
Youth in the Class 
Struggle: A History of 
the Young Communist 

Movement 

Arvid Vretling 
1926 London: Executive 

Committee YCI 
34p. 



-

• 

'1,,"""" •• ' •• ""'" •••• " •••• 0 •••••••• ", ..... , ... ....... . 

Being a short History of the 
Young Communist ~lovement 

by Arvid Vrelling 

• 

I Published by the 
Executive Committee 0/ the 

, 

, 

II 

~ 
I 

I 
I 
~ ! 

- II 
"'" ... , ........... ,,",11 ..... , 10'" .,' .... . .. '"" ....... ' 



• 

• 

• 

CONTENTS 

TIlE IIISTORY 

The War 

The Red Dnwn • • 

The Intcrnationnl Day of Youth 

The Third inlcrn:.tionnl Day of Youth 

The Aftcrm::ath of the War . . . 

S I u t tg ... r I-B erne-Ber 1 i n-Mosco\\ 

• • • 

• • • • • 

P.~e 

5 

7 

10 

II 

" 15 

16 

The Berlin Conference lD 1919 . . . . . . . J9 

TilE PROGRAMME OF THE YOUTH INTERNATIO AL 20 

ONWARD . . . . , . . . . . . . . 

TIlE OFFENSIVE OF THE ENEMIES 

THE UNITED FRONT . • . . 
• 

• 

• 

23 

26 

29 



• 

• 

• 

• 

THE HISTORY. 
is a period in the history of the prole­

tarian Youth Movemenl of which we can feel 
proud - and that is the period of the four 
years' Imperial ist war. 

The outbreak of the Imperialist war in 
August 1914, was not merely the work of capitalists 
nnd imperialists. Alasl that moment also unm.uked 
the leaders of the Second International who proved. 
to be trailers to the intemational proletariat. bctr3yers 
of the most elementary principles of international 
solidnrity, and became nationalists and champions 
of bourgeois interests. The Second International, the 
organ of international proletarian unity. was crushed 
and broken to pieces. In spite of all declamatory congress 
resolutions against wIlr and in favour of united working 
class action in the event of war breaking oul, the fact was 
that in August 1914, proletarians began fighting against 
proletarians, <ievastating. burning. pillaging and murdering 
in the name of the fatherland and other grandiloquent 
phrases. The working class fought for the interests of its 
oppressors 3.gainst those of its own brothers. Young and 
old proletarians were killed in masses on the field of 
battle. They <lied for a patriotic lie. and the labour 
leaders of the different countries were deceived and 
fettered by the interests of the nation 3.nd of c3.pitalism. 
The World War was 'a vicious lesson which must awaken 
thl:! consciousness of the work ing class and show it another 
form of fighting - the class struggle. 
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But in Ilih' ul nil, th,nu!!h I Ill' ',mnk", ul IUlHI· lind 
t1H' thunth.·r of III,> I!un we cnuld "till henr, nhhutlllh 
h:('hty, tll\\ lIulh \tbuul U,,' \Yrn . In "pile of ul1. thun' 
I' ."t·tt in Ilh.1 dlUNI.mt cuuntric!!o 1I11H\1l !troup, of fevalu­
tI{)nnry dHunllion- who IHHt not (u)1d Ihdr IIn ul" to na~lon . 
nli 11\ I\od "'C lt ('ltll\li Ill . Thl.\Y sow Ill\) n~nH'I<!"':I mUI\uy 
.Ind th" ,thln'Oj Inlu which the workmlf clnfjfl: Willi 

