On carth peace, On earth peace,
good will good will
toward men toward men
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"THE DUTY OF THE HOUR

Each member of the Social Democ-
racy should recognize his§uty in this
struggle and perform it. To be a slug-
gard in such a crisis Is almost crimi-

The Social Demceracy affords to each
the opportunity to do his duty. Take
hold with all.your energy and will and
prove your fitness to march beneath its
conquering banner,

Never mind what carping critics say
or do. Their opposition, to the extent
that it has any influence at all, is help-
ful. The progress of our movement
hurts them, and they are unable to
conceal their chagrin. We have no
time to bandy epithets with them. We
are too busy building up and giving
strength and proportion to our great
organization.

Not one minute have we to waste in
noticing our detractors. The spirit and
temper of their attacks reveal the
motive and make any answer or com-
ment wholly unnecessary.

The Social Democracy is now a little
over three months old. Its growth has
been phenomenal. No movemeént has
ever met with more instantaneous or
widespread recognition.

The Social Democracy has been dis-
cussed in almost every paper and pe-
riodical in the land, More than this,
it has attracted large attention in the
old world. There is no mistaking the
overmastering significance and import-
ance of the movement, It is forging
rapidly to the front, and no power on !

earth can stay its emancipating march.

It means the overthrow of capital-
ism, the abolition of wage-slavery and
the inauguration of the eco-operative
commonwealth.

It means a social revolulion which
shall destroy the last vestige of labor
slavery and give to every workiugman
economic freedom,

" Let the progress of the future eclipse

that of the past. Let each member,
with the zeal and fidelity of a true So-
eialist, do his full share of the great
work we have undertaken.

There are new branches to be organ-
ized, new members to secure, as well as
new subscribers to The Social Demo-
crat,

The Colenization Department must
have the unwavering support of the
entire membership,

Let ‘it be remembered that a local
branch can be instituted with five or
more members, and there should be
one in active operation at every avail-
able point. ' Secretary Keliher will fur-
nish full information and supply all
necessary blank forms on application.

The first national econvention will
meet at Chicago in June next. Every
state and territory in the Union will
be fully represented. In the interven-
ing eight months each member must
do his very best to increase the mem-
bership and spread the light.

Now, right now, is the time to begin.

EUGENE V. DEBS.

Chicago, Oct. 4, 1897.

Socialism in Peru.

(By James Shelden Ingalls.)

Of the influence of the Peruvian in-
stitutions on the people Rivero, in his
Peruvian antiquities, says: *“It cannot
be denied that such institutions were
a powerful means to preserve the mo-
rality and social virtues of the nation,
and that they were truly paternal, since
they united the citizens in one single
family whose members mutually as-

. sisted and supported each other, and
very justly might Count Carli say, in
his American letters, that the moral
man in Peru was infinitely superior to
the European.” Markham, speaking of
the same subject, says: “If good gov-
ernment consists in promoting the
happiness and comfort of the people,
and in securing them from oppression;
if a civilizing government is one which
brings the means of communication
and of irrigating land to the highest
possible state of efficiency and makes
steady advances in all the arts, then
the goverument of the Incas may fairly
lay claim to those titles.”

. - *

"So-pertect was the Inca organiza-
tion that it continued to work effi-
ciently and almost mechanically for
some time after the guiding heads had
been struck down. The Spanish con-
querors found that when they madrched
through the districts, sacking houses
and destroying growing crops, the lo-
cal officers kept a careful record of the
injury done. The accounts were then
examined and checked, and if one dis-
trict had lost more than another those
that had suffered less made up part of
the difference, so that the burden
might be shared equally by all., Un-
der such a system there could be no
want, for thought was taken for every
creature. There was hard work, while
provision was made not only for rest,
but also for recreation. The dreams
of the Socialists were made a reality
in the system which grew up and flour-
ished under the rule of the Incas.”

* - -

In another volume the same author
says: “Crime was almost unknown.”
In corroboration of this statement he
quotes from a most curions and inter-
esting document, from which it appears
that the last of the Christian conquer-
ors who had taken part in the nefa-
rious spoliation of a happy and pros-
perous people, when his last hour ap-
proached made a will and accompan-
fed it with a “confession,” both of
which were attested by u notary and
in which he unburdened his guilty soul
in a most extraordinary manner. So
interesting is it that the extract is here
given in full:

" “True confession and protestation in
the hour of death by one of .the first
Spaniards, conquerors of Peru, named
Marcio Serra de Lejesama, with his
will proved in the City of Cuzco on the
15th of November, 1589, before Geron-
imo Sanchez de Quesada, public: no-
tary. First, before béginning my will,
I declare that I have desired much to
give notice to his Catholic Majesty,
King Philip, our lord, seeing how good
-@a Catholic and Christian he 1is, and
how zealous in the service of the Lord
. our God concerning that which I would

conquest of these countries, which we
took from the Lord's Incas and placed
mdor the royal crown, a fact which h
own to his Catholic Majesty.

":;‘he said Incas governed in such a
1y that {n all the land nclther a thief,

property were so divided that each
man knew what belonged to him, and
there were no law suits. The Incas
were feared, obeyed and respected by
their subjects, as a race very capable
of governing; but we took away their
land and placed it under the crown of
Spain, and made them subjects.

“Your Majesty must understand that
my reason for making this statement
is to relieve my conscience, for we have
destroyed this people by our bad ex-
amples. Crimes were once so0 little
known among them that an Indian
with one hundred thousand pieces of
gold and silver in his house left it
open, only placing a little stick across
the door, as the sign that the master
was out, and nobody went in. But
when they saw that we placed locks
and keys on our doors, they under-
stood that it was from fear of thieves,
and when they saw that we had thieves
amongst us, they despised us. All this
I tell your Majesty to discharge my
conscience of a weight, that I may no
longer be a party to these things. And
I pray God to pardon me, for I am, the
last to die of all the discoverers and
conquerors, as it is notorious that there
are none left but me, in this land or
out of it, and therefore I now do what
I can to relieve my conscience.”

Prescott, to whom we are already so
much indebted, says: “The provisions
against poverty were so perfect that in
their wide extent of territory—much
‘of it smitten with barrenness—no
man, however humble, suffered for
want of food and clothing. Famine, so
common a scourge in' every other
American nation, s0 common at that
period in every country of civilized Eu-
rope, was an evil unknown in the do-
minions of the Incas.”

L

Yet, in the face of all these facts,
which no one can gainsay or dispute,
that nation has been classed as semi-
civilized, while the Europeans of that
day and the leading nations of the
present are called civilized.

This may agree with present ideals,
but a time will come when any people
that binds up the bruised and the brok-
en, cares for the sick, visits the wid-
ows and the fatherless, banishes want
from every household, bears one an-
other's burdens and lives the golden
rule, will be regarded as a civilized peo-
ple without regard to the color of the
skin, the cut or texture of their garb,
their knowledge of Buclid or Trigo-
nometry, the size of their bank account
or under what name they worship the
universal soul,

And any nation or people that neg-

lects these things disregards the gold-
en rule, thinks only of self, heeds not
the burdens of the poor and permits
any willing soul, and especially inno-
cent children, to famish for bread in
a land of plenty—any such people will
not be called civilized, no matter what
progress they may have made in the
arts and sciences, how vast their
wealth, how long their prayers or the
nature of their creeds.
. It is not contended that advancement
in the arts and sciences and kindred
matters is not to be considered as a
part of civilization, but rather that
without the bond of brotherhood, with-
out willing hands stretched forth to
feed the hungry and clothe the naked—
without the spirit of the golden rule—
there is nor can be~no trno clvﬂlz&-
tion,

The Cleveland Citizen, Sept. 11, says: |

‘We Are Coming.

‘We are coming, we, the people,
Rising In our consclous power;

Many ages have we ted,

. Hungered, thirsted for this hour;

For the tyrant and oppressor
In . our presence soon shall cower.

We are coming, we, the people,
We, the outcast and oppressed,

‘We, the scorned of all the nuuanl.
Coming on from East and Wes

North and South, the wide world over,
Like the sea which knows no rest,

We are ing to our
Pressing on to claim our own;
We shall rear the ' golden clty"
This our task, and ours alone;
Yes, the stone so long neglected
Shall become its corner stone. %

LGS

Yes, the time has come for actlon,
Freedom's volce Is heard at last,

Calling to the sleeping nations—
Mammon's minions stand aghast—

And the people's foes shall vanluh
Like dry leaves before the blast.

As they catch that far-off echo,
How the hearts of men are stirred;
How with tears their eyellds glisten '
(Freedom is a wondrous word),
And, In joyful acclamation,
Now the “people’s voice,” is heard,
~-Northern People, Australia.

THROUGH THE LATTICE.

Good Advice on a Grave Subject by “The
Man Without a Soul.”

To the people who sit behind the
barred doors and closed shutters of sel-
fishness, feasting and dancing, and en-
Joying ‘the plunder they have taken
from the tolling poor, never heeding

the cries of distress coming up from

the mines and factories, and the fields
that have been plundered of their fat
to grease the path of life for the rent
and profit collector—to all these people
I send friendly warning, and beg them
heed it.

Look out through the lattice of your
closed windows just for an hour, and
look upon the miseries you have cre-
ated. You toil not, neither do . you
spin—how then can you dress so gor-
geously, unless you steal the profits of
labor from those who produce them?

In the eyes of God and justice you
are a thief. God never gave to man

honor and disgrace, while you sit down
In the midst of plenty and attempt to
read from the gospel of Jesus Christ to
the starving people on the outside, but
always hold a sword and loaded gun
in the other hand, with which you pro-
pose to force obedience from the hun-
Bry poor, or drench the earth with
their impoverished blood.

If you are too guilty to look out
through the lattice of your windows,
don't, for 2 moment, forget the fact
that the millions are looking in
through your barred windows, and they
are fast becoming aware of the truth
that you did not create your wealth,
nor get it from willing hands, and that
you are a brutish thief and plunderer
of God’s miserable poor,

And the hungrier and more ragged
these miserable millions become, the
more ready they are to take back the
unholy plunder with which you are
surrounded and give some of it to their
famishing families.

It doesn’t do you any good to close
your shutters tighter, and lock your
doors more strongly, and run the barrel
of your loaded gun further out through
the légal port-holes—when a few more
of the many millions are as thorough-
ly convinced that you are a plunder-
ing thief-—as thoroughly convinced as
I am—they will tear down your castles
of plunder and inhuman greed and turn
you out to wrestle with God's raw ma-
terial for a living or starve.

This may seem like harsh treatment
to you, my lazy, looting brother, but it
will not be one-tenth as hard as the
conditions you have forced upon mil-
lions, for you have turned us out to
starve, or pay you tribute for the use
of God’s raw material.

We will be more liberal with you—
we will give you a free and equal
chance at the raw material, which is
all that honest man can demand from
society, no difference how great a
brain the Almighty has bléssed him
with.

When we all get to know the truth

i THE EDITOR'S ARENA .

One of our brothers tells me that
some of the members of his branch ob-
ject to the discussion of politics in
branch meetings. It would be interest-
ing to know from what standpoint the
objectors reason.

The Social Democracy is organized
for the purpose of accomplshing, not
merely a reform, but a complete revo-
lution in our industrial system, through
conscious and intelligent application
of political methods; and it is absurd
to say that members should not discuss
politics in their meetings. Those who
deprecate the discussion of politics in
branch meetings have not properly con-
ceived their duty as Social Democrats.
Primarily, the discussion of politics is
exactly what the branch meetlngs are

for.

