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PROGRESS IN THE EAST.

At Hartford three meetings were
held, the public meeting on the even-
ing of the 29th being one of the best
of the whole trip. At New Haven the
mass meeting was a very large one
and many Y.le students were in at-
tendance, a number of whom remained,
to shake hands with the speaker and
express sentiments of approbation. The
public meeting was followed by a
meeting of members and resulted in
the formation of a new branch. stim
another ig under way and will soon be
in active operation.

The meeting at Brockton was a4 most
satisfactory one. At the close a re-
ception was given by the Central La-
bor Union at their hall which was a
very pleasant affair. During my stay
in Brockton I met a number of mem-
bers of the Socialist Labor Party who
treated me with cordiality and kind-
ness.

Notwithstanding a heavy rain, the
Haverhill meeting *vas an immense
success, It was held under the aus-
pices of the Central Labor Union and
was preceded by a parade which the
downpour of rain was not permitted to
prevent. A pleasant reception was
held the following morning by the
Central Labor Union at their comfort-
able rooms. The members of the So-
cialist Labor party did much to make
the meeting a succes and I feel under
special obligations to them. In fact.
at almost every point I visited, I was
warmly greeted by members of the So-
clalist Labor Party and only in a few
instances did they conduct themselves
in an unbecoming manner, and then
to their own disadvantage. Of course
1 freely foegive them, for they did not
know better. After awhile they will
learn that scientific socialism i{s not
incompatible with good manners.

From Holyoke I went to Exeter,
where a good meeting was held ind
the first branch in New Hampshire in-
stituted. New Bedford, Portland,
Holyoke and Fitchburg followed with
good meetings. At Jersey City on the
evening of the 9th 79 new members
were enrolled. Eltweed Pomeroy, the
widely renowned champion of direct
legislation, and Comrade  Strobell
addressed this meeting and rendered
valuable assistance,

Two enthusiastic meetings were held
in Brooklyn and one in Paterson. Al
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the latter the Rev. Dr. Galloway, who
is very popular with workingmen, de-
livered an able address. The Balti-
more meeting was largely, attended.
Comrade Joseph Barondess of New
York made a stirring speech which was
well received. The ndmes of 57 new
members were enrolled. A banquet
was given by the local branch at which
a number of toasts were proposed and
responded to, Comrade Barondess act-
ing as master of ceremonies,

From Baltimore I went to Cleveland
where a well attended meeting was
held under the auspices of the Central
Labor Union. The meeting was pre-
sided over by the veteran Isaac Cow-
en who, with the assistance of such
able comrades as Robt. Bandlow, Max
Hayes and others, insured the success
of the gathering. The Rev. Mrs, H. S.
Lake, one of the mnoblest and most
gifted women in the American move-
ment, graced the occasion with her
presence. The Central Labor Union
of Cleveland is an admirably progres-
sive body and its wise, honest and
fearless leadership is blazing the way
for the trades unionism of the future.

In closing I wish to emphasize the
necessity of each union being prompt
in the payment of dues. Is your
union in good standing? If not, why
not? Where it is necessary, collectors
should be appointed and the dues from
each member collected in advance, so
that on or before the 5th day of the
month the treasurer can promptly for-
wvard to headquarters a remittance
covering the monthly dues of the en-
tire membership as provided by law.
The amount is small and the organiza-
tion depends upon it.

Bach member of cach branch Is
earnestly requested to do his best to
advance the movement. Get a new
member, or a subscriber to the Social
Democrat, or sell a copy of “Merrie
England.” Do something!

The work of the colonization de-
partment should also have the undi-
vided attention of our membersh\p
Each branch should have a collector
for the colonization fund as providad
in Sec. 10 of the constitution of the
colonization department, and see to it
that he does his duty.

We must all work with all our en-
ergy and the success of the Social

Democracy is assured.
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S. M. Jones, Mayor. of Toledo,
Expresses His Opinion on
Late Ohio Elections.

The elections of yesterday plainly in- !
dicate that we are passing through a |
period of increasing unrest and grow- |
ing discontent.
might be superficially inferred, that
the people have thrown down the Re-

publican and taken up tke Democratic | ance of the people.

party to be their politicat savior. It
means rather that the people feel they |

need to be saved from threatened de-|

struction and they are eagerly looking

for a relief that has not yet appeared.
With a patience that Is infinite the!

great peoples have waited for relief

from the increasing injustice of our |
present social situation only to see|

their burdens made heavier and every
possible way of escape apparently hid-
den from their view. During the last
dozen years the people of the United
States have felt the need of a soclal
order that would make it possible that
every man who is willing to work
might live, and live in such a way that
he and his family were fit to be cit-
izens of a free republic.

During all of this time and more this
has been an impossibility for great
masses of our people. Dissatisfied with,
and seeing clearly the injustice of, a
system that permits a few to grow in-
ordinately rich, while denying the
many the right to live at all, they have
turned to the political leaders. These,
in most instances, have been “blind
leaders of the blind,” proposing reme-
dies that only added to the confusion
and general distress, and the deluded

ople have sought' rellef in wvain,
ing from one set of ledders to the
er, and this will continue until self-
ishness is dethroned and the real party
of the people be set up which will rec-
(nlr.e the need of a radical change in
our industrial order that will take into
account the rights of the man displaced
by the machine, and be willing to aps
ply the remedy, even though it be the
: udomlon of a social ‘and industrial or-

about. Theumedyunotmthe
‘proteetio

dq- that our gundpurontl knew noth-

Save the man who devised it from the
impending destruction threatened by

{'an unjust social and political system.
[ This will be done; great and good men

nnd women all over our land are pro-
clalming the day of deliverance, and
the real reign of the people is about to
begln The tyrant and the boss, wheth-

It does not mean, as|er millionaire or pauper, must retire—
Jboth are an excrescence on the civil-

ization that is to witness the deliver-
We can and we
will solve the problems, and one of the
most encouraging signs of the times
is to be seen in the repudiation of the
i rule of the dollar in Ohio. T predict
| that, should the Legislature be Demo-
| eratie, the people will be equally ready
to repudiate the rule of John R, Mec-
Lean or “any other millionaire,” for
the rule and reign of bosses and boodle
i is to disappear and the reign of the
people, the real people (and by that I
mean all of the people), is to begin.

We are leaving behind us the old
self that believes one-half of the peo-
ple can live by destroying the other
half, and we will devise a system that
will prove “all men” have an equal
right to the pursuit of life and liberty.

A fitting climax to sensational elec-
tion returns came to me at 3 o'clock
this morning. Loud and persistent
ringing of the door-bell brought me out
of bed, to find at the front door an of-
ficer, who served on me, as mayor of
Toledo, an injunction of the United
States Court restraining the city of
Toledo from interfering in any man-
ner with its own property recently ap-
propriated by the Wheeling & Lake
Erie Railroad, and so, we have right
before us a sample of the kind of gov~
ernment the people have tired of, and
that they tried to repudiate at the polls
yesterday. The reign of dollars is past
and the rule of millions is dawning—
the, millions are not dollars, but mil-
lions of men. Let us thank God and
take courage.

Merrle England u the best work on
pmtiqu Socialism ever published.
You can get one hundred copies of our
Bocul Democmy edition for ;8.50.

Boraoe Greau:r whm he was the

Truth.
(By James Shelden Ingalls)

Aye, Truth’s a gem of priceless worth,
‘With many delicate facets,
Reflecting oft the sun's pure light,
As by the wand of magic,
In colors rich and pure as gold,
In red, and green, and yellow,
In all the varied tints and shades
And all the lights and shadows
Of golden sunset's ruddy glow
Or rainbow’s mystic splendor.

And oft we stand and view afar
One little face—one facet,
‘With its single ray of green or gold,
Or what the color chanceth,
And in our folly vainly think
We've seen truth"s radiant splendor,
And straight tesolve for e'er to be
A true and staunch defender.

Has he less truth who sees the red
Than he who sees the yellow? -

Should green declare that blue's not

light

Because of hue or shadow?

And shall we say our friend is wrong
While we're in equal error?

Let's not forget that Truth's white light
Is all tints blent together.

Margaret Haile's
Reasons for Jolning the Social Democracy.

Now that there are two Socialist po-
litical parties in this country, many are
asking why this should be, and new
converts to Socialist principles are
wondering which they should join, For
the benefit of such inquirers, as well as
to make my position clear to my cld
comrades, I wish to state some of the
reasons-why I have resigned from the
8. L. P. and joined the Social Democ-
racy.

Both parties stand for the same gen-
eral principles, and have for their ob-
ject the total abolition of the capitalist
system and the institution of the co-
operative commonwealth through the
agency of political action on the part of
the organized wage-earning class. But
when it comes to party policy the dif-
ference begins. The S. L. P. unfortun-
ately had its policy dictated to it, and
fastened upon it immovably before it
was big enough to think for itself or
appreciate what it was doing. In the
new party the mistakes of the old one
will be avoided. For instance:

The 8. L. P. expels, right and left,
those who differ in opinion from its
leaders (“‘drivers” would be more apt).
“Whip him into line or whip him out
of the party,” was the brutal cry of one
of these “leaders” in regard to Herbert
N. Casson at the time of his expulsion
from the party for the crime of criticis-
ing De Leon's methods. Another mem-
ber of the party, a devout De Leonite,
who vibrates between the asylum and
the jail, and in the intervals offers, in
bar rooms, to make Socalist speeches
for a drink, is excused for the same
leader, as “our comrade who is some-
times i1l and sometimes indiscreet!”
(Isn't that rich?) The organizer of a
Boston section, at a business meeting
on the 4th inst., declared that “for
those who don't like our tactics there
is always the door! and if they won't
get out, we'll put them out!”

Social Democracy says on the con-
trary, “We cannot afford to lose a
man. If a man does not quite agree
with you that is all the more reason
why you should bear with him, reason
with him, ard teach him."

The S. L. P. antagonizes organized
labor. Its leaders take no part in the
actual manifestation of the class strug-
gle, but stand off in a corner and call
names. Its official organ calls all labor
lenders fakirs, thieves, bunco-steerers,
ete., ad nauseam—even Ben Tillet is a
“bluffer, ignoramus and blatherskite.”
The official head and representative
of the party, at a public lecture in Bos-
ton, classically designates organized la-
bor as “the American Federation of
Bedbugs” and ‘“the Great American
Tape-worm!"” And still more effectual-
ly estranges it by starting a rival
trades organization < which uses 2
counterfeit of the duly patented union
label.

Social Democracy says, “Granting
that the present leaders of organized
labor are blind leaders of the blind, let
us g to the root of the matter and pa-
tiently and wisely teach the people who
elect the-leaders, so that they may
hereafter choose worthy leaders and
brave intelligence to see to it that
those leaders lead them aright.” = The
official head and representative of the
Social Democracy goes among the
workers, gives his personal aid in their
struggles to better their condition

‘(hopeless though he may believe them

to be), gaining their confidence and re-
spect, and establishing a bond of sym-
pathy between himself and them,
knowing well that when they have
tried their own way and failed they
will be more willing to listen to his.

The new convert naturally asks,
“But why come out of the S. L. P. Just
because you don't like its tactics? Why
not stay Inside and help change

them?” It has been tried, my child. |’
1 believed that way mmlf. with many

endorsed at a former convention as a
8. L. P. propaganda paper, opened ity
columns to a discnssion of the wisdom
of some of the party tactics, This was
the signal for its downfall. A crusade
against it was started. It was repu-
diated at the '96 convention, and by all
the sections whose wires could be man-
ipulated from New York to Boston.
The life of a labor paper is precarious
at best, and determined opposition soon
tells. Publication of Labor was speed-
ily suspended.

