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‘Iph'a and Omega of Socialism is the Transformation of Private Competing Capitals into Public c'o-dperat,ive Capital-

0 world naturally recoils with hor-
'n:ei rk: assassination of the Austrian
empress. That the Italian who com-
mitted the crime should have visited
ifs wrath or vengeance upou a defense-

Jess and noffensive old lady, who nev-

any part in the affairs of state,
who seems to have shown consid-
v gympathy with the poor, ap-
pears xplicable, [t was an act from
hich no good can result to anyone.
‘il greatly increase the difficulties
and dangers of the Socialist propagan-
‘deafen the ears of many who
otherwise have listened to the
nts of those who are engaged
p le's cause. Such acts are
reprobated as the work of the
1 of the people.
one who has accurate informa-
to the condition and treatment
working masses in Italy, and
{ the neighboring states, acts
the murder of the empress are
grprising.  The Italian’ working
are poor, oppressed, and miser
beyond belief. According to the
statistics. a hundred thousand
seople in Italy each year go totally
jusane from hunger, while as many
more are rendered almost imbecile
from lack of proper food. Many thou-
sand die each year from the same
canse, although the officials  assign
other reasons for their deaths. Except
among the well-to-do meat is an ui-
‘kmown luxury, while even flour is in
many parts of the country used only
in cases of sickness and on holiday oc-
casions. Acorns and roots form a large
r‘l'llust of the daily food of the poor in
_many places.
Notwithstanding this dire poverty,
‘the taxation is enormousty heavy. The
ommonest necessaries of life are heav-
dly taxed. The excise duty on salt is
o hea vy that themassef of the peo-
do not use it,.and suffer from dis-
se in consequence.
Last May in Milan more than a thou-
and starving people were shot dead
the soldiery in cold blood because
y congregated at the offices of the
government and asked for bread. and
usands more were at the same time
‘wounded or imprisoned by the govern-
‘ment.
These crimes of omission in failing
eare for the poor, and of commis-
‘glon in murdering them for secking re-
ef, necessarily bring retribution soon-
er or later. And the desire for.ven-
‘geance engendered Dby these wrongs is
often vented upon the innocent—if, in-
deed, those can be called innocent who,
‘standing in places of power and in-
fluence, see these crimes perpetrated
against the poor without raising their
voices in protest and seeking to bring
fbout a better state of things.
The Italian who drove his stiletto in-
to the heart of Austrin’s empress
fobably saw in her, not the woman,
mt the representative of a class which,
. possessing the fruits of the toil of oth-
ers, for which it has given little or
nothing in exchange, revels in bound-
less luxury in the sight of the starv-
Ing masses. The assassin eared noth-
Ing for his own life or liberty., Ven-
‘geance npon one of the class whieh had
rofited by the exploitation of the poor,
-and is largely responsible for the con-
(dition of his countrymen. was sweeter
0 Him than either. He was mad with
L despair. His lot was. no doubt. so
" hard that his life was a burden to him;
‘and, like Sampson of old, he was will-
ng to perish in the ruin that he
Wrought. Against men like this, and
mfortunately our modern life has de-
oped many of them, lnws, courts,
lice and soldiery are useless.
The problem that confronts modern
Soclety is not alone how can such erime
88 the murder of the empress be pre-
Yented. it is also, how can such erimes
that committed last May against
the poor of Milan be prevented? As
i than a thousand persons were
ered at Milan, the crime commit-
¢ was more than a thousand
# greater than the killing of the
88; unless, indeed, we are to as-
that it is a less crime to murder
ng man or woman than it is
urder an empress, a proposition
. ocratic America will hardly
ant to admit. 'The problem referred
fll be answered differently by the
t classes. The governing and
z class will say: Employ more
more soldiers; enact more §e

vigor.
experience has shown this plan
failure, In Kcountry has this

ws, and execute them with

) MURDER OF THE INNOCENTS,
- STARVATION AND ASSASSINATION.

Socialism Is the Only Remedy.

policy been tried more persistently
than in Russia, yet two czars have
within the present century been assas-
sinated, and a very recent attempt
against the life of the present czar
failed only because of a mistake as to
the time of the czar passing a certain
house.

No precaution an successfully guard
against the acts of men who are will-
ing to face c¢ertain death to aceomplish
their purpose. And suéh men ean be
found in plenty among a people whose
surroundings in life are so sorrowful
that life itself becomes a purden and
death o happy release. '

But there ix a better way., Assas-
sins will not be found among a pros-
perous and contented people.  And
should those who hold the reins of
government abandon their policy of
selfishness and foree, and devote them-
selves to the building up of a co-oper-
ative system of industry, wherein all
who desire it should have a place,
and all the co-operators should receive
the full results of their labor, assassi
nations would cease; for such a system
would abolish them,

To accomplish this it would not he
necessary to do more than for the state
to acquire sutficient land, mines, ma-
chines and factories, and organize the
unemployed and underpaid into a body
of co-operative workers in every kinid
of industry, exchanging their varied
products among themselves, and giving
to each co-operator all the product of
his toil, except such portidn thereof as
should be necessary to maintain the
plants,

We have the same problem to face
in this country as they have in Burope.
Already many of our rich men are con-
stantly guarded by detectives to pro-
tect them against real or fancied dan-
ger. Our system of ludustry, produc-
ing the eéxtremes of wealth and pov-
erty, is fast placing us in the position
of the European countries, and will
produce the same result here as there,

Monarchs and oppressors of labor
will never adopt any adequate remedy
for the evils of the present industrial
system.  They will continue to rely on
the broken reed of force, and will pay
the penalty  accordingly.  The only
remedy is for the people to take the
management of their industrial affairs
into their own hands, and establish the
Co-operative Commonwesnlth.

WHAT SOCIALISH IS.

The whole aim and puarpose of So-
cinlism is a cloger union of Social fac-
tors. The present need is growth in
that direction.—Richard P. Ely.

SocTalisin is the ideal and hope of
a new society founded on industrial
peace and forethought, aiming at a
new and higher life for all men.—Wil-
liam Morris.

Let no man fear the name of “So-
cialist.”” The movement of the work-
ing class for justice by any other name
would be as terrible.—Father William
Barry. ‘

The abolition of that individual ac-
tion on which modern socicties depend,
and the substitution of a regulated
system of  coiperative action.—Ilmpe-
rial Dictionary.

A theory of society that advocates
a more precise, orderly and harmoni-
ous arrangement of the social rela-
tions of mankind than that which has

hitherto prevailed.—Webster's Dic-
tionary.
The science of constructing  so-

cloty on an entirely new basis, by sub-
stituting the principle *of assotiation
for that of competition in every branch
of human industry.—Worcester's Dic-
tionary. :

A theory or polity that aims to se-
cure the reconstruction of socilety, in-
crease of wealth, and a more equal
distribution of the products of labor
through the public collective owner-
ship of land and capital (as distin-
guished from property) and the public
collective management of all indus-
tries. Its motto is, *To everyone ac-
cording to his deeds.”—Standard Dic-
tionary.

Any theory of system of labor organ-
ization which would abolish entirely,
or in great part, the individual effort
and competition on which modern so-
ciety rests, and substitute co-opera-
tion: wounld introduce a more perfect
and eqgual distribution of the products
of lahor, and would make land and
capital, as the instruments of produc-
tion, the joint possession of the com-
munity.—Century Dictionary.

EDITORIAL NOTE AND COMMENT,

Socialism would abolish the private
control of capital, making its use and
control in production a socinl func-
tion.

* » .

That the rich have sanectified their
larcenies of the bounty of nature by
forms of law, is due to the ignorance
and indifference of the people to thelr
natural rights,

" " L

The remedy for anarchism is genuo-
ine demoeracy; and genuine demoe-
racy requires the common ownership
by all the people of the means of pro-
duction and distribution.

* * *

One of the gains to society through
Socialism would be the climination of
the factor of money fiom polities, leav-
ing character and finess as a pass-
port to public office.

* + -

As a result of the war the country
will pass through fiercer politieal cor-
ruption than it has ever known, And
the president himself s to set the
pace with a blow at civil service,

L = *

There is no defect in the title of the
human race to the land,  The title of
the race is superior to that of any in-
dividual. No, the defeet is in the in-
telligence of the people themselves,

. L d -

The suceesstul combination of all
the leading silverware manufacturers
in one trust, with a capital stock of
X30,000,000 is announced. It will be
one more combine for the “dear old
Democratic party™ to “overthrow!”

#* *® -

The wage system enables the em-
ploying class to appropriate all the
surplus value created by the working
class,  This is the main support ol
capitalism, and while it lasts there can
be no better conditions tor the labor-
ers.

L * -

One hundred and fifty hands can
now make as much cotton cloth as
ninety-fve thousand hands formeriy
made.  But the hundred and fifty are
machine tenders, parts of the work-
ing capital of the owners of the ma-
chines and used as such,

* » *

As Socialism would put an end to in-
dustrial tyranny and wrong, and ban-
ish needless suffering and want, so
woukd it disarm the anarchist who
drives the dagger to the heart of aff
innocent woman, in the mad hope that
such a deed will benefit humanity.

* * .

The enactment of one set of Iaws to
encourage combinations of capitalists
and of another Jforbidding combina-
tious of workingmen, shows how much
influence capitalists, with only a few
votes, and how little influence work-
ingmen, with many votes, have in the
government of the country.

* kd -

Socialists do not believe that society
can be demolished by a stiletto or the
taking of any individual's life. Soci-
ety can be revolutionized and better

conditions attained through evolution-

ary processes.  And these processes
are unfailingly at ‘work, whether your
ruler wears a scarlet robe or a broad-
cloth cont.

® *

Under the operations of the civil
service the patriotic politicians see no
“pie” in sight, and it is reported that to
insure republican success in the con-
zressional elections, MeKinley will is-
sue an anti-civil service order and pro-
vide the politicians with pastry. The
old party politicians’ patriotism  de-
pends on Mheir proximty to' the ple
counter,

s * =

While some of the 2-by-twice poli-.

ticians of the Democratic party are
formulating platforms and attempting
legislation to “suppress’” capitalistic
combinations, the trusts keep on grow-
ing in utter disrégard of the “reformi-
ers.”  We now have the Federal Steel
Company, with a vapital of $200,000,-
000, and a discussion_on a consolida-
tion of all the trusts, On with the
trust; let combines be unconfined!

