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THE HISTORY.

4 tarian Youth Movement of which we can feel
proud — and that is the period of the four
years' Imperialist war.

The outbreak of the Imperialist war in
August 1914, was not merely the work of capitalists
and imperialists. Alas! that moment also unmasked
the leaders of the Second International who proved
to be traiters to the international proletariat, betravers
of the most elementary principles of international
solidarity, and became nationalists and champions
of bourgeois interests. The Second International, the
organ of international proletarian unily, was crushed
and broken to pieces. In spite of all declamatory congress
resolutions against war and in favour of united working
class action in the event of war breaking out, the fact was
that in August 1914, proletarians began fighting against
proletarians, devastating, burning, pillaging and murdering
in the name of the fatherland and other grandiloquent
phrases. The working class fought for the interests of its
oppressors against those of its own brothers. Young and
old proletarians were killed in masses on the field of

B battle. They died for a patriofic lie, and the labour

leaders of the different countries were deceived and
fettered by the interests of the nation and of capitalism.
The World War was’a vicious lesson which must awaken
the consciousness of the working class and show it another
form of fighting — the class struggle.
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But in spite of all, through the smoke of battle and
the thunder of the guns we could ﬂiill' hear, although
leebly, the truth aboul (the war. In spite of all, there
existed in the dilterent countries small ‘gruu[m ol n:w:rlu-
tlonary champions who had not sold their souls t_n nation-
alistn and Scapitalism.  They saw the nifllh']{:hﬂ misery
and the distress into which the working class was
thrown, they saw the abject treachery ol l}u: leaders who
had sold the proletariat, they saw l‘hu rumhlnl the one-
time Labour International. Everything was in a stale ol
chaos. Bul il was necessary to open the eyes of 'llw
masses, in order that they might I:Itltlltl‘ﬁlllﬂ{l the terrible
catastrophe that had happened; il was IIE{:QHHIIT;F Fncc
more lo create the international |‘1ruh’:lur1'un batl e- :I'fmt
against the war and thal which provoked it — capil:;imm
and imperialism. It became the task of the organisa t:nl
of proletarian youth in the different countries to E‘.I“l:;
blish a new international urﬁnniuplinn stronger lhnnl
old, It was the proletarian youth in the different countries
who mercilessly exposed the true character “‘. the iuln.'m;
and tried to awaken the masses from l.h'f hypnotic spell 0
the war, to calm their nnliunulisl.duhnum. 'hese u.rgn{i
aisations of youth had -ulrcudy. in llu:, prc:-w;::r.pn.r[:zd
fought unflinchingly against Lthe increr_mmg ﬂl'n:c “Lfmung
opportunism of the Social Dum:nm_'nllc Parties. 1opg
these radical members of the Socialist youth organisal I
there were many famous spokesmen of the inmr?utlm;‘;::
proletariat. Even in that carly period the prole :{ 2
youth organisations, according to Karl Liebknccll:t, {;ur
Luxemburg and Franz Mehring, were the only nrﬁb o
the revolutionary rejuvenation of the whole¢ labo
nt. i
m'w:urh.;r;”. the foreign secrelary ol Suvi,ul Rllﬁﬁlﬂr u'f
his Skolehes of the [Ihistory ol the Youll f;;-trr'
national®) has the following to say dhuu.t the general 8 mfl-
tion of the labour movement at that time: Al the ﬂ&;c
break of the war the important historical tasks g} :’:E
youth organisations in the evolutionary prm:essd s
new Socialist revolutionary labour movement had e
loped into maturity.

)

Karl Licbknecht, at the beginning of the 20th cenlury,
declared that the Socialist youth organisations, who had
played an important rile in the period up to the outbreak
of the war, were the only real arm in the fight against
militarism. They stood in the very centre of the battle
fought by the new revolutionary elements, growing up
within the international labour movement against all false-
hood and reactionary tendencies in the working class and
its organisations, And they also stood in the cenlre of
the process oul of which developed new revolutionary
tactics and a new conception of the class struggle. During
the war the Socialist youlh organisations and their Inter-
national Union played a still greater and much more im-
porlant part in the political life of the international prole-
tariat. The proletarian youth organisations were the first
in the labour movement to oppose the "civil peace” policy
of the Social patriotic trade union leaders. In FRANCE
and GERMANY, Socialist youth groups took the initiative
in starting an energetlic anti-militarist and anti-war cam-
paign, beginning with an attack upon the Social patriotic
falsehood of the “war for defence”. But this was not to
be left unpunished. The goverments did not want to have
their true character revealed during the war. With the aid
of the Social patriots, the working masses had been in-
duced to believe that the war was being fought for their
vital interests and that national independence, democracy,
ele, were at stake. All propaganda against the war was
therefore suppressed without mercy, and thousands of
enthusiastic heroes lost their lives or were sentenced
o many years imprisonment for their “crimes’”, which
consisted in fighting against the war and for peace.
Governments, however, may murder or throw inlo prison
many brave advocates of real peace, but the idea of
world peace and the revolutionary class struggle is im-
mortal, Thus the Revolutionary Proletarian Youth organi-
sations carried on an unremitting propaganda,

THE WAR.

