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! Gronlund’s Mistake.

Was So Well Pleaséd with the

Majority Platform that He
 «Would Alter His New
" Book” to Con-
form to It.
The true friends of Laurence Gron-
lund have read with profound regret
Liis ardele in the Social Democrat of
June 23. That a man oceupying the
position he does in the Socialistic world
should thus rush hastily into print
on a matter that he could not pos-
sibly understand . is much to be re-
gretted. It will without doubt tend to

‘ Jessen the confidence heretofore felt

‘in his judgment. When it is remem-
*bered that he is eriticising the action
of the true Socialists of the conven-
tion, the representatives of the Social-
istic strongholds of the country, and
thar he is thus taking sides with the
motley elements that camposed the fac-
tion that got control of the convention
(by resort to the lowest nieth of po-
fitical trickery), it is clear that sooner
or later he will regret his step exceed-
ingly: In plain English, this crowd
of Chicago politicians have stutfed My,
" Gronlund and are using him for théir
own sinister ends. This they have
been able to do because Mr. Gronlund
was not at the convention as a steady
attendant and knows very little of the
real situation as it existed there.

No one questions Mr.  Gronlund's
rights' to an epinion of the platform
a3 presented by the majority of the
committee. What we do deplore is that
he should use his objections to help
the cause of the convention packers.
But further on I shall throw some light
on his views on the platform. Iis
‘charge that we of the new organization
acted from childish . spite, I utterly
deny, and I must add that in making
such a charge Mr. Gronlund has him-
self been guilty of a display of child-
ishness. We stood out for principle,
nothing more and nothing less. So long

(

“smsablee- rrtegrity of the Socialist move-

ment I8 in our keeping we must act
for the best interests of the movement,
“party or no party. Mr.  Gronlund's
¢laim that it was our duty to stay in
an organization that was being used
to swindle people is not at all ethical.
1, for one, refuse to be a party to ras-
cality. 1 should hold to this resolve
Do matter what personal inconvenience
it brought on me. I will not fellowship
with swindlers, if I ecan help it.  1In-
‘stead of abandoning the Social Democ-
ricy, we who organized were the So-
cial Democracy, the representatives of
a body whose convention had been
stolen from it, and who, from the diec-
tates of decency and justice, were
forced to repudiate that convention and
abandon the headquarters to the loeal
horde that overwhelmed us, We were
weorking' on long lines, not Tor petty
temporary convenience. The Social
Premocratic Party is simply the Social
Bemocracy, with its name slightly
changed, because of the necessities of
the case. That we were tlie Social

. Demoerncey let the following attest:

The convention was eaptured by
some forty Chicago “‘colonizers,” and
the following outsiders: Osborne of
Atlanta, Clemens of Kansas, Rogets of
Califurnia, Grundy of Piusburg,
Frank of New York and a Colorado pro-
‘moter, 5

Those who were present at the ¢on-
vention, moestly under heavy expense,
and who represented the revoelt hgainst
the colonization swindle ahd Auarchist
dowination, were: Eugene V. Debs,
Theodore Debs and Fugo Miller of In-
diana: Sevmour Stedman and George
*Koop of Hlinois, J. F. Carey and Mar-
garet Hafle of* Massachusetts: Com-
rades Hoehn and Meler of 8t. Louis;
¥. G, R. Gordon of New Huampshice;
Comrades AMiller, Butcher, Honrwich,

« Winchevsky, Phillips and Barondess

- - of New York: Comrades Edwards and

Maille of Tennessee: Levin of New

Jersey, Loebel of Sheboygan, Hicks.of |

Colorado, and Berger, Kuhn, Moer:
schal, Hunger and Heatly of Wiscon-

osin.

" Now ihich division, ‘Mr. Gronlund,
represented  Socigl Democrney?  The
Chicago; crowd or those from the
Atrongholds of Socialism all over the

Had we been childish

bolters  we

“avould nox have remained in the con-
' wention during almost the entire week.

“We only took the course we did when
. there was no other decent course open

to us. When the question resolved it-
gelf into “gold brick” or no ‘“‘gohl
fek.,” there was but ane course to
ke, and we took it unfiinchingly and
pout regard to mere questions of
; { advantage. |
note this peculiarity of Mr.
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{'s letter. He has not a word #from the scene. Its heterogeneous ¢
¢ against the convention packing— | ments cannot be held together.
e is cheek by jowl with the packers. | land Citizen.

| surprise is that it came so sudden.

! for no great length of time, viz.: the

When he finds out that the crowd he
is training with had bargained with
one of the old parties to keep the So-
¢lal Democracy out of Chicago polities,
perhaps he will discover that he Is
with strange bedfellows.

Especially do the Milwaukee Social-
ists resent Mr. Gronlund’s fiing at Com-
rade Berger. Mr, Berger did not lead
the *“secession,” he was one of the last
to admit that there was no other way
to preserve the integrity of the move-
ment. :

When Mr. Gronlund read over the
majority platform just before the con-
vention opened, he declared it to be a
grand decument, and sald that he
would alter his book which he had in
press so as to agree with the program
it presented. How he can now explain
his change of heart I shall be interested
to see. FREDERIC HEATH.

Lily Truelove’s Greet-
ings.
Clear and Refreshing Like the
Waters of the Mountain Spring
Appears the Social Demo~
~cratic Party.

My Dear Friend Sincere—You cannot
build a solid house on quicksand. Noy
matter what the average would-be re-
formers may think about it, I claim
that the same 1nle holds good in re-
gard to the political organization of
‘the wage-working proletariat, Any at-

tempt to organize a sound political la-

Desperate attempts were made to radi-
cally change the original course of the
organization and to-make the platform
as broadasthe "Holy Bible” and as duc-
tile as India rubber, so that Dick, Tom
and Harry could conyeniently stand on
for the “honor of Soclalism"—the Bry-
an-Democrat and the Anarchist, the
Kansas Demi-Popnlist and the Anti-
Political “Socialist’ and office-holder,
the gold-brick colonizationist and. as a
matter of course, the bona-fide Social
Democrats, These heterogeneous ele-
ments wanted to belong to an organiza-

tion that would stamp them officially |

as  Social Democrats, talk against
“slimy politics,” at the 'same time en-
joring the friendship of “slimy poli
ticians,”

. " & =

Happily the true Socialist elements
attending the Chicago convention acted

~ HOW TO ORGANIE

ey

I

It is hoped that comrades will not
wait for an organizer to come along
before active work is begun to reorgan-

ize old branches and start new ones.
What is needed now is for every comrade

e

to do his and her utmost in organizing

branches.

Don’t delay it. If

you can

get together only five—organize; if you
are fifty strong—organize; but don’t wait

for fifty, start with five and organize—

then grow. Send names and addresses,
with 25 cents, to Theodore Debs, 519
E. Sixty-Sixth Street, Chicago, lli., who
will receipt for same. The 25 cents will
pay admission fee; dues thereafter will be
25 cents per quarter, payable in Janu-

ary, April,

July and October.

- Having, organized a branch, enlist
_all your members as workers for the
HERALD. The subscription price is 50

cents a year.

subscribers by August 1.
- With your help, comrades, we shall
‘have them.

We want 3,000 paying

. GLAD: WE LOST CONTROL.

The split that occurred in the Social |
Democracy at the national convention |
in Chicago is not surprising o those
who have watched the growth and pol-
icy of the organization during the past
year. The parting of the ways had
to be reachied sooner or.later, and the

The Social Democracy was composed
of two distinct, hostile elements, be-
tween which there could be harmony

NSocialist element and an opposing con-
glomeration of factions which included
Populists, Anarchists, silverites, single
taxers. colonists amd other theorists
who were temporarily at peace with
each other in order to gain control.
The composition of the colonization
ction is not reassuring and attractive.
The bolting faction contains-the clear-
est heads, and, aside from Debs, Mail-
1y, Martin, Edwards and a few others,
such men as Berger, Hoehn, Gordon,
Carey and Cahan have been identified
with the Socialist Labor party and al
are quite thoroughly grounded in the
principles of Socialism

- The colony party wlli soon d

Lor movement on a basis of quicksand |

principles  and.  confusing - reform
schemes must lead to inevitable fail-
wre and dispuption,
* *
The capitalist press would impress

upon the minds of the people that the |
Soclial Democratic movement was uow |
a thing of the past, that the Chicago !