* * *

The Moscow Gazette in 1801 adver-
tised for sale three coachman and two
girls, “eighteen and fifteen,  goodl
looking and capable.” Fifty years
later men and women were hunted
and sold as property in the United
States, But the principle of democ-
racy has spread since then in Russia
and America, and no power can pre-
vent its trinmph over capitalists. It
demolished feudalism: it will destroy
mammonism.

“Das Kapital” (see Humboldt. English
edition, p. X.) Marx says: “Every be-
<inning  is diticult  holds  in all
sciences,  To understand the tirst ehap-
ter, especially the seetion that contains

the analysis  of  commodities,  will,
therefore, present the greatest  dithi-
culty.” and in the same preface, a

little further on: “lo this work I have
to examine the capitalist mode of pro-
duetion, and the conditions of produc-
tion and  exchange corresponding to
that mode.”

I coneur with Mr, Epstein in renoun-
cing the fanaties, who, unable to grasp
Marx" teachings, take it upon them-
selves to defend every thought and
View of Marx as an “eternal™ truth,
Marx himself is said to have uttered,
in dread of such defenders, the words:
“As far as I am concerned, I am no
Marxist,”

Marx's entire wop give evidence to
his disbelief  in so-called  “eternal”
traths or degmas, . read note 5, p.
S35, in which he ridicules the “eternal”
truths of Proudhon, “the father of an-
archism,” remarking:

“What opinion should we have of a
chemist, who, instead of studying the
actual laws of the molecular ¢hanges
in the composition and decomposition
of matter, and on that foundation solv-
ine definite problems. claimed to regu-
ia'e the composition and decomposi-
tion of matter by means of “eternal”
ideas, ete™”

Our friend Mr. Epstein particalacly
ohjects to what he ealls Marx's views
on labor-time as determining the re-
ward of lIabor. 1 propose to show, as
well as the limited space in this paper
will permit; that  Mr. Epstein has
stumhbled against the dithculties pre-
sented  in the above-mentioned  first
chapter. not unlike even professors of
political economy in thig country and
abrond.

on labor-time as determining
ward of labor™

That single expression, “reward of
fabor.” furnishes at once the key to
onr friend’s misconeeption He evi-
dently wished to paraphrass the word
wages: e, the peice for the use of
Inhor-power. What Mr. Epstein quotes
ot of ehapter 1., page 7. in sapport
of his assertion, treats of commodity-
valne, hut not of commodity-price or
“roward orf labor”

To  wuard “against any  misunder-
standing on this very essential point
Marx even states on the same page,
see Note 20 the following:

that the laborer gets for a given labor-

which that labor-time is
Wages is g category

ity in
terialized.

ent gage of our investigation.”

©The first chapter treats of  simple
commodity-production and exchange
as they gradually have developed from
primitive society based on property in
common isee p. 37, At this stage
there is no such commodity as labor-
power and no such category as wiges,
It treats of the commodity-value pro-
duced hy skilled and unskilled labor-
power, but not of the value of skilled
and unskilled labor-power. (The lat-
ter find in chapter V1) The “capital”
of Marx treats, of eourse, of no artistic
or scientifie rarity-preduoctions, but of
commaodities that can be produced and
reproduced at will.

The principal ervor that Mr, Epstein
commits, results from his inability to
distingnish between value and price.
The oid story over again!

The value of a commodiiy is deter-
mined by the labor-time socially neces.
sary to its production.

“Phe Jabor-time socially necessary
is that required to produce an article
undes the normal conditions of produc-
tion, and with the average degree of
skill and intensity prevalent at the
time™ (cap. p. 4 .

However, the value of the commaodi:
1y labor-power is not only 'determined
by above labor-time, bur. as  Marx
plainly states on page 93

“In contradistinetion, therefore, to
the case of other commodities, there
enters into the determination of the
value of labor-power an historical and
moral element.  Nevertheless, in a
eiven country. at a given period the
aveérage quantity of the means of sub-
sistence necessary for the iaborer is
practically known.'

The price of a commodity, as Marx
clearly proves, Is not only determined

Ly socially necessary labee-time, but

In his preface to the first edition of.

Marx nowhere expresses “his views |
the re- |

“Ihe reades must note that we are
not speaking here of wages or value

time, but of the value of the commod- |
FLH
that, |
as yet. has no existence at the proes-,

MARX'S THEORY OF LABOR-TIME
AND THE REWARD OF LABOR

Reply to Simon Epstein by Eugene Dietzgen.

also by conditions of the market,” par-
ticularly by demand and_supply.

The “reward of lalfor,” properly
called wages or price for the nse of
labor-power, Is, according to  Mary'
angllysis, determined: ’

i (1) By the value of the laboe-power,

v oy
sistence necessary for the maintenance
of the Liborer.”

2y By an historieal and moral ele-
ment, as above referred to.

(3 By market conditions, by econo-
mic and political indluence, and especi-
ally by demand and supply.

I trust the above will suffice to show
that there exists no Marxian theory of
labor-time determining the \\':ngu.; of
the Iaborer, and that, consequently,
all conclusions drawn from the as-
sumption of its existence are futiie,

I only know of one passage in the
“eapital” that might mislead a cursory
reader to think that Marx tried to base
wiges on labor-time,  That passuage on
page 52 reads as follows:

“Let us now picture to ourselves,
by way of change, a community of
free individuals, earrying on  their
work with the means of production in
common, in which the labor-power of
-'l|! the different individuals is con-
sciously applied as the combined labor-
power of the community. The total
produet of our community is a social
product. one portion serves as fresh
Heans of production and remains so-
cial. - But another portion is consumed
by the members as means of subsist-
vnee, A distribution of this portion is
consequently necessary. The mode of
this distribution will' vary with the
productive organization of the com-
munity, and the degree of histarieal
development attained by the produc-
ers. - We will assume, but merely for
the sake of a parallel with _the nro-
auction or commodities, that the share
of each individunl producer in the
means of  subsistence is determined
by his Inbor-time, ete”  Mr. Ipstein
cays: “Lrutterly fail to see by what
standard of reduction one hour of
railroad manager's mock labor is made
cqual to 100 hours of a toiling opera-
tive™  Well, Marx failed to see sufli-
clent compensation for his “capital”
to pay for the matches he used for
!mlnin: his pipe or cigar while writ-
ing his great work., There i no sueh
“stundard ef reduction”™ set down in
the “capital” profusely. however, is
therein the eapitalist state of things
and conditions explained  that  insist
upon such “justice,”

\\'!ml Marx means on page T by that
“social process.” is further elueidated
on page S0, where he says:

“But without the leave, and behind
!ln' back, of our weaver, the old-fash-
uvlnml mode of weaving nnd{*rgovs a
chanee. The Iabor-time that vesterday
was, without doubt, socially .m»('o.s‘.\';lr‘\'
to the production of a yard of linen,

. ceases 1o he so to-day, ote”

Another slip of Mr. Epstein consists
in his intimation that Marx wanted to
lay down in his “capital” any ruies foe
the future Socinlist community, since
Marx only proposed to examine the
present capitalist mode of production,
In order 1o find its innate laws and the
road these laws point to a higher
mode of production,  Marx did not
particularly puzzle his mind about the
“labor-time™ wages of poots, artists.
philosophers, ete., and about the valug
of their produets, because they are
subject just as well as the rules :i]v iy -
ing to the wages and value of the [)l:n-
ducts of hod-carriers, street-sweepers,
refuse-carters, ete,  What Marx  set
out to do and what he achieved, was
the analysis of value, wages, capital,
ete.

Mr. Epstein undoubtedly knows that
alteady the capitalist system tends to
reduee the “compensation” of the “pro-
letariat of imtelligence” to a level with
the wages of the rest of the pro'etariat,
and that not a few of the profession-
als he mentions are to-day more poor-
Iy paid than many “ordinary hands.”
He will also admit that free edueation
to all children, including Tree board,
free  clothes,  free  school-iaterials
would still more lessen that difference
of value and wage between manual
and mental labor-power. Add to that,
fn-times to come, for everyone, philos-
ophers and poets not excepted, a
healthy physical exercise of a few
hours dally in socially necessary pro-
duction labor (horrible dicta for weak
nedves and brains!), and' what would
become of that difference
mental and manual labor? :

Undoubtedly, much trash.in “art”
and *sclence” would be replaced by

i 7 [Concluded on page 4 ]

v

“the value of the means of sub-

between
v
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SECURITY FOR SOCIETY.

The assassination of Elizabeth of
Austria was an act that is deplored by
every right-minded person throughout
the world., It was as unnecessary as
it will be unproductive of good. As a
result of it all, Europe, thrilled by the
cruelty of the deed, is asking the one

question: “How ecan soclety protect
jtself against anarchism?” The
answer to this question is simple

enough: Soclety must abolish illllu§-
trial anarchy. A system  which is
maintained by greed, fraud and brutal-
ity, will inevitably be attended with
desperate and brutal deeds. There is
security for society in one direction;
that lies in the recognition and practi-
cal acknowledgment by society itself
of the inalienable rights of man; the
right to live and to grow. Surprise is
expressed that all the recent anarchists
have been Italians; but there isilittle or
no surprise at the eruel and barbarous
treatment of the common people of
Italy, where oppressed beyond human
endurance, the Socialist leaders of the
people have had meted out to them
during three months of the present
summer over 1100 years of imprison-
ment! Socialists everywhere will de-
plore such acts as that which ended
the career of an innocent woman, but
they cannot fail to direct publie atten-
tion to the universal remedy for anar-
chism, which is Socialism.

GAVE THE GAME AWAY.

