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EFERENDUM NOT
AN UNMIXED BLESSING

FE-LINE FOR CAPITALISM

the Most Democratic of Popular
ons—It Is in Practice the Most

onary — Favored by Noted
‘Anti-Socialist Leaders. i

of the near apProach of the
on of reformers” at Buffalo,
it appears, to give direct legisla-
‘a boom, a consideration of the rei-
um will not be out of place, but,
contrary, exceedingly timely..
recently Eugene V. Debs, in an-
a request from Ohio to act with
‘convention called specially to exploit
the referendum, had this to say in his
ply, respectfully declining to so act:
from Socialism the initiative
and referendum has little, if any, value.
" tinder capitalism the ignorance of the
mas¢ makes it even a dangerous weapon.
Had my fate been decided by it in 1894,
[ would have been hanged for the crime
sing to help humanity.” (Feb. 16,

1)11 you kindly permit me to take this
as a text for a few words to the readers
THE HERALD in opposition to the
referendum craze which bids fair to, in
degree, divert the attention of the
; jcan radicals and emancipationists
from the true needs of the great mass
of the people? 1 am well aware that
with many who go to make up what may

termed the Socialist movement in this
comntry, the referendum is looked upon
_with decided favor, in the belief that it

factors in the progress of democracy
~ towards its logical goal. I am aware
~ that it is not only unpopular to speak
' out against it, but quite likely to bring
tdown upon one's luckless pate the
" charge of heresy to democracy itself.
Still, “ eternal vigilance is the price of
liberty,” no less now than in the days of
1776, and the man who puts aside an
leasant duty, and only says the things
the crowd likes to hear, is a demagogue
~ and nothing else.
Students of Socialism well know: that
the mass of the people, from their social
. disadvantages, are filled with erroneous
" ideas and deep prejudices. One obeys
. a sacred duty, thereforé, when he op-
| poses misconceptions and popular er-

o
. 'The truth cannot be too much dis-
cussed.  We all want the social demo-
. cratic movement to march straight on
. to victory, and we all certainly want to
. avoid ‘false steps. Is the referendum a
false step. 1 say yes. Let us see.
 Whenever Socialists and Socialistic

parties ‘have given the subject of the

‘referendum  attention and study, they
. have, with unerring clearness of vision,
 pronounced against it, holding that it is
. caleulated to do mischief rather than
_ good. “All is not gold that glitters,” and

the referendum certainly does glitter. It
' is very attractive when it first makes its
bow to the mind, and the impulse is
strong to welcome it and to fight for it.

' Sober second thought, however, may
disabuse us of this “love at first sight.”
In spite of its attractiveness, doubts ?ise
as to its being an unmixed blesSing.
And when it is considered by the mind
trained in viewing things from the single
rule of democracy’s interests, the scales
detline decidedly against it.

It is hard, I know, for the person who
first considers the matter to see how
there can be anything more democratic
than the referendum. Yet if such per-
sons will look more intently while 1 di-
réct their attention to it in certain aspects
I feel sure they will admit a change of
heart and confess that the picture ap-
pears to them in a new light.
We all know the old familiar trick
ich parents play on their offspring
when they do not want them to have
certain things. The baby’s eyes, for in-
stance, haye fastened on paterfamilias’
ch, and the little fingers, none too
cady, are likely to dash it to the floor
d destroy its usefulness. To take the
ch away is to invite a wai
m the young hopeiul, which is a

avoided. But the

thing
bet-

be one oi the foremost emancipating |

and roar
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issue,” gets their attention away from
their own true interests—and the trick is
done! W

Now, the referendum of itself is a
democratic procedure, but in the hands
of the politician (and do not forget that
the American politician is in the pay of
and under orders from the great capital-
ists) it can be made to serve the most
undemocratic- ends. If you do nc
lieve this, just think for 2 moment of the
referendum  that elected McKinley,
Think of the referendums that have
marshaled the ignorant votes  of . the
country (and that means the majority!)
upon the sybjects of protection vs. free -
‘trade, money reforms, etc. The time
will come when the Socialistic demand
grows so uncomfortably strong that the
politicians will hug the referendum in
their bosoms as a life-line sent by Provi-
dence for their especial preservation!

The greatest evil of the referendum,
from the standpoint of the dispossessed,
is this: It has a tendency to do away
with political parties, i. e., with great or-
ganizations of well defined ulterior aim.
The referendum has a tendency to draw
attention away from great principles and
to fix it upon small issues.

Now, the Social Democrat stands for
a great and a vital principle. To him
issues are of minor consideration. Mani-
festly, a strong organization is needed to
deliver the people from the present in-
dustrial” slavery. That organization is
already in existence. It is the Social
Democratic party. The referendum, as
its advocates admit, has a tendency to
do away with parties. Yet the time has
not lyet come when we can dare to do
_away with such organizations. A strong
social democratic party is needed by the
proletariat—by the people.

The referendum has often been used
as an instrument of tyranny, as I have
already indicated, and it can be used in
that way today. Capitalism, hard press-
ed by the swelling wave of democracy,
would use it in that way very willingly.
If you will turn to your French histories,
you will find that Napoleon III. always
used the referendum (it was called a
plebiscit) to get a popular sanction for
his despotism. He would shoot the
people down in the streets, and then call
for a vote—and the fool people always
voted as he wanted them.to. And take
our own country. In 1783 a referendum
would have adversely settled the propo-
sition to dissolve the bonds that held
the American colonies to Great Britain.
The average man then hugged his
chains, just as the average workingman
does his today, In 1861 the referendum
(that is, a majority of the voters) actual-
ly did declare IN FAVOR OF HU-
MAN SLAVERY, and that isn't 50 very
long ago, either! In 1886 the referen-
dum, with a majority of twenty to one,
would have hanged the anarchists at
Chicago. while in 1894 a good referen-
dum majority would have been easily
secured for shooting down Eugene V.
Debs and the other leaders of the great
A. R. Ustrike.
would make Dewey a present of a palace
in Washington and never give a thought

o

need a shelter.
sotth taday would overwhelmingly en-
dorse Judge Lynch.

“In fact, the referendum would always
be the instrument by which the passion
and the prejudice and the “enthusiasm”
of the hour would fasten its results upon
the already burdened people.

The time has not yet:come when the
greatest mass of the people has the
greatest amount of wisdom, and no one
is in a position to know that fact so well
as those who are working in the reform
field, or in the revolutionary field, rather.
On the. contrary, a world of agitation
and education is needed, and more im-

Experience tells us that even in the most
democratic country on earth, in Switzer-
land, the referendum has acted rather as
a brake on the wheel of progress than
as a generator of added progressive
force. The reactionary elements and the
_conservative parties have been the ones
in most cases to appeal to the referen-
dum in that country.

Fanatic autocratic Socialists, of the
‘dogmatic school, have sneered at the
Fabians as being of the middle class, and*
i ouncement on the subjecyt of the
dum is a very good vindication:
abian society “warns associa-
1e working people throughout
orld to scrutinize with great care
all proposals for transferring: direct leg-
islative and administrative power, in-
cluding the appointment of public offi-
mass of the electors.’

) The people can
ied on page 4 L

THE GROWTH OF A YEAR
PRESAGES SUCCESS

GREETING FROM EUGENE V. DEBS

Socialism and the Independent Political
Movement in Ohio — A Question of
Principles and Not Persons — No
More Compromise.

The first year of the Social Demo-
cratic party has been completed and
congratulations are in order. The re-
sults are equal to our most sanguine ex-
pectations. In a twelvemonth our party
has extended over nearly all the states
of the union and is now in superb con-
dition for the great work mapped out for
it. Our comrades are active and har-
monious, aggressive and hopeful. They

‘enter upon the second year with a deter-

mination that presages success.

On this Anniversary Day I salute the
Social Democratic Party, and tender
hearty greeting and congratulation to
each comrade. As we have tramped to-
gether on the highlands and in the val-
leys in the past, so will we keep step
together to the strains of Socialism in

: EUGENE V. DEBS
The Man Who Wax Imprisoned for the
Crime of Trying fo Help Humauity.

v
the future. Each day adds to the strength
and influence and sweep of our move-
ment. Each day brings us nearer vic-
tory. No backward step will be taken.
No retreat will be sounded. Interna-
tional Socialism ‘is the goal and it will
be reached while the twentieth century is
vet in its swaddling clothes.

Looking up among the stars we be-
hold Marx and Engels, and then press
forward to the consummation of their
grand work. s

to the many homeless men who really | bus. The supreme purpose seems to be

A referendum in the |

{ but it is extremely chaotic.