THE war caused a break down of the international
relations between Lhe youth organisations. The Inter-
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national Youth Congress at -‘"w*fu”ynf'f in 1‘}217. and al
Cupenhagen in 1910 (in connection with the Lungre?s ol
the Second International) had set up an lnterqat:?nal
Secretariat, but the relations lwlv:vcen the ﬂrgaplsnlmns
were very loose before the war. The world conflict, Fuw,
ever, brought aboul the creation of the Real In!ern.atm:ml
of Youth. In October, 1914, the yuglh organisations ol
the SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES, l'l_ALY, | and
SWITZERLAND took the initiative in convoking an inter-
national Socialist youth congress or, in any case, a con-
ference between the youth organisations f-"i the neutral
countries. The war restrictions on travelling acted as a
great hindrance to an internatinnal_cunierence. but in
spite of all this the latter was organised and took place
in the spring in 1915.

The organisations of the Socialist Youth were the
first to convene an international Congress, the forerunner
of Zimmerwald. The Congress was held at Berne duang
Easter, 1915. Delegates had arrived from 10 countries
in spite of the difficulties attached to a journey in war
time. The Berne Conference gave expression to inter-
national solidarity, centering its discussions on how l:
organise the future struggle on an inlf.':rnatmnal- sc:}ie an{
to establish close cnllaburatimltd with organisations o

ialist Youth all over the world. ot
= Thi’; conference had a certain hislnfical s:ﬁnlhcall]ncrf:
while the different nations were fighting each ot ert;
while cannon, machine guns, rifles and ha?nnets:l wat:;c
killing thousands and hundreds of lhuuism_lds‘: wlufe e
labour youth gave their lives for the patriotic !EE — for %
interests of their true enemies, for the rapacious anthis
lists to whom no sacrifice was too g_real. just mbl ;
period of darkness and desperation, distress and 1 il:r'
despair, the Socialist Youth met in Conference. In
national solidarity still existed amongst the revnlulluFaE
youth, and here the plans were drawn for the .:gcn
against war and for peace; here the watchword was g;:: :
which was to become the signal for lhfa: whole workin
class in the fight against their exploiters. At Bein{:i
representatives of the youth movement assembled Ir

5

different countries to prepare the only holy war, the war
of the oppressed against the oppressors — a war not

marked by national boundaries, but by the fronticrs of
class, ‘

This conference of the Socialist Youth at Berne
shone out in the darkness like a flaming beacon, and was
seen by the workers of all the world. International rela-
tions were, to some degree, once more established. With
regard to the war and the tasks of the Socialist youth
organisations the following resolution was passed:

“"The International Socialist Conlference of Youth holding
session in Berne on April 5th and 6th, attended by delogates
Irom 10 countries, renews the decisions of the International
Socialist Conferences of Youth af Stuttgart, Copenhagen, and
Basle which appealed to the working youth of all countries
to take up the tight against war and militarsm.

"The Conference states with deep regrel that the Socialist
Youth Organisations, like the Socialist Organisations of the
adults, did not, in mos! countries, acl according to these
decisions af the outbreak of the war.

“The present conllict, even in those cases where the ruling
classes and their government pretended to carry on a delen-
sive war, is the result of the imperialist policy of the ruling
classes of all capitalist countries directed agains{ the inferesis
of the people. War threatens and even destroys the vital
forces of the working classes; it paralyses ils organisalions;

it hampers its abilily fo act against the inlernational eclass
of exploifers.

"The policy of truce between the classes is a policy
whereby the Social Democracy resigns its leadership as a
parly ol proletarian class struggle, and abandons the vilal
interesls and ideals of the prolelarial., In consideration of
these lacts the International Socialist Conference of Youth
demands the immediate cessation of the war. It welcomes
with delight the attempts of the Party groups in the countries
participaling in the war, especially the decisions of the Inter-
national Proletarian Women's Conference, fo florce the
ruling classes, by means of revolutionary action on the part
ol the prolelariat, to declare peace. It considers it the duty
of all young comrades of both sexes to support energetically
the movement towards peace which is faining in strength in
all belligerent countries. 11 expecls active support of this



action for peace lrom the youth organisations in the neutral
stales.

“The Conference vehemently protests against the atlempls
to place the Socialist Youth Organisations al the service ol
the bourgeois mililarist youth organisations, thus diverling
the working youth from their true tasks: Socialist educalion,
the battle against capitalist exploitfation and militarism.,

“As regards the present war with its horrible consequences,
a war which ruthlessly ulilises as cannon lodder cven the
youth hardly out of school, the Conference emphasises the
necessity of enlightening the young workers ol all counlries
<till more inlensively than heretofore on the nature ol war
and militarism as inevitable secondary eilecls ol the capilalist
costern. The Conference siresses the need for educating the

young workers in the spirit of the international class struggle,
and thus closely gathering them around the banner of revo-

lutionary Socialism.” .

This resolution represented, then, the position of the
congress against the war and at the same time was a cle:nr
criticism of the policy of the Social Dr:muct:atm Partics
everywhere, not only in the belligerent countries. Ir_t addi-
tion a whole series of other questions were considered,
including the creation of a Liebknecht Fum'f t? be‘ used for
maintaining the Secretariat then residing in Zurich. And
now began a new period in the history of the' "i’nulh Intar-
national, a period of political action and pu!ltlcal Stﬂfgg}ﬂ
to revolutionise the Parties: which were still reformistic.
It was the youth which carried on this slrug__g!e succes:é
fully and thus prepared the ground for the Z.*xmme:_rwai
Conference and later on for the Communist International

THE RED DAWN.

