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ADVICE TO POPULISTS

FROM MAX S. HAYES, OF THE
CLEVELAND CITIZEN.

Pops are wasting .their time in trying
to help the doomed middle-class.
Socialism is the only panacea.

There has been s0 much printed
about Eugene V. Debs .and thé Social
Democracy of America that is mislead-
ing and untrue that it is a pleasure to
receive assurance from Mr. Debs him-
self that the new order has become
popular despite all obstacles, President
Debs writes as follows:

Most of whai has been printed about
the Bocial Democracy s fiction.  There
has also been a great deal of misrepre-
sentation, some from i1gnorance amnd some
from malice. 'This you understand, ot
course, without explanation. The organ-
ization is spreading as if by magic. We
have already more than three hundred
appldatiops ror charters, and each mail
incremses the number. We are moving
our headquarters to Chicago, and as soon
as we get the offices settled we will

lunge into the campaign of organization.

he organization 18 not an experiment,
but a realization. Watch it! I am to be-
gin at Milwaukee on the 7th,

I know you are too wige to be misled
by the absurd reports that we are going
to follow in the wake of {solated colony
planters. We do expect to take posses-
sion of a state, but this will be incidental
and simply as thé beginning of a cam-
paign which will end only when we have
them all.

Tl_l_e: declaration of principles of the
Social Demorcracy goes to the root of
economic injustice as only socialistic
students are capable of doing, and the
platform, by demanding a “reduction
of the hours of labor in proportion to
the progress of production,” and “the
public ownership of all industries con-
trolled by monopolies, trusts and com-
bines,” as well as other progressive
planks, is one that will satisfy ad-
vanced workingmen.

‘The machinery of the order is con-
structed in  this manner: Local
branches limited to 500 members each;
state unions composed of one repre-
a
national council composed of one rep-
resentative from each state and terri-
tory; an executive board composed of
five members.

On August 1 the executive hoard will
choose three competent persons to se-
lect a state where unemployed and
other members will gradually concen-
trate and acquire political and indus-

No organization since the sudden rise
of the K. of L., a dozen years ago, has
created such wide discussion as - the
Social Democracy. If all agitation on
the part of its founders and organizers
stopped today it woyld nevertheless
have accomplished great good for the
cause of socialism.

The time is ripe for another great
popular revolutionary: movement—one
that will spread to every corner of the
country and prepare the working class
for a new system. We said before, and
we repeat it now, that there are many
hundreds of workingmen in this coun-
try who would follow Eugene V. Debs
to the jaws of hell. He is a genius,
combining the unusual qualities of
being a superb organizer, an eloquent
orator and a brilliant writer. He has
attracted about himself more strong,
devoted gnd sincere men than any in-

dividual since Lincoln—men who ad-

mire and love their chosen leader, who
wonld sacrifice all they possess for
him, and who have but awaited the
word to go among the masses and
proselyte for the cause that he has un-
dertaken,
‘ Though there may be differences of
opinion as to tactics, every Socialist
ought to wish Debs and the Soecial
Democracy Godspeed. Capitalism’s
pityless grip will be the s6oner over-
thrown that the masses are educated to
the real conditions that prevail in this
country. Let the awakening continue!
L I

The Populists of Ohlo will hold a

convention at Columbus on August 10

_and 11. At present the party has no

official standing in this state, and from

|, every sectlon comes authentic informa-

" tion that there is hopeless division in

its ranks. The great reform organiza-
tion was split on the rock of fusion,
and it is impossible to repair the in-
jury ang save the ship from sinking
inte political oblivion.

This fact must be admitted by every
clear-sighted Populist who has watched
political development during the past
eight months. The fight between the

. national committee on the one side and

the press on the other; the action
of the Nashville conference this week
in practically repudiating the fusion
‘wing and forming a dual party organ-

fzation; the formal split in Towa two

two factions it will be war to the
knife, with the advantage in favor of
the former. Already the fusionists are
writing letters and pledging support in
newspaper interviews to McLean's sil-
ver ticket, while the “roaders,” judg-
ing from the tone of their two remain-
ing organs, are becaming more bitter
than ever against the new Democracy.

The indications now are that there
will be a small faction of radical Popu-
lists in the convention prepared to steer
a large slice of the organization into
the Socialist labor party when the
break comes. These men have been
Socialists at heart for several years,
and thought they were on the right
road toward the co-operative common-
wealth while jdentified with the Peo-
ple's party; but now they are con-
vinced they were on the wrong track
and believe the time,. is "at hand to
strike an effective blow for the cause of
socialism,

If the fusionists capture the conven-
tion, which they probably will, the
“roaders” will assuredly bolt if present
threats mean anything. Or even if by
some fluke the latter secure controi the
silverites, if they do not bolt openly,
will .desert to the Democracy during
the campaign. Therefore the “road-
ers,” who are a minority, will in either
case lead but a forlorn hope if they
nominate a ticket.

We believe the middle-of-the-road
men of this state are honest reform-
ers, who hold principles above offices,
and who detest, compromising with
monopoly or its agents, but they lack
sound judgment in attempting to run
counter to cold facts, Many of them
cldim to be socialists: none of them
would object to socialism if it were in-
troduced next week. Then why should
they putter away their time and money
In resurrecting their crippled party
when there is at present a real, uncom-
promising labor party in the field,with
a strong ticket and a model system of
organization, with which they may bhe-
come affiliated? Why should they
make targets of themselves for the
heelers of one or the other old party to
throw mud at?

It is to be hoped that the Ohio mid-
dle-of-the-roaders will not begin wast-
irg another dozen years trying to bring
relief to a conscienceless and bankrupt
middle class; but will join the only la-
bor party in the political arena, the
party that rejects all peace offers from
its enemles——n'xe Socialist Labor party.

e - - .

In his so-called pulpit éditorfal Jast
Sunday the Rev. Louis Banks betrayed
his capitalistic instincts. In criticising
Debs’ colonization scheme, Mr. Banks
referred to the former as a man who is
“in spirit an anarchist,” and that “he
(Debs) has had one term in jail for
lawlessness, and he does not seem to
have learned wisdom by it."”, From -a
casual perusal of the alleged edictorial,
one Is convinced that in Mr. Banks
opinion Debs is an outlaw and crim-
inal.

While we cannot endorse the coloni-
zation plan proposed by Debs,neverthe-
less we have thé highest admiration
and respect for the man. In the eyes
of a vast majority of the organized
wageworkers of this country Debs
stands today as the greatest labor
champion of our time. No man can
‘question his ability or his sincerity,
and none of his cowardly defamers and
detractors dare meet him or any of
his friends in public and debate the
question of his imprisonment or the
causes that led thereto.

If Debs “had one term in jail for
lawlessness,” it is hecause a debauched
scoundrel upon the bench, who did not
dare grant a jury trial, sent him there;
and under similar circumstances and
for the same noble cause Debs would
not hesitate to serve a second term,
Moreover, the organized working peo-
ple of this land testified as to :their
loyalty and faith in him upon his re-
lease from Woodstock jail by organiz-
ing and taking part in the greatest de-
monstration that ever greeted the free-
ing of any prisoner. That mammoth
celebration was in fact the serving of
notice upon plutocracy and its subsi-
dized press and pulpit, its courts and
militia, that its persecutions would be
met by greater solidarity and class-
consciousness, and that labor is learn-
ing to distinguish between its friends
and foes,

The conspiracy to blacken the char-
acter of Debs and ruin him has falled.
The working people do not regard him
as a criminal, though he has served
“one term in jail,” and though prosti-
tuted newspaper scribblers and pulpit
sensational mongers have studiously
attempted to destroy his usefulness.
Here in Cleveland the labor agitators
have evidence n reach that lays
bare all the foul iracies from the
Pullman lockout to the Woodstock jail
doors, and they challenge Debs’ slan-

THE COMING NATION

WHAT THE CO-OPERATORS SAY OF
THE NEW MOVEMENT.

~

The formation of the Social Democracy
places Socialism on a sure foot-
ing in the United States.

The constitution of man s such that
for a long time after he has discovered
the incorrectness of the ideas prevaliing
around him, he shrinks from openly
emancipating himself from their domina-
tion; and, constrained by the force of cir-
cumstances, he becomes a hypocrite, pub-
licly applauding what his private judg-
ment condemns., Dr. J. W. Draper.

When the people“who have been

taught to think what the capitalists
and the capitalist press think, and uot
how to think for themselves; when
they have learned not to pause longer
on the understanding of others, but
to exercise their own understanding,
they will be no longer appalled by the
magnitude of the Social Democratie
program, but rather perceive in it a
beneficent agency for emancipation
from wage slavery and the monstrous
humbug of the ruling and defrauding
classes. When the carping, comfort-
able critics, drunk with their own ver-
bosity, quit raving and begin to re-
flect, they will discover that Socialism
is no longer a matter of theory, but |
a profound and burning question, be-
fore which the doubt and indecision of
the people will vanish as mists dissolve
before the morning sun. “Socialism
in America is impraecticable and im-
possible,” says one leading daily; “it
is opposed to the genius of American
iustitutions,” says another. But some-
how, to the poorly concealed dismay
of the class which defrauds and the
apologists who hoodwink the people, it
strikes its root deeper into American
soil and the American conscience, and
this ‘latest form of it, organized at
Chicago, Is not devoid of interest and
much concern to the hypocritical hosts
of mammon who realize what the suc-
cess of the “Debs movement” means.