Next a propaganda paper was started
in the Jewish language which permit-
ted at least to those who understood
that language the right of free speech
upon party matters in its columns.
That paper was not suspended—but its
editors and hundreds of its supporters
were. They were branded as anarch-
ists, knaves and fools, and all because
they dared to criticise De Leon's meth-
ods and suggest a wiser course. Sec-
tions of sympathizers in New York,
Brooklyn and Philadelphia were “re-
organized,” of course with the sympa-
thizers left out.

Again, at a Socialist meeting on- the
Common two weeks ago, the organizer
of a Boston section assaulted a com-
rade who was circulating an unofficial
publication, tore up his papers and laid
down the law that no paper should be
circulated at a Socialist meeting but
the New York People! When the mat-
ter was reported to the section later,
the section endorsed the action of the
organizer!

So ended my hope of any change for
the better in the S. L., P.

Now I don't believe the rank and file
of the party throughout the country be-
lieve in such tactics, but we can't get
away from the fact that a party’s lead-
ers, its principal speakers, organizerz,
editors and official representatives, in
the big cities give their own stamp to
the party, set the pace for the rest, and
the rank and-file shares in the dis-
grace. And you can't sliake them off,
any more than you can a bull dog
when he has once got a good hold. The
best thing you can do is to get off with
your life and let them have the mouth-
ful. Clearly the best thing for the So-
clalist movement in this country to do
is to go ahead on the new and rational
lines, and leave to the S. L. P. the
mouthful it already has.

These are only a few of the facts, for
all of which and a hundred others of a
like nature I can vouch, which led me
to resign from the S. L. P. and join the
Social Democracy.—Margaret Halile in
Coming Nation,

Our Danger from Fads.

The great significance of the election
in Greater New York on Tuesday lies
in the fact that it was a referendum.
From this very fact the people of this
country who are tacit Socialists but
primarily  referendum worshipers
should learn a much needed lesson.
The reason Tammany hall, with its
long record of political rascality and
open promise of further corruption,
was voted again into power was that
the majority of the dwellers in Greater
New York approve of political rascal-
ity and corruption. Tammany well
represents the people. Not long ago
some short-sighted “reformers” were
loudly demanding that the “reform'
parties drop their differences and unite
on a one-plank platform calling for
the initiative and referendum. In the
light of the election just over in New
York, such short-sighted fellows ought
to be relegated to the rear. They may
haye wisdom sufficient to follow, but
they certainly lack the wisdom neces-
sary for leadership. The cause of the
downtrodden is much too sacred and
important to be at the mercy of su-
perficial reasoners and hap-hazard
leaders. It is a sad situation for the
toiler, struggling for emancipation,
when he submits to the leadership of
ignorance. Where, in the name of
goodness, can we find any reform from
the referendum just taken in New
York! Will the one-idea fellows please
tell us?

The fact is that the referendum is
a good or a bad measure accordingly
as the people are good or bad. It sim-
ply reflects their condition of soctal
morals. And if the people are not clear
enough to provide themselves with
good government by means of the ref-
erendum, what hope can we have for
their properly using the Initiative? Let
us meet these questions with our eyes
open and with freedom from prejudice
or partisanship. This is no time for
prejudice. It is the time for .clear
thinking.

We are led to these thoughts by rea-
son of the fact that today Sociallsm—
the struggle for the complete eman-
cipation of the wage slave—is actually
obstructed by sronpl of men, ‘other-

der one-idea hnnm l.nd who have de-
| veloped partisanship

tainly approve of the referendum prin-
ciple, but they are alive to the fact
that a referendum can only reflect the
state of the people morally, and that
while it would be a good and even a
neeessary thing when the Soclalistic
state Is once attained, it is of very
doubtful value at the present time. So
long as the competitive system and the
wage system rules society, society can
not help being commercial in the
meanest sense, and a referendum will
only reflect that commercial spirit of
exploitation. The politician who ex-
ploits his position and the people he
represents will not appear in his true
colors to the average commercial cit-
izen. . He is not only looked on as a
necesgary evil, but he is enivied by the
many who would like the chance to
get a suck at the public teat. Indeed,
there are many otherwise upright cit-
izens who will excuse the corrupt pol-
itician as justified by conditions and
by the business atmosphere surround-
ing him, and who become very sus-
picious of the kid-gloved “reformer,”
feeling that the latter “is inexpe-
rienced in polities,” and will take too
long to be broken in, While the profit
system exists, therefore, the referen-
dum will merely exalt people who be-
lieve in it, The referendum as a fad is
a sad thing to contemplate when we
realize that one of the old parties may
make a fake issue of it as a political
trick.

Another thing that is in danger of
developing into a fad is the Labor Ex-
change. If it were merely put forward
as a means of present relief for people
in hard luck, no one could object to
it. But too often it is put forward as
a complete remedy for wage slavery,
while in point of historical develop-
ment it cannot possibly be a remedy.
Its only hope of being such would lie
in a return to individual production.
The great fact of modern development
lies in its social form of production,
and with this fact we must reckon,
Fifty years ago a man could make a
shoe and put it in the Labor Exchange.
Today our shoemaker works in a fac-
tory under the laws of social produc-
tion and in accordance with the mod-
ern division of Jabor. Perhaps he only
tends a machine that burnishes a boot-
heel, and, more than that, he does not
own the machine with which he works.
What can such a man put in the Labor
Exchange? Certainly not the burnish-
ed heel, rfor he does not own 1t when
finished, let alone the material of
which it is made and the machine used
in producing it. Nor can he leave the
factory and make shoes on his own ac-
count—he has only learned to burnish
heels! It is high time, therefore, that
the Labor Exchange ceased to be a fad
and a cure-all. Otherwise scientific
Sccialists may ocease to have patience
with it.

Place a Merrie England in the hands
of every one of your neighbors. Only
$3.50 per hundred, copies.

Freedom and Its Opportunities.

Gov. John R. Rogers of Washing-
ton, in & paper in Arena for Novem-
ber, with the above title, presents some
factors of the approaching transition
in society.

He believes the honest recognition of
them will produce a peaceful change
and the suppression of them violence
and bloodshed, whenever the many
shall become conscious of the hopeless-
ness of their condition under the pres-
ent regime.

He points out that man is “the cren-
ture of his environment and of his
thoughts.” Thus he supplements the
natural selection of Charles Darwin
and the Survival of the Fittest of
Herbert Spencer, and -puts sentient
humanity above the
stituents of the physical body.

Thoughts are infectious and the
thought of one soul can move a com-
munity and communities move the fa-
tion until the thought, the idea, be-
comes realized in action and the ir-
repressible conflict is born.

The conflict (it is now on rather
than approaching) he styles one of
mankind against Mammon—of the al-
mighty dollar against’ Almighty God.

He does not believe “there is yet
sufficlent agreement on  principles
among the champions of freedom.” Ef-
fectual action must come on a base
line of truth, on which all can agree,
and that this truth must not be too
fine-spun but self-evident to all. The
essayist would lay this base line on
natural laws,

Life and the means of llfe depenl
upon the normal workings of these
natural laws. Nations who trifle with
them perish. Brotherhood is such a
natural law, humanity being related
physically and spiritually.

The greatest need is troedom. and |

the second is opporhm!ty to better
one’s condition. Man must seek happi-
neullneo it is the law of his being.

her lan tollom feudalism, noehuom fol-

chemical con-

spun. When the navigator charts a
path among+the breakers he does not
practice the rule of thumb and the im-
pressionist style will not suffice for
our guidance in the social world.

‘When we assume to chart the do-
main of man is it true that we can
dispense with finely spun lines? Is it
true that the lines on which we are
to proceed can ever be ‘‘self-evident
to all and as perceivable as the noon-
day?”

The superficial social invesfigator is
as much an anomaly as would be the
superficial astronomer or navigator—
more—in as much as social wrecks in-
volve the very soul of things. Do not
let the task that confronts our age be
under estimated. The world has had
but one La Place and but one Newton,
in physical demonstration. We have
had but one Marx in the demonstration
of human affairs.

Surplus profit was by no means a
self-evident truth. Does capital re-
veal the mechanism of the economic
world as La Place revealed the me-
chanism of the heavens. No natural
law lies on the surfacé to be picked up
like a Klondike nugget. We cannot
so0 easily arrive at the laws which con-
trol the well being of humanity.
Neither is truth born of any discussion.
No discussion revealed the theory of
gravitation or the existence of an ad-
ditional ‘planet, but these great time-
marking discoveries were the result of
genius and conscientious research.

Karl Marx gave us the natural law
in the economic world which is our
base line of truth necessary for agree-
ment in the administration of econom-
ic affairs, The revealing of the law cf
surplus profit rang the departure of
human exploitation. This fact is en-
tirely overlooked, in the Arena’s essay
on Freedom and Opportunity, though
for fifty years millions have been
massing on this base line in economies.

The communist manifesto defined it
in 1848. The platform of The Inter-
national defined it in the next decade
and La Salle’s Program deflned it in
1862, the Socialist labor party in 1889
and the Social Democracy of America
in 1897. Not a line of that work has
been displaced, but a full generation
has built upon it, and no other work
yvet appears to replace it. We may
crave the fame of a discoverer in this
field but until a second Columbus ap-
pears in economics we must be con-
tent to till the land already discovered.

The genius aud devotion of Marx
and his coadjutors flagged this terri-
tory fifty years ago, and their honors
are not easlly won from them.

Still it will be interesting to see what
Gov. Rogers has in store for us in
December's Arena of discoveries and
combinations on the land question,
which will hasten the coming of free-
dom and opportunity.

When our chief magistrates give
themselves to economic research the
people may well rejoice, In this quar-
ter our chief rulers are still Kkilling
themselves by playing “Sweet pretly
man" at dress receptions. M. G.

Boston, Nov. 19, 1897.

Socialist Mottoes. o

Suggestions to the practical teacher of
penmanship.

-

Altruism is but the vehicle of So-
clalism.

Banks beget beggars.

Capitalism is the crematory of noble
ambitions,

Degeneracy is the on'spring of greed
and want.

Egotism is the vehicle of capital-
ism.

Flags inspire, rags degrade.

Greed aspires to wealth, graca to
fame.

Hypocrisy goes hand in hand with
villainy.

Ignorance is the mother of prejudice.

Justice is on the stage, equality in
death, only.

Knowledge is the bone, and kind-
ness the marrow, of the ethical sys-
tem.

Labor and love edify, luck and lust
debase.

Mercy is not the password to the
antechambers of capitalism.

Nature's law can not survive under
a system of ruthless competition.

Outlaws are outlawed by capitalism.

Poverty is the fire of the modern
Moloch.

Quill and paper are passively obedi-
ent to the forger, the plagiarist, and
the judge issuing an injunction,

Revolutions are a part of the evolu-
tion of the ages.

Socialism provides for social wmu
capitalism for individual wants,

Thralldom makes thrift a vice and
a curse.

Unsound is the system that can not
be logically defended.

Verities, proclaimed without fear, are
dangerous to a bad system. :

‘Wealth is now produced by those
that do not possess it.

Y follows X, Z follows Y; capital-
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NOTICE.

TO ALL LOCAL BRANCHES: Your
attention is called to the following sec-
tion of the constitution: *“On or before
the 6th day of each month the treasar-
er shall remit hy postal money order
the monthly dues for current month to
the National Councll, and each local
branch shall remit the full amount due
for the entire membership.”

Subscribe for the Socla]'Democ'rat.

Don't forget your duty to your fel-
lows, but work, work unceasingly to
spread the light.

The Social Democrat should go into
the hands of every wage-worker in

the land. Members of branches should

not forget this necessary part of their’
work.