convention had brought about the final

“split” and downfall of the organiza- |

tion. ~ Ridiculous! The capitalist edi-
tors undoubtedly realized the import-
ance of she Chicago *split,”” and in
order to counteract the immediate ef-
fect this lmportant step of the class-

conseious Social Democratic delegates |

might have on the American wage-
workers, they had recourse to 1the
worst sort of misrepresentation. .
L

The Social Democratic  Party.  of
America is the direct and rightful heir
to the Socigl Democracy of Ameriea.
The main object of the 8, D. of A, as
organized by and out of the A. R. U.
elements, were by no means “coloniza-
tivn.” or **zold brick business,” tut the
political organization of labor for the -

| purpose of securing control of the Mma-
| ¢hinery of government, and thereby

bringing about Socialism, i. e.. the col-
lective ownerghip of the means of pro-
duetion by the people—by the nation.

wisely by prompty bringing about
| the separation of the clear-minded So-
| ¢ialist elements from the political hash
I of confusionists and “practical people,”
| thus protecting the name of Socialism
| and Social Democracy against dishonor
| and disgrace. The Socidl Democratic
Party of A'merica enters the arena of
! the proletarian struggle with flying
colors. beautifully and brightly shin-
ing, like the rising summer's sun. Its
| platform proclaims the truth of Inter-
| pational Socialism and the internation-
| a1 solidarity of labor. The 8. D. P, of
| A. is built on a sound foundation, freed
| of all rotten, decaying, unhealthy ma-
! terial; soon a proud structure will
! cover the “split” and the toiling mil-
| lions will be inspired with new hope
| for their emancipation, for a better
! state of soclety, where misery and
starvation, immorality, vice and crime
will no longer be known. -
* * ="

My dear Sincere, you say our plat-
form Is not as concise and clear-cut as
it should be. . I admit this. However,
you must consider that there was not
even time left at the convention to have
this platform thoroughly and

revised. and after all, a good Soclalist
Labor movement does not necessarily
depend on an excellent platform, al-

(Continued on page ¢.)
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Pledged to Organized
 Labor.

Attitude of the Socw,;Dembé;'atic
Party Toward Trades
Unionism.

The following resolutions, clearly de-
fining the attitude of the party toward
genuine trade unionists, were sadopted
without a dissenting voice: |

“Whereas, We hold the trade union '
movement to be indispensable to the
working people under the prevailing
industrial conditions in their struggle
for the Improvement of their condi-
tions as well as for the final abolition
of the wage system; we further recog-
nize the urgent need of thorough or-
ganization among the workers; there-
fore be it il
A s ved, That we commend an hon-
est co-operation to that end by the
members of the Social Democratic
Party of America, by becoming meni-
bers of the unjons in their respective
trades or callings, or of the Federal
Labor Unions‘.and strive to organize
all such trades as have heretofore not
been ofganized and assist the organizi-
tion of labor in every way possible:

“Resolved, That in order to more ef-
fectively resist the encroachments up-
on labor we advise organized labor to
combine into national and internation-
al nnions, pledging onrselves to extend
to them all possible assistance to ae-
complish this end.

“Resolved, That we reaflirm the truth
expresséd in the proeeedings of the
Internationak Labor Congress, held in
London in August, 1896, that while it
is absolutely necessary for the work-
ing people to make use of the political
power 'in order to secure and enforce
the demands of labor, yet differences
sof political views held by members of
the labor organizations shofild not be
a4 reason for separate organization in
the ecenomic strugale - eausing dissen-
sions and disruptions. 1

*Reésolved, That we consider strikes
and boyecotts as historically necbssary
weapons to obtain the demands of
trades unionism; we further récognize
in the union label an important factor
in strengthening the power of organi-
zation, and educating the public to
demonstrate in a praetical way its
sympathy and assistance to the cause
of labor; and we therefore indorse all
the labels of the bona fide trades
unions, earnestly recommending to the
membership of the Social Democratie
Party of America to patrenize only
i such concerns selling products bearing
the same.

“Resolved, That we condemn the at-
tempt to disrupt the labor movement
by organizing rival unions to the bona
fide trades unions, .

“Resolved, That we encouragé the
movement of organized labor for the
establishment of a legal eight-hour
workday and the Saturday half holl-
day. ]

“Resolved, That we condemy the
modern swhite slavery of the sweating
system.” ; ;

THE LAMENTED GROTTKAU.

{  When there were few sunbeams in
the darkness of industrial servitude
the magnetic, earnest, self-sacrificing
presence of Grotikan proclaimed equal-
ity, and it is with tears:-we bid adieu
to his life's work. Only now are the
people beholding a character whom his
| neéighbors once falled to see “hecanse
of the halo around his face.” 1

Praise be to the comrades of Mil-
wunukee; they fought a fierce political
campaign there; with a’magnitude of
heart raised over $500 for the family
of the departed hero. Proud are we
that the Social Democratic Party con-
tains such’ comrades,

I'he following is the resolution adopt-
ed by the 8. D. P.: :

The Social Democratic Party of
America, 'in  convention assembled,
deeply regfets the inestimable loss fo
the International Sod¢ialist Labor move-
ment caused by the sudden death of =
that pioneer Socialist agitator, organiz-
er and journalist, Paul Grottkau, and
we extend our hearty sympathy to the
family of our deceased friend and com-
rade.

Our comrade died in poverty. We,
the Social Democratic Party of Amer-
ica, express our deep concern in the
financial distress of Comrade Paupl
Grottkau's wife and little ¢hildren, and
we therefore extend our heartfelt sym-
pathy and pledge our moral and finan.
¢ial support to this Socialist family.

' Respectfully submitted,

G. A. HORHN,
EUGENE V. DEBS,
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THE HERALD.

With the appearance of this paper
as an exponent of Socialism and the
kerald of ‘the Social Democratic Party
of America, 'the admission may as well
be frankly made at the outset that
cectain methods and schemes for the
advancement of Socialism have be-
come so offensive as to be no longer
tolerable. A recognized and universal
principle of fruth’ cannot be confined
and have life and growth within an

_organic Integument held together by
. sectional or selfish interests,

There has never been an American
Socialism; there has been a growth or
expansion of Socialism in Ameriea.
The development has been attended
with pain and the illusory schemes of
‘the promoter. To-day, as a result of
the process of evolution from a lower
to a higher economic expression, we
have  the Social Democratic Party,

with no limit lines and no baits, no .

schemes to promote and no promoters
to scheme, standing for a 'Socialism
as broad as the nation, as expansive
as the needs of humanity. ~
Karl Marx, writing on the growth
‘and expansion of society, says:
“Sociey is like everything else iu
nature. It develops, it expands. When
the power of expansion of water shut
up in a eylinder begins to increase
thrgugh the generation of heat, the
form of water changes; it Dbecomes
steam, which bursts the marrow walls
within which it is inclosed. When a
chicken is being hatched out, it does
80 by reason of the increased heat.
The substance of the egg remains the
same, but its form changes. There is
a gradual evolution of the yolk into a
living substance. The food of -the an-
imal nature had provided in the white
surrounding the yolk. The ani-
imal grows. The shell of the egg,
however, does not expand with the
growth of the animal inside. At a
certain point it becomes too DArrow
for the further growth of the chicken.
The shell is broken and the chicken is
_hatehed out. But the chicken is alive
long before it cracks the shell. It does
not hreak it as long as it can exist
and develop under the shell. But
when it can do so no more, then the
shell is broken.” ;
The shell would not e:gpund, com-
rades; the chicken could not grow;
' something had to break; we cracked
the shell and came forth—the Social
Democratic Party of America..
The Herald is the party's paper. It
will do battle against a system; it will
' pot assail individuals! It does not be-
, lieve that the party or the world can
be governed by invective. It does be-

lieve, with Marx, that: 3
“The antagonism between the col-
lective form of production, conjured
up by the increased productive powers
g of mankind, and the individual appro-
b | priation of the product of labor, be-
% comes more and more apparent, and
is resolving itself into a violent antag-
.: onism of irreconcilable and diamet-
rically opposite interests of two
classes; the capitslist and the wage-
working class. The lines are belnﬁ
drawn sharper and sharper each day.
To present the positive and con-
saructive side of Socialism wwill ab-
sorh most of the space and engage
most of the attention of the editor
- and the staff of contributers.
To succeed we must have the tire-
less cobperation of comrades every-
‘where and bave it now.

[
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' mastery of the means of production—
~ has abolished private property for mil-

~of capitalism.”