Governor Scofield of Wisconsin is a
wealthy lumberman, and when the
sash, door and blind workers' strike
was on at Oshkosh recently, he was
interested in a decidedly class-con-
cious way. He didn't need to take
the people to imbibe class-conscious-
ness, either. Naturally he was willing
enough to order the state militia to the
scene of the disturbance, and finally
his class-anxiety got the better of his
class-discretion, and he delivered him-
self of this very frank utterance to a
reporter: “I am of the opirion that
when the men find the soldiers are
still there to-morrow morning, more
of them will go to work, and in this
way the backbone of the strike will
soon he broken.” The troops were not
there, you see, to preserve the peace,
but to intimidate the men into going
back to work., and making them re-
alize how well prepared for emer-
gencies capitalism was! And so the
citizen-soldiers of the state, armed for
bloody work, if the command were
given, broke the backbone of the

strike.and men who earned but $2.70°

a week, some of them, and who only
struck to preserve the right of or-
ganization, went back to work, just
as the governor knew they could be
frightened into doing. And there are
many workingmen who will vote for
Governor Scofield, too! i

TRUTH WILL TRIUMPH,

The capitalist class of America seem
to pride themselves that by legality
they have banished justice from the
republic. Every defeat of working-
men strugeling to maintain a living
wage is hailed by them and their pros-
tituted journals with delight. Like
Cervantes, who thought he had
laughed the last dying breath out of
the body of civilization, they imagine
that the soul of Democracy is dead,
and that to them has forever been
given the privilege of making the laws
and determining the economic condi-
tion of seventy millions of ° people.
But. in spite of the apathy of the peo-

ple, the truth that the present system
is sustained by feaud, force and hypoc-
risy, in the interest of property and not
of humanity, {8 permeating slowly
through society. By and by the ex-
ploiting class, in the effete monarchies
of Europe and the rotten republic of
the West, will discover that nothing in
this wide world is so thoroughly alive
as the Democratic idea—the Idea that
people engaged in socially useful work
have a higher claim than Plutocrats
upon this planet and all that labor has
produced on it, What is now called
freedom, and the world's workers are
told to be contented with, Is a grinning
and ghastly farce.

Ring down the curtain!
Socialism!

AN UNAVOIDABLE EMBARRASS-
MENT.

Until we have heen able to build
up a formidable Socialist party in the
Unifed States, there will be ordeals
that we must pass through, and the
passing through of which will ¢all for
the truest kind of courage on the part
of our members, Once grown to coin-
manding proportions, these annoving
obstacles will, of their own accord,
fall away.

One of these embarrassing situntions
will be upon us this fall and will grow
out of the fact that it is almost in-
possible for a young party to enter
the palitienl arena—especially a party
for the laboring men--without inad-
vertently helping or hurting either one
of the old parties. There is no cseap -
from it. and the party that is hurt
will manifest the fact by charging that
onr party is managed as a sideshow
to the other old party. These charges
will doubtless eause misgivines on 1he
part of semée and may even keep some-
from  voting our ticket who would
otherwise do so. for the old partios
control the press amd we are not thps
able to defend ourselves aoainst sinn-
der. In localities where the Republi-
cans have hevetofore had a good many
workingmen's votes and where they
are in the lead, the appearance of the
Social Democratie Party in the field
will tend to reduce the Republican
vote and thus be a help to the Demo-
crats. Naturally. the Republicans will
howl, And so, also, where the Demo-
cerats are in the lead and our apprar-
ance in the field will draw votes away
from them and thus help the Repub
lieans—then the Democrats will  ery
out and give currency to rumors of
collusion and of selling out.

This being the c¢ase, what can we do?
Clearly, we can do nothing but bear
the  embarrassment
buoyed up by the hope that we will
soon have grown strong enoush to
have passed  beyond- the  poisoned
shafts of the old party liars. We must
not flinely or show that cowardice that
unfits men for martyrdom,

These thoughts are sugoested by a
seurrilous article which apoeared in
the Chicago Dirty Dispateh-Demoerat,
the organ of the County Demoeracy.
recently, in which it was eharged that
the Republican party was trying (o
induce the Social Democracy in Chi
cago to put up a ticket, so as to draw
votes from the Demoerats and thus in-
crease the chanees of Republican sue-
coss, While our own members wiil
not believe such rubbish, the faet re-
mains that here and there are persons
who may believe it, not having & elear
coneeption of the guilding motives of
the Socialists, and such persons think-
ing us corrupt like other parties, may
resist an inclination to east a ballot
in our favor. All this we must ex-
pect and be regigned to, A8 a matter
of fact, the true Socialist is indifferent
as to which one of the old parties is
in power. Both are corrupt and cap-
italistic and both present sham re
forms . to fool the voting hordes, If
we unavoidably help one or the other
parties, it makes no difference to the
oppressed people of the country, aml
so we cannot affard to lessen our fight
at the polls one iota, whichever of the
capitalist parties benefits by it. It is
capitalism we are fighting, and to us
the “Demoeratie” expression of capi-
talism or the “Republican” expression
of capitalism is all one and the same
thing., Which one is helped and whicn
one is hurt is no concern of ours.

THE MODERN TOOL.

Socialism has for its object the eman-
cipation of the human race from the
follies and vices of an imperfect con-
dition of society,a condition in which
few of the workers possess independ-
ent means of support.and millions of
their c¢lass scarcely obtain the neces-
saries of life, while the idlers hold the
mastery over luxurious plenty.

It proposes to do this by abolishing

Welcome

the wage system and correcting the |

unequal distribution of social wealth
by substituting the public or- collective
ownership of the means of production
and distribution in place of private
ownership.

The means of wealth, produetion and.
distribution ‘in any country are the
means of life to the people of that
country. Included in these means of
life are the land, the whole bounty of
nature, which is essential to every hu-
man heing, and the working eapital of
the country. !

Without their primitive tools. and
methods of production our ancestors
would have perished from the earth,
the race would have been extinet and
civilization wnknown. ;

As the rude implements of our fore-
fathers were essential to ther.ia, their

paticntly, heing |

lives and the perpetuation of society
being -absolutely dependent upon pos-
session of their means of life, so pos-
session of the modern means of: pro-
duction—the rude tools of the earlier
times developed into mighty machines
—i8 equally essential to the people
now. 5

We have come np from savagery; we
have outgrown the crude past;  we
Jknow something of invention and
science, of which we formerly knew
nothing: we have an ingenuity of brain
and a skillfulness of hand, to which,
in ‘our ruder state, we were strangers;
we are no longer the barbarians we
used to be, though there may be still
clinging about us some remnants of
‘our previous condition of servitude.

And with this eise and progress have

come higher aspirations, new concep-
tions of life and a new motive for liv-
ing, accompanied by new and maualti-
plied wants, The simple old tools have
gone forever out of use, and we are in
the power of new ideas.

In ourindustrial progress and devel-
opment we have transformed the im-
perfect tool of the individual into a
marvelously eflicient machine FOR so-
clety.

This latter is the most stupendous
fact in human history. The masses of
mankind are now divorced from the
means of production.  We have no
ownership in all that our labors and
our loves, our sacrifices and our suf-
ferings have created.

We cannot revert to the preearious
modes of subsistence of former times.
We eannot go back to individual pro-
duetion.  We are savages no longer,

We are joint helrs of all the results
af all our Iabor in the past. We shalt
either” come 8o possession of onr
heritage, the modern tools of produc-
tion, or progress will come to a stand-
sl while a just rewribution overtakes
all who use socinl eapital as an instro-
ment to gepress and degrade as.

Begarding  civilization as  the en-
foreed organization of food production
and distriburion, Soeialists urge as the

next historieally necessary step in eiv- |

ilization the restoration of the means
ol production and distribution to all
the peaple.

This is necessary to progress, ani 1s
demanded by justice,  The modern
tool enforces Socialism.

THE ALI’HA AND OMEGA OF
SOCIALISM IS THE TRANSFOR-
MATION OF PRIVATE COMPE!T-
ING CAPITAL INTO PUBLIC CO
OPERATIVE CAPITAL.—Dr. Albert
Schaettle, Austrian  Economist  and
Critie of Socialism.

MORE EXPLOITATION NOT THE CURE.

The idea that by trying to govein
and exploit the Orientals we shall es-

1

(disease of the human body-—of heart

“tom of some frightful social disedse, a

L iclde §s any kind of death directly or

cape the domestic problems which so- |

ceial unrest and discopient have made

{

prominent in recent years is worthy |

of the ostrich which seeks a sand hill
in whiech to hide its head when
placidity is threatened. We cannot es-
cape Socialism or any other ism by

|

its |

simply creating new troubles in an- |

other part of the workl. Germany's
imperial policy avails nothing In dim-
inishing the unrest of the masses at
home; in Fragee remote  dependen-
cies have not deereased the power of
radicalism: in England the problems
raised by workingmen  were never
mode pressing. If national unrest he
perilous, as so many imperialists he-
lieve, it will never be pacified by a
Jarge standing army. enormous taxes
and the glamor of Oriental possessions.
What we must do is to open our eves
and frankly face the great problems,
and study the solutions which are of-
fered—especially the solution of So-
cinlism, whose large increase in Ger-
many is one of the phenomena of the
aze, and which in both England and
the United States scems surely rising
to proportions which make it impos-
sible to ignore.—Springfield (Mass.) Re-
publican.

$20,000,000 T0 RAILROADS,

A staff correspondent of the Chicago
Journal, writing on the management of
the war, says:

“Since war was declared the rail-
roads of the country have drawn from
the national treasury, through Secre-
tary Alger's ‘kindness’ in some  in-
stances, nearly £20,000,000. This enor-
mous sum has been paid out for mobil-
ization and transportation of troops,
the freighting of supplies, ete,

“The relations between‘eailroads and
the war department have been so close
that their contracts for the carrying of
troops have been kept secret, and the
public has had no ¢hanee to know
what was going on behind the scenes.”

THE DANGER FOINTED OUT.

Mme. Adam, one of the best known
French women writers and editor of
the Nouvelle Revue, siys of the dan-
gers and burdens of a great military
establishment: .

“I regard this new departure as full
of perils to America—first, in her rela-
tions with the powers; secondly. in the
graver consideration of national unity,
thereby aaising dangers to the people's
liberty. The creation of a large stand-
ing army seems to me the worst ealam-
ity that can befall a people. If I had
the honor to be an American citizen I
should demand that the nation im-
prison as Iunatics those men who pro-
pose to inflict on it the curse which till
now the great republic has had the
good fortune to escape.”

.But times of revival of eivic consclous-
‘ness and virtnes are always character-

SUICIDE AND INDUSTRIAL ANARCHY.