THE new Seccretariat (of which Comrade Jf.u.ﬂmﬂl:i*
bers was nominated secretary) was charged with l{
extensive task of organising the Youth Internationd
making the youth organisations in the various cuuntrl:
prepare for the combat, and furthering the congress res :
lutions in those countries which were not represented a
the Berne Conference. By the autumn t}! 1915 not ‘Iﬂz:
than 19 youth organisalions or groups in the vario
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couniries had declared their agreement with the decision
of the Berne Conference of the Youth International. In
spite of all difficulties the Secretariat succeeded in
making il possible for the organisations to enler inlo
relation with each other, and edited a special organ in
order to awaken the international consciousness of the
working class. The name of this publication was Die
Jugendinternationale(The International of Youth). In spite
of censorship and postal difficulties, eleven numbers of
the International of Youth appeared during the war,
containing articles by the best writers of the International
labour movement, such as Lenin, Trotzky, Radek, Zinoviev,
Bronsky, Kollontai, Ballabanova (Russia), Liebknecht,
E. Bernstein etc. (Germany), and a great many other well-
known comrades from all parts of the world. Incontestably,
those issues belong to the most important Socialist docu-
ments and are a splendid example of the revolutionary
enthusiasm and ardour of the Socialist Youth.

IHE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOUTH.

IN the din of war, of its patriotic and chauvinist pro-
paganda, the Socialist Youth crealed ils international
Rallying Day. The first of May which for some twenty
or thirty years has been the rallying day of the inter-
national proletariat, has a worthy supplement in the Inter-
national Day of Youth. The first International Day of
Youth on the 3rd of October, 1915, was all the more
important as i was not only an internalional movement
against the war and for peace, but also a gathering of the

- revolutionary forces in the different countries. It was the

formation of a united front against the Social Patriots and
the betrayers of International Socialism who had sold
themselves to nationalism and imperialism. It is to the
everlasting merit of the Youth International that it raised
the Red Banner of international solidarily and called for

.~ action to liberate the proletariat at a time of nationalist

delirium and patriotic idolatry. The International Day of
Youth was celebrated by enormous demonstrations in

GERMANY, SWEDEN, DENMARK, SWITZERLAND,

HOLLAND, RUMANIA, and PORTUGAL.
11



The authorilies in every Cﬂun‘ll'?' had l':ie‘i ‘?Y all demonstration. The ice was broken, the will for the
means to prevent these demonstrations, especially in the | struggle was again alive. -
belligerent states. All letters, telegrams, E‘lc*. connecled : In May, 1916, international action was again announ-
with the International Day of Youth, were intercepted by

. ) _ ced, This time it was a demonstration of sympathy for
the censor. The International Bureau issued the following Tashinecht  Hobglund tand other comradestwhathadthoen
manifesto with the call to observe the International Day

sentenced to years of imprisonment because of their

of Youth: , revolutionary peace propaganda. The manifestiation took

Comrades! 4 place in most countries though it was rendered rather

However horrible the sacrilices of this war, however . difficult in the belligerent ones. At all meetings resolu-
tervible the armaments for new wars may be, they are not

the worst calastrophe. The worst, which sfrikes our .fu-nrh
most deeply and painfully, is the failure of large seclions ol

the Socialist Parties in most couniries, is the destruction of .

Socialist ideals in the blood-filled atmosphere u{ ussus:'nalim?.
is the disgracelul misuse of the labour nrgnm'.sc_rhm_rrs and their
press by Social patriotic labour leaders for mililaris! purposes,
Young Comrades! You were the first lo renew common
work on an international scale. You musl br;: the first to break
completely and definitely with those who dishonour our num;
and besmirch our flag. We do notl want hall-measures an
compromises. - Brave comrades have prr.:cedcd us anj:! are
today paying for their faith to International Rcuu!ufmnurﬁ
Socialism in prison. These martyrs should nol have nH{!rfk
themselves in vain. Let us follow their example, lel us brea
with everything unirue, with all half-measures! e
On September 3rd we will march not only agmnsfduur‘;
geois mililarism, but also against those who have nb:{n one
our cless people, who by enfering a minstry, by granling u:::
credit, by holding speeches and writing bnnkiffs fo;; -
defence of the war, champion or excuse fh‘e _c_uan:f; l.:: ﬂ‘mJ:'
their passivity bear the grealest responsibility for 1he 1

prisonment of Liebknecht and Hoeglund, and have lost the .

right to call themselves Socialists. Away with them! Lot

there be nothing in common bcrmcen'us!! :
With this appeal and by this first International Day

tions of protest were passed against these arresis and
sentences, which were justly considered as infamous class
sentences. The resolutions demanded revocation of the
sentences and immediate liberation. Failing this, the
Bureau of the Youth International was charged with the
task of entering inlo relation with the trade union organi-
sations and the Socialist Parties in all countries, to discuss
further action on behalf of these comrades.

In Berlin 55000 workers participated in this de-
monstration; in Stockholin 20 000; and in the other coun-
iries as well the number of demonstrators was consi-
derable. These demonstrations of the Socialist Youth
International were, however, surpassed in strength and
the number of participants on the Second Inlernational
Day of Youth, September 3rd, 1916, a demonstration
directed especially against the criminal policy of the
Social patriots.