Soclalism doss not propose to take |

any man’s wealth; it-does propose to
prevent one man taking wealth in the
production of which he takes no part
and makes no sacrifice, ;

e o :

Will our comrades of the Soclalist
and labor press at home and abroad
kindly place the Herald on their ex-
change lists? Our address Is 519 E.
Sixty-sixth street, Chicago, 11l

Ly P y

The Social Democratic Party has no
fight against individvals; but against
a syvstem which renders soclety, and
especially the producers in society, a
prey to individual and corporate glut-
tony, it will wage ceaseless warfare.

bl * % ® :

Certainly” “the will of the mmjority
should prevail in Socialist organiza-
tions,” and when the-majority ,wills
that Socialism shall not prevail, it is
time for Socialists to crack the shell.
And that is precisely what happened.

* " %
The “steps in the direction” on In-

ternational Socialismy, paragraphs 1 to |

12 in the declaration of principles, in-

dicate the near end of the Socialist

*¢hore” in the United States. Let us

all take hold at the “near end’ and lift,
' % =

“There is room in this country for

a political movement and an economic |
movement,” and the Social Democratic

Party is willing to see all the room

this country has for an economic (col- |
ony) movement occupied by colonists, |

Ouly the occupation will b short-lived;
don’t forget that,

* % =
The Social Democratic Party of
Ameriea stands for the substitution

of social ownership for individual own-

e¢rship of the means of production and |

distribution. The party declares in
favor of certain demands, what for?
*As steps in the direction™ of the so-
cialization of all the means of produc-
tion and distribution. That's clear
enoungh; so clear, indeed, that no So-

cialist can misunderstand or will seek |

to prevert it.
* =®
The address of Comrade Seymour
Stedman, secretary of the executive
committee, is room 62, Merchants'

building, corner of Washington and La |

Salle, Chicago. Local members ready

to pay dues may leave the same with |
him, to be reported to National Secre- |

All communications and

tary Debs.
branches outside

remittances  from

should be addressed to the temporary |

national secretary, Theodore Debs, 519
E. Sixty-sixth street, Chicago. Send
subseriptions for the Herald to the
latter address, >

L »

The procuring cause of corruption in

»

political life is private property rights |

in those things that ought to be owned
publicly. The real conflict is'between
a. democratic system of politics and a
despotic system of industry. The lat-
ter, being in and of itself corrupt and
brutal, can only be. maintained by
methods both brutal and corrupt.
Either the idea of democracy or plu-

toerary must yield; and basing itself .
upon historical necessity—the logic of |

events—the Social Democratic Party
attacks the cause of political corrup-
tion by proposing a democratic system

of industry.
% =

‘The initial number of the Herald

is of necessity devoted mainly to a |

statement of the causes that separated
us from the 8. D, and represents the
collective opinion of the 8. D. P. To

make room for matter of more import- |

ance in this issue the constitution of
the new organization is withheld. This
will be published next week and sub-
mitted for alterations and amendments

prior to a referendary vote on its adop-
Copies of the constitution in @

tion.
pamphlet form, as it will appear in
next week’'s Herald, may be obtained
from the National Secretary, 519 E.
Sixty-sixth street, Chicago. !

i . = ®

In a preémpted world, where oppor- |
tunities to labor are closed, and the

means of wealth production are used

as instruments of private gain, the un- |

avoidable lot of millions of our human
brothers and sisters is destitution and
misery. Planting iwself squarely
against the capitalist system of indus-

try, which overtaxes the few and un-
~derfeeds the many, the Social Demo- |

cratic Party, with a full and adequate
solution of the great labor problem,
presents to the countey a practical and
an adequate program of immediate de-
mands. The country will do well to
try and understand the necessity and
importance of these demands,

¥ % = $
The executive committee had in-

structions to “edit, revise and remod- |

el” the declaration of principles. They
will no doubt receive the congratula-
tions of comrades on the insertion of
4 new paragraph, which reads as fol-
lows: : :

“We declare the object of the Social
Democratic Party to be the co-oper-
ative production and distribution of all
wealth, through the restoration to the
people of the land and all the means
of production, transportation and dis-
tribution, to be controlled by a demo-
cratie state in the interest of the entire
community, and the complete emanci-
pation of labor from the domination

% s =
. Think over the whole martter delib-

_erately. Heflect that many colonizers

Joined the old organization a year ago

to 'push the colony idea and destroy

our political propaganda. They were
not Social Demoerats; they v'gere in

Y

s

reakity opposed to the fundamental
principle of Social Democracy. This
state of affairs, existing before the
convention assembled, supplemented
by the appearance in the convention of
delegates not entitled to be there, made
_the split inevitable. "After the sec-'
ond day, when it was admitted that
the convention had been “packed,” the
Sacial Democrats feared nothing so
much as the prospect of themselves
being in control. The control is now
where it belongs. i

iy . * % »

1t should ‘not for a moment be sup-
posied that between the separatists and
the'seattered membership of the 8. D.
there is-any hostility whatever, These
wembers could not possibly  undes-
stand the vecessity and importance of
the separation without also having
information as to the local situation
at Chicago. Those who assumed the
responsibility of issuing the address
which appears in another column do
not doubt what the final result will be.
{ Already from many sections their ac-
tion has been applauded and indorsed.
Our course is clear, comrades; the
chimera of colonization, so far as we
are concerned, has been bottled up,
and illusory programs for attaining the
Co-operative Commonwealth are dis-
carded. Agitate, educate, organize,
mid lift up the banner ofs Social De-
moeriaey. "

. * 5 » .
| Since -an effort has ‘been made to
} bave it appear that Comradé Eugene

Their Union Indispensable if In-
dustrial Emancipation Is to
Be Aocomplisheg.

1

With a t;u'mlnf population exceeding
the urban population by some thirty
millions, it is easily seen that without
municipal autonomy, the nationalizing
of farms or an appreciated unity of in-
terest between farmer and proletariat,
Socialism is a’chimera to the living of
to-day.

As to municipal autonomy, with, the
exception of the late agitation of Man-
hattan;, there has been a disposition
among legislators to limit municipal au-
thority rather than extend it. Witness
the municipal police boards of Colo-
rado, Nebraska and the street car legis-
lation in Illinois. Persons familiar
with the disposition of the rural popu-
lation knovr their belief in the corrup-
tion of cities, and the healthful effect
of munigipal regulation by officers re-
sponsible to the people of ‘the whole
state, For this reason the ‘mecessary
inerease of urban population .alone to
effect the national councils; places the
hope of substantial relief through mu-
nicipal autonomy beyond eonception;
the power of the farmers: in shaping
the complexion of Congress makes

Debs is not with us, the editor Is au-
thorized Dby Comrade Debs to say that
he has not sufficiently recovered from
| the illness which overtook him during

the convention week to comply with

request . for an article for this issue
| off the paper, but will be heard from
saon, probably next week. ' 1f those
who can be deceived into believing that
{ Debs is not for the 8. D. P. could have
| witnessed the scenes uat his bedside in
| the Revere House, when most of the
“37" bade him good-bye, they would
have realized how truth was outraged
{ by a statement in the colonizers’ or-
gan to the effect that the only “bolter”
| connected with the A, R, U! strike was
| Keliher. Most people had thought for

fouyr years that Eugene Debs was in
| some way “connected” with that strike,
and all of the people will soon learn
that he is connected with the X, D, P.
| - » L g

Nou say that Socialism wounld “inter-
fore with liberty.” Say, do you think
that liberty is promoted by the West-
ern Union monopoly? Don’t you think
that  liberty s already  “interfered’’
with? You say that Socialism would
“interfere with the rights of private
property.” Did you ever stop to con-
sidler the faet that capitalisin has al-
ready destroyed the right of private
property for millions?

You say that Socialism would “re-
duce all meén to a dead level” But
L isn't the capitalist system actvallyido- |
{ ing that very thing? You can satisfy

yourself on that point by simply iook-
Cing around among your owin acquaint-
ances,

You say that Socialism *“wonld take |
away the incentive to labor.”  But |
an't you see that capitalism is de-
| stroying the opportunity to labor? Why |

quibble about the *incentive'’ when

the opportunity is gone? If the pres-
ant system offers a few remaining op-
| portunities it also gives the capitalist
¢lass the opportunity to appropriate all
| the product beyond actual necessities.

Again, you say that Socialism would
! “crush out individuality.! Well, don’t.
| you really think that with certain in- |
dividualized comfmercial cormorants |
| “crushed out” humanity would experi-
| ence a - distinet gain? ‘And is it not
i true that they are “crushed ont?’ A
| Leiter could not put the world's wheat
i into his own pocket. The very things
which you say Socialism would do are
| now done by the system you try to de-
{ fend, and done, too, from logical ne-
cessity,

DEAD, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN.