¢ The absolute and relative growth of
suicide in our modern times in all civi-
lized countries of Europe is simply ap-
paling. For lack of space we will
glance at a few figures relating to
France only:
YEARLY AVERAGE OF SUICIDES.
Per 1,000,000 of In-

Year, Absolute. bapitants,
1827-1830 1,7 54
1831-1835 2,119 64
1836-1840 - 2,074 76
1841-1845 2,952 . 85
1846-1850 3,446 - R I
1851-1855 3,639 100
1856-186G0 4,002 110
186G1-1865 4,661 124
186G-1869 5,207 1356
1872-1875 5,471 150
1876-1880 6,250 168
1881-1885 7,209 " 193
1856G-1890 8,268 216°

By itself suicide is not a very impor-
tant phenomenon, somebody may say.
True enough., But dropsy, for instance,
is not a very important sickness by
itselr, in fact no sickness at all, but a
grave symptom of a frightful organic

dise So is suicide a - grave symp-
memento mori to the existing social
system  itsel The tremendous  in-
crease of sficide shows  beyond any
doubt that the whole social body is
organically unsound. T.et us now ana-
lvze the cnuses of suicide amd see i€ we
cannot learn something useful about
the social organie disease produeing it.
IFiest of all we have to agree upon the
definition of snicide. What is suicide?
The celebrated Frenel sociologist. I
Duerkheim, defines it as follows: “Su-

indirectly resulting from active or pas-
sive actions (for instancee  abstention
from food) of a person perpetrated by
it in full knowledze of the inevitable-
ness of the consequences,”  This defi-
nition exeludes the nneonscious suicide
of a lunatie and includes the .death of
“martyrs, dying for convietions, or a
mother--for her child,” Suicide is not
aceidental. it is subjected to certain
social laws, as any other phenomenon
of human life and dedth. In each
soclety there exist “suicidal eurrents,”
whose streveth and dimensions are de-
termined and conditioned by the pecu-
liarities of the soecial steucture itself to
such an extent as to be a fixed feature
of this structure.. The average of
suicides for the period 1840-1870 was in

vidual table of the sovereign personak

FFrance 23 per thousand, in England |
22, Denmark 20, Ttaly 51, and Austria |
32, The difference between these |
numbers is exceedingly small, being .
equal to 1-1% per eent, only. The gen- |
eral mortality, however, in these coun- |
tries fluctuates in still narvower limits, |
1-11; per cent. But the most discour-
agzing features of this analysis is the.
faet that while the tendeney of natural
mortality is unmistakably in the diree-
tion of a ecommon level and fixedness
for long periods and in different coun-
tries, the average of suieldes is alarm-
ingly progressing. A eareful studv of
the cosmic. organie. psvehieal, raeial,
religious and economical eauses of sui-
cides leads to the conclusion of their
subordinate and secondary importance.
The main factor of the inerease or de-
erease of suicide in a given time and
society is the degree of its integration
or digintegration.  In other words, any-
thing and everything tending to unite
man—diminishes the number of  sui-
cides and viee versa. Duerkheim dis-
tinguishes two kinds of suielde (what
he ealls the “anomie” kind of suicide
is only n subdivision, according to our
view., of the egotistic kind-of suicide
and we allow ourselves the liberty of
omitting it as a  separate  category)
namely: 1, the egotistic, and 2, altru-
istic. Egotistic suicide is the conse-
quence of the boundless expansion of
personal inclinations, desires and in-
terests in conjunction with a perfect
absenes of consciousness of soeial obli-
zations and duaties, Our contemnorary
society, with its pronounced indiv'dual-
istic tendencies and  extremely loose
social  consciousness, is  extremely
favorable for the growth of egotistie
suicides. Altruistic suicides are per-
formed by persons whose individual
ambitions and desires are very little
developed in comparison  with  con-
seionsness of kind and the collective
interests of the society they helong. to.
The archaiec communes formed the
most favorable field for such kinds of
suicide.  And even in our time some
exceptional  personalities consciously
saerifice their lives on the altarof some
grand’ idea.  Altruistic suicides are
possible only in highly integrated so-
cieties, ,
Family ties are to a great extent a
safecuard against suicide. but mainly
sp far as it fulfills its task, that is as
far as it is blessed with a progeny.
This safezuard is directly proportional
in its efficiency—to the number of
children.  The number of snicides
among childless married women, for
instanee, is considerably higher than
that among unmarried women of the
same age, It is the integrating power |
of mutual attachment that makes the
family a safeguard against suicide.
The same is noticeable in the relation
of the citizen to the state. Civie disin-
tegration always leads to an increase
of suicides as it was in the time of the
fall of the Roman empire during
Casar's—the decline of anclent Greece
and before the great French revolution.

ized by a fall in the number of sui-
cides. Even great social perturbances
and popular jwars leading to an im:

mense loss of life and destr
property work in the same
as can- be illustrated by the.
French revolution, the revolut
1848, the time of:the Prusso.
war and commune. . The gt
against a common danger: unite
ple and makes them feel as ynit
great whole. Religious bodies—g
as they are an integrating poy
entirely independent of their eth
philosophical value—counteract 'y
wise the tendency to suicide,
Industrial  disturbances form
arena for great increases in the
ber of suicides, as is shown
crisis in Germany during the go.p
“Gruendertheim” following the i
over France, by the collapse of
Catholic bank of Bontoux'in, 1882
many others. It is not poverty |
drives people to suicide, but the
omic insecurity and constant p
sions, popularly speaking, the
and’ “downs” of so-called “prosp
and “hard times.” In primitive
ties the individual amounted to
ing, while the social group was e
thing. The enslaving of the pe
ity to the community was highly ung
vorable to any kind of progress,
reaction against this  ancient
was natural. The emancipation of
individual from the yoke of the:
munity advanced rapidly in oue il
time and seemingly did not run its en.
tire  course. The Manchester 0
ave to  extreme individualism g |
quasi-scientific  sanction. Even the
theory of evolution was dragged by iy
hair for the same purpose. Prodhe
and . Krapotkin reduced the
called “liberalism™ to the absurdity of
anarchism. Aceording to them the
dividuality should be everything, wh
the community  shall be left to exist
from the crumbs falling from: the fndk
ity, If allowed to exist at all. Ty
whom shall belong the future? To
sovereign  personality or to the sg
ereign community? But is there speh 8
an alternative?  Could not both-ex.
tremes be united, without any injury
to tlie sovereignty of any of them? In
deed the hypertrophy of the persongl
interests in our modern society leags
nst as safely to social disintegration |
and suicide as the atrophy of It in
primitive societies to stagnation  and
degeneration. The  real remedy
against hoth extremes is scientifie
clalism, the application of the results
of the scientific study of society to the
practical purposes of the reorganiza~
tion of society on new, sound and
rational principles of brotherly €0-0p-
eration. The prineiple  *“home homini
Iupus™ of the present social system of
zo-ological struggle for existence has
to be replaced by solidarity, the savage
campetition by enlichtened emuls
The industrial anarchy and speculation’
in trade shall be regulated accord
to strict principles of supply, dem
and rules of equity. The fut
belongs to o Socialistic  structure
society, in which each individual mem-
ber shall, with full conscionsness afd’
without any physical eoercion,
from purely rational motives and ethi- |
cal emotions, co-operate according to
his powers with other fellow eiti 1
with the clear purpose of furthering
directly the common and indirectly hig
own private weal and happiness. The
means leading to such a bright future
are i the hands of all productive
members of our commonwenlih.
us make society a special object of onr
study, let us build and maintain trade
unions and other professional organizs-
tions, let us use our civie rights a§
voters intelligently and  consclens:
tiously, nad the results will not fail to !
Come our way. i ‘
ISADOR LADOF

y.
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THE FRUIT OF GREED.

Under . the title of “Every Day B
Blackest Birmingham: Faets, not F
tion,” the Rev, J. T. Bass, viear of
Laurence, has put forth a  heartrel
ing aceount (largely in the words
others) of the state of his poor parh
The Birmingham Daily Post speaks
it as the “poorest parish i Birmin
ham, and probably in Englan
Words cannot describe the appa
poverty and misery in the paris
Out of 1,225 families 700 are in win
often in the receipt of poor law rell
The viear often relieves 500 mo
The women are ignorant of cookin
and dne actually threw away
tapioca which was given her beca
she did not know what to do with
The death-rate is double that fn mo
respectable parts of the town, Hard
any of the people ever sit down tb
meal at a table, but take their me:
food sitting on the doorsteps.
is an account of the atmospher
Laurence has an atmosphere: sa
ve unique in the British Isles, jf 1
in Europe or the world at lzli‘zeJ
air—what little there is of it—is/lad
at times with an embarrassing v
ety of stenches, rivalling in quality,
not in number, tfe seventy separaté
and - distinet varieties of notorions
Cologne. Close by the vicar's lod
and the church is a fetid and sl
canal, the vapors from which are 8t
plemented by the exhalations of
chemical works. But the acii-charg
air and the mephitic canal are
forced by a horse-slaughtering es
lishment, tvhich boils down, pert
thirty ‘horses a day. Windows mi
be kept perpetually closed by
of the external effluvia. Tt isa
where _the Tophet-smoke of tube
fronworks is the most wholesome
gredient of the air they breathe.”
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subject for discussion is
sng-talked-of wunion of So-
} tions into one strong
:ﬁﬁ has been made more
still by the recent attempt
8. L. P. to boycott the Appeal
n. All'this talk has raised a
hazy idea of uncertainty about
mmediate future of the two par-
that I do not xelish. The Social
tie Party was not organized
‘mere protest against the bossism
exists in the 8. L. P, nor as a
grary asylum for scientific So-
who were waiting until the
broadened its tactics and soft-
wn its bullyragging methods
» could conscientiously enlist
that banner. I do not believe
are infested with “temporary”
bers, for at best such fellows are
' Jittle value to the party. Still
ent from the way some So-

n organized fight on capitalism
scions Socialistic lines. Talk
Joining the 8. L. P. in case Mr.
is dethroned is nonsense. It
be much better to talk of the
, jeining us, for we do not bear
shed name, and the 8. L. P.
'No pleading under the heavens
tore the S. L. P. in the good
of trades union men; it has
100 lenz-to muss up the trades
ovement. Not so with the So-
mocracy. We find the unions
to enlist under our banner and
ort our Socialistic programme.
have a rest from this nonsense
Joining the 8, I.. P. We are just
uch a stable party as the 8. L. P.
are not organized to fight the S.
. P, or any of its leaders. We stand
for definite principles and for decent
tactics in promulgating those princi-

