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ALTGELD'S VIEWS

ON PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND CON-
TROL OF MINES AND RAILWAYS.

Extracts from the Masterly Address
of the Ex-Governor at Philadelphia
on Labor Day.

On the afternoon of Labor Day ex-
Governor John P. Altgeld of Illinois
delivered an address at Washington
Park, Philadelphia. There was an aud-
fence of thousands, which tendered “he
famous speaker a grand ovation when
he arose to speak and who followed
his oration with intense appreciation,
often interrupting him with cheers and
hand-clapping.

It was one of the greatesl addresses
ever made by this distinguished man
and one which will have a great in-
fluence on public opinion.

Mr. Altgeld made a strong plea for
government ownership of the railroads,
teiegrapks and mines, showing that

* these demands were not necessarily so-

clalistic. He proceeded to show what

‘had been accomplished by municipal

ownership in Great Britain in the way

. of ownership of street railways, gas

and  electric lighting and of the im-
provement in the homes of the poor.

After denunciation of monopoly and
trusts and their corrupting effects on
our government and courts, he thus re-
ferred to

THE MINERS' TROUBLE,

“During the strike of 1 71 one of the
largest operators in Illin !z stated that
he had some excellent 1on in his em-
ploy, who had families to support, who
were sober and industrious, and who
had not been able to make over $8 a
month for a year past. The majority
of the operators were not to blame;
they had to compete in*the market ifv
order to sell their coal; they had their
money invested in mines and in min-
ing machinery; they found that a few
unscrupulous and conscienceless men
had taken advantage of the hunger of
the miners and got them to go to work
at starvation wages, 4nd were thus able
to put their coal upon the market at
greatly reduced prices. This forced' the
honest, humane, honorable men en-
gaged In the mining business to sell

their coal at a similar price or go out

of the business, and the result was they

likewise had to reduce wages. So that|"

it was the unscrupulous and con-
scienceless men who fixed the wages.

“Already in 1894 the mining popula-
tion had been reduced to a state of mis-
ery and degradation. The miner could
not educate his children, he could not
respectably clothe his wife and, in
many cases, he could not furnish
bread, and he struck. He felt that his
condition was already so bad that it
could not be made much worse, and
that he had nothing to lose by striking;
but, although the * struggle was pro-
tracted and bitter, no substantial good
came of It.
LATEST STRUGGLE OF THE MIN-

ERS.

= =*z.nce that time the conditions have
been getting steadily worse, and finally
in a spirit of desperation, only three
yedrs after the last destructive strike,
the miners of this country struck
again—struck- against hunger and
struck, against nakedness—and they
have again made an honorable and he-
rolc struggle to improve their condi-
tion,

“Considerlng the great poverty to
which they were reduced, the fact that
there was no hope for themselves or

“their children, that they were slowly

passing into slavery that was worse
than chattel slavery, for the new mas-
ters refused to feed, or clothe, or bury
them, as the old masters of negro slav-
ery had done—considering these things,
the conduct of the miners in main-
taining the law, in keeping th - peace,
has been of a charactér to arouse the
admiration of mankind. No assembly
of millionaires or of corporation agents
ever submitted to such suffering, or
ever displayed such high pntrlousm or
nobility of character.

'SYMPATHY AMONG OPERATORS

“The great majority of operators this
time actnally sympathized with the
miners who had struck, and ‘they
wished them success, They complained
of the fact that a few great corpora-
tions owned by some of the wealthiest
men of the country were pursuing a

course that must not only lower the so- |

cial status of the miner and his chil-
dren for all time, but that was calcu-
lated to bankrupt all those operators

definitely nor to furnish protection to
the country against further disturb-
ances of this character. True, the min-
ers have lost nothing, for they had
nothing to lose, and should the strug-
gle go against them at the end of it
they will be just as well off as they
were at the beginning.

GOVERNMENT. OWNERSHIP .OF

MINES. .

“Now, suppose that the United States
government should say:

“*The constant recurrence of these-
dis'urbances cf Industrial and econom'e
conditions of the country growing out
of disputes between the mine-owner
and the miners cannot longer be en-
dured; neither can I permit a large
portion of the most industrious of my
people to be reduced to such a low
condition that they will be unfit to
maintain free institutions. These peo-
ple should have living wages, so that
by industry, €conomy and prudence
they can support their families and ed-
ucate their children. On the other
hand, the owners of the coal mines
‘should have a reasonable Income from
their property. I will take these mines
myself, I will buy them where I can,
and where I cannot T will have their
value ascertained by fair trial and pay
the owner, so that every man will get
a good, fair compensation for his prop-
erty. I will issue bonds bearing a low
rate of interest for these mines, and I
will operate these mines as I now run
the postoffice. I will fix a scale of
wages which will give every man a
fair wage for his work, as I now pay
other government employes. I will fix

are Lwned and operated ex»lnslvely hy
corporations.

“Governor Larrabee of Iowa, after
careful research, estimated that the
average cost of construction and equip-
ment of the raflroads of this country
was only from $25,000 to $30,000 a mile,
whereas they are bonded and stocked
for more than double that sum, and a
constant effort is made to compel the
American people to pay'interest on this
large amount, over half of. which 1s
water,

“Other authorities have estimated
that the people of this country have
been compelled to pay interest at the
rate of 18 per cent on the amount
which the railroads and their equip-
ments have actually cost, or are now
worth.

HIGH SALARIED OFFICERS.

“It appears that there are now about
six hundred railroad presidents with
their staffs in this country that are
drawing high salaries, while the legal
expenses growing out of contests be-
tween the roads themselves run far up
into the millions, so that several of
the ablest statisticians of this country
hold that if the rallroads were all con-
solidated there would be soymany large
items of saving that {t would amount
to several hundred millions a year and
‘would soon pay for the roads.

“One of the large items in the pres-
ent expenses of raflroad companies is
the corruption fund; that is the fund
with which they bribe legislatures,
bribe councils, carry elections and
otherwise debauch the public. It is
apparent that the railroads of this

tocks were i'nined, which would
ive happened had the government

e them.

" SYSTEM OF FAVORITISM.
‘-‘ﬁ A system of favoritism has
gro up and is practiced by all the
roads by which rebates and special
rates are glven to some shippers and
not to others. Under this the favered
business man or manufacturer or other
shipper gets an advantage which en-
ables him to erush his rival who does
not get the same favor. Especially is
this true of certain large dealers, who,
from handiing large quantities, are abl.
In many cases absolutely to name the
sum they shall pay, and are able, by
this assistance which they receive from
the raflroads, utterly to crush aut the
smaller dealer. Many of the large es-
tablishments of this ¢ountry, whether
in' pork packing, iron manufacturing
or other industry, owe thelr greatness
alraost entirely to this species of favor-
itism. Rallroad service is in a sense
public service, and it is the duty of the
government to see that all of its citi-
zens enjoy equal privileges in so far as
relates to public service. The business
man with limited means gets his let-
teis cari..d by the government for the
same price that his great competitor
has to pay, but here the parallel ends.
In almost all other respects he Is dis-
criminated against, not only to his in-
jury, but to his destruction. This
would not be so if the government
owned the roads.

LABOR'S SMALL SHARE.

“4, While private management of

rallroads pays encrmous salaries to the

have been traveling in a lane that has
run in the same direction for thirty
years, and we are approaching a turn,
Yea, my friends, do not despair. A
turn in the road is already In sight,
and if the American people are.but true
to their nobler instincts they will soon
be restored to6 their inheritance, while
justice and liberty, equal rights and
equal privileges will cover our land
with a halo of glory and give our peo-
ple a new century of prosperity and
happiness,

“But if they do not rise in their man-
hood and stand for the principles of
eternal justice, then all is lost.

“This s Labor Day throughout the
United States, and many beautiful
things will be said about the dignity of
labor, but I want to say to you that if
our government is not rescued from
corruption and if the snaky form of
government by injunction is not crush-
ed, then it would have been better for
vour children if' they had never been
born.”

4
A Question Answered,

Democratic and Republican politi-
clans have been saving the country for
thirty years on the tariff plan, In the
meantime labor every year is worse
paid, our farmers get poorer every year,
our merchants fail in larger numbers
each year, while Bankers, Trust Mag-
nates and Stock Gamblers pile up
princely fortunes. How long will ft
take the wogrkers to see that what we
call government is but a vast machine
for transferring the wealth created by
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the price of coal so that every man
will know what it will cost him. I will
fix this price so low that all the people
of America can get their fuel at the
cost of production and:such slight ad-
dition as will pay the low interest and
in the course of years reimburse the
purchase price, so that the mines will
cost the public nothing. “I will in the
same manner take the anthracite coal
flelds, which are now operated as a
monopoly, the price for such coal being
arbitrarily fixed without reference to
competition. I will sell that coal to
the American people al the cost of pro-
duction, with slight addition for. the
payment of interest and the ultimate
payment of the purchase money, thus
enabling the people to get anthracite
coal for much less than they now get
it. This will give stability to the coal
supply; it will elevate that large pop-
ulation that now depends on mining
for a llving; make of it a higher grade
of citizens; it will reduce the cost of
living to every American citizen, and
'will be a blessing to the country.’
WHICH VOICE SHALL PREVAIL?
“Having heard the government thus
express itself, what would be the re-
sponse of the country? I imagine that

who wished to act honorably by their | I hear coming from the great laboring

employes. Among other companies of
this character which they named was
the New York and Cleveland Gas and
Coal company, managed by Mr. De Ar-
mit, and chiefly owned, it was said, by
Mr. Carnegle and Mr. Rockefeller and
a few other gentlemen of great wealth;

that this corporation had used its great

power to crush out all organization
among its laborers and had so crushed

the spirit of its employes that it could
‘mine m coal more nhuuly tha the i

masses, and from the manufacturers
and from the millions of citizens who
love their country and want it to reach
the highest plane of civilization an en-
thuslastic voice of approval.

“But T also hear the insolent voices
of the monopolists and their followers
protesting that the government dare
not do anything except furnieh courts,
sheriffs, ma ul- and bmnet: ‘with

country must charge higher rates than
wonld be necessary if they were oper-
ated by the government, and it is
found that on the average they are just
twice as high for the masses of people
here as they are in Europe.
FAVORS RAILROAD OWNERSHIP.
“For 'years 1 was opposed to rall-
road ownership by government. I felt
that private enterprise could manage
them better than the public, and,
further, that the addition of such an
army of men to the patronage of the
government would be glving a danger-
ous power to any federal administra-
tion. This last objection has been par-

"tially removed by the application of

the civil service law, and it is now set-
tled that a system of railroad man+
agement could be established which
would not interfere in politics—cer-
tainly not so much as the present sys-
tems Interfere in politics. During the
last compaign miilions of dollars were
collected from the railroads with which
to debauch the public, and the em-
ployes of almost every rallroad in this
country were forced not only to march
but in many cases to vote against their
will. But in recent years the question
of railroad ownership in this country
has changed and now presents entirely
new problems.