England
that is

Our edition of Merrie
makes propaganda material
worth using.

Social Democracy is working for the
entire human race. It seeks to abolish
classes and inaugurate the reign of
human brotherhood.

We are missionaries in the great
cause of humanity, comrades of the So-
cial Democracy, and each should let
no day pass without something done
to advance the cause of Scclalism.

Don’t stop at securing one new mem-
ber or one subscriber for the paper;
keep hammering away constantly and
let each day add one or more jewels
to the crown of your good deeds ac-
complished.

Send $3.50 for 100 copies of Merrie
.England and distribute them as Christ-
mas presents to your friends whom you
wish to convert.

Brotherhood is not a dream; it is a
FACT. Social Democracy says that
society must recognize’ that fact be-
fore peace and order can reign on
earth,

To give loyal and earnest support
to their organization is one of the
main duties of Social Democrats, as in
this age of capitaiist development
nothing can be accomplished without
a compact and disciplined organiza-
tion, Onme for all, all for one. The
Social Democracy must be loyally sup-
ported.,

Capitalism divides the workers and
sets up antagonisms between them.
Socialism unites and consolidates them
and teaches them that their interests
are mutual.

Six years in the penitentiary for
stealing twenty chickens was the sen-
tence recently passed by a judge of
Kansas City, Kansas. But the cashier
of a bank who stole $84,000 of the
people’'s money was given one year
and the chances seem to favor his get-
ting out of that.

The chickens were probably worth
about $5, so that the stealings of the
banker amounted to about ' sixteen
thousand eight hundred times those of
the chicken thief, and had his sentence
been as long in proportion as his less
ambitious neighbor, his term would
have been a matter of merely a hyn-
dred thousand years or so.

We suppose that the purpose of this

judicial discrimination is to foster a
spirit of enterprise to supply an incent-.
got six yea

ears
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“I declare that the church has been
destructive of joy. No tongue can
speak, no pen can write half of the
pain for which the preaching of the
preachers is responsible. Milllons of
human lives have been darkened by
the shadow of their baleful supersti-
tion. Millions of human hearts have
been made unutterably sad by thelr
spooks and bogles.” :

The above is not a quotation from
one of Col. Ingersoll’s lectures; it is
taken from a sermon preached by . he
Rev. T. B. Gregory of Chicago on Sun-
day, Nov. 21, Mr. Gregory is pastor
of the Church of the Redeemer, one
of the prominent churches of the city,
and he is regarded as one of the ablest
pulpit orators in Chicago. Taken as a
whole, the sermon from which the
above quotation is made is one of the
most terrific arraignments of organized
religion ever promugated from such a
quarter, and as was to be expected the
reverend gentleman nas woke up a
hornet’s nest in the shape of a whole
swarm of Chicago's orthodox clergy.
He has been assailed with much caus-
tic criticism by his brother preachers,
one of whom suggests that Gregory
had better resign from his pulpit at
once, But Gregory gives no intima-
tion of any intention to resign, and
what is more to the point he refuses
to retract or modify his utterances in
any particular, Evidence accumu-
lates to show that the church, like the
social system of which it is a part,
is in the transition state to a new and
more rational basis. The best minds
in the church are speaking out plainly
on the pressing problems of the day,
and are flatly refusing to be gov-
erned by the time-worn traditions of
a past age. These be hopeful signs.
When the representatives of the church
begin to move forward the bright
dawning of the new day is mnear at
hand.

-

It is as natural that people should
not think alike as that they should not
look alike. What seems to be truth
to one is but half a truth to anothuer
and is wholly erroneous to a third,
This is not because of any variableness
in truth itself but, owing to its In-
finite proportions, even the wisest ob-
tain but a partial view of it. These
reflections ought to cause all reform-
ers to be exceedinly tolerant of the
opinions of others. But we see the
wrongs of humanity in so Intense a
light, and become so indignant with
those who, like leeches, fatten them-
selves on the life’s blood of their fel-
lows, that it is not always easy to ve
patient with those who, even unwill-
ingly assist in perpetuating present
conditions.

e o

The trade unions of this country and
of the world have fought a noble fight.
Their struggle against capitalistic op-
pression has been a’ most heroic one
and we cannot say too much of the
self-sacrifice that has inspired them in
many a contest. But, however deserv-
ing of success they may have been they
have utterly failed in the accomplish-
ment of the great purpose to which
they have given so much energy and
devotion. Their only weapons, the
strike and the boycott, have been de-~
stroyed and like broken javelins lie at
their feet and whether they know It
or not, so long as they continue the
unequal contest thus disarmed they are
but playing into the hands of their
oppressors and helping to rivet the
chains of slavery upon the limbs of
their own children. A time has come
when the cohorts of labor should lay
aside all petty bickerings and look the
sitnation squarely in the face. They
tell us that the unions have improved
the condition and increased the wages
of their members. Let it be admitted.
Side by side with every one who has
been go benefited we will place a tramp
and side by side with each of these we
will place another who seeks for work
that he cannot find. Will trade un-
ionism ever secure the means of sus-
tenance to this army of the uaem-
ployed? Can it be expected that these
disinherited millions will starve in or-
der that the members of the unions
may receive bettér pay? If they have
gained a temporary advantage how
long can they retain it? In view of
past experience we do not hesitate to
say that trade unionism as a means of
alleviating the condition of even its
own members is doomed. As against
the unions the unemployed are com-
pelled by their necesities to become the
allies 'of capitalism and armed with
the injunction and supported by fed-
eral troops the exploiters of labor are
certain to prevail so long as the con-
test is conducted along trade union
lines.

¥ =

It is time that we recognize the fact
that we have a duty to perform, not
merely for a part, but for-all of the
‘We are our brother'd keepcr

ote possibility
~one. We

e demand justice for|

‘When our friends of the trade un-
fons shall discover how completely
they have been undone we doubt not
they will join us on this broader plat-
| form and when thus united, shoulder
to shoulder, in solid phalanx we shall
march ¢n to certain victory.

On such a platform the great army
of the unemployed will no longer re-
gard our friends, the trade unionists,
as antagonists—as enemlies who to
prevent their own little boat from
capsizing are ever ready to thrust aside
drowning men. This is no time for
little boats. The boat must become &
ship and the ship must be big enough
and staunch enough to bear upon is
decks every willing son of man.

The time is past for palliatives, for
half-way measures, for attempts to
save a part of the people at the ex-
pense of the balance—if indeed such
measures were ever justifiable.

Evade the matter as we may; tem-
porize with i#t; postpone it; consider
only our own puny selyves or our own
little class, but in the end we sha!l
find that any plan of action that does
not consider all and provide justice
for all will fail—and it ought to fail!

L

‘When the cohorts of labor have
taken their stand upon this principle
the unemployed millions will soon dis-
cover that they have not been forgot-
ten, will recognize the eternal justice
of the struggle and cease to be so
alarming a source of weakness as they
are at present, and as the beneficent
results of a co-operative system be-
come better understood it will becoma
more and more difficult for plutocracy
to hire one part of our people to shoot
down the other part. The unemployed
will recognize in us not only friends
but advocates of 4 common cause who
are asking for ourselves no other or
greater privileges than we «are de-
manding for them and strength will
take the place of weakness.

- - -

A leading organ of the trade unions
in a recent issue begins and ends a
frantic appeal to the workers with
“Grit your teeth and organize.” “Or-
ganize, organize, organize,” has been
the cry for more than a score of years,
It began when money and work were
plenty; when the wage-earners were
more independent than they have ever
been before or since and when, armed
with the strike and the boycott, they
were confident of their strength and
seemed certain of victory. But mot-
withstanding the favorable auspices of
the earlier struggle, notwithstanding
all subsequent efforts at unification
today not five per cent of those en-
gaged in gainful pursuits {n the
United States are to be found in the
unions, If they have not been able to
unify labor under former conditions
how can it be accomplished now that
they have been dispirited by defeat
and overtaken by poverty? But sup-
pose by some magic process every em-
ploye of America could be induced to
Join a union, what can be done with an
unarmeéd host? The unions eschew
political methods and there is no in-
timation that they have discovered
other or better weapons than the
strike ‘and the boycott; and though the
teeth have been extracted from the one
and the other has been declared un-
lawful by the courts they talk of the
“organization qf labor in trade unions
opening up a new era in the progress
of the movement for justice to labor”
and continue to thrust and parry with
the same old weapons, wholly obliv-
ious of the fact that they have been
rendergd worse than useless, and this
it is that makes us sad and tries our
patience. But we admire their valor
even though we cannot commend their
Judgment.

‘We too say- organize, organize, or-
ganize! But we want no unarmed host.
The knight of the new crusade must
be clad in armor of brotherhood, bear
the shield, equality, and be armed
with the sword of justice and on their
banners will be inscribed “All for one
and one for all.”

. .

Of all the sins and follies of man
few have cost so much in blood and
treasure as that of intolerance. It has
burned thousands upon thousands at
the stake; it has slaughtered unnum-
bered millions in the name of religion;
it has drenched all lands with blood,
and consumed uncounted millions of
treasure. Had we not stoned our Gar-
risons and our Phillipses and slain our
Lovejoys the war of the rebellion
would not have been fought. Had we
listened to reason, and to the prompt-
ings of conscience the slaves would
have been emancipated without the
shedding of blood. One-half of the
treasure that was worse than wasted
in that terrible conflict, would have
paid for every slave and left a hand-
some margin. ! ;

If history is not to repeat itself in-
tolerance must stand aside; the ques-

frum that all down along the line. We
|used to kall him Leather Lunged Boh
‘them days, cause he cud talk down a

The Plutocrat’s Thanksgiving.

T thank thee, Lord, for all I'm worth,

For all the bounties of the earth,

For all my plentitude of mirth,

For pocketbooks of mammoth girth,
For travel, lands, and gems.

I thank thee for my bonds and stocks,
For all my cargoes at the docks,
For houses, yea, for rented blocks;
Lord, thou hast saved me from the
shoocks g
Of corporation loss.

I thank thee, Lord, yea,

For all the blessings of

Economy is surely just

And all that keeps the yellow dust
Within a narrow bound,

rd, I must
*trust;"

O Lord, have mercy on the poor!
And keep all vagrants from my door;
Thou mayest for them have much in
store;
They're not particular, I'm sure,
They only plead to live.

There'll be a different state of things
When Death the heaven-gate open flings,
There, workmen mingle free with kings,
And plutocrat with peasant sings—
Lord, why can't heaven be here

Lord, ere I dle I shall declare
Some generous purpose to my heir,
And bid him for the poor to care;
Now, Lord, accept my grateful prayer,
But—damn it—there {s Debs! o
JAMES ACKLAND.

PUCKERBRUSH ALLIANCE

Puckerbrush, Ohio, Last Saterday.
Mr. Debs and All the Rest of You:

Fatty Schmidt sald, “Somedimes you
oxpect vot you don't got, and some-
dimes you got vot you don’t oxpect,”
and I got the last part of it at the last
meetin’ of Puckerbrush Alliance. John
Lederhim, Nancy's big, round, good-
natured red Dutch cousin, dropped in
on us at the meetin’. He's spent a
good farm workin’ fur finanshul re-
form, and is now livin’ on the ragin’
Maumee, livin' on cat fish and hogs,
according to what he says, and kinder
playin’ hermit since the fusion business
last year. As soon as I seen him cum
into the school house I knowed the
devil wud be to pay, fur nothin’' kin
keep his mouth shut when he wants
to say sumthin’, and you kin hear himn
a mile. When he gets a feler mad be
Just lafs at him, same as a big dog does
with a little fiste. Golly, but he used
to get them old mossback demokrats
red hedded up where he used to live.
He used to be a demokrat himself,
too.