A referendum today | pendent political party may be formed

For, some davs I have been in Ohio.
The state is in a political ferment. There
is a great moral impulse through it all,
An inde-

| by the working class as the result of the
| labor convention lately held at Colum-

portant still, a change of conditions, be- |
fore the majority may be enlightenec. |

to nominate Mr. Jones, of Toledo, for
governor. Thereis plenty of enthusiasm
everywhere. We are assured that the
day of jubilee is near,

A hundred times at least during the
past few days have 1 been asked if I
would support the independent. move-
ment in Ohio, with Mr. Jones as its can-
didate. 1 answer candidly no. As a So-
cialist, as a member of the Social Demo-
cratic party, I will support no man for
any office: who does not stand squarely
on a Socialist platiorm, the representa-
tive of a Sccialist party.

Let me make myseli clearly under-
stood. Personally 1 have only respect
for Mr. Jones. I believe him to be an
honest, conscientious man. But that is
not the question. [t is a question of
principles, and not of persons. Mr. Jones
himself agrees to this. As far as 1 know,

| Mr. Jones has not yet quit the Republi-

can party, and a Socialist in the Repub'i-
ca party at this stage of the political de-
velopment is to me inconceivable. Again,
Mr. Jones would have accepted the Re-
publican nomination for governor had
it been tendered him. If Mr. Jones is
a Socialist, this also passes my compre-
hension. The Republican party is op-
posed to everything that Socialism
stands for and for everything that So-
cialism is opposed to.

There are at this time but two' kinds

etc., etc. Vain attempt. Neither Jones
nor Jesus would be equal to such a task.
As soon -as the ebullition of the hour
subsides this movement will go to pieces.
1 have had some experience. I have tried
the *'short cut” to!find that it is no cut
at all. For the most part, Mr. Jones’
followers are honest. Théy are also
mixed and confused. They see. “trees
as men walking.” | They fail to perceive,
as Socialists ‘clearly do, the economic
trend. The “golden rule” is all right in
its place, but it has no place in the fight
against capitalism. There has got to
be a social, revolution, a complete wip-
ing out of capitalism, peaceable or other-
wise, and any compromise at this stage
is fatal. Lassalle said: “You can't in-
augurate a revolution with rose water.”
To Mr. Jones and the wageworkers of
Ohio we have simply to say: We have
got to get down to the bed-rock of so-
cialism, gentlemen, and throw down the
gauntlet to capitalism for ceaseless and
uncompromising war until the capitalist
system and its wage-slavery is ‘wiped
from the earth, and the co-operative
commonwealth is reared above its ruins,

In your platform you have not even
mentioned the wage-system, the foun-
dation and cap-stone of your slavery.
You have yet to learn, as you will learn
by bitter experience, that the “step-at-a-
time” program is a delusion and a sham
that will result in nothing but failure and
disappointment. |And in this I allude
particularly to the “one-plank, initiative
and referendum, platform.” Apart from
socialism it is good fer nothing except
to catch and string the gullible. All
along the track of our economic and po-
litical development there has been “com-
promise” for the sake of “harmony” un-
til the wage-worker in all lands has been
sunk to the fathomless depths of degra-
dation. { !

For the existing ills of the wage-work-
ers there is but one remedy. It is em-
braced in a single word—SOCIALISM
—the collective ownership of all the
means of production .and distribution;
and these can be secured by conquering
the political power and seizing the reins
of government through a united, class-
conscious socialist ballot,

In an interview recently Mark Hanna
is quoted as alluding to the work-
ingmen in* the usual capitalistic terms of
‘voting cattle,” etc., and the latter are
much sfirred up about it, as their leaders
declare that they iwill resent the outrage
at the polls. No danger. Mark Hanna
is not a fool. No man in America has
the average workingman “sized up”
more accurately than he. In the com-
ing election nearly all of them will vote

vindicate his estimate of them.

Mark Hanna is simply a fair specimen
of the capitalist class—neither better nor
worse. He is as good as Rockefeller
and as bad as Pullman. I have no time
to waste on Hanna—I am after the sys-
tem that spawns the species.

Industrial Commiission is amusing, if

the capitalist circus. As .a confidence
game it ought to do a good business,

turns will be equal 1o expectations. That
a “‘representative’ of labor is in the cast
makes the farce comedy complete. In
the fall campaign we will hear all ab-ut
the creation of this commission for the
express purpose of making gods of the
working class, in return for which they
will continue their allegiance to the par-
ties that have enslaved and robbed them.
How these capitalistic  benefactors
chuckle over the success of their skin
games! it

The govcrnorfnl’ Idaho, a rampant,
free silver, Chicago platform Bryan dem-

ocrat, is showing jwhat workingmen may
{ expect when the Democratic party gets
into power. This scoundrel has the rec-
ord to date.- He has used all the powers
of his democratic; populistic state to out-
rage the striking miners. Here we have
a specimen of the “step-at-a-time” poli-
tics. He is a fit representative. of the

free silver democrats. In the Leadville
strike I had occasion to meet them, and
1 know that if the Democratic party gets
" into power they and their class will run
the government, and the only"difference
there will be so far as the working class
are concerned will be the difference

just as Hanna says they will. They will |

ENTHUSIASM WITHSTANDS
HOT WEATHER TRIALS

TOUCHSTONE'S NEW YORK LETTER

The Life-Reviving Propaganda of Socialism
and Freedom Amid the Packed Tene-
ment Houses Blossomiess
Streets of Gotham.

The close of the first vear of the ex-
istence of the Social Democratic party
finds the movement in New York city
not only alive, but alert, progressive and
full of vim and vigor. The enervating
heat and humidity of the long summer
days may wilt our collars and put our
patience to a severe test, but our de-
termination and our enthusiasm with- .
stand every trial, and the good work
goes on. 1f there be on Mother Earth
some place where a person could be
pardoned for relaxing his efforts in the
cause of Socialism in summer time, then
this “village” would be that one; but the
need for a change in our social life be-
comes now more than ever most glar-
ingly apparent, and to halt would be
treason: 4o hesitate, the most grievous
_sin in the calendar of Socidl Democrats.
Let those who may “seek the quiet
shades of country groves, the fresh, cool
breezes that come blowing from the sea,”
and the. refreshing joys of green lanes
and overhanging boughs; but we whose
lot is is to toil and sweat out a weary
life in closely packed tenement houses
and blossomless streets and alleys will
make the best of our opportunities and |
conditions to push the life-reviving
propaganda of Socialism and freedom.

We have been much encouraged by -
the results of our winter's work. Many
new comrades have joined us, comrades
worth having and worth knowing, and if
the program we intend to carry out dur- .
ing the summer yields as good fruit, then
the fall campaign and the ensuing win-
ter will find a strong movement firmly
our permanence as a political power well
nigh established.

What are we doing,
going to do? i

Open air meetings are being held ey-
ety Saturday night on the west side of
Manhattan borough and in Brooklyn.
Of the latter, the Brooklyn comrades
will themselves report, and of the former
it can be said they have so far; been quite
successful.” The West Side hranch is
concentrating its efforts in' the Twenty-
first Assembly District, and - meetings
| are held at a different corner on a crowd-
¢ cd thoroughfare each Saturday evening.

and what are:we

-~

One of the members, Comrade Paine,
has inverted quite a “slick” thing in the
line of platforms. It is a simple trick,
as all things are when someone's good
brains have made them possible. The
platiorm can be made up into a very

The continuous performance of the |

nothing else. It is a good side-show to |

and [ do'not doubt that the “bunko” re- |

mine owners of the West. They are all |

small compass, is attached to a bicycle,
| and is casily carried around on the
i wheel. All one has to do is to stop.the
wheel, untic a wire string or two, put up
i a few bamboo rods for support, and the
deed is done. It is strong enough to
3 hold all the way from one hundred to
| three hundred pounds of Social Democ- .
| racy any time. Patent has not been ap-
. plied for and the platiorm is a $ocialized
| institution already, Our speakers get
| good attention, hold the crowds well,
and cr literature is taken eagerly. These
open air meetings are going to be grad-
uating schools for some of our younger
people this summer. On August 12 the
first annual picnic of the party will be
given at Fort Wendell. It will be a suc-
cess, of course, because every comrade
is going to work to make it so.