Now don't misunderstand me. I do
- mot say I do not want to see the So-
cialists united. 1 think it a seandal
that they are not, but there are rea-
sons why they are not. The two or-
gapizations stand for different tem-
peraments, and I do not think it is
oing to be an easy thing to weld them
together. Even if by vote the two
emberships decided to unite, the tem-
ments would still be the same.
It would be a marriage of hostile na-
es, and the fighting would only be
¢ closer range—flatirons and dishes
stead of words!
And so it seems to me that the only
Bope of union will lie in a gradual
thange in the temperaments. As the
it against capitalism gets Lotter we
get nearer together under the
n interest. It will not be many
i before the two capitalist parties,
¢ Republicans and the Democrats,
i« will unite to, keep the workers down.
‘Then no ‘seons in the world can
keep the Socialist hosts from present-
ing a united front to the enemy. So,
It seems to me that umion will come
naturally and in its own good time.
do not overlook the fact that there
are many fine fellows in the 8. L. P,
They will come to us just as soon as
-become sure that we are stable.
Some have already come, and it is my
private opinion that as time goes on
 the Social Democracy will wax big
strong and the S. L. P. will
dle because of its inherent in-
erance. .
T % »

The 8. L. P. hasn't sweetened by
possible—tho' quite improbable—
turning down of Mr. DeLeon. It must

progeny of little Deleons all over
the country, encouraged and nourished
by the biz one in New York. They
have chosen a had ideal, it is true,

they are enthusiastic  just  the
same, and with them the S, L. P. is
. more important than Socialism. They

e party zealots to the point of
fanaticism, and having had their
worser natures cultivated, it is ques-
Honable if they can be won back to
the lines of civility and true brother-
. This must not be forgotten.

. P. temperament is I will make a
quotations from the corvespond-
column of the New York organ,
People. specimens of the “Deleon-
‘good nature,” Listen to this fine
ample of brotherly love:

f Debs were to apply for mem-
ip to Section Pittsburg he would
refused. and 1 have no doubt such
ld be the case in most other places
... Debs ‘admitted to some

comrades in Philadelphia last
that he would join the 8. I, P.

was a salary in it. . . . Debs
make a good drum major for a

band."—H. A. Goff.
t an amiable, fair-minded man
r. Goff must be! No wonder he
the movement for a Co-operative
ionwealth; he would make such
high-minded member of one. A

‘his own character. A year ago
People said editorially that Com-
Debs traveled on railway passes.
ealled on to substantiate the

o

| the falsehood, and the man that made

s ‘a Missouri “Socialist”

be forgotten that there is a whole

ust to show what the dominant

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC HERALD.

charge, the editor refused to retract

the demand was forthwith visited
with contemptuous treatment. So you
can't expect much from the big or the
little DeLeons. That those who know
Comrade Debs’ nature are deeply
pained at these falsehoods goes with-
ont saying, Down deep in their
hearts his detractors know that he
possesses one of the most unselfish
natures to .be found anywhere; they
know that a more conscientious man
does not breathe, and that-te is wear-
ing himself out in the cause of human-
ity. What sort of a nature can it be
that would allow its party spleen to go .
to such ignoble lengths? But I want
to make a few more quotations. Here
who: says
some uncharitable things about the
Appeal to Reason, and concludes with
this cholce ebullition of good fellow-
ship:  “We look to the party organ
to warn us of these deyvils.” M. T.
Berry of Haverhill calls our party “a
flank movement of capitalism.” And
the woest of it is that probably this
man who rushes into print to call So-
icalists names probably really believes
that we merit the term he flings at us.
Certainly, he, as a self-respecting mili-
tant Socialist, would not join forces
with us.

And so it seems to me that fusion
between the two parties is as yet an
idle dream. The most I can see as
possible, is that there might be federa-
tion for the purpose of putting up joint
candidqes for elections, and even that
seems femote.  In England they are
having the same trouble, An attempg
has been made to fuse the Soclal Dem-
ocratic Federation  (the Hyndman
Party) with the Independent Labor

arty, which is made. up of the
Fabians and men like Blatchford and
Kier Hardie. In spite of an apparent
ability to bring fusion about, the ques-
tion arises whether it is wise to bring
together incompatible elements. Mem-
bers of both parties fear that it will
be at best a divided household. And
a divided household will not hel;. he
canse very inuch. So the probability
is that the two parties will rewmain dis-
tinet while maintaining friendly rela-
tions. We can hope-for little better
here just mow.

THE PHILOSOPHER.

THE ALPIIA AND OMEGA OF
SOCIALISM IS THE TRANSFOR-

MATION OIF
ING CAPITAL

PRIVATE COMPET-

INTO PUBLIC CO-
OPERATIVE CAPITAL.—Dr. Albert
Schaeflle, Austrian  Economist and
Critic of Socialism.

HOW ONE MA:x SAVED HIS LIFE.

Dear Herald:—Will you please carry
this little true story to the good com-

rade in St. Louis who is still deplor-
ing the split, believing it could have
been avoided if the bolters had acted
differently—and to some others like
him elsewhere,

A man whom I used to know was
out chopping in the woods in the
northern part of Ontario one frosty
winter's day, a good many years ago.
The snow lay deep on the ground, The
thermometer was away below  zero
and the man was all alone in the
woods. He had just cut through one
huge trunk till it was ready to fall,
and prepared to jump aside out ot
its way.' DBut unfortunately he was
not quick enough. The falling tree
struck him and bore him downs with
it, the trunk falling across his foot
and ankle, ¢erushing, them horribly and
pinning him firmly to the icy ground.
There was no one within a mile to
hear his cries for help, and he could
not extricate himself. Soon he real-
ized by the numbing of the pain that
the imprisoned limb was rapidly freez-
ing. What was he to do? Lie there
passively and let the slow torpor of
freezing steal over his frame, numbing
his senses till life was extinet? Not
he. The felow had the nerve, the
clear grit, to take his own axe and
awith his own hands cut off the crushed
and frozen foot above the ankle, bind
up the stump with his red bandana
and woolen mufiler, and drag himself
home on his hands and knees, minus
a foot, it is true, but-alive.

Our friend in St. Louis will hold up
his hands in horror and say: “That
was no way to amputate a foot! 'The
man should bave gone to a hospital
and been put under chloroform. He
should have had a skilled suregon

“with the most improved surgical in-

struments to perform the operation.
He should have had trained nurses to
dress and bandage the leg and keep
the patient perfectly quict for days.
It was barbarous to multilate his
body, anyway. If he had acted other-
wise the foot might have been saved.”
The bolt may not have been *accord-
ing to Hoyle,” but it was the only way
of saving the life of the organization,
and, what is still more important,
maintaining the honor of the name of:
Socialism, for which so many, many
brave comrades hive gladly given up
liberty and life nseli’t ’n otherv::uds
, and may yet in our own.
ol MARGARET HAILE.

THE ALPHA AND OMEQA‘\‘()F
SOCIALISM IS THE 'l‘llA!\bl'Olt‘-
MATION OF PRIVATE COMPET-
NG CAPITAL INTO PUBLIC CO-
OPERATIVE CAPITAL.~-Dr. Albert
Schaeffle, Austrian Economist and
Critic of Socialism.

hen ope man can hold a million,
aczs of land against the natural right.
of a million men to use it, property in
land has become a trying evil.

THAT INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION.

I note with no little surprise the
communication of Adolph Hepner in
the Herald of September 10. How
any class-consclous Soclalist can hope
for any good from a body originating
as this does, is more than I ean compre-
hend, and it seems to me that the com-
rade must be possessed of a wonder-
fully well developed “bump” of hope,
or egotism.

As the officer of a labor organiza-
tion, I issued a circular two years ago,
urging our members to use their influ-
ence with their Congressman and
Senators to kill the thing, designating
it as a “Soft Snap Bill,” and that is
what it was, and. is,

The father of the bill is Thomas W,
Phillips, who represented the Twenty-
fifth Pennsylvania District in the
Fifty-fourth Congress. The district
that Matt Quay lives in. Don't over-
look that. Who Is Phillips? Let me
quote you a little from his biography
as printed in the Congressional Direct-

“Shortly after the discovery of petro-
leum entered the oil pusmess, and in
company with his brothers bhecame
prominently identified with the petrol-
eumn industry, under the. firm name of
Phillips Bros.; when the IProducers’
rotective Assoclation was formed, in
1887, was elected president of the as-
sociation without opposition, and con-
tinned to serve in that ecapacity for
three years: is president of the Citi-
zens' National Bank of New Castle,
and president of the c¢lecirie street rail-
way of the same place.”

Not being a member of the present
Congress, the I'resident has appointed
him one of the nine “civilian” mem-
bers of the commission, each of whom
is to receive $3,600 a year and ex-
penses. The commission  serves  for
two years.

In the original bill thére were to he
five men to represent eaeh, agriculture,
labor and business, cach five were to
select two more for each division, and
ecach division was autherized to select
a secretary at a salary of $200 per
mounth, and a legal adviser at a salary
the same as each member of the com-
mission, viz., $5,000 per year, and ex-
penses.

A detailed history of the progress of
this bill would be  most interesting
document to hand down to posterity.
It enlisted all the scheming, place-
hunting fakirs in labor, farm and in-
dustrial organizations, who have used
every possible scheme to push it along,

as wiell as to push for a posish on the |
commission. * But as it finally passed, |

it eurtailed the snaps t¢ such a degree
that many who labored hard for the
interest of the poor laboring man !)
are now thinking — -—! or words
to that effect.

Five Senators and five Representa-
tives, with the uine eivilians, now
compose the commissjoni” and those
who are supposed to represent labor
are Frank P. Sargent of the Railway
Firemen,
the United Mine Workers, both pure
and simple trades unionists.