Thus, the appeal issued by the International Bureau
states:

“"Considering the fact that ecven the Paris Congress of
the Inlernafional, in 1900, instructed the Social Democracy
fo organise the proletarian youth, particularly for the purpose
of lighting against mililarism, and considering, lurther, the
Liebknecht resolution at the Copenhagen Conference of the

of Youth the Socialist Youth of all countries r_namicst?l
its will for revolutionary struggle, for international 5}{;3
darity of the proletariat. It was the storm that rus .
through the world, auguring a new era. Enthus‘l[n:sing-
defying all obstacles and punishments, even Sacit ic !
their lives, the young proletarians raised the banner !
peace, freedom, and revolution. In those days it woi:lses!
great exploit, even if it is looked upon today as a m

12

-~ International of Youth, in 1910, which declared that an
independent proletarian youth movement was one of the best
instrumenis in the Socialist struggle against militarism, the
Berne Conference of the Socialist Youth International decides
2o instruct the International Secrefariat of the Youth to take
the necessary measures fo organise in the different counfries
ol the Socialist Youth Organisations it possible, with the

13




cooperation ol the Socialist Parties and the international trade
unions an international anti-militarist Day of Youth."

The Second International Day of Youth was a great
day for the Socialist Youth International and for those of
the working class who gathered under its banner. That
the enthusiasm and fighting spirit shown by the coura-
geous and self-sacrificing group were feared by the
authorities is evident by the arrest and persecutions of
our comrades.

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
YOUTH.

THIS took place on September 2nd, 1917, and was
preceded by an International Week of Propaganda, which
in many cases, strengthened the different youth organi-
sations. Against war, against militarism and for a Socialist
peace — such was the appeal of the Youth Day of 1917.
Such, too, was the appeal of the International Day of
Youth of 1918. Both these youth days were worthy
successors of the preceding ones. The International Day
of Youth was known to all and celebrated by great masses,

The sacrifices of the Socialist Youth International in
the struggle during the war are numberless. anhir}g less
could have been expected from the revolutionary fight of
the Socialist Youth. Young comrades had to pay for
their ,criminal' propaganda against war and for peace
with their lives or long terms of imprisonment. The;::.e
victims of the struggle for revolutionary Socialism will
be kept in glorious remembrance for their struggle oo
behalf of international peace and for the revolution. They
did not forsake their duty nor their belief in international
Socialism, They gave their lives for us and for our cause.

When the members of the old International Bureau in
Brussels, many of whom entered the bourgeois govern-
ments as ministers during the war, completely bch_'a}rcﬂ
the interests of the proletariat and abandoned !l}e inter-
national struggle, when they became nationalists ang
patriots, the members of the international Socialist )ft:nutd
did not desert their faith. They acted in complete accor
with the revolutionary principle of the class struggle.
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They were not entrusted with ministerial portefolios, but
were sentenced to many years imprisonment and even lo
death, as, for example, our comrade Catnect, the Italian
representative in the Bureauw

All these sacrifices have not been in vain, The youth
and the revolutionary part of the working class will
remember the courageous martyrs, They were the cham-
pions of the new International which has begun a real
struggle for the interests of the international proletariat.
The Fifth International Day of Youth took place on the
7th of September, 1919, with new slogans. The Russian
Revolution had been followed by the German Revolution
in the autumn of 1918 and a Communist International had
been founded in the spring of 1919. A Soviet State of
the brave Russian workers and peasants had resisted a
world of enemies; the class struggle now took a real
revolutionary form even in Western Europe. In the
Communist International, leader of the revolutionary

struggle, a Socialist Youth International had found a com-
panion.

THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR.

BUT now, during the revolutionary class war in the
different countries, the proletariat had again to lose many
of its best comrades. As the greatest loss to the revolu-
tionary Socialist youth we remember first of all Karl
Liebknecht, who lost his life together with Rosa Luxem-
burg in the German revolutionary battle. Once more the
Social Patriots with the aid of Noske's hangmen had
claimed new victims. Two of the foremost fighters in the
revolutionary class struggle and two of the greatest
leaders of the proletariat.

Thousands of young comrades gave their lives for the
cause of their class during those revolutionary times,
Just as in August, 1914, the Social Patriots, in the service
of the imperialist bourgeoisic once more betrayed the
mterests of the proletariat. It is a tragic fact that large
masses of workers still followed their traitors and de-
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ceived their class comrades despite the lessons they had

ived in the world war, ,
recﬂl;hﬂ International Day of Youth in 1919 could not be

celebrated on a large scale in all countries because of

organisational difficulties. In most countries, however,
large masses attended the demonstrations and meetings.

In Berlin, Noske's Black :md. Tans revealed their true
character by firing with machine guns upon 2.1:.10{] young
demonstrators on their way home. On this flﬂh Slnlln;r-t
national Day of Youth, the watchword was "For Sovie

Russia* for the Communist International; for the re;:,li.
sation of the proletarian revolution and the proletarian

dictatorship in all countries!”