On Saturday, July 1, the “Forward”
comades will give their annual summer
excursion, and the East Side will be
depopulated for one day at any rate.
Two large steamers have been chartered -
to leave the Market street dock every
two hours frpm 8 in the morning until 6
in the evening, to take the crowds to
Idlewild grove, an hour and half’s sail
up the Hudson. There will be a great
‘nme'. If you want to see an excursion:
‘as is an excursion,” just come to New
York city July 1. ;

On Friday night, the 23d inst., a joint
meeting of the branches will be held in
Wilzig’s hall to hear the report of the.
picnic committee and to decide what ac-
tion the party will take in the fall cam-

of politics, viz.: capitalist poli
cialist politics. ‘And they will not mix
any more than will fire and water, and

Jones' spee:
h

s and So- |

he who tries the experiment will get | Party
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A Filipino fighting against Spain was

a patriot; but a Filiggnoﬁghti_ng against
*us” is a rebel.

" Is there not an odor of impi’o.babilit'y
in the report that Hazen S. Pingree's
politics are pure and sweet scented?

Between the ngreé-Algcr al‘lfance
and the decline of Bryamsm the step- .
at-a-time” Socialist is having a disas-
trous time. b ;

- Heidelberg university, at Tiffin, Ohio,
made a bid for half a million dollars by
conferring the degree of doctor of law
upon Andrew Carnegie. :

o ST o

All tle politicians in the land who
owe their political appointments to the
“benevolent assimilator” have something
to say about McKinley’s wisdom.

The “step-at-a-time Socialists” have
no reason to pride themselves on the
size of their heads when they, turn to

Pingreeism and Michigan politics.

Pingree’s assurance to the contrary
notwithstanding, nobody really believes
that his political partner, Alger, expects
to get to the senate without tapping his
barrel. . cabl

When one reads that Lyman Gﬁge
defends McKinley’s actions as president

. he should not fail to recall the important

fact that McKinley appointed Gage to
office.

Rockefeller has just come into pos-
session of between 3,000 and 4,000 vas-
sals by the foreclosure of a mortgage on
the town of Everett, Wash.,, with all that
therein is.

The mother of plundering privilege
and the source of all corruption in poli-
tics is private property rights in produc-
tive capital. Retain that and you will
retain misery and injustice—in spite of
your “reforms.”

It would be remarkable that a great
corporation with so good a Christian at
its head as Rockefeller should do so
much that is mean, did we not under-
stand that Christianity as well as oil has
been capitalized. ' :

Justice Harlan forgot when he bab-
bled in learned terms before the students
of a umiversity at Rochester about the
“treacherous” Aguinaldo, that Dewey's
fleet was piloted into Manila Bay by
that same *‘traitor.”

The qualification of Johﬁ W. Gates,
president of the American Steel #nd

- Wire Company, for the position of Unit-

ed States senator from Illinois, ‘which
the press discusses, is his ability to buy
the seat. HER

The charge that Judge Haight of New
York ‘secured his election to the bench
as a reward for services to the Standard
Oil outfit loses none of its strength by
the fact that David B. Hill.denies it.

When Pingree makes an offensive and
defensive alliance *iith Alger, the con-
tract of course covers the secretary’s em-
balmed beef record and other army scan-
dals. It's a savory combination for di-

irect legislationists and “step-at-a-time
‘Socialists” to contemplate.

-

The Boston bank thief will serve a long

$673,769.

soldiers. the strike would have been of

‘shorter duration. The right of the citi-

zens in a republic to bear arms should
never be abridged. Not a paid soldiery,
but citizen volunteers are the strongest

' safeguard for any community or nation.
- Professional soldiers are the national po-

lice of capitalism.

The missionaries of the bullet start

‘their work in the Philippines by present-

ing cannon to Aguinaldo., It is quife
evident that the cannon were not given
to an enemy at that time, but to one who
was recognized as a friend. The inci-
dent is only one in the adninistration of
the jelly-fish statesman.

If the mpubliém party is ready to ad-

vocate the abolition of trusts and the
democratic party is ready to abandon
free silver, what'is left for the last named
party to do? It is about time the masses
recognized that there are two parties
only: the capitalist party and the Socia-
list party. -~ | ;

Editor A. H, Lewis, of Oliver Bel-
mont's ‘paper, the Verdict, assures Edi-
tor Buchanan, ¢f the Pittsburg Kansan,
that “we shall certainly keep up the fight
for the initiative and referendum,” but
does not believe it can be got into the
next democrati¢ platform. Which will be
sad news for the Bryanized “step-at a-
time Socialists.T

To shut down on the trusts would be
to shut off the economies which co-op-
erative production have “effected. The
right thing to do is to direct these econ-
omies through a system of co-operative
distribution for the benefit of society as
a whole. This is the Social Democratic
method of dealing with the trusts, and
the method requires the social’ control
and ownership of productive capital.

The American Tobacco Company has
dismissed 9o per cent of the traveling
salesmen of factories bought by the trust
and the number-of factory salesmen em-
ployed has been largely reduced. ‘The
10 per cent can say to the go per cent:
“Times are good; everybody is prosper-
‘ous; this is the greatest country on earth
and there's a job for every man who re-
ally wants work:” :

For carrying on the war against
Spain your Uncle Sam bought about 200
vessels. For six of these he paid $943,-
769. They are in better shape than when
bought, because your Uncle fixed them
up, but they are to be sold for $270,000,
which means a loss to your Uncle of
And the fellows who are for
running up the flag and turning down
the constitution are the “bilkers.”

The report that the Grand Army of
the Republic is in process of speedy ex-
tinction, by reason of having nothing to
recruit from, is accompanied by infor-
mation that at the next encampment
steps will be taken to insure its perpetua-
tion by admitting all soldiers and sailors
who ever fought for the Union. An-
other instance of good and evil going
hand in hand.

It was a military gentleman, Carter
by name. who swindled the government
out of $2,500,000 on harbor improve-
mient contracts. It is a military gentle-
man, Otis by name, who has swindled
the American public in the matter of
news from the Philippines. But Otis
took his instructions from McKinley,
and Attorney General Griggs, who is
trying to clear Carter, takes his instruc-
tions also from McKinley. But then we
are told they are all honorable gentle-
men—including McKinley!

1f the general government has not the
power to make and enforce legislation
calculated to abolish trusts, Gov. Say-
ers of Texas says “then the states have
it.” But what power conferred the power
on the states? The general government
has no power to abolish trusts because
the trusts, as Mark Hanna said, wield
more power than the government. The
states will cut a sorry figure in attempt-
ing to do what the general government
is powerless to accomplish.

While the regulation. of trusts has
been referred to the separate states for
action, it is interesting enough to notice
that the state of Delaware has entered
into competition with New Jersey to pro-
vide the greatest facilities possible for

‘the legal promotion and protection of

trusts. A Delaware law recently passed
offers special attractions to the trust pro-

e | moters, not the least of these being a
los?er schg_dt_:le of fees and taxes than
New Jersey imposes. i

£

connection with the a
Miles, of the Gatling Gun Union,
labor demonstration in Pennsylva-
very curions thing occurred which
vs the _itﬂg;m;ud;subfviencyl'oi

it was le

e G. G.

nce of
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nesses from the club and the counting
room could not affiliate with the com-
mon citizens of the slave class, and re-
quested the mayor tp withdraw his invi-
tations, which his honor did with alac-
rity. Arise; ye slaves! the great are
great only because you are on your
knees!

An old woman of 77 years and a de-
mented son of 36 were rescued from a
habitation they had been forced by pov-
erty to occupy in a crowded Chicago
street. It was a hole under the sidewalk.
Their only food was the scraps that poor
people could give them and their only
protection from the elemerits the floor-
ing of the walk, through which the rain
beat upon them. They were moved to
jail as criminals. Criminal for being
poor. O, the horror of human wretched-
ness, when men live in holes like rats
and |die in prisons like felons for being
poor! i

The boot and shoe manufacturers are

whi¢h has been thought improbable, is
beginning to loom up. A start has been
made by the combination of the machine
makers under the name of the United
States Machinery Company, with a capi-
tal of $25,000,000. The combine will do
business with sole reference to dollars,
and|the price of machines has been ad-
vanced; the shoe men who kick against
this logical sequence of events will soon
be ¢n their “uppers,” because they will
be unable to get machines. Does the
“smash-the-trusts and step-at-a-time So-
cialist” think they will go back to the
han¢l awl and bench?

: “u:ia:gainst it” and the great shoe trust,
i

Et last, after decades of waiting for
an unerring sign, the Chicago Tribune
givés us what it calls a “nearly perfect
indéx to the prosperity of a country.”
What do you suppose it is? Money in
savings banks! No. Bank clearances!
No. The rises in prices of iron and steel
wares! No. Nothing of that kind. Simply
the trade in overalls. There is so much
work that, the Tribune says, men are
spending ‘‘more money for overalls than
for the clothing they wear!” ‘So here-
after when you see men wearing blue
jeans who can't afford to buy a decent
pair of pants, pass 'em up if they ask for

{ food; the country is prosperous.