“1. The colossal overcapitalization
of American railways and the persist-
ent attempt to pay dividends on wat-

ered etock places a burden on thel|

‘American people which they cannot
and should not bear, and would not

need to bear if the government. owned i

them.
“2. The roads have been M
nnscrupnlous men as a eonmianee
g:t stock-jobbing operati

‘| all others is that of corruption.

few at top, there is a constant tendency
to shorten the wages of the men at the
bottom, whereas, If the government
owned the roads it would reduce the
salaries at the top and raise the wages
at the bottom. Some great rallronds
of America have been periodically
robbed by stock jobbers, and then, un-
der the pretense of economy, the la-
horers who operated the line and made
it capable of earning money had their
wages reduced. All of which would not
have happened if the government had
owned them.

“5. If there were municipal and gov-
ernmental ownership it would take so
large a number of men out of the com-
petitive labor column as to give steadi-
nees and a more healthy condition to
the whole labor world.

“6. The business and even the soclal
affalrs of this country have all been ad-
justed with reference to the regular
operations of the railroads, and any
interruption of this service causes in-
vonvenience and loss and brings ruln
if long continued. - Yet, owing to dis-
putes between the railroads aud their
employes, this country is at all times in
danger of suffering tr’om a strike or a
tie-up.

“7. But the fact which oveuhadows
With
the concentration of capital have come
the interest and the money to debauch
lnﬂ ‘control government.”

L L S
llr. Altgeld proceeded in vigorous
anguage to show how the railroad cor-

M compelled the people to pay

tribute, controlled legislation, and had

‘of the judiclary in nullify-
ects of legislation. He then
ﬂuiw of the infamous “in-

labor into the hands of a privilege
few? No man, however, sklilful, irdus
trious or thrif.y, could honestly earn
year's income of John D. Rockefelle
in a thousand years. Then how do h
and three hundred other millionaire
get their money? The answer can b
read In the pinched faces of three thou
sand starving miners, in the shabb.
clothes of ten thousand toiling mechar
ics, In the sallow cheeks of ten thov
sand factory girls and boys, and in th
mortgages on a million farms an
homes! “How long, oh Lord, hov
long,” will beings in the image of thei
maker consent to be blind dupes an*
s'aves?—Journal of Labor, Nashville
Tenn.

It Flourishes by Abuse.

The strongest argument in favor o
the Soclal Democracy movement is th
slurs, inuendoes, villifications and de
nunciation of the plutocratic pres:
Many people who have never had th
time or opportunity to study the grea
social and economic questions on whic!
this movement is based have been fo
years suffering from the lash of capi
talistic taskmasters, while these sam
papers have been preaching to then
that they were free, happy, prosperou
and that the near future had in stor
for them all the transcendent bliss ¢
another Eden, while all the time th
patches grew broader on the seat ©
their pants and the struggle becam
harder to keep the wolf from the door
Such people will regard any movemer
which meets with such hearty an‘
unanimous disapprobation by the plu
tocratic press as worth looking intr
and Soclal Demoecracy will bear th
closest scrutiny. Pitch into It, ye hire
ungucrnm ‘abuse Debs to the utmoe

‘extent of your ability, misrepresent o’

he uy:n and ﬂoel. l!e without stint an<

‘colored glass

BEHIND THE WALLS

OF PREIUDICE AND SUPERSTITION
THE LABORER THINKS.

“The Man Without a Soul” Suggests
That They Be Torn Down and
the Prisoners Released.

Too many laboring people do their
thinking inside of the strong walls of
prejudice and superstition.

These walls have been built up care-
fully during the natural growth of the
man, beginning away back in his ten-
der childhood, the builders always
keeping the walls a little higher than
the prisoner's head, and allowing him
to look out upon the world through
but one narrow window—so narrow
and safely screened and covered with
that there is not the
slightest danger of the prisoner seeing
too much, or seeing it too clearly.

And what a sickening sight to see
the toiling millions of this ¢ountry go-
ing to the polls to vote, carrying these
strong walls of prejudice and supersti-
tion along with them; and In the rush
and jumble their prison walls clash and’
crash with the prison walls of their
neighbor, each prisoner looking out
through his window of colored glass
and denouncing his nelghbor for being
blind and a traitor.

It is not beciuse they have so many
man-made gods that this world has
been made a living hell, but because
no two of these gods agree—not be-
cause €0 many people look out over
the world through glass, but because
no two of these glasses are of the same
color or pattern.

The wall builders have been careful
in plce'ng the colored glass in -the
mental windows of the toiling slaves.
The great scheme of the scholars has
been to keep the uneducated walled
in from imaginary dangers, and to ex-
act pay for keeping these walls in re-
pair.

If the common people could see
plainly for one moment the horrible .
condition of their blind-gazing intel-
lects—c¢ould see for one single moment
out over the industrial world without
this dimnable colored glass before .
their eyes, the demand for a change
would come in the thundering tones
of liberated giants demanding justice
from a.¥apavizhed Jmeb. of dwarfs.

But so long as these walls of preju-
d’ez and  superstition stand, just so
long will the toiling slaves cower be-
hird them, and buy the right of exist-
ence from the wall-builders and the
manufacturers of colored glass.

The work of the reformer is to tear
down these strong walls of prejudice,
and break the windows of colored
glass. The common people seek these
walls and lie trembling behind them
like scared mice, and the reformer is
obliged to dig them out against their
will and set them absolutely free in
the broad, open field of untrammeled
thought, and show them the hell of
hunger around them,

These walls must come down.
Prejudice and superstition must go, be-
fore perfect mental freedom can be
possible. And without mental freedom
the reformer might as well butt his
head aga'nst the Rocky mountains, as
to attempt the reform of the industrial
and social world.

The religion of civilization must put
human happiness ahead of everything
else. Men must be inspired to work
for humanity with as muvch zeal as they
now employ in their work for church-
ocracy.

All the world for all the people! must
be the cry of the Social Demccracy; for
when the last unsightly rock of preju-
dice is torn down and broken under
the hammer of common sense, there
will be no scciions, no private king-
doms, no republics, no empires, no mon-
archies, no kings, no subjects, no mas-
ters, no slaves, no prince, no pauper
—nothing left but a world of brothers,
in the raligion of humanity, and a per-
feet trust in nature’s God.

My brother, the walls of prejudice
are many, and strongly built and
even the prisoners we are attempting
to liberate will fight us until the walls
begin to erumble, and the colored glass
is broken and destroyed.

‘We need fighters who will be willing
to keep on with the work of liberating
glaves, even while those very slaves
gpit in their foces.

It is a thankless job. The people love
the very walla that shut them in while
their oppressors crush their limbs and
bruige their heads.

Wendell Phillips received the kicks
and curses of the world while trying
to tear down the walls of prejudice
and break the chains of chattel
slavery; Willlam Lloyd Garrison was
mobbed; Lincoln was assassinated, and
mcre than a gquarter million poor,
blinded soldiers were butchered in the
battle to batter down the walls and
set the bleck slaves free.

Jesus Christ was arrested for tear-
ng down the walls of Hebrew preju;
4jce, and c¢-ucified because he insisted
‘hat he was rlzht. and wonld enwmn,

'“ollo .




* right to pay rent.”
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Warning to the Public!

1"No ona is authorizad to solicit subscriptiops
for THE S0CIAL DEMOORAT uxeept regularly ap-
pointed ageunis, whos - usmes appear ta this li t,

LIST OF SOLICITORS.

Jamea Osterling ... Pullman, Il
. Mack,. ... b5 Augelus, Cnlif.
Minasap dix, Mina.
Waut Superior, Wi
«.3t. Lonis
oston, Mass,

Fred D dnmuu
E. B H
W. K. Gornlon.
Morris l'aretz..

“No member of this organization
shall accept an office, elective or ap-
pointive, from any political party un-
til he first severs his connection with
this body: and no local or state branch
shall go into politics through fuslon
or otherwise, without the consent of
the national executive board, except
in states aiready under control of the
order."—(Adopted by the National con-
vention June 21.)

Harvard college studenis have fofm-
ed a socialist club.
B
George M. Pullman should come into
court and “arbitrate” his assessment.

An exchange states that “there is
talk that the Iowa middle-of-the-road-
ers are becoming socialistic.”” *

All the signs are cheering and the
hosts of the Soclal Democracy are
keeping step to the stirring drum-beats
of progress.

“The soiidarity of labor" Is the order
of the day. and as our friend Rerger
says, “We want the earth and the full-
ness thereof.”

The Soclal Democracy stands for the
strength of united heads, hearts and
hands, to relieve Labor of its rags, m]s-
ery and hunger pangs.

The great social question is not to
be solved in a day. It never will be
solved if those who take it by the beard
are not given an unblased hearing.

Queer, isn't it, that while the prole-
tariat has a holidav, Labor Day, cap-
ital has none—unless it is all the rest
of the year,

It is the battle that makes the sol-
dier, and old.Mars just dances the high-
land fling as he sees the veterans of
labor'lining up in the Social Democ-
racy.

When the plutes own all the land
what will workingmen and thelr chil-
dren own? An exchange says “the
Yes! and the right
to wear fetters.

One of the Chlcago dallies is boom-
ing Postal Savings Banks, which Is No.
7 of the specific demands of the Social
Democracy of America. They are all
coming our way!

Every local branch of the Social De-
mocracy stands an eternal protest
against all forms of slavery, and we
will build them broad-based,” high and
strong, until the last chain falls from
the limbs of Labor. '

One of the signs of the times, or of
Hanna and McKinley's “wave of pros-
perity” 18 the increasing number of
suicides caused by “despondency,” “out
of work,” “poverty.” Isn’t it time to
change these conditions?

If the Supreme court conld enjoln
men from thinking, the corporation
masters would hold a jubilee. But
eternal truth Is still at large and is
finding exprassion through the Social
Democracy in a manner that causes
plutocracy to tremble,

 The “labor day” which will be of
the greatest interest to labor, organized
or otherwise, will be election day.

‘Thuewmb.nomdunaormﬂlc.

‘will be the grandest chorus

The prison nnd tho poor house are
the only sorts of paternalism the old
parties believe In.” They drive the peo-
ple to want and crime and then build
prisons and poor houses where they
may be incarcerated. The Soclal De-
mocracy idea is to make such places un-

Yeus, the goldbugs were right. High
prices are bad for workingmen. When
flour goes up to seven dollars a bar-
rel while wages remain at 90 cents a
day it is easy for workingmen to per-
ceive the evil of high prices. But why
all this goldbug rejoicing over the
boom in the price of wheat?