‘Well, we had just got started, when
in he cum, and the president thout he
was a sixteen-to-one'r, and kalled on
him to say sumthin’. I nudged Miss
Smart, the school teacher, and sed,
“Now look out, especially if John's got
that tariff bone in his pocket.” He
took a new tak and started rite ont
by jumpin’' on to me, and you auter
seen preacher Gard smile—one of them
give-it-to-him-on-the-cheek kind. John
sed: “Jonas, your Social Democracy is
no good. Debs is no better'n that
bald-hed that sold out to the gold bugs
or that slobberin’ jawsmith that ped-
dled for the silver bugs. The whole
gang of 'em will down us in 1900—
Bryan 16 to 1 humbug will carry the
land with a hoop, just the same as
Cleveland did in '92. Then there will
be more organizin’ and more bleedin’
of the dupes of people. They allways
foller sum quack, same as you and 1
have done, and on, and on, it goes, on-
ly to be another fooler-traiter-fusion
deal, and no relief. Honesty will nev-
er win only a pauper's grave, I used
to believe humanity wud get sense
enuf to relive itself from serfdum, I'm
all over that now. Look at our fallen
heroes—all gone to hell or democracy.
Ignorance is bliss. Prostitufe reform-
ers always mislead the common people.
It has happened you and me three
times already., How much longer will
you stand it? I'm almost over my
fool's business. I have made more en-
emies this last deal than ever before,
tryin’ to be honest with my friends. 1
want you to remember my words, that
Debs and his croud will join old sham-
ocracy in less than geven years. Then
where will you go? Save your wind
and money and buy a Winchester, I
don't go a cent on Debs, and [ can't
help it. Social Democracy sounds too
much like the old, old fraud which I
hate as the devil hates holy rain wa-
ter."”

Preacher Gard felt so good he clapped
his hands, but the sixteen-to-oners wus
thinkin' sumthin’ else by the way they
looked. At first John took the wind
out of me, but by the time he got thru
I got a grip on myself and went back
at him by sayin’: “In one sense I do
not blame you for sayin’' what you do,
fur. when I look back into the seven-
ties and see you beginnin’ the fite fur
greenbacks, rite in what wus a nest
of copperheds durin’ the war, and how
you kept rite at it untill you had sak-
rafised your farm, I know it grinds to
see all that dumped overboard by place
huntin' demagogues. What you have
sed has stirred up old memerys. You
and I first got hold of Pomeroy's Dem-
ocrat, and pushed it while we hollered,
‘Burn the bonds.' Then Bob Schilling
got his paper goin’ in Cleveland and
Salem, and we hooped that along, and

brass band. Them wus great days

{ated with

among 'em wus a little bunch of So-
clalists led by a grey bearded old doc-
tor from New York. We had a fight
about lettin’ 'em in, but done it after
it wus too late fur them to do any-
thing. I remember  when they
marched in and down the hall with
their red flag, it made the chills run
up sum fellers’ backs, cause they thout
they wus somethin’ awful, and sum
reformers, or people that has been go-
in'‘'by that name, ain’t got over feelin’
that way yet about the name Social-
ism. Had we took time to study what
them Soctalists told us then, we wud
be nearer out of the woods, but no,
all we cud see or yell fur, was more
money. We didn’t study down into
economic systems, we only rushed
around on the surface of things, and
T'll bet if I pin you up in the corner
rite now that you can't give a decent
answer to “What is capital? But you
cud tell all about any kind of a dollar
that wus ever made. I wus just begin-
nin’ to widen out a little when the fu-
sion last year give me a chance 0
set down and quit yellin’ fur mcre
money and think things over, and now
I feel like havin' sum feller to kick
me good fur wastin’ so much time on
nothin’, fur that’s what it amounts to,
fur no kind of money, or amount of
money, will secure economic equality,
and that’s what we are after. Untill
you understand what Socialism is, you
will not fully understand me, but as
soon as you see it, youw'll wonder why
you didn’t see it sooner. Now, don’t
go out and expect to pick it off of sum
tree, fur you'll have to do sum read-
in’ and thinkin'. Between us here,
I'm glad of the fusion business, fur in
the end I believe it is going to be the
best for the masses, though I was mad-
der'n the devil for six months after-
wards. It has got a lot of good fel-
lers down to bottom thinkin’, just as it
did me, and as fur landin’ in the dem-
okratic party—not muchee! That
machine will be kept in the field just
as it has been of late years, to ketch
sukers with, and give the republikans
2 chance, an’ don’t you think that they
won't be drawin’ the line between them
and the 8. D. of A. I like the name
Soucial Democracy, for them two words
tell just what we are after, and you
can't plek out another two words that
will do it so well, and then it is the
name by which the workers of the
world are gettin' into line with the
same object in view. Can you show
me where they have ever fused in any
of the countries where they are in the
field? No, and I guess you don't
know how strong they are in other
countries. Look it up, and you will
lern somethin’' to give you incorage-
ment. You never seen Debs, did you?
No, I thought not, or you wouldn't say
what you do. You don’t have to be
with him long to see that he's a differ-
ent make up from the breed of pups
we have been follerin’. Just you watch
and see!

“You talk about buying’ shootin’
irons is only provin' you don't know
where you're at. The fellows that talk
that way is darned poor citizens. So-
cialists have got no use fur such ma-
chines. They believe in goin' to the
ballot box and capturin’ the machin-
ery of government, and then whatever
a majority wants done will be done,
according to law, and if sum people
kick up a racket agin the law, they
may get just what youn’s felers are
sure to get if you kick up a racket
agin the law, viz., namely, to-wit, get
seven kinds of fertalizer blowed out of
you. What do you expect to do with
your shootin' machine? Shoot fifty
dollars per capita into circulation; or
kill off the popurlation so that what
there is will make fifty dollars per cap-
ita? Why, John, its rot to talk that
way, and only shows a failure to grasp
the situation. Shootin' the effects of
a system is only gratifyin’ the spirit of
narrer minded revenge, while fitin' to
change a wrong system through the
balot pox is showin’ the spirit of intel-
ligent patriotism, and the fellers wno
won't do this while they have the
chance, as they have in this country,
won't know what to do after they get
thru shootin’, that is, if they are any
of 'em left.

“We have got the best kind of preci-
dent for our position, too, and you
know precident counts fur more in law
these days. Miss Smart, won't you
read the first part of the Declaration of
Independence? And she red:

“““We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent; That all men are created equal;
they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienaple rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and pur-
suit of happiness; that to secure these
rights governments are institutel
among men, deriving their just powr
from the consent of the governed.
That when any form of governmat
becomes destructive of these ends it
is the right of the people to alter or
abolish it and institute a new govern-
ment."

“Now, that's still holdin’ good, and
we are goin’ to try a change of the form
of government. You gay the darn fool
people won't do it, though. Well, may~
be they wil when they get started rite,
and I'm goin’ to keep rite on, fur I
see they are beginnin 'to katch on to
the real cause of whats the matter,
and when they do, there will be no
side-trakin’ or crawfishin’.  All the
political parties we have been associ-
had no:form of compact dis-

Of course John wanted to get bark
at me, but the president sed time wus
up, so we closed, but sum of us stayed
and argued till the oil all burned ouc
of the lamps, and then we went home.
John wouldn't give in. I find its a
darp sight harder to unlern these fel-
lers what is stuffed full of the money
question, than it is to take a feller
what don't pretend to know nothing
about ekonomiks. This is a pretty
long one, but as it is a question of per-
sonal privilege I hope you will let it
g0, fur my reputation may be hurt if
you don’t,

Yours to the end,
JONAS HARRISON.

Proportional Representation
No. 12,

Our descriptions of systems of pro-
portional representation could not be
complete without a brief mention of
two other systems which have been
adopted in some places, but which are -
very defective. These are the cumu-
lative vote and the limited vote, Both -
of them are operated in districts re-
turning several members.

THE CUMULATIVE VOTE.

Each elector is given as many votes
as there are members to be elected.
Suppose you are a voter, and seven
members are to be elected, then you
have seven votes; and you may
distribute your seven votes around in
any way you please. You may give
all seven of them to one man, or four
to one man and three to another, or
give one to each of seven candidates,
For instance, In some cities you
now have four votes at a municipal
election, but you must not cumulate
them. If you want to ‘plump” for
a4 man you can only give him one vote.
Under the cumulative system you
could give him all your four votes.
This is a decided improvement on the
present plan, but far behind the 8ys-
tems already described.

The two great objections to cumu-
lative voting are: (1) That it causes a
great waste of votes, and (2) that by
careful and. thorough organization a
majority of the representatives in an
electoral district ¢an be got by a mi-
nority of the electors. This is done by
arranging for certain divisions of vot-
ers to vote in such a way that each
candidate of that side may have only
enough votes to make his election
safe. Without this careful and thor-
ough organization the waste of votes
is very great. A member requiring
only a thousand votes to elect him
may have nearly another thousand
thrown away on him in order to make
his election sure, because the electors
do not know how many votes he is go-
ing to get.

The single vote has all the merits
of the cumulative vote, whilst it is
simpler and more effective,

Speaking generally, it is not.well to
give several votes to one elector. It
really diminishes his voting power, In-
stead of increasing it.

Cumulative voting has been in oper-
ation for more than twenty years in
England, in electing members of school
boards. Alfred Cridge thinks that the
cause of proportional representation
would have made much greater head-
way in England if this imperfect
method had not been in operation.

THE LIMITED VOTE.

The limited vote merely gives each
elector a few votes less than the num-
ber of members to be elected. It was
tried for a time in Toronto elections,
by giving each elector two votes,whilst
three members were to be elected.
In New York, seven votes were given,
there being twelve members to elect.
The .plan was ahandoned in both
places. I will waste no words on this
sorry electoral make shift. « Let it go
fhto the limbo of forgotten failures.

WHICH SHALL WE HAVE?

What system shall we advocate?
That is for each reader to decide. It
is well to lay more stress on the adop-
tion of the principle of proportioaal
representation than on any specific
system, Yet the advocacy or adoption
of a really imperfect system may do
great harm. In Illinois, for instance,
the Jegislature is elected on the cumn-
lative plan from districts returning on-
Iy three members, Such a burlesque
of proportional representation only ce-
tards progress.

The following conclusions are sub-
mitted:

For congressional and legislative
elections, the Gove system, or the Swiss
free list simplified as already described
by the use of the single vote.

For large cities, the Gove system.

For small cities, towns and villages,
and for electing committees of coun-
cil, boards of directors, and governing
bodies of private assoclations, either
the single vote or the Iiare-Spence
plan. The former will serve as a
foundation on which to build the lat-
ter, as people recognize its merits and
get less fear of its apparent complex-
ity.

Buy 100 copies of Merrie England
and distribute them among 100 of your
acquaintances who are on the fence.

Plutocrat is defined as “one who ex-
ercises political power by virtue of his
wealth.” It fits like a glove and we
see no reason for ruling it out of the
vocabulary.—Civic Review.




. and economist as an

i.
1:.

)

CHICAGO, TLL., THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1897

3

Limited Co-Operation.

JThe aim of the capitalist, namely,
production for profit, is the peculiar
characteristic that stamps the modern
mode of production as anarchistic in
| contradistinction to the production for
consumption of the co-operative com-
monwealth,

A capitalist who will consider the
interests of his employes as of prime
importance, is as much of an apomaly
or contradiction as a bird that will not
or can mot fly, or a co-operative com-
monwealth that will not make the
mental and physical elevation of its
members, the prime factor of its ac-
tivity and existence.