When a justice of the United States
Supreme court gets down from his perch
of dignity and participates with ordinary
mortals in ordinary affairs, we discover
the stuff he is really made of. Justice
Harlan certainly ceases to be a demi-god
when he makes a speech at a college
function, as witness his whine at a Uni-
versity of Rochester Lathcring last week:
“Our country has reached a critical ard
momentous period in its history,” he de-
clared. “Some people have not hesi-
tated to say, in the mpst public way, that
those who ambush and shoot down our
brave boys in the Philippine jungles are
doing only what they have a right to do
and what their honor demands.” The
august judge seems to overlook the fact
that our brave bovs are invaders and
that as such they must take the medicine
usually given to invaders.

A SORRY SPECTACLE

A sorry spectacle, but not one to sur-
orise a Socialist, is the offensive and de-
fensive alliance just formed between Ha-
zen S, Pingree (Moses of reform, hope of
direct legislationists and step-at-a-time
Socialists) and Russell Alger. For years
Governor Pingree has been set up on
fame’s pinnacle as the coming emanci-
pator. He has been the bright particular
star in the “reform” skies. True, his
following has been a motley crowd,
floundering in a maze of political pana-
ceas and programs, but it has always
had the utmost faith in Pingree's politics
and Pingree's honesty.

But, alas for the mutability of human
affairs, especially in the realm of middle-
class “reform,” their idol is shattered!

Aiter entertaining his friends for years
with visions of the regenerated republic,
to be brought about through the adop-
tion of Pingree politics and Pingree re-
forms, he turns round and tells them that

if they do not favor Alger (one of the

owners of the republican party) for sen-
ator, they are no friends of his. And to
keep the suckers on his string he tells
them that Alger is “on the right side of
the two greatest questions of the day.”
These questions are. according to Pin-
gree, opposition to trusts and direct elec-
tion of United States senators by the
people. Could anything be more pre-
posterous-—or disappointing to the peo-
ple who have looked upon' Pingree with

~open-mouthed wonder as the Moses of

Reform? s
For the sequel to the Alger-Pingree

alliance of 1809, watch the republican |
national convention . of 1900 and . the | o

Michigan deegation. ©

' To start "em thinking, order 100 S, D. |

. Just a year has gone since the politi-
cal ship was freed from the colony raft,
and the S. D. P. started on its journey
toward the port of Socialism.

To many of us'who have been en-
gaged in reform work for years, it has
undoubtedly been the most satisfactory
vear of our experiénce. :

There has been more evident advance,

more real progress and more acknowl-
edged victories than during any” former
year. ; :
" When we consider how that Socialist
parties have hitherto been in the de-
spised and unrecognized minority, and
the feeling of isolation that we all had
who joined such a party, and then con-
trast it with our position and prospects
today, we cannot but rejoice over the
difference. ;

If this Anniversary Number were
printed in gold ink, it would fittingly
illustrate our golden hopes for the com-
ing year. '

Prominent among our numerous
causes for rejoicing at this time is the
fact that in Massachusetts, at least, our
Socialist party is a recognized body.

The work has largely resembled that
of building the foundations of a light-
house,

For months or years the work goes,
on under water, land stone after stone
is dropped into the sea without any more
apparent result than a moment’s splash.
- But after a long time of evidently
fruitless toil the foundation stones begin
to appear above the water, and progress
is perceptible to all.

So, in the building of the Socialist
lighthouse we have been busy in the
past laying the foundation stones in the
deep sea of human igriorance.

Our work has| been going on in the
dim twilight of obscurity, the workers
and the work alike unseen, unrecognized
or misunderstood.

Every election splash has seemed to
the superficial ohserver but the wasteful
dumping of good material.

But every vote that was dropped for
Socialism, and that sank out of sight,
has played its part, and now the result
is seen,

The foundation has risen above high
water mark, and a dozen stones, square-
cut and firm, rear their heads triumph-
antly above the water’s edge.

The splash of opposition from the
waves is better than the dark quiet of the
bottom,

And so, with Chase, and Carey, and
Scates, and the others elected, our party
is at last recognized and our work ac-
knowledged. ‘ :

Again, a cause for congratulation is
the fact that the Social Democratic
party is not in the control of faddists of
any kind whatsoever.

Almost every| small party is like a
comet, with a big head and the rest tail,
or else a number of small satellites re-
volving around some central luminary.

Our party is not like a cage, with one
big lion and a score of rats in it, as
some other parties might be said to be.

We are, it is true, sometimes Carey-éd
away by the eloquence of one member,
or Haile-d off of our personal position
by the resistless logic of .another, but
we are never dominated by any political
leader, or party boss. ,

We no longer have co-operative
cranks proposing the colonizing of the
north pole, nor a clique of fanatics dom-
ineering every movement, :

The party is|thoroughly - democratic
and intelligent, with strong, healthy life,
and making steady, wholesale ‘growth.

It is composed of men and women
who thoroughly understand the party's
purpose, and who are willing to sink
their private interest and opinion in the
co-operative sense and effort of the
whole. { 4

!
{

One chief reason for rejoicing lies in
the strength of character of the men
elected to office. | ! ;

After all, mere election counts but lit-
tle in comparison with the opportunities
of success or failure afforded the men
elected. ] ;

The moming lafter election, when the
papers publishegl the fact of election of
two represe(tlltlauves by the S..D; P.'a
comrade and I were expressing our joy.

“A grand thing,” e by i

“Yes,” said I*-“H the men are grand
enough to make it so. It will either hurt
or help the Socialist movement tremen-
dously.”: . | ! i
But looking ba

been

‘a competitive system.

_his work, despite his profession .or be-

Zola's.

in the favorable change of
conditions. i
‘We wisely regard Socialism
itable outcome of industrial
ment, and that is the sole zites

Hence, everything that tends to
stroy the latter, brings the altery
nearer.

At the present time the
system is being destroyed in
ously rapid manner. N

Every paper records the forma
a new trust, or the concentration
ital in some form or other. ;

It is simply the process of indust
eyolution, in which the trust is but
chrysalis of the Socialist butterfly.

Socialism is an economic ity
well as a political plan, and every
brings it nearer.

May the victories of the past year give
us hope and determination to' accom.
plish the greater victories of the comi

year. Merlin, °
HERE’S THE BOOK :

Of all the contributions to the litera.
ture of Socialism that go into a thorough
analysis of capitalist praduction and giye
a full presentation of the principles of
scientific or modern Socialism, the work

just published by  the Commonwealth
Company of New York, from the penoi
Rev. Chas. H. Vail, will prove by long -
odds to be the most satisfactory to wé{f’
informed Socialists and most effective as
a converter of non-Socialists to our prin.
ciples. The title of this truly excellent
volume of 237 pages is "Principles of
Scientific Socialism,” and it is as free
from matter foreign to its title as Karl
Marx's “Capital.” The author has done

ompe

4

i

cause of it, in a manner that must be
satisfactory to the thorough Socialist;
utopianism is left behind; there is

compromise or confusion, but a clear,
concise and convincing presentation of
principles based upon historical grounds
and fortified by a complete knowledge of
the causes of social developnfent. We
have great pleasure in adding ‘‘Princi
ples of Scientific Socialism” to our book
list. The price is 35 cents, and we be-
speak for it a large circle of readers
among Social Democrats. e

THE KAISER’S PET BILL

Of course, Socialists can accomplish
nothing through politics—that is, as lon
as they think they can’t and are willing
to leave the manipulation of the powers
of government to capitalists and their
political agents. But the Socialists of
Germany 'have been up against’ the
Kaiser and his pet strike bill with a re-
sult most discomfiting to the anomted
William’s lordly sway. It was the most'
extraordinary and important measure
the Kaiser ever adopted as his own, but
the arguments of Bebel and the work of
the Social Democratic members of the
reichstag, supported by .the liberal ele-
ment, put Mr. Kaiser and his pet bill in
the clear and dampened the political am-
bitions of Prince Hohenlohe, who as
pires to be another Bismarck. The out-
come is the more bitter to the em
because he had been compelled by public
discussion to modify his demands prior
to parliamentary consideration; for in-
stance, he had threatened with imprison-
ment anyone who persuaded  working-
men to strike. This was abandoned and
the prospect of a term in one of his
fortresses held up only to those engag
in the commission of more serious o
fenses.

But his concessions did not satisfy
cialists. They dumped him and his
pressive bill in the lumber room of t
reichstag. Now there is greater ¢
sternation than ever in court circles.