Land, air, sunshine and water, com-
bined and utilized by labor, consti-
tute the wealth of the world. Labor,
the force that made these elements use-
ful to man, has the least share. Those
who add nothing to the world's wealth
enjoy all the hixuries and claim the best
seats before the heavenly throne. Have
you ever thought why this is so?

The American Bar Association has
pledged itself to enter into a vigorous
crusade against the evils of political
bribery, and it began operations by
electing McKinley to membership.
This, of course, was for the purpose
of bringing pressure to bear on ~uch
bribers as Hanna and Alger, and it
must be construed as an evideace of
the assoclation's sincerity.

*

Correspofidents of The Soclal Demo-
crut will please remember the old ad-
age, “Brevity Is the soul of wit.” We
are always glad to hear from those
who have something of Interest to Im-
part for the general good, but our space
is limited and, unless on special top-
ics, letters to the editor and contribu-
tions should not exceed 500 words—
and the fewer the better.

Bishop Worthington, of Nebraska,
who achieved such an unenviable no-
toriety during the presidential cam-
paign for saying the farmers' children
were over-educated, some time ago re-
celved a present from Phil Armour of a
bishop's ring costing two thousand dol-
lars, The connection Is obvious, But
imagine the poor and lowly Nazarene,
whose ethics are supposed to be taught
by this man Worthington, himself
wearing a ring worth $2,000. Comment
is unnecessary. Worthington's motive
is apparent.

Following is an excerpt from the cur-
rent issue of “The Amercan Catho-
lie,” edited by Rev. Father Tomlins,
priest of St. Mary's, East St. Louis; En-
tirely aside from dealers and any col-
onization plan, the “Social Demoe-
racy,” lately brought into existence,
would seem to be a great movement
around which all kinds of reformers
might gather, and ultimately give a
practical demonstration cf what De-
mocracy and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence means., “The Social Demo-
crat,” a weekly paper, published in Chi-
cago, gives the principles, and is a verv
interesting paper, which is to be made
a dally before long.

What well-read lawyers think about
“government by Injunction” can be
learned from one of their leading
papers. In the Chicago Law Journal
of August 20 is the following sharp
eriticism: This government by MXunc-
tion Is the most absolute despotism and
the most flagrant usurpation known to
organized society. The power of the
federal judges, as construed by them-
selves, is greater than the Constitution
or the fundamental rights of man. It

Is the freed of speech and of
the press. It destroys .Individual lib-
erty. It exceeds in pretensions and in
performance the exploded doctrine of
the divine right of kings. No greater
menace to our liberties could be de-
viged than the federal judges’ arbitrary
assumption of omnipotence and In-
fallibility.

Political economy teaches men that
there Is a peculiar virtue in buying in
the cheapest market and selling in the
dezrest; that is, buying for two that
which is worth three and selling for
three that which is worth but two; and
it takes no account whatever of the in-
fluences which have made commodi-
ties either cheap or dear.

The unholy practices of the sweater
may unduly cheapen products, and the
monopolization of natural opportuni-
ties, legislative favors, and trade se-
crets protected by law may make them
dearer than they are worth, The evil
in all this is obvious, yet the trader
is taught to accept the condition as it
exists, taking no account of its causes
or consequences, and turn it to his own
profit. To take full and complete ad-
vantage of such conditions is the sclen-
tific method par excellence of getting
rich by commerce. It is taught by
economists as a fundamental proposi-
tion of their science; and it is all the
more strange that this should be so,
since they accept and bulld upon the
proposition that all wealth is the pro-
duct of labor, and they ought to be
able to perceive that any cheapening or
enhancement in the mm of such

lm thlnn for wh!ch M vq
ceived an oqnlnlm :
are thus mnnud trom buying
their own product,’ and in order
ttere may be a continuarc? of the co:
suming profit capitalists must
customers elsewhere. The 88 O
necessary, tia ; % Jlexrorts over imports is generally taken
to Indicate the measure of success in
this operation, and as long as a suffi-
clency of the surplus can he carted
away to foreign countries to enable the
capitalists to meet maturing obliga-
tions the machine of profit production
lkeeps on going somehow,
workers are kept busy.
Jelgu market itself finally falls,
then there comes a crash; there is said
to be an overprodnction.
tion! Beczuse there is a surplus which
the workerg cannot buy because they
have been robbed of their due,
strange that there should be overpro-
duction when .producers are starving | T
and freezing for want of the things
that cannot be disposed of!

means you become unable to
creditors for the thousands
gotten from them, you appol
celver and um. at ten

cheat and steal in busin
enllmhurtvith‘nvot

and the|
But the for-

Overproduc-

‘How

Idlocy could go no further. There

can be no surplus of wealth in any
normeal society, which is not at all
times subject to be drawn down to
zero by the means lying within the pos-
sesslon of the producars themselves.
Any other sort.of a surplus is a sure
Indication of the robbery of the pro-
ducer, the laborer,

Surplus of Commaodities.
As long as cur law-makers conflne

thelr energles to the regulation of
petty details of governmental admin-
istration, the spoils of office, the giv-
ing away of
through grants of bounties, subsidles,
lands and franchises to syndicates,
corporations and trusts, there is noth-
ing said about constitutionalism or
lack of authority, and the laws are not
called In question.
passed that is clearly in the interest
of the masses, one which
with vested rights and cuts down the
privileges of the rich and powerful,
and there is at once a howl about the
unconstitutionality of
tion and the incompetence of the peo-
ple's representatives to pass such laws.
The host of privilege mongers hasten
to bring the matter to the attention of
our saplent and all but omnipotent su-
preme judges for the purpose of secur-
ing thelr opinlon as to what George
Washington and his compatriots would
think about the matter if they were
alive, and it very rarely happens that
these saplent authorities do not come
to the conclusion that it was never
the intention of our revolutionary
fathers to invest the people's repre-
sentatives with power to make such
laws—when, absurd spectacle! the law
at once becomes as
though it had never been enacted.

the people’s money

But let a law be

interferes

such legisla-

ineffective as

These Dogberrys on our supreme

bench pretend to tell us the intention
of our constitution makers conce

the sblution or questions about which
they could have had no more con-
ception than the average man has of
the attributes of the Deity; and once
they have delivered their opinion, we,
moved by the same superstitious rev-
erence for the unknowable and ab-
surd as animated our idol-worshiping
ancestors, bow our necks to the yoke
in humble reverence at .the words of
our idol, saying:
god has spoken his mind to his chil-
dren;
our god.”
phic Oracle which, for a consideration,
Interpreted the wishes of the gods
concerning the temporal
men,
preme court which, for a considera-
tion, interprets the wishes of their god
concerning the conduct of temporal af-
fairs,
of the Greeks, but wherein Is our own
Idea any the less ridiculous? You pays
your money and you takes your
choice,

“It is kismet; our

let us not disobey the will of
The Greeks had their Del-

affairs of
The Americans have their su-

We ridicule the absurd idea

Great Men.
“Who are the so-called great men of

the world which we hold up as models
for our children? Look at their school
text-books; for every one who bas
been of real service to his race. who
has left the Impress of genlus and
learning on his age; you will find ten
swaggering cut-throats, the imperson-
atlon of rapine and murder, miscalled
heroes!
boys on Sunday ‘that it Is wicked to
fight,' and ‘awfully awful wrong to
take that which belongs to another.
You will strain your credit to the ut-
most to deck your wife and family out
in jewels and furs, and take them to
a fifty thousand dollar church to ‘hear
a ten thousand dollar parson 1o by
cloth and fine linen talk learnedly
about ‘Christian’ Humility,' and = yon
never have a qualm about the eternal
fitness of things. If a poor devil &
a loaf of bread to satisfy his
you will condemn him to a

And yet you will tell your

and | o

Wake m ahnry oh, ye tollera!.
GX. t 18 too late;

lhe l.nﬂmte. is In you,
. Ye are not “ithe toois of fate.”

W&s from forge, from mine, from mea-

Spring ‘trem out the sordid mart;
What we need Is bone and sinew
! Warmed and quickened by a heart,

Goas! i :le‘vo languished, tolled, and
-] oul

"Till the heavens themselves are black;
‘We have bcrne our burden travely

On a bleeding, bended back.

Now, arouse! we need no mansions
Gliitering with & thous ni & ms;
at we need Is homes and garaens
‘Which no law of right condemns,

What we need “is breath,” dnwn frecly,
While we lock up to the
at we need Is strength and courage
That to live be not to d e.

Broken hearts and nervelen tissue,
Days of blankness, shorn of good,

‘hese we reap whene’ er f rgetung

God's great law of hmmerho d.

Viewless chains our limbs are binding,
Daggers of distrust and doubt,

O’er our heads, by hairs suspended,
Put our better selves to rout.

No! we bear these lhler nro longer;
We beho'd the I'ght ng‘
Wo have birthed the S .clal Savior,—
A Democracy to stay.

Proportional Representation.

First of a Serles of Articles on thls Sub-
Ject by Robert Tyson.

In paragraph eight of its specific
“Demands for Relief,” the Social De-
mocracy asks for the initiative and ref-
erendum, (he imperative mandate, and
proportional representation. Of these
three reforms the first and last are
most important. Perhaps, also the
initiative &nd referendum is most eas-
ily understood; at any rate, it lies in
smaller compass and has been more
frequently explalned. Proportional rep-
resentation is not so generally or so
thoroughly understood.

Yet, of all men, of all women, the So-
clalist {s the one who ought to know
proportional representation from top to
bottom. He proposes to largely in-
crease the functions of government.
His government must necessarily be a
popular government and a representa-
tive government. The persons who are
elected to frame and execute our laws
must in a real sense represent the peov-
ple. They do not now, They would
under proportional representation.

In congress, legislatures, and munici-
pal councils alike the people are mis-
represented and unrepresented, simply
because of a wrongheaded and unsci-
entific method of voting at elections.
And as elections and voting are the
foundation of popular government, it
is a fundamental thing to get them
right.

Therefore, my reader, let you and I
study this question together in these
columns. “Knowledge is Power.” Let
us. know as much as we can on this
vital question that is one of the tap-
roots of good gévernment.

To begin with, the worst feature;of
the present system is the one-member
clectoral district.

A few words wlill show the foolish-
ness of this.

The whole of your state is cut up
into little arbitrary districts, and in
each of these districts the voters elect
one member to congress or the state
legislature. A voter in one district
cannot, of course, vote for any candi-
date who is running in any other dis-
trict. In each of these little districts
or constituencles there are, say, from
six to eight political ideas that desire
expression and representation on the
floor of the legislature; as, Tor instance,
the Republican idea, the Silver Demo-
crat idea, the Gold Democrat idea, the
Social Democracy, Prohibition, Popu-
list, Single Tax, and so on.