Of course it is met with sneers and

italist gluttons for life. Amid the deep-
ening gloom of such conditions re-
deeming the human family from uni-
versal imbecility, now comes this
movement of the Social Democracy, to
uprear a new order of things, and with
a pure motive and peaceful method, to
form “a& more perfect union, establish
Jjustice, insure domestic tranquility,
provide for the common defense, pro-
mote the general welfare and secure
the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity.” It is the eulmina-
ting movement of certain allied forcas
in the struggle for labor with a record
of honesty and sacrifice, and in it cen-
ters the hopes and heart-yearnings of
millions of as loyal and true Américans
as ever loved in peace or hated in
war, * : '

It is an American movement—a nat-
ural and inevitable growth, illustrative
of our ‘national spirit and enterprise,
sympathetic to American genius, har-
monizing with the oldest and the truest
American Ideas—the soul of demoe-
racy and 1776 rekindled and reconse-
crated to liberty—a movement for
America and humanity, for America
and Americans. Let all Americans un-
derstand it and support it. The main
question is, What are its strong and
practicable points? These being de-
termined, the times demand union of
forces to carry them out.

* s .

At this dividing line between insan-
ity and reason it would ill become one
to forget the faithful. When E. V.
Debs, the matchless organizer of the
century, stood before 500 intelligent
and determined men in Chicago and
unfurled the banner of American so-
clalism—when his words borrowed the
wings of .lightning to penetrate every
obscure hamlet and fill every city, then
Disrepute passed away and respecta-
bility was born. And are you not well
repaid, my friends of humble station,
for these years of guiet and constant
agitation? Do you feel no sense of re-
ward for your persistent efforts? I do,
and you should—for without the work
and- sacrifice of these unseen, unsung
heroes .of the cities, crowded streets
and the country's shady lanes, the So-

gibes; of course it is called chimeri-
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cal and hzllpracucable; of cbursa it is
“opposed to the genius of American
institutions,” in the estimation of ben-
eficiaries of the spurious Americanism
now prevailing. But it can easily be-
come the Initiative of the most im-
poriant chapter in the history of the
Western  world—an  époch-making
movement, It is an effort to do some-
thing to reljeve human suffering, en-
large human liberty and secure hu-
man happiness. This is its recom-
mendation, and will coastitute its
strength with the people, The critics
who offer no better plan, or no plan
at all, in such times as we are living
in, will do well to abuse sparingly the
sincere men and women who, under a
two-fold movement, industrial and po-
litieal, appreciate the need -of some-
body doing something besides sneer-
ing and lying and preaching content to
human beings who have been driven
from their birthright and enslaved by
the cormorants of capitalism. Wheth-
er the privileged in this dear America
like it or not the people are rapidly ap-
proaching that stage where they will
prefer the commune to the cormorant
and economic freedom to a political
fetich. Millions are in actual need,
victims of enforced idleness; homes
gene, familics divided; sincere, honest
and useful men, heart-broken and fam-
ishing, tramp the city streets and the
country roads in their native” land,
where one set of “patriot” scoundrels|
make the laws for their own benefit
and another set administer them for a
share in the plunder,

Other millions are losing their small
savings and smaller  opportunities;

general bankruptey confronts the in-

dividual merchant or manufacturer
who is ignorant of the economic |
which is breaking him; the professions

SOCIAL DEMOCRAT to the

will be acknowledged in our

strange mien and full of terrors.
stead the bow of promise hangs low
in the sky and encourages those by
reason of whose labors it is there to
renewed and persistent activity,

In-

The formation of the Social Democ-
racy at Chlcago places Socidlism in
the United States beyond the power of
its enemies to throttle. The organiza-
tion is officered by honest and capable
men—men who have passed through
the fires of trial and came out unscath-
ed. It starts with a platform. that in-
cludes every demand needed to bring
peace and plenty to the toil g (and
idle. American millions. It stai * with
the active opposition of the plutocratic
press in whose eyes the idea is wild
and visionary. As usual, the dear,
good “dailles fear' the poor, beloved
workingman is to be deceived.

T{ beloved workingmen—part of

e

then at least—may take no stock in the
dailles, and should a majority do so
the MoKinley prosperity, which these
samp papers advocated, will be contin-
ued bn & more distressing scale,

APPEAL TO REASON

THE “ONE HOSS PHILOSOPHER”
INTRODUCED TO OUR READERS.

Gems of thought collected for the ben-
efit of the new Social Demacrats.
Clever sayings of a clever man,

The money question is a back num-
ber with students of political economy.
It is to be used to play on the credulity
of the people, as the tariff was.for a
hundred years. Get down to bottom

facts.

LA

Seventy children out of each 100 em-
ployed in the glass works of Indiana
die before they reach 19 years. Did
you ever hear about the horrors of Si-
beria? or the great palaces of the
Vanderbilts and Webbis® . Did you ever
—but no matter, children are cheap.
The laboring people* produce them
spontaneously and the supply exceeds
the demand so if some are wasted it
makes no difference. Say, brother, have
You any eyes or ears or sense?

-

The people of the United States built
all her railroads, telegraphs, factories,
farms and homes, and foreigners never
furnished either labor or material, gold
or silver. How, then, pray tell me,
does it come that any foreign owner-
ship of American securities can be
honest? We have gent to foreigners in
the past 36 years 2,278 millions of dol-
lars more in merchandise, gold and
silver than they have sent us, and there
could be no balance due them to ex-
change for American property. Who
is beihg buncoed?

*

“The process of unifying the interests
of the Northern Pacific and Great North-
ern systems of rallway has been going on
for the last three months in_conferences
in London, Berlin and New York.”

So says a dispatch. See how and by

whom “American” railroads are oper-
ated? America for Americans, eh?
Why, this pauper nation is too poor to
own anything. It is only a depen-
dency of London and Berlin and all
the people would starve if the foreign
lords and ladies did not pour their
wealth on us. They have fed and
clothed and sheitered us and built these
railroads for us! Yes, indeed. And
“our' railroads ‘and banks aund indus-
tries generally belong to foreigners,
who meet in foreign cities and regu-
late our use of “our" great institu-
tions! And we are proud of being Am-
ericans!

. .

The U. S. district judge from Illinois
went to Indianapolis and told the peo-
ple there that they must pay the street
car company five cents fare, their state
senate, house and governor to the con-
trary notwithstanding. Now the Su-
preme Court of Indiana has decided
that the law reducing the fare to three
cents i{s legal, and the people have a
right to ride for three cents. Here we
find two courts, each claiming its right
in the premises, in antagonism. Feel-
ing is getting bitter, and the fool peo-
ple still refuse to see that all the rob-
bery and bribery grows out of the city
granting franchises instead of operat-
ing street cars herself. One of these
judges must eat his decision. Both
can't stand. 1If the U, 8. judge's order
stands then the people of a state or city
have no right to make or enforce any
laws., Then it will be time to have
states - disorganized and pass the sole
controi of all people and property un-
der the despotism of juiges who are
not elected. Let it come. Fools are
unfit to play at government.

-

If we expunge from the pay roll of
society all those who are non-produc-
tive, or produce nothing useful, there
will be such an abundance for the use-
ful workers that it would be incon-
sumable if they worked eight hours
daily. Take out all lawyers, preach-
ers, moet of the medical fraternity, all

e old parties have fed you on con-
tinually. ‘decreasing wages for years,
and now tell you that you must come
to the European level. The populists
are fused to death. The. Social De-
moctacy comes to you with a new and
enlatged program and asks your lnvu-j
tigaion—not blind belief. If you are

4soning being, capable of forming
intelligent conclusions, and the plan
of Steial Democracy will benefit you, |
you lshould know it. If it will not,!
therq fs no in knowing the reason

page will be found the
ent of “The New Time,” a

speculators, gamblers, three-fourths of
the merchants, all the saloons, all trad-
ers, all idle people or people living on
interest, rent or profit, all public ofi-
cials who produce nothing, all those
engaged in producing useless or vicious
books, papers, pictures or teachings,
all those engaged in producing adver-
tising, war equipments, adulterations
for cheating and ewindling, all engaged
in producing unnecessary mills, facto-
ries, machines, roads, etc., when there
are already more than are needed to
produce all we can use. Then if you
add to this all the labor that is engaged
at production of useful articles with
crude and obsolete implements, and
take only as many of these as are
needed to produce with the best scien-
tific appliances, and you will have a
faint idea of the awful, criminal waste
'this system, and the enormous lpss

The plutocratic papers are awfully
afraid Debs will make a living out of
the new Social Democracy! They would
like to see him starve while giving his
life and abilities to lessen the woes of
the laboring masses. But it’s all right
when McKinley draws $50,000 a year
and $200,000 for white house expenses
for delivering the laboring Samsons
into the lap of the capitalistic Delilahs.
That's different, you know. Debs is
one of the greatest organizers of men
in modern history and a man whom °
capitalists would gladly pay many
thousands a year to get him to advise
the laboring people to be contented to
be robbed by them. Debs gets $1,200 a
yedr as the head of the greatest in-
dustrial movement to help the masses
of the century—a mean salary to what
his abilities would command-if applied
to selfich ends. The “Appeal” will give
him a greater salary to take the field
for it—and make money by it. What
the capitalists are frightened at is the
fear that he will put several thousand
workers in a way to largely escape
the tribute exacted by the monopolists.
Debs is honest; if he were not monop-
oly money would soon bribe him as it
has bribed so many men who have
gained the confidence of the laboring
people—look at Powderly. Debs has
an energy that challenges admiration.
Debs has ideas and knows how to ex-
press them. No man in so short a time
ever gained the love and confidence of
Bo many people or the hate and fear
of s0o many capitalists. That capital-
ists hate Debs i the best evidemce of
his faithfulness to labor. Hé is a true
friend of labor.

.