¥

SOCIALISM IN FRANCE

Tuere need be no misunderstanding
the present attitude of our French con
rades towards an administration whi
under normal = conditions, everybod
knows they would antagonize. The ex:
traordinary peril in which the republic
has lived for over a year, the conspiradd}
hatched by reactionaries, the awful test
imposed upon the stability of her instit
tions by the Dreyfus case, the readiness
of leading militarv men to throw '
country into a revolution, and the cot
ardice of public men who have attempty
to shield the army, all these things opers
ated to'bring together in harmoniot
action for the salvation of Dreyfus anl
the defeat of the reactionary forces, tho
elements in French society which sta
for progress and justice. The true p
tion for these elements was long sin
foreseen in the action of the brave Zo

In assuming a position of i ar
in the new cabinet, Alexander Milleras
a representative
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meh 12, Brooklvn, N. Y. Headquarters

Sdelal Democratic Party, 231 Rutledge street,

ts every 3d Thursday at 8:15 sharp. All

! interested in socfalism 'and the Soclal
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B and co-operate with us In organizing
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Wm. Butscher, 251 Rutledge St., Secretary.

d No. %, New York (28 Assembly Dis-

meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each

onth at Faulhaber's Hall, 1551 Second ave-

. New York City. Secretary, R. Hoppe, gr

Sy
ty Central Agitation Committee of
ater New York and vicinity meets second
‘fourth Saturdays of each month at 107 For-
in the Soclal Democratic Lengue
sion St.,
¥
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syth street,
8, Elizabeth H. Thomas, 257, Divi
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nch No. 2, Ohlo, Cleveland, meets in Ohl-
‘s Hall, 65 York street, second and fourth
days, at 3 p. m. Lectures, discussions, bus-
meeting, first and third Fridays at 8

PENNSYLVANIA.

Branch 2. Erle, Pa., meets every Sunday aft-
moon_at of L. Hall, 716 State street. alr-
Chas. Heydrick: secretary, Geo. B. Laird,
bth street.

st. i .
neh . wish) of Pennsylvania meets
ridny ‘at 614 Bouth ThIFG street, Dhita:
ni:i Discussion from § to 8 J.

R WISCONSIN.
it No. 1. Milwaukee, meets e

expect gxcelleqt results in the work here
from his energy and practical common

sense. .

The subject of the fall campaign was
carefully discussed, although the speak-
ers differed considerably in their views
as to the proper measures to be taken,
still a spirit of harmony prevailed. A
committee of five was chosen to con-
sider in which Assembly Districts we
would best nominate candidates, and to
report to the next joint meeting.

The picnic committee reported that
they had selected August 12th as the date
of our entertainment.

It was voted to send no delegates to

cided, would be of small benefit to the
party, and the meeting expressed its
opinion that the conference was not ad-
visable.

The next joint meeting will be held
July 7th. We hope it will be as well at-
tended and as interesting as the last.

BT,

ﬁrooklyn, N. Y.

. On the evening of Saturday, June
17th, the Social Democratic Party, un-
der the auspices of Branch 12, held its
first of a series of open-air meetings at
the junction of Fulton street and De-
Kalb avenue, which turned out a grand
success,

The speakers were Comrades Baron-
dess, Phillips and Butscher, who held
the audience for about two hours, after
which twelve “Merrie Englands™ and
thirty-seven Heralds were sold. Also
several names were secured, enough to
enable us to form another hranch in
Brooklyn, which will be done in the
very near future.

This meeting has given a new impe-
tus: to the movement here, and so we
have decided to hold one every week
during the warm weather. It can read-
ily-be expected that beforé next fall we
will have our city thoroughly organized,

As there is also a quantity of unde-
veloped talent amongst our comrades,
it has been decided to form a socialist
educational and debating society; and in
that way bring to the front all who to-
day are almost useless in certain kinds
of propaganda work necessary to the
growth and development of a ‘healthy
socialist movement.

As we advance and fire off our guns
you will hear the echo in the columns
of THE HERALD. :

e LITTEER WILTTE,

It Is a Good Thing

Everybody who reads The Herald feels
the want of it, and for the modest sum
of 25 cents for six months or 30 cents
per vear no up-to-date student of cur-
rent events or advocate of much needed
social and industrial reforms should be
without it.

It has the best writers. All reading

best and of a quality never seen in large
dailies.

It is the product of the greatest minds
and souls identified with progress, re-
form and all-movements for the benefit
of humanity collectively, and especially
for the betterment of the wage slaves
produced by our infamous free competi-
tive wage system. P

Those who read The Herald take it
talk it up to their friends and acquaint-
ances, and circulate it. It does not go
in the waste basket. It is a welcome vis-
itor every week. PIPAYER,

Secretary Outram, of Branch 31, Chel-
sea, Mass., reports satisfactory progress
and fine prospect. Precinct organiza-
tions of the branch are being formed
and the intention is to work the city
thoroughly.

Every week marks an advance and a
springing up of the seed in different
parts of the country. This week we have
to report the organization of a new and
promising branch at Butte, Mont., also
an addition to Massachusetts’ long roll
inn a new branch at Clinton.

Comrade W. E. Farmer, formerly
president of the Socialist party of Texas,
and editor of the Socialist Economist, is

Tuesd of ﬂ'i'c month at the
‘, 1
& Jefferson st. Vis-
m' Tuttle, chair- |
n’

w editor of the Farmers' Review, the

the Chicago conference, as it would in- |
“volve some expense which, it was de- |

matter which appears in this paper is the

' Rosa Proletaire’s Letter

| Dear Brother John:—“Let the voice

of the people be heard!” This was the
closing sentence of your last letter. Per-
mit me to add: .

“Let the voice of the wage-working
class be heard!”

“The voice of the people”—this phrase
is getting rather stale. Every wretched
"wardheeler and enemy of the poor and
oppressed “voices the will of the people”
whenever he is anxious to deceive and
rob the people. Every new social move-
ment, every new science, has its own

 terminology expressive of certain new

conditions and new results of investiga-
stion and research.

The modern international Socialist
movement has a terminology of its own
‘and it is our duty to let the world know
what we really understand by using such
terms as “proletariat,” “class struggle,”

“class movement,” “expropriation of the
expropriators,” etc. - ;

John, you must never expect taffy from
your sister Rosa, for she would not be
good and true to her brother if she at-
tempted to flatter his imagined virtue of
indifference and carelessness. Permit
me to tell you face to face that in my
humble opinion the man who, under the
present economic and social conditions,
goes before the public with the assertion,
“I represent.the interests of all the peo-
ple!” is either an ignoramus, a fool, or a-
scoundrel. It may seem rather ‘“unlody-
like” or “unwomanly” to make such a
statement, but the truth must be told.

No human being can represert the in-
terests of all the people under the pres-
ent social system. He may represent the
interests of a cértain class or classes of
people. Why? Because modern society
is based on conflicting material class in-
terests. People with common interests
will, consciously or unconsciously, come
closer and closer together for the pur-
pose of protecting their class-interests
against the conflicting interests of other
classes. This causes friction, class strife,
hence the class struggle.

“Protect the interests of the middle
class!” Middle class interests?. What
are they, John? Black or white? T de-
sire a straight fair and square answer. 1
have as much sympathy with the middie
class as you, but take it for granted that
Rosa will never help deceiving the de-
ceived middlemen. It is for us to tell
them the truth,

What is the truth? The present mid-
dleman is not the master mechanic, the
guild-master of olden days, who had de-
veloped out of the journeyman mechanic.
The  independent’ master-shoemaker.
master-weaver, master-candlestick mak-
er, master-butcher, etc.— they are all
gone! Today the middle class in our
industrial cities consists . of small,
insignificant commercialists tryving to
make big profits out of the wage-
workers,

son with the buying in the small cock-
roach store,

Unpleasant facts! But facts they are,
be they ever so unpleasant. The idea to
bake a special pie for the middle class!
They are either small capitalists and
commercialists: then we have no reason
to help protect their class interests; or
else they are remmnants of mediaeval pro-
duction; then it would be folly for the
Socialists to protect their mediaeval class
interests. It would be like attempting
to reintroduce the olden time stagecoach
in place of the electric railway train.

Tell the middlemen where their fath-
ers and grandfathers were; tell the mid-
dlemen where they themselves are; tell
the middlemen where the near future
will find them and what the unavoidable
fate of their children will be. And .do
not forget to tell them also that before
long they will be nothing more, nothing
less, than proletarians—some with work,
some without bread. i

John, it is high time that the working

class open their eves and see what is go-
ing on around them. Away with that
_contemptible, criminal indifference that
usually finds its climax in the excessive
use of the beer bucket, the whisky bot-
tle, or the clay pipe. It is for the wage
working class to save this American re-
public from ruin and to establish a so-
cial system that will make classinterests
and class strife impossible.