The Sixth International Day of Youth, on Sep-
tember 6th, 1920, was still more magnificent and im-
pressive than the preceding ﬂnes.rnnd also better ;?reimd-
red. In some 20 countries — besides lhuse's?burdmie
to the Moscow Sccretariat —, about three million workers

‘ th International
hailed the Youth Day. And on the Seven

DI:}' of Youth, on September 4th, 1921, enormous c;?wf;
of demonstrators gathered around the banner of the You

International. !
Thus the seven International Days of Youth have con

stantly indicated a growing interc's.t in the Cm{nm::;:'f
Youth Movement, an ever increasing number nd c{ e
pions adhering to the programme and watchword o

] ' national Day
Young Communist International. The Inter O

it [ hich are
f Youth has become a tradition vu::th W :
fhe great exploits of the revolutionary vouth. But still

greater exploits are to be achieved. With nve;tigrzﬁtzi

enthusiasm and militancy the proletarian vpn.:tlh :; : agtiunai
n

around the banners of the Young Communis o

ill some
and the International Day of *Ynuth will
celebrated under the aegis of victory and liberation.

. STUTTGART—BERNE—BERLIN—MOSCOW.

THE Congresses of Stuttgart, Berne, Berlin and

Moscow can be considered as milestones in the hi;sl:::l!
 and evolution of the proletarian Youth International

16
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These four cities are connected with four different periods
of the history of the Youth International. The Socialist
Youth Organisations had been discussed even before the
Stuttgart Congress in 1907. In the year 1900 in Paris, and
in 1904 in Amsterdam, attempts had been made to
establish international relations between the different
Socialist Youth Organisations. These, however, did not
succeed. Shortly afterwards, Karl Lieblnecht, Ludwiy
Frank, and De Man endeavoured to create a proletarian
youth international. This caused the congress of the
South German youth organisation (in September, 1906) to
entrust De Man officially with the task of forming connec-
tions between the Socialist Youth organisalions, and con-
voking a Socialist Youth congress in conjunction with the
Socialist Congress at Stuttgart, 1907.

In March, 1907, a provisional International Bureau was
founded with De Man as its secretary. Thanks to this
Bureau a youth congress took place August 24—26th at
which representalives from 13 countries assisted, Karl
Liebknecht was elected president of the Youth Inter-
national. The Stuttgart Congress took place two years
after the defeat of the Russian revolution in 1905, when
terrorism was rife in Russia, and when revisionism
llourished in the labour movement of Western Europe.
But the Russian revolution in 1905 had awakened the
working masses, had shown them the necessily of
choosing other means for their liberation than those of
eternal compromise with their enemies in the bourgeois
parliaments. It was necessary to lay particular stress on
revolutionary action of the masses, through general
strikes and armed rebellions, This could not be done,
however, without revolutionary Socialist education,
without a militant spirit ready for combat. And those to
uphold that spirit could be recruited only from the ranks
of the proletarian youth. Hence the calling of the Stutt-
gart Conference. A primary feature of the proceedings of

- this Congress, even overshadowing the revolutionary part

of the programme, was the educational plan advanced and

~ Accepted, emphasising the struggle against alcohol, the

17



od for physical training and protection of the young
ne
workers. : tional was founded in
Socialist Youth Interna
The ?ﬁtﬁfurgnn'ﬁﬂﬁ““ was rather loose and feeble,
S‘mtlgart; i:'npnrtanl result of the Stuttgart Congress ‘:’}‘;‘5
:lhe e lation of a programme ?nr _umt?cl l;u:t:it:':;li. i
::5 'iD:LT the activities of the organisations in the dilicren
asis
countries. ly one congress of Inter.
¥ 1%1—-1914 nny . - 3 .
‘Bﬂr‘&?zzlh was convened; this, in Eﬂﬂ“““ﬁ? "'";thsih‘i
nsnh‘m;iast Congress in Cﬂpenhi}ﬁEP. on lge u:a.t;es iE-
tWEEr 1910. 32 represenlalw;s iran c;ary Se'rbia
cm . : un ' ’
. many, Ifrance, ;
Clﬂjm% fi:;iti irz?sisfci atY this International Youth
an u '
Congress.

Revisionism had won victories in Weslernf:rugeh;;ﬁ
here the youth organisations had to pu{ rep et
t‘-'EI'IYW{ their independence. It was therec; a0
]_Jall el Frl worded resolution that was accepte LS
M E‘,:i the relations between the Yuuth_nrgi:l p
::35?13: ;arty or trade unions. This resolution de
among other things:

fe the

1 ass siru ' - . Yoo
E:ﬁ:’:gw};?: Th:u;ﬂ:'?;:und the {rade union wguﬂif::;:]iged
The Socialist Youth Organisations 1;1: e Tl
by this resolution to educate their m:m o ing with the
struggle, but only in harmony and un ;Lﬁ D colation was
arties and the trade organisations. 1S e
fhen. indeed, an acknowledgement of ng Sle and any
sworn enemy of the revolutionary class ; r:ever. did not
revolutionary youth organisation. Thls.Jt Pes e Ling
prevent the organisations of many couniri and for the

an intensive propaganda against rewsmmsmﬂf o o
political and organisational independence |
3 jves 0
mﬁ“rnz;;er conference between the repreaen:ﬂﬁgsm e
the Socialist Youth Organisations took _place a ificiall

the autumn of 1912, Only a few countries were

55 Was
represenied. An international youth congre
18

tude and a

unfavourable

scheduled to take place in connection with the Socialist
Congress at Vienna in the summer of 1914, but both con-
gresses where prevented by the outbreak of the war.