Socialism is a great political move-
ment, so far as the question of methol
is concerned. It proceeds on the as-
sumption that its-economic programme
can be put into full operation only by
intelligent political action on the part
of a thoroughly class-conscious and so-
lidified body of adherents. This being
true, the branch meetings should be
real training schools to teach members
the best manner of applying their po-
litical Yower so as to accomplish the
aim of Socialism.

No compromise. No fusion. No log-
rolling for the purpose of gaining ap-
parent concessions from petty middle-
class movements; but united, persis-
tent effort to place the industries of the
nation in control of the people, coliect-
ively onganized on a basis of pure de-
IMOCracy.

Those who cannot go into branch
meetings and discuss politics along

w

*\/lm :

anything but raw materlal, and two
hands and the power to think and de-
vise plans for the hands to follow,
while readjusting and transforming the
raw material into food and clothing
and shelter and things that give pleas-
ure and delight to the heart.

But God never gave you more raw
material than you can work with your
own two hands and mind; and He
never denied any one the right to ap-
proach the raw material and construct
useful and ornamental articles
himself and loved ones.

If you- never- uged your hands or
brains directly upon the raw material,
and yet make use of the articles cre-
ated by the over-worked hands of some
poor man, woman or child, you are a
thief and a brute.

“He that won't work has no right to
be fed.” A drone can only live on
charity or plunder. On which are you
existing? Are you a polished pauper
or a pious plunderer? You must be one
or the other—a brazen beggar or a
thankless thief,

It does not matter that you are dteu-
ed in fine clothing and bedecked with
diamonds and jewels; it does not mat-
ter that you stand high in church and
state and secret social orders; it does
not matter that you pray and bend
your knee to God—if you are living on
profits forced from the hands of people
to whom you have denied the oppor-

tunity to take of the raw material thefr

overworked hands for the prlvllm of
getting to the raw material created

for | be.

of your rascality; when we all take
a peep through the lattice of your clos-
ed windows, and see you consuming the
plundered bread for which many hun-
gry children cry in vain; when we all
see you, as a few of us now see you,
we will close up our ranks and stand
up for'our God-given-rights, like awak-
ened glants, and our march to social
and political triumph will be as mighty
and crushing as the vengeance of an
outraged and plundered people should

‘We shall not harm you, unless you
attempt to keep us back from our God-
glven rights and persist in robbing and
plundering our weak and helpless
‘brothers,

Do not act the fool and close your
windows up tighter at the sound of our
marching footsteps, for we are only
after that which the great God Al-
mighty gave to every human being—
a free and equal opportunity to get at

are going to have it sooner or later, It
is only a question of time.

Right will never rust nor decay,
"though it may be trampled into-the
earth for centuries; and money can
not rule forever, even though it be
buried under tons of golden crowns and
precious jewels and be seated on a
throne of diamonds.

‘The hounds of plutocracy, the gold-
bug press, are trying to outdo each
other in bumlrehlnz the character of

coarse and treasonable language
‘are nt.trtbuted to Debs. They are

the raw material of nature—and we'

these lines have not yet learned what
the Social Democracy is organized for,
L -~

San Francisco Socialists have put
a splendid idea in operation. They
have formed an association for the spe-
cial purpose of training members in
the art of public speaking. This is
practical propaganda work of the very
highest value. There is scarcely a So-
cialist organization in the.country that
deoes not contain one or more bright
young members who, with a little
training, would develop into very ef-
fective platform speakers. Such mem-
bers should be given a chance to devel-
op their latent power, and our branches
throughout the country would do well
to follow the example of their San
Francisco brothers. A thoroughly
trained corps of speakers can thus be
developed, which will be of incalculable
service to the cause of Socialism in fu-
ture political ecampaigns.
. * =

The utter breakdown of the trade-
union theory is well illustrated by the
case of the Chicago street rallway em-
ployes.

Seventeen men peremptorily dis-
charged for attempting to form a
union, and in answer to a united pro-
test against this high-handed violation
of their rights the employes were
bluntly informed that the company
would not tolerate a union under any
consideration. Ten years ago the com-
pany taking this course wounld have
found its road tied up completely with-
in an hour, But things have changed
since the appearance of the injunction;
the employes of the city railway find
they must accept the company’s ulti-
matum or give up their bread and but-

{ter; -and they.relinquish thelr rights

-buyaror-alleruw

‘| ence.

positions and recognize the right of
its employes to organize. I am in-
clined to think that the men will dis-
cover the.injunction of very little use
to them, The injunction is for the pro-
tection of property, not men,

The street railway men, in common
with all other wage earners, must rec-

ognize Socialism as their only hope.
.- %

An effort is being made to plunge /
this country into war, and by th;awng/
tide of patriotism thus arouséd to
drown the increasing volume o! Social-
ism,

This Is an old trick, and one that hag
worked to perfection times without
number. It will be impossible to work
it much longer; the class-consclous
proletariat of all countries are fast be-
ginning to realize that their interests
lie in peace, not war. The brotherhood
of humanity is fast becoming a living
fact.

* ® %

Labor is the source of property they
tell us, yet those who labor hardest
have no property while those who la-
bor not have everything. This is a
paradox that needs some explanation,
Men labor to acquire property, and as
soon as they have accomplished their
objeet they find themselves, by the very
fact of their possession of property,
relieved from the nécessity to labor.
Their property works for them. -The
toll they are able to exact from the
propertyless ones for the use of their
property in production enables them to
live in luxury entirely without labor.

By this method those who are the
most cunning and able acquire all
property. It becomes concentrated in
a comparatively few hands, and the
burden of toll which the propertyless
ones have to pay for the privilege of
working and living upon the earth be-
comes increasingly heavier to bear.
And still the propertyless ones strive
for property!

Workingmen are told that by the
exercise of industry and frugality they
have a chance to acquire property and
thus relieve themselves from the neces-
|slty to labor, just like thelr masters.
| They follow this idea with a persist-
|ence that is heart-breaking. Can they
not gee that their ideal is an impossi-
bility?

The day when all men become pro-
| prietors, that day the power of prop-
lerty is utterly extinguished.

It will no longer be possible for the
proprietor to live without labor, be-
cause all men will be equally able to
control the sources of their subsist-
It ‘is impossible for all men to
realize- property in its present form,
because if all men were relieved from
the necessity to labor production must
entirely cease and society perish of
starvation.

It is possible to extinguish property
in its present form, by making its pos-
session universal and so making the
obligation to labor universal, but that
can only be by the co-operative com-
monwealth. That is the only rational
ideal for workingmen.

LETTER FROM CASSON.

Cheering Words from the Lynn' isoc_l_"l

Evangelist, Who Is Now in England,

Glasgow, Scotland, Sept. 22.

Dear Comrades of the Social De-
mocracy:—I write you this short note
to tell you of my sympathy with your
new movement, For the last three
months I have been lecturing in Eng-
land, and consequentl) have been un-
able to personally assist you. .

Everywhere T go I find the English
and Scotch Socialists intensely inter-
ested in'the colonization scheme of -
this new American Social Democracy.
In almost every audience questions are
asked about it, and the name of Eu-
gene Debs is everywhere greeted with
cheers,

Last week I spent two days at the
home of Dr. Alfred Russell Wallace,
the grand old man among English
scientists, and he expressed the keen-
-est interest in the plan of Mr. Debs.
He believed not only in the spirit of
the movement, but also in its tactics
and details.

If copies of the “Social Democrat'
could be placed on sale in England they .
would be eagerly bought up. I have
delivered fifty-six lectures hare al-
ready, and I find every audience of the
opinion that the social revolution will
come first in America. They are con-
sequently eager to hw the latest from
the front.

The Hazleton musacre is just now
being advertised In front of every
news stand, and Tory monarchists are
chuckling editorially over the downfall
of the American republic. Thus Eng-
lish capitalists are proclaiming the
same fact that American capitalists
deny. Yours for the people,

 HERBERT N. CASSON.
—— e

The new conscience 53ys simply that

a man shall never be so' much of a
10 be a
shall not be a

’D. Hoyd.
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N
NOTICE.

TO ALL LOCAL BRANCHES: Your
attention is called to the following sec-
tion of the constitution: *“On or before
the 5th day of each month the treasur-
er shall remit by postal money order
the monthly dues for current month to
the National Council, and each local
branch shall remit the full amount due
for the entire membership,”

Onward, Brethren, to Victory!

The class struggle in which the So-
cial Democracy is engaged is the off-
spring of the capitalist system, and
the struggle will end only with the
overthrow of that system. Class and
caste will then disappear and social
unity and economic harmony will pre-
vail

The Social Democracy will issue to
the world the first Proclamation of
Edonomic Emancipation.

Get in line, brother! Don't wait for
spmebody else. Act for yourself and
bécome a Social Democrat.

But three months old, and yet our
movement has already swept across the
continent,

There is soul as well as science in
our gredat organization. It is sympa-
thetic as well as scientific,

The rellef of the unemployed is
bound to be a serious question in our
large cities this winter. ' The Social
Democraey offers thelonly practical so-
lution of the unemployed problem.

The present system is fast eating it-
seif up. « We must soon have either
chaos or Socialism. To avold the for-
mer you must work with all your
might for the latter,

Join a branch and help the Socidl
Democracy to solve this great question
which now confronts humanity., Even
though you cannot do much, you can
do something, and every little helps.

If you walit for socialism to become
thoroughly “respectable” before you
join us, you will miss all the glory of
being & revolutionist. 'When the move-
ment gets “respectable” everybody will
be “in it."”

What do you think of the proposal of
the Social Democracy to build a rail-
road for the city of Nashville?

Economic conditions are at the basis
of all political movements, says Karl
Marx.

1f we can control economic conditions
through our plan of organization, how
much easier will it be to control the
political movement.

The action of the employers in the
last presidential election in their “fac-
tory campaign” has proven the truth
of the maxim contention, the controi of
the factories means the control of the
votes of those who work therein,

The Great Socialist.

Rev. Myron Reed, of Denver, said
in a recent sermon: “What was Christ
killed for, and who killed him? He
tramped all the way from Nazareth to
Calvary. 'He was born in a borrowed

_ barn. Respectable sinners he called
‘whited sepulchres, He walked into a
temple he did not own and drove out
‘some money-changers he was unac-

A Trip to Ruskin.
Socialism and Ruskin are not synon-
omous terms, and yet g recent trip to
that much-talked-of .colony impressed
thevwriter with the idea that much
was being done in the direction of so-

o cialism,

It was my good fortune, in company
with Col. Richard -J. Hinton, the chair-
man of the Colonization Commission
of the Social Democracy, to pay this
beautiful little valley in the Tennessee
mountains a flying visit last Friday and
Saturday.

Much had I heard of the colony, and
in Nashville I came 'into connection
with a former member of the colony
whose opinions were not at all favor-
able to the enterprise.

‘When I started for the colony my
mind had a tendency to regard the
result of the Ruskin experiment as be-
ing sooner or later doomed to failure.

I do not propose to enter into the
question of personalities, or take sides
as to the merits of the controversy be-
tween several of the former members
and the management of the colony it-
self.

1 propose only to tell what facts I
learned and let the readers of this pa-
per judge for themselves. It may be
that some of the facts I state are open
to question, but they appear to me to
be facts, and I therefore give them as
I learned them.