Some of these may not be numerical-
ly strong enough to entitle them to rep-
resentation, in any event; but others
certainly are, Yet all these varying
and often conflicting Ideas have either
to find expression and representation
in the omne solitary member sent up
from that district, or not to be repre-
sented at all. Is not absurdity stamped
plainly on the face of such a system?

Of course the result Is practically that
only one, or possibly two, of the lead-
ing ideas are represented, and the vot-
ers who hold the other ideas are all
disfranchised and unrepresented.

Now for the remedy. What does
Proportionnl Representation mean?

It means large districts returning
from six to ten members, instead of
small districts returning one or two
members. It means that those six to
ten members are voted for in such a
way as to give a real representation to
all the parties, large or small, in the
distriect, In proportion to voting
strength, Tt means the abolition of the
vud system in municipalities. The
best plans require that each elector
uld have only one vote, and that
'there shonld be some way, direct or
ndirect, of transferring votes from
candidates who have too many votes
‘to candidates who have too few, In ac-

cordance vm: the wishes of the voum

W,""

~ Soclalism In Peru.
Soclalism is not, as many of its crlt-

| fes would imply, an untried theory. On

the contrary, it lnteduu all govern-
mental systems of the present day. Be-
fore ancient Greece had reached its
splendor or Rome its power Socialism
was an accomplished fact. Its foot-
prints are found on every page of his-
tory, whether the record be of king-
doms, empires or republics, whether
the ruling power be the will of a sin-
gle despot or the voice of the people.

When mankind first gathered them-
selves together in families, tribes or
little bands and applied themseives to
the accomplishment of a common pur-
pose either to supply themselves with
food or shelter, or for protection against
a4 common enemy, there Socialism had
its humble beginning. Every govern-
‘ment of all the ages, every conquer-
ing host that has gone forth to battle,
every church and every soclety that
has ever been organized to instruct or
alleviate the condition of man has been
Socialistic in {ts make-up. Without the
Socialistic prineiple — co-operation—
they could not have existed for an
hour.

Socialism 1s, in fact, the very cement
and eupport of organized society. Re-
move what there is of it from our pres-
ent institutions and they would crum-
ble and decay, and a few short genera-
tions would obliterate the last vestige
of our boasted clvilization.

Co-operutive effort may be directed
by a single person, as in an absolute
despotism, when it is Socialism for the
benefit of the despot; by the concur-
rence of a privileged few, as under a
plutocracy, when it is Socialism for the
benefit of the few; or by the equal ac-
tion of all the ‘co-operators, as under a
pure democracy, when it becomes So-
cialism for the benefit of all.

Of Socialism for the benefit of the
despot the world has had an abund-
ance, but it was, like childhood, a stage
of development that must of necessity
precede the full fruits of co-operation.

Under the law of evolution we have
advanced to the second stage; Social-
ism for the benefit of a few—a plane
of development often occupied before
by man in his tortuous growth. But
here we can no more remain than the
boy of twelve can refuse to grow. Law,
silent, swift, thrusts us on. Already
the present system approaches its final
dissolution, the rattle is in the throat,
the death frost upon the cheek—it is
doomed. All that now remains of the
competitive system is fast disappearing
within the hungry maw of a few great
trusts, monopolies or combinations of
capital,

When this process, now far advanc-
ed, has been completed “Soclalism for
the benefit of a few” will end. To dis-
cern this needs not the prophetic
vision. But what Is to follow?

Is there enough of real brotherhood
in the world, are we 8o far ready to fol-
low the teachings of the great Galilean
who taught us to “bear one another's
burdens,” that on the ruips cf the old
we may rear a new Socialism that shali
not withhold its benefits from any will-
ing soul? Or, as mankind has so often
done before, must we again plunge
backward into barbarism, to begin
again the upward growth until, under
the Inspiration of the God within, we
shall recognize in each and all a
brother soul and supersede the reign of
force with that of love?

Most of the Soclalism of the past has
been quite limited in its scope, has
been applied largely to the administra-
tive affairs of government, the collec-
tion of taxes, operations of offense and
defense and In later times to postal sys-
tems, public schools and other institu-
tions.

In former ages, before the introduc-
tion of modern machinery, the sociali-
zation of production and distribution
was not an absolute necessity. Through
the power of taxation, even where re-
sort was not had to chattel slavery, the
despots or the privileged few were able
to appropriate the lion's share of all
that was produced, if not with the same
neatness and dispatch, yet quite as ef-
fectually as under the modern system.
But the introduction of the modern fac-

‘tory system sounded the knell of iso-

Jated individual producticn. Co-opera-
tive industry—Soclalism—became not a
mere convenience, but an absolute ne-
cessity, so that to-day the tendency is
in the direction of larger and larger
combinations, more and more co-opera-
tion in production and in industries of
all kinds, but it is a Socialism for the
benefit of a few, not of the many.

‘While few of the nations of the past
have embarked on the wider Socialism
toward which we are tending, there is
one at least in which almost the entire
Soclalistic programme of the present
day has been tested, with this import-
ant difference—the co-operative ener-
gles of that nation were directed by a
despot, absolute in his authority, in-
stead of by the collective will of all.
While no thoughtful person could ex-
pect the best results from co-operation
thus administered, it is not too much
to say that there Is no chapter in all
history at once so instructive and so in-
teresting as that of

. PERU UNDER THE INCAS.
‘In describing so much of the coun-

try. its people, institutions and indus-
i|tries as may be - nho-nry to fairly
: : the || they become tyrannical. Probably so,
! but how about the industrial tyranny

| mitting for argument's
i the

of the Spanish {nvasion, stretched
along the Pacific from about the sec-
ond degree north to the thirty-seventh
degree south latitude (a distance of
about 2,500 miles). Its breadth cannot so
easily be determined. * * *

“The face of the country would ap-
pear to be peculiarly unfavorable to *
the purposes both of agriculture and
of internal tommunication. The sandy
strip along the coast, where rain rare-
ly falls, is fed only by a few scanty
streams, that furnish a remarkable
contrast to the vast volumes of water
which roll down the eastern sides of the
Cordilleras intv the Atlantic.

“The precipitons steeps of the Slerra
and the higher regions wrapped in
&nows that never 'melt under the fierce
sun of the equator, might seem equally
unpropitious to the labors of the hus-
bandman. And all communication be-
tween the parts of the long-extended
territory might be thought to be pre-
cluded by the savage character of the
region, broken up by precipices, furious
torrents and fmpassable chasms. Yet
the industry, we might almost say the
genlus, of the Indian was sufficlent to
overcome all these inpediments of Na-
ture. JAMES S INGALLS.

(To be Continued.)

Definitions of Socialism.

A theory of soclety which advocates
a more precise, orderly and harmonious
arrangement of the coclal relations of
mankind than that which has hitherto
prevailed.—Webster’s Dictionary.

L

The scl of r tructing soclety
on an entirely new basis by substituting
the principle of association for that of
competition In every branch of human
Industry.—Worcester’s Dictionary.

A theory of civil polity that aims to
secure the reconstruction of soclety, in-
crease of wealth, and a more equal dis-
tribution of the products of labor
through the public collective ownership
of land and capital (as distingulshed
from property) and the public collective
management of all industries. Its mot-
to is, “Every one according to his
deeds."—Standard Dictionary.

The abolition of that individual ac-
tion on which modern socleties depend,
and the substitution of a regulated sys-
tem of co-operative action.—Imperial
Dictionary.

The ethics of Soclalism are identicai
with the ethics of Christianity.—The
Encyclopedia Britannica.

Any theory or system of social organ-
ization which would abolish entirely,
or in great part, the individual effort
and competition on which modern so-
ciety rests, and substitute co-operation; .
would introduce a more perfect and
equal distribution of the products of la-
bor, and would make land and capital
as the instruments of production, the
joint possession of the community.—
Century Dictionary.

A Cowardly People.

The popular church dare not cry out
against certain public abuses for fear
some rich brother will discontinue his
contributions. The newspaper must
trim and hedge and overlook grave pub-
lic robberies, or an Interested adver-
tiser will neglect to renew his contract.
The professional man might lose a

client; the business man a Cuscomor; -~y «—

the politician a vote, Even a labor or-
ganization must keep silence in the face
of official corruption, or it will incur
the additional hostlllty of another pub-
lic plunderer, Ifit any wonder that the
coward populace is robbed an d oppress-
ed, while, outside of the robbers, the
pessimist is the only one in the com-
munity who gets any satisfaction out
of life?—Labor World.

Low Wages in the United
States.

Labor Commissioner Wright is quot-
ed as saying that “the average wages
per year paid in the United States is
$347, and the average product of each
laborer is valued at $1,888, This leaves
the American laborer but 17 per cent of
his product. In Italy the laborer re-
ceives 40 per cent and in Great Britain
he recelves 20 per cent of what he pro-
duces,” It is time to stop talking
about the well-paid American work-
man. The only reason he ever gets high
wages, dpparently, is because he does
more work, and measured by what he
produces he gets less than the English-
man and not half as much as the Ital-
fan.  This accounts for American man-
ufacturers underselling foreigners in
their own markets for the last twen-
ty-five years. But what an enormous
price the consumer has to pay—83 per
cent—for distribution and profit—
Typographical Journal.

Trades-Unionism.

Trade unions are denounced by some
for being tyrannical, and stoffed at by
others because they are powerless. But,
how can an {nstitution, without power,
be tyrannical? What is meant is evi-
dently that when they do acquire power

they are organized to overthrow? Ad-
~sake that
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Capitalistic Beggars.

The great capitalists, who were beg-
gars in the beginning, have had special
privileges conferred upon them, and
through these have succeeded in mo-
nopolizing the land and the tools of
labor. They have amply proved their
mendicant origin by smiting the hands
of the givers: ;

The question for the people to de-
clde 18 whether these pampered beggars
shall continue to usurp the anthority
they so impudently claim; whether the
people shall proclaim and enforce the
laws, or whether courts shall take upon
themselves to promulgate decrees and
direct mercenarles to execute them.

Labor should not stir one step from
the soll it occupies, but should frame a
new Declaration of Independence, and
proceed to emancipate {tself by assum-
ing the supreme political authority
through the medium of the ballot box.
When this authority has been once

© gained the present exploiting svstem

should be entirely abol'shed ard the co-
operative commonwealth settled firmly
in its stead. ;

Let ns then turn to the work of or-
ganization for political action. In the
meantime let us not forget our
brethren who are sick, unemployed and
bungry. Let us contribute in a regu-
lar and ratfonal manner from our own
seanty resources, and when that fails,
or before that falls, let us ask of those
who have. )

‘Let us press to the only real democ-
racy, a democracy in which+every man
shall have a voice In property as well

. as in government, a democracy which

shall glve every man an equal oppor-
tunity to provide from the great store-
house of nature for himself and his
family. THEO. BERNINE.