Equal opportunities for everybody
in this country eh? Believe that be-
cause it has been crammed down your
throat from childhood eh? 1 notice
that yourg Vanderbilt at college has
nine body servants. Your son has the
same opportunities eh? The money
for young Vanderbilt is worked out of
the masses of the people—you among
the number—why don't you do like-
wise? Why don't you give your boy
the advantage of Yale or Harvard with
luxurious surroundings and servants?
You have the same opportunity. You
can bribe congress and legislators and
build railroads out of public funds just
+like these nabobs. Why don’t you do
it? Haven't you the brains? Well, if
you haven’t the brains to see and take
advantage of these “equal opportuni-
ties,” how do you know they are
equal? How do you know something
about what you don’'t know anything
about. I'll bet you don't know what
the words “equal opportunity” mean.
If you did you would not assert there
is equal opportunity for men in this
or any other country on earth. Every
one can’t be millionaires—if one is,
many must be poor, for there is no
opportunity for them to be otherwise.
There can be one king—but there can-
not be opportunity for millions of a
nation to be kings with power over
their fellows. The same is true of prop-
erty—there is only a limited amount.
If a few get it all there are no oppor-
tunities for others to get any. I used
to think every one courd get along just
as slick as T did by doing as I did. It
every one had tried it we'd all have
starved, for I did not produce any-
thing. We are all entitled to the exer-
cise and development of our individ-
ual capacities, and that, too, without
paying tribute tQ other men. This is
impossible with private ownership of
the earth and the machinery of pro-
duction and distribution. I got prop-
erty that others created because I cun-
ningly possessed myself of the oppor-
tunities that other men must have and
made them pay no tribute. All for-
tunes are so gained. I notice that
O'Donohue has just died in New York.
He got a great write up and his plet-
ure in the papers because he had rob-
bed the American people of millions
by selling them coffee at more than it
should have been sold for. Great man.
He took the “opportunity” of fleecing
his fellows who could not all go into
the coffee trade—except by the govern-
ment importation and ' distribution—
and that they refuse to do because
trained by the O’'Donohues not to do so
—that such as he would have the “op-
portunity” to get rich at their expense,
A child born today will have the same
opportunity of getting a home or a
farm as the children of 50 years ago,
who had the oppdrtunity of getting it
for-$1.26 an acre?! These older chil-
¢ren have the opportunity of leaving
their children of today a farm. See
the “equal opportunity?” Go'study up.

“Every noble work seems at first im-
possible,” said Carlyle. There are
many Socialists who thus regard “the
noble work” in which the Social De-
mocracy is engaged. The success of
the work will justify the means.

“The end of the government is the
good of mankind,” is John Locke's
formula. Democracy was not much of
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The hberation of the peoplé must
cxme through the masses, and not
through the classes.

After you have read the Social Dem-
ocrat, hand it to your neighbor. Read-
ing socialistic papers will make sceial-
ists.

A place of honor awaits the first
branch that reaches the limit of mem-
bership—500. Now let's see where the
best hustlers are.

The “glorious” Fourth of July re-
minded sonie of us that there are four
million men out of work in this coun-
try at the present time.

Reform through the Republican or
Democratic parties is impossible as
long as you co-operate with them.
Remember, parties are made up of in-
dividuals,

become the servant of its-producgr
not its master, as at present.  The
cial Democrats have as thelr mission
this reconstruction.
A . A

Mankind k»ooul‘gglted for mutual
benefits, or for general “cussedness.”
We have experienced the latter phase;
let us make a radical change and in-
augurate the former.

‘Wealth, the product of labor, m l(
d
So-

Christianity (as Christ taught it) is
good enough socialism. “‘Bear ye one
another’s burdens and so fulfill the
law of Christ."” That is inter-depend-
ence—not independence,

Earnest friends of the cause predict
that there will be two hundred thou-
sard members enrolled under the ban-
ners of the Social Democracy by the
end of the present year.

In organizing branches of the Social
Democracy in cities it is advisable to

organize them by wards. This will be

of great advantage later on when
these branches can form the nucleus
of the political organization.

The “Glorious Fourth,” with its
noise and smoke, its spread-eagle bluff
and bluster, has come -and gomne, but
the grand army of the unemployed, the
poor and despondent citizens of the
richest country on earth are marching
on.

The Social Democracy asks for evo-
lution and not for revoplution; for
equity and not equality; for employ-
ment and not for charity; for one law
and not for class legislation; for state
government for every citizen and not
.for the plutocratic rule of the bribe-
giving capitalist,

The real guestion to be solved today
is, How shall the producer become the
owner of the whole product of his toil?

.And this question can be answered
only by the people in their collective
cnpmity becoming the owners of the

- means of industrial production and

distribution.—Jesse Cox.

We demand that “the common in-

terests of the ‘people,” such as pure
air and water, land, lght, power,
transportation and ownership of all

highways on land and water, sahita-
pro-

tion, education, entertainment,
duction and distribution be owned by
the people and for their benum.

order."—(Adopted by
vention June 21.)

Ilinois. | Take trom men their rights (which

should be inalienable) in the bounties
of nature and their freedom and inde-
pendence is torn from them. 'l'\hey are
no longer freemen but slaves or worse,
mere machines. In that case even
Shylock #poke the truth. “You take
away my house when you do take the
prop that doth sustain my house; you
take away my life, when you do take
away the means whereby I live.” '

One of the common mistakes about
socialism is that it involves the divi-
gion ‘or “sharing up” of property.
This idea is, of course, erroneous and
absurd, yet nine out of ten of the men
who talk without thinking will tell
you that their chief objection to social-
fsm is, “that a ‘man is entitled to what
he earns.,” Of course he is, and the
gocialist not only believes in that prin-
ciple, but goes farther, and aims, to
give the man who labors the full prod-
uct of his labor. -

\The fatuity with which men pursue
phantoms is one of the mysteries of
human existence. It has long been a
demonstrated fact that 97 per cent of
the persons who engage in business are
inevitably doomed to ultimate failure.
The system is such that it permits only
three persons in a hundred to win out
and escape whole. Is it not strange
that men should continue to so ener-
getically support a system which dem-
onstrably condemns 97 per cent of
them to ruin? The average ‘“‘business”
man is as ignorant as Thompson's colt
—he swam a river of pure water in or-
der to drink out of a mudhole on the
other shore.

One who is inclined to philogophize a
bit on the events of this life cannot fail
to perceive the utter incongruity and
inharmoniousness of prevalent social
teaching., *“The Discontent .of the
Masses” is a mighty theme which fur-
nishes many of our high-priced di-
vines. with material for flowery ser-
mons almost without end; college
profe:?!i, economists. and statesmen
promuigate learned essays on this sub-
jéct, and occupy themselves almost in-
cessantly with devising schemes to
allay the discontent of the masses and
induce men to remain quietly in
that station of life “to which it has
pleased God to call them.” And yet
the very bottom principle of our whole
social theory s discontent. Eliminate
the philosophy which teaches men to
rise in the world, to advance from the
station in life in which they were
born to a higher one, to refuse to re-
main contentedly in that station in
life “to which it has pleased God to
call them," and the prevalent social
theory is deprived of its vital force—
it remains a mere husk, a body without
a soul. What must we think of a the-
ory which continually leads men to re-
pudiate their own teachings?

" How to Organize a Branch,

For the henefit of hundreds of cor-
respondents who are anxious to organ-
ize a branch of the Social Democracy
the following information is given:

Five members can start a local
branch. The admission fee which must
be remitted to the National Council, is
25 cents for each member. "No extra
charge made for the charter. The
monthly- dues, payable to the National
Council, are 15 cents for every mem-
ber, for which they will recelve free
a copy of the Soclal Democrat. Mem-
bership cards are furnished free. Local
dues may be fixed by the local branch.
Secretaries should send in only the
names of those members who have paid
their initiation fee and dues.

Members joining before the 15th of
the month must pay dues for that
month; those joining after the 15th,
begin to pay dues on the 1st of the fol-
lowing menth, Constitutions, blanks,
ete., furnished by Secretary 8. Keliter
upon application. Remember, every
reputable person is eligible for mem-
bership and neither sex, race nor color
operate as a bar.

The Social Democracy.

Beginning with the next issue the
Social Democrat will appear as a week-
ly. The size of the paper will be in-
creased from four to eight pages, just
as soon as the increase in membership
warrants the additional expense.

Among the permanent features of
the Social Democrat will be extracts
from the leading reform papers of the
world. We begin in this issue with

the National con- |

| to two hundred dollars -per month. But

starva-
tion, But even these wages are di-
minished by long periods of enforced

the time. The miner of bitum-
inous ¢oal is a mere slave whose lot,
even when times are good, is so hard
that it would seem that death is pre-
'ferable to it. i

The conditions under which these
miners now work are totally unneces-
sary. If sufficient labor should be ex-
pended upon mining, and the right sort
of appliances were used, both the dan-
ger and the hardships under which the
work is now performed would be al-
most totally removed. But competi-
tion forces down the price of coal, and
the capitalist mine owners recoup them-
gelves from their loss of profits due to
competition, by cutting the pay of their
employes, and economizing in such a
way that they do not use the means
which they might use for making the
miners’ conditions bearable.

The time was, not so very long ago,
when the miner earned in some cases,
as high as one hundred and fifty dollars

these times appear to have gone for
ever; or at least for so long as the
mines are oWned by private capitalists.
Wages have been cut year after year,
until now the wages paid scarcely en-
able a miner to live at all; and this has
happened notwithstanding the strong
unions existing among miners, and the
many strikes which have occurred..
The union and the strike are neces-
sities. Let no man decry them. With-
out them, the miner's lot would be even
worse than it is. But it is perfectly
clear that the union and the strike,
cannot prevent the continued fall of
wages, nor permanently better the lot
of the miner. Not until the people, by
their government, shall own and oper-
ate the mines, can the miners hope for
any improvement in their condition.
Witk government ownership of mines,
the price of coal could be regulated
80 as to enable the miners to get their
old time wages; the condition of the
miners could and would be improved
in every way; the best appliances
would be used, the mines kept so.as
‘to be safe, and the work carried on
under the best conditions possibie.
Let the miners join the Social
Democracy of America, and unite with
other workingmen to acquire the po-
litical power by means of the ballot.
Until this is accomplished the miners
cannot hope for any permanent im-
provement in their condition.