Col. Hinton and myself left Nash-
ville at 4 o’clock in the afternoon over
the Nashville, St. Louis and Chatta-
nooga railroad, and arrived at Ten-
nessee City about half-past six. Here

.| we secured a conveyance and were tak-
no. |en down 6" Ruskin, some six miles

away from the railroad, for $1.50. The
road over which we passed was much
better than the average Tennessee road,
and wound through a gently rolling
county.

It was dark when we arrivéd, but
there were lights in the big building,
which is locally known as the “Print-
ery.” As we drew up we were saluted
by the strains of the colony brass band,
which was enjoying its weekly prac-
tice. It may be sald in passing that
all the houses round about belonged to
the colonists or to the association.

The Ruskin Co-Operative Association
was started as a purely joint stock com-
pany. It has had many ups and downs,
but throughout it all the members have
kept the idea of sccialism before them
and are gradually working to that end,
As the matter stands, it can be summed
up in the following words: “They are
doing the best they can under the cir-
cumstances, and will do better in the
future.”

There are about eighty members
holding stock in the association, and
out of these sixty have pald .in the
$500 cash that is required to become a
member of the association. This means
that $30,000 cash has been paid into the
association. As assets they have prop-
erty which, according to their estimate,

|is worth $60,000. This does not in-

clude standing timber and water rights
and some other rights and franchises
which in the ordinary business world
would raise the amount of their assets
to over $100,000.

They print a paper, “The Coming
Nation,” which has a big circulation
all over the world. They have a num-
ber of presses, including a Web Per-
fecting press, and a stereotyping plant
which cost in the nelghborhood of
$5,000.

Besides doing a great deal of job
printing, they manufacture suspenders,
chewing gum and other small articles,
which brings in a steady stream of
cash all the time. They have a grist
mill which pays them a net profit of
$150 per month, paid by the surround-
ing farmers. This amounts to $1,800 a
year, and on the usual capitalization of
twenty years' life of the plant it is
worth at least $30,000.

They have a cave which extends
nearly a mile into the hills, which
makes a very fine cold storage plant.
Here they put up preserves, can their
fruit, etc., besides making cider and
vinegar, furnishing water power from
a stream in the cave, etc.

They have a fine saw mill and have
been sawing logs for the farmers round
about on shares, thus getting a good
supply of lumber for their needs at a
vominal price. They also raise a large
number of vegetables of all sorts and
descriptions, and likewise the various
cereals and potatoes, although on the
latter thelr crop this year was not very
satisfactory. They have a number of
head of cattle, which supplies them
with milk and butter, ten or twelve
horses and a large number of hogs and
chickens.

The colony has only been in opera-
tion for about two years, and during
that time the progress has been largely
along material lines. The colonists,
however, do not propose to stop there,
but are providing the very best kind
of education for children, of whom
there are a large number in the colony.
Not only are the children taught the
ordinary common school course, but
they are also instructed in the higher
mathematics, geology and botany,
drawing and painting, modcling in
clay and other Keramic arts, Industrial
and manual training is also given. A
potter’s wheel has been put up and the
children are being taught how to make
pottery. Fine and suitable clay has
‘been discovered, and in the spring it is
proposid to mlnunctnru teautltnl art

' quainted with, though he was neither | tiles.
‘ sherlﬂ nor under sheriff, Right down

: umpnnry m:l. but now they are
a8 | bullding large and commodious houses
{upon & uble land where' the cc

The houses that were put up tor the

|tul, and looking forward to the future

on them, far superior to any houses oc-
cupied by a similar class of people in
that part ‘of the 'state. Several of the
houses are up and boarded in. Consid-
erable building is going on, and it is
now of a permanent, substantial char-
acter. This was shown in the seed
and tool house, which is of wood, and
bullt in a very substantial nianner,

A great change has taken place in
the colony since its inception. In the
beginning everything had to be paid
for by the colonists, and affairs were
conducted on & purely capitalistic ba-
sis,

Now the schooling and the school
books are free. The school room is
fitted up with the latest and best kind
of desgks, chairs and other school furni-
tture, and a number of these are cre-
ated up in a corner ready to be opened
when the time comes and more room
can be provided for the scholars. Six
or seven teachers are employed from
the kindergarten up to the higher
grades.

‘The washing is all done free, and
the laundry has been fitted up with the
latest and most improved machinery,
which cost about $500, This machinery
includes large rotary washers and a
number of other large machines the
uses of which were unknown to and
not ascertained by the writer.

The work of the women in the di-
rection of housekeeping has also been
lightened by removing the necessity
of each one preparing individual meals.

The large public dining room does
away with all this, and the housekeep-
er is spared much of the ordinary wo-
man's drudgery. It is not, however,
compulsory to eat away from home in
the public dining room.

Splitting up kindlings is also <done
away with, as the wood is furnished
free and delivered free at the house,
It is only used in the heaters or stoves,
which are necessary in the cool winter
evenings. Doctors’ attendance and
medicine are also furnished free.

The amount that is assigned for
maintenance seems ridiculously small,
but it is all done on a large scale and
can be done much cheaper. The fare
is steadily improving from what it was
in the beginning.

As soon as the debt -on the land,
about $3,000, is paid off the conditions
of life in the colony will be much bet-
ter than it has been heretofore. For-
merly they were obliged to buy nearly
everytthing; now they are raising
nearly everything for their own use,
and the only element that they cannot
raise at present or provide for them-
selves i8 that of clothing, which they
have to get outside. However, this is
a country communjty- where the ques-
tion of 'dress does not cut as much fig-
ure as it does in the city.

While it costs a person $500 to be-
come a member of thig association, yet
he is much better off than he would be

in the city where in two years he wouldl

have pald out this amount of moncy
and had nothing to show for it. The
two years which have passed since the
colony was established have been years
of toil and struggle, storm and stress.
Yet the result has been such that the
members of the present time look for-
ward to'the future with confidence.
There is a steadfast determination to
succeed, and although having a ten-
dency to be prejudiced against them,
before I went there, I feel certain that
they will meet with success,

Much of the trouble and disagree-
ment that existed in the beginning has
been obviated by the use of the initia-
tive and referendum. Provision is also
made for those who are found accept-
able to become members by worklng
out the $500 entrance fee.

The labor exchange check is used
and a very clever financial system is
in operation, which obviates the neces-
gity for a dependence upon the use of
money. The paper, “The Coming Na-
tion,” brings in not only a constant
supply of cash (which is necessary in
dealing with the outside world)
through subscriptions; but also by ad- | w;
vertiging the various products made by
the association.

A description of the workings of the
colony can only be a brief and cur-
sory one, I cannot go into the details
as I hope to do in some future article,
but I have endeavored to give, as best
I can, the impression made on me and
the facts so far as I was able to obtain
them.

‘While some dissatisfaction has exist-
ed and certain charges have been made
which I do not care to go into, yet it is
only natural there should be such dis-
satisfaction when such a small num-
ber of people are thrown so intimately
together as has been the case in this
particular instance, Differences of opin-
ion may exist as to methods, but the
results tell the story. ' !

‘While Ruskin is not a purely soclal-
istic colony, since it is based upon the
joint stock idea, yet the members are
Socialists and endeavoring to make the
colony as much a Socialist colony u
they can.

It is a very good object leuon. Its
fallure would not mean that a Socialist
colony had failed. Socialist colonies
and soclalism should not be judged by
the success or failure of the Ruskin
colony. Without any eriticism upon
those who founded the colony, it Is
only exact to say that the present col-
ony has its limitations through the
manner in whlch the colony was nm

T found thc ‘people happy and cheer-

with confidence. They were in
the security and hnppM' m

the various kinds of nuts that a.bound
in this region.

I was much impressed with the idyl-

lic beauty of the surroundings and
scenery, and while the dress and ap-
pearance of the people were. not as
neat and clean as I would have liked
to have geen, yet these minor defects
will be soon remedied after the first
flerce struggle for material existence is
over. There is an element of art and
beauty in the colony which is bound
to make itself felt, and sooner or later
the people and their surroundings will
respond to this influence.

I Lave tried to be fair and impartial
in describing the facts and tha sur-
roundings, and in so doing I have tak-
en into account the summing up of the
two sides of the story and the investi-
gation which I made. In closing, I can
but say that if the people of Ruskin
will continue for three years more and
will make as much progress as they
have in the two short years now past,
they will accomplish much. The old
Qaying, “Rome was not built il day,”
ghould read nowadays, “Ruskin was
not built in a day,” and if the people
will bear this in mind and work stead-
fastly on the result will be inevitable
success.

The people of Ruskin are In a far
superior condition now to what they
would be in a large city, and in a few
short years they will be immeasurably
s0. All that is needed is confidence in
their leaders and steadfastness of pur-
pose, CYRUS FIELD WILLIARD.,

Our Liberty Sold. °

Over the grave of each martyred old hero,

Who gave up his life there that we
might be free,

Drop ten.rs or ahnmo in the knowledge

Crlnmng nkc sla\es to the powers that

Crlnglng like slaves to monopoly’s power,
Power backed up by the plutocrat's

gold;
Downward we go with each miserable

our,
Hugging the shame of our liberties sold,
—Qur Republic.

From Our Exchanges.

It is all very well for the press and
others to fling gibes at Mr, Debs upon
the score of his extensive co-operative
colonization scheme. Let that plan
seem as chimerical as it may, we have

yet to hear of any of-his conservative’

critics coming forth with a better
plan, Something must be done for the
millions of men who in this country
are tramping the roads in search of
work. Mr. Debs is one of thoge who
appreciate the magnitude of the crisis
and are trylngrto do something about
it.—Chicago Commons.

Under Socialism self-promotion will
sink into the rear and every man and
woman will desire to see each do his
best. Each will feel honored by the
success of the other; envy, jealousy,
pride will find no sofl in socialisti¢
ground. The personality and pride of
the human will be replaced by the im-
personality of the divine, and we shall
rejoice in another's gifts equally with
our own.—Canadian Searchlight.

The only way to realize Socialism
is to get political control of a state.
If Debs can induce 100,000 believers in
the public ownership of the means of
production and distribution to settle
down in a state—say Washington, for
example—~-it is clear that in a very few
yvears they would not only have polit-
ical control, but they could have a new
constitution that would not interfere
with the application of the underlying
principles of Socialism—conditions
that must precede the co-operative
commonwealth, — Kansan, Pittsburg,
Kan.

No, the government could not ap-
propriate money to give people em-
ployment on good roads, public im-
provements, etc.,, but it can appro-
priate money (o send three men to
BEurope to make believe the admin-
istration wants bimetallism, when it

was elected to prevent it. The differ-
ence for the use of the money is that
under the present use it is squandered,
and if it were given to furnish em-
ployment it would do some good. The
unemployed have no rights—Noncon-
formist.

‘Reports from Chicago are to the ef-
fect that the efforts to discredit and
disrupt the soclal Democracy have
utterly failed, and that the outlook
never was better than at present.—
Duluth Labor World.

We are glad to hail the *“Social
Democrat,” the organ of the Social
Democracy. Everyone should read
it. 'Weekly, $1 per year, Chicago, Ill.
—Social Economist.

The Chicago street railway men
who turned ‘out last winter to influ-
ence the city council into refusing a
reduction to 4-cent fares on street
rallroads are now being turned out
because they object'to a proposed re-
duction in their wages. They are,
however, trying to organize a strike
in which they will look to the pub-
lic, ngainst whose interest they

worked last winter, to aild them with |

sympathy.—Milwaukee Advance.

