ aceession to
and continuance in the seat of government.

We share with the whole civilized world feelings of alarm and horror
at what is tnki.n&' place in our own country. We reject the contention that

e Government act with the support and approval of all
white South Africans. We call on all democratic South Africans to join
with us in an attempt to preserve the rule of law by jeint opposition to
the unrestrained rule of force and terror.

In particular we ask for support for the two urgent demands we make

that the order to “shoot first and talk afterwards” be immediately

withdrawn :
i that a judicial inquiry into the Denver, Kimberley, New Brighton and
’ East London disturbances be instituted immediately,

BURY

that some had already arrived and that
special riot squads were to be trained,
ezpecially on the Hand. But there has
been no sign of these squads, Accord-
ing to the Star r:EEOrl. the most interest-
ing weapon is the Tommy-gun which
fires gas cartridges (irritant but non-
injurious) from a long distance and
thus enables the Police to keep out of
range of stones. A second type can pene-
trate a door or wall.

Une might very fairly hazard a guess
that the Minister of Justice prefers not
to use the riot equipment as it is ex-
tremely unlikely Eml: he is unaware of
its existence. It is obvious that if rioters
are to be dispersed with as little frie-
tion as possible, sten guns and baton
charges used on unarmed mobs are not
the answer. It would seem that the
elusive riot equipment would fulfil much
more salisfactorily the provisionz of the
Riotous Assemblies Act and at the same

and East London follows
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THE LAW!

time its use would be less likely to lead
to further outbreaks of violence by mobs
incensed by unnecessary killings.
SNIPING

It iz very significant that shortly
after Mr. Swart had given the Police
the order to shoot, Iwo occasions oc-
curred almost immediately in Kimberley
and Johannesburg at which the Police
brought out their guns whereas in form-
er times they would probably have used

some less violent method such as tear -

gas. To the average citizen the casual-
ties will seem high. In East London and
Kimberley for example the official fig-
ures given were: 2 Europeans and 17
Natives dead; 105 Natives injured. One
becomes even more disturbed, however,
when one reads that an eminent ().C.
such as Mr. N. E. Coaker, iz able to
produce evidence that the Police sniped
at Native residents of the Denver men's
Municipal hostel, from outside the hos-
tel gates. At the time of the sniping the
disturbance was already over. One man
was killed on the third floor of the
building; a second was killed in the
kitchen on the ground floor while the
third death occurred vn a balcony of a
middle floor. This is apart from the
number of men injured. This informa-

tion was produced in court and appeared
in the Star of the 6.11.52.

The record of our police force was
far from good even when the Govern-
ment leaders were urging restraint. It is
interesting that in both the Report of
the Commission of Enguiry into Riots
in Durban, U.G. 36—49 and the Report
of the Commission appointed to enguire
into Acts of Violence committed by
Natives at Krugersdorp, Newlands,
Randfontein and Newclare, U.G. 47—50
the police were accused of needless bru-
tality. In both cases Government offi-
cials denied any truth in these accusa-
tions. The Krugersdorp, Newlands, etc.
commissioners were, nowever, foreed to
admit that “young policemen are wont
to assault their prisoners and generally
treat them with unwarranted hardness.
There seems to be justification for the
complaigts against some of the young-
er members of the South African Po-
lice. Tt appears that they treat natives

with undue harshness and this has
grown.” This state of friction between
Natives and Police was advanced as
one of the reasons for the riots. This
reinforces the findings of the Report of
Police Commission of Inguiry of 1937
[I.z. 50-37 which found “abundant evi-
dence that the enforcement by the Po-
lice of the present laws is often marked
by unnecessary harshness, lack of sym-
pathy and even violence.,” Surely it is
obvious that only the Government's
sanction iz required to lead to yet fur-
ther excesses. -

SWART'S YIOLENCE

It is possible that the Government
feels that violence is the only way of
crushing the Non-European organisa-
tions. Mr, Swart has stated that he would
never discuss the situation with them,
and it is a fact that up to the present
the ﬂgﬂt weight of Government author-
ity so far been used to crush dis-
turbances once they have occurred
rather than to find out the inner causes
and to forestall them.

The Minister seems reluctant to hold
enquiries which might reflect any dis-
credit on the Police and uncover the
real causes of the Riots. How else can
one explain his refusal to hold iries
in the face of consistent demands by all
sections of the population, including the
African National Congress? Is there an
additional clue to be found in Schoe-
man's statement that the one good thing
to emerge from the riots is that they
have united all sections of the European

population? United then, one presumes,

against the Non-Europeans. In other
words, the more rioting there is, the
more racial tension, then the more com-
plete will be the approval of the Euro-
pean population to the Government's
efforts to smash the Non-European
fight for political and economic rights.