A Word to Crities.

As the official organ of the Social
Democracy of America, a movement

that was organized not for
mere - discussion, but for vig-
orous action along lines cal-

culated to bring “On BEarth Peace,
Good Will Toward Men,"” the Social
Democrat has neither the space nor the
inclination to enter into a polemical
contest with the numerous critics,
great and small, wise and otherwise,
who have sprung from the earth like
the warriors of Cadmus, armed cap-
a-ple, and with lances couched to do
the Social Democracy to death. The
Social Democrat -has more important
work on hand,and life is altogether-too
short to waste any more of it than
is absolutely necessary in discussing
ways and means to bring about a de-
gired result. However, a few words
to .critics will not be out bf place at
this time.

The movement, social, political, mor-
al or religious, which is able to estab-
lish itself in this age of the world
without evoking criticism cannot
amount to much, and, as a general
proposition, the extent of the critieism
evoked is a pretty fair criterion by
which to judge of the importance of
the movement. ' Measured by this rule,
the Social Democracy is certainly some
pumpkins. . i it

The promoters of the Social Democ-
racy expeeted criticism, and it is a
source of infinite satisfaction to them:
to perceive that, amid the avalanche
of criticism -which has been showered
upon the movement from all sources,
they have so far been absolutely hun-
able to pick out a single original
thought, they have encountered net a
single objection that had not been an-
ticipated beforehand. |

This applies not only to the opehly-
avowed enemies of the movemen{ in
all its details, but also to those self-
constituted high priests of socialism
who profess sympathy with the ends
of the Social Democracy, but.
with the means employed for the
tainment of those ends. For

er two general heads: 1
‘Those who ' criticize
y historical standpoint and

dict fallure simply and solely :b
other w,ooozl:av,e w
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it is not too much to say they are much
better informed concerning the prac-
tical bearing of those historical fail-
ures on the present experiment than:
are the glib writers who compile their
learned essays from the encyclopedias
and furnish them/'to the newspapers at
space rates. The promoters of the So-
clal Democracy are fairly well posted
in.the history of co-operative experi-
ment; they have studied it analytically
in order that the causes of faflure
might be detected and eliminated from
the present experiment.. There is no
parallel between the Social Democracy
and the co-operative failures.of the
past. The movement which ap-
proaches nearest to the present one, so
far as conceplion of ends goes, is the
Fourieristic movement which swept
over this country in the decade be-
tween 1840-50.. This movement had
for its supporters such men as Horace
Greéley, George William  Curtis,
Charles A, Dana, Albert Brisbane, Wil-
liam Ellery Channing, and a host of
others equally able and noted. The
movement took the form'of a National
association which had for its object,
in the language of an address issued by
Channing, who was the ldealist par
excellence of the movement: “To in-
doctrinate the whole people of the
United States with the principles of as-
sociate unity. To prepare for the time
when the nation, like one man, shall
reorganize its townships on the basis
of perfect justice.”

Beginning with the township as its
unit of operations, this movement was
expected to spread until it revolution-
ized the states and finally converted
the United States into a vast assocla-
tive, or, what we of the present day
would call co-operative commonwealth,

It maintained a national associa-
tion,- and sent forth national lee-

one, to indoctrinate the people with
this idea; and during the period of its
existence it had a vast number of lo-
cal associations in all parts of the
country north of Mason and Dixon's

labor struggles.
From

refrain from the despairing wife and

The mine is no onger profitable
wage for the miner, and so the mine,
4the owner and of high wages to the

proswrity comes back n.
ill it come? Let time answer.

has the sympathy, t

is triumphant. .
I the competitive war which

tion they can never build up again.

What ie the remedy? Thereisb
of mines, so that instead of being o
the individual they shall be operated
welfare,

line and east of the Mississippi.. But
the movement failed. And why?

The present day student of sociology
does not need to be told that Fourjer's
system, which formed the ultimate
fdeal toward which -the associationists
tended, although its practical details
were never put completely into opera-
tion, was essentially unsound. Scien-
tific investigation within the past half
century has corrected the mistakes of
Fourierism, and has proved that even
if the people of the United States had
been induced to accept the doctrines
of the associationists completely they
would have been disappointed, as it
was impossible for the system to work
out its ideal results. .

Coupled with this nescience which
characterized the movemen. itself,
there was an économic factor of im-
mense importance standing in its way
which would have rendered it futile in-
dependently of its scientific character.
Capitalism proper had not fairly got
on its feet in the United States at
that time, and there was probably not
one person in a million who under-
stood its true nature, Opportunities for
‘individual advancement within the
competitive system were still numer-

(ous; there was no permanent class of

unemployed—although wages were
not high, there was still employment

1for all who sought it, at wages suffi-

cient to supply the reciplents with
such fare as was demanded by their
standard of living; there were no
millionaires and no involuntary pau-
pers who were able bodied; the best
resources of the country were still un-
developed, and practically free land
might be had on almost all sides. In
short, men had not yet been discip-
the necessity for a change
of system, and such strength as the
Associationist movement developed
came almost wholly from sentiment—
& mighty weak bond of union in such
cases, and one that cannct be depend-

{ed on when unsupported by material

turers, of whom Charles A. Dana was |

DEBS ON THE MINERS' STRIKE.

The strike of the coal miners is without a parallel in the annals of
It is a strike of both employes and employers, the former
against starvation and the latter against bankruptcy and ruin. ..

the black mouth of the mine issues the wail of the famishing
miner and from his hovel habitation comes in accents sad arnd clear the

some mysterious way the pall is lifted and some measure of the former

In this sad struggle to save his child from the wolf of want, the miner

ie teprs of the country, but these will not help him.

He is battling against cruel conditions which are as inexorable as fate and
all we can do is to stand by him as best we can and hope for the best.

In contemplating this strange and tragic struggle, but one conclusion

is possible. The competitive commercial system has done its worst, and

in the mining industry, the rock bottom has been reached. The trust alone

raged long and fiercely, profits have been

reduced to nil and wages to starvation. Both employer and employe are
exhausted. Under the system that leveled them
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critics, admitting the general sound-
ness of their evolutionary hypothesis,
is it not possible that they are pushing
it to excess? Gentlemen, are you
quite sure that there are no neglected
eiements in the problem which you
have reasoned out so mnicely, a disre-
garded factor which might enter into
your formula and vitiate the result
you so confidently and scientifically
(si¢) 'predict? The human mind is so
constituted that it can generalize much.
more readily than it can particularize;
that is, men can perceive the general
results of known facts when many of
the important details which go to
make up those results, namely, other
facts equally well known, but not suf-
ficlently comsidered, almost entirely
escape their notice. They thus become
slaves to hard and fast theories, and
devote their lives to the working out
of results which, when attained, prove
to be something quite different than
their cherished theories had promised
them. This is especially true in the
domain of sociology. We are con-
stantly running up against the results
of imperfect generalization in politics
and governments, through failure to
properly predict all the movements of
Alexander Hamu:lton's “Great Beast,"
the people.

Nothing can be clearer than Karl
Marx's summing up of the historical
tendency of capitalist accumulation:

One capitalist always kills many. Hand
in" hand with this centralization, or this
expropriation of many caplitalists by (uw_.
develop, on'an ever increasing scale, the
co-operative form of the labor process,
the consclous technical application ot
sclence, the methodjcal cultivation of the
soll, the transformation of the instru-
ments of labor into Instruments of labor
only usable in the ecc izing
of all means of production by their use
as the means of production of combined,
socialized labor, the entanglement of all
peoples in the net of the world-market,
and with this, the international character
of the capitalistic regime. Along with
the constantly diminisking number of the
magnates of capital, who usurp and
monopolize all advantages of this process
lof transférmation, grows the mass of
| misery, oppression, slavery, degradation,
| exploitation; but with this, too, grows the
revolt of the working-class, a class al-
ways increasing in numbers, and disel-
plined, united, organized by the very. me-
chanism of the process of capitalist pro-

duction itself. ‘The monopoly of capital
becomies a fetter on the mode of produc-
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suffering child. .
to the operator, nor yields up aliving
once the sonrce of untold wealth to
miner, is abandoned by both until in

lown to ruin and starva-

ut one. Itis the collective ownership
rated for “profit” in the interest of
y the whole people for their common

’ E. V. DEBS.

ltlon itself. The monopoly of capital be-
comes a fetter on the mode of production,
which has sprung up and flourished along
with and under it. Centralization of the
means of production and soclalization of
labor at last reach a int where they
become Incompatible with thelr capital-
Istic integument. This Integument is
burst asunder, The knell of capitalist
private property sounds. The expropria-
tors are expropriated.

This is a generalization of facts
which we can see with wonderful dis-
tinetness, being worked out under
our very eyes. There can be no doubt
about the ultimate of the process; the
expropriators wiil be expropriated. But
does this admirable generalization take
account of all the elements which en-
ter into the process it describes and
does it, therefore, justify the hard and
fast theory of the followers of its
author? 4

Were it possible to unerringly pre-
dict the movements of that mass of
“misery, oppressicn, degradation, ex-
ploitation,” created by the machinery
of capitalist production, we might safe-
ly bank on a theory which rests on so
sound a basis-and content ourselves
with waiting for the evolutionary pro-
cess to work out its final results. .