‘Immigration Commissioner Terence
V. Powderly, with the zeal of the
apostate, continues to look out for the
welfare of the exploiter by refusing
to admit into this country any emi-
grant suspected of being a Soclalist.
He has deported two or three good
men  this wnk. and is preparing to

~—Twentieth Century.

: PUGKERBUSH ALLIANCE

“Puckerbrush, 0., Last Saturday.
Mr. Debs and All the Kestiof You:

Ag sure as the Lord made little ap-
ples, we are going to have some more
Socialists In this neck of ‘the country.

‘When the president called the last

meeting to order he said: *“I won't
have no more of this foolin’. We will
now diskuss the free sixteen to one
silver question and the great krime
of '73."

Harry Tompkins got up and sald
the talk about the land question at
the last meetin’ shud not stop, for such
ideas as that no person had no rite to
a title to land wus against all law
and good government, and- that we
auter set down on it good and hard.
- “Them's my sentiments,” says Mr.
Gard, the preacher. *“Such ideas is
calculated to stir up discontent among
the people, and we don't want that
now, just as times is lookin’ up and
prosperity about to spread over the
land.” b )

“Grease us twice!” says I “They're
lookin’ up because they is on their
back. I wus over to the county seat
last week, and I herd one of the
township trustees talking. He said
that four years ago they had $5,000
in the poor fund, but it wus all gone,
and that they had to overdraw their
funds, and he didn’t know what they
wud do this winter. They were fur-
nishing a large number of families
with from $1 to $2 worth of goods a
week, and since things had gone up
it did not go very far, Yes, times is
lookin’' up—for some people—but they
are lookin’ down for a bigger crowd.

When a feller looks at the situation
and down to the causes, and finds
how unnecessary is is, it makes me so
mad I have to cuss; but Nancy
(that's my wife) has made me get up
a revised edition of-cuss words, which
she says do just’ as much good and
don't sound so bad.

Miss Smart, the school .teacher, got
up and said: “Thinking that what
was sald at our last meetin’ on the
question of the private ownership of
land would cause some such remarks
as have been made this evening, as
regards law, I am going to read from
Blackstone's “Commentaries on the
English Law.” Now listen: ‘Pleased
as we are with the possession (of
land), we seem to be afraid to look
back to‘the means by which it was
acquired, as if fearful of some defect
in our title. * * * We think
it enough that our title is derived by
the grant of the former proprietor, by
the descent from our ancestors, or by
the Jast will and testament of the dy-
ing owner, not caring to reflect that,
accurately speaking, there is no foun-
dation in nature or natural law why
a set of words upon a piece of parch-
ment should convey the domain of
land; why the son should have a right
to exclude his fellow creatures from

‘la determinate part of ground because

his father had done so before him, or
why the occupier of a particular
field, when lying upon his death bed
and no longer able to maintain pos-
gession, should be entitled to tell the
rest of the world which of them
should enjoy it after him.

“My friends, what do you think of
that, coming from the source it does?
I might read you from Herbert Spen-
cer on the same subject, but I think
we have said enough to get you to do
some serious thinking.

“As more people will each year be
forced into wage slavery, the moral
wrong of private ownership of mother
earth will become an accepted fact,
just as wus the question of chattel
slavery, which wus upheld by the
church and law, until disturbers like
Garrison and Wendell Phillips devel-
oped the idea of its moral wrong.
These men and their associates are
venerated as heroes, but don’t forget
that the so-called best element of Bos-
ton society mobbed them for talking
‘dangerous ideas.”

Abe Wilkins got the floor next and
said: “You all know I have been a
republikan with a big R, but I have
felt for a long time that there must
be a radical change made somewhere
or this country would go to the devil;
and since I have herd the diskussions
at the last few meetin’s of the Puck-
erbrush Alliance, and the arguments
among the people which have fol-
lowed, I begin to see what is really
the matter. I could never see any-
thing in the silver question, with all
I have read on it. It means no real
good to the wealth producers, and ex-
perience has been teaching me - that
protection is all in the word, and
that it is a skin game on the work-
ers, but I find an appeal to reason and
common sense in the claims of these
Socialists; and while I cannot see the
end, I am ready to make open con-
fession that, as far as I have gone in
the study of the facts and theory, I'm
a Soclalist.”

“Builly for you!"” says I

He went on to say: *“My attention
wus first called to the wrong of our
land system by an article printed in
the Chicago Weekly Inter Ocean of
September 17, 1895, describing a dbig
ranch in Texas, owned by a woman,
consisting of about 1,250,000 acres, or
nearly 2,000 square miles—almost as
big as the state of Delaware.

“I cut the article out, and will read
the following from it ‘about the
woman's husband: ‘Few men in, this
world have ever been hated and
feared as was capuin King. He was
a character typical of Texas life
twenty years ago. :mnloyln: the la-

debt to bim, and eventually the lands
came tc him. In this manner the gi-
gantic estate was largely built up.
Other white men: who took up
holdings in the region were shut in
with barbed wire fences by the great
proprietor. They found themselves in-
closed as in & mouse trap; they could
not drive out cattle, and so sold thelr
property to Captain King, "

I wus going to get in another shot
or two, but the president said he'd be
darned if he wouldn't resign if the
members did not quit this foolish-
ness and diskuss the great krime of
'78, and declared the meetin’ adjurned.
Seems like we are gettin’ the best of
‘em, eh? I'll try to keep you pocted
Yours to the end," ;

JONAS HARRISON.

Watchman, What of the Night?

(By Frank A. Myers.)

No government is perfect and sta-
tionary. All efforts to change—which
is the very law of God himself—or to
reconstruct or improve methods and
manners of men and government are
called by the loissez faire the clogging
barnacles on the ‘wheels of progress,
the very worst epithets their self-sat-
isfled intellects can invent, There “is
no such thing as standing still. The
drift in the current of the river w
sweep one down, if he tries, Only dried
up rivers never run,

Governments, like men, grow, bide
their time, and die. When govern-
ments, in these days of arbitration,
commissions and conventions, put off
the ‘“old man” for the new, its final
gasps need not necessarily be violent
and scenic. -

Those who would stay the law of
change and stand in the way and block
progress—moved to such action by sel- '
fish desires—will be get aside with re-
sistance a little superior to the resist-
ance they offer., They are out of the
natural order of things when they
stand in the way in the hope of main~ . ol
taining the old decaying order of so-
clety for their own good, and fo the
detriment of the great moving masses
of progressive humanity. The old
should decay and fall as silently as the
autumn leaves.

Violence argues a wrong. All dis-
covered errors are as sure to pass
away as man himself.

In this enlightened day of printing
presses revolutions, silent or manifest,
bring about a better state of things
than the old, removed order,

The American revolution of our fore-
bears was one of the greatest blessings
that ever fell to the lot of humanity. Its
essence and principles have permeated
the globe, and by a slow growth modi-
fied the governments and temper of
rulers and peoples to a higher order of
things.

History has more to do with the
masses today and less with potentates
and men in high places. The leaven
of the great principle, that all power
originates from the people and for the
people, is working good to men, In
the eye of optimism all tendencies and
impulses are upward and forward.

The changes going on in economical
sentiment cannot be staid or forbid by
the recorded sentiments and opinions
of the old-school economists, whose
works are little more than landmarks 2
of the past. By whatever name these
new movements among the masses, the
real princes*of the earth, may be call-
ed adds nothing nor takes away noth-
ing from the merit or demerit of such
movements. They are going on and
will go on as sure as human intellect
i3 active or men are dissatisfied with
the old, which is found to be unworthy
and insufficient and incompetent to the
real needs of men,

The American revolution, for one
grand thing, established the right of
individual opinion, independent of the
dictates of any one else. As far as we
know the right of belief has been dele-
gated to no order or combination of
men, and one now may believe what he
pleases, answerable only for himself.,
No one or delegation of men has an ab-
solute corner on truth or error, and no
one can claim.perfection.

The stages of progress whlch we
reach in our day will be cast off again
for better things, just as we are now.
casting off the worn-out things and
sentiments of the past. The old serves
its day and generation and dies. The
new arises, phoenix-like, out' of the
ashes of the dead. That of the old
which has been proved good and true
will survive as a part of the new, the
rest will pass into a mere memory.

Socfalism, to the fair and honest-
minded, don’t mean what its fossil en-
emies put in it. If it means anything,
it means the quivering, animated top
of the coral, and not the dead, hardened
body below the surface of the water. It
means progress; it means an effort to
better men; it means the defense of
the right to possess all a man creates
by his own effort.

It has been taught to denne itself,
and it has become more assertive.
Many, both of talent and reputation,
have aligned themselves with it now,
and the movement goes ‘bravely on.
It is not pessimism here to say a newer
and -better thing will some day be
builded out of it, just as it is building
up on the decay of the old, ‘We are in
this present sweep of progress, and'let
us g
“Act, act in the living present!

Heart within, and God o'erhead!”

Those who come after us will have
enough to do to advance the sweep of Al
progress in which they find themselves. i
We can’t hold our breath waiting for
the future, We are in the battle today,
not tomorrow, and let us say, like John
Stark at Bennington—*“We beat them
today, or Molly Stark's a Widow.”
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A Sample of Intolerance.

To  the REditor:—The miners of
Spring Valley receatly sent James
, Beattie to Michigan to solicit aid for
themselves and thelr starving fami-
les. At Grand Rapids Mr. Beattie
‘was very successful the people of that
city contributing gquite liberally to the
relief of the miners. .
‘While out one morning taking up
the donations of the wholesale mer-
chants of Grand Rapids, which had
previously been subscribed, he cafied
upon the firm of Olney & Judson,
wholesale grocers, He asked if he
might see the principal of the estab-
lishment, when Mr. Judson, who was
standing near by, was pointed out to
bhim. He approached that gentleman
and the following dialogue ensued:
Beattie: ‘““Mr. Judson, I have come
to receive the donation which your
firm has subscribed for the relief of
the coal miners of Spring Valley, Illi-
nois.”

Judson: ‘“Are you a coal miner?”
B.—'Yes, sir."”
Judson: “What is your name?”

~—"“My name is James Beattie."

J—“Wh¥y don't you fellows go to
work and be good men and do the
best you can?”

B.—"“Sir, the reason we don't go to
work is because we can’t live upon the
wages ‘our employers are offering us.”

J—“Well, why don't you.go to work
on a farm?"

~—“There are quite as many people
following that occupation now as can
find employment at it.,"

“Well, then,” said Judson, cynical-
1y, “Why don't you go to work on the
railroad; you might work yourself up
to be a railroad president?”

—~—“Yo ¥now as well as I do, Mr.
Judson, that it requires a man with
superior intelligence to become a rail-
road president. 1 could never become
a railroad president even if I had the
intelligence, as I lack experience in
railway matters. Besides, I have
mined coal for twenty-five years, all
the years of my life, I may say, and

_that has unfitted me for any other
calling.”
J~—“Don’t you know that I have

worked ten hard days to your one?”

*“I don't think so0,” sald Beattie,
somewhat hotly. :

“Oh, you don't need to get mad
about it,” said Judson, “for I have the
giving of this donauon or I can keep
it

Beattie replied that he had that
rlzhr and lhat he could please himself
abnul: it.

Judson—“If you fellows will be led
by such men as E. V. Debs and Mike
Ratchford you will all be downed. 1
hate those fellows, especially Debs.
‘What is your opinion of Debs?"