' A stronger rebuke could not be con-
tained in any action or effected by any
individual toward the present anarch-
fstic mode of production than is ex-
pressed by a capitalist with his phil-
anthropy. This very strong rebuke

. that publicly puts the system under

which we live and labor into ignominy
is used by the vulgar newspaperman
illustration of
noble aspiration and &s worthy of im-
itation.

Capitalist philanthropy is phenom-
enal and therefore not as hurtful a
procrastinator as unsuccessful co-op-
erative undertakings on a small scale;
“though both can not rtem the tide
that forever Lrings shoreward the co-
operative comminnweulth.

A co-operative commonwealth sta-
tioned on an island, the geographical
position of which was favorable to a
peaceful settlement, and the soil be-
ing productive of the larger part of
man’s necessities and some luxuries,
may be successfully operated.

A co-operative community within
the range of a capitalist society is ir-
rational. Granted, for the sake of ar-
gument, that it be successful for any
length of time; it certainly can'be so0
only by virtue of {ts members' utmost
perseverance, self-sacrifice and in-
trepidity. To venture upon such a
course would of course not be justi-
fiable unless the moral responsibility
be made as mutpal as the physical ob-
ligations.

To my mind this is irrational, be-
cause our present system is, doomed
on account of its making martyrs of
the larger part of its membership. To
imagine one of the states being sue-
cessfully operated as a co-operative
community, is to imagine that the rest
of the states with their capitalistic
anarchy would be non-influential, as
to the success or non-success of that
single state.

The single state with its limited pro-
duction will not be capable of influ-
encing the ups and down of the mar-
ket price of the union products. It
will have to bear the burdens of tax-
ation, imposed upon it by national and
state authority, transportation and
communlication corporations and the
money-lender. To sum  up; it wiil
have to contend against more ob-
stacles than the capitalist in a capi-
talist community, because it will be
antagonized by  those capitalistic
forces, it will be hindered and ham-
pered not only by natural forces but
primarily by antagonism of individ-
uals, the modern anarchist and his
hirelings, the capitalist press.

CARL PANKOPF.

Jersey City, Nov. 17, 1897,
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Thirty dollars a thousand copies for
our edition of Mer~ie England is the
cheapest propaganda material you can
use. Get up a club at once.
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Mr. Editor:

Social Democrats should be prudent
and careful in presenting their argu-
ments, giving that which is easiest un-
derstood; first, as for instance, the own-
ership of machinery. They should also
be zealous in propagating their doc-
trine, ¥ut cannot afford to add those to
their numbers who cannot be thor:
oughly converted to its fundamental
principles,  Half-way converts will
bring only discord to our ranks. The
man who objects because he has in-
vestments in land would, if he had a
tew dollars out on usury, also find fault
with a non-interest money system. Yet
free land and a free currency, as many
can testify who have had experience in
colonization work, are absolutely ne-
cessary to make Soclalism a success.

1t is our duty to convince, but not to
persuade.  Neither should we be dis-
couraged, because we are not as numer-
ous as the hosts of gold worshippers.
First let us make sure that we have
justice on our side and numbers will
come when God sees fit. Duty is ours,
but results belong to God.

Sineerity and courage is worth more
than numbers. When Gideon wanted
to battle with the Midianites God told
him there were too many, so 22,000 men
were sent home. There were still too
many. The second test was applied
and 9,700 more were sent home, S0

‘truth and enlist men and women who

1 do not believe the Lord ever yet

. there were only 300 left. Let us also
 apply the test; give them the whole

‘will not bow before the shrine of mam-
‘mon every time an opportunity pre-

FROM OUR CONTRIBUTORS

[NoTe—The editors are not respansible for the opinions f correspondents.]

clang or clash of sound; and you went
‘on supposing nothing was going on
there. Somebody might have been
carefully selecting the ingredients
and mixing dypamite and you
knew nothing about it; but if he
should roll up his sleeves, take
his sledge and bar and put the
dynamite under rocks and stumps and
touch it off you would know there was
something going on; and how you
would run and dodge to escape the fly-
ing missiles.

Perhaps during the long, dark ages
God has been making something sim-
ilar to dynamite, and when He comes
forth with bare arm and puts it under
the heaps of moral corruption and
greed and pride and sets it off the so-
cial and political atmosphere will be
too thick with flying missiles for the
enemies of humanity to think of coun-
teracting Soclalism,

Man plants and waters; God gives
the increase, If we take hold care-
lessly and tug as if we wanted to pull
on a tight-fitting boot we may ruin the
plant.

Samuel Poet.-

What About the Farmers?

Before the Social Democracy goes
much further on its course an effort
must be made to free it from that bane
of the S. L. P. and People's party move-
ments—' vne-sidedness” with respect to
the class of people who make up its
following. It must be made a more
general movement; one that will in-
terest and draw together all classes
whose welfare its success will pro-
mote.

The Socialist Labor party, in this
country as in England, is the out-
growth and political expression of
trade-unionism, so has never made
much headway beyond the towns of the
manufacturing districts, north and
east; while the People's party, spring-
ing as it did mainly from the Grange
and Alliance movements in the west
and south, hag been largely a farmers’
party and as such lacking in the ele-
ments necessary to general progress.
Neither of these parties has ever made
any special bid for the support of any
other class than the one in which it
originated. The farmers and wage-
workers have for some reason been in-
different to a union with each other
and both have been suspicious of the
merchants and professional men, many
of whom are as much interested in re-
form movements as any producer.

What is needed now is a party that
will unite these different and hereto-
fore conflicting elements, but more par-
ticularly the farmers and mechanics.
The Social Pemocracy has for its chief
end and purpose the establishment of
a commonwealth wherein the co-opera-
tion of all useful classes will be a
necessity, but the Social Labor party
has this same object, remember, and
it has not united even the wage-work-
ers of the country. The Social De-
mocracy, like the S. L. P., had its ori-
gin in trade-union circles, and it is go-
ing to be hard for its leaders to get
beyond the wage-earning class to which
they belong, but fortunately our colon-
ization feature will, from the outset, re-
quire the active participation of farm-
ers as well as mechanics, miners, etc.,
and to some extent business and pro-
fessional men. To recruit the right sort
of material for pioneering in these col-
onies it will be necessary to interest
as many live people as possible in each
of these different’ classes—men who
have seen service in the Grange and
Alliance, Stockmen's associations and
mercantile and manufacturing com-
bines, as well as labor leaders and poli-
ticians, but the farmers we must have,
for, without wishing either to exalt
them unduly or belittle other workers,
they are the mainstay and foundation
of all industry. Moreover, they com-
prise half the population of the country
and their voting strength, as well as
moral and financial support, are simply
indispensable to any general reform
movement,

1 was pleased to note the formation
of a “branch” of the Social Democracy
among the farmers and stockmen of
my county the same week the branch
here in the city was organized. This
part of the country (Texas) is ripe for
work among the farmers, especially the
tenant class, who are beginning now
for the first time to feel the plnch of
oppression—they are ready to think,
now, and they can be brought over by
the thousand if organizers of the right
gort are sent among them; if, in other
words, the same attention is pald to
them that is being given now to the
wage-workers of the north and east,
and the same is true of the farmers in

every state, for Texas has been among

the last to succumb to the exactions of
landlords and mortgage holders,

1 noticed with regret while in attend-
ance on the recent labor and reform
convention in Chicago that there was
not a single farmers' organization rep-
resented. It is to be hoped that the
committee in charge of arrangements
{dr the next convention, to be held

t. Louis next May, will make it their

L ] )

bodies. A yet higher purpose will be
served in bringing together and mak-
ing personally acquainted many of the
leaders and workers who have never
met and in the general broadening and
uniting of aims and ideas that will fol-
Jow such & meeting. There must come
a warmer, moré brotherly feeling be-
tween these different elements before
there can be any real unity or harmony
of action either in general relief moye-
ments like the one referred to or in the
special province of our own cause and
work, Let the Social Democracy be
well and fully represented at this con-
vention and let its delegates go pre-
pared to make friends with every rep-
resentative of a farmers’ organization.
R. 8. Price.

. MERRIE ENGLAND: Six cents in
stamps buys one copy.

Thanksgiving Musings,

To the Social Democrat:—In regard
to the questions asked and answered
by the Social Democrat concerning the
admission fee to the colonies of the
Social Democracy which appeared in
the issue of Nov. 18, I felt buoyed up
with the spirt of genuine socialism.
The answer to the questions speaks
in the true socialistic spirit and the
feeling transmitted to the reader de-
velops every fine sentiment in his be-
ing toward the noble cause. Although
poor and a wage slave of the most de-
grading type, yet never has my soul
become so corrupt from the beastly de-
sign of our fiendish system as not (o
understand the true meaning of Social-
ism. I hail the Social Democracy with
its wisdom, its power, its great sense
of justice, the magnitude of its spirit
whose growth is as certain as the truth
of the gospel upon which it is founded.
It embodies everything that would
make man a fit companion for himself,
for through it we may study every-
thing pertaining to higher studies of
the soul. Oh what a noble study is
freedom! What else is in the Social
Democracy? Ah, yes, at its head the
ever shining spirit of truth, whose de-
veloped love-for the isolated victims
of greed, whose truth and sincerity of
purpose needs no other proof than that
which transmits itself into the soul of
one who sees and studies his soul
peering through his eyes, who watches
the humility of his actions toward the
poor, who listens to his voice which
heralds from the soul the noblest feel-
ings of American manhood. Who ever
saw the morning star of temporal jus-
tice and could describe him without
feeling the poetic sentiments of his
noble nature?

As yet unknown to him—his love

Is spoken of where he has never trod;

His acts are sterling manhood'’s; and
'tis God

That makes him noble from above,

I have heard E. V. Debs’ name echo
through the dismal coal mines. Some
philosopher has said that silence is the
only true appreciation of anything, or
anyone which, or whom, we honestly
admire, but to keep still about the So-
cial Democracy and E. V. Debs and
the other workers therein is too much
of a joyous burden to keep burled in
the breast; for at times we see mani-
festations of its glory that would draw
from the dullest heart some measure
of praise. And why not? To-day is
Thanksgiving. Hence I give thanks to
the spirit of liberty that permeates the
immediate and surrounding circle of
the broadest and most far reaching or-
ganization on American soil—The So-
cial Democracy., One year ago this
month I became a member of the
Brotherhood of the Co-operative Com-
monwealth and I long for the time {o
come soon when these two bodies will
affiliate. 1 would like to see all so-
cialistic bodies affiliated, if for noth-
ing else than to see the enemy tremble,
What is the cause that keeps them
separated? Anyone might answer the
question—'tis a lack of genuine So-
cialism. Thelr aims upon the suiface
appear to be identical. What's wrong?
The epirit is conceited with the pomp
of competitive thought. Such musings
in the being is detrimental to a higher
plane of intellectual development. We
cannot broaden our souls and have a
grudge against our neighbor, Twelve
vears ago I entered the coal mines—
not from choice, however, but from
necessity to earn bread for myself.
Out of that time I have been four
years in total darkness—at least de-
prived of God's pure air. All that time
I bhave toiled and suffered the stings
and arrows of outrageous disappoint-
ment, and during that time having de-
veloped the bumps of causalty and
companison I very naturally ask the
question—when shall I be liberated?
Or must the degrading task be perpet-
uated until the grave recelves the dried
up cover of a once juicy and promis-
ing life? Where has my toil gone to?
To the poor? Ah, no. If that were its
receptacle 1 could toil on in silence,
But as it is, gone to the already over-
fed vultures whose animal instincts
would lay waste every fine fibre in the
human family, and destroy the holy
and scientific researches of the soul.
Agalnst these horrors so manifest in
every day life do I ralse my voice in

wage slave will make a like study of
his life and that those antagonistic
Socialistic bodies will combine in a
true spirit of harmony, makes up the

my loving friends,
ho said “Love one

Th‘an'- 1y ne way |

protest, and hope therewith that every

musings and hopes of my Thanksgiv-

_|ing labors for the day. ¥ L eealied” ‘men
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Report of Receipts.
Owing to a typographical error the

total reported last week was $2.40

greater than it should have been. The

amount should be $1,063.12, instead of

$1,065.52, as reported.