No victory without battle! No great
success without great effort and hard
labor and difficulties? Organizing the
wage-working proletariat and their sym-
pathizers into a class - conscious labor

~ PROPAGANDA FUND.

It's superfluous to point out |
the consumers’ advantages when buying
-in a large department store in compari- |

n

movement is by miMm an easy job.
Our comrades that| have bravely faced
the storms during the last twelve months

—they all know it. And the battle has

just begun. The Social Democratic
party is not a mutual admiration society;
it is not a society for harmonizing capital
and labor. . | ;

The Social Democratic party does not
for one moment attempt to hide its revo-
lutionary character. | To revolutionize the
entire present capitalist system is our
mission; to reorganize the productive
powers of our country on the social-
democratic basis is our object, for only
under such a reorganization can life be
worth living and liberty and happiness
for all may prevail. 1

I am not a pessimist, John; but I ap-
peal to you to prepare for greater bat-
tles, for greater victories. It is a fight—
a continuous fight. | No trades union has
ever gained anything without a well-

organized army ready to give battle at

any time. So it is with the Social Demo-
cratic party. It is true we have won
glorious victory; but our capitalist ene-
mies are preparing for a general attack
on our class. |

Our ruling classes are blind.  When
Louis X V1., on returning from his hunt-
ing trip, asked his minister what that
riotous demonstration of the rabble real-
lv meant, the minisfer excitedly replied:
"Your majesty, this is not a riotous
demonstration of the rabble: it is a revo-
tion!" Indeed, it was a revolution, in
which King Louis lost everything, in-
cluding his crowned head.

Don't be deceived, John. ‘We are liv-
ing in the midst of a social revolution—
the greatest social revolution in the
world’s history. We must prepare for
action. The Social Democratic party
must now push to the front and take the
lead of the revolutionary forces — All
men on -deck! must now be our watch-
word. ‘

The present social systerh is no longer
a system; it is a general disorder, a gen-
eral convulsion, and continuous erup-
tions of the volcano filled with the ex-
plosions of poverty, misery and despair.
Things may happen of which we dare not
dream today.

Brother John, I remind you of the
parable of the ten virgins that took their
lamps and went forth to meét the bride-
groom. The five that were foolish took
their lamps; but took no ail with them.
The five that were wise took oil in their
vessels with their lamps. And at mid-
night there was a cry made. Behold!
the bridegroom cometh; go ve out to
meet him.

Jut the foolish had no oil in their
lamps and could not see their way clear.
While tryving: to secure oil the bride-
groom came — but the foolish virgins
iailed to meet him.

Comrades, be on deek! Watch there-
fore; for ye know neither the day nor
the hour wherein the sons of Labor will
have to fight the great decisive battle for

i economic freedom.

Rosa Proletaire.
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INTERNATIONAL SKETCHES
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——— 1-The Erow“ng Taitor __=

You are on the wrong track entirely,
my dear reader. | The hero of the fol-
lowing short sketch is not, as you imag-
ine, a crusty,. sulky, disagreeable old
dyspeptic; a-man |in perpetual dread of
budding poets, prosaic bill collectors,
his wife and her temper, thin skinned
and litigious persons whom he, in the
discharge of his duty towards humanity,
may have tackled in his most brilliant,
most “newsy,” but, alas! not widely cir-
culated paper; a man whose proclivities
are in the direction of money-making,
while his achievements invariably lead
to his contracting new debts and chills,
with his spine and his creditors ever re-
minding him of the old ones.

Nor is he anything like the great man
of the Greater New York who fights
everything in and out of sight, including
“God’s truth, and the king’s English.”
He is of a different kind altogether.
Never jump at conclusions.

o ox %

At about 7 o'clock in the morning one
day early in June, 1876, a young couple
was seated on a bench in.the public
gardens adjoining the University of
Koenigsberg, in Prussia. | :

The man, who seemed to be on the

dreamy look about him, the

b

- of

right side of thirty, had a careworn, |

.man and more refined in appearance,
she would easily have been recognized

by anyone familiar with the various races
composing the German empire as a na-
tive of Posen, the province of Prussia
where Teutonic placidity and Polish life-
lines are so beautifully blended in' the
fair sex. Her demeanor towards her
friend was that of a mother who had
found her long-lost child again,

“It is not so terrible as you would im-
agine,” said he, continuing the conversa-
tion, which was probably begun at the
prison gate; “the jail could not have any
terrors for me again.” i

“But you won't do it, Hans; I will just
take care that you don’t, that’s all,
Write? Of course you will; but you will
have to be more careful. And wasn't it
a grand article, all the same! 1 often
wondered how you—-"

“Could have written it,” said Hans,
moving uneasily in his seat. “Well, I—
but let us drop the subject. I wish,
Flora, you liad taken a keener interest in
the movement, for there are a hundred
things I should like to know all about.
I have been as much cut off from the
world as if I had been in my grave all
this year.” .

“It is horrible! And you will not do
it again, you silly boy, do you hear? I
.won't have it. But you make a little
mistake in thinking that I know nothing
about the movement. You imagine I
am the same little goose I was when
you came back from the French war, I
never understood you then, and that's
why 951 ¥ ¢

“Do not cry, Flora,” said the man in a
somewhat altered voice; “you were then
quite right. And when you know all—"
be made a strong effort not to betray
his emotion and succeeded in adding,
“you will see that I am not by any means
over modest.”

“But that is just what you ‘are, you
big baby!” said Flora while wiping away
her tears. "You don’t understand your
own value. The article is not only dig-
nified, bold, defiant; it is fine writing be-
sides, and everybody admired it. I read
it every day since I came here from
Dantzig'and I know it by heart. I only
wish it had not got you into trouble.
That article proves you to be a writer,
and, what is more, it shows the wisdom
pf the comrades in entrusting the paper
to you.”

“You said ‘the comrades'—you are in
the movement, then? Since when?”

“Well, since I found out all about you.
During the last twelve months I have
read a good deal besides your article—
but what is the matter with you? How
pale you have turned!”

he had evidently formed a resolution, he
said: ‘

“Flora, you make a great mistake, and
I will not suffer myself to get into your
good graces under false pretenses. Let
go my hand, Flora; I am not the .man
you take me for. It just proves that you
have' not been very long in the move-
ment, for you would otherwise have
guessed at the truth at once.”

“The truth? What truth?”

‘Why, that I was nothing but a growl-
ing editor all the time.” =

Flora’s lips moved as if to say some-,
thing, but she did not interrupt him, and
he went on.

“You have clearly never heard of such
athingasa growling editor.
plain it to you,

“Our party is young and it is more
than any Socialist organization, in the
world a workingmen’s party. Writers of
ability are very scarce in our ranks, and’
not a week passes by but what some
editor or another is ‘committed to prison.
—sent to growl, as the phrase goes.
Now. if every one who goes to jail
would be in reality the editor of his pa-
per, we wouldn’t have at this moment
more than half a dozen papers in exist-
ence, and so——"

He cleared his throat and, somewhat
lowering his voice, continued:

“And so there must be people who,

their names as responsible editors, so
that in case of need they——"

" “May go to prison for other people’s
offenses against the law,” said Flora, the
words almost choking her. ‘

“Exactly,” said Hans. “And so you
see, my dear friend, I am not the great
“writer you took me for., I am mere-
ly—" pein e

He was interrupted by her suddenly
getting up and embracing him in de-

rules of conventionality.

She then sat down again and sobbed,
the tree over their heads wondering what
it all meant. : P

For a while they were both silent.

Let me ex-

not being writers themselves, would give.

Hans moved away from her a little,
and, after a short pause, during which

fiance of the broad daylight and all the

Then Hans felt as if he ought to say
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- ON THE MONEY

VEY QUSTION
BARREN ORATORY OF SILVERITES

er———

. The Dmnoiltiﬂnﬁd Silver a Resuit of the
: Economic System — Bimetallism is an
Impossibilify and Free Silver” a
~ Capitalist Fake Issue.