Beattie—“Since you have asked me
I don't mind telling you that I regard
‘Mr. Debs as a gentleman, a friend of
the poor and lowly, and if there is a

patriot on this American soil he is
surely one,” $
This seemed to anger Mr, Judson

very greatly, for he grabbed the sub-
scription list from Mr. Beattie’s hand
and dashed his pen through the line
bearing his firm's name and their do-
nation, and said: “If you believe in
Debs, then I sciatch my name off the
list.”

Mr. Beattie faced him then and said:
“Mr. Judson, if you had the power to
scratch all the other names off the
list it would not alter my opinion in
the least. Moreover, I have a very
spoor opinion of a man of intelligence
and education, like yourself, who
would refuse to give aid to thousands
of people In distress simply because
he could not agree with an opinlon
held by one of their number. Good
day, sir.,” With this parting shot Beat-
tie left the store. Yours in the cause
of justice,

KNOX ALEXANDER, SR.,
Spring Valley, Il

What Creatés Poverty.

Archbishop Ireland says:
“The great cause of scelal erime is
. drink. The great cause of poverty is

drink. When 1 hear of a family brok-
en up, and ask the cause—drink. If
I go to the gallows and ask its victim
the cause, the answer—drink. Then
I ask mysell in perfect wonderment,
why do net men put a stop to this
thing?”

This is mere rot, and no one knows
it better than Archbishop Ireland.

Ireland is a thorough plutocrat, and
has for years stood cheek by jowl with
Jim Hill, Knute Nelson and other great
plunderers of the northwest; there has
not been a dirty job perpetrated in
that part of the country for years in
which he has 'not participated.

Ireland knew what he was talking
about when he gave utterance to the
above quoted words; he was merely
uttering a platitude to still the con-

sclence-of the plutocrats, whose cus-

. tom it always is to ascribe the exist-

* ence of poverty and crime 'to falsé!

Drink has always come in for

a good share of this sort of work, the

ject being to divert the attention of
the pieople from the true cause of their
‘and keep them bound in the
£ of slavery.

Ninety per cent of all crlmu are
1 by poverty or the fear of it;

\ ertar is greatest there crimes

'yotunitadmenotemntw'm
’botomhdlntuwdm :

land should try to remove poverty,
but this is apparently the farthest
thing from his thought,

A report from the chief of police of
New York city says that there are
70,000 outcast women in his jurisdie-
tion. Ireland would have us believe
that these poor creatures were made
outcasts by drink.

‘What nonsense! The great cause of
their miserable condition is poverty.

A few years ago some philanthropic
people of New York petitioned the
state legislature for laws in the inter-
@st of working women, and in their pe-
tition they showed that 100,000 women
and girls in the city of New York were
working for less than 60 cents a day,
and more than one-half of this num-
ber were receiving less than 40 cents
a day.

The legislative committee which in-
vestigated the labor problem in New
York reported that thousands of young
girls worked in the sweat-shops from
12 to 18 hours a day, receiving there-
for from 20 to 30 cents. These reports

| are official, and can be had by any one

who cares to investigate the subject..

The 70,000 prostitutes of New York
city were recruited from the sweat-
shops and the many other places where
women and girls have to work for less
than it takes to keep a rich woman’'s
poodle dog. Drink had nqo more to do
with their downfall than had the pilot
of the airship; and what is true of New
York is true in somewhat less degree of
all cities in the country.

The man who has been out of work
for months and sees no prospect of ob-
taining means of livelihood becomes
despondent and takes to drink as nat-
urally as a duck takes to water. It is
not drink that keeps him out of a job,
but it is being out of a job that makes
him drink.

The man who, day after day, sees hls
wife and children half-starved and less
than half-clothed, sooner or later will
either take to drink or commit sui-
cide.

It is well known that men can get

whisky when they cannot get bread.
Any whisky seller will give & man a
drink of whisky, sometimes several of
them, but will those who sell bread
always give a loaf to the hungry?
. The greater part of our murders are
committed for money, directly or in-
directly. Poverty, or the fear of pov-
erty, is the inspiration. What we call
the love of mouey is nine times out
of ten the fear of poverty. Poverty is
the mother of ignorance, and where ig-
norance abounds crimes are numerous.
Where one family is broken up by
drink ten are broken up by poverty.

I am not pleading for the whisky-
seller, but for the poor. Ameliorate
the condition of the poor and the whis-
ky traffie will be very materlally de-~
creased,

I am not condemmning all those who
are fighting the drink evil, but only
those who, like Ireland, understand the
situation and seek to divert the peo-
ple's attention from the real causes of
poverty by setting up false ones,

The real causes of poverty are mo-
nopolies and trusts, private ownership
of public utilities and aggregated
wealth. 3

The present system of government
breeds poverty, as filth breeds disease.
Paupers grow lfp under it like weeds In
a neglected corm field.

Archbishop Ire\} nd knows this, but
fb make millionaires it is necessary to
make paupers, and Nreland’'s sympa-
thies are all with the/millionaires,

It should be the Husiness of those who
wish to better the condition of the
people to show up the methods of the
plutoerats, and teach the masses the
true causes of poverty.

In the Co-Operative Commonwealth
there will be no murders committed
for money; no homes broken up be-
cause of poverty, and no man will be
driven to drink because he lacks the
opportunity to work for his subsistence,
Everyone will have plenty of the neces-
saries of life and many of its luxuries.
Under such conditions crime will be al-
most unknown. H. L. GANT,

. Ogden, Utah,

From Pennsylvania.

Mr. Editor:—The local branches
should take advantage of your gener-
ous offer to advertise time and place
of meeting. The next issue should
have at least a column, and the sooner
an entire page is filled the better.

Fach state requires organizing, and
to do that the branches must get in
touch with each other. A page occu-
pled by such advertisements would im-
press outsiders more than any reading
matter could of the growing Impor-
tance of the Social Democracy.

A brief notice of progress from
branches would help amazingly.
Branch 1 of Pennsylvania i{s working
heroically in this hide bound center of
hypocrisy selfi,shness and capitalism.

Our Sunday services are drawing
earnest men and women to listen to the
gospel of “Good Will on Earth.”
business aneetings on Tuesday even-
ings are increasing in interest. :

We commence a series of open air
meetings next Saturday evening out-
side the public bulldings of the city,
under the shadow of the Penn statue.
We are working in perfect harmony
with the other branch recently formed
in the southern part of the city.
central committee for work!

Our

If Men Were Wise.

at might be done if men were wise—
W%hb‘:o mxlodoul deeds, my suffering

IVz«mm they nnlte.
And cease thelr mrnﬂf one motber?

ggrmlon'l heart mi‘ht be imbued
ith kumu drops of loving kindness,
owledge pour

Light on the eyes of mental blln‘aneu.

All slavery, warfare, les and wro xn
All vice and wrong might dle together;
* And wine and corn :
‘0 each man born,
Be free as warmth in summer weather.

The meanest wretch that ever trod,
The deepest sunk in gullt and sorrow,
ht stand erect
In self respect,
And share the teeming world tomorrow.

What might be done? This might be

one,
And more than this, my suffering broth-
er—
More than the tongue
E’er said or sung,
If men were wise and lmed each other.
~—Charles Mackay.

Facts and Figures.

Thinking that the following facts
and figures might be of interest to
your readers, as well as of being a
means of opening the eyes of the peo-
ple, as far as possible, to the erimi-
nal folly of competition in.production
and exchange, I conceived the idea of
arranging the subjoined statistics in
such a manner as to form an unchal-
lengeable indictment against the pres-
ent order of society,

If it is true, and I believe it is, that
“the tree is known by its fruits,” what
sort of tree must that be upon whose
spreading branches hang “rotten ripe”
the following fruit? Of the people of
the United States 180,000 are insane,
owing—as the congress of physicians
recently declared—to the growing hard.
ship of making a living.

Of our people 83,000 are in jail; 184,-
900 are in the almshouses; the ratio to
the population being, respectively, in-
sane, one out of every 378; in jall, one
out of every 757; and recipients of pub-
lic charity, one out of every 433 (cen-
sus 1890). The annual death roll
amounts to 800,000 persons, of which
500,000 are children under five years,
trustworthy physicians declaring that
the high death rate among the chil-
dren is due principally to the lack of
proper nourishment, clothing, shelter,
ete.

In the teeth of this evidence the
United States never tires of boasting
that it exports to various foreign coun-
tries annually $630,000,000 worth of
farm products and $982,000,000 worth
of other staple necessarries, for the
need of which tens of thousands of the
“free American sovereigns” are yearly
starving, suiciding, becoming insane,
and being jailed.

In order to reach home-consumers
for the amount of products not sent
out of the country 25,000 commercial
travelers are employed, to the end of
defeating each other's purpose at an
annual expense (loss) of over $382,-
000,000. To this it has been estimated
by Mulhall that wealthy Americans
traveling abroad—“doing Yurrup” as
the profane hath it—spend annually
over $150,000,000,

MILLIONS OF PAUPERS.

Some other matters to be proud of
are that while Great Britain has over
300 to the square mile, the United
States has less than 20; yet millions
of our people are homeless, and are
compelled to adopt extreme measures
in order to exist, as illustrated by the
following: We have 18,000,000 children
of school age, yet less than 14,000,000
are going to school, the remaining 4,-
000,000 being obliged to go to work in
order to help earn a living for them-
selves and the parents of whom they
are the unfortunate progeny. And
amidst this disgraceful poverty, which
not only destroys the physical, but also
the moral and mental basis of life, the
United States patent office isspes a vast
number of labor-saving machinery pat-
ents annuaily, thus enabling, for in-
stance, 4,500,000 American farmers to
produce in a given time as much as
32,000,000 European farmers,

Yet notwithstanding all this, owing
to the insane methods of production
and distribution, those same American
farmers out of an average annual pro-
duct of $3,800,000,000 only pay their
farm laborers $502,500,000 annually,
while the manufactures, by aid
of similar inventions, are made to
amount to $9,000,000,000, the wage-
earners, 4,250,000 in number, crouch at
the foot of this mountain of their pro-
duction with a beggarly wage of $2,-
000,000,000, Could Bedlam do worse?
I gravely doubt it,

I contend that if the doors of the
asylums for the insane were thrown
open and their inmates allowed to
take full charge of our affairs of state,
they would hardly, as we do, kcep on
paying to the insurance companies
$109,000,000 in profits annualiy upon
our sinful and worthless lives $402,-
900,000 in profits upon stock (two-thirds
watered) to the rallroad companies of
the United States and $8,500,000 to the
telegraph - companies (stock ditto),
while Uncle Sam himself, with a model
institution to pattern after, pays but
sixty-seven millions of dollars to run,
the whole postal system of the country, | I
comprising 67,119 offices, which never
fail, But, on the contrary, private en-
terprise, as a “horrible example,” from
the standpoint of “competition is the
life of trade,” foots up an ever-increas-
ing death rate of fifteen thousand fail-
ures per year in ondertokeenouttho
ever-increasing poverty, crime, mgnary
disease and lmmonnty »mduced

Al we
work!!| T
‘work!!! in this hollest cause that ever |

Now fetch out your madmen, and for
every one you produce I will furnish
several hundred “free American sover-
eigns,” unstralght-jacketed, but plumb
crazy just the same.—Alfred J. Oliver
in The New Charter.

From a Business Point of View.