Amount previously acknowl-

o AR R it g $1,063.12
Mrs. L. Smithe. iy 5.00
E. H. Doeteher..........-. p 5.00
Jo - Rossehlein s st tln i}
L g 2T R AR G i 20
GE0. I Bryche. | iisies sh sk 25
Francls WIeke & oo qiisdas o is 2.40
Wilhelm Grund .............. 110
C. C. Janney 1.00
Ed Ehrlich A 1.00
Heotadeord sl el ie 1.00
Missouri Branch No. 4, per N.

JNAIBOR i L e ke e 40
Illinois Branch No. 14, per M.

Vopgle LT R AR Rl B B

$1,081.07
W. P. BORLAND,
Treasurer,

A Suggestion.

In response to the request of Secre-
tary Willard that suggestions be of-
fered, permit me to say: Contribu-
tions of money for the Col. enterprise
are being called for and pledged, in
amounts large or small. Now let coun-
tributions of material be also called
for and pledged.

For insfance: You who have a sur-
plus of land, lumber, building material,
machinery, implements, fence material,
furniture, furnishings, non-perishable
food stuffs, seeds, fruit trees and
shrabs, printing outfit, stock, vehicles,
fabrics, etc., etc.,, all who have this
surplus and wish to endow this Uni-
versity of United Labor, are requested
to pledge these things, in large or
small quantities, subject to call of com-
mission.

First call: Land, lumber, imple-
ments, horses, vehicles. Second call:
Furniture, furnishings, non-perishable
food stuffs, seeds, trees, machinery.
Third call: Fabrics, stock, etc., the
call thus unfolding, in the order of
need, until all reasonable wants aie
provided for.

There are hundreds, yea, thousands
of persons who have these things In
abundance, and can spare them, when
they cannot easily contribute money.

It is things that are needed. This
is'a thiug wor!d. Our bodies are
things, requiring o thing environment.

Ho, now, ye praters! who “love God
and keep His commandments,” let
these surplus thinzs come forth for the
disinherited, who wlill, therewith, cre-
ate more things that they may no
longer tax sympathy and terrorize com-
munities.

The pressure of poverty raduced at
all points, over-crowded cities drained
of surplus population, thos: remain-
ing will have more room, more secur-
ity, and more opportunities.

My suggestion is, therefore, to the
interest of those who stay, and to the
interest of those who go.

Let these contributions be pledged
by cards of credit, redeemable on de-
mand. I have drafted a form, and
submit it to the department. I hope
there will be many calls for them, and
that they will rain into the Col. treas-
ury along with the money pledges.

H. S. Genevra Lake.

About Transportation.

Mr. Editor:—Somg¢ of our good com-
rades are downhearted over the prob-
lem of transportation. Here in Phil-
adelphia we often hear the question:
“Don’t you think Washington is too
far away; however shuil we [alk who
haven't got « penny for a cheap ox-
cursion ever get there?” (or somé-
thing to that effect.)

Now if the state of Washington is
selected I think that the fact of its
being on the other side of the conti-
nent, far from causing us any uneasi-
ness, may be actually turned to ad-
vantage, and that too without cost. 1
have discussed this matter with the
members of our branch and many oth-
ers who are interested in the move-
ment, and the opinion seems to be
unanimous that it would be success-
ful, .

The idea seems to be that when the
land has been procured the farmers
shall move out first and prepare the
way by getting the soil in condition
and by planting the various seeds that
are to produce food crops for the sus-
tenance of the army that is to follow.
These pioneer farmers should be se-
lected from the west, the nearer to the
colony the better as they will thus be
more likely to understand the condi-
tions of climate and soil and able to

‘various parts of the country with the
grand army of co-operative ploneers.
The farmers being at work in early
spring the call should be sent out to
the men selected from all over the
country and these should - start to
march—beginning at the remotest
parts—in, ‘say, four sections by well

towns as possible and picking up the

 COLONIZATION DEPARTMENT
CYRUS FIELD WILLARD, SECRETARY
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Instruct other farmers coming from |

routes, taking in as many

f\

of correspondents.]

and ‘organized for the Social Democ-
racy by the speakers, and inspired
with enthusiasm for our grand ideal of
a free and happy cqgmmonwealth by
songs of the grand new time a com-
ing sung by the whole army. This
singing of songs ought to be made a
special feature, its potency to arouse
the workers from their apathy can
hardly be estimated, The effect of a
thousand men singing together such
songs as William Morris’ “March of
the workers,” to the tune of ‘John
Brown,” would be magical:

“Hark the rolling of the thunder!

Lo the sun! and lo thereunder

Riseth wrath, and hope, and wonder,

And the host comes marching on.”

I think the men thus brought under
the strong light of publicity would feel
that they were on their honor, and
would act like true gentlemen. They
would show our friends the enemy that
Socialists are not the fire and brim-
stone bringers of chaos they are
represented  to be by the cap-
italistic bread-and-butter journalists. 1
belleve there would be sympathizers
enough along the way to keep the
marchers well supplied with food. And
of this I feel sure, that the ‘'move
would compel such an advertisement
in the press of the country as Socialism
has never recelved berore.

When FEugene V. Debs and his as-
sociates were thrown into prison for
daring to arouse the ire of the money-
lords intelligenet men in the ranks of
the workers throughout the nation
were outraged; but wvhen these mar-
tyrs to the cause of labor formed and
were elected to the head and guiding
offices of the Social Democracy of
America we felt that. plutocracy had
received its answer.

When Coxey led the tattered out-
casts of our hellish economic system
{o the halls of that government which
was supposed to have been instituted
to protect the weak and downtrodden,
and found congregated there the money
changers who had made of it a nest of
vipers we were ashamed; but when
our army of the emancipation shail
turn its back upon that whited sepul-
chre and with strong tread and stead-
fast mien advance upon the haven of
peace where the dawn of our hope
gilds the hills and invites us to a
realization of those dreams for which
we have been scorned so long, then
shall the insults which were heaped
upon that former army of the despised
and forsaken be flung back in the
teeth of those who perpetrated them.

It is a consummation devoutly to be
wished,

Fraternally yours,
ELI SHORE.

You can’t afford to miss our new edi-
tion of Merrie England; 10 cents will
buy two copies,

From California Branch No. 3.

‘Mr. Editor:—I write to express my
approbation, delight and satisfaction in
reading the articles in the colonization
department of the issue of Nov. 18, vs-
pecially those referring to “by-laws”
and membership fees, I now feel as-
sured that the commissioners know
what they were chosen for, and pre-
sumably they have been chosen be-
cause they know, and .have the cour-
age to express their sentiments and
stay by them.

1 will take the liberty to enclose the
manuseript of an article read before
the Sunday meeting of Local Branch
No. 6 by the secretary of Branch No. 5,
who I see by Comrade Borland’'s re-
port has been heard from in regard to
the $20 call for the colonization com-
mission. The grand celebration of the
birth of the Social Democracy of Am-

erica, and its accompanying entertain-
ment and dance, was a very creditable
affair, and the managers, all of No. 6,
are entitled to all the credit. We
learn from their report in the Social
Democrat that they propose to give
monthly entertainments in order to
raise funds for the colonization com-
mission, which will no doubt pan out
as well as their initial attempt did.
Number three's more modest program
reads: This meeting is held in the
interest and under the auspices of the
members and friends of California Lo-
cal Branch No. 3 of the Social Dem-
ocracy of America, now numbering
over thirty.

The primary objeet of holding these
meetings is to inaugurate a sort of an
“educational kindergarten” for the
better education of our members in the
fundamental bed-rock * principles of
“liberty,” “equality” and ‘“fraternity,”
as a fitting preparation for our future
relation to the coming co-operative
commonwealth; and, second, as fur-
nishing instructive “‘object lessons" for
prospective membership.

In our methods of conducting this
educational kindergarten, all arbitrary
authority imposed upon us from out
the dead past in the shape of by-laws,
rules and regulations will be entirely
discarded, left for experts in running
the political caucuses. Methods of
suggestion, reasonable persuasion and
attraction will take the place of arbi-
trary ruling and compulsion, whether
by the use of parliamentary rules and
long-established precedents, or any
other cast-iron device. Mutual criti-
cism, by and with the consent of the
criticised, for mutual improvement,
will much better supply all the guid-
ance and government that will be nec-
essary. Any rules to promote order,
system and dispatch, that may be
found necessary, can be adopted or re-
jected as we proceed. There will he
no “fees” for membership in this edu-
cational kindergarten, but voluntary
contributions may be accepted to de-
fray expenses. All who can cordially
endorse the foregoing plan, and fits
methods for inaugurating an educa-
tional campaign, are as cordially in-
vited to become members of the kin-
dergarten and participate in our edu-
cational quest by permitting us to re-
cord their names hereunder,

The following from the secretary of
Local Branch No. 3 was presented at
our last meeting:

“More funds for the ‘colonization
commission’ is absolutely necessary. it
will be observed by referring to the
last issue of the Social Democrat, Nov.
11, that Local Branch No. 3 of San
Francisco is credited with $20, the full
amount assessed upon each and all the
branches for the colonization commis-
sion. Three other branches of the
six known to have been chartered in
the state of California are collectively
credited with $14.15, No. 1 with $2.65,
No. 2 with $6 and No. 5 with $5.50. No.
4 and No. 6 not heard from. By the gen-
eral summing up, it is evident that &
much more liberal response will be
absolutely necessary. I therefore call
upon the members and friends of
Branch No. 8 for such monthly con-
tributions as they can afford, and will
pledge at least $1.

Next week I will forward what I can
collect.

M. E. MORSE,
Sec. Branch No. 3.

Branches should get in their Merrie
England orders early to insure prompt

attention, Orders will be filled in the
order of their receipt. First come first
served.

The old, maxim that “He who will
not work, neither shall he eat,” ap-
pears to be changed into “He that
doeth no work shall live on the fat
of the land; but he who labors and
produces all wealth shall not iaste of
the fruits thereof, but in want and
misery shall continue to labor, that
others may enjoy.”—Century.

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY EDITION
Merrie England

Printed on good paper, from large,
propaganda purposes ever issued, The
to hard-headed

clear type. This is the best book for
plain, common-sense talks of the author

ohn Smith are just what you want to place before your neighbors

whom you wish to convert. Order & quantity and make Socialists. The price is

within the reach of all.

Cash must accompany all orders.

BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ!

OUR CLUBBING LIST

A Physician in the House

A new family medical work, by Dr.J. H.
Greer. ¥Price, 82.75.

Civilization Civilized
A crushing areanesmeny, ot el Bodne:
ed to Ten Coents. ¥
President John Smith
e T
Adams.  Bent postpaid to any address Ten

|The Am

One Yeari......oovuinssnes £1.00
With The Soclal Democrat
One YeReyic i naenns $1.50
The Coming Nation
OneiNear: oSkt $0.50
‘With The Social Democrat
One Year........5.......81.20
Commonywealth
| OneYear........ 81,00
With The Social Democrat
; OhaYear:. .oy ... BL.25
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CHICAGO, ILL.,, THURSDAY DECEMBER 2, 1897.

~ SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

A RECORD OF THE WEEK'S PROP-
AGANDA AND PROGRESS.

Some Interesting Facts About The
Movement From Various Parts of
The Uniled States.

The past week has beeén one of great
activity in organizing. Our comrades in
various parts of the country are tak-
ing hold with & will and are giving evi-
dence that they realize the necessity
for hard and persistent work. This
spirit must continue and the work
must not be permitted to lag. During
the winter season which I8 now upon
us every effort must be put forth to
compactly organize our forces in every
state in the union. This is your fight,
comrades, and at our national conven-
tion next June you should see that
every state is properly represented.

Seven new branches is the record for
the week. These are reported from
Brooklyn, N, Y., Jersey City, N. J.,
Yale, Kansas, Port Angeles, Wash.,
Houston, Tex., Philadelphia, Pa., and
Paterson, N. J.
branches there has been a very sub-
gtantial increase in the membership
of old branches, 106 new members he-
ing reported in one day last week.

Chairman Debs is still at his home
in Terre Haute, but will shortly de-
part on another organizing campaign.
He expects to go to St. Louis, to at-
tend the grand demonstration to be
held there on the 5th inst., after which
he will return to headquarters for a
few days before starting out on the
extended trip now contemplated.

The French and Belgian glass work-
ers at Arnold, Pa., will join the Social
Democracy in a body. Each of them
has a saving of from $200 to $2,000,
and their intention is to remove to the
colony in the spring and establish a
co-operative glass plant,

Our Hartford, Conn., comrades are
doing magnificent work. They realize
the necessity that confronts them and
have a proper conception of their
duties, as the following paragraph from
the “Enterprise” of Nov. 20 will show:

“Section No. 2 of the Sociali Demoe- |

racy of America has been organized
and holds weekly meetings at Central
Labor hall every Sunday might. It is
an English section, and the organizers
are arranging to form clubs in each
ward of the city, where weekly meet-
ings can be had and the education of
the masses secured. A club in each
ward will be the nucleus for the Social
Democracy to. enter politics and agi-
tate their principles for municipal
ownership of all public functions. The
movement is growing rapidly all over
the country, and since Debs spoke here
recently, Hartford seems to be good
soil to enltivate. It is the only move-
ment, in  our judgment, where the

workers will get any lasting benefits, |

if they ever expect to realize anything
for themselves and civilization.”

The work of organizer Lloyd in Ohio
has been productive of great good. An
immense amount of work has been
done in Cleveland, and four flourish-
ing branches are now located there.
Comrade Llovd speaks very highly «f
the Cleveland comrades, and gives
much praise to the Central Labor
Union of that city as a progressive and
intelligent body of men.

Comrade Lloyd held very successful
meetings at Lima and there will soon

be organized one or two branches in |

that city as a result of his campign.

Comrade Steinhoff of our Columbus
branch is an earnest worker, and as
organizer of his branch is the right
man in the right place. Comrade
Steinhoff is anxious to join a colony
of the Social Democracy and there will
come a realization of his wish before
many months have passed.

One of the strongest workers in Ohlo
is Charles R. Martin of Tiffin. Com-
rade Martin was formerly one of the
wheel-horses of the Populist move-
ment in his state, but he is now de-
voting his splendid talents to the cause
of Social Democracy. In a recent let-

Aside from the new j

ter to the editor of the “Advance
Guard,” a Populist paper, Comrade
Martin says: ‘I think I have studied
the money question for all there is in
it, but when one gets a clear concep-
tion of the fundamentals of Socialism
he wonders why he did not see it
sooner, and regrets having wasted so
much time on what are really only
patchups.”

Our Evansville comrades are taking
steps to organize their city by wards
and hold regular weekly meetings in
each ward in the city. In a recent is-
sue, “Coming Events” says: “In the
near future discussions will be held
in the different wards of the city. This
is a move in the right direction, and
every laboring man that is not party
hide-bound should lay down his shovel
and hoe and work for common hn-
manity. Attend these meetings, for
they will be educators to the masses—
and don’t you forget it.”

Our California comrades are

wide
awake and earnest. In San Francisco
much good work is being done. Com-

rade Morse of Branch 3 sends a very
interesting report of the work in San
Francisco. In Los Angeles the com-
rades have inaugurated a serles of reg-
ular Sunday meetings at which discus-
sions of economic¢ problems take place,
These meetings are well attended and
are creating much interest.

The Sunday meetings of Branch No.
1 are a very important feature of the
work in Chicago, and much interest is
manifested in the discussions which
take place. Mrs. Lucinda B, Chandler
delivered a stirring address on the New
Commonwealth at the Jlast meeting.
Mrs. Chandler is a forceful and logi-
cal speaker, and her address created
much favorable comment, Branch 1
extends a cordial invitation to the
general public to be present at these
meetings,

Rev. Frederick Millar, vice-chair-
man of Branch No. 6, has sent out
cards announcing the Social Democ-
racy meeting on Dec. 2, also Jesse
|Cox’s lecture on Socialism which will
| be given on Dec. 6 at 8 p. m. Comrade
| Roderus, organizer of Branch 6, is
| making every effort to bring in new
members, and is creating much inter-
{est in the Social Democracy in the
| Woodlawn district.

Those who have been attending the
{meetings of Branch 5 should note
|change in time of meeting. Through-
lout the winter meetings will be held
lonthe second and fourth Tuesday of
{mch month, at Sccial Hall, corner One
{Hundred and Thirteenth street and
| Michigan avenue. The members of
|Branch § are doing good work and
{their meetings are well attended.

l 0 e e e e

| Editor Social Democrat:

{ A short time ago, when only about
five of the local branches were adver-
| tised in your columns, I called atten-
ition to the importance of every branch
lavailing itself of your generous terms
I (25 cents a month) for a standing no-
Itllc of time and place of meeting. I
iam glad to see the cheering increaso
{in that column. Still only a very small
percentage of the local branches have
!n\'ailcd themselves of it. 'Why not
{all? ' If the branch is indifferent about
!this, there should be one member at
{least in each branch who would make
it his business to see that this be
jdone,

{1 again say that there is no news
| you can give in your columns, no ar-
i ticle you can write, no plea you can
{make, that would more effectively help
our cause or demonstrate its growing
power than ‘‘meetings of local
i branches,”

| Comrades of local branches, hide not
{your light under a bushel. Set it on
| the hill top of publicity in our magnifi-
‘cent tribune of the people, the Soclal
{Democrat.  Old  branches, to’ the
|front! Let every new branch insti-
| tuted forward the 25 cents. It ought
i to be the first item of expenditure by
| every new branch. It would be the

| best possible investment, a seed sowing | di

ithat will help to more rapidly cover
'the whole field of our labor than any
{other. Let us have a whole page full
|to commence the new year with,
WM. PHILLIPS,
Sec. Pennsylvania Branch No. 1.

Send three 2-cent stamps for a copy
i of Merrie England.

{ A SECOND LOST.-

E R IS THE TROUBLE.
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- The Social Democrat

SUBSCRIPTION
BLANK

70 THE PUBLISHER, 504 Trude Bldg., Chicago:

for which send THE

SOCIAL DEMOCRAT for.

months

To
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Full P, 0. Address

Got your, dealer to bay these goods—he'll
| eause—or we'll send you tape measure, samples
edged Russia leather pocket memorandum
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‘ll;hn Firm that Is makin

L4
NION MADE Clothing Popular,

RATE: Twelve Months, $1.00; Six Months, 50¢; Three Mcnths, 25c.

UNION £Z T MADE

book f

. HAMILTON CARHARTT & CO.

ING
Mean

do it for the asking and you'll help the UNION
and self-measurement blank, with a daivty gils
ree.

DETROIT, MICH.
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES
OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRACY ADOPTED
AT CHICAGO, JUNE 21,1897.
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We hold that all men are born free, and
are endowed with certain natural rights,
among which are life, liberty and happi-
ness. In the light of experience we find
that while all citizens are equal In theory,
they are not so in fact. While all citizens
have the same rights politically, this po-
litical equality is useless under the pres-
ent system of economlic inequality, which
is essentially destructive of life, liberty
and happiness. In ite of our political
equality labor is rob of the wealth it
produces, By the development of this
system it is denied the means of self-em-
ployment, by enforced, idleness
through iack of employment, is even de-
prived of the necessaries of life.

To the obvious fact that our despotic
system of economics is the direct oppo-
site of our democratic system of politics,
can be plainly traced the existence of a
class that corrupts the government, allen-
ates public property, public franchises and
public functions and holds this, the
mightlest of nations, in abject dependence.

r,, manual and mental, being the
creator 'Of all wealth and all civilization,
it rightfully fellows that those who per-
form all labor and create all wealth should
enjoy the fruit of their efforts. But this
is rendered impossible by the modern sys-
tem of production. BSince the discovery
and application of steam and electric
powers and the general introduction of
machinery in all branches of Industry, the
industrial operations are carried on by
such gigantic means that but few are
now able to possess them, and thus the
producer is separated from his products,

While in former times the individual
worker labored on his own account, with
his own tools, and was the master eof his
products, now dozens, hundreds and thou-
sands of men work together in shops,
mines. factories, etc., co»ornun( accord-
Ing to the most efficlent dividion of labor,
but they are not the masters of their
Producu. The fruits of this co-operative
abor are, In & great measure, appropriat-
ed by the owners of the means of produc-
tion, to-wit by the owners of machines,
E.]tlix“' land and the means of transpor-

on,

This system, by graduaily extinguishing
the middle ciass, necessarily leaves but
two classes In our country;

natural forces are
system which makes
only objeat in business.
Ignorance and misery, with all concom-
itant evils, are perpetuated by this sys-

tem, which es human labor a ware to
be bought in the o market, and places
no real value on human life.

Sclence and invention are diverted from
thelr humane purposes and made instru-
ments for the enslavement of men and the
starvation of women and children,

e, therefore, hold that in the natural
course of social evolution, this system,
through the destructive action of its fail-
ures and crises on the one hand, and the
constructive tendencies of its trusts and
other capitalistic combinations on the
other, will annihilate the middle class, the
bas. pon which this system rests, and
thereby weork out its own downfall,

We therefore call upon all honest citi-
Zens to_unite under the banner of the
Social Democracy of America, s0 that
we may be ready to conquer capitalism by
maki use of our political liberty and
by pos: on of the public power,
50 that we may put an end to the pres-
ent barbarous struggle, by the abolition
of capitallsm, the restoration of the land,
and of all the means of production, trans-
portation and distribution, to the people
as a collective body, and the substitution
of the co-operative commonwealth for the
present state of planless production, in-

ustrial war and social disorder—a com-
monwealth, which, although It will not
make every man equal physically or men-
tally, will give to every worker the free
exercise and the full benefit of his facul-

led by all modern fac

mocracy of Amer-
d *‘the rule. of the

eople,” a truth, by ending the economic
subjugation of the overwhelming great

ority of the people.

view to the immediate rellet of

ple, all our efforts shall be put
to secure to the unemployed self-
employment, usi 1 proper
means to that end. For such
of the states of the Union,

the

ing the sphere of our operations until the
National Co-operative Commonwealth
shall be established.
‘We also make the following specific
DEMANDS FOR RELIEF:
1. The public ownership of all industries
omo:uoued by monopolies, trusts and com-

8.
2. The public ovnuu::llP of all raliroads,
trans-

Borfan oot pate SR
s S e, ‘b 1 oiner ‘ Ui 20
3. The public ownmhlg of all gold, =il-
ver, copper, | and all other
mines; also all oll and gas wells,
4. Reduction of the hours of labor In !
proportion to the of production.| To Any Reliable Man.
5 oc n of & system of pud- Marvelous appliance and h's remed|
B ovorks and \mprovements, f0F the ®In- |- o' race’ power Wil b seat On Lria sithont: oy
“‘m.a ol unq‘n the public e £, by the foremost company in the
e\ urwb.mlrpo&..‘“ wf:ly.n‘lll'otmtolnmmuda
useful inventions free & Tom effects of excesses, w 'y OVErs
%%" I:mtu' to be remunerated by the %‘uﬁng"«m’%wm"&w e
7. The establishment of Postal Bavings | cheme; no decapting, ap mied, Ro €. Oy
; NIAGARA ST,
lefssaoten ot o st e | ERTE WEDICAL €0, 53548555
‘Proport] Representation. f
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MEETINGS OF
LOCAL BRANCHES
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[Notices of meetings will be published
under this head for 25¢ per month.)