But, unfortunately, or rather, fortu-
nately, as some think, that is just what
we are unable to do. The movements
of that mass of misery and degradation
are wholly unpredictable, It is not
certain that the mass will consent to
accommodate itself to the necessities
of a sclentific theory. It may do some-
thing entirely différent than it is ex-
pected to do, and so kick all the evo-
lutionary fat into the fire. The class-
‘consclousness, the discipline and or-
ganization which result from the de-
velopment of the capitalistic labor
process is potential to act in a number
of different directions; it may assist
and hasten the .progress of human
emancipation, and it may set back the
hands of the clock of human progress
and plunge humanity into a cataclysm
of terror from which it will take ages
to recover. Wisdom would seem to
dictate some provisions for the control
of this mess, so that its potentialities
may

race in its forward march may be as-
sisted by those who have a knowledge |
of the conditions of the problem and -
by directing otherwise uncontrollable
not only be assured, but brought that
much nearer—the period of struggle
may be both eéased and considerably

effort is not necessarily in antagonism
to what is going on in the unconscious
stage. More often it is a continuation,
an extension, an acceleration of a pro-
cess already begun.”

It is very easy for the historian to
show how much service has been ren-
dered to mankind by fierce struggles,
by war, civil dissensions, economic
competition. * But does it therefore fol-
low that equally good ends can never
be attained at less cost? To argue
thus is to proceed like certain Indians
who are sald to cut down the fruit tree
when they wish to pluck-the fruit, or
like Charles Lamb's Chinaman, who
burnt down his house every time he
wanted to enjoy the luxury of roast
pig. Are we to have so much faith in
the blind passions of human nature
than in what ¢an be done by conscious
effort?

We have at the present time a vast
army of workers who have been ut-
terly cast off from the present system
rendered superfluous by the machinery
of production, and deprived of all
chance of regaining economic status
except by a radical change in the sys-
tem of production. This army, the in-
dustrial reserves, is created and con-
tinually being extended by the ma-~
chinery of capitalism. Its members
are being degraded tc the lowest depths
of animality, deprived of their inde-
pendence, their best attributes of man-
hood and womanhood, and subjected
to a prceess of slow ‘starvation that
is horrible to contemplate, To hold
that this is a necessity, to say that
these people must continue to suffer,
must continue to sacrifice themselves
for the assumed good of the race,
must continue to die like rotten sheep
in order that they may be used to
fertilize the soil from which shall
grow the tree of human liberty and
human rights—this is a contemptible
theory, unworthy the intelligence of
rational human beings, fit only to be
placed beside the fatalistic conceptions
of the followers of Mahomet. A science
which has nothing better. than this
to offer the human race is not worthy
the name of “science,”” To pick up
these people and show them that there
is-hope, to still the terrible promptings
of desperation in their breasts, to re-
move them entirely from their envi-
ronment of misery and place them
in training in an environment of inde-
pendence and true humanity thus
making them competent to properly !
administer their inheritance when
they shall enter into it—this is sure-
1y a desirable thing to do, and it is not

sources of those who look for the re-
generation of society,

‘We have reached a nt in the evo-
lution of our industrial system where
it is absolutely necessary that some-
thing of this kind should be done for
the outcasts if we expect to escape the
explosion of forces which we cannot
centrol. Political power naturally fol-
lows, it does not precede economic
power. To depend on the conquest of
political power solely to attain the ends
of socialism is to subject the human
race to a great mass of wholly avoid-
able miseries. It is also to degrade
your political material and render it
80 entirely slavish in instinct that it
will be entirely unable to appreciate
or know the face of freedom when it
hgs it in its grasp. There is danger
from this source that mankind will
finally, if left to follow the dreary
ccurse that has been outlined for it,
merely exchange one form of slavery
for another. The economic and polit-
ical movements may well proceed on
parallel lines and supplement instead
of antagonizing each other,

The Social Democrat will devote its
energies to building up the Social De-
mocracy of America, confident in the
belief that the movement is in the best
interests of humanity and of rational
socialism. It expects criticlsm, but
cannot devote space which must be
used for more important work to a
consideration of objections offered,
unless, perchance, among theé mass of
puerilities directed against the Soclal
Democracy it shall sometimes be able '
to discover an original thought The
Sccial Democracy will proceed in con-
fidence until it is either a demonstrat-
ed failure or sees the consummation
of its hopes—"“On Earth Peace, Good
Will Toward Men.”

The American Railway union has
been merged into the Sacial Democracy
of America, and it is proposed to estab-
lish a commonwealth, which, “although
it will not make all men equal, physic-
ally or mentally, will give to every
worker the free exercise and full bene-
fit of his faculties, multiplied by all
the modern factors of civilization, and
ultimately inaugurate the universal
brotherhood of 'men.” Bugene V.
Debs, the author of the plan, believes
the time is ripe for such a movement,
and points to the constantly Increasing
army of uncmployed as evidence that
other measures of relief have proven
unavailing. While the dream of estab-
lishing & co-operative commonwealth

elenients, the fival consummation may =

shortened. 1In the words of Prof. =
Ritchie, “What is effected by conscious .

beyond the intelligence Mor thew pg=" - ==
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| ““'n. Wm withers, m'm ‘world

As this Is the last address I shall
make in America for several months, I
desire to say a few things, not to the
general public, but to all who are en-
gaged in social’veform work of any
kind. I wish to speak of the personal
likes and dislikes that hinder our work,
and of the need of tolerance and com-
radship among social reformers,

. Our great ' socialistic movement
should be free from all petty jealousies
and scandals and cliques and phar-
isaism and ail such relics of a competi-
tive individualism, We have no time
10 run around with a'microscope, hunt-
ing for flaws and blemishes on our
friends; and we should know enough
HOL Lo measure any man or woman by
tia standard of perfection.

' Humanity is more than any man,
and . we should deal with prineiples
more than with persons. A man who
is small enough to make his memory

'a safety deposit vauit fof spites and
grudges is not big enongh to be a re-
former.

Don’t let  an  hour’s disagreement
overthrow. years of friendship,  and
even if a fellow-worker makes a mis-
_take, don’t forrt all the good work
he did in the past Even a pugilist
gives a man ten seconds to get up. Re-
member that difference of opinion is
one of the grand results of human
progress. i

The weakness of the Irish Home
Rule party has been its lack of friend-
ship and mutual distrust. Bach one
wants to be the leader, and insinuates
that the others are “traitors” or “in-
formers.”

There are so few thinkers and re-
formers of any kind that they should
never quarrel. In every city there are
twenty dummies to one man, The
streets and colleges and churches are

- full of-thé unburied dead. Living men
should feel too lonely to wrangle and
fight.

. There are about a million ways by

. which we may arrive at the co-opera-
tive commonwealth, so why should we
fight abont' methods? Don't quarrel
about bridges till you come to the
river.

The present question is not which
reform shall come first, but whether
we shall have any reform at-all. While
we are squabbling about which is the
best brand of powder, our rifles are
being stolen away. ¥

We are at present a defeated, thrash-
€d, thrown-down nation of peasantry.
‘We have no longer a social “problem;"
it is a struggle for life.

The trade unions are fighting now,
not for higher wages or a shorter day,
but for “recognition,”—for the right
to exist.

The political question is not how to |

e wdoash.the people-to vote right, but how

™

to get their votes counted when they
do vote right. In the city of Lynn
alone 600 votes were thrown out, in the
last election. .

No impartial man can doubt that
Bryan was the real choice of the Amer-
ican people.

The industrial question at present is
not how to get the full reward of your
labor, but how to get any kind of a
job. €
Millions are strugeling, not for more
money, hut just to keep what they
have; not to get homes of their own,
but to escape the poor house and the
jail,

The terrible question now is, not
what is the best legislation to work for,
“but whether legislative reform is pos-
sible at all, so long as monopolies
exist.

" 1f we pass a city law in favor of the
masses, it is vetoed by the states; if
we capture the state, we are undone
by congress; if we controMed congress,

. we are not rich enough to buy the

senate; and towering above the senate,
stand the president and the omnipo-
tent supreme court, with the army and
navy at their command.

Every department of government is
now controlled by Mark Hanna, The
man who was only a nightmare a year
ago, i8¢ now a horrid fact,

The most infamous labor-crusher of
the century is in power. Everything
yields to his whip. The king-maker
and slave-maker has become the gov-
ernment. He is master of the rabbit
congress, a ground hog senate, and a
sawdust president.

He is the overseer who has been ap-
pointed by the monopolists to manage
their, plantation, and subdue their
slaves. I do not denounce him as an
individual, because he'is more than an
individual. Just as Debs is the incar-
nation of discontent and poverty, so
Hanna is the incarnation of monopoly.

‘What does this new Social Democra-

' oy of Chicago mean? It means that the
people are being driven back to bar-
barism, The bees have made the honey,

 and now they are voluntarily leaving

the hive, and striking for the woods,

: _to  “better 'their condition.” Siberia

jcan unemployed.
g L rot of degeneracy has be-
\is republic. In this fair

.{buried in

“has become a social ideal to the Amer- |

and hellish assaults on little girls, How
could anarchy be worse?
| Surely, then, this is no time for pri-
vate squabbles, and dislikes, and huffs,
and pouts, and sulks, and moral lazi-

When a man is drowning, what does
It matter whether he is saved with a
manilla rope or a dish cloth? :

If you have suffered a personal
wrong, think of the nation’s - wrong
and forget your own; if you have a pri-
vate affliction, sink it in the sorrow
of the race. :

Why do you expect reward or grati-
tude for doing right?” A peach tree
asks no reward for bearing peach

men 1to
. with and this em-
said to them:
don’t blame you! 1 ad-
quit! I would pay you
I could, but I can't! I have

sympathy for you, but I can’t help you.

I am powerless.’ il
“In the coal mining business rock

 bottom has been reached, and there is,

in my opinion, but one escape from the
heart remding conditionis .which now
prevail in this business. That is .col-
lective ownership of the coal mines
and co tive operation.