Not All a Dream.

1 had a dream, maybe a vislon. I
saw a human being arrayed In purple

and fine linen, wearing a crown of gold,

who appeared In a room where some
poor men had assembled to discuss
means of bettering their condition. He
addresesed them as follows: )

“If you go to the prairies or the for-
ests to labor, yon can't work there
without my consent, or if you go to the
hills, the valleys, the shops or the fac-
teries, they are mine; you can’t work
there without my permission. If you
take the wings of the. morning to
gearch for a place where you may work
without my consent you will fail, for I
am lord of the earth.

“Know, 8'unid laborers, that you can-
not work without my consent, and to
get it you must give me a part of your
earnings. 1 defy you to better your
condition, without bettering mine, or
feed your family without enriching me,

“Go work In the dark bowels of the
earth, the city's dreary shops, on the:
sunny glades or in the damp and shad-
owed forest, but know you, I can and
will have a part of your earnings.

“I am the posrecssor of all the means

ing, and must werk for me or
starve, 5
“Your hungry Dbrothers competing
for work will soon enable me to buy
your labor with bread and water. Com-
petition in labor is my friend: it makes
me your .master and will soon make

‘“wsoyon a slave.

“T want to say to you producers who

wear cotton breeches and dress your:

unaccomplished daughters in callco, T
know you are organized Into many
bodies and that the object is to make
me give them more of what they pro-
duce. I know that these bodies are
working for the elevation of working-
men, and that they are in sympathy
with and love each other. T know, too,
that they love their calico-dressed
daurhters and would give all, but life
tself, to have their talents cultivated.

“While T don’t blame you for what
you want, yon must understand that
my name Is Capital, while yours is
only Labor, and T give you warning
that while you serve me you must not

' comnplain, or T will have the courts

teach you a leeson,

“Remember, before you molest me
again, that T have money, property, the
press, conrts and congress, while you
have nothing. So don't be surprised
when T nse the power I have gained
and am gaining.

“Yes. ard T will say further that I
have not come to oppress the pick and
leave free the ax. or to oppress the ax
and leave free the nlow, without re-
gard to trade or profession. I mean to
extend my power to every class of
workers with hand or brain. Beware
of the deadly Injnnction!”

_ H. D. WINNIFORD.

Dallas, Tex.

The Colonization Feature.

To the Bditor:—T lonk unon the col-
onization nlan of the Soeclal Democracy
‘ag upon the sick benefit funds of al-
most every trade union. The sick ben-
efit fund with the unions, as the col-

' onization plan with us, is a matter of

' gecondarv fmvortance. No member
2 other henefits of

can participate In i g
on unless he mhur.lbtliéo

where the Utopia comes in. We admit
that the plan in itself is a good and de-
sirab'e one. The only thing they are
afiald of is that if the colonization plan
falls through the organization will suf-
fer and that people will lose faith in it
as a whole. Yet the history of the
trades unions show that the sick bene-
fit and other funds were a success with
he or she can join the colonization de-
partment if they choose. :
some organizations, while they proved
a failure with others, as for instance
the Wood Workers' unjon (a card of
which I hold), and still the trade union
movement did not suffer on account of
these [failures, but, on the contrary,
profited by the success that the slck
benefit funds proved in some cases. The
Cigar Makers' union holds its own
mainly because it has so many other
benefits attached to it. So with the S.
D. of A.'s colonization plan. We make
.no promises, glve no guarantee of its
success, neither can-anyone say that
it will fail. It depends upon the faith
of the masses. Those who have faith
in It will join—who have none will,
stay out.
But we must not throw cold water
upon the enthusiasm of those with
whom we disagree in detalls.
.Therefore I say, let the commission
go ahead with its work, adopt plans
and make the best out of it. The Social
Democracy has nothing to lose by its
fallure, but everything to gain if the
colonizing of a state proves a success.
J. FRIEDLAND.

Boston, Mass,

Direct Exchange.

Abolish money and there will be
plenty of work. We zre suffering from
the usage of getting paid for work
with money. This money will always
irevitably drift into the hands of the
few. This usage gives to money the
power of life and death. Life if it is
spent; death If it is not.

The remedy is to abandon {t, and
make a direct exchange of one person's
work for that of another. This ex-
change of product for product is what
is now done by all buying and selling.
The farmer can exchange his products
for those of others without using
meney; and so can you. Of course to
do this you must be assoclated—the
bond consisting in supplying each oth-
er's wants, These wants are the mar-
ket; all business consists of supplying
1hese necessities or wishes. When you
ascciate you take this market away
frem outsiders and conduct it your-
selves,

When making direct exchange the
work can never stop, because each
one receives his pay in another's prod-
| uct; hence there is no poverty.
| Until your numbers increase suffi-
ciently to keep each member - busy,
you will have to deal more or less
with outsiders; therefore use what
mcney ou caa get in buying materials
to be made into finished articles by

h.,,ot production, you are men without your mambers; as cloth, leather, tin-

plate, lumb@r, etc. Lease ground and
buy a team and tools to work land for
focd, All the money you get must be

a common fund; not to be kept a week |

or'perhaps a single day, but at once be
put into materials to be finished by
you,

To make this direct exchange rent
a room and elect a storekeeper. Also
elect three or five members a commis-
sicn on prices, supply and denfand, and
having done so, do not quarrel about
prices. It is work that is everything.
Pric2s may be more in the beginning,
but you will soon find that'a good
living is easier to obtain by direct ex-
change than otherwise. As your num-
ber increases, you will have your own
land and factories. Labor-saving ma-
chines and powers decreasc the price
of their products, and consequently
more of them (products) are con-
svmed.  When you own the factory
you supply that want with the least
labor, thus leaving time and effort to
supply a higher want. It is undoubted-
1y a fact that two-thirds of the workers
can supply the common nceassaries of
life for all in the United States; thus.
leaving one-third idle. These must be
employed at something; and that s the
supplylng the wants of a high clviliza-
jtion. A low civilization does not re-
quire enough work, therefore you must
agree to live well. Some of the wants
of a high civilization are music, educa~
tion, good buildings and roads, orna-
ments of various kinds, free librarles,
parks, etc. Even the lowest pricad
work must contribute its share to these
improvements, :

Your constitution (the people's law)
must contain certain fundamental pro-
‘vis'ons (to be changed at any time by
a three-fourths majority).  First, it
must be treason to give work (life) to
outsiders. Second, the character' of
members; they cannot be lazy; they
must have what you would require in
a partner—sobriety, industry, faithful-|
ness, peaceableness, submission to the

majority’s will. Your members must|¢
: v

rial before his term expires if the peo-|
1le choose. Follow no leaders; do your
- wn thinking; you never will be a man
mtil you do. A iyl

Preserve the home. Every family in
a separate house and lot. You not'c:

therefore no order on the general
store (exchange) must be transferable.
Shun gold and silver for the same rea-
son. ;

“To begin with a book could be used
to make the exchanges. The work of

another's in a few days or weeks at
moet, for otherwise work would stop,
as it does now when money s not
spent. ; :

There must be no stccks or bonds.
Everything is cash. Before a house,
bridge, -etc.," is begun to be built, the
tax products to pay the workmen
I'must be in sight. .

Every member must obligate him-
self to vote; then it cannot be known
how he voted. ;

Six months’ probation should be re-
quired of new members. By this part-
nership plan of working, you will keep
all the values you create by work, and
also those you create by living near
each other, for the houses and land
will be common property, rented to
those who occupy it.

In voting out members the majority
vote should be increased as the num-
ber of members is reduced. In gen-
eral, you will learn to do by doing. .

Vote for every law by itself, never in
a batch, Beware of the one man or

that money is abandoned becanse it is| -
transferable and in small compass;|

each member must be exchanged for|

COLONIZATION DEPARTMENT

CYRUS FIELD WiL|

LARD, SECRETARY

«f correspand

i)

ible fiir the opini

or foregone conclusions.

. It 'has undertaken a great business
operation and it proposes to go at the
same in a systemutic and business-like
way.

To that end, therefore, it invites ail
co-operation, and especially wishes tc
hear fully from co-operative settle
ments, colonies and associations of
whatever form.

It will be grateful for practical state-
ments of their operations, the found-
ing of movements, steps taken, obsta-
cles encountered, difficulties and dif-
ferenves within, opposition without,
capltal, how raised and expended, re-
sults obtained, locations, industries,
ete., erc,

We may learn wisdom from both
failure and success. )

Give Us Your Facts.

The Colenization Commission wants
data. It therefore invites state offic-
ers and associations—agricultural, hor
ticultural, commercial emigration
boards, etc., to forward to this office
addressed to the secretary, such re-
pdrts, maps, documents and laws, as
well as any suggestions that may in
their judgment be of service,

It asks the same favor of state agri-

ring power. PROGRESS.

APPLICATION

TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD:

County of

FOR A LOCAL BRANCH OF THE

Social Democracy of America

Daar Sirs—The undersigned uspocl]ully petion for a Charter for a Local

Branch of the Social Democracy lo be inslituted at

cultural and other Industrlal assocla-

FOR CHARTER

State of.

Temporary Secretary.

a copy of the official paper.

BEHIND THE WALLS

Continued from First Page. %

The reformer does a thankless work.
Eugere V. Debs went to prison, be-
cause he nad carried on the battle for
justice and right inside the strong
walls of plutocratic injustice, and yet
thousands of the poor slaves for whom
he was fighting hooted at the idea of
calling him their friend.

As for myself, I have suffered noth-
ing more than personal insults for the
part I have taken in the fight. Men,
for whose rights I am fighting, and
over whose wrongs I have poured the
gold of my outraged cympathies, have
written me insulting letters, and call-
ed down the vengeance of their nar-
row, man-made god upon my head,
and accused me of being an enemy of
good government and American prog-
rees,

Good government! And these fools
believe that “obedience to law makes
good citizens,”” Had Washington and
theee old revolutionists belleved in th's
dceirine we would still be under the
British yoke; the negroes would still
be slaves; the Jewish church would
still be the only religion; pagan Rome
would still rule the world; Parls and
France would still hold plutocratic
cz2rnlvals while the peasants starved,
and wrong everywhere would grind the
poor and weak in the dust, -

He is not a patriot nor good citi-
zen who sits down In some qulet cor-
ner and starves in passive humiliation,
believing it to be patriotism, and that

without raising a hand to defend t
life within him. Cin
And the man who is well fed
clothed, and sits down
sees others starve in
plenty, and does not raise his
arm to save them, because s

NOTE. —Five or mare parsoas may apply for a charter. The admission fee is 25
canls par mamY2r and tha duas 15 cenls-per month, for which each member receives

Cut out this Apjlization, and alter ﬂllnq"oul.‘ send to SYLVESTER KELIHER,
SZCRZTARY SJCIAL DEMICRACY, 604 TRUDE BUILDING; CHICAGO.