No more effective work to dissipate
American prejudice against Socialism
‘ Jts been done than that of the whole-
' hearted and high-minded Edward Bel-
lamy. As, pnearly half a century ago.
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” electrified the
country and roused the national con-
seience  against chattel slavery, so
| “Looking Backward” pierced the gloom

of economic slavery and prepared the
| minds of the people to aceept the eman-

cipating truths of Socialism. In rec-
ognition of the service of the author of
! “Looking Backward” and “Equality,”
{ the Social Democratic party adopted
{ the following resolution;:
i In the death of Edward Bellamy we
i have lost one of the greatest and
| noblest men of this century. 1t is yet
too early for the world to form an esti-
mare of the great work of this noblg
main.  Future generations will know
him better than this, and when history
is fairly and impartially written the
uame of. Bellawmy will appear among
the most illustrions of the ages. In
our humble opinion the American peo-
ple, asx well as the people-of other
countries. can do no greater honor to
the wemory of Edward Bellaray than
| to continue the noble work of educat-
iy the people in the principles of So-
clalism, and endeavor to bring about
a state of socieiy that will guarantee
to every human being the right to life,
liberty and happiness.  Bellamy is
dead, but the influence of his mission:
ary work will be felt for centuries te
come. . ; i
-G, A. HOEHN,

their union with' the proletariat indis-

| pensable. :

As tO nationalizing farme--it is ad-
mitted that collective produnction and
distribution of wealth or thie “national
control and administration of capital”
becomes essential, as the producer, by
the evolution of industry, is deprived
of his tools, and they pass under the
control of the.exploiter. As a whole,
the supposed centralization of the
farms is largely mythical, especially
as it is ascribed to the evolution of
farming utensils. From 1795 to 1870
there was granted 6,700 patents for
plows; since 1870 three improvem2nts
only of any value, and farmers are
divided as to whether the riding plow
reduces the cost of labor.

The lister throws the earth on a ridge
and enables the farmer to plant with-
out previously breakimg the soil; valu-
able in dry regions, useless where the
rainfall necessitates breaking the
ground. Out of 920 corn gatherers pat-
ented, only one is a success, and that
one rejectéd by ‘many bécause of the
waste. Since the opening of the patent
office 6,620 patents for harvesters have
been granted, and out of 900 patents
since 1870 the twine binder is the only
effective invention.

Counting the labor of men binding
after the original McCormick reapers,
at two dollars per day, the total sav-
ing by all these improvements since
1870 is estimated at six cents per bushel
for wheat, rye and oats. In cotton,
from planting. to picking, the same

| method exists as in 1850 (John W,

Bookwalter). The foregoing figures are
easily veritied. Truck farms, i. e., on-

I ions, beets, potatoes, etc., use no essen-

tially different machinery (labor sav-
ing than they did twenty-five yvears
ago, Thus it will be seen that the
concentration of farms as g result of
farming tools and implement perfec-
tion will be exceedingly slow. The
farmer ténants, however, may become
owners by means which so-called scien-
tific Socialists ‘would regard paliatives,
i, e, namely, the single tax, state in-
surance, state elevators, the issuing
and’ loaning of money by the govern-
ment at cost, the inheritance tax
(which bas been decided to be consti-
tutional), ete.” If we admit that farm-
ing is not ripe for social ownership,
then we must find a means to unite
with thenr for the benefit of the prole-
tariat, and permit me here to quote
Kautsky: *“Individual production re-
quires private ownership of the means
of productions.”” The expropriation of
these would be the more senseless,
since it is the aim of Socialism to place
into the hands of workers the nec-
essary means of production. In small
industries and farms, the expropria-
tion of the means of production would
mean that we should take it from the
present owners and forthwith give it
back to them, which would be non-
sensical.

1t is not difficult for an economist to
conceive of a method by which the
tenant of a landlord (or in the last an-
alysis of the slate) may become the
owner himself. Thus we find munici-
pal autonomy or concentralization of
farms too remote, or impossible, to fur-
nish the material unity of interest re-
quisite fo unite the rural with the |
urban denizens.

Schiller says in his History of the
Thirty Years' War: *It is only imme-
diate advantages, ‘or immediate evils,
that set the people in action, and for
these sound policy cannot wait.” The
Grange, the Farmers’ Alliance, the
People’s Party (oply disrupted by a
bare majority at St. Louis) teach.a
lesson we should take advantige of,
and , while teaching of the abstract
fundamentals of Socialism, we should
declare for that which js of direct in-
terest to the farmers, in hopes of a
unification of forces,
support the cause of the proletariat is.
hopeless and vice versa, !

If we argue that to assist the farmer
we uphold a middle elass, I reply, by
agitation you cannot destroy them—
the immutable laws of industrial evolu-

search, oratory and essay can do noth-
ing, until interest prompts and neces-

'EUGENE V. DEBS.
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sitates the grasp of new tiuth. The

e

Farmer andP,roletariat‘

P onists are in full ¢control of-ihae

.and the events of the near future will’

: Jof 2500 at the last city election.
Without their

tion; only can do that, fathomless re- |

Socialist may give the
cannot create the problem
tariat cannot wait for
subjection of the  farmer
middle class. These two
or industrial salvation to
80 hopeless thdat reason
only that course by which
COStmay overcome the
competition, although a b
bones shall mark his track:

The hearts that. throb )
the suffering and misery
will 'doubtless be saddened b
news of a split in ‘the 8
racy, but when the truth is
the causes for it understood,
realize that the result was a
for Socialism, and that the orgai
tion of the Social Democratiy |
firmly establishes the American
of the Internstional Socialist
ment, ° ; *

To state the truth and make
the causes that gave birth to the
order is the first duty of those g
with the situation. The faet
eleven branches had been organ
Chicago on the eve of the cony,
with o membership of five and six eacks
sounded the alarm, and the positioll
~and determined purpose, togethier Wil
the methods and tactics of those
hrloixglht xlu{m into existence, mad
withdrawal of évery true mr
necessity. . f i

Many who supported the ming
platform were sinceré in their b
that by so doing they were nssist
in carrying out the ideas of colof
tion, but when they realize that
ing can come of the bond deals, m
schemes and other *‘great” entel
‘promised, they will understand
straight Socialist program ' offers
only solution, .

The trouble within the ex
board dates back several mon
about the time Goodwin resigned.
were intensified when the colon
commission began negotiations
buying car works, building ra
and floating bonds for miliions on L
ing and land deals. Although every
conceivable system of espionage
resorted to, the most willful and
licious misrepresentation was ne
sary to furnish a pretext for attas
on the writer. 1

My record stands for itself, a#
from the close of the convention in ‘97
I have taxed my physical enduranee
to the limit in a conscientious effort
to strengthen and build the movement. §
My assistants, Theo. Debs and Louls
Billings, are both experts in their ling
and have worked with an interest ang
zeal seldom sbown. 'Che so-called g

ik

Democracy. All communications
remittances forwarded to me as
retary have béen turned over or g
to them direect. They now have a ¢
field in which tocarry out their plam

place the responsibility where it p :
erly belongs, and justify the launchin
of the Social Demoeratic Party an
firmly fix 'its mission in the minds
the people..
Let the comrades everywhere av
If you are with us show it by p {
and earnest work. . Strengthen 8
branches and organize new ones.
in one or more subscribers to the ps
and make remittances promptly. W
I declined to accept any office, T Wil
be none the less active and am
you heart and soul for a straigh
compromising Soclalist political n
ment. SYLVESTER KELIHE

e

HUNGER REVOLT iIN ITALY.

At the Huoll House meeting the f
lowing resolutions were adopted:
“Resolved, That this meeting of i
Social Democratic Party of Ameries
extends its heartfelt sympathy to
victims of the recent stavvation
in Italy, and that we hope the t
will be near at hand when the Socia
Democratic movement in Italy willii
have grown to such proportions as wilks
make a repetition of such murderow
scenes as witnessed in Milan forever:
impossible, ; ; g
“Resolved, further, That we congrat-
ulate onr comrades of the Social Démo- §
crati¢ Party of Italy for the noble and |
heroic¢ stand they have taken during §
these exciting times of the hunger re- £}
volt. s
“Recognizing the labor press as a
very important weapon in the hands of
the organized ;;'orkers: be it Resolved. 8
That we consider it of the utmost fm-§|
portance for the membership of the®!
Social Democriicy to assist in everys
way possible both financially and mo
ally the labor press.” .. g

ACTIVITY AT MILV..UKEE.
Milwaukee, June 30.—Milwaukee
line up with ten branches and the.