‘When you see a lot of people doing
a lot of work in a disorderly, discon-
nected, wasteful manner, is that busi-
ness-like? i

When you undertake to arrange mat-
ters so that those people shall do that
work in an orderly, connected, eco-
nomical manner, i{s that unbusiness-
like?

Is it any less businesslike to arrange
the work of two partners than to ar-
range the work of a railroad com-
pany?

Does the number of workers or the
extent of the interests involved affect
the business management of any con-
cern save to make such business man-
agement more essential in proportion
to the size?

Now, without any faintest reference
to “the proletariat,” to’ “the rights of
labor,” to the sufferings of the ‘““‘work-
ing classes,” or any injustice or wrong
whatever; the question which lies be-
foresthe people of America is a busi-
ness question, Are our business affairs
well managed?

Do we do our work in the most or-
derly, connected and economic man-
ner? and, if not—it is very plain that
we do not—is there no way of doing it
better without raising any question of
ethies, without making any call on the
sympathies, without requiring any
more sense than is used in the raising
of race horses; in the keeping of
bees; do we get the most “speed,” the
most honey out of our stock?"

lAre-not the “by-products” of society,
in defectives, criminals, paupers, etc,,
excessive?

Is there any need of so large a per-
centage of waste?

Is not the quality of the output de-
teriorated by the deterloration of the
stock—poor people making poor goods?

Be as individualistic as you please,
are you, as an individual, satisfled
with your share of the production and
consumption of our nation?

Do you produce what you want to
and as you want to? Do you consume
what you want to, and as you want 16?7

Now a very small minority of Amer-
fcans can answer yes.

A very large majority can answer
no. A ;

The majority
heard.

Very well, if the majority of a peo-
ple are dissatisfied with the way their
affairs .are managed, why, in the name
of business sense, do they not manage
them_ better?>—Charlotte Perkins Stét-
son in the American Fabian.

has a right to be

We Are All Growing Rich.

Carroll D. Wright, the commission-
er of labor, contributes an article to
the September issue of the Atlantic
that gives joy to those who believe in
low wages and horrible conditions. Mr.
Wright is something of an aristocrat,
an able statistician and a scholarly
official, but even Mr. Wright's excel-
lence as a gentleman will not permit
us to swallow some of the statements
which he makes.

The assertion is made that “the rich
are growing richer, many more people
than formerly are growing rich and
the poor are growing better off.” It
is difficult to try to believe that Mr.
Wright's, deductions are honest; yet
one cannot imagine that he would
make a statement that he did not be-
lieve correct.

Statistics can be mnde to say any-
thing, and according to Mr. Wright
they speak as follows:

“We find that in 1850 the average
annual earnings of each employe en-
gaged in manufacturing and mechan-
ical pursuits, including men, women
and children, in round numbers were
$247; in 1860, $289; in 1870, $302; 1880,
$347, and in 1890, $445. Here is a
steady, positive increase in the aver-
age annual earnings of the employes
in our great industrial pursuits.”

In considering the above it should
be remembered that 1890 -was an ex-
ceptionally good year for * working-
men's wages, but that they averaged
nearly $1.50 per day for 300 days in
the year is difficult to believe, unless
Mr. Wright includes the salaries of
bank, railway and corporation presi-
dents and officials, and excludes the
wages of the sweaters' victims—the
children and the needlewomen.

‘We: cannot understand how Mr.
Wright believes it possible to make
observing and intelligent men and wo-
men swallow the statement that “the
poor are growing better off, when-it
is conclusively demonstrated that the
number of inmates of pauper institu-
tions is on the increase, and the same
can be said about our penal institu-
tions.

The only poor who have grown bet-
ter off are the men who have Yormed
geod organ!uuons to protect their
trade interests, the condition of most
of the others have become almost uun-
hearable.—International Woodworker,

‘Barbour's Thread Slaves.

There are women in the flax mills
of Paterson, N. J., who work ten hours
a day ankle deep in dirty water, and
breathe an atmosphefe like that of a
Turkish bath. They recelve $5.70 a
week. There are other women in these
same mills who work 10 hours a day,

i at Severy breath take into their |-

COLONIZATION DEPARTMENT

CYRUS FIELD WILLARD, SECRETARY
[Note.~The editor is not responsible for thé opinions of correspondents.]

A Ralilroad.
(From Nashville Journal of Labor.)

The colonization committee of the
Social Democracy of America having
received an offer of lands in this state
for colonization purposes have made
tpe following proposition to the city
council of Nashville to complete the
Nashville and Knoxville road to the
Cincinnati Southern. The proposition,
while the most favorable one made for
Nashville, will, in our opinion, be re-
jected, for the reason that capitalistic
anarchy will unitedly oppose it.

The proposition as it will be sub-
mitted to the mayor and city council is
as follows:

“To the Mayor and City Councll of
Nashvflle—Gentlemen: I am author-

ized to submit to you, the servants oI

the people, the following proposition
by Eugene V. Debs, for and in behalf of
the Social Democracy of America,
namely:

“That the said Social Democracy, for
a consideration hereinafter named, will
build and turn over to the city of
Nashville a railroad from Nashville to
Lebanon, there to connect with the
Nashville and Knoxville railroad, and
from the other end of said Nashville
and Knoxville railroad at Monterey to
the connection with the Cincinnati
Southern railroad, which is now own-
ed by the ¢ity of Cincinnati, as we pro-
pose that this road shall be owned by
the city of Nashville.

“We propose practically whnt is
known as the Crawford plan, only in-
stead of asking the city to give us
$300,000 cash, as a virtual gift, for
which the city may or may not receive
some subjective advantages, we pro-
pose to bulld the road and make it over
to the city in fee simple, so that the
city shall own the road for its own use
and behalf forever, and shall thus have
something to show for its money.

“We propose that the city shall issue
$300,000 in bonds in two series, one for
$100,000 to run for twenty years at 6
per cent, interest, and the other $200,-
000 to be issued in small denomina-
tions, say $5 and $10 each, and to run
ten years at § per cent. interest.

“As there are seventy-five miles to
build, we propose that as fast as one-
tenth of the road is completed one-
tenth of the bonds- be turned over to
the Social Democracy of America, or
to some trustee designated by it. That
is, when seven and one-half miles of
railroad are completed the city shall
turn over $30,000 in bonds, in propor-
tion of $10,000 long term and $20,-
000 short term. .

“We also make the proposition that
in return for turning the road over to
the city that the city shall pay the So-
cial Democracy of America for the term

1of twenty years 10 per cent. of the

gross earnings of the road. We will
guarantee the construction and com-
pletion of the road in such manner as
may be agreed upon by a joint com-
mittee representing the council and
the Social Democracy with power to
add an arbitrator by depositing such
guarantee as may be determined upon
in a suitable trust company, to be se-
lected by the city, as soon as the city
authorities shall have deposited the
total amount of said bonds in said trust
company, who shall issue the bonds to
the Social Democracy in accordance
with the proposition of completing the
seven and one-half mile sections.

“As soon as the exposition is over
Nashville will ‘have as many Idle per-
sons proportionately as did Chicago
when its exposition ended. Winter is
coming on and these persons must be
fed and supported, and in some way
they will be, either by public or pri-
vate charity.

“How much wiser to set them to
work in creating something of perma-
nent value and will tend to build up
the commercial interests of this rising
city than it will be to support them by
charity or by doing useless labor,

“The retention of the ownership of
the Cincinnati Southern has given to
Cineinnati a prominence in the mar-
kets of the South which it might not
have had if the road had passed into
alién hands, as are those now controll-
ing the other systems.

“Labor is mot only the®creator of
all wealth, but it is the principal cost
of building a railroad, and the Soclal
Democracy of America, which has in
its ranks a large number of railroad

men, is both able and willing to build/

this road and use the unemployed la-
bor of the South to do it. :

“We address you as the .servants “of
the people, in order that the people
may know what we propose, and in
the coming election representatives to
the city”council pledged to vote for
such a measure may be elected. We
also desire to call the attention of your
body to the bill in the interest of the
Nashville Terminal Railroad company,
now before the council, and passed on
its second reading as a measure that
will deliver the city, tied hand and
foot, into the grasp of a certain mo-
nopoly, against which the citizens are
now complaining. If this bill is pass-
ed it will prevent the city getting the
railroad facilities it so badly needs,
and will prevent that growth of the
city which would ineyitably ensue if
it is allowed to expand.

“In' closing this proposition I will
state that we will file surveys, esti-
otc.. when they are mnmd.

Do So at Once.

The different branches which have
not yet forwarded the $20 asked by the
national executive board for the use of
the Colonization Commission should do
$0 at once.

The Commission desires to start west
at once, and are only waiting for a
suitable amount to be forwarded in or-
der to take the road.

Everything looks favorable, The
needed money. is coming in surely, but
it should come fast enough to permit
the commissioners to get away at
once.

Where there are branches which
have not collected the money and yet
have members who are able to loan
the branch this sum, such a loan should
be made and the members advancing
the sum repaid later,

Winter is coming on and the com-
missioners should do their work before
that time. A suitable site should be ~
at once selected and all arrangements
made to place pioneers at work prepar-
ing the land-for spring planting.

So every effort should be made by
each and every branch to send in the
$20 called by the national executive

-board,

The Tennessee Trip.

Col, Richard J. Hinton, chairman,
and Cyrus Field Williard, secretary of
the commission, have just spent ten
days in Tennessee looking at land in
that state,

It would not be possible nor feasible
at present to give the results of their
trip: Business requires business meth-
ods, and one element of success in bus-
icess is to keep your plans to yourself.
The members will be advised later if
anything definite comes of this trip.

One result is shown in the proposi-
tion ef the Social’ Democracy to build
a railroad. Much agitation and pro-
paganda resulted, and the Nashville
branch secured a goodly number of
new members,

Another probable result is an inde-
pendent candidate for mayor in the
coming municipal election pledged to
the railroad plan and the city owner-
ship of city franchises.

; Exchange Checks.

“Thou art weighed in the balance
and found wanting” is certainly writ-
ten upon the walls of our nation, and
the social, economic and Industrial
systems, rioting within, must read their
doom and submit with whatever grace
they can,

In the Social Democrat of July 1l g
see much to encourage every true re-
former, But there is much yet to be
done, for there are among natural
causes obstacles to be surmounted be-
gldeq opposition from our natural ene-
mies. That we have abundance of
strong arms and willing hands, and
that there is an abundance of natural
resources in our country cannot be de-
nied. But the power to use and the re-
sources to be used are, in most cases,
widely separated,

This is a difficulty not so easily over-
come as may at first be supposed. I
was much interested in the Labor Ex-
change, and wrote its founder, Mr, De
Barnardi, for some of his literature and
gave it a careful, and I think, critical
study. The Labor Exchange plan
(which is substantially Social. Democ-
racy) is excellent, so far as a local
community is concerned, but, as every-
thing needed by a community cannot
be produced in any one lacality, and,
as branches are scattered over the en-
tire country, with no system of inter-
branch exchange of commodities, I re-
jeeted the plan as not meeting the de-
mands of our condition.

The colonization scheme of Mr. Debs
is certainly a step in advance of that of
Mr. De Barnardi, but allow me to sug-
gest, it, too, falls to meet the exigen-
cies of the case entirely; for there are
thousands, yea, I may say there are
millions, in our own coun‘ry whko can-
not be transported to the colony by the
association, and who will be unable to
transport themselves to wherever the
location may be selected. Many of
these are men who have what are here
large, unproductive families, which
would be of great use to a colony in a
new country, co-operating as this is in-
tended to do.