God loves the willing martyr who dies|

tions, boards of trade, chambers of

commerce, irrigaticn, land, mining and

other development companies or par-
ties.

In the work before it the Coloniza-
tion Commission, while adhering with
sincere convictions to its princinles,
will find no room for quarrels with
representatives of the old order. Our
work will ald them to emancipation,
‘as we trust that it wili lift us all to a
genuine freedom and therefore a true
individual independence.

The Colonization Commission hopes
to set In speedy operation the energiz-
ing methods which will make an
early way for the settling of thousands
of American citizens, now homeless
and laborless, and therefore now in an
economic bondage worse than the old
chattel slavery.

A negro slave had a money value for
his master. 1lie was fed and cared Zor
—howvver rude!y,

The wilite laborer out of work or
driven by the competition of others
unemployed, is of less consequence to
money than a sheep is to its owner.

“The unemployed man has no weol
to be sheared; no fiesh to sell or food;
no bones to grind for manure; no
hides.'to ‘be tanned into jcather and
use. He has no commercial value.

We enter on the task ot proving if
possible that nothing in th: cosmos is
of value but human life itse!r. H~lp us
to do it, and you will help yourself.

. Send on all data and Information.
‘Advise us of every moyvement possible.
Co-operators and citizens are invited to
; oty
.propose to be practical and there
for practical facts:and sng:
But send in all the docn:

re-

made law forblds it,

3 -7 As To Work,

The keynote of our new order is
brotherhood.' Our colonies will be or-
ganized and conducted on that basis.
They will furnish a type, a prefigura-
tion of the future commonwealth, of
the state that is to be. This involves
many radical departures from the
methods of the present system.

There are many great men who have
glorified what is known as “‘the benef-
icenf private war” of economic com-
petition. They have considered it, in
the words of the great Jjurist, Sir Henry
Maine, “the only alternative to the
daily ‘task enforced by the prison or
the scourge.” “So far as we have any
experience to teach us,” says Maine,
“we are driven to the conclusion that
every society of men must adopt one
system or the other, or it will pass
through penury to starvation.” In
other words, men must be kupt In slay-
ery by some means or they will nnt
work. This slavery may be that of
men's necessities, enforced by aconomic
competition, or it may be the slavery
of the strong arm, enforced by the
prison or the seourge; but one or the
other it must be. This idea is funda-
mental to the present system. 1t is the
antithesis of brotherhood. Let us ad-
mit that, from their standpoint, such
i men as Maine and Spencer are right.
118 it not possible to give men a new
i “experlence?”

In the words of Emerson, “the power
of love, as the basis of a state, has
never been tried.” We propose to tiy
it, because it is the greatest -power in
the whole world.

In my last letter I referred briefly to
the comstructive work of the mreat Sir
Thomas More. The inhabitants of his
Utopla—"Place of Wellbeing"—workeil
but six hours per day. Concerning this
arrangement, he said:

“The time appointed for labor i3 to
be narrowly examined, otherwise you
may imagine that, since there are only
six hours appointed for work, they may
fall under a scarcity of necessary pro-
vislons; but so far is it from being
true that this time is not sufficient for
supplying them with plenty of things,
either necessary or convenient, that it
is rather too much; and this you will

easily apprehend if you con-
sider how great a part of
all other nations s quite idle,

First, women generally do little, who
are the half of mankind; and, if some
women are diligent, their hushands are
idle. Then, consider the great company
of idle priests, and of those who are
called religious men; add to these, all
rich men, chiefly those who have es-
tates in land, who are called noblemen
and gentlemen, together with their
familles made up of idle persons, that
are kept more for show than use; add
to'these all those strong and lusty beg-
gars that go about, pretending sovme
disease in excuse for their begging;
and, upon the whole account, you will
find that the number of those by whose
labors mankind !3 supplied is much
less than you, perhaps, imagined. Then,
consider how’ few of those that work
are employed in labors that are of real
service! For we, who measure all
things by money, give rise to many
trades that are both vain and snper-
fluous, and serve only to support riot
and luxury; for if those who work
were cmployed only in such things as
the conveniences of life require, there
would be such an abundance of them
that the prices of them would so sink
that the tradesmen could not be main-
tained by their gains.”

Now, remember that these words
were penned nearly four hundred
years ago. None of those wonderful
appliances which go vastly increase the
efficlency of man's labor was even
thought of in More's time. It has been
shown by the figures of our best stat-
isticlans that here in the United States
four men, working 300 days with the
latest improved machinery will deliver
to the baker, ready to be turned into
bread, flour enough to feed a thousand
men a year. This is a condition that
More could have had no conception of.
He made his calculation on the basis
of conditions as they existed four cen-
turies ago; and if it was true at that
time that six hours of useful laber
daily fiom each competent person was
sufficlent to supply =all social neads,
‘how much truer it must be -lo-day.
There can be no doubt that, were our
whole society to-day organized on the
basis of brotherhood, one or two hours’
useful labor daily from each able per-
son would be sufficlent to produce
abundance for all. With such a possi-
bility before us, is there any uaeed to
accept the dreary alternative of such
men as Spencer and Maine? Have wo
any need for slavery, elther that of
economlic competition or of the prison
‘and scourge? . Assuredly not. We have
need only to exerclse common s2nse.
We will accept brotherhood as a fact
in nature, and organize ourselves so
as to enjoy its possibilities. This will
ead us, feeling that we are all mem-
hers of one great family, and that our

bras- | interests are mutual, in fact as well as

18

ural resources for the purpose of pro-

ducing useful and necessary things for
our own consumption. ‘'The product
of our collective labor will be for col-
lective use, not for sale. : ;

All will understand this, and the ef-
fort will be to reduce labor as effi-
clently as possible,so that each Individ-
ual may have the more time to devote
to purely individual concerns, or to
pursue Investigationsg and experiments
which are to eventuate in material
forms that will be for the wommon
good. On this higher plane of !ndivid-
valism men and women will compete
with each other in the fields of science,
i_nventlon. art, aesthetles; they will
Gelve into the hidden secrets of nature
and lay bare the occult forces uf that
wonderful thing we call life to the eyay
of their fellow mer. And thelr reward
Wwill be the approbation and applause
of their fellows. It will be so much
greater than the dross and glitter of
the reward that {s measured by our
present standards that there can Je no
comparison between them. Under
brotherhood work will become play;
men and women will move onward and
upward; they will become veritable
gods and goddesses; individualisw wiil
express itself in all Its beauty.

e
The Check System Favored.

Sec!ng your call for suggestions on
colonization, I wish to offer a few
ideas. The Soclal Democracy met with
the approval of thousands of people
and all were enthusiastic from the
start, not because they wanted an op-
portunity to vote for the principles laid
down in the platform of the organiza-
tion, but because of the proposition to
concentrate our voting strength in one
state and also for the establishment of
co-operative industries, We have had
an opportunity to vote for these same
principles in both the People’s party
and the Sociallst Labor party, but for
the fact that our strength has been
scattered we have been unable to ac-
complish anything by our votes, The
idea of concentrating In one state for
cffective political work was received
by the people with gladness, and 1 be-
lieve that as soon as the state is per-
manently settled on many will find
thelr way there, since it is about as
easy to live at one place as another.
Knowing that the state of Washington
has already honored itself by some
good practical legislation, it follows
that that would be the proper state In
which to colonize. We could choose &
state and let all who can go to it, and
gain a residence and establish them-
selves in a manner to be self-sustain-
ing.

Let the Social Democracy proceed to
collect funds and procure land and ma-
chinery for the production of all neces-
sary articles possible. Let men do
farm work and gardening as individ-
uals. They may co-operate sufficient-
ly for the economic-use of tools and . in
any way they see fit. Then let a sys-
tem of checks be adopted by the so-
clety for the purpose of employing
members in factorles and other indus-
tries, operated by the organization. For
example: If after we have procured
sufficient funds to do so we establish a
packing house, a tannery, a shoe fac-
tory, a woolen mill, a clothing factory
and as many other necessary indus-
tries as we are able, and procure suf-
ficlent funds to purchase material we
proceed to give employment {o as many
as possible, we will then be able to go
on without any further collection of
funds. Let us adopt the system of giv-
ing to each worker a receipt for day’s
labor (not in dollars, but in days’ la-
bor); estimate the cost (in days’ la-
bor) of production and then receive
these labor chegks for any and all la-
bor product, and we will be able to pur-
chase with checks all the material, ma-
chinery and land necessary to con-
stantly employ ourselves. We will have
to be careful not to issue too many
checks for land and machinery that we
may have salable articles enough to re-
deem the checks as fast as they return
to us for the purchase of finished prod-
ucts. By startihg a number of indus-
tries we will be able to furnish an op-
portunity for those laboring-in one
branch to exchange the product of their
labor for that of other men, thereby
supplying all their wants. It is neces-
sary to do this for the reason that we
will be compelled to exchange with
the outside world for many articles,
and under such a system all outside
purchases would be simply an exchange
of labor products.

We can thus succeed In establishing
State Soclalism to a very great extent,
even though we be not successful po-
litically, since all persons may become
members of the Social Democracy, ail
wealth of the organization will be the
property of the public. '

Soclalism must come by providing
opportipity for all who wish to work
at production, carried on by the public
or by individuals, just as they choose,
On this ground all Socialists and in-
dividualists can agree, and on no other,
The colonization proposition has given
the Social Democraty all the strength
that it has and unless the feature be
pushed the organization must fail.

J. L. TALBOTT.

908 Choteau ave., St. Louls, Mo.

: A Correction.
.Some people who don’t understand
the idea of publishing extracts from




SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

A RECORD OF THE WEEK’S PROP-
AGANDA AND PROGRESS.

Chairman Debs and Organizer Lloyd
at Terre Haute—Utner Notes
of luterest.

The Social Democrat.

.» The Sociai Democrat deserves well|.

of the Social Democracy, whose right
it champions, and as feariessly de-
nounces the wrongs it sutters from the
hands of despots,

In the fierce battle now in progress
for truth, justice and liberty, in which
all humanity is involved, the Soclal
Democrat makes no concessious and no
compromises,

It voices the truth, that the country
is being Russianized by autocratic de-
crees of a servile court, and the time
ha$ come for a change.

To make the 'Social Democrat a
mighty force in the great struggle for
emancipation, it should be in the hands
and homes of every workingman in
America.