Soclalist strength that cust & yote

Milwaukee comrades are jub
the outcome at Chicago, as
that the movement has been
thereby. It will be a pleasy
to work for pure Soclalisn
out the necéssity of constant
explanations and a :
We are idy
campaign. It is quit

‘waukee will equip a wagon




it became apparent that the
8 were divided into two fac-
‘and as the deliberations proceed-
‘breach which separated them
rider, and all hope of bringing
nto harmonious alliance van-

prime factor in the disruption
Social Democracy was the ap-
gnce in the convention of a num-
tes representing Chicago

hes, which were reported to have
organized within two or three
of 'the time the convention met,
e delegates were sufficlent
to control the convention.
atter of fact they were chosen
purpose and for that purpose
and it can be proved that the
ps they were alleged to repre-
d not, and have not now, any
jat there was an undercurrent to
it independent political action,
pially in some sections in which
fin delegates were personally in-
1 was too plainly evident to
it 'of doubt. The intense activity

e

emphasized the conviction that
glonization” was made the pretext
defeating the independent political
m of the organization,

ther factor in the separation ¥was
¢olonization department. Upon
feature there were, and are no
foubt, honest diffevences, but that the
work done, or rather not done, by the
pommission during the past year is a
disappointment as well as a flat
p, i85 a fact so painfully evident.
silence all controversy. TLe con-
tion authorized the commission to
some state for colonization, with
\wiew to securing control, political
id otherwise, but this mandatory
“ had been totally: disregarded, and
d of this all kinds of schemes
proposed’ and abandoned, and
jutely:  mothing  accomplished.
re was undoubtedly a radical de-
¢ from the original design to
on a state and colonize it, to
political control; and on the
i followed by the eommission,
ich the convention was determined
‘eontinue, failure and ruin are, we
tonvinced, inevitable, as time will
strate. “ ¥
bm time to time the commission
ed in the columus of the Soecial
erat that they were on_the eve
aching great enterprises, raising
pes of members to the highest

commission showed that almost
| had been received and spent, and
e was nothing tangible to show
the feeling found expression in
opposition. ;
d cause of the trouble grew out
act that a certain number join-
¢ Social Democracy, avowing
faith in the colonization depart-
who are not Soclal Democrats,
osed to political action and are,
tt, opposed to the fundamental
iples of the organization,
er these circumstances, and re-
that the various eclements al-
‘were utterly and hopelessly
able, the undersignea with-
bm the convention at the ad-
pent of the session of Kriday
2:30 4. m., and proceeded at
to the Revere House, where it
imously decided to organize
Socialist Party, composed ex-
i of Soclalists who subscribe
neiples and program of 1o-
hal Socialism. T
fade Frederic Heath of Wiscon-
‘and Comrade F, G. R.
New Hampshire acted as
. The following proceedings

tform reported by the major-

Btion was approved.
! “Socu.l\.!)et:gpcmuc Party

as . Wi
wa ldapw o
gates

‘| chosen nati

intense, and when the reports.

committee in the Uhlich Hall |

om the varlous |

‘carefully revise the platform, prepare
' suitable constitution and submit the

by a refererdum vote, :
The resolutions respecting organized

labor, and also the resolutions in mem-

ory ‘of Edward Bellamy and Paul

| Grottkau, adopted by the Uhlich Hall

convention, were readopted.

A. 8. Edwards of 'I'ennessee was
organizer.
Jacob en, representing the So-

| clal Democratic Federation, appeared

before the body, expressing his approv-
:.‘} J)t the new organization and declar-

svould ratify the action and ally them-
selves with the Social Democratic
Party at an early day.

(Note: 1. V. Debs was prevented by
{llness frem attending the Revere
House and Hull Hounse meetings, but
was. in accord with their object and
+his name therefore appears with the
rest.) j

The executive committee deem it ad-
visable to continue headquarters at
Chicago for the present. The place
for holding the next annual conventio)
will be determined hereafter.: .
‘The publication of an official paper
will be begun at the earliest possible
moment., .

The constitution fixes the dues at 25
cents per quarter, payable quarterly
in advance, and the first quarter’s dues
is payable on July 1st, and each branch
is requested to send -this amount for
each member as soon as possible, to-
gether with a list of the names and ad-
dresses of members. :

Herewith is forwarded to each
branch a copy of the platform and con-
stitution and in accordance with the
action of the meeting held by the with-
drawing delegates, each branch is re-
quested to have the same voted on by
the: members and advise us of the ap-
proval or rejection of same as early
as possible. It is hoped that the con-
‘stitution will be promptly approved,
even though some defects may be ap-
parent, "in order that the organization
can be perfected. Such defects as may
appear can be remedied later by a ref-
erendum vote.

As we are entirely without funds
and require office equlf)ment, printing,
supplies, etc,, we earnestly appeal to
each branch and each member to send
at once such an amount, however
small, as can be spared to meet imme-
*diate demands. ; :

' The officers of the executive board
for the present are as follows:

Chairman—Jesse Cox, 95 Fifth ave-
nue, Chicago. »

Secretary—Seymour Stedman,

The . temporary national secretary
and treasurer is Theodore Debs, and
his address

him until otherwise ordered. .
iately on receipt of this ad-
dress branches are requested to notify
us if- thex approve our action and are
with us the new organization.
Branches deciding to ally themselves
with the-Social Democratic Party will
have charters issued to them and cards
of membership issued to their members
us soon as these can be provided.
The motto of the Social Democratic
Party is pure Soclalism and no com-
promise. The party stands for united
political action and proposes to enter
the national field this fali by nominat-
ing candidates for Congress in every

a foothold. Candidates for municipal
and state offices will also be nominated
wherever possible and a thorough
campaign made for a united Soclalist
vote throughout the country. -
Cororades, we feel that the Social
Democratic Party is the party of the
American Socialist movement, It
stands for International Socialism and
appeals for support on its merits as
a class-conscious, revolutionary social
organization. The convention which
resulted in separation has not weak-
ened, but strengthened, the movement,
There are no longer warring factions,
conflicting elements, but absolute
unity and harmony, which are bound
to bring success. Every loyal support-
er of Socialist principles should
promptly come to the front and join
the Seocial Democratic Party of
America. Never was the outlook more
promising. East, West, North and
South comrades are with us and ring-
ing messages of approval cheer us on
the course we have taken. There is
cause for meither doubt nor despond-
ency.. The cause of Socialism has
again given évidence that it cannot be
side-tracked, that it is a living force
in human affairs, and that in due
course of time it will abolish the slav-
ery of capitalism and give us the Co-
‘operative Commonwealth. iy
‘With Socialist greetings, and await-
ing your reply, we subscribe onrsglves.

1 Yours fraternally, :

ames F. Carry of Massachufetts,

Margaret Haile of Massachusetts,
Anna Ferry Smith, California,

. Eugene V. Debs, Indiana,

i MOI'G m muuv

Hugo Miller, Indiana,

A gylvesw,r Keliher, Illinois,
‘Seymour Stedman, Illinois,
M.

%ﬂh‘; Nél:' York.

E. Miller, New York,

same to the 1nembership for approval |

that he had no doubt the members |

district in which the organization has

Wm, Malilly, Tennessee,
A. 8. Edwards, Tennessee,
Victor L. Berger, Wisconsin,
Frederic Heath, Wisconsin,
Chas. G, Kuhn, Wisconsin,
George: Moerschel, Wisconsin.
Jacob Hunger, Wisconsin,
John Doerfler, Wisconsin,
Oscar Loebel, Wisconsin,
F. G. BR. Gordon, New Hampshire,
Chas. R. Martin, Ohio,

*  W. J. Carberry, Oldo,
Walter H. Miller, Pennsylvauila.

Declaration of Princi-
- ples.
Adopted by th:—_Soclul Democratic
Party at Chicago, June

11, 1898,

The Social Democratic Party ‘of
America declares that life, liberty and
happiness for every man, woman and'
child are conditioned upon equal po-
litical and economic rights.

That private ownership of the means
of production and distribution of
wealth has caused soclety to split into
two distinet classes with conflicting
interests, the small possessing class of
capitalists or exploiters of the labor
force of others and the ever-increasing
large dispossessed class of wage-work-
ers, who are deprived of the socialiy-
due share of their product.

That capitalism, the private own-
ership of the means of production, is
responsibile for the insecurity of sub-
sistence, the poverty, misery and deg-
radation of the ever-growing majority
of our people.