(Continued from last issue.)

e pure, plain and clear idea of
mo’{:‘lhey :s a mgasure of value and noth-
ing else was dominant in ancient Rome

., and Greece, states founded largely on
slave production. The government alone
had the exclusive :ﬂn to fix the mate-
rial shape and weight of money, (The
coining of money out of metal was the
consequence of the special qualification

‘ of this material for that purpose. Metals
are easily moulded in any shape, keep
the stamping well, are easily transported
from place to pln&, am_‘l melted down
into bullion,) But the price of the mate-
rial, or its so-called intrinsic value, had
nothing to do with the preference given
to metals as a material of coin. Money
of the ancient world had only an ex-
trinsic value as a measure. Indeed,
numismatics or science of coins treats
of rings, beads, pieces of leather, shells,
and so forth, as money, used by differ-
ent tribes at different times. In the be-
ginning of the Middle Ages the only
sovereign who was considered to pos-
sess the privilege of coining gold into
money -was the Basileus, or Emperor of
Byzanz, whose residence was Constanti-
nople. The period of rennaissance
brought some confusion in the money
affairs of Europe. But in the seven-
teenth century, at the dawn of the pres-
ent profit system, the ancient system of
money (that is, the system of state
money) suffered one severe blow after
another, and was finally abandoned and
replaced by the now universally ruling
system of mercantile money, or the
metallic system. In 1572 the Dutch
revolution resulted in the adoption of
unlimited coinage of gold and silver by
private parties. In 1 the same §ys-
tem was adopted in England, then in
France, and finally all over the world.
Let us see what this change of the money
systems meant. It meant that every
possessor of gold or silver bullion had
the right to increase or diminish the
amount of money in circulation. In the
first case he could accomplish his dc-
sire by lending his bulion to the mint
for coinage; in the second, by buying
coins, melting them dow=a into bullion,
cornering it, or sending to other coun-
tries. Money added to its extrinsic value
as a measute, intrinsic value as a com-
modity. The state by adopting that sys-
tem practically resigned a considerable
part of its control over money to the

_ benefit of a special class of money deul-
ers. As a matter of fact, since the adop-
tion of the new system money dealers
control ‘all the money affairs of the
world. They monopolize silver and gold,
fix the ratio between these two metals,
contract and expand the currency of any
country, and dictate the financial policy
of every state and kingdom. How diud
that happen? Once money is turned
into a commodity, it must be affected by
the general law governing the value of
commodities, especially the law of sup-
ply and demand. Money itself turned

; measurable and trade degraded into bar-
[ ter. Thé extrinsic value of money as a
measure fixed by the state turned nomi-

* nal or fictitious, while the real value was

, determined by its intrinsic value or mar-
| ket price as a commodity. Not the
[t stamp of the government, but the price
| of the material out of which the money
was made decided the real value of

money.  All the natural or artificial fluc-

tuations of the market price of gold or

silver must necessarily affect directly the

value of silver or gold coin. All the at-

tempts of single governments to regain

! the lost ground and fix the ratio between
} gold and silver must prove futile, once
i this ratio does not exactly correspond
i with the market price of these metals as
i bullion. 1Ii the legal ratio fixed by (ﬁa
government proved to be lower than the

market price of the bullion of silver, the
silver coins would be used by the dea’
¢rs to make profit on the difference. The
silver coin would be bought up, hoard-

- ed, or transported to a country where it
wonld command a higher price. As a
consequence, it would vanish from cir-
culation, Just the same must happén
with gold in case the ratio of the gov-
ernment would undervalue it. This sim-
ple speculation on the part of the money:

* dealers is known b
sounding name of the Gresham law.

There is, however, as a matter of fact,

) nothing mystetious and
-this speculation

the mysteuons i

eless, | notsit down on fia hind legs and
Pl oy

tween silver and gold. Other European

countries followed her example. Silver
was legally demonetized after it was
practically demonetized by its market
value as compared with gold. Gold
monometallism is the standard of the
world at present, because no govern-
ment was able to maintain a ratio not
corresponding with the market price
successfully. The history of money in
the United States was only an exact
repetition of the history of money in the
Old Country. The dollar was originally
recognized as the basis of the money
system of the great republic. I say the
dollar, not the silver or gold dollar, but
simply the dollar, irrespective of what
it was coined. The silver or gold coin
of the dollar was supposed to represent
only'a multiple of one hundred copper
pennies. The classical idea of state
money, of money as a measure of value
pure and simple, was obviously strong in
the minds of the fathers of the republic.
In 1792 the congress for the first time
fixed the ratio between silver and gold
at 15 to 1, corresponding to their re-

. spective market value at that time. | The

pricé of silver fell soon after that, the
real ratio being 151-2 to 1. The con-
sequence was the disappearance of gold
coin from circulation. The condition
was unchanged until 1834, when the
ratio was changed to 16 to 1. The in-
itention of congress was to attract gold
into the country. At this time silver was
depreciated by about half ounce. Silver
disappeared from circulation. Practical-

“ly the United States were till 1834 on a

silver basis. Since 1834 the United
States, with the exception of the period
of the civil war, were practically on a
gold basis. In 1853 a law was passed,
according to which the amount of silver
in small coins was fixed at a lower rate
than their nominal value in order to save
them from the manipulation of profes-
sional money dealers. In 1870 a plan
was .marked out and proposed to con-
gress, the purposé of which was the re-
form of the whole money system of the
republic. For three vears this plan was
discussed and finally legally adopted by
congress. According to that law, the
free or unlimited coinage of silver was
stopped and gold recognized as the only
standard of money. N

This short review of the history of
money in the world shows to every un-
prejudiced mind that gold monometal-
lism is a logical, unavoidable conse-
quence of the now prevailing mercantile
or metallic system of money, and that of
the system of ware production. The op-
ponents of the gold standard must nec-
essarily be the opponents of the capital-
istic or-mercantile econemic system.
: (Concluded nvrt issue.)
1

PACKINGTOWN

Chas, H. Kerr & Co. have published
a 4z-page pamphlet entitled “Packing-
town,” by A. M. Simons, price five
cents, which describes graphically the
loathsome lives of those who make this
great establishment a world wonder, as
well as the methods of beef preparation
which are to be observed by the visitor.

The author shows how completely
subdued | the worker has -become, and
how futile the trade union (in itself) is
as a relief, and how little the outside
world knows of these serfs. To quote
one of the many good points made by
the author. *Se far we have spoken on-
“ly' of the outside of the buildings—of
“surroundings of the laborers’ homes:
“The quéstion arises as to the conditions
“within the buildings. Does the guide
“point ‘out all the interesting features
“within the houses themselves? Does
“he take his party inta the damp pack-
“ing cellars, where from three to ten
“years ordinarily marks the limits of a
“man’s working life before it breaks
“him down with rheumatism and sends
“his wife and children into the fierce
“labor struggle, or makes of him a sup-
“plicant for charity? Does he call at-
“tention [to the gangs of men in the
* *ham houses’ working with bare arms
"“in the 'semi-poisonous saltpetre that
“zauses great festering sores to come
“out on their hands and arms? * * *
“Where a scratch is a menace to life,
“through blood poisoning, as local in-
“fection of wounds is commonly called.”

And, -continuing, he details the high
mortality and its causes, the political
subserviency of the ward alderman, and
the patriotisms of the packers, conclud-
ing with a brief and forcible explana-
tion of the class interest and the neces-
sity for collective ownership of the “in-
struments of production.”

This pamphlet is terse and able, and
very interesting to all, i

SEYMOUR STEDMAN.

A FRIENDLY TIP

When a branch of the 8. D. P. is organized it should
wait for the clonds to
; was ized to work and
Id. Now, you want a large attendance nt
ings and you want new members, This plan

mseting on it and order & buadle of thy

. Secure a rubber stamp with yoar time
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THE REFERENDUM NOT
AN UNMIXED BLESSING

(Concluded from page 1)
only judge political measures by their
effect when they have come into opera-
tion; they cannot plan measures them-
selves, or foresee what their effect will
be, or give precise instructions to their
representatives; nor can any honest rep-
resentative tell, until he has heard 2
measure thoroughly discussed by repre-
sentatives of all other sections of the
working class, what form the measure
should take so as to keep the interests of
his constituents in due subordination to
those of the community. It is to be
considered further that intelligent re-
formers, especially workmen who have
grasped the principles of Socialism, are
always in a minority; they may address
themselves with success to the sympa-
thies of the masses and gain their confi-
dence; but the dry detail of the legisla-
tive and administrative steps by which
they move towards their goal can never

i
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be made interesting or intelligible to the Here are Three

ordinary voter. For these reasons, the
referendum, in theory the most demo-
cratic of popular institutions, is in prac-
tice the most reactionary, AND IS AC-
TUALLY BEING STRENUOUSLY
ADVOCATED IN ENGLAND BY
NOTED LEADERS OF ANTI-SO-
CIALIST OPINION, WITH THE
OPENLY DECLARED INTENTION
OF USING IT TO STOP ALL FUR-
THER PROGRESS TOWARD 'SO-
CIAL-DEMOCRACY. *:* *”

I do not say that the referendum has
no good points and that here and there
it has not done good. T admit that such
is the case. But that good is immeas-
urably overbalanced by the mischief it
has already worked. The referendum, as
a fad, has lured away from the straight
path toward emancipation some very
earnest fighters. This is most unfor- |
tunate. It has also tended to confuse the
path of duty in the eyes of the proleta-
riat, and the proletarian cannot afford to
take false steps. Frederic Heath. C

ENTHUSIASM WITHSTANDS
HOT WEATHER TRIALS

(Concluded from page 1.)

anniversary two weeks ago. The meet-
ing arranged by the delegates to the
Chicago convention was very successfu!
and was distinguished by several inci-
dents which the participants will nort

1st. .If you are not a sub-
iscnbel.',
subscribe now.