Each local branch should make a spe-
clal effort to extend the subscription
list of the Social Democrat. Let the
work begin and go forward persist-
ently.

Courage on dress parade is for kin-
dergarten soldiers, for Social Demo-
crats in the battle and the storm,

Roy M. Goodwin made a splendid
talk to the Milwaukeeans on Labor
Day. Director Hogan is doing mission-

ary work in Colorado. Wm. E. Burns

spoke on Labor Day at Dubuque, Iowa,
and crganized a branch of the Social
Democracy the following evening. He
returned to headquarters yesterday.

At Terre Haute, Ind.

The Chicago Chronicle printed the
following special in its issue of yes-
terday:

Eugene Debs heid his first meeting
for the Social Democracy in his home
town to-night, and after John F. Lloyd
of Chicago had sgpoken at !ength Debs
told how the Social Democracy would
bring relief from the evils of the com-
petitive system. He was enthusiastice-
ally applauded when he said he intend-
ed to devote himself to the task of re-
lieving the workingmen from the op-
pression of the present industrial sys-
tem.

Debs referred to the miners' strike,
and sald: “Suppose the miners do win
this strike. It will not be three months
until the same conditions exist which
brought on the strike. Some operators
will not enter into the agreement and

Ty witt

are parties to the agreement. The lat-
ter will be compelled to compete with
them, and to do so will have to reduce
wages. The only alternative will be
the cessation of mining operations.”

The branch fires of the Social De-|

mocracy are blazing the way through
the wilderness of wrong, and will
light the way to labor’'s emancipation.

Secretaries  of local branches
throughout the country are invited to
send the Social Democrat a postal card
at least once a month, or cftener, if
convenient, giving brief mention of
what 's happening.

Notice the adv't of Socialist books in
this page and send for them. They will
make good campaign documents.

Althought he ig speaking occasion-
ally at meetings Chairman Debs has
not recovered from the attack of sun-
stroke which he received down in West
Virginia a few weeks ago. This will
delay his active work in the field for
a week or two longer. In the meantime
the chief keers his pen busy attending
to a very large and important corres-
pondence.

Earnest, substantial work is what 1s
now wanted on the part of every mem-
ber—a proper understanding of the du-
tles of membership and the courage
and manliness to perform them.

Editor J. H. Schwerzgen has been
obliged to temporarily retire from his
duties as chief ,pencil pusher of the
Social Democrat owing to a severe at-
tack of a chronie complaint brought on,
in a great measure, by his strenuous
efforts to dn the paper justice while
otherwise esrning his living. He will

probably be under the doctor's ca.re for |

several chkB.

“We are coming,” says a volice from
New York, “several thousand strong.”
The sweep of the Social Democracy is
as resistless as the sea,

We have recelved a copy of “The La-
bor Annual,” the year book of social,
economic and political reform edited
by Joseph Edwards of Wallasey, Liv-
erpool, England. It is a neatly printed
book of some 300 pages, full of inter-
esting Information and illustrated with |®
portraits of prominent British and
German wclallxu ete.

When the work:nt poor are paid in,
return for thefr labor only as nmch(
"'money 28 will buy them t'ie necessities
of life, their eondmou is 1dent’cal with
that ol uu nlm who ‘receives those |

Hg Washi

Chicago Labor Parade, 1897.
_ By Cyrun Fleid Wiisrd.

I stood on the curb and watched them
pass; those weary sons of toil,

And my heart waxed sore as 1 scanned

them o er,
Woikers tium shop and soil.

In grim and somber ranks this mass of

tollers swung their way

'huled thewr chains to music's
ra.ny'

On tus, their festal day.

By toil mis-shaped and haggard their
face, with clothing poor and vile,
They wied 10 Le gay w.th a feeble display
Of nag, and badge, and smile.

And

“Oh, God!" I cried, *how long shall this
race of man by men be cursed,
By the judge-made laws, rent's cunning
clause
Auu usury, the worst?

“Yet worse tnan all Is that syrtem red,
that putrid, rotting state
That curse of the age Lo get back as wuxc
A tithe as we create.”

“Peace? Do ycu not see!" a volce then
said, "of Labor's mighty host
That_here Is but shown for the freeman’s

groan,
Ten thousand slaves at most.

“If it comes by ballot or by force, Free-
dom will surcly be,
It will come to stay, on that Labor Day,
When all mankind is free.”

~ The Hope of the Future.

Following is the gist of an eloquent
address made by Comrade Fitzgerald
Murphy, chairman of Branch No. 1, at
the meeting last Sunday:

“Socialism is the science of society
and the'Social Democracy is the heaven
of hope for humanity.

“Since the first spark of consclous-
ness was impiunted in the mind of man
he has unsuccessfully experimented
with different forms of government. He
nas changed dictators for despots, the-
ocracies for democracies In his strug-
gle for social perfection, but the fun-
damentals have always remained the
same, hence his faillure. The social co-
operative commonwealth is his only
economic salvation. I'he majestuc high-
wuy of human history is strewn with
the wrecks of civilization that have
been consumed by the fires of selfish-
nesg,  Their flames should light our
puthway of the future, We must profit
by the experience of history.

Socialism is the logical outcome of
the present transitory phase of our in:
dustrial development. Its ultimate suc-
cess Is as fixed as fate. It will come
independently of our efforis. It will
come in spite of its opponents. In fact
those who oppose it furnish the grand-
est lessons of its efficacy. The corpo-
ration and the trust contain the germs
of Socialism. Enlarge these combina-
tions so that they will embrace hu-
manity and universal co-operation—So-
cialism becomes an economic actuality.

Man was never made to mourn. He
was born under skies of beauty to be
happy and enjoy life. Bounteous na-
Ly g
scenes of beauty and plenty and yet he
is damned, degraded and starved in a
hell of ghastly poverty.

“The competitive system is an insult
to Divinity! It circumvents its -pur-
pose and thwarts the plans of destiny.
It is based upon selfishness and must
fall by the weight of its own corrup-
tion, Poverty is doomed and the white
banner of the Social Democracy is the
beautiful banner of the dawn.”

A School for Socialists.

While, in the classic days of handi-
craft, each individual produced a whole
article himself, capitalist industry is
based upon co-operative labor. Here
the individual workers can do nothing
without thelr fellow-workers. If they
start to work united and planfully, the
capacity of each Is doubled and trebled.
Thus their labor itself brings home to
them the power of union, and develops
among them the sense of voluntary and
gladsome discipline—both of which are
the conditions precedent for Socliallst
production, and are likewise the suc-
cessful struggle of the proletariat
agalinst the system of exploitation that
prevails under capitalist production.
And thus it happens that capitalism it-
gelf trains the proletarians in the meth-
.ods requisite for its own overthrow, and
educates them in the system of labor
that will be rcquired of them in So-
cialist society.—Brauer Zeitung.

The Providence Journal agrees with
Carroll D. Wright that, while the rich

ing their condition. In summing up
the evidence of the increasing we;lth
of the rich it cites the greater muni-
ficence of their gifts to charity, If the
poor are not getting poorer what is this
growing charity all about?—The Bea-
con, Johnston, R, 1.

Bonds and banks I rever approved.
* * Our whole banking system I
ever abhorred, I continue to abhor,
and shall die abhorring.—John Adams,

MEETINGS OF
LOCAL BRANCHES
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“THE UNION FOREVER!”

THE UNION-MADE OVERALLS ARE MADE BY

Sweet,Orr& Co.

THE LARGEST OVERALL MANUFACTURERS IN THE WORLD.

GUARANTEED NEVER TO RIP.

If you don’t wear Overalls, you must wear Pants.
You should wear Shirts and you should wear Sack Coats.
They are all the Best that can be made.

Our Brand is on all. INSIST upon our goods. If your local dealer don't
keep them, then write to

SWEET, ORR & CO.

New York City. Chicago, Il Newburgh, N. Y.
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We hold that all men are born free, and
are endowed with certain natural righis,
among which are hife, hiberty and happi-
ness. In the Lght of experience we find
that while all citizens are equul in theory,
they are not so In fuct. While all citizens
have the same rights politically, this po-
litical equulity is useless under the pres-
ent system of economic Inequality, which
{s essentially destructive of lire, liberty
and happiness. In splie of our political
eyualily lavor is robbed of the wealth it
produces. By the development of this
system it s denled the means of self-em
ployment, and by enforced, Idleness
through lack of employment is even de-
prived of the necessaries of life.

To the obvious fact that our despotic
system of econumics is the direct oppo-
site of our democratic system of politics,
can be plainly traced the existence of &
class that corrupts the government, allen-

ates public property, public fanchises and
public functions and holds (hls, the
mightiest of nations, in abjcct dependence.

Labor, manual and mental, being the
creator of all weal.h and all civillzation,
it rightfully follows thut those who per-
form all labor and creute ull wealth should
enjoy Lthe fruhy of their efforts. Bul this
18 rendered impossible by the modern sys-
tem of production. Since the discovery
and applicaticn of steam and electric
powers and the general introduction of
machinery in all branches of Industry, the
industrial operations are carried on by
such giganuc meuns that but few .are
now able to possess them, .and thus the
producer 1s separated from his products.

While In former times the ndividual
worker labored on his own account, with

his own tools, and was the master of his -
P

M'gthetms-

now dozens, hundreds und thou-

MR- work-together
mines factories, eic., co-operating accord-
ing to the most eflicient division of jabor,
bul they are not the masters of thelr
rroduou. The fruits of this co-operative
ahor are, {n & gieal measure, APPropriut-
ed by the owners of the means ol o
tion, to-wit by the owners of machines,
mines, land and the means of transpor-
tation.

This system, by gradually extinguishing
the middle class, necessarlly leaves bud
two classes In our. country; the large
class of workers and the small cluss o
great employers and capltalists,

Human power and nutural forces are
wasted by this system  which makes
“profit’* the cnly ‘objest In business,

Ignorance and misery, .with all concom-
ftant evils, are perpetuated Ly this sys-
tem, which makes human labor a ware (o
be bought in the open murket, and places
no real value on human life.