The period 1907—1914 is the first period in the history
of the Youth International.

The second period dates from the outbreak of the
war in 1914 -until 1919 and the Berlin Congress of that

year. The Berne Conference and the agitation during the
war, with

the various youth days have already he:en
described and we will therefore pass over to the third
period.

THE BERLIN CONFERENCE IN 1919.

IT was this congress in Berlin that gave the Youth
Inte

rnational a firm basis and strong organisation. Origi-
nally the congress was to have

taken place in Vienna, but
this was impossible because of the passport difficulties,
etc., as it had been in the previous years 1914—1919, |Ip
August, 1919,

certain comrades from the different
countries came together

o' nominate a provisional
committee which was charged with the preparations for
the Berlin Congress. The Congress was opened on the
21st of November with

18 delegates from 14 countries
representing 240,000 members.

Besides, there were some
guests from several countries as

| well as from the Execu-
tive of the Communist Internat

: lonal. No account was
given of the

activity during the period 1910—1915,
because the secrelary for this per

iod, comrade Danneberg
_(Vienna] did not attend the conference in spite of repeated
invitation. That had also been the case at the Berne
Conference. This circumstance was much to be regretted,
as the Executive policy of Comrade Danneberg had been
much debated and his absence se

' emed like an attempt to
evade responsibility.  Comrade af;
account of

ienzenberg gave an
the period 1915—1919, and after the discussion
ort a declaration was passed, eXpressing grati-
e Secrelariat elected at
S€ years under the most

cknowledgment to th
erme, for its activity during the
condilions,
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military service make the yvoung working penple-incnpﬂb;e
of understanding Socialism. The world war has still
further deteriorated the conditions of the working youth.
This fact compells the young proletarians to enter into the
class struggle as an integral part of the working class.

The third paragraph emphasises the necessity of
special proletarian youth organisalions in view of the
social position of the young and the part they play in
production, which compells them to defend their own
interests, It calls for reorganisatlion of work, reformation
of schools in accordance with the psychological nature of

youth, and a formulation of special methods for Socialist
and revolulionary education, ete.

THE PROGRAMME OF THE
vOUTH INTERNATIONAL.

: - iy ive the folowing resumé of the Berlin
N “mri 2 :?élrailmfc which contained 14 paragra:ph::‘s:
i&@\\ i! ; The first paragraph declares that capitalism,
h -0 e ' ital, and an
Q'" 4 ﬁ by the accumulation ol c&'.lpl aly ey
: \ enormous increase in prdduclm_n. hn.srcn e:t"}aw
n a new phase: imperialism. The c‘nlut‘mal po msY'm A
competition between national and capitalist grq‘;z e
neccessarily provoke impcnallst_ wars. e
1014—1918, a consequence m_i thu;: deve u{p ¢ ;.-.rhich
brought humanity overwhelming disaster rlﬂ Sy
there is only one way ol escape — 'thm;.lgzl R
Socialist revolution. The path to Sncmhim {Etah: ST
the proletarian dictatorship. The next task o S
class of all countries is therefore a determined sir 88 242
crush the economic, and political puwer‘ni imperia S
well as its ideological influence. A wctnrvf:s P i
only if the working class abandons the re uf'mlsl iy
compromising policy of the Second Ir{ternatmnaﬁmai“
rallies around the banner of the Cummunist'lntern'a =
The second paragraph discusses the abject Pllsi?urs.
the working class youth. Low wages, lu_ng wnrkmgtmﬁuﬂ
and inhuman treatment are characteristic ni. the si o
of the young workers. This merciless, unrestricted swea ;
i intellectual development of the
dwarfs the physical and intellec - p B
working youth. Socialist sociely alone gives the ugahunl
necessary to develop useful and willing wnrkc-:*rs: c X
education, clerical and bourgeois youth associations, a
20

In the fourth paragraph it is pointed out that the
youth is the most active and the most revolutionary part
of the proletariat. The most important task of the Com-
munist Youth Organisations is unceasing political agitation
among the working masses towards the end of organising

them for political action for the struggle for Communism,
for the destruction of capitalist power. The working youth
must be educated for the creation of the Communist
Society.

In the fifth paragraph is laid down the necessily for

the struggle of the youth organisations against all bour-
deois parties; against the right Socialists, the professed
lackeys of the bourgeoisic (such as Scheidemann, Hender-
son, Gompers, Vandervelde, Branting etc.); against the

Socialist Centre (Kautsky, Macdonald, Robert Grimm,

Buu_r:r. elc.) who support capitalist sociely by their
vacilitating attitude. The youth must also fight the
anarchist ideology directed against the proletarian state
capitalism to Communism,

galing petty bourgeois ideas and the autonomy of the
€conomic organisation.