This commission is to travel over the
country and take testimony and hear
suggestions, and then;make a report
to Congress. In the meantime 1 sup-
pose the politicians will now tell us
to keep quiet and stap our agitation
until we hear the report of the com-
mission, which will tell us what is the
matter, and how to secure a return to
“prosperity”—that funny old thing.

How many rémember that in 1883,
Senator Blair of New Hampshire
headed a committee of the United
States Senate, which went from one
end of the country to the other, set-
ting in all the chief industrial cénters,
where all who chose eould come to air
thelr ideas and opinions, and they were
empowered to send for any who were
not so inclined? The result was print-
@d in fonr ponderous volumes and dis-
tributed lavishly over the country. I
received several sets, but kept only
one, and [ assure you I find lots of
comfort reading the testimony of such
fellows as Jay Gould, Chauncey Depew
and others of like flk. All classes and
conditions of people are represented.
The Socialists selected Dr. A. Douai
to present their position, and his testi-
mony is found in Vol. 2,

I predict that the work of this com-
mission will be nothing more than a
revision of the matter found in the
report of the Blair Committee, and
will result in no more good to the peo-
ple.

I have come to think that an ap-
pointive office is nothing more than a
bribe to the working class, and I think
the trades and laubor unions of St.
Louis are to be congratulated on the
constitutional provision they have pro-
vided against such indorsements. »

When the working class elect men of
their class: to office there will be no
need of petitions and abpeals for the
appointment of friends. :

Spurn the sop of appointment. and
fight for the election of men of your
own class.  Fraternally,

CHAS., R. MARTIN.

Tiffin, Ohio.

If members who change their ad-
dress will prompily notify this office,
they will receive "The Herald and be
saved the time and expense of writ-
ing to know why they don't get the
paper.

Every member who receives The
Herald should regard it as a duty to
the party to secure one or more sub-
seriptions at 50 cents per year. The
paper is yours, and the movement will
grow with.its circulation.

and Mike D. Ratechford of.

BRANCH MEETINGS.

[Notices of Branch 'Meedngs inserted for
per month.]

Colorado Eranch No. 1, of the Social Dem-
ocratie Party, meets every Sunday eve at
Conservatory of Muslc,, 14th and Arapahoe,
Denver, Colo., 8 p. m. Halse:
man; Mrs., M’Arlnn Steele, Secretary.

Branch 1 of Illinols, Chicago, meets eve
Wednesday evening. l-'r‘uol;k \\'bllne',\z
Reanoke bullding, secretary.

Branch No. 6, Indiana, meets first Satur-
day (svonlnzi' and 3 Sunday afternoon of each
month, at Reichwain's Hall, corner Market
and Noble streets, Indianapolis, .

, J. ZORN, Becretary.

Branch No. 3, St. Louls, meets second
and fourth Tuesduys at 13th and ‘Wyoming
strdets, Wm, Ruesche, secrelary, lowa
avenue.

1

Branch No. 2 Ohio,”Cleveland, meets In
Stengel’s Hall, corper Monrop and Pearl
streets, every Monday evening.

Branch 1. Philadelphin; meets every Sat.
urday, § {b. m., City Hall, North Ilaza.
The branch Issues a call for a general con-
ference of Philadelphia Soclalists for Fri-
day, 8 p. m., September 30, at 223 North
Twelfth Street.

Branch No. 11, Milwaukee, meets second
and fourth Wednesdays, at 614 State street.
J(u(‘ol: Hunger, secretary, 614 Chestnut
street. ‘4

Branch 12, Milwaukee, meets every first
and third Thursday of the month at Volk-
mann's Hall, corner of Twenty-firsi and
Centre streets at 8 p. m. Edward Koepfer,
secretary.

Milwaukee Central Commlitiee of the So-
cial Democratic Party of Amerliea meets
first and third Mondays at 8 o'clock sharp
nt 614 State street. Frederic Heath, secre-
tary, John Doertler, treasurer.

SPECIAL NOTICE

The dues of members are  payable
quarterly in advanee, on or before the
first day of January, April, July and
October. Trues for the second quarter,
20 cents per member, are  therefore
payable at the office of the National
Seeretary, 126 Washington street, Chi-
cago, 1L, at any time from now to Oc-
tober 1. Jt is important that 1he
prompt collection and remittance  of
dues he attended to by Branch organi-
zations, and the Executive Board urges
immediate action to insure the pay-
ment of all dues within the next ten
days.

Saturday, September 24, the com-
rades of Beanch 12, Milwaukee, will
give their second grand entertainment
and ball at 8 p. m.. in Volkmann's Hall,
at the corner of Twenty-first and Cen-
ter streets,  All comrades in Milwauo-
kee are cordially invited.

- kS *

Branch No. 6, Indianapolis, is in good
working order and the outlook for new
members is beight., The Branch has a
fine meeting place in a central loeation.
The great need of the movement in In-

Butler, Chair-

dinnapolis is more active workers in |

the field, but the comrades are work-
ing with a will and promise a new
branch at an carly day.

b - *

Two designs for a party button have
heen received. They are from Com-
aades Chas, 17, Martin and J. C. Wibel,
and will bd submitted, with any others
that may be suggested, to the exeen-
tive board.

- » -

The prompt eollection and remittance
of quarterly dues is a matter that
should be taken up at once by the
hranches. Thies are payable on or be-
fore October 1,

- x * =

Texas joins our forces with a new
branch at Houston and a strong orga-
nization will be had there in a short

time,
®* ® =%

The mayor of Erie, Pa., refused per-
mission to Comrade 8. Levin of New
Jersey 1o speak on the streets.  The
comrade is reported to be doing good
work for the party and there is no
doubt of his ability to rattle the aver-
age “Mr. Mayoe.”

o L *»

Milwaukee, Sept. 12-~The Social
Democerats of Milwaukee nominated
the following congressional and county
ticket to-night:

For Congress (Fourth Dist.)—Louis
A. Arnold. '

For Sheriffi—Charles A. Blodgett. -

For Clerk of Courts-—Nicholas B,
Schwin.

For County Clerk—IF. W. Rehfeld.

For County Teeasurer—Ihilip Siegel.

For Register of Deeds—Gustave
Richter. ;

For County Surveyor—-Carl Male-
weki.

For Coroner—I'red Bruckhuesen.

The convention was held in the hall
of the United States Brewery Workers,
which was filled. A feature of the
evening was the presence of two com-
rades from Sheboygan, Socialist Edi-
tor Osecar Toebel, and Socialist Alder-
man Emil Mohr, -

Of the candidates chosen, Comrade
Arnold is a stenographer, Comrade
Blodgett a painter. and Comrade Rich-
ter, the seeretary of the entire organi-
zation of brewery workers of the city.
The other occupations represented are
those of horseshoer, die sinker, brew-
ery teamster, shoe dealer and cigar-
maker.

‘From now until election the United
Brewery Workers' Hall will serve as
a party headquarters, the local central
committee meeting there every Mon-
day evening. M.

MASSACHUSETTS NOTES.

- Branches No. 1 and 8, whose head-
quarters were located very near to-
gether, have consolidated for greater
efficiency in work and greater econ-
omy in expenditure. A more thorough
and vigorous working up of the sec-
tion of the city covered by these two
branches will be one good result of
united action,

The Lynn branch has a delightful
way of holding its business meetings
in some one of the numerous groves
accessible from™ that place. They
gather at about ome o'clock on

0 Sunday afternoon’ at Spring Pond

or High Rock, bringing lunch with
them, and I notice they are never in
a hurry to go away, This combination
of business and pleasure works ad-

mirably and fosters the social spirit -

among the members.

Last week 1 said that the special
car to take the Boston- folks to the
joint picnic on the 1SthAeft the corner
of Court and Hanover streets at 10

a: gn, A day or two after 1 sent that .

ndtice the subway was completed and
the rest of it opened to the public..
This makes the Scollay Square en-
trance to the subway the starting
point for Lynn. It is practically the
same” corner, only we start  under-
ground instead of on the surface.
Comrades will please bear in mind the
change when selling tickots.

The meeting on the Common last
Sunday was interesting and successtul,
Comrades  Porter and  Spillane  ad-
dressed a large and  atrentive audis
ence and a lot of Heralds and Merrie
Englands were sold,

. BOSTON:

LABOR DAY IN BALTIMORE.

It fine weather and large crowds
go to make a Labor Day celebration
i sneeess, then the Baltimore Federa-
tion of Labor is to be congratulated
upon its success at Meeter's Park on
September 5.

Af, on the contrary, the success of
a Labor Day celebration consists in

arousing in the breast of the
warkers - a  feeling  of  discontent

with present conditions, and a desire
to change those conditions and re-
place them with higher and nobler
ones; i success consists in showing,
the reason and necessity for trade
unions as growing out of the class
antagonism in capitalist  society;  if
suceess consists in making the work-
ers conscious of the opposing interests
of the capitalist and working classes
and inspiring a confidence in their
own ability to accomplish their eman-
cipation, then the celebration at
Meeter's Park was a grand and mag-
nificent failure.

It was with a feeling of disappoint-
ment and sadness that the writer lis-

{tened to the speeches on that ocea-

ston,  Instead of hearing words of fire
that would rouse the workers to re-
bellion against the system and the
class that are responsible for the terri-
ble conditions that beset the working
class, there was only fulsome praise
of the conservative nature of the Bal-
timore IPederation  of Labor. The
orator of the day was Hugh O’Donnell
of Homestead fame, and his speecft
which he read from manuseript was
no exception to those who preceded
him. AIl through it bristled with such
expressions as these: “The A. I, of L.
is an orvganization whieh has won the
confidence of the employers.” “The
Baltimore F. of I. is dominant, yet
not aggressive or unmindful of the

rights and liberty of the ecapitalists,” .

“Baltimore is the best organized eity
in the country.” Indeed, such was the
tenor of his remarks that it seemed at
times that he might be joking. It was
strange, indeed. to hear such® words
from one who had taken such a promi-
nent part in the historic Homestead
strike. That it taught him no lesson
is painfully apparent.