Look at the ants and worms playing
their parts faithfully without any med-
als or applause. Why can we not also
be true to our highest thoughts and
feelings and play a useful part in the
universe?

The only life worth living after all
is that of a reformer. Hitch your
wagon to justice; that is immortality.

There'll come a time some day when
all the churches shall be made over
into public libraries, and museums, and
schools, and gymnasiums, and lecture
halls. ;i

Instead of 350 dingy factories in
Lynn, there will be only ten or twelve,
but larger, healthier, and better built
than dny factory is today.

Travel on the railroads will be as
free as travel on the sidewalks, and
everyone will work two or three hours
a day.

Rent, profits and interest will be
the same grave witnh the
doctrine of “‘toqu depravity.”

The last eccleslastic shall bury the
last monopolist. Pierpont Morgan shall
be looked upon as we today look upon
Capt. Kidd and Jesse James,

The war between the money power
and the people will seem as unreal as
the war between the first settlers and
the Indians,

Conservatives will declare that
everybody knew socialism would have
to come and little children will listen
with horror and amazement to their,
grandfather's stories about these sav-
age times,

Few of us who are now working for
this shall be remembered, but what
matter? If I were to die tomorrow, T
think I should be entirely forgotten
in ten years, but what then? Shall I
therefore cease speaking the truth, and
quit doing the work I like best?

Tliousands of dead heroes labored
and suffered for us, and all we can do
to_be honest, is to pay our debt to the
unborn, and prepare the way for the
millions who shall come to take our
places on the earth.

“Then twixt lips of man and malden sol-
emn thoughts of us shall rise;
We who once were fools and dreamers,
then shall be the brave and wise,
There amid the world new builded shall
our earthly deeds ablde,

Though our names be all forgotten, and
the tale of how we died.

Life or death then, who shall heed fit,
what we gain or what we lose?

Fair flles life amid the struggle, and the
Cause for each shall choose.”

A POLITICAL MOVEMENT.

Debs Explains the Purposes of the Social
Democracy—~Education the Feature.

(Milwaukee Daily News.)

For the purpose of casting discredit
upon the Social Democratic movement,
the opposition have seized upon one
feature thereof which was most open
to attack have made it prominent,

_distorted it,-and then attempted to rid-

fcule it out of existence, hoping there-
by to overwhelm the entire plan of So-
cial Democracy. )

Such is the assertion of Eugene V.
Debs, the apostle of the new creed. He
says: The colonization scheme is very
muck misunderstood, even by my best
friends. As a matter of fact this is
but one feature of the Social Democ-
racy. But it can be made an import-
ant one in vitalizing and developing
the general movement.

“The Social Democracy is not a col-
onization scheme, It is-a political
movement. Were the tolonization plan
to prove a failure, it would not stop
thé Social Democracy movement,

“As 1 conceive it, the colonization
scheme is an incidental plan to relieve
the présent 'distress all about us as
much as possible. - It is not a vital
portion of the movement, though it
may prove a great help,

“The Social Democracy is a party, a
political party, as much so as the Re-
publican or Populist parties. It is a
reform party, and has a most radical
reform program. It aims to do away
with the present economic system and
substitute collective ownership and co-
operative operation of all means of
production and distribution. As the
Republican party was organized to
abolish’ chattel slavery, so the Social

away with industrial slavery. One is
no more revolutionary than the other.
The only way to abolish industrial
slavery is to abolish the competitive
system. ;

“A strike settles nothing perman-
ently. It does not go to the root of the
evil, Tt does not remove the cause of

“As to the Social Democracy I have
boundless faith in the future. Every-
day hundreds of letters from the very
best people of the eountry come to us.
The organization will expand with
magfeal spontaneity. It will be a rev-
elation even to the most sanguine.
Mark it. It is not an experiment, but
an actuality. My whole soul throbs
and surges with it and I feel that I
cannot be mistaken,

“In twelve months it will be the
most important factor in our social
and economic affairs and in two years
it will lead ‘the world.

“To those who lack faith in the in-
telligence of the people to carry out the
plans of the Social Democracy, I would
earnestly point out the fact that the
people are being educated on these
questions more rapidly than ever be-
fore. They have learned more in the
past year along these lines than they
learned in ten years previous.

“‘Sweet are the uses of adversity,
and the hard times have brought along
with suffering and misery, thought of
knowledge. The people are waking
up.
“Why, if you give workmen $1.25 a
day, tomorrow they would as a whole
settle down under the present condi-
tions, satisfied. At least, they would
have done so a year'ago. But there is
a constantly increasing number now
who see that the present system is
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and saps the strength and manhood of
the race. E ?

1If this were true socialism could not
justify its claims. No mere physical
well-being could compensate humanity
for the loss of its best and highest at~
tributes; but it is entirely untrue, and
the very crime it would fasten upon so-
cial reform fs the evil it is itself guilty
of, and is the principal source of its
condemnation.

Competition destroys individuality,
fetters human freedom and tends to re-
duce its vietims'to a dead level of bru-
tality and serfdom, y

JIndividuality is a distinctive trait of
human nature.

It is true that no two animals are
alike and that heterogeneity s the very
law of life, but whereas, differences
among animals are chiefly in color,
size, strength, etc., in man they are of
those invisible spiritual qualities which
are the foundation of his superiority
and supremacy.

Man is a distinctively social animal;
he lives in a social atmosphere and is
fed by a spiritual sustenance, created
solely by his social environment.

Let a child grow up apart from his
kind, and in everything but form and
certain latent possibilities, he will dif-
fer in no material respect from other
animals; and an adult man, isolated
from soclety, undergoes mental starva-
tion as inevitably as the lack of food
causes death to the body.
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depend upon each other’s innate tal-

and have different modes of expression.
In all human occupation we see the

builder, the miner, the mechanic—all
have their special dispositions and tal-
ents, their personal peculiarities, their
loves and hopes and passions, making
them different, yet helpful to each
other, their peculiarities serving as the
foundation of that unity and harmony
of human existence which is at once
the crown and glory of the race of men,
Thus we see in an aggregate of in-
dividualities a union of diversitied, a
symphony of the world's universal life,
a collective life that continually calls
forth and inspires the higher gifts of
men. 5 - )

The right to follow thesé higher
promptings constitutes personal free-
dom. ’

Let. us now.consider the part that
competition plays in human life.

War, whether that of modern com-
merclalism or the ancient competitive
strife which usually had for its gbject
territorial aggrandizement, utterly ig-
nores the higher human qualities of
men, and appeals to that which is
brutal and degrading. Cruelty, greed,
deceit, craft—these are the virtues hon-
ored by competitive success, and de-
veloped by its struggles.

Competition satisfies no good im-
pulse, and fosters every vice. It feeds
on envy, hatred and lust, and these are
its incentives and rewards.

Competition seeks, not its own good,
but injury to its rivals. It seeks dis-
tinction by degrading them, and ele-
vates itself only by lowering others.

What would the pomp and ostenta-
tion of the money-getter be without the
squalor and misery of his victims?
These are as necessary to his vanity
as his gorgeous environment, for it is
only by comparison that wealth can
carry with it distinction and privilege.
Competition can have but one result;
it ends inevitably in degradation o the
victor and slavery to the vanquished.

Let two store-keepers contend for a
village trade, other things being equal,
the more crafty, selfish and treacher-
ous will succeed, and his opponent will
bhe compelled to sell his abilities to the
highest bidder in the wage market,
Buch has been the outcome of all com-
petition.

In Burope we see a feudal power
monopolizing every natural advantage
and making serfs of its victims,

In‘this country, where commercial
competition has had full sway, we see
a financial feudalism which has got
possession of all the natural energies
such as heat and electricity by its
ownerxhir of machinery, and the

of

a copy of the official paper.
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wrong, and would never be satisfied
under it again under any circum-
stances,

“I have a firm, unwavering faith
that right is eternal, that truth must
triumph, and I believe no man who bas
self respect should ever despair. He
dare not despdir. He is bound by ev-
‘ery atom of nobility in his nature to
fight to the death for the truth, and
to never, never surrender.

“Men may betray. 1 have been be-
trayed by my supposed friends, perse-
cuted, blacklisted, maligned, misrepre-
sented and abandoned. But the knowl-
edge of my own uprightness of ‘pur-
pose and the serene faith in the power
of truth has so far upheld me, and I
believe always will.

“I ‘have faith in the right. I have
faith that the principles of Social De-
mocracy are right. I have faith that
the people are awakening to the
truth: Victory will come.”

Socialism, Individuality and
: Li

We are at the . threshold of a new

Democratic party is organized to do| ®'2

WYV VAR

The genius of a Milton or the scian-
tific powers of a Newton would wither
and die without their necessary social
atmosphere, and this collective life of
which the individual spiritual exist-
ence is the offspring, is the outcome
and crown of all the evolutional prog-
ress of the infinite past,

The real wealth of mankind is not
mere material plenty. The brute
creation develops stronger muscles,
better organs and sounder health out
of the uncultivated products of the-
earth than men obtain with all their
knowledge and mechanical appliances.

The real wealth of the human race is
the science and art and literature that
'every generation has contributed since
time began to register the events of
the world in human consciousness. To
this collective wealth that the ages
have accumulated every human being
is an heir, and his title to it is register-
ed by that invisible court of justice
which sooner or later restores to thu-
man affairs their equilibrium and prop-
er position, setting at naught the insta-
bilities and impositions of craft and

greed. i
But while all this social wealth is

Can | gigtinction that is in itself a badge of

wage workers are compelled
to sell the best part-of their lives to
maintain their degraded existence.