Therefore, these must continue to
suffer, and the cause lose their sup-
port and assistance, unless some means
can be devised by which an inter-
branch exchange of produc!s can be
made,

To this end, I would suggest that a
system of association checks be used,
and that they be (ade good for a unit's
value of labor or products in any and
all branches; thus unifying the inter-
ests of widely separated branches, and
gsecuring an equitable exchange of com-
modities between communities widely
separated.

There are parts of Missouri and Ar-
kansas to which a colony could go, and,
in a large me; e, be self-supporting,
but would have to depend on disposing
of their surplus in the already glutted
markets. Markets glutted, not because
of “over-production,” but because of
under-consumption arising from the

inability of those who would consume

o exchange their labor. for that which
will purchase the commodities they so
much need. But.wlthluchamtnm»

.| of inter-branch exchange as I'have in-




CHICAGO, ILL., THURSDAY OCTOBER 7, 1897.

News of the Movement,

Secretaries will confer a favor by re-
porting proceedings of branch meet-
ings to the editor of The Social Dem-
ocrat,

Director Burns is doing splendid
work in Chicago and vicinity. New
members are being enrolled in the va-
rious Chicago branches at a very grati-
fying rate,

Brother Burns has organized a speak-
ers’ bureaun for the purpose of furnish-
ing speakers to address branch and
other meetings.

Organizer Lloyd is doing good work
in Toledo. Brother Caton of Branch 4
writes that Lloyd is drawing immense
audiences.

Brother Otto Steinhoff of Columbus
Branch (No. 5 of Ohio) paid headquar-
ters a much appreciated visit on Mon-
day last. Brother Steinhoff is an en-
thusiastic worker, and gives us cheer-
ing reports of the movement in Colum-
bus. g

During the past week \ew branches
have been organized at St. Louis, Mo.;
Iris, Colo.; Kansas City, Mo.; Topeka,
Kas.; Winchester, Mass.; Kern City,
Cal., and Sacramento, Cal.

Chairman Debs opens his eastérn
campaign in New York City on Thurs-
day, Oct. 7th, He will hold meetings in
New York on the 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th;
Philadelphia, 11th and 12th, and Potts-
town, Pa., on the 14th. Other meetings
may be arranged from his New York
address, 48 West Seventy-third street.

Comrades Cox and Steadman are do-
ing some very effective speaking in the
Chicago branches. Jesse talks straight
business, and when he opens up his
batteries he sets people thinking.

Treasurer Borland of the Coloniza-
tion Commission will address the
meeting at Branch 10, 221 N. Clark
street, on Thursday evening, Oct. 7.

A meeting under the nuspfccs of
Branch 12 will be held at Sivoria's
hall, corner Forty-third and State, on
Tuesday, Cct. 12, at 8 p. m. Comrade
Borland of the Colonization Commis-
sion will speak. 2

The work of spreading Socialism in
the South is steadily progressing. The
Nashville branch held two meetings,
one public in the open square on Sat-
urday evening, Oct. 2, which was ad-
dressed by Col. Richard J. Hinton, Cy-
rus Field Williard and Mrs. Mary G.
Jones. William Mailly, secretary of

the Nashville branch, presided. As al
result some half-a-dozen new members |
joined and about twenty more are ex-|
pected. This was the first time Social- |
ism was talked out openly in this city |
and it attracted much attention and a|
good crowd. The proposition to build |
a railroad for the city was also dis-|
cussed. Plans have been laid to or—!

ganize in Alabama and other Southern ‘
states, {

Cause of Postal Deficits. |

The official reports show that in
1892-84 the average price for carrying |
malilg was 8 cents a pound for an aver- |
age distance of 448 miles. At the|
same time railroads ' were carrying|
merchandise 2,400 miles, five times as|
far as the average mail carriage, at|
8-10 of a cent per pound. The gov-|
ernment paid fifty times as much as
_the merchandise paid.

The express companies carry milk to
New York for 1-6 of a cent a pound,
distance 396 miles—but the govern-
ment pays 8 cents a pound, besides
paying for the annual rent of the mail
carg more than 200 per cent of their
cost, Expert testimony shows that at
the above named rate on milk the
profit of carrying would be from 100
‘to 150 per. cent. Figure out the profit
on the mail stealage on that basis,
The government pays for rent of the
postal cars $3,500,000 a year—500 of
these carg in use. The cars cofild be
built for $2,000,000, and their average
life is twenty years. Thus the govern-
ment pays $72,000,000 for the use of
property which it could own for $2,-
000,000. On the New York Central the
government pays $8,500 a year for each !
car, and they can be built for $3,500.—
Common Cause.

“Two hours and fiftern minutes
daily work by each able-bodied man,
if systematically applied, would pro-
duce all the food, clothing and shelter
the people need.”—C. A. Wright, U. 8.
Commissioner of Labor,

© Attention!

Soclalists—this means you. Action,
not talk, is the keynote of the hour.

If .you are incearnest prove it; if
not, get out of the way. There is too
much at stake for laggards.

Socialism - Is the conviction that
there is a want of something to pro-
duce universal happiness, and that !t
alone possesses it.

Remember, the colonization fund is
now open. i

Have you subscribed? If not, why
not? Its success is your triumph, its

)| failure your defeat.

The eyes of the world are upon So-
cial Democracy, and its success de-
pends upon you.

Don't wait for the other fellow to do
something, Be man enough to do it
yourself,

The Co-Operative Commonwealth is
the test of the spirit of your convie-
tion,

If you are not with it you are
against us. .

Selfishness is the cause of your
present condition. Don’t add to It
by practicing the evil yourself.

A nickel, a dime, or even a cent,.é‘
welcome. i

Before the great oaks we must
have the little acorns. »

Socialism means also. 'sacrifice. - If
you are unwilling to sacrifice, shul up
and bear your misery.

Talk Social Democracy all you can
for it is the truth,

Every ridicule of the eaemy means a
shaft of your truth,

Don’t wait a day; subscribe now for
the colonization fund.

Don't always be talking of the ava-
rice of your neighbor. Convince him
by your action that he is wrong.

Don't get discouraged by ridicule.
Conviction is impossible where ridi-
cule is,

If you are right, then go ahead, and
last, not least, God helps those who
help themselves.—Murphy O'Hea.

Socialism Defined.

Twentieth Century.

That eminent English socialist, Mr,
H. M. Hyndman, has contributed an
article on "Socialism” to a recent en-
cyclopaedia, and what he has to say
is so valuable and luminous that it is
worthy of general circulation. He be-
gins by defining socialism as a ‘‘con-
scious endeavor to substitute organ-
ized co-operation for existence; or the
system of social organization calculat-
ed to bring this about.” Mr. Hynd-
man admits that his definition is not
as satisfactory as he would like to
make it. It gives an adequate idea
of the practical .nature of the col-
lectivist movement, but it by no means
furnishes a clue to the theoretical ba-
sis of the cause of Socialism. Mod-
ern scientific soclalism, says Mr. Hynd-
man, attempts to furnish a valid ex-
planation of social evolution, to ac-
count satisfactorily for the phenomena
of the social system. Every stage in
the development of private property
as an institution, ‘‘slavery, serfdom,
wagedom,"” must be looked at as the
inevitable phases of our progress to
that universal Socialism which is to
be the next form of society. Hence,
the condition of things in the world
today is simply a mathematical dem-
onstration, or rather a logical one, of
the nearness of socialism or the so-
cialistic system. “The objects which
socialists have in view in their pro-
paganda is that this, the final trans-
formation, should be made conscious-
ly by an organized, educated and in-
telligent people, instead of uncon-
sciously, and therefore tempestuously,
by groups of discontented, embittered
and ignorant workers.” In these viv-
id worls 'Mr. Hyndman sums up the
aim of the great movement of the
nineteenth century with singular fe-
licity. : .

The present unspeakable system of
slavery has well-nigh run its course,
Its doom is sealed on American soil,
It will, it must go, no matter what
steps may be necessary to rout it, no
matter what consequences may proceed
from its overthrow. It lives through
a spirit of tolerance that will not
much longer endure.—San Bernardino
(Cal) Free Press.

Remember you can get the New Time,
the great reform magazine, and the
Social Democrat for only £1.50 per year.
Send orders to this office.’
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“THE UNION FOREVER!”

. THE UNION-MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY

Sweet, Orr & Co.

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP.

If you don’t wear Overalls, you must wear Pants. . -
You should wear Shirts and you should wear Sack Coats.
They are all the Best that can be made.

Our Brand 'is on all.

INSIST upon eur goods.

If your local dealer don’t

: keep them, then write to

SWEET, ORR & CO.

New York City.

Chicago, Ill.

Newburgh, N. Y.
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES
OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRACY ADOPTED
AT CHICAGO, JUNE 21,1897,
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‘We hold that all men are born free, and
are endowed with certain natural rights,
among which are life, liberty and happi-
ness, In the light of experience we find
that while all citizens are equal in theory,
they are not so in fact. While all citizens
have the same rights politically, this po-
litical equality Is useless under the pres-
ent system of economic inequality, which
is essentially destructive of life, liberty
and happiness, In spite of our political
equality labor is rob of the wealth it
produces. By the development of this
system it is denied the means of self-em:
ployment, and by enforced, idleness
thro:gh lack of employment, Is even de-
priv of the necessaries of life.

To the obvious fact that our despotic
system of economics is the direct oppo-
site of our democratic system of politics,
can be plainly traced the existence of a
class that corrupts the government, allen-
ates public property, publi
public functions and h
mightlest of nations, in abject d

Labor, manual and me s ng the
creator of all weunith and all clvilization,
it rightfully fellows that those who per-
form all labor and create all wealth should
enjoy the fruit of their efforts. But this
is rendered impossible by the modern sys-
tem of production. Bince the discovery
and application of steam and e’ectric
powers and the general introduction of
machinery in all branches of industry, the
industrial operations are carried on by
such gigantic means that but few are
now able to possess them, and thus the
producer is separated from his products.

While in former times the individual
worker labored on his own account, with
his own tools, and was the master ef his
products, now dozens, hundreds and thou-
sands of men -work together In shops,
mines. factories, etc., co-operating accord-
ing to the most efficlent division of labor,
but they are not the musters of thelr

roducts. The frults of this co-operative
abor are, in a great measure, nprroprln-
ed by the owners of the means of produc-
tion, to-wit by the owners of machines,
{nl‘xl:ea. land and the means of transpor-
atfon,

This system, by gradually extinguishing
the middle class, necessarily leaves but
two classes. in our country; €
class of workers and the small class of
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“profit"” the only objest in business,

Ignorance and misery, with all concom-
itant evils, are perpetuated by this sys-
tem, which makes human labor a ware to
be bought in the ogen market, and places
no r value on human life.

Sclence and invention are diverted from
their humane purposes and made Instru-
ments for the enslavement of men and the
starvation of women and children.