There was no enthusiastie applause.
The audience listened as though there
was  something wanting which the
speaker would supply later on. But
they listened in vain. Once only did
the applause appear hearty and spon-
taneous, and this was when he men-
tioned Socialism, not to speak ip its
favor to be sure, but to declare it im-
practical. The applause the word
called forth show that many in the
audience were of a different opinion.
This, in econnection with the manner
in  which “~The Herald  was received,
1.000 copies of which we distributed,
was the redeeming feature of the cele-
bration, and showed if the leaders are
not, the rank and file are ready to re-
celve the gospel of Socialism. The
trades unions are a promising field of
agitation, and our efforts should be re-
doubled toward extending our propa-
ganda in this direction. In ‘the lan-
guage of Comrade Debs in his Labor
Day article, “The trades unions are
ours, built by our labor and. con-

secrated by our suffering, and we pro- '

pose that they shall serve the noble
purpose for which they were intended
by rescuing them from those who
would dwarf and restrain and subvert
them, that they may pursue unfettered
their march to emancipation.” Then,
indeed, will Labor Day celebrations
be successful, but in a different man-
ner from the one of September 5.
g WM, A. TOOLE.
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NUDDY-BRAINED PEOPLE.

The people is a beast of muddy brain,

That knows not its own strength, and
therefore stands i

Loaded with wood and iron, the pow-

erless hands .
Of a mere child guide it with bit and
reing

: break

One kiek would be enough t
the chain. ‘ :
But the beast fears, and what the child
demands
It does, nor its own terror understands,
Confused and stupetied by bugbears
vain. !
Most wonderful! With its own hands
It ties and gages itself, gives itself life
and war
For pence doled out by kings
own store. i
Its own are all things between earth
and heaven; {
But this it knows not, and if one arise
To tell this truth, it kills him unfor-
given, Jo
—(Campanella (an Italian monk), A. D.
1600, :

DISCONTENT MAKES FOR PROGRESS.

*The Nation,]" in its issue of July 14,
hax the followlng criticism to offer as
to Socialism: |

“The western part of *The Work-
ers,! by «Walter A, Wyckoff, in
Seribner's, does not attract so much
attention as did the eastern ¢hapters,
This is partly because the ‘experience’
is no longer in Kind very new, and
partly because the ‘labor problem’ is
for the time being made by the war a
secondary interest.  In o the | current
number we are among old friends—the
Anarchists  and  Socialists—and  Mr.,
Wyckol? gives a curious picture of the
interior of a sweat-shop, where the
ficrcest passions are aroused, not by
the lowness of the wages, but by the
order of the inspector to ‘elean-up.’
A young Jew, hisx Cwollish  eyes
ablazéNgvith the sense of sharp injus-
tice,” calls out: ‘You tell us we've got
to keep clean—what time have we to
keep elean when it's all we ean do to

*mm its

et bread? Don't talk to us about
disease; it's bread we're after; bread!”

What the bearing of this on the doc-
trines of  Socialism may  be is not
stated: but we have no doubt that the
reseutment of the dirty at the idea of
being made to Keep clean when their
minds are fixed ow more important
things, is a real diflicnlty with which
reformers have to contend. The clean
are always inelined to impute to the
workers a desirve for everything which,
in their own ideals, civilization and
Iuxury ‘connote; but where an indif-
ference to dirt exists, how far can this
be safe? 'This brings us back to the
cynical crux: You wish to elevate the
masses by giving them thiongs that
they don’t want now, and cannot in
the nature of things want uniil you
have established for a class debarred
from wealth the standards of the
wealthy., Instead of improving the
world you are making it discontented.
To this the old-fashioned reformer
had a good reply: be could say that
wherever he had planted the seeds of
individual desire for cleanliness, he
had in so far made the world better;
the rest was with God. But what has
the Socialist to say about it? My,
Wyckoff is not a Socialist, and merely
describes.™

The above is a very good specimen
of the bourgeois mind in its attitude
f®oward Socialism.  For the only clear
thing about the criticism is that the
writer is not clear on the. subject of
which he writes, yet has the instinctive
itching of his class to impede the on-
ward march of the movement by
spreading, what to him, "seem valid
doubts,  Of course, he does not see
what bearing the famished condition
of the incessant toilers has on the
problem of c¢leanliness, nor just how
the matter of cleanliness concerns So-
cialism. - And he asks how far it is
safe (!) to talk ideals to the degraded
toilerd. for this, he thinks. tends not
to improve the world, but to make it
discontented.  (Alem!) So discontent
is n bad thing, is it? We always sup-
posed that it was dis¢ontent that made
for progress (and we think so still). If
the down-trodden and dispossessed are
too brutalized to imbibe idenls of clean-
liness of body and mind, then, thank
the gods, we can still make them dis-
contented with their wretchedly long
hours and famine pay. Such a discon-
tent will serve our ends very well, for
it is the whole society we are dealing
with. Soeclety is to blame for the ab-
ject condition of these unfortunates
(and unfortunates, in this connection,
seems a mild word). | As long as these
luckless creatures comtinue in a stolid,
dull resignation to what they may con-
sider the inevitable, so much longer
will society remain complaisant.

We charge it home to the more for-
tunate class that they enjoy their
ease at the cost of the unspeakable de-
Jection of the slumites and the sweater
victims. If we can make this lower
stratum so discontented that they will
not remain passive, we shall thus has-
ten the time when society will have to
establish conditions of social and in-
dustrial justice. And we - point ‘the
way. Abolish the profit system, the
speculative system, the system of re-
spectable and legal gambling, and no
one will get rich a
others, nor will those others sink, sink,
sink into the abyss of degradation and

despair. Our social system is becom-
ing more and more a misfit every day.
Its ecruelties are becoming day by
day more marked and deplorable.

the expense of,

Something must be done.  Shin-
ing  through the darkness of con-
fused and confusing “reformers” and
reactionaries is the unwavering light
of the Socialists, pointing the only
way: As production is now carried on
by s8gcial effort let the organization of
industry also be socialized. 1t is as
simple as A, B, C. And everything is
working in this direction to-day, Mr.
Nation man; all combines in the com-
mercial field, all business schemes
which avoid the waste of competition
by concentration, all inventions to lift
the burden from human toil. We glory
in the growing discontént.  And we
are not only making the down-trodden
discontented, bhut we arp causing the
more fortunate to be diskatisfied, too—-
dissatisfied that their seeming security

must be had throuzh the despair of,

the many. We are awakening con-
sefences, and we glory in it! Discon-
tent has been the motive foree all along
the line of the world's progress.  Just
now it is growing at a greater rate, for
the standard of living is mounting
higher. Literature is cheap, all the
preachers are talking ideals and nobler
living, and moreover, onr school sys-
tem is implanting in every child a de-
sire to be knowing, worthy and cul-

tured.  In  faet, we  avre bursting
through the unjust r.ien-:xim.-‘ of a
brutish and gnavled system of indus-

The revolution is
WAYFARER,

trinl organization.
already begun!

PATRIOTIC RA[LROAD(; MAGNATES.

That our jublic postdtlies is run by
the private railroads is shown in the
following Statement by Justice Walter
Clark:

|
“Postmaster-Gener lissell's report | .
Postmaster-General Bissell's reg | 100,000 people die from pellagea, o dis-

for 1804, and Wilson's Jor 1805, show
that the average price for earrying the
mail was 8 cents per pound. and this
for an average distance of 448 miles.
The Texas & Nouthern Pacitic Ratlroad
carries  caps, boots, ciissimmeres and

cisco, 2500 miles, or five times the
average haul of the mail. for which S
cents a pound is paid: that is, the gov-
ermment pays fifty times as much. O
an investigation before the Interstate
Commerce  Commission, CGeorge R,
Blanchard testiiecd thar the express
companies carrvied milk to New York, a
distance of 396 miles, at a charge of
one-sixth of a cent per poumd, return-
ing the cans free, and that the distance
could be increased 1o 1000 miles and
there would still be a profit at one-
sixth of a cent; while the government
pays for the transportation of the
mails over the same lines 8 eents for
an average of 48 milee, hesides paying
for the usunual vental of  the  ecars
largely more than 200 per cent. on their
cost, Joseph H. Choate, who appeared
for the railroads in the same investi-
gartion, testitfied that at the rate of
one-third of a cent per pound on 40-
quart cans there would he a profit of
200 to 300 per cent,

“The amount paid the railroads for
the rental of the postal ears is $£3,0000,-
600 annually, a sum more than enough
to build outright nearly double the
number of postal cars the governmment
has in use. There are 500 postal cars
in use, costing $3.500 to £4,000 each,
These the government ¢ould build” for
less than $2,000,000, and their averase
life being twenty years, it follows that
at the present rental of $£3,600,000, the
woverniment is paying $72,000,000 for
the property it could acquire for $2,.
(610,000, [That is leaving out the cost of
repairs, which is probably borne by the
railroads: whereas, if the government
owned the ears, it would be obliged to
keep them in repair.] On the PPennsyl-
vania railvoad the government pays
annually 87,027 per car for the rent of
G9 cars, which could each be bought
outright for less than half the money.
Thus over 200 per cent, is paid by the
zovernment as rental of postal cars
that it should own.

“Besides the annual $3.600,00 for
rental of postal cars, the sum appro-
priated to railroads for hauling the
mails is $209,000,000, an amount fully
FID000.000 in excess of a fair and
moderate charge.”

ORGANIZED LABOR.

The attitude of the Social Demo-
cratic party toward organized labor
and trades unionism is defined in the
following resolutions, adopted Jure 11,
1898, These resolutions represent the
unanimous sentiment of the party:

“Whereas, We hold the trade union
mov.ment to be indispensable to the
working people under the prevaHing
industrial condition8 in their struggle
for the improvement of their condi-
tions, as’ well as for the final abolition
of the wage system; we further recog-
nize,the urgent need of thorough er-
ganization among the workers; thore-
fore be it ) L%

Resolved, That we commend an hon-
est co-operation to that end by the
members of the Social Democratic
Party of America, by becoming mem-
bers of the unions in their respective
trades or eallings, or of the Federal
Labor Unions, and strive to organize
all such trades as have heretofore not
been organized and assist the organiza-
tion of labor in every way possible:

“Resolved, That in order to more ef-
fectively resist the encroachmente up-
ou labor we advise organized labor to
combine into national and internation-

al unions. pledging ourselves to extend

to them all possible assistance to

ac-
complish this end. i

INTERNATIONAL MENTION.