2nd. Induce one friend
every week
to subscribe.

3rd. Order ten copies
] (10 cents) per week
for three months
'and send them
-to friends.

o

HELP FOR
HIS PAPER IS HELP FOR THE CAUSE
OF SOCIALISM.

THE HERALD ADVOCATES
OLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP AND DEMO-
CRATIC ADMINISTRATION OF

THE MEANS OF
PRODUCTION AND DISTRI-
'BUTION.
{

IT IS THE
OFFICIAL PAPER OF ONE

RECOGNIZED DIVISION of THE GREAT

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALIST MOVEMENT.

‘*"

soon forget. Comrade Haile received 2 | pyg) suep veexLy SUBSCRIPTION 50 CTS.

cordial welcome and everybody was glad
to meet her. We kept her busy while
here, for besides the Saturday night
meeting she spoke to a meeting of the
West Side branch on Sunday afternoon,
and at night actended a reception given

Send Remittances.to

Theodore Debs, 126 Washington St. Chicago

her by the members of the Voice of La-

bor. She met a good many Social Demo-
crats during her visit, buf next time she'll
meet a good many more, take my word
for it.

Our German comrades, Phillips, Dr.
Ingemann, Funcke, and others, are
working hard and keeping their paper,
the Arbeiter Zeitung, to the front. Com-
rade Weyel, on the West Side, is build-
ing up a nice branch and doing his duty.

In addition to all this there is the
quiet work which is always being done,
which sometimes does the most good,
but which seldom appears in print. Al-
together, looking over the field, taking
everybody into.consideration we are do-

NOTICE TO BRANCHES

The quarterly dues for the
quarter ending September 30
are due at the headquarters,
126 Washington st., Chicago,
111, on or before July 5. Prompt
remittance is of the highest im-
portance toinsure the interests
of the organization, and the
branches are urged to provide
for the coll¢ction, which should
be begun at once,

ing very well. There is no bickering, no

dissension, no “cussing associations”
to frighten the soul and make life
hideous. We may not pile up notes, but
the Social Democratic party is'a united
organization. . We know what we want,
what we stand for, and we are not afraid
to let the public note our actions, attend
our meetings and to criticise us if they
see fit.

&“

"

As a parting word in an already too
long letter, let me say this: A year ago
when I hied myself homeward from the
Chicago convention I felt that the: true .
Socialist party had at last been organ-
ized in America. As I felt then, T feel
now. I am more convinced than ever

Cafey’s Speeches

CHILD LABOR”

Delivered in| the Massachusetts Legislature.
The popular verdict pronounces it simply
“‘great." !

SOCIETY’S RIGHT to LAND and CAPITAL"
An lruqmnnl; that is irresistible, couched in
language clear, gracefal and poetic.  Don't fail
tw order this, i

PRICE FIVE CENTS A COPY OR $3.00 A HUNDR YD
SHend orders to ;
MRS. A. KONIKOW
1043 Washington St., Boston.

that our party tactics are the correct
ones. True, in this first year there have
been mistakes, but they have been wise

JUST OUT

mistakes, because they will serve to MuniCipal SOCialism

guide us in the future. And that future
will be a glorious one for Social Demo-
crats if we remain true to the principles | g

By F. G. B. GORDON

A thirty-two page pamphlet packed with facts and
An ble in favor of muni-

we stand for and maintain a policy of | c

uncompromising political action, free- | use. Every sociahst hhould help to spread it.

dom of discussion in.the press and on
the platiorm, and a sympathetic atti-
tude of true friendship to the regular
trade union movement. The mainte-

pal ownership. The first work of its kind for popular

- eriminating against wome:!

nance of these methods means advance-

ment for the cause of Socialism in Amer- |
Jica, a true understanding of the Socialist
doctrine,-and the ultimate triumph of the

- New York, June 20,
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As steps in this direction, we make
lowln!{° emands: I

1. vision of our antiquated Federal
stitution, in order to remove the obstacles to
full and complete control of government by gy
P ATTeT ool s 8% tndustre o

X e public ownership o
trolled by monopolies, trusts and com i

3. The public ow hip of all .raf
graph, telcphone, all means of trai
communication, water-works, gas
plants, and other public utilities. Y

4. The public ownership of all sllver,
copper, lead, iron, coal and all mines;
also of all ofl and gx wells, v

. Reduction of the hours of labor iy
tion to the increasing facilities of produetion,

6. The inauguration of a system of publie
works and improvements for the empl

ber ‘of th loyed, the puls

credit to be utliised for the ur}:ou._w'
er o ut. t i
ge ree

7. All useful inventions to to
inventor to be remunerated by the public,

8. on to be made national,
stead of local, and international where

9. National insurance of working"
;\xallr&st accidents, lack of employment an
n old age p

10 Equal clvil and political. rights for men
and women, and the abolition ‘of all laws dis

n.
ef?«li'un?ha ':idot uorl:I o{lthg Initiative and
, an e ol resenta-
tl;'zes R{ol‘lhle vot?r: e :
z tion of ‘war as far as th
States sre concerned and the lntrod!getw
international arbitration instead. ¥

DEMANDS FOR FARMERS.
The Soclal Democratic Party of A 1 do
not b°f;° for the equbl:shmex{z of o
through the Increase of misery, but on the sone
.trary it expects its coming through the
mined, united efforts of the worierl of
city and country to gain and use the
power to that end. In view of this we lm
following platform for the purpose of uniting .
g:tn;”wor ers in the country with those in the
1. 'No more public land to be sold, but té be
utilized by the United State !
rectly for the public benefit, -ro'r ol
ers in small*parcels of not over
Slnt: to ‘;nnk;aunract re,
ment and cultivation. ts and waterways
to be put under direct control of the nation,
n rz:d Ct}gniuctlon :fﬂ Talu elevators, magasines
cold storage bulldings b togbe
m-sed'lt’g' the tarlmerl.l ltn;'blg the maum f
) e postal, railroad, telegraph tele-
phone services to be united thnf cf\?erylnd  and.
::]lg&nd slatk:n ah'lr.ll' nl'l:o be a telegra
one center. elephone servi farm-
ers, as for residents of 't,:itles i gl
tI:)'n Ar unl;onl-r: pol:mlodrate fo
of agricultural products on all rallroads.’
5. Public credit to be at the dlsponallo! coun-
ties and towns for the improvement of roads
and soil and for frrigation and drainage.

DEBS’ LECTURE ENGAGEMENTS.

Ashland, Wie..... ...
West Snperior, Wis
Duluth, Minn
Madison, S, D.............
Aberdeen. 8. D
Mayville, Mich
For ful' v articulars concerning dates, ete,, addresd
L. W. ROGERS, Manager,

Box 909, Chicago.

SOCIAL DEMOGRATIC LIBRA

Karl Marx, Capital, Cloth,.... ..., ouiiniuis s
F. W. Spragne—Socialism, from Genesis 10 Reven
Iation. Clot
Groalund =The ( Commonwealth,

Paper ..
August Hebel—W,

RBiatehford—Merrie Englang

Edward Bellumy - Looking Backward,
}‘:dwurd Iklﬂum:~&;mﬁiu’. Cloth......
sissagarv—Historyof the Commun 5
Charles Vail - Modern Socialism o

Hemry D. Llovd—Weulth A
Volney—The Ruins of Em . .
Thomas Paine—The Rights of M
The Sodialism of Jobn Stuart Mill.

Adams—President John Smith

Riehard T, Ely—Socialism wnd
Buchner—Man in the Past, Present and Futn
Benhum—A History of the Paris Commune 1811
o LCIOth T50.), BADEr QOVEr. ... o ivs s s

Chas. H. Vail—~Principles of Scientific Socialism

PAMPHLETS
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- e Workingmnn',
Vail—The Indaatrial Evolation
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