Branch No. 1 of Illinois meets every Sunday,
2:30 p.m., at 198 Esst Madison street. Good
speakers. Everybody invited. Free discussion.
Note change of hall,

Illinois Local Branch No. 5, meets 2d and
4th Tuesday of each mouth at 8 o'clock p. m., at
Social Hall, corner 113th st. and Michigan ave.

Illinois Branch No. 0 meets 2d, 3d and {th
Mondays at § p.m., 63d street and Centre avenue,
(‘hicago. Business meeting for members only
18t Bunday of each month at 10 a. m.

Illinois Branch No. 10 meetsevery Wednesday
at 221 N. Clark street, Chicago. at 8 p. m.

Illinois Branch No. 4, Chicago, Ill.,, meets
every Bunday at 3 p. m., at 3424 South Halsted
street.

Missonri Branch No. 1, St. Louis, Mo. Mects
October 15 and 29, at 8 p. m., at 1000 Olive St.

Missouri Branch No. 3 meets every 2d and 4th
Tuesday at 15th and Wyoming sts., St.Louis, Mo.
M. Dorn, Sec'y. 1833 Lami Street.

New York Branch No. 10, Buffalo. N, Y., meets
every Tuesday at 8 p. m., Behweizer's Hall 453

|
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|
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THE LARGEST OVERALL MAN

Our Brand is on all.

New York City.

Chicago, I11.

“THE UNION FOREVER!”

THE UNION-MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY

Sweet,Orr& Co.

UFACTURERS IN THE WORLD.

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP.

If you don’t wear Overalls, you must wear Pants.
You should wear Shirts and you should wear Sack Coats.
They are all the Best that can be made.

INSIST upon our goods.
keep them, then write to

SWEET, ORR & CO.

If your local dealer don’t

Newburgh, N. Y.

Broadway,

Pennsylvania Branch No. 1 meets every
Sunday and Tuesday at § p, m., Co-oper-
ative hall, 1125 Poplar street, Philadel-
phia.

. Ohio Branch No. 2 meets every Monday even-
ing at 8 o'clock, Stengel's Hall, cor, Pearl and
Monrog streets, Cleveland, Ohio.

5 Mlu.’ill(‘hl:lhl'llll; B(rlunch ll}'u. 1. Businoss me
ings Ist and 3d Fridays. Meetings for discussion | s 3 & 3
and education 2d and 4th Fridays, Castle Bquare | l\‘(lﬁl :,:tixtli'«:tin‘I.Ill::gl(l.:‘IA\:‘XEPHS'“I“':::I?“‘:M'::!E;::
Hall, 446 Tremont stroet. Rf»um 11, Boston, Mass. | men in possession of all their natural membors,

Indiana Branch Ne. 3, Richmond, Ind., meets | g Jittle or no inconvenience.
2d and 4th Wednesdr 7 evenings, hall of German |
Benevolent Society, :orner 5th and Main strects.

New York Branch No. 6, 12th"Assembly Dis- |
triot, 8. D, A, meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at Mg. A, A. MARgS. $

o £ L - bt > W I | Dear Sir:—Over twenty years ago I had both
(\:;l'u:-rn.lu Star, No. 112 Clinton street, New York | crushed by the railrond cars, which necessitated
e i y = .| tation below tho knees.

New York Branch No. §, Tenth Assembly Dis- ' [ placed myself under your care.
trict, New York City, meets 2d and 4th Friday of
each month at 8 p. m., Liberty Hall, 255-257 E.
Houston street. ecturcs each meeting. Sam’l
Whitehorn, Secretary, care of B. Margolis, 176
Suffolk street, |

New Jersey Branch, No, 1, meots every Tues-
'(Ily. Club rooms are open for friends also on
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, 356 Pacifie Bt.,
Paterson, N,

The Grenter New York City Central Commit-
tee of the Social mocracy of America, meets
every Saturday at K30 p, m., at 212 East Broad
way. Nicholas Aleinikoff Secretary, 87 Nassau
streot, New York City. .

New Jersey Branch No. 4, meets every Thors-
day at Progressiva Labor Hall, corner Barclay
and Montgomery streets. Newark, N, J.

Washington Branch No. 2, Tacoma, Wash,,
meets averf Sunday at 3 p. m., at Armory Hall,
corner 15th and C streets. Interesting pro-
gramme. Public cordially invited. l

Pennsylvanja Branch No. 10, Allegheny, Pa.
meets every Sunday evening at 242 Beaver ave, |

Action, Noiseless in Motion, and th
Durable in Construction.

that, from the first, 1 felt thatl was soon to
the most that -4ill and ingenuity could possibly
me. Inthis I have not been dis-
| appointed, for your labors have
restored me to my feet, and I am,
for all practical purposes, myself
again, 1 well remember how
proud I was when your genius
slaced me in a position in which
could indulge in youthfal sports,
how I availed myself of every ad-
vantage, playing ball, boating,
fishing and hunting in summer,
and skating in winter. 1 even
went so far as to swing my part-
ner on several occasions in rural

| dances. I have always felt that
your artificial legs were wonders,
and ought to be known through-
out the land. My latest fad is
riding a bicycle. I found the

Respeoct

BOTH LECS AMPUTATED BELOW THE KNEES.
Mamaroxeck, N. Y.
my legs

By the advice of my surgeons

Your reputation as
the most competent in the land had so impressed me

task difficult at first, but after repeated attempts I ride well and enj

ARTIFICIAL ARMS AND LEGS

PATENTS OF 18985
| Marks' Improved Rubber Hands and Feet are Natural in

e Most

n wearing one or
rming as much as
and experiencing

ampu-

realize
do for

oy it.
Jaues A. McDoxaLp, P.M.

fully yours,

Becretary's nddress, 174 Manbattan ave. |
Colorado Branch No. l,' Denver, Colo.. meets |
evory Suuday at § p. m,, Union Hall. |
California Branch No. 8, 8an Francisco, Cal.,
meets every Sunday at 2 p. m., at 99 Market |
street. The general public is invited to attend.
Calfornia Branch No. 8, Bakersfield, Cal.,meots
the 1st Sunday of eaoh month, on or before the
full of the moon,at 2 p, m., in Nattson's Hall,

mend the Rubber Foot and Hand.

ESTABLISHED
44 YECARS,

Over 10,000 seattered in all parts of tho world. Eminpent surgeons and competent judges com-
At the World's Columbinn Expasition they received the
highest award, They are endorsed and purchased by the United States and foreign governmeats,
A treatise, containing 544 pages, with 800 fllastrations, sent free; also a formula for taking measure~
ments, by which limbs can be made and sent to all parts of the world with it guaran . Add

A. A. MARKS, 70/ BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY

Wisconsin Branch No. 9. Business Meetings
Friday, Nov. 19, 1897, and every fourth Friday
thereafter. Open meetings for discussion and
education Friday, Dec. 3, 1807, and every fourth
Friday thereafter, at SiJml‘n Hall, 8, E. Corner of
Oth avenue and Orchard street, Milwankee, Wis,

Teunessee Brauch No. 1, Nashville, Tenn.,
meets every Tuesday at 730 p. m., 6025 Church
street. Visitors cordially invited.

I'ITHE ann

COMING NATION

Is the hottest Socialist paper
in this or any other country.
It monkeys not with side is-
sues but goes to the spot by
advocating the collective own-
ership of all the means of pro
duction and distribution. 8.8
Edited, owned and. pnblished
by the Ruskin Co-operative
Colony, composed of working-
men who own what they pro-
duce. They have built a town;
they own it. The average
worker builds a town and
somebody else owns it, Jtatst
Do you want to read a paper
of this kind? We print it
every week and charge 60 cents

Texas Branch No. 1, Houston, Texas, meets
24 and 4th Thursday of each month in Union
Men's Hall, on Franklin street, botween Main
and Travis streats.

RAWWAY

OFFICIALS SEMPLOYES

ACCIDENT ASSOCIATION
WHK BELLIS,SECY.
)

Mothers! Mothers! Mothers!

MRS, WINSLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP
has been used for over FIFTY YEARS by mil-
lions of mothers for their CHILDREN while
TEETHING with perfect sucoess. It soothes the

child, softens the gums, allays all pain, CURES per year or 10 cents for three
WIND COLIC, is the best for DIAR- 7
RHEA. Sold by di&usaf- m'ﬂ&ry’é:’z af the monthe. JRAMMSEILNE N L
world. Be suro and asl r ‘*Mrs. nslow's \

Soothing Syrup'’’ and &ks no other kind. | SEE “socl". DEMOCRAT"” CLUBBING

Twenty-five cents & bottle.

MEDICAL

LIST AND SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
TO 504 TRUDE BUILDING ... CHICAGO

Don’t Stop

i

wo not longer be deneived by well-worded lles.
Read the truth. It will pay you dividends.

THINK OR STARVE

THAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE.

TO-DAY—this moment—you are belng robbed of
what you earn. How much! Not less than 1,000 &
yoar. Do you know how! Do you know why | Read

Formerly NEW OCCASION

The Best Only
Reform Magazine... s One Dollar a Year
in the World. 10 cents a number.
Monthly—Eighty Pages.

B. O. Flower, Founder of tho Arena.
Fred'k U. Adams, Ed, New Occasions.

Nuw Tixe is the fearless advocate of the INITIATIVE and
ReFEREXDUN, Majority Rule, Sclentific Government,
Monetary Reform and Physical and Ethical Culture,

Ameong hundreds of brilliant sriters whe

swill regalariy contribute to its pages are

Prof. Frank Parsons. Prof. Richard T, Ely.

Eprrons: §

Henry D. Lloyd. Senator Tillman.
Benator Butler. Herbert N. Camion.
tweed Pomeroy, Frances E. Willard.
Hamlin Garland. George A, G
Justice Walter Clark, Mary A. Livormoro.
V. Dabs. Abby Morton Dias,

Gov. H. 8. Pingree, John P, Altgeld.

Lillian Whiting. Helen Campbell.

A. H, Lewis, Senator Pettigrew,
SPECUIAL TO YOU. 15 two cent and re

velve THE NEW TIME three months

JOEN BEMITH, the of & Peaceful Revolution,

Prederick U. Adams, an {llustrated book of 390 pages

an {des on every page. Write fo-day.

Charles H. Kerr & Company, Publishers

56 Fifth Aveaue, CHICAGO.

GRAND DEMONSTRATION AND FESTIVAL
of the united branches of the

 Social Democracy of America
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IN ST. LOUIS, MO.

to be given at

BOHEMIAN HALL, 9th ST. and ALLEN AVE.

| Sunday Ev'g, Dec.5,1807
- Commencing at 80'clock. Doulpglnut'l.
TICKETS 10 CTS. A PERSON.  CHILDREN FREE.
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