Since the recent insurrection in Italy
a total of 115 newspapers have been
suppressed by the government; 70 of
them were Socialist journals.

On account of the discharge of So-
cialist workmen the Socialists of Buda-
P’esth, Hungary, resolved to boycott
four of the largest breweries of that
city.

New Zealand Socialists were organiz-
ing. With half the population of Kan-
sus, New Zealand has just appropri-
ated $600,000 to provide homes and
pleasures for her aged cltizens.

The city of Berne, Switzerland, has
a trades’ apprentice school, where the
youths may learn a trade free of
charge.  Over 100 young men are
availing themselves of the opportunity.

By a vote of 185 against 27 the Ital-
ian Chamber of Deputies has passed
a measure introduced by the govern-
ment which places postal, telegraph,
and railroad employes under military
law. Government coercion and intimi-
dation belongs to the capitalist sys-
tem.  The Socialists and a few Radi-
cals opposed this reactionary measure,

In Germany the department stores
are growing to be a mennce to the mid-
dle-class retail merchants.  The king-
doms of Prussia, Bavaria, snd Sax-
ony, where their presence is felt most
keenly, propose to legislate them out
of the way. But the only way these
great centers of distribution ean be
annihilated is to Socialize them., Al
other legislation will be futile.

It is reported that in Italy every vear

[ cage caused by not using salt in the

! food.

The worst quality of salt costs
2d. per pound, and the poor cannot af-
ford 1o buy it. Every year over 200,-
006 1talians emigrate to forelgn coun-

i : | tries in seare a liveli ‘hie
hardware for eight-tent)s of a cont per | ries In search of a livelihood, which

pound from New Orleans to San Fran- |

they cannot get in their native land.
Italy has been ereated a paradise by
nature, but she has been redneed to an
inferno by the wickedness of her gov-
Crnors,

The following are some samples of
I'talian justice meted out to offenders
in the late disturbances: A woman
named Maria Marone was sentenced
at Naples to twelve years' imprison-
ment for throwing stones at some sol-
diers. At Milan, a boy named Gauzzi
Laigi, who took part in the revolt, has
been sentenced to two years and a
half: he is only fifteen years old. His
younger brother, a little lemon seller,
thirteen years old, and therefore little
more than a child, received a similar
sentence.

Dr. Oliver has been visiting the
French mateh factories on behalf of
the Home Office, and he reports that
the FP'rench Government has to some

| extent already sueceeded in manufac-
| turing a

match capable of striking
anywhere, yvet free from white phos-
phorus.  Difticulties in ihe way of pro-
duction have not yet entirely been re-
moved. but there is already a wolcome
reduction in the number of vietims of
phosphorus  poisoning. In  Franece
match-making is not the sport of pri-
viate enterprise, but is a state mono-
poly. '

The Bon Marche Deparument Stores
in Paris  transact business o the
amount of  £20,000,000 annually. and
last  vear paid taxes amounting to
E46G.680.  As this heavy taxation does
not impede the growth nor undermine
the vitality of these monster concerns,
and they keep on erushing the life out
of the smaller stores, it is now pro-
posed to tax them still heavier, 8o that
the Bon Marche, which employs 8.000
people, will have to pay over £100,000
a year in taxes, The second largest
department store of Paris was taxed
£43,000 last year. N

Prof. Jaurds, the well-known Socinl-
ist orator, is now engaged in a lecture
tour in Southern France on the Drey-
fus-Zola ease. He has, so far, spoken
at Marseilles, Avignon, Toulouse, and
Nimes, and expeets to fire the burning
words of {ruth about .this national
scandal into the populace of the prov-
inces which has heretofore been de-
ceived by the calumnious reports of
such  wide-circulating papers as the
Petit Journal and Petit Parisien. He
is meeting' with wonderful success.
Everywhere the largest auditoriums
are inadequate to hold the throngs who
are eager 10 hear the truth of.the Zola
case from the lips of the greatest and
most eloquent orator of the country.
Prof. Jaurés expeets to continue the
tour until autumn. )

“The Socialist Deputies in the French
Chamber have jointly presented the
following demands and motions for
adoption: Gradual initiation of a pop-
ular militia system; extension of the
rights and privileges enjoyed by all
the other communes of France to the
municipality of Paris; introduction of
the eight-hour day for all state em-
ployés; regulation of the conditions of
Iabor in all communities; rehabilitation
of communal property in real estate;
establishment by the communes of in<
dustrial and agricultural meaus of pro-
duction for individuals: installation of
representatives of agriculture; estab-
lishment of a minimum wage scale for
agricultural laborers; revision of the
constitution so that the initiative and
referendum may be adopted; creation
of a minister of labor, of hygiene, of
indigence and charity, of statistics;
abolition of capital puntlshmomt. ete.
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MARX'S THEORY OF LABOR-TIME
AND THE REWARD OF LABOR.

[Cantinued' from first page.)

true zems, The scientists and artists
in a Socialist Commonwealth could
not any more be degraded to the pres-
ent low standard of refuse-carters and
flunkies. but the latter would gradu-
ally be uplifted to_where only the ex-
ceptions of the former stand to-day.
Such community will be more fit to
fully appreciate and - remunerate its
benefactors in art and science than our
present “society.”

Let it be remembered that in a fully
developed Socialist community there is
no commodity, consequently no value,
no price, no money, no capital to bother
abont, beeause that mode of produc-
tion has not the least use for them.

Mr. Epstein unnecessarily burdens
his brain with the question: *“How
are we to find in place of Marx" unsat-
isfactory ‘social process’ and labor-
time rule a ‘just’ basis of compensa-
tion for all the different kind of work-
ers?”

I beg to answer: The same as in
the past and. present, -also in the fu-
ture, “just” compensation and distribu-
tion will depend less upen ideas of
equity and justice thar upon the re-
spective maode of production. Under
the Nocialist mode of production the
rules governing distribution will be
Iaid down by the workers themselves,
and if productivity of labor should
supply all human wants in abundance,
we may safely adopt the rule: *“To
each according to his wants,”

PLATFORM OF THE S. D. P.

The Social Democratic Party of
America declares that life, liberty and
happiness for every man, woman and
child are conditioned upon equal po-
litical and economic rights,

That private ownership of the means
of prodnction and distribution of
wealth has caused society to split into
two distinet classes with conflicting
interests, the small possessing class of
capitalists or exploiters of the labor
force of others and the ever-increasing
large dispossessed class of wage-work-
ers, who are deprived of the socially-
due share of their product.

That capitalism, the private own-
ership of the means of production, is
responsibile for the insecurity of sub-
sistence, the poverty, misery an deg-
radation of the ever-growing m .jority
of our people.

That the same economic forces
which have produced and now inten-
sify the capitalist system will compel

_the adoption of Socialism, the collec-

tive ownership of the means of produe-

tion, for the common good and welfare,

¢t)]r result in the destruction of civiliza-
on.

That the trade union movement and
independent political action are the
chief emancipating factors of the
working eclass, the one representing
its economic, the other its political
wing, and that both must coGperate
to abolish the capitalist system of
production and distribution.

. Therefore, the Social Democratic
Party of America declares its object
to ‘be the establishment of a system of
co-operative production and distribu-
tion, through the restoration to the
people of all the means of production
and distribution, to be administered
by organized society in the interest of
the whole people, and the complete
emancipation of soclety from the dom-
ination of capitalism. i

The wage-workers and all those in

sympathy with their historical mis-

cexpects its coming through the de!

sion to realize a higher civilization '

- ment of roads and soil and for i

—

should sever connection with all cap
italist and reform parties and n?lt
with the Social Democratic Party of
America. f i

The control of political power by
the Social Democratic Psrty will be
tantamount to the abolition of capj
talism and of all class rule.

The solidarvity of labor conne
us with millions of class conscious
low workers throughout the elvilig
world will lead to International lQ: ]
cialism, the brotherhood of man.

As steps in this direction, we make
the following demands:

1. Revision of our antiquated HFe
eral Constitution in order to rem
the obstacles to full and comple
trol of government by all the pe
Irrespective of sex. :
The public ownership ot all ind
tries controlled by monopolies, tru
and combines,

3. The public.ownership of all r:
roads, telegraph, telephone, all mes i
of  transportation, communication
wiater works, gas and electric plants
and all other public utilities.

4. The public ownership of all gold
silver, copper, lead, coal, iron, and all
other mines; also of all oil and gds |
wells. :

5. Reduction of the hours of labor fn
proportion to the increasing facilities
of production. .

6. The iuaugurnti&n of a system of
public works and improvements for the
employment of a large number of the
unemployed, the public credit to be
utilized for that purpose. . . £

7. All useful inventions to be free
all, the inventor to be remunerated by
the publie. §

8. Labor legislation to be made na:
tional instead of local, and interna-
tional where possible. ‘-

9. National insurance of working ped
ple against accidents and lack of eme
ployment and pensions in old age.

10. Equal ecivil and political rights
for women, and the abolition of
laws discriminating against women,

11. The adoption of the Initiative and
Referendum, and the right of recall
representatives by the voters.

12. Abolition of war as far as
United States are concerned, and
introduction of international arbiti
tion instead. :

The Social Democratic Party of
America does not hope for the estab
lishment of social order through ' th
increase of misery, but on the contran

9

mined. united efforts of the work
of both city and country to gain amn
use the political power to that end
In view of this we adopt the followin
platform for the purpose of uniting
the workers in the country with those
in the city: s ] ;
1. No more public land to be sold, b
to be utilized by the United States of
the state directly for the public¢ benefit
or leased to’farmers in small parcel
of not over 640 acres, the state to m
strict regulations as to Improvemen
and cultivation. Forests and wate
ways to be put under direct control of
the nation. ;
2. Construction of grain elevators,
magazines and cold storage buildin
by the nation, to be used by the farm-
ers at cost. ‘ o
3. The postal, railroad, telegraph and
telephone services to be so united th
every post and railroad station shal
be also a telegraph and telephone. cen:
ter. Telephone service for farmers, 8
for residents of cities, to be at cost.
4. A uniform postal rate for
transportation of agricultural prod
on all railroads. Gt
5. Public credit to be at the dispo
of counties.and towns for the Improy

tion and drainage. i
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