; The same fight must be waged
8gainst all youth organisations adhering {o the
mentioned above,

In their political struggl
Munist Youth Organisati g e

-




Alter that the programme deals :with the struggle
against militarism; that is to say, the fight ugains‘t bour-
geois militarism, for the arming of the proletariat afu;l
for the Red Army. This is the slogan of the Communist
Ynul'}"im youth organisations must fight for the ameliora-
tion of the economic siluation of the young \l:'ﬂfkcrs*
This, as also Socialist education and physical training of
the working youth, is one of the most important tasks.
Furthermore, the conquest of the large masses of the
proletarian youth must not be made at the expense of
Communist clarity. No special youth organisations for
the intellectual class should be created; the !nle.lluclunl
youth must join the proletarian youth organisations as
equals and comrades. Finally, in order to !:rnng the pro-
letarian struggle to victory in this revolutionary penu:d.
it must be international and therefore the Cummun}st
Youth Organisations must unile in the Yuung Cnmn}u_mst
International, subordinating themselves _tn its dl‘.‘:ﬂl?lﬂﬂ!
and resolutions. The Young Communist Internal:?.nal
stands on the basis of the decisions passed at the First
Congress of the Communist International.

ONWARD!

HROUGH this programme, unanimously
9D accepted by the representatives attending
the congress, the Young Communist Inter-
national clearly established its revolutionary
character on the basis of the revolutionary
class struggle, and broke once and for all with all reformism
and opportunism. The Young Communist International
thereby proved itself to be the real organisation of the
proletarian youth, ready to fight for all the interests of
young working people. In its organ, The International of

Youth, Comrade Muenzenberg wrote as follows regarding
the Berlin Congress: —

"The Berlin Congress was a meeling of workers, unknown
{o one another. But these workers were delegated, charged fo
represent large and active youth organisations with a quarter
of a million members. The Stultgart Congress saw the foun-
dation of proletarian organisations for the education of the
youth; Berlin was the result of the most active revoluationary

period, the fruest expression of a vigorous movemen{ of the
Young revolutionary workers.

-~ "In Berlin we gave oul the watchword: First Clearness,
then a Majority, This, the last appeal to the vacillating and
undecided elements, meant the exclusion of all non-revo-
lutionary groups from the Congress. Jf Stutigarl geve the
Socialist educational organisations their programme for the

the programme tor the

appeal from Berlin will be heard
larian youth of ajl countries. Th

ere is only one way that
leads the working class youth I

out from misery, distress,
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privation, oppression and slavery, fowards light and lreedom,
There ix no shorter path
With the important decisions reached, the Berlin
Congress of the Young Communist International had a solid
basis to build upon and now it became necessary (o
begin with the work ol organisation. At the Bureay
Session in June, 1920, the first one after the Berlin
Congress of 1919, the Youth International already showed
incrensed strength. Al this Session plans were made for
the Second International Congress, Though it was ori-
ginally intended to hold this Congress in Herlin in the
spring of 1921, il was decided lo convene it in Moscow in
connection with the Congresses of the Communist Inter-
national and the Red International of Labour Unions in
the summer of the same year.

The Moscow Congress, the Second Congress of the
Young Communist International, was in virtue of ils
decisions of great importance. Communist Parlies had
been established in most countries, in many cases thanks
to the revolutionary activily of the proletarian youth
organisations. The rdle of the latter now changed. The
yvouth organisations had hitherto carried on active
political agitation, but this was now superfluous, as the
task was taken over by the Communist Parties, This
meant that the youth organisations were subordinated to
the political direction of the Communist Parlies, mainlai-
ning, of course, their organisational independence. Thus
the youth organisations were given the opportunily of
devoting themselves more explicitly to special propaganda
among the young workers themselves, The Theses and
Resolutions adopted for the economic fight of the working
youth, for the educational work of the Communist Youth
Organisations, for the anti-militarist campaign, their
aclivities among the children and among the youth in the
colonies, etc., showed clearly that the Young Communist
International and its organisations had begun the struggle
for the interests of the proletarian youth.

The Second Congress of the Young Communist Inter:
national, attended by 135 representatives from 48 difle-
rent youth organisations from all parts of the world, was

4
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THE OFFENSIVE OF THE
ENEMIES.

country fears the revolutionary prngragan:li;
and that it is trying in every way to _lsc:'f;m
and persecute the comrades and organisa 1er
NS S8 which advocate it.  In  cvery cﬂzn X
ersecution follows the Cnmmunisl movement (;m e
EdherentS* and the violence of tllus ;Lcrsm:lt:‘mi::s ;;n bed

| f workers gathered un :
upon the number o SRS,

the Social
o7 ¢ with

This campaign against Cnm:mnism 1S

h itali { even

ly by the capitalist class but :

?Jtriucrits and Centrists who in this struggle msdcculiun

the bourgeoisie. We may add that the class pern e

affects only the Communists a_nd dnes‘ not ei:r;‘: R
this moderate and reformist section. This is qu

0% . ist movement lo be
The bourgeoisie considers the Communist e

the only one intent upon uverthruw::éz ﬁan;ill?l N
bourgeois society, and they undersf:a th i
section of the labour movement which is Ercizhe Loviit
liberation of the working class. Our fr;cn S, e
Democrats and the Centrists, who have

: : were
concern for the difficulties u! bourgeois sn]flelyl:: ;mc; o
kind enough to save capitalism from bankruptey, o

: rde
betraying the interests of the working class, are rewa
by lucralive posls in the bourgeois state.

.