That the same economic forces
which have produced and now inten-
sify the capitalist system will compel
the adoption’of Socialism, the collec-
tive ownership of the means of produc-
tion for the common good and welfare,
or result in the destruction of civiliza-
tion.

_That the trade nnion movement and

‘Independent political action are the
chief emancipating factors of the
working class, the one representing
its economic, the other. its political
wing, and that botl must cobperate
to abolish the capitalist system of
production and distribution.

Therefore, the Social Democratic
Party of America declares its object
to be the establishment of a system of
co-operative production aand distribu-
tion, through the restoration to the
people of all the means of production
and distribution, to be administered
by organized society in the interest of
the whole people, and the complete
emancipation of soclety from the dom-
ination of capitalism.

The wage-workers and all those im
sympathy with thelr historical mis-
sion to realize a higher -civilization
should sever connection with all cap-

italist and reform parties and unite’

1. No more public land to be sold, but
to be utilized by the United States or
the state directly for the public benefit,
or leased to farmers in small parcels
of not over 640 acres, the state to make
strict regulations as to improvement
and cultivation. Forests and water-
ways to be put under direct control of
the nation. _

2. Coustruction of grain elevators,
magazines and cold storage buildings
by the nation, to be used by the farm-
ers at cost. ; :

3. The postal, railroad, telegraph and
telephone services to be so united that
every post and railroad station shall
be also a telegraph and telephone cen-
ter. Telephone service for farmers, as
for residents of cities, to be at cost. i

4. A uniform postal raté for the
transportation of agricultural products
on all railroads. e REh

5. Public credit to be at the disposal
of counties and towns for the improve-
ment of roads and soil and for irriga-
tion and drainage.

American Socialism.

Of late we hear a great deal of
“American Socialism.” This term has
by certain people been used ns if
Socialism in America was something
different from Socialism in the old
countries. And especially the found-
ing-of communistic or coiperative col-
onies was pointed out to us as being
“American’ Socialism.” The discussion
about the matter is by no means free
from bitterness.

We intend to argue only with the
honest Knownothings ‘of Soclalism,
Such “knownothingness” is not sur-
prising, because Socialism has been
misrepresented and maligned by press,
pulpit and politicians so long that even
some so-called Socialists who did not
study the: subject have rather vague
and misleading conceptions about it. -

But the first requisite for the intel-
ligent ‘discussion of any theme is a
clear and accurate knotwledge of the
subject discussed.

The definition of Socialism, as gen-
erally accepted now, is “the collective
ownership of all the means of pro-
duction and distribution.” This. defi-
nition is about the same in all coun-
tries. It has been accepted by the
Socialists of Germany, as well as by
those of England, Italy, Holland, Bel-
ginm and by most all the socialist
groups of France,

Socialism. therefore. means virtually
the same thing in all civilized coun-
tries, and justly so. For-.in all civi-

|

|

lized countries, he they monarchies or
republics, the action of eapitalism and
competition is nearly the same, ahd
| the position of. the wage-workers is
exactly the same: ' to wit, the latter
depend upon the man with means for
an opportunity to. work and to live.

I
l

1

“In all civilized countries, and under
whatever form of government, the
present system of social production by
individual ownership has produced

with the Soclal-Democratic Party of | two classes; the propertyless class and

America.

The control of Political Power by
the Social Democratic Party will be
fantamount to the abolition of capi-
talism and of all class rule.

The solidarity of labor connecting
us with millions of class conscious fel-
low workers throughout the civilized
world will lead to International So-
cialism, the brotherhood of man.

As steps in this direction, we make
the following demands:

1. Revision of our antiquated KFed-
eral Constitution in order to remove
the obstacles to full and complete con-
trol of government by all the peéople;
irrespective of sex.

2. The public ownership of all indus-
tries controlled by monopolies, trusts
and combines.

3. The public ownership of all rail-
roads, telegraph, telephone, all means
of  transportation, communication,
water works, gas and electric plants,
and all other public utilities.

4. The public ownership of all gold,
silyer, copper, lead, coal, iron, and all
‘other mines; also 'of all oil and gas
wells, g
.5. Redgiction of th® hours of labor in
proportion to the increasing facilities
of production. ;

6. The inauguration of a system of
publi¢ works and improvements for the
employment of a large number of the
unemployed, the public credit to be
utilized for that purpose.

7. All useful inventions to be free to
all, the inventor to be remunerated by
the public.

' 8, Labor legislation to be made na-
tional instead of local, and interna-
tional where possible.

9. National insurance of working peo-
ple against accidents and lack of em-
ployment and old age. Hind

10. Equal civil and political rights
for women, and the abolition of all
laws - discriminating against women.

. 11. The adoption of the Initiative and
Referendum, and the right of recall of
representatives by the voters,

12. Abolition of war as far as the
United States are concerned, and the
introddetion of international arbltra-
tion instead. % i

'DEMANDS FOR FARMERS,

The Social Democratic. . of
America does not hope for estab-
lishment of fal order - the
‘increase of misery, but on the contrary

the capitalist class.  The middle ciass
is fast . disappearing in the mill- of
competition everywhere, and the issue
is now, or will be very soon, between
the two first classes. These are the
_conditions in England, in France, in
:Germany, and, in no small degree, in
our own country. Any attempt to ob-
scure this issue between these two
classes or to delay its settlement is
futile, and all other issues will speed-
ily be absorbed by it in all civilized
countries.

The difference is only in the methods
of the movement. ' And naturally the
tactics employed by the Socialfsts in
France differ somewhat from the tac-
tics in Germany, or Belginfm--but as
far as they are Social Déemocrats they
all agreé in the necessity of the rule
of the people and’ in the use of the
ballot.

1t has been said that the founding of
communistic colonies is the “Ameri
can' idea. That is not true. Outside
of the colonies of religious sects—the
Anglo Saxon mind of former days
tending towards religion—not one of
the innumerable communistic or co-
operative colonies that have been
founded and failed in Anierica, even

if made up of American membership,
vas cof American orjgin. Not one.
They all were founded upon the ideas
of French or German utopian Social-
ists—notably Fourier, Cabet and Weit-
ling. Of late we had some so-called
“Bellamy-Colonies.” but Bellamy had
no original Socialist ideas. His fa-
mous  “Looking Backward” simply
gave the ideas of modern German sci-
entific Socialists in an utopian form.
No colony scheme ever had Bellamy's
approval. :

Practical efforts to realize commu-
nism are not new and they are not
especially American. The dawn of
‘history shows a communistic period
for' all nations. Later Sparta add
the monasteries ‘of the Middle Ages
give us examples of the communistic
form of life. With the beginning of
the Reformation and the appearance
of capitalism in the history of hu.
manity we also see utoplan hotspurs
and ‘dreamerg who invented different

kinds of communistic systems and oc-

casionally tried to put them into prac-
tice. i |

All these attempts necessarily failed,
because their promoters disregarded

»

accontplish that
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| of a new day, the new. organization | . I. A. Hourwich, New York, expects Its coming through the deter- | the natural development of human
A T R R : - L Phillips, New York, mined, united efforts of the workers | society. ‘ ; :
The delegates met at Hull House, Jos. Barondess, New York, of both city and. country to gain and | As we mentioned before, history re-
mmntm adjournment, Jesse Cox Wm. Butcher, New York, Use: thé politieal power to that emd. | cords some communistic organizations
| qm!, in the chair, and Willlam Samuel Levine, New Jersey, In view of this we adopt the following | which did thrive. But under what
1 Mallly of Tennessee a5 secre- | G, A, Hoehn, Missouri,’ platform- for "the purpose of uniting | conditions? : .
| tary. The following executive commit- C. F. Meler, Missourt, the workers in the country with those | Since humanity has left its primitive
| tee was chonn:»é Jvmeneq:.vswm‘moir Mary G. Jones, Missouri, in the city: coodition all communistic communities

that ever existed have not lived by

their owir labor, but from the labor of

others. The Spartan commonwealth,

for instance, rested upon the most hor-

rible slavery of the Helotes. The

Spartans themselves did not produce,

they only consumed. The case of the

monasteries of the Middle Ages was
similar.. The monks or the nuns led

a contemplative life—they prayed,

begged or taught--but they produced

little or nothing, at any rate, never

enough to keep the monasteries alive. '
The serf peasantry took care of the

production. :

And right here, ict us define the dif-
ference between Soclalism and Com-
munism, and draw  the line of de-:
markation, : X

Communism proposes the commoun
ownership of the means of consump- .
tion, or, in some cases, the means of
production and consumption.