Science and Invention are diverted from
thelr humane purposes and made instru-
ments for the enslavement of men and the
llur\nuun of women and children,

We, therefore, hold that In the natural
course of soc al evolution, this system,
through the desiructive action of its fall-
ures and crises on thy one hana, and the
constructive tendencies of Its trusts and

Qther capitalistic combinations on the
olher will annihllate the middie class, the
basis upon which (his syr.em resws, and
thereby work out its own downfall,

We therefore call upon ail honest citl-
zens to_umnite under the banner of the
Socinl Democracy of America, so that
we may be ready (o conquer capitalism by
making use of our political lberty and
by taking possession of the pulilic power,
80 that we muay put an end 1o the pres-
ent barbarous struggle by the abolition
of capitalism, the resioration of the lund,
and of all the means of production, trans-
portation and distribution, 10 the le
as a collective body, and the substitution
of the co-operative commonwealth for the
present siate of planless production, in-
dustrial war and social divorder—a com-
monwealth, which, although It will not
make every man equal physically or men-
tally, will give to every worker the free
exercise and the full benefit of his facul-
ties multiplied by all the modern lu:-
tors of civil zation ‘and ultimately
augurate the nive hmlherhood
of man. The Soclal Democracy of Amer-
fca will make democracy *‘the rule of the
people " a truth, by eudtm‘l the economic

clmln‘ great
orny or the people,
With a view to the Immediate remf of
the people, all our efforts shall’ be put
forth to secure to the unemployed self-
supporting employment, usin, {
ways and meuns to that en For such
purpo-e one of the states of the Unioa.
to be hereafter determined, shall Le se-
lected for the concentration of our sup-
porters and the introduction of co-opera-
tive Industry, and then gradually extend-
Netional” Cacoptranive T Comn ““"1.5"15
perative mmo t

shall be established. A

We also make the following specific

DEMANDS FOR RELIEF:

1. The public ownership of all | un: es
canlrollcsby monopollu,; uu:u :nd gm-

bines.
2. ‘rha public ownership of all railroads,
{;’Jﬁﬂ'ﬂgﬂ xelephon?. u'l metns of trans-
, communication, water works,
d electric plants, and lll vuuf pub-

ic mnlmm.mlc t aiakr e
e pu evnen of a 1!
‘I?-on n:g gldo'th

[Nostices of mestines will be publish-
onder thix hend for 25 pm month.]
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Sylvester Keliher, National Secretary.
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In this column will be found all offi-
cial notices and reports. The executive
board of each local branch should see
to it that all matter requiring the uc-
tion of local branches should be pre-
sented,

Make all remittances payable to Syl-
vester Keliher, Nat'l Secretary, Chi-
cago, 111,

NOTICE.

TO ALL LOCAL BRANCHES: Your
attention is called to the following sec-
tion of the constitution: *“On or before
the 6th day of each month the treasur-
er shall remit by postal money order
the monthly dues for current month to
the National Council, and each local
branch shall remit the full amount due
for the entire membership.”

No papers will be sent on credit and
the monthly dues must invariably be
paid in advance. The correspondence
arfd other business at headquarters is
enormous, and to save time, trouble
and delay, don't fail to carefully give
all information required on various re-
7ts, and your full address in each

urer shall make a report of members
admitted and forward, together with
the admissiun fee of twenty-five cents;
and If admitted before the 15th of the
month, fifteen cents dues for the cur-
rent month. If admitted after the fif-
teenth only the admission fee is for-

¢ | warded.

HOW TO ORGANIZE.

Local branches should be organized
at. every available point,

Five or more reputable persons who
will subscribe to the declaration of
principles can organize a local branch

First procure a constitution and
biank application for charter, secure

the signatures of the proposed mem-;

bers, arrange meeting at some ‘suitable
place and elect an executive board of
five members as provided by the Con-
stitution; have the board meet and
elect a chairman, vice-chairman, sec-
retary, treasurer and organizer. The
new officer should take charge of meet-
ing at once, and all who have signed
the application should pay the admis-
gion fee of 25 cents. and if organized
before the 15th of the month, 15 cents
monthly dues to the National Council
for the current month; If after the
15th the National dues will commence
on the first of the following month.

At the close of the meeting the treas-
urer shall ‘forward to ‘National Secre-
tary a report giving names of perma-
pent -officers, all members who have
paid the required fee, and correct ad-
dress In each case, 8o that paper cun be
promptly forwarded. Only the names
of members who have paid shall be
included in this report,

No extra charge is made for char-
ter or cards of membership and the
Social Democrat is forwarded to every
member on the payment of 15 cents
monthly dues,

All moneys for admission fees and
dues should be paid to and forwarded
by the treasurer.

PRICE LIST OF SUPPLIES.

The following is price list of sup-
plies furnished by the National Coun-
cil, Each local branch should order
in such quantities as will avoid the
loss of time, trouble and expense in
sending out in small quantities:
Applications for membership per
hundred .....veeiins seiiense. § 083
Transfer cards, per hundred.,... .50
.50
0
50
70

Letter heads, per hundred......
mnlouumm size, per hundred.
mvdnpq, large size, per hundred.

'Meeting reports, per hundred.... 1.00
llénthly raporu. per hundnd.... 1.00

ARTIFICIAL ARMS AND LEGS

PATENTS OF 1895

Marks' ITmproved Rubber Hynds and Feet are Natural in
Action, Noixeless In Motion, und the Most
Duruble in Construction.

It is'not anosoal 1o see men of #very voeation wearing one or
two ariticinl legs, of MARKS' Patents, performing as much as
wen i possession of all ther patural members, aud eXperiencing
a litde or b iucouvenivnee,

BOTH 1568 AMPUTATED BELOW THE KNEES.

Me. A. A. Magks, MasiroNeEck, N Y.

Dear 8.r: O wr twenty years aco I had both my legs
crushed by the railrosd cnrs, which pecessitated
tution beiow the knees. By the sdvice of my »
1 plweed myserf under your care. Your repuiation as
the most competent iu the Jand had o impreced me
that. from the fisst, 1 (et that I was soun 10 renlize

the most that xhill avd inge uulu could poesibly duv fur
me. Lo this I have not been dis-
nppointed, for your lnbois have
restored me to my feet, and 1 am,

tor al! pructical purpo-+g, myrell
agun. 1 well remember heow
proud 1 wax when your genius
rlnrwl e in & poxition in which
conld indulee in yonthial sports,
how 1 asaibed myself of pvery wls
vantnge, playiug bull, boatine.
fishing and hanting in rummer,
und skating in winler, even
went so far a« 1o swing my part-
e r on severs) ovensions in rural

dances. 1 have slways folt thut
your artificial legs were wondeis,
and ovglit ta be known through-
out the land. hl: Intest fad is

rulipg n bicye 1 found the
tack difficult at nm. but afier repeated attempts 1 ride well and anjl\)‘ it.
Respectfully yours, James A. McDoxavp, P, M,

Over 19000 geattered in all parts of the world.  Eminent sorgeons and competent judges com-
memd 1hie Rubiber Foot and Hand, At the World's Columbinn Expasition they réceived the
bikhiest award. They are endored and purchased by the United States and foreico governments.
Atresti-e,comtaining M4 pages, with Muiilostrations, sent free: nl=o s formuia for taking mensure-
ments, by which simbs can be mude und sent toall parts of the world with fit yuarauteed. Address

_ A. A MARKS, 701 BROADWAY, NEW YDRK CITY

i o o~

ESTABLIENED
44 YECARS.

TtlsAnualt
Officielles Naticnal Organ

— DT —

Eojial: ztmnrrntu oo Amerils.

Cridieint jedben Samitaq.
34 SELZER AVE. - - - Cleveland, O

Preid, vierteljAELlid.rine coveasvene . 500

Ten beutidileienden Mitgliedern der Sojials
Temotratie beftend empjoylen,

MEN 2% AGES

CUFFERING FOIOM

Weakness, Nerrousness,
Detnli.y, and all the train
of evilsresulting therefrom,
and overwork. sickncss,
wurry, ete., easily, quickly,
and pcrmnnrn!’y restored,
Full strength.development
tq1nd tone given o every
\ organ and portion of the
Siniple, natural

Immediate im-
Fatlure impossible. 2,000
references. Book, explanation and pruofs
mailed (senled) free.

ERIE MEDICAL C

f
provement seen.

B84 NIAGARA ST.
1y DUFFALO, N.Y.

RA\WWAY
OFFICIALS REMPLOYES

ACCIDENT ASSOCIATION
WHYK BELLIS SECY,

ULHIAT O AT

Ler l?nm-!lnmlt' brinat afle offiglelen Tty
theflungen und einen e hamnu tQupricted

Mothers! Mothers! Mothers)

MRS. WINSLOW'S SOUTHING SYRLP
has been used tor over FIFLY YEAKS by mile
lions of muthers for thiir ulu.mu.s wihile
TERIRING with perfect suceess. [t svothes un

A CURE guaranteed
by # new method; no

STRICTUR

child, soitens the gums. allays all pain, LU~ ES = oyl
WA COLIc: w1 the bent remedy for DIAR. | smeemen o = 5 7 2% cutting; uo ineiro-
| R RHEA. ~old by drugg:sts in ev ery ‘”::-“‘:zg!: ment. l-nrmulu m-nl lruc Eudorsed by eminent

orkl. Do »uro and ask for M
Soo(hlnc Syrup'' and take no olher kiud.
Twenty-five ceuts a bottle.

physicians.  Add
CENIURY ( BhMlLAL CO., St. Louis, Mo,

Do not longer be deceived by well-worded fies.
Reud the truth. It will pay you dividends.

THINK OR STARVE

THAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE.
TO-DAY~—this moment—you are being rollcd of
what you carn., How much ! Not less than #1,000 &
joar. Head

BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ!

Merrie England

A plain exposition of SOCIALISM, by
R.L-n Blatehford. A pupulur puper edis
tion Ten Cents.

Civilization Civilized

A crnshing arrni of the pr
soeinkorder, by Steplien Maybell, Reduc-
to Ten Cents.

President John Smith

or, THE STORY OF A PEACEFUL
KEVOLUTION, by Frederick U;-lmm
Adams. Sent postpaid to any ad

Do you know how! Do you know why 1

Cents. Formcrly IQEW OCCASIONS.
Tho Best Only
Man or Dollar, Which ? \eform Magazine... s o Debat a Year
potomobthe Cocpemizs Commoneasith | " la tho World. 10 cnta  namber,
'F .';ty-l-"lu (,e:ll- , g Monthly—Eighty Pages.

‘DITORS: n. O.M‘rmdcumm

Frod’k U. Ed. Now Oceasdons.
W Tixe: is the feariens advoocate of tho INITIATIVE and

Send Orders and make Remittances Payable to
SYLVESTER KELIHER

504 Trude Building
lmong hundreds of brilliant soriters soho
Chicago il to its pages are
-*:‘L”MD Parsons. I'Nf- Richard T. Ely,
/' : ‘nator Butlor. Herbert N. Caucon.
Order Extra Copies :...;r:” : z'*:r:;.','.:,';{'-a}..
s Sociar, Dwocas will bn farnisbed for s e e g R T8 L
muh , iu luts of 100 or morw, for n.n.#u‘::'nu John P. Altgeld.

. ONE CENT PER COPY
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