Is this the reasoning of Mr. Swart
and his Cabinet?

Let us be warned.

[Continued from page 11.)

ANTI-COLOUR BAR

country into opposing racial groups.

The Congress spokesmen then handed
over the platform to the Europeans
present.

In reply to a question Mr. Sisulu said
that he did not think the offer of a limit-
ed franchise would have any appeal for
the great majority of the nnn—Eurnpnan
people.

The meeting agreed to form an or-
ganisation to:—

El{pnse the evils of discrimination and
colour bars;

Muhﬂiaﬂ support of the greatest num-
ber of people for the abolition of all
discriminatory laws and practices;

Sta.m:l for equal political rights and eco-

nomic opportunities for all South
Africans, irrespective of race, colour or
seX;

Win for all South Africans the free-
doms of speech, assembly, move-
ment and organisation.

To implement these aims, while not
entering candidates to public office, the
organisation would carry out investiga-
tions, educational work, hold public
meetings, issue publicity material and
enrol members throughout the country.

Without any dissentients the meeting
expressed its sympathy and support for
the objects of the Defiance Campaign.

The meeli::lg elected a provisional
committee to draw up a constitution for
the .new organisation.

PHOENIX HOTEL

(Prop. SAM FIX)

Cor. Aliwal and 5t Andraw Streets,
BLOEMFONTEIN.

Phone 827. P..O. Box &
Yisitors' Phone; DOST,
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A PROTEST AGAINST

NAPALM BOMBING

THE following is the text of a letter sent to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and Dr. D. F. Malan, the Union's Prime Minister, by a number of

prominent South African citizens, includi
Alan Paton, Leo Marquard, Mrs. A, W.

Mrs. M. Balli

Dr. F. W. Fox, Dr, Hen

Gluckman,
oernle, the Bishop of J

nnesburg,

er, Dr. A. E. Bleksley, Dr. Elsis Chubbs, Dr. E. H. Cluver, Mr.

D. R. D'Ewes, Professor J. Gillman, Rev. Henri Junod, Dr. Sidney Kark, Dr, Emily

Kark, Mrs. Phyllis Lean, Rev. J. B. Webb, Mr. Maurice Webb,
Miss E. Hawarden and Dr. O. Wollheim,

agree with the sentiments expressed, we suggest they

If our readers

r. B. M. Clark,

send copies of the letter to the Prime Minister and to the United Nations.

We, the undersigned citizens of the Union of South Africa, have been deeply
disturbed by the continued use of bombs containing napalm, or jellied petrol,

:by the United Nations forces in Korea, and by the indifference ai{

the Govern-

ments concerned to the widespread disquiet which this form of warfare has
evoked. We do not suggest that, in war, one means of killing a man is more

laudable than another,

Our objections to this particular weapon are precise and they have not been

met:—

ADELSON BROS.
(PTY.) LTD.
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The burns inflicted by napabm are
among the most painful wounds which
any weapon can produce, They result in
permanent disfigurement and maimin
— out of all proportion to the extent :g
the original injury. ’

More serious, however, than the
barbarity of the weapon itself is the
abundant evidence from non-Commu-
nist sources that it has been and is
being used indiscriminately againsf in-
habited places with appalling results,

It is a measure of the deterioration of
our values that an international organi-
sation set up to defend the rule of law
should conduct itself in this manner. We
do not accept the argument that hecause
a Power has been declared an aggressor
its civilian shjects thereby become legi-
timate targets for unrestricted warware.

We feel that the time has come for
humane men and women to voice their
feelings in this regard. Accordingly, we
address this protest to you.

s ® =& B

P.O, Box &89, Phone 2875.

For All your Furniture Require-
ments.

Dubin’s

9:urﬂiture

(PTY.) LTD.
Fichard Sfrast —— BLOEMFONTEIN.
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Sir,
Many thanks for “D. Dls for Demo-

cracy”, which we have read with great
interest. I will let you know whether we
can do anything to help you here.

We know about the courageous atti-
tude of the Springbok Legion and ad-
mire it.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

BASIL DAVIDSON,

(General Secretary, Union of De-
mocratic Control, London.)