Soclalism; on the contrary, asks only
for the common ownership of the
means of production, as made neces-
sary by the modern development of the
tool into the 'machine. Socialism
leaves consumption, i. e, the selection
and the enjoyment of the means of life
to the free will and the ste of the in-
dividuals, :

Socialism is the child of civilization.
Soclalism was impossible in former
centuries. The '‘modern development
of the sheans of production—manufac-
turing in the present large scale—has
made Socialism possible and neces-
sary. Soclalism requires the modern
industrial development, i. e., capital-
ism as a forerunner, which centralizes
industry and trade. Socialism would
even now be impossible in Turkey,
Morocco, Cuba, China, Persia, etc.,
and even in Russia. But Socialism is
rapidly being made possible in Japan.

It is furthermore nonsensical to talk
about the “Socialism” of Christ and
the early Christians. The early Chris-
tians were communists in a similar
sense as the monks of the Middle Ages,
but they were not Socialists. The
early Christians depended upon the
contributions of the richer members
of the community for a living, and
upon the Lord for everything else,

Communism, as we seen in history,
implies a smack of barbarism, or of
religious fanaticism.

Socialism means a higher civilization
by multiplying and making use of all
the means of culture of capitalist so-
ciety.

Communistic colonies, except such as”
were based upon religious fanaticism,
have, so far, never, succeeded; most
of them only carried on a mock exist-
ence paid for by the sympathizers out-
side. In Brook Farm, .Nauvoo, Chel-
tenham, ete., the colonists, so to say,
simply consumed the b read furnished
from ontside, to which they themselves
hardly earned the salt,

The case is very similar in Ruskin,
Although the admission to the colony
requires the possession of quite a little
capital—500 dollars is the price of a
share—which naturally excludes al-
most half of the entire population of
the United States, and the very half
that needs the relfef most, the colony
i$ -not self-sustaining. It depends
largely upon the capitalist world for
assistance and tries to 'reach it!by
printing a paper, by selling books, by
manufacturing, ete. And although
there are constant appeals to the soli-
darity of the sympathizers, the out-
look is far from being promising.

That a general return to such com-
munistic colonies would mean the re-
turn to the system of production of a
very small seale with all its weakness,
waste and barabarism, our colony be-
lievers seem to overlook. And they
even call this the “American economic
movement,” while in reality it is the
most uneconomic affair imaginable.
If the successful foundation of many
thousands of such communistic colo-
nies would De possible in this or any
other country, then socialism would be
impossible.

‘We would no doubt do the capitalists
a great factor if we would relieve them
from the sometimes burning care of
the unemployed. The trouble is we
cannot do It if we try. According to
the Ruskin colony idea, it woulld take
fifty million dollars to take care of
the 100,000 unemployed of Chicago
alone. And New York has at least
as many. And how about the other
large cities? And the success of the
colonies. would not be assured even
then. g o '

Ituskin and evéry other coiperative
colony must work exactly like a capi-
talist stock company. The only dif-
ference is that the codperative com-
pany will always be at a disadvantage,
when compgred to the capitalist busi-
ness enterprise, even when the former
has as much capital as the latter. The
coliperative undertaking, because it is
¢oiperative, cannot press any surplus
value out of its members, and, there-
fore, its capital will not grow. On the
other hand. it has to spend its main
strength fighting strong capitalist con-
cerns, while it Is just that fight of
competitior. that fixes the prices of the
products. "

Competition has to disappear ere a
general . lowering of the cost of ' pro--
duction and a general uplifting of the

of life is‘possible. :

But one colony cannot accomplish
that. And one thousand ecolonies
could not’ accomplish it. In order to

‘we must, mecessarily,

i

o
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ﬂlVév control overmeenune produc- | w,

And that it is easy to r¢ te suc-
cessfully the entire production of any
 branch of industry our '
. proven to the satisfaction of all.
These trusts accomplisli what thou-
 sands of cobperative colonies coulld
‘never accomplish, i. e, the trusts regu-
‘late production. The trusts make it
possible to have a general lowering of
the price of products and a general
rise of the h:ﬁndndt tl_mot"nvmg-——-u the
people get of them.
' The gmmonweanh could regulate
‘matters even better and more success--
fully than the trusts; for there are
means of power at the command of
the commonwealth, which the trusts
i nevern;h:l;e. ‘ dition of success In
But the “con it

" this s that the
basis a commonwenlth must
' ge mch state of the Union,

be very large. One
. for instance, Wisconsin, XKansas or.
New York, would be insufficient for
a Cobperative Commonwealth: None
of them could furnish the basis for
- earrying on production on the larg-
est modern seale even in a sio-
gle industrial branch—not to speak
of all branches—because °competi-
tion with private enterprises would
not cease. For example, it ngllllél
be impossible to carry - on - Suc-
cessfully the ofl business in Wiscon-
sin in competition with the Standard
Ol Company, especially since we hava
" no oil wells in Wisconsin, =
' It is even questionable whether any
~one European - country., Bugland,
France or Germany, for instance—al-
though each of them is called a great
power—if standing alone, could fur-
nish a basis for independent cojper-
ative produdtion. ;
Every one of these countries, not
' producing cotton and certain miner-
uls of great importance (for instance,
Swedish iron, quicksilver, copper, etc),
and every one of these countries be-
ing unable to support its inhabitants
in ease of the failure of a single crop,
could not be considered a self-suffic-
ing basis for Colperative Common-
wealth. ; i
SOf all the civilized countriés in the
world, probably the United BStates

aloue could furnish such a basis, be-

cause the people of the United States,

even if isolated, could carry on pro- j -

duction in the highest degree inde-
pendent of all other nations, on ac-
count of the great size of the country
und the wonderful variety of its prod-
uets. i

Tnder such conditions it is clear
that all communistic colony schemes
have only the effect of leading peo-
ple astray from the road to our goal.
They only have-the effect of getting

" the minds of the people confuised as
to our aims. They hinder the progress
of our ideas. Colony schemers have
a habitof hiding and denying the class
struggle. for they by necessity live in
the spirit of capitalism, and are even
in danger of wsing the methods of
capitalist swindlers. For what are
we to call a “Codperative Gold Mine”
started with a capital of $2,500,000
dollars when the cash on hand is
$33.23, “with liabilities unknown?’
Bspecially, If.we consider that the
present owrer is willing to sell this
“Codperative Commonwealth” for $5.-
000 cash and $05,000 in bonds secured
by a mortgage on said Cobperative
Commonwealth,” Truly, in one sense,
this i the first+“painfully” American
colony scheme we know of; this
scheme having the “gold brick” idea
about it peculiar to certain Americans,
But it is not the kind of Americans
we Socialists appeal to. %

Our Ameriean Socialism is only a
branch of International Socialism, as
American capitalism is only a branch
of international capitalism.

American capitalism differs some-
what in methods from capitalism in
Europe, for here it has full sway, not
diaving any remnant of feudatism to
c¢ombat with. If anything, capitalism
here is more reckless of bhuman life
and more brutal than in most of the
old countries. . American = Socialism
has to take that into consideration.
and also’the fact that the ballot, ir
fised rightly, forms a far more power-
ful weapon in this country than in
iy other. y :

American Socialism starts out with
the “threadbare truism”
present system  divides society into
two classes, the “have all” and the
“have nothing” class, and that it is
the great mass of the people that do
all the useful work who belong to
the “have nothing” class. Therefore
American Socialism is class consclous.
'Phis does not mean that the Socialist

must hate every capitalist individu- | pose

ally, that some should be picked out
o us Mscarecrows,’”. while the economic
» power and political encroachment of
i1l the others should silently be sub-
mitted to. It -means that while ‘we
understand that every individual cap-
italist is the result of the present sys-
tem as much as the wage worker, we
still must fight the ecapitalists as a
¢lass, because the producers ¢annot
reasonably expect anything but ex:
ploitation from the exploiters as a
clﬂ“. i . ) i 3 '
In short, American Soclalism rec-

' ognizes that the development of cap-.|

italist socie bstitutes tyrannical |

monopoly by a yority for individual

property of the ny. But it does

not ‘revolt , nized facts:

to renascend the current of centuries
the

that our

ch is going on before
On the eanu;uurg, it bends to the

8
}: a law of soclolegic evolu-

‘whi

eyes.
laws of
'since it

trusts have. | tion that with 1nodern civilization all
| means of

production pass

formn of individual property to that of
eapitalist. property and then take the
concentrated form of a trust for the
benefit of a few—the contention of the
American Soclalist is this: In the
measure that these immense capitalist
properties, which dry up and destroy
small and individual property, are
formed, in that measure social prop-
erty shall be substituted for capitat-
ist property. ; !