‘We, therefore, hold that in the natural
course of social evolution, this system,
through the destructive action of its fail-
ures and crises on the one hand, and the
constructive tendencies of its trusts and
other capitalistic combinations on e
other, 1 annihilate the middle class, the
basis upon which ‘this system rests, an
thereby work out its own downfall

We therefore call upon all honest citi-
zens to_ unite under the banner of the
Social Democracy of America, so that
we may be ready to oonﬂuar capitalism by
ml.klnf use of our political liberty and
by taking possession of the public power,
50 that we may put an end to the
ent barbarous struggle, by the abolition
of capitalism, the restoration of the land,
and of all the means of production, -
portation and distribution, to the upuzrle
as a collective body, and the substitution
of the co-operative commonwealth for the

resent state of planless production, in-

ustrial war and social disorder—a com-
monwealth, which, although it will not
make every man equal physically or men-
tally, will give to every worker the free
exercise the full benefit of his facul-
ties multiplied by all the modern fac-
ilization and ultimately In-
the universal brotherhood
of man. The SBoclal Democracy of Amer-
ica will make democracy ‘*‘the rule of the
people,” a truth, by ending the economic
subjugation of the overwhelming great
majority of the people, :

ith & view to the Immediate relief of
the people, all our efforts shall be put
forth to secure to the unemployed self-
supporti! employment, usin 1 proper
ways and means to that end. For such
purpose one of the states of the Union,
to hereafter determined, shall be se-
lected for the concentration of our sup-
porters and the introduction of co-opera-
tive industry, and then gradually extend-
ing the sphere of our operations until the
National Co-operative Commonwealth
shall be established.

We also make the following specific

DEMANDS FOR RELIEF:

1. The public ownership of all industries
g«lmtrolled by monopolies, trusts and com-

nes.
2. The public ownership of all rallroads,
telegraph, telephone, uP means of trans-
portation, communication, water works,
and electric plants, and all other pub-
%. ".Il‘tl%u::bllo ownership of all gold, sil
, 8il-
méllm:nla gon :'ndl:-gl other
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n of the hours of labor in
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6. All useful Inventions“to free
lt’h%“lnvnntor to be r.munok(ea by the

ublic. ,

nme establishment- of Postal Savings
8 The adoption of the Initiative and the

Referendum, the Imperative Mandate dnd

Proportional Representation. =

The Democratic and Republican
partiss are the toole made use of by
tute, beggar and enslave the peopl %

the United States—Plain
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[Notices of meetings will be'published
under this head for 25¢ per month.]

Illinois Branch No. 19 meets every Sunday at
Turner Hall, Larrabee street. near Garfield
avenue, at 8 p. m.

Illinois Branch No. 10 meets every Thursday
at 221 N. Clark strest, Chicago.

1llinois Branch No. @ meets 2d, 3d and 4th
Mondays at S p.m,, 63d street and Centre avenue,
Chicago. Business meoting for members only
1st Bunday of each month at 10 a. m.

Missouri Branch No. 3 meets every 2d and 4th
Tuesday at 13th and Wyoming sts., 8t.Louis, Mo.

Illinois Branch No. 1 meets every Sunday at
162 Washipgton street, Chicago, at 2 p. m.,
Members please attend.

Pennsylvania Branch No. 1 meets every
Sunday and Tuesday at § p. m,, Co-oper-
ative hall, 1125 Poplar street, Philadel-
phia.

HALF-TONE PORTRAITS FREE.

A friend has got up an ingenious idea
which requires the name and address
of every member ard every sympathizer
who desires to assis the Co-operative
Commonwealth, but .. ™o are prevented
because they have very little money.
It is a folding box with two handsome
half-tone portraits, those of that great
and beloved leader, Eugene V. Debs,
and Colonel Richard J. Hinton, the
friend of Abraham Lincoln, and chair-
man of the Colonization Commission,
They will be sent free, and the only
provigo is that the box shall be used.
Full directions and explanations will
be sent with the portraits. The idea is
novel, instructive and amusing. Send
a two-cent stamp for the postage to the
secretary of the Colonization Commis-
sion, 504 Trude building, Chicago.
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OFFICIALS &EMPLOYES
ACCIDENT ASSOCIATION
WY K BELLIS SECY. .|
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ARTIFICIAL ARMS AND LEGS

PATENTS OF 1885 .

Marks' Improved Rubber Hands and Feet are Natural in
Action, Noiseless In Motion, and the

Durabie in Construction.

It is not unusual to see_men of every vocation wearing one or
performing as much as

two artificial legs, of MARKS' Patents,
men in possession of all their natural

B
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a little or no inconvenience.

BOTH LEGS AMPUTATED BELOW THE KNEES.
MAMARONECK, N, Y.

» I had both my legs
necessitated ampu-
tation below the knees. By the advice of my surgeons
Your reputation as

Mg. A, A. Mazks,
Dear Sir:~Over twonty years
crushed by the railroad cars, whic!

I placed myself under your care.

the most competent in the land had so impressed me
that; from the first, I felt that I was soon to realize
the most that skill and ingenuity could possibly do for

me. In this I have not n dis-
appointed, for your lnbors have
restored me to my feet, and 1 am,
for all practical purposes, m solf
again. 1 well remember how
proud I was when your genius
i'lucad me in a position in which

could llld'ﬂ:ﬁe in youthfu!l sports,
how I availed myself of every ad-
vantage, pliying ball, boating,
fishing and huoting in summer,
and skatiog in winter. I even
went so far as o swing my part-
ner on several dccasions in rural
dances. 1 have always felt that
your artificial legs were wonders,
and ought to be known through-
out the land. My latest fad is
riding a bicycle. 1 found the

s, and ex

task difficult nt first, but after repeated n}t{tcmpu I ride well and enjoy it.

espectfully yours,

JAuES A, McDoxaLp, P, M,

Over 19,000 seattered in all parts of the world. Eminent sargeons and competent jndfu com-
mend the Rubber Foot and Hand. At the World's Columbian Expasition they received the
highest award, They are endorsed and purchased by the United States and foreign governments.
A treatise, containing 544 pages, with 800 illustrations, sent free; also a formula for taking measure-
ments, by which limbs can be made and sent to all parts of the world with fit xunnnmea. Address

ESTABLISHED
44 YEARS.

A. A. MARKS, 701 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY

MEN WHO SUFFER

Quickly, .'l‘lmrongmy, Forever Cured

brnnvwr«r{ccwdmien:‘ﬁc
mothod that cannot fail
uniess tho case is beyond
human aid. Yoo foel im-
E:“"d the first day, foeln
nefit every day, soon knov
vourself o king among men
in body, mind and heart
&2 Drains and losses ended
Evory obstaclo to happy
marriod lifo removed. Nervi
' ‘force, will, energy, when

failing or Iost, are restored by this treatment. All
woeak portions of the body enlarged and strength-
ened. Write for our book, with explanations avd
proofs. Sent sealed, froe. Over 2,000 references.

ERIE MEDICAL 0, SLFFAZOIR..
STRIGTURE cutunx;uno instro-

s
ment. Formuls sent free. Endorsed by ominent
physicians, Address

CENTURY CHEMICAL CO., 8t. Louis, Mo

A CURE guaranteed
by a new method; no

Ttlsrlmals
Officielles  National Irgmn
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Eoial-Demofratic von Hmerile,
Erideint jeben Gamitag.
84 SELZER AVE. - - - Oleveland &
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Preis, vierteAILlid cverere cevrerann. .. U0

Den beutjdlefenden Mitgliedern ber Sojlals
Demotratie beftend empfohlen,

Der ,Bolts-Anwalt” bringt alle oifigtel
thels b el i
fhe ﬂ;x: ’u;:' un E:“ﬂ n’: ﬁz:me&u llnm

Mothers! Mothers! Mothers!

MRS. WINSLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP
has been used for over FIFTY YEARS by mil-
lions of methers for their CHILDREN while
TEETHING with perfect success. It soothes the
the gums, allays all pain, CURES
C, and is the best remedy for DIAR-
RH®E Bold by druggists in every wrl of the
world. Be sure and ask for ‘‘Mrs. Winslow's
Soo g Syrup’’ and take no other kind.
Twenty-five cents a bottle.
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M. CAESER.

The Commoanalth Book Store
“4° BOOKS.

RADICAL LITERATURE A SPECIALTY.

L. UDASH,

Near Norfolk Street.

BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ !

Merrie England

A plaio exposition of SOCIALISM by
Robert Blatchford. A popular paper edi-
tion. Ten Cents.

Civilization Civilized

A crushing arrangement of the
social order. by Stephen Maybell,
ed to Ten Cents.

Redne

President John Smith
or, THE STORY OF A PEACEFUL
i!B‘?OLUTlO.\', by Frederick Uph

am
Bent postpaid to any address Ten
Cents.

Man or Dollar, Which ?
A story of the Co-operative Commonwealth
in the United States,- Paper, 199 pages,
Twenty-Five Cents.

Send Orders and make Remittances Payable to
SYLVESTER KELIHER
504 Trude Building
Chicago

Order Extra Copies
The Bootan DemooratT will bo furnished
propaganda work, in lots of 100 or more. for
ONE CENT, PER COPY
th
For h-"m-;lm copies, Two Cents each. _lg;

for

Clubbing Rates

lone year

yoaz, 150,

i

363 Grand Street, NEW YORK, |

! m’c%mm»m The Bocial Demacrat ;

‘The New Time and The Bocial Democratane|

Are you interested in vital, social,
economical and ethical problems

Do yois want to enjoy the best thought from master minds
of our age among liberal advanced and reformative thinkers

If so subscribe for

A Review of Social Progress under

P

Editorta Management of

the

_B. 0. FLOWER = FREDERICK UPHAM ADAMS,

of conscience as well as thought.

CHIS new review, which is meeting with such phenomenal success, is a. m:

agazine

It boldly and bravely champions the cause

of the people and advocates the Initiative, the Referendum, Proportional Repre-

sentation, the
People.

mperative Mandate, Scientific Government, and Justice for all the
t exposes the corruptions, the shams, and the hypocrisies of the hour, while *

being distinctively constructive in character.

. A Partial Cist of Gontributors

Professor Frank Parsons,
Abby Morton Diaz.

Ernest Howard Croaby.

U, 8. Senator John T. Morgan,
President George A. Gates,
Wil Allen Dromgoole.

Helen Campbell, Hamlin Gark

A Few of the Subjects Discussed :

A Government of the People and for the
People and How to Reallze [t the Benefits
of Public Ownership of Natural. Monopo-

- les, Direct Legislation—-a serios of mll‘lr‘!

by the Presldent of the Natlonal I
League, m'com{mnlc.vd by B(m slums to
which Willlam Dean Howells. the Marquis
of Sallsbury, Frances E.Willard, Governor
J. R. Rogers, Congressman McoEwan, Sena-
r Pottigrew, Lymuan Abbott, Henry D,
loyd and other eminent thinkers con-
tribute,—Art for the Milllons, Human
Brotherhood as Political Econ-
omy, Tho Eclipse of the Ideal.

U. 8. Senator R. V', Pottigrew,
Eltweed Pomeroy. g
Professor Edward W. Bemis
Justice Walter Clark, LL. D.
Mary A. Livermore, '
U, 8. Senator Marion Butler,

Franves E. Willard.
President Thomas E. Wil
Willlam Ordway Partridgo.
U. 8, Senator Win. M. Stowart,
Henry D. Lioyd.

Bolton Hall.

William Matthews Handy.

Special Features

in addition to able and brilliant discus-
sions of the fundamental problems which
are so profoundly stirring the best minds
of our age, THE NeW Time is brightened
b g choice original storkes, bl hical
skotchos and thrilling pages o’ h(‘:wry.
also humorous and entertaining readi
matter. Ina word, it will be the nlmx:)i
the editors to make Tue New TiMe indis-
pensablo to all true, carnest thinkers, and
vluuim nin  to¢ach mémber of the family
circle.
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