& & & &
The Editor.
Sir,
Congratulations to the Legion on the
et, “D. Day for ﬂrmnnr.&" I
think it has the virtues of clear-thi :Ii
courage and realism. Why don't you
lh; newspapers to quole extracts from
it
Yours, etc.,

Roodepoort.

Our reply:

We tried. Two copies of the pamphlet
were sent to about 30 new .Ferl in the
country, asking for editorial comment
and a review in the columns of the book-
page. As far as we know, only the “Ad-
vance” and “Die Transvaler” have no-
ticed the publication! Is Dr. Donges’s
powers of censorship so strong? [s ﬂe
need for the present Commission of In-
quiry into the Press to find out whether
newspapers do purvey news and views
in an unbiassed manner ?—Editor.

L - E L

R.ILM.

The Editor.
SE?

n a itatement of policy published by
the Sprin Legion in Iﬂ: pamphlet,

“D. Day for Democracy” — which I
greatly admired, by the way and offer
my congratulations — the writer re-
commends the reader to engage in the
struggle in a number of ways: for ex-

ample, “. . . speaking up for justice and

those who fight for justice, regardless of
race or cglour”: ¥, , . ﬁ;ghﬁng for re-
cognition of the ‘Defiance’ volunteers as
allies against tyranny . . .": and “work-
inlifﬂr the broadening of policies, which
will proclaim to the non-European peo-
ple that we, too, fight for justice for
men of all races.”

With these injunctions I am in entire
agreement. I notice, however, that the
writer does not suggest activily which
I believe to be imperative: namely, the
setting up of councils or groups of both
Europeans and non-Europeans, with a
view to building bridges to span the
gulf between the races: with a view to
exchanging views and plans for carry-
in% the fight further.

ince | myself beli=ve that the future
security and development of South Af-
rica will be achieved only by the acti-
-vities of all races working in harmony
and on a basis of equality, why should
we not start now in forming such co-
operative gmn:l]gn?
ours, elc.,

R.C.

Cape Town.

ET Editor.

Just a line to express my heartiest
approval of the leading article in this
month’s “Fighting Talk”. The note of
grimness and exasperation completely
echoed my own feelings of frustration
at the stupidity and short-sightedness of

us Eu — in Kenya as well as in
Sunrhﬁiu. ?

We have heard so much talk about
‘the natives being children’ and hav-
ing to be grad educated like chil-
dren. Why in the name of sanity, then,
cannot the Government AND the opposi-
tion make use of some elementa m
psychology? Can these so-called rulers
and statesmen learn just a little com-
monsense from the appalling events in
Port Elizabeth and East London and
Kimberley?

Yours elc.,

Johanneshurg.

P.C.S.

MUD FROM THE LEGION

“It is dismaying to find the American
Legion raising the cry of ‘Communist’
inst the rican Civil Liberties
nion. It is a pity that the Legion for-
ot American principles long enough to
w mud at an organization which has
proven over the years that it knows and
understands what true Americanism

means.”"—(Washington Post),

Complimentsg
of the Season

'I"H.E National Chairman and Nation-
al Executive Committee of the

Springbok Legion wish all Legionnaires
the iments of the season — a
happy i and a peaceful New
Year. i .

The year that is ing has shown
the Nationalists megF.uilﬁfn ever more
totalitarian patterns of government, De-
mocratic ri of all kinds have been
under a : vicious race theories have
been put into practice in the face of
world con tion: commitments for
war have sent the high cost of livin
still higher: fm-ﬁnEu of personal an
economic  insecurity have spread
throughout the land.

But as fast as the Government has
adopted some new fascist measure, the
forces striving for democracy have
fought back.

Above all, we have witnessed the
emergence of the non-Europeans as a
E}:dn!. purposeful ﬂnml factor. The
very basis. of our ‘white supremacy’
state. Willing sacrifice and courage and
heroism have bezn poured forth to the
admiration of the world. The Legion
has stood alone among European organi-
sations to proclaim their sympathy with
and sup for the objects of the De-
fiance lﬂg;mp

The Government has made regula-
tions to destroy the ign by de-
stroying democracy jtself. brown
and white democrats are to be penalised.
'_I'halthnimhhef:g:t us in 1953 will be as
it always has n: unjust laws
or submit to trrmy!}dr '

Because we know in the very fibre
of our beings that evil is always routed,
let us keep strong hearts as we meet
the challen of 1953, knowing that
our cause h:mdumlmlhummﬁ ity
and peace will beyond any doubting
prevail.
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