Competition never apeals to the no-
bler talents nor virtues. Mea do not
and cannot compete for superiority of
kindliness, chastity and honesty. Such
qualities may excite in others encour-
agement to individual aspiration, but
can never engender strife nor jealousy.
Un the other hand, mere contention for
supremacy cannot call forth even the
animal gifts to their fullest extent,

A Sandow might surpass all others
in strength without having realized
anything near his full capacity. A vie-
tory over a riva! Is only a limited
acbievement, but the success that at-
tends full development of a faculty is
a reward that can be measured only by
what it is capable of achieving.

No mere rivalry could call forth the
efforts of a Shakespeare, and there is
hardly an instance in which competi-
tion has ever achieved anything
worthy of remembrance:

Competitive ownership means not
the right of personal enjoyment and
control, but the right to prevent
others exercising such ownership, It
seeks the control of machinery in order
to seize the earnings of those who oper-
ate it. It possesses houses, not to live in
them, but to extort rent from their oc-
cupants. It gains interest through the
borrowers’ lack of money, and on every
side fattens upon the misfortune that
ough? to engender sympathy and help.

The competitor seeks to make of his
fellow-man, not a friend, but a slave,
and ignoring the qualities in his flun-
key which are alone worthy and hu-
man, degrades himn into a beast of bur-
den and denies to his own soul the
sympathetic companionship his servant
might otherwise extend to him.

LCompetition tries to sunder the ties
that bind together the race of men, to
obliterate moral and intellectual dis-
tinction, and degrade men into a uni-
versal slavery tc the mere bodily neces-
sities. The wage slave must do, not
the things which he is best fitted for
and which are congenial to him, hut
‘the drudgery that will enable him to
keep body and soul together. 1
The employer frustrates every nor-
'mal aspiration of his own nature
gain by other men's earnings a social

and a punishment; for each

§22

iving energy that inhabit space and

e, . ’

It is this wealth and liberty that So-
clal Democracy contends for, and thus
we see berore us now, even as in the
past, the unending struggle between
freedom and tyranny, between the
rights of man and the rights of proper- -
ty in man, o F. R. HAYS.

' THE A. R. U.

Dedicated to the sterling manhood of the
American Rallway Union, that resisted
tyranny, ““Woodism" {n the Constitution,
and bore the curse of foul “Injunction
Laws"—down to the “American tile,”

BY MURPHY O'HEA.
Oh, Labor remember the A, R. U. i
That arose for thy glory 80, fair and true,
And flung to the breeze the banner of

ame,
Inscribed with humanity's sweet haly
name. -
At m:, binlhi foul oppression well arm'd
S8

to re
Its gospel of duty and planned to Insist
That none should know of it or help its
fair cause,
Except as its foes and the vietim of laws
Made well for thy sadness and dark mis-

ery,

The cu{se of our manhood and sweet lib-
erty.

It was the grandest of unions ever was

The noblest and holjest ever had been.
Arising for justice—like foam of the sea—
To crush in its purity, foul tyranny,
Its mission the holiest of buman plan—
To raise up the lowly and the Rights of

an.
Falr Soul of Humanity, grand holy cause,

The Volce of the Silence that
heaven's laws, o

Famed crusade of glory, and loi'e for the

_poor
Of Pullman's base tyranny, and_doomed
to endure
The r::ves of the suffering by treacherous
With llbe'rty simngled 'mid demons' ap-
plause, .
Oh, Labor, forget not the days that are

B! 3
But smile full thy sweetest be 1o more
forlorn

For, lh: Voice of that Unlon shall ever en-
re,
Awuka&n)lll_'lg the dormant with hope for the

Arousing to action by falr lustrous name,

To live and embellish the glories of fame.

It arose not for self, but fought for a
Brother,

Proving its mission to love one another,

It rell, but with glory forever to be

In the annals of Labor—the soul of the

Tee, »
Who tougé;t pue corruption and dark

treachery,
TIll the laws of the land with foul cruelty
Were u-gmpled upon to crush its young

ea
And crucified Right whilst Liberty bled.
It gave to thy cause a fair heritage grand, .
That man is man's brother on God's holy

land,
‘Well it suffered and bled to prove love

of, right,

Whil'st its braye captains endured the
Dastile’s might.

Farewell to'its name, to be never forgot.

Sweet essence of duty—no holier lot,

But though the name's gone it has risen

anew,
To lead the unemployed on holy and true,
8o bless its fair name tho' it's faded from

view
In “Soclal Democracy"—The A. R, U.

Social Democracy Day.

Saturday next, 17th inst,, will be a
red-letter day in the history of our
healthy young giant, the Social Democ-
racy. On -‘that day the organization
will take possession—as it were—of
Ferris Wheel Park and will, with their
friends, their wives and sweetbearts,
have a royal good time.

The chief will be there, Eugene V.
Debs will make two addresses, 'one in
the afternoon and the‘other in the
evening.

Other well-known members of the
S. D. will also speak.

In addition there will be the regular
attractions of the park which include
a brilliant vaudeville performance, af-
ternoon and evening, splendid music
and the great and only Ferris wheel.

Tickets 'of admission, 25 cents each,
will admit to all these and (in the af-
ternoon) to a free ride on the greatest
wheel in the world.

Funds realized from the sale of tick-
ets .will be used for helping forward -
the work of the organization.

Come early, you that can, bring all
vour friends and let us make this a
day long to be remembered!

The colonization idea is undoubted-
1y popular among American working-
men and will be'an excellent means of
agitation against individualism. That
workingmen, especially if not without
some means, will be worse off in Utah
or Washington than in New York or
Chicago, we doubt very much. It can,
if started in the righi way, serve as
a means to the end in view, and can
do much for the unemployed. We do
not at present favor an amalgamation
with the Socialist Labor party, but
expect, at least, some friendliness from
the thinking element of the Socialist
Labor party toward'the new movement.
As far as Debs ig concerned, to him ap-

to | plies Goethe’s words: “In the beginning

was the deed!"—Milwaukee Vorwaerts.

At last, then, we have a party which
has not bgen brought to life by for-
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SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

GROWTH OF THE NEW lO'EIEIﬁ' |

DURING THE PAST WEEK.

Branches organized at many poinis.
Debs speaks. Encouraging let-
ters from Swinton and others.

The Social Democracy of America is
no longer an experiment. It is an as-
sured success and it is only a question
from now on of being able to handle
the mighty forces that are gathering
under the banner of the new organiza-
ticn. The clerical force in the Trude
building is overwhelmed with work;
inquities regarding the new order are
coming in by the thousand and the
click of thé typewriters is heard inces-
santly. Most of the directors have put
in their time in Chicago the past week
und their work is bearing excellent
fruit. Meetings have been held every
right in various parts of the city and
an organization of'a new branch has
been 'perfected in every instance. As
far as practicable these branches.are
being organized by wards in order to
fecilitate the work of political organ-
fzation which is to come later od. So
far ten local brahches have been

+ formed in Chicago and the membership
in those first organized is steadily in-
creasing.

A branch has been formed at New
York city by a number of prominent
reformers, who exert great influence
among the wage-workers in the east-
ern metropolis. Anfong the charter
members (all of whom are class con-
sclous socialists) are 2 lawyers, 5 phy-
sicigns, 1 dentist, 8 druggists, and 2 ed-
itors. They are very anxious to have
Mr. Debs speak in New York, believing
it will mean thousands of new mem-
bers for the Sdcial Demceracy.

Among the branches organized out-
gide of Chicago during the past week
are 4 in Milwaukee, 2 in New York, 2
in Atlanta, Ga., 2 in Houston, Tex., 2
in St. Louis, and 1 each in Sheboygan,
Wis.; Macon, Ga.; Nashville, Tenn.;
Grand Forks, Dak.; Los Angeles,
Moorehead, Minn., angd Desoto, Kan.

Calls for organizers are comingfrom
almost every city in the union. Al
the directors will go out on the road
this week, but it is not necessary to
wait for an organizer. The local men
in each city ean start a branch them-
selves. A blank application for a
charter will be found on this page, Cut
it out, write on it the names
of the charter members and send it to
Secretary S. Keliher, together with the
initiation fee of 25 cents and the first
month’'s dues. The names of the new
members will then be placed on the
mailing list of the Social Democrat ‘and
the paper will be sent them free of
charge.

Words of encouragement are coming
from all sides. The following letter
from the Congregationalist pastors of
St. Louis was received last week:

“To the Executive Committee of the
Soclal Democracy of Amerlca: We,
the undersigged Congregational min-
isters of St. Louis and vicinity, send
you our greetings and congratulations
on the new step you have attempted
in the solution of the social question,
We view with special approvil your

 effort to lift the labor movement ount
of the realm of strife and ill-will up to
the fraternal plane - of constructive
righteousness, May God bless you in
your enterprise, :
Rev. Harry G. Vrooman, 782 Aubert
avenue,
Rev. Edward F. Wheeler,” Church of
the Hedeemer,
Rev, Frank Foster, Memorial church.
Rev, John Wicks, ]
Rev. Firth Stringer, 4952 Reber place.
Rev. Edgar H, Libby.
Rev. A. L Bradley, Ol Orchard St.

Louis county. .

The Rev. Wm. C, Lindsay, Ph. D.,
pastor of the Bedford (N. H.) Presby-
terian churck, which Horace Greeley
attended, and which is 148 years old,
writes a letter of encouragement, in
which he says:- “I am a man of the
peorle, and have followed you ever
gince the strike of the A. R. U. God
bless you in your undertaking. 1f you
want me, say so. If you don't, say so.
I won't feel hurt. But I want to be
with you in the work.”

42 West 93d st., New York,
| , June 30th, 1897.
Dear Friend Debs:

The strength of your faith, the lve-
liness of your hopes, the persistency of
your value, the breadth of your thought
and the energy of your genius, fill me
with admiration.