Iltrawll. lhl'Y I\W the I\bjcct lrcnc!\(.'ry of t~H: lender. who 
I net 1I,hI the proll'tnritll. tit 'Y Anw th,~ rUIIl" or the one 
'\m" ;.nbour lnlcrnlltionnl. Evcrylhinlt wnll In n 'Ilnle of 
ohnol. nul it \\1M nccC8l<inry to open lhe \,lye!' of .lh~ 
m~ MCS. in order IlInt tIH'Y might understand the tcrrlbh 
en!n !rophe llml hnd hnppcOI.:d; it wus necessary once 
mQre to crcnl\' the inlcrnlltiootll prolctnri.no blllll~-Ir?nl 
ll~o.ln _ 1 the wnr und titnt which provoked 11 cn~ltn l u;UI 

d . . \. It b"cnme the tusk 01 the orllolUsntionl an Ilt\penn 18m, .. t 
01 prolctllrlon youth in tbe dillerent countrle" to el ft­
bUl b Q new InlernaHonftl or~l\nls,ntiou lJ~ronaer tbnn ',be 

Id It was the prolctnrion youth In the dlHerent countnes 
:h~ mercilessly exposed the true chtltnclcr 01, the ,war 
and tried to awn ken the mosses Irom lhl' hYi>n.~t'c spc ll 01 
the Wt\f to calm their notionnlhl l delirium, I he-so or~nd 
nl,nHon; of youth had nlrcndy in lh ~ pre-war perlo 
fought unflinchingly 3~{dnst the incre~$lng 8 1~okness o~d 
opportunism of the Socinl Democrt\l!c Portle8, ,Am,o It 
lhese rndicnl membcrtl of the Socinlist youth ~q{a nI8n ~lon~ 
there were mnny Inmou8 spokesmen 01 the 1O t<:r ~ahO:HI 
prolclarint. Even 10 tbnt eody period the pro elar:: 
youth organintion., according to Ko.rl Licbknccht, R~ 
LuxcmbufJ! nnd Frmn: Mehring, were the only hope or 
the re volutionary rejuven"tion 01 the whole labour 

movement. It ' 'n 
Tdri/dll ,i .. , the foreh!" secrelory of Sov~ct UIlIIIQfr'r 

hit. SI.'"f('/l!'If tlf tlw IIiJllorll (,f Ih,' ") '111 111 It 
lift/ifill/In h:l!t the roll{)win~ to 80y d.bOl~t the 1tc n cr~ 1 ~ hl~~ 
tion of the luhour movcment ot th!l.t tllnc: At the 011 
break "I Ille lVar Ille illlpurlalli /Ifsloriwl lasks ol{I:,e 
youtll ort:0nlsailofls fn tile I'volutiOllory process 0 ', '~ 
new Socia list rcvolutlollary labollr movcment IIad del r 
loped Inlo matllrlty. . ., 

• 

1(IlII 1,;1 ',l.-w,'Id, nt th(, hellinning of Iltt' 20th c,'ntury. 
declnrrd tlmt the 50elnll.1 youlh or$!nni,ntlonl, who had 
,.Iflycd {III Iml)lIrfclnl ,.ril.1 In the 1H'r1od up to the (Jutbrl:ok 
of tht' WIll', w~'re Ihe only rca I nrm in tilt' fillht allaln.t 
rnillinritnll , They .. tood in the vl'ry centrl' 01 the bDUI~ 
fou.llht hy thl' new rl'Volutlonnry dementi. ,clrowinl! up 
within tli,' inturnntional lohour !!loveHuml agujOllI all 1"I.e­
hood and reBctionary ttndcncie l in the working clnfJ ond 
Ihi urJ!tlnl.l1tionll, And they al,o I tood In the centre of 
the procf,l U Ullt 01 which devdoped new revolutionary 
tCiCtiCt nnd n nl'W conccptlon of the clau .truggle. Durinlf 
the war tho SDclnli,t youth orgnnj.,ationl tlnd Ihrir lnter­
nntionol Union played" It III greater and much more im­
portant port in the politiclll lift: of the Inlcrnlltionlll prole­
tnrint. The proletarian youth organl allon. were the lirat 
in the labour movement to oppole the "civil pencc" policy 
of the Social patriotic trode union leaders , In FRANCE 
"nd GERMANY. Socialist youth groupi took thl' initlo.tlve 
in IItnrtln,cl on energetic anti-mllllnrl.t Dnd anU-war cam­
paIgu, beginning with on attack upon the Soci",! patriotic 
fal,chood of thc "W3r for defencc", But Ihit\ W4~ not 10 
he left unpuni . hed , Th' goverment. did not wont to hnve 
their true character revealed during the wnr, With the aid 
of the Social PRtriot •• till: working mussCi had b(jen in­
duced to believe tho.t the war WDS being fought for their 
vitol Interest. (lnd thM OI\lIonol independence. democracy, 
etc., were nt . tnke, All propagnndn ngninltt the wtlr wna 
therefore .uppreucd without mercy, nnd thousnnda of 
enthu.iastic heroes 10.1 their IIvel or were .cntenced 
to Rlany ycntl impri.onmcnt 'or their "crimu", whieh 
consl.tod in fiJthtinJt n~oiMt the WL\I' nnd (or pence, 
Covernment •• howevcr, lIlay murder or throw into pri.on 
mnny brave ndvocotCli of real pence, but the ide" 01 
world pence and the revolutionary cius, struggle I. im­
mortnl. Thus the ncvolutlonnry Proletnria.n Youth orgnni . 
5nlion" cl1rricd On an ullremitting pr()pngandn. 

THE WAR. 
TIlE war 04UIIICd n br~llk dc)wn of the 

rcintion, bctwl'("n the youth f)r"nni~otionj". 
in terna t ionnl 

The Int("r-
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nationnl Youth Con~rcss nt 8tutloat'i in 1907. nnd nt 
('ull(/lhWJtll in 1910 (in connection wilh lhe Congress of 
the Second Intcfnation"l) hnd set up nn International 
S ... ~cretarit\t, but the relations between the organisation, 
were very loose before the wnr. The world conflict. how. 
CH~r. brought about the creation of the Real International 
of Youth. In October. 1914. the youth organisations of 
the SCA DI AVIAN COUNTRIES. ITALY. and 
S\XIITZERLANU took the initintive in convoking an inter· 
nationnl Socinlist youth congress or. in any case, a con· 
ference between the youth orgnnisntions of the neutral 
countries. The wnr restrictions on trnvclling acted as n 
great hindrnnce to nn international conference, but in 
spite of nil this the latter was organised and took place 
in the !\pring in 1915. 

The organisations of lhe Socinlist Youth werc the 
first to convene :tn inlernntional Congress. the forerun~er 
of Zimmrru·alcl. The Congress was held at Berne dUring 
Easter. 19l5. Delegates had arrived from 10 countries 
in spite of the difficulties attached to a journey in war 
lime. The Berne Conference gave expression to inler· 
national solidarity. centering its discussions on how to 
organise the future struggle on. an int?rnntionai. sc~ le and 
to establish close collaboratton With organisations of 
Socialist Youth 3.11 over the world . 

This conference hnd a certain historical significance 
while lhe different nations were fighting each other; 
while cannon, machine guns, rifles and bayonets werc 
killing thousands and hundreds of tho~sa?ds.; while lhe 
labour youth gave their lives (or the patnohc l~e - for .the 
interests of their true enemies. (or the rapacIous caplt~· 
lists to whom no sacrifice was too great, just in tbls 
period o[ darkness and desperation. distress and blank 
despair. the Socialist Youth mel in Conference. . Inter~ 
national solidarity still existed amongst the revolulto~at) 
youth, and here the plnns were drawn [or the ~,gh~ 
against war and for peace; here the watchword was gl~e 
which was to become the signal for the whole workmg 
class in lhe fight against their exploiters. At Berne. 
representatives of the youth movement assembled fr()lll 
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different countries to prepare the only holy war, the war 
of the oppressed against the oppressors - a war not 
marked by national boundnries, but by the frontiers of 
class. 

This conference of the Socialist Youth at Berne 
ahone oul in tho darkness like n flaming beacon, and was 
seen by the workers of all the world. International reill. 
lions were, to some degree, once more established. With 
regard to the war and the tasks of the Socialist youth 
orgllnisations the following resolution was passed: 

"Th~ Inl,rnaJional SocJalld Con"mmc~ 01 Youlh 1l0!tJinl 
.~."on in B(lrn(l on April 5th and 6t/ •• all'ndt'd by dtol.tol(l. 
from 10 countTi(l., rt'n(lw. th(l dt'ci';on. 01 III" Int~rnalional 
Socialist Con/orencl!. 01 Youth at Stulltarl. Coptmhagen, and 
Bade rvMch appl!al(ld to the UJOrkint youth 01 al/ countrics 
10 lakll up Iho 1i~1Jt againd war and militarlm. 

"TI,,, Conler(lnc~ datu with OI!"P rCftrlli thai tI,. Socia/id 
Youth Organi.aflon •• like Ih(l SOciail6l Organisation. 0/ 1/,(1 
odull., did not, in mod counlril!'. ad according to Ihu(I 
decision' 01 Ih(l outbreak 0/ lh~ war. 

"Th" pre"nt conllict. l'lnn in thou ca.". whllre Ih" ruling 
clan". and Iheir tou~rnmMI pr(l/condtld 10 carry on a dt'/(ln. 
,iue war. i. the rNull 0/ the imp~riali" poliC'j 01 Ihe ruling 
clane, 0/ 01/ capitolirl counlrie. directed againd tI,. {nt"uls 
01 11,(1 peopl.. War thr(latMs and 'UM dNlroy. Ih, vdal 
force. 0/ Ih(l flJOrking c/all(ls: it paraJy.~s It. organilation.; 
It hampcF$ it. ability 10 act atain.t Ihe inl"nalional cIa •• 
0/ (lxploil~rs, 

"Th" pollC'j 01 truc," b"lw('tm th" c/a'.(I. i. a policy 
/lJII~rrby thl! Social Democracy r •• jgM it. I.aa.r.hip a. a 
parly 01 pro/(ltaTian class .fruggle, ana abandons the vital 
in/Clruf. and ;dl!ol. 01 th" pro/(l/ariat. /n con.la,rotion 01 
111(1." lact. the Int(lrnalional Sociali.t Con/uMce 0/ Youth 
dMland. th(l imm"diolc C<'Slallon 01 111(1 war. II wII/conut. 
wllh d"lighi Ih. all(lmpls 01 Ih" Party troups in th(l countri". 
partiCipating in th(l war, ~.p"cially Ih" d(lcisions 01 Ih~ Inlu. 
national Prol(llarian Wom(lfl'" Con/(lrcnc(l, to lore, Ih(l 
ruling cia,."". by fflt'ans 01 ",uolulionary acllon on th, pari 
01 Ih, prol"larjal. 10 declar" p(lac('. /I con.id"r. /I Ihl! dllty 
01 01/ young comrad", 01 bolh ,(lXCS 10 support M.rg./ically 
11,(1 mou~menl toward. p"acCI which i. gaining in .trtngth in 
01/ btJll,g"r<>n1 counlrlc/;. II (lXpcc/" active ,upporl 01 thi. 
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octlon lor p"RC" Irom th. youth orgam'salions in the noufral 

£tat"s. 
"The Conf"rence uehemently pro"'sts against th" aUempt. 

to place th" Socialist }' outh OrA/anisations at lIu! scrvic(' 01 
th(' bourgeois militarist youth organisations. Ihus divertin, 
the! working youth Irom th('ir Irll" tasks: Socialist eclucation. 
the battle against capitalist uploilation QfltI militarism, 

" ... \$ r('gartls thl!' pr('s('nt war will! ils horrible conSequMC(',. 
a war which rutllil'ssiy utilis('s as calltlon ladder ('ven 111' 
youth hardly oul 01 school. the Conlerence emphasis,,! t~. 
Q(>ce$sity 01 enlightening the young workers 01 all countrlln 
still mor(' int"nsit!"/y than lI('r('/olore 011 the nolure 01 war 
and militarisni as inevitable sccondary cllccls 01 the capitalist 
S\'stCnI. The Con/('r('nc" str"!S"S the t1ucd lor uducaling (h. 
young workers in Ihr! spirit 01 Ih" inlernational class struggl •• 
and til us closr!ly gathering tlle.'l1l arollflcl the banll(lr 01 revo­
'utionarv Socialism." 

This' resolution represented. then, the position of the 
congress against the war and at the same time w~s a cl~ar 
criticism of the policy of the Social Democrahc Parhes 
everywhere not only in the belli.gerent countries. In addi­
tion a whoie senes of other questions were considered. 
including the creation of a /;tebf';lIccht Ftmd to be used for 
maintaining the Secretariat then residing in ZILrich. And 
now began a new period in the history of the. ~outh Intu­
national. a period of political action and poithcal str~g~le 
to revolutionise the Parlies which were still reformlsltc. 
It was the youth which carried on this struggle succesS­
fully and thus prepared the ground for the Zimme~wald 
Conference and laler on [or the Communist lnternahonal . 

THE RED DAWN. 
THE new Secretariat (of which Comrade Musn=on­

bN"g was nominated secretary) waS charged will~ th~ 
extensive task of organising the Youth fnternatlOn.a , 
making the youth organisations -io the various countriCS 
prepare for the combat, and furthering the congress resO' 
lutions in those countries which were nol represented at 
the Berne. Conference. By the autumn of 1915 not .tess 
than 19 youth organisations or groups in the vanous 
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countries had declared thcir agreCloenl with the decision 
of the Berne Conference of the Youth International. In 
spite of all difficulties the Secretariat succeeded in 
making it possible for the organisations to enler into 
relation wilh each other, and edited a special organ i.n 
order to awaken the international consciousness of the 
working class. The name of lhis publication was j)ie 
J11Ulmd'inicrrlati<mals(The International oi Youth). In spite 
of censorship and postal difficulties. eleven numbers of 
the International of Youth appeared during the war. 
containing articles by the best writers of lhe International 
labour movement. such ns Lenin, Trotzky, Radek. Zinoviev. 
Bronsky, Kollontai, Ballabanova (Russia), Licbknecht, 
E. Bernstein etc. (Germany), and a great many other well­
known comrades from all parts of lhe world. Incontestably, 
those issues belong to the mos(. important Socialist docu­
ments and are a splendid example of the revolutionary 
enthusiasm and ard.our of the Socialist Youth. 

lHE INTERNA llONAL DAY OF YOUTH. 
IN the din of war, of its patriotic and chauvinist pro­

paganda. the Socialist Youth created its international 
Rallying Day. The first of May which for some twenty 
or thirty years has been lhe rallying day of the inter­
nationnl proletariat, has a worthy supplement in the Inter­
national Day of Youth. The first International Day of 
Youth on the 31"ld of October, 1915, was all the more 
important as it was not only an international movement 
against the war and for peace, but also a gathering of the 
revolutionary forces in the different countries. It was the 
formation of n united. fronl against the Socinl Patriots and 
the betrayers of International Socialism who bad sold 
themselves to nationalism aDd imperialism, It is to the 
everlasting merit of the Youth International that it raised 
the Red Banner of international solidarity and called faT 
action to liberate tbe proletariat at a time of nationalist 
delirium and patriotic idolatry. The International Day of 
Youth was celebrated by enormous demonstrations in 
GERMANY, SWEDEN. DENMARK. SWITZERLAND, 
HOLLAND. RUMANTA, and PORTUGAL. 
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1'h authoriti('~ in c\'cry country hnd tried by aU 
m('ans to (In.'vcnt these demonstrations. especially in the 
bclligcn:nt slales. All lellers. tc1egrn1ll~. ~'c., connected 
'YI. ith the International Day of Youth, were Ultcrccptcd by 
the censor, The International Burenu issued the following 
m3nil~sto with the call to observe the International Day 
of Youth: 

Comrad~s! 
Hott,~,,,,,,, horrib/(' Ih~ soerilicrs 01 this war, how('u",. 

I~rrible the armaments lor nelU Ulors may be. they are not 
tit u'O'" cato$lrophco. The worst. which s/r;k,,~ our .hta,,. 
most d""ply and pain/ully. ;s II,,' failuro 01 lar~c ,achon. 0' 
Ille Socialisl Partie, in most counlTin. I. the de"f'uc!lon. 01 

ociolist id"ois in the blood·lilI(!d o'mo$ph"r~ 0/, OS$osrnfltlo~, 
is the disgraceful misuse 01 Ih" labour or~anlsahon' and their 
prus by Sodal patriotic' labour Ictadt!rs lor militarist purpo''''S. 

YOllng Comradf.!s/ You were tht! first to rt!nlfw common 
u'Ork on an inlctrnalionol ,ca/ct. You mud be ,IIct nr$l to brctak 
compltlely and dctlinilctly with Illost! who dishonour our nom. 
and btsmirch our Ilag. \V e do no/ wanl holl·nu~asuru and 
compromis". Broo,.. comradts hao,.. pr~cf.'ded "' an~ afl 
today paying lor their laith /0 lnlcrnahono! Revolutionary 
Socialism in prison. Th,..s,.. martyrs should nol I,ov" ollerct~ 
Ihems.luf!s in vain. Let us follow their ctxamplc. Itt u' br"a 
with ctuerylhing untrue. wllh all hall·11Ieasurcs! . 

On Seplembctr lrd we will march not only against bou'd 
geoi. mililorism, but also againd those who haue ab~ndonct 
our class peoplll. who by cnterint a ministry, by granhng ~~' 
cr.dil, by holding .pelleh", and furiling bookl~/S. for b' 
d('/,nc(' 01 til" war, champion or f.!XCI:se thl! conlltct. who. Y 
thcir passivity bear Iht! grt!atf.'S1 rt!sponsibilily lor thl! I/~' 
prisonnu>nt of UcbhneclIt and Hot!glund. and. haue lo~' L ~ 
,it.ht 10 call th(!m.ctlu,... Socialists. Away wIth t/lem " 
Iher. be nothing in common blliween usI! . I D 

WiUl this appelll and by tbis first Internattona a~ 
ot Youth the Socilllist Youth of all co~trics 1~'HmHe:!.~i. 
its will for revolutionary struggle , for mternatlonal 1 d 
dully of the proletariat. It was the stonn \lInt r~s ll~ 

. . EnthuSH1S tC. through the world, augunng 3 new era. '(' . g 
delving all obstacles a.nd punishments, even sacn ICln f 
their H,'cs the young proietnri::ms raised the banner 0 

• d 'lwas a 
peace, freedom, nnd revolution. In those ays 1 od st 
great exploit. even if it is looked upon today as a m e 
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demonstration. The ice was broken, the wilt for the 
struggle was again alive. 

In May, 1916, international action was again llnnoun· 
ced. This time it was a demonstration of sympathy for 
Licbkllecht. 11o(Ju i1l1ul, and other comrades who had been 
senlenced to years of imprisonment because of their 
revolutionary peace propaganda. The manifestation took 
place in most countries though it was rendered rather 
difficult in the belligerent ones. At all meetings resolu • 
lions of protest were passed against these arrests and 
sentences, which were justly considered as infamous class 
sentences. The resolutions demanded revocation of the 
sentences and immediate liberation. Failing this, the 
Bureau of tbe Youth International was charged with tbe 
task of entering into relation with the trade union organi· 
sations and the Socialist Parties in aU countries, to discuss 
further action on behalf of these comrades. 

In Berlin 55000 workers participated in this de· 
monstraHon; in Blockltolm, 20000; and in the other COUD· 

tries as well the nwnbcr of demonstrators was consi. 
derablc. These demonstrations of the Socialist Youth 
International were, however, surpassed in strength and 
the number of participants on the Second International 
Day of Youth , September 3rd, 1916, 11 demonstration 
directed especially against the criminal policy of the 
Social patriots. 

Thus, the appeal issued by the lnternation:ll Bureau 
states: 

"Considering Ihc lact thai (,olin Ihe Paris Congress 01 
the Inlerna/ional. in 1900, instructed fhe Social Dllmocrac:y 
10 organisc Ih" prolclarian YOllth. particularly lor Ih" plZrposr 
of Ughling againsl militari&m. and considrtring. furthrtr. th, 
Liebkn(!cht resolution at Ihe CopMhagen Conleunc(' 01 til, 
International 01 Youlh. in 1910, which d"clared thai an 
indepMdenl p,olelarian youth mov('menl was onff 01 liI e best 
inslruments in the Socialist sirutgl" agains/ militari.m, th. 
Bern fl Confertmce 01 the Socialist Youlh Int.rnalional dllcide, 
to instruct the lnlt!rnational Suulariat 01 Ihe Youth to lak, 
Ihe nect'ssary measures 10 organise in the diflerrnl counlrie6 
01 Ih" Socialist Youth Organisollons ,., po,sibll!, wilh th" 
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cooptrallon 01 th~ SoC'ioli,t Portlrs ftnd th~ int"noHonal trod .. 
unions on in/frnotionol anti-militor,s, Doy 01 Youth." 

The Sc-cond Internationnl Dny of Youth wns n great 
day for the <leialist Youth Internationnl nnd for those of 
the workin~ clnss who gnthered under its bnnner. That 
the enthusiasm nnd fighting spirit shown by the COura­
goous nnd self.sacrificing group were fen red by the 
authorities is evident by the arrest and persecutions of 
our comrades. 

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
YOUTH. 

THIS took place on September 2nd, 1917, and wu 
preceded by nn Inlernationnl \'(Ieek of Propaganda. which 
in mMy cases, strengthened the different youth organi­
sations. A gainst war, against militarism oDd lor a Socinlist 
peace - ~uch was the nppeal of the Youth Day of 1917. 
Such. too. was the appeal of the International Day of 
Youth 01 1918. Both these youth days were worthy 
successors of the preceding ones. The International Day 
of Youth was known to all nnd celebrated by great masses. 

The sacrifices of the Socialist Youth International in 
the struggle during the war arc numberless. Nothing less 
could have been expected from the revolutionary fight of 
the Socialist Youth. Young comrades had to pny for 
their .. crimiDill" propagnnda against war and (or pence 
with their lives or long terms of imprisonment. These 
victims of the st ruggle for revolutionary Socialism will 
be kept in glorious remembrance for their struggle OD 

behalf of international pence and for the revolution. They 
did Dot forsake their duty nor thcir belief in internation3i 
Socialism. They gave the ir lives for us and for our caus~. 

When the members of the old International Bureau 10 

Brussrb. many of whom entered the bourgeois govern­
ments as ministers during the war. completcly betrayed 
the interests of the proletnriat and aba.ndoned the inter· 
national s truggle, when they becnme nationalists and 
patriots, the members of the international Socialist youth 
did not desert their faiUl. They acted in complete accord 
with the revolutionary principle of the class stru~glc. 
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They were not entrusted with ministerial portefolios, but 
were sentenced to many years imprisonment and even to 
denth, as, for example, our comrade Oat'l~ri