'J.‘op accomplish this we want to make
use of our political liberty and take
possession of the public powers. And
while this process'is going en we
also want to lighten the burdens on
the shoulders of the wage workers
and producers in general by constantly
agitating, enacting and enforcing laws
in their favor, so as to strengthen
their pawer of resistance in the great
struggle. [This has been done in such
a wonderful degree in Germany dur-
ing the past fifteen years, that the
"physical -well-being of the wage work-
ers of the industrial districts has been
improving greatly. Formerly the
country districts used to send most of
the men fit for military service, the

. from the.

ery | the purpose of the Social Democratic

Party of America. . '
. ¢ VICTOB,L..BERGER.‘

- | OBSTACLES IN THE WAY.
e ‘

In the United States the independ-
ent political labor or Socialist move-
ment encounters.certain obstacles not
met with in other ‘countries. Among
these is the spoil system in politics.
In the c¢ity of Chicago, for example,
there are said to be some 20,000 jobs,

big and Httle, which are in the gift

of the su¢cessful politicians, ‘I'he
civil service law has lessened the pol-
‘ftician’s patronage to a slight extent
only; and for this reason it has so
excited their ire and opposition that
the law is likely to be greatly modi-
fled, if not. entirely repealed.

‘The politicians of both dominant
parties, before an  election, promise

these jobs to those that work for

them, as the price of their support.
Republicans promise each job to at
least two or three moré men, and
Democrats do the same. Thus, there
are probably eighty thousand voters
to whom jobs under the city are prom-
ised before each municipal’ election.
Most of these eighty thousand men

- =

the old-time politician, the political

job hunter and the opponent of inde-
pendent political action, bonest or dis-
hoaest, i . g

Great as are the obstacles in its
path, the Social Democratic Party has
set about resolutely to overcom 4
It relies upon the development of so-
cial and economic conditions to force
the truth into minds of the peo-
ple. Of the 80, people who are
promised jobs at each municipal elec-
tion, 60,000 must be disappointed,
since there are but 20,000 jobs .to be

given out. Sooner or later these men:

will learn that their real hope of hon-
;orable and well rewarded employ-
ment lies not in the deceitful prom-
ises of lying politicians, but in the po-
litical movement of the working class,
which has for its object to give to
each and every one a job; not a tem-
porary one depending upon the uncer-
-tain whim of some scurvy politician;
but a permanent one with easy hours
and full pay—pay limited only by the
amount of wealth that each can pro-
duce with the best machinery and per-
fect Industrial organization.

Branch 1, 8t. Louls, - met Friday
evening and after much discussion de-

cided Dy fourteen votes against one to

S DEBS WITH US?

““The more 1 think of the outcome

at Chicago the more 1 am convinced

that the wisest counsels prevailed. |

am going to try and get in shape for
the greater work hhead, the very thougl;n
of which arouses all my energy and
ambition. I am full of faith i.n thé future. ,

The new party will blaze the way to

victory. The noble people we met at

Comrade Hoehn.

Chicago linger with me still.””— Com-

rade Eugene V. Debs in a letter to

factory districts never being able to
Jill their quota. This is rapidly chang-
ing on account of the many laws for
the protection of workingmen. The
industrial districts not only fill thelr
quoia now, but are ahead of most
rural- districts.] .

American Socialism means to sup-
support the true economi¢ movement
of the American wage workers, the
trades unlon movement, this being at
the present time the only weapon of
the wage worker outside of the bal-
lot. American Soclalists do not pro-
to run away from the capitalists;
they intend to stay right in the battle
and compel capitalist society to take
careof the inemployed andof the aged
and invalids of labor. They Intend to
raise their voice and votes against the
exploitation of children, mothers and
unborn babes. These and a great
many other duties, which fall upon
them with the present eivilization,
American Socialists will “try to per-
form before the Coiiperative Common-
wealth Is reached. Rut théy do not
intend to compete with capitalist “pro-
moters” in selling bonds for nebulous
“gold mines.” American Socialists
: fight open and above board every-
‘where and fight all capitalist parties
a%e They cannot and will not as-
‘sist capftalist politicians of one color

|| in one state and of the other color in

ier state. In short, American So-
: ists will be simply Socialists, and
nothing else. . B

 And to gather and unite under its

to ar-
| banner such American Socialists 1s

have some influence and get their
friends to vote for their candidate in
order to lelp them to a job. Rela-
tives and friends are thus brought to
vote for certain candidates entirely
regardless of the principles the c¢andi-
dates are supposed to represent. The
effect is tremendous, All regard to
political principles, all desire to better
conditions by reforms, is thus swal-
lowed up in the struggle for political
jobs. 0or men are especially open
to such influences. And it is to poor
men that the Socialist movement must
look chiefly for support. 2

.This state of things brings. treason
to the camp of the independent polit-
ical movement. Men whe have no in-x
fluence with the dominant parties’
come into the independent party and
become active and prominent in it in
order to prove to the old line politi-
clans that they can influence votes:
and then they forthwith sell their sup-
posed influence to the politicians upon
the promise of jobs. This, indeed,
was the stronghold of the People's
Party politiclan. He used his party
48 a club to enable him to get the
Democrats to open a way for him to

Chicago

the ple counter, The j city
hall bas in it many of these Judases.
' .The Democratic has

purified itself of all such traders, It

has withdrawn from the -old Soclal
Dem ‘

scandal. It has adopted a Bocialist

political platform too marrow to hold

.

withdraw from the 8. D, of A, Fur-
ther action in regard to S. . P. of A,
was postponed antil arrival of consti-
tution.

On June 15 the Executive Board met
at the home of Comrade Eugene Dietz-
gen to editorially revise the platform
and draft a constitution as instructed
by Hull House meeting. Besides the
members of the board Comrades Smith
of Califorria, Hoehm and Jones of
Missouri, 'Theo. Debs, Keleher and
Schwerzgen were present. Illness has
prevented the attendance of Comrade
Bugene V. Debs at the previous meet-
ings, but his enthusiastic approval of
the action taken showed his apprecl-
ation of the courage and generalship
that gave birth to the Socfal Demo-
cratic Party. -

The ’Appeal'to Reason, * which has
done valiant work for Socialism, sup-
ports the Social Democratic Party and
prints the address in last week's paper.
The Appeal is 25 cents a year and
should be in the homes of all comrades.
~ Bundle orders for the Herald will
be filled ‘at 50 cents per hundred.
Send in orders at once for a hundred or
more coples and get it out among the
peTogl:'news fm : trlend
: m our -
where is most encou 3 pmt
and persistent work will accomplish
wonders'in a few weeks. .

T

e them.’

4 cago linger with me still.”

Lily Truelove's G

(Continwed from pag""

though I shall always p
scientific platform in e
Such little defects as these |
be remedied. 'When our ne g
tion is in working order we na;
an intelligent platform di
the columns of our Socialist
it i8 only by free, general @
that we find out the mistakes
fects. o

% = L]

Indeed, "I am well pleased
outcome of the Uhlich’s Hall o
tion, and I see a bright future
Social Democratic Party of A
at the same time being’ fully
of the great and hard work we
before us. No success without
work and sacrifice. Greetings to.
comrades and friends through
country. Onward in the noble
for labor's emancipation and
‘man freedom . ]

4 * 5 2

Yes, “Gene’ has to take a few
rest -to regain his health. You
soon hear frem him again. In his
letter he writes me: . “The mon
think of the outcome at Chicago §
more I am satisfied that the ivis
counsels prevailed. I am going to §
to get in shape for the greater wos
ahead , the very thought of whis
arouses all my energy and ambition:
am full of faith in the future. T
«©w party will blaze the way to ¢
tory. The noble people we met at C
» L
Sound economic principles are
rock on which the Social Democra
Party will be built. In order to leal
the American proletariat to victory w
need men and women with clear
ligence and noble hearts in our o
ization. Our representative comrad
such as organizers, agitators, ete., mg
above all understand Socialism and 8
aims and objects of the Socialist aj

v

i

| st., Chieago, 1.

"~

labor movement. . No agitator can
the minds of the people as long as
himself is a confusionist.
¢ = ;

Comrade Sincere, I assure you
you will always find me in the bat
for Socialism, no matter how brig
or dark the outlook may be. My b
wishes to ‘all our good comrades. =8
LILY TRUELQO
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