In spite of the infamous crimes commilted by the
Social Patriots in 1919 at the outbreak of the war when
they betrayed international Socialism in favour of nntinn_nl
and capitalist interests, great masses of workers are still
gathered under the direction of these so-called labour
leaders. Why? — Because the latler ulilise the revolu-
tionary struggle in the different countries, and parti-
cularly the Russian Revolution, to make the workers
believe that this was mcompatible with Socialist ideals,
thus rousing their antagonism to revolutionary pro-
paganda. The most harmful way in which the reformists
fought the Communists was through the domination of the
labour organisations, the trade unions, the cooperative
and political organisations. These bodies and their press,
as well as the organs of bourgeois society have
mercilessly fought every revolutionary manifestation. But
it was impossible to fight against evolution. Capitalist
society is becoming more disorganised day by day, class
contradiclions appear more and more acule, misery and
distress are continuously on the increase, The old phrascs
about democracy and reforms are now impotent and not
even bourgeois society itself is able to control its economie
apparatus. The ruin of capitalism is a natural con-
sequence of the world war. The capilalist system of
production can no longer be saved despite all the efforts
of labour leaders; for the real character is revealed and
nothing can prevent reformist illusions from crumbling.

Within the working class loday two opposing
tendencies are evident: reformism and revolutionary class
struggle. Between these two stand the Centrists who do
not know which side to join. They are revolutionary in
speech but reformist in aclion, always upholding the
reformists in every decisive situation. This breach in the
organised forces of the proletariat is much to be regrelted,
but it is necessary and inevitable. Unity will be created
only on the basis of the revolutionary class struggle,

The working youth, being a part of the working class,
must take part in the fight for their class interests. They,
too, have grouped themselves in the three divisions
indicated, but here the proportion®of forces is quite diffe-
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‘ stance which promises much for the success
':;n:i:: ;:t::fl.ru:r“ struggle. For the Youth International I:;.
always championed the revolutionary tendency wi:hin! ;
lebour movement. In spite of all falsehood, in spi elu h..-.
persecution, the Young Communist Intern-:almnn g as
maintained its revolutionary character i:ul HI'I& w‘.*eryr ayi
and still holds its position as lr:-adur of the :ntf.rlnalac;na
working class youth. The Young Cnmn'.{)ums : n['?:-
national has now more than 750,000 mmraogrs in :h'?
different countries and counts, hea:ideﬁ. 230, - ‘%yr[;Pn 1;
sers in the Far East and 10,000 in ltal}r.' ;{.u; éﬂu:;l
represent the really living Youth lqlumntmnud.ul | ::‘;ZI
Patriot and Centrist Yﬂ;ﬂh :t}lurn;}ttu;n:;:;::uzi th;n?m“liE
ied in vain to split this unite ' :
:;:jh:::fnll.n These b{:s‘.ies are a merely pass{;vc u;‘ﬂlz::s
sations each of them havmp: some lD{J.ﬂﬂ n:-;:_es
within their affiliated sections in five or six countries.

The Young Communist International stands unbrPLken
and ready to fight in spite of the attempts to disrupt i

THE UNITED FRONT.

JODAY when the capitalist offensive is more
ruthless than ever, the whole working class
2/ must unite to defend its vital interests.
W Though the efforts of the Communist Inter-
national to form a united front of the three
Internationals were defeated by the reformist and centrist
members who refused to collaborate further, the workers
belonging to the Centrist or Right Socialist groups are
nonetheless determined to create the united front together
with the Communists, despite the opposition of their
leaders. In this agitation for the united Ifront the youth
organisations must actively participate, and the Young
Communist International must be the mouthpiece and
defender of the cause of the working youth. In the
Berlin Conference of the three Executive Committees and
In the Commitlee of Nine, nominated by them, the Young
Communist International brought forward the demands of
the young workers: but as this Committee was broken up

by the Second and Second-and-a-Half Internationals
nothing was done.

_ The Social Patriot and Centrist Youth Internationals
which in 1921 tried to split the united front of the youth,
held a general unily conference in Leipzig in January,

1922. In spite of all their Phrases about the united iront,
the Young Communist International invi

During the discussion on the unification of a
youth organisations, nothing was mentioned about the !
Young Communist International which counts hundreds of /
thousands of young proletarians within its ranks. ,-“Th‘f.'-.‘/
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splitters and disruptionists of yesterday are the apostles
of unity today, but they do not want to unify all organi-
sations. Are their attempts at unity meant only o carry
on a more effective fight against the Young Communist
International? Or do they intend to isolate the majority
of the real proletarian youth which adheres to the Young
Communist International?

The working youth all over the world will at lcast
understand which of the three Youth Internationals
represents their interests. In ever increasing masses the
voung workers will join the living Youth International,
which is the Young Communist International. On the
basis of the revolutionary class struggle the proletarian
youth will unite in the fight for its inleresis and for the
liberation of the whole proletariat.

The Young Communist Organisations in the dilferent
countries are the true prolelarian youth organisations and
the Young Communist International is the leader of the
struggle of the proletarian youth. To follow them means
to engage in a ruthless uncompromising struggle and in
self sacrifice, but it also means liberation from hunger
and misery, from slavery and oppression. It means —

VICTORY.

CORRESPONDENCE
of the
YOUNG INTERNATIONAL

You MUST read these two Papers

Jor NEWS of the International Mo-

vement & THE PROBLEMS of the

INTERNATIONAL WORKING- |
CLASS YOUTH
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THE YOUNG WORKER

TheFighting Organ ofthe
Young WorKers League of
America

Brilliant Articles
Snappy Cartoons

THE YOUNG COMMUNIST
The Offical Organ of the

YoungCommunistL.eague
of Great Britain.
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