These things belong to that 'kind of
Americanism which is ever regenm~
tive,

Life and luck to yon!

Greetings from my wife and from

Faithfully yours,
JOHN SWINTON.

'huunce Gronlund, the author of

ths  “Co-operative Oomnonvulth
writes as follows:
“The Hoboko. Seattle, Wash.,
June 29, 1897,

Good Friend and Comrade:
Perhaps it is news to you that 1
_present am a resident of this city
state, that I have been so for.

on,

vorably from the many ordlnlrr
untary experiments that hive
made- that, as it seems to me, all
cialists should applaud and enco
you. Moreover, you appear to
leader who would not be lkely
make any serious mistake at starting;
you promise ‘to be careful as to the
quality of the first colonists, and as to
their numbers being proportionate to
the means at your disposal.

s

mor reached us that you most likely
would select Washington as the state
for your first colonies, since there van
be no doubt that politically you could
not make a better choice. A couple of
weeks ago 1 lectured before a branch of
your brotherhood at Sedro, Skagit co.,
this state. The members were exceed-
ingly enthusiastic at the reports about
you and wished nothing better than
you would chose their county for your
first place of- operations; they have,
they said, everything needful, agricul-
tural lands, lumber, coal and fromn in

LAURENCE GRONLUND.

 MILWAUKEE ENTHUSED.

Debs Speaks to Tremendous Meetings In
the Cream City.

On Wednesday evening July 7, an
immense audience that completely fill-
ed West Side Turner Hall assembled to
hear Bugene V. Debs expound the gos-
pel of the Social Demccreey. Tn the
throng were many members of the Na-
tiona! Eduecational Association, who,
according to one of the daily papers,
“were merely spectators,” though an
unprejudiced observer could note that
they took as much interest in the elo-
quent words of the speaker and ap-
plauded the good points as freely as
“the workingmen."

As a matter of fact the audience rep-

resented all sorts and conditions of
men and women, and all were equally
inspired and enthusiast'c, even the
prejudiced “Sentinel” remarking that
the hearty and frequent applause was
“proof that the speaker had lost none
of his old-time popularity.”
. William Beimdecke, organizer of the
Milwaukee Trades Council, presided,
ard in a few appropriate remarks in-
troduced Mr, Debs as the representa-
tive of the newly organized Social De-
mocracy.

Mr, Debs was greeted with a thun-
der of cheers, renewed again and
again. When silence was obtained he
made one of those earnest, impressive
addresses which carry conviction to
the mind and touch the heart. It was
mainly an exposition of Socialism,

There were two different systems of
economics in the world which had been
in conflict ever since creation. The
exponents of one system-—the individ-
ualists—claimed they had the right to
live upon the toil of others, while the
others—the collectivists—believed that
“the earth and the fulness thereof” be-
longed to the people. The former sys-
tem is in vogue to-day, and as one of
the results there was a vast army of
men tramping through the country in
search of work—and searching in vain.

Then followed a pathetic description
of the tramp and the conditions that
had produced him. For those who
were at work—the great American
workingman—Mr, Debs sald he was re-
duced to the grade of serfdom and his
family, wife and children shared in
the slavery., In the cotton mills of the
South little children were toiling from
morning to nlgh: for thirty-five cents
a week.

In a striking nrraisnment of the
trusts the speaker said that when the
mines of Pennsylvania were owned by
individuals miners earned $4 a.day,
but that owing to the greed of the cor-
porations which had absorbed the
small mine-owners either by taking
them into the trusts or by ruining
them financially, the miners’ wages
had been reduced to forty-five cents
a day—starvation wages. i

The competitive system was, Mr.
.Debs said, an abnormal one in’ this re-
spect, that it produced millionaires and
millions of mendicants, and it was also
abnormal in that he who worked the
hardest and did the most earned the
least.

Competition makes it necessary for
the siiccessful man to destroy his com-
petitor in self-defense. It was ‘not
“the survival of the fittest,” but “the
survival of the most unserupulous,”
and as a natural result an honest busi-
ness man was an anomaly nowadays.

As a remedy for this pernicious sys-
tem the Soeial Democracy was organ-
ized. 1Its object was to achieve the
Co-operative Commonwealth, where
men would stand shoulder to shoulder |

manity.

ethics of commerce.”
mum there counld bpuom

1t further pleased me when the ru-]

juxtaposition, railroads, navigable ||
waters, water power, etc.
Fraternally,

for the uplifting of our common hu-
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willing to aid the plan. It is easier to
get control of a state than of the Unit-
ed States. If we wait for the latter
men may become so degraded us tq be
unable to recognize the co-operative
commonwealth when it comes. The
colony scheme is a measure of tempo-
rary relief which will help out in the
general plan of doing away with the
competitive system.,

In corclusion, Mr, Debs said what
was needed was education. There was
no slavery, but ignorance.

“Read! think! study!" A working-
man should be ashamed to follow lead-
ers. They may betray him. Unions
should be educational and every lodge
room a college to spread ecanomic
knowledge, Ignorance is slavery. In-
telligence is freedom. -

Mr. Debs said he was glad to see so
many women. In the Social Democ-
racy they would be at least equal to
the men. When women vote, 10,000
ills will disappear. You can't buy a
woman's vote with whisky.

At the close of his address there was
renewed and vociferous applause,
which was followed by resolutions in-
dorsing the programme of the Social
Democracy.

‘Milwaukee’s First Fruits.

On Friday evening, 8th inst., there
was a well-attended meeting of those
who were eandidates for meémbership
in Branch No. 1, 8. D. Howard Tuttle
presided, and introduced Chairman E.
V. Debs, of the Social Democracy, who
made an address on the subject of the
Co-operative Commonwealth. At the
conclusion of his speech nearly all
present signed the roll of membership.
One of the first signatures was that of
Victor L. Berger, who is well known
as a'speaker and writer on liberal top-
ics, and who is editor of The Vor-
waerts, the German Soclalist daily.
The indications are that the Cream
"City branch will have a membership
of 500 in a month.

On Friday evening Mr, Debs ad-
dressed another large audience in Eth-
ical hall, Milwaukee, under the au-
spices of the Fabian society. At the
close of his address speeches were
‘made by some of the prominent mem-
bers of that organization, after which
the Fabian society, as'a whole, organ-
jzed as a branch of the Social Democ-
racy.

Great Crowd at Sheboygan.

Saturday found Mr. Debs on his way
to Sheboygan, Wis. On his arrival
there he was greeted by a tremendous
crowd at the railroad station. The
erush of people at the hotel, anxious to
see him, was so great that the hotel
proprietor had to clear the corridors
by force. In the evening Mr. Debs

‘| spoke to a large audience under the au-

spices of the Fabian society of Sheboy-
gan. Before the close of the meeting
a large branch of the Social Democracy
was organized, the Fabjan soclety Join-
ing 'in a body.

Debs Speaks Again.

Sunday afternoon Mr. Debs was
again at Milwaukee, holding a confer-
ence with the leading trades unionists
and reformers of that city. Two more
branches of the Social Democracy
(making four in all) were organized.
It was then decided to abandon "the
organization of central branches and
organize according to wards hereafter.
There is no doubt that every ward in
|Milwaukee will have a branch of the

Socialists on Top.

They Secure Control of the Political Labor
Convention at Denver, Colo.

The convention of workingmen called
by the legislative commitiees of the
Colorado State Federation of Labor io
organize a new political party was held
in Denver on July 4. There were prea-
ent a large number of delegates rep-
resenting most of the trade unions of
Denver, Pueblo and other Colorado
cities. The socialists were largely in
the majority and adopted a platform
which ealls for ‘the reduction of the
hours of -labor in proportion with the
advance of methods of production;
co-operative management of all trans-
portation facilities; municipal owner-
ship of all franchises of a public char-
acter; the revocation of all state lands
to the people; a progressive inherit-
ance tax; compulsory education of all
children to the age of 14, with meals,
tlothing ¢.d books provided. where
necessary; the repeal of all tramp and
sumptuary laws; the abolition of child
and convict labor; the employment of
the unemployed by the state and city,
respectively; equal wages to women
and men where the services rendered
are equal; an employers' liability law;
the institution of the initiative and
referendum; the abolition of all veto
power, gtate and municipal; self-gov-
ernment for cities; a secret ballot with
proportional representation; the power
of recall of public omcers by their con-
stituents,

The convention decided to opganize
under the banner of the Social Democ-
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racy. James Hogan, vice-president of
that 'organization, was present and
made an address which was well re-
ceived. Colorado will soon be in line
for the Social Democracy.

The Hope of the Country.

Soclalism to be the Issue in the Campaign
of Nineteen Hundred.

Carthage, Mo., July 8—Mrs. Mary
Elizabeth Lease, who is here as a lec-
turer at the Chautauqua assembly, sald
in an interview today:

“The silver question is an issue of
the past and will never again serve as
the leading issue for the reform ele-
ments in politics. If Mr. Bryan is to
‘make the silver question” the dominant

.|isgue in the next campaign here is one

woman who is against him,
“Socialism is the hope of the coun-
iry, and in the next campaign the fight
must be made for the industrial eman-
cipation of the-people."
i R

The Colonization Commission.

The election of members of the col-
onization commissign has not yet been
held. Several nales, among them
Henry D. Lioyd and Laurence Gron-
lund, were suggested at the last meet-
ing of the directors, but no selection
has so far been made, It i{s understood
that Mr, Lloyd is unable, owing to ill-
health, to accept a place on the com-
mission and Mr. Gronlund is said to
be similarly situated. As there is no
immediate necessity for the appoint-
ment of this commission, the work of
organizing the Social Democracy will
otcupy the attention of the directors
exclusively till the time for the selec-
tion of the colonization commission—
August 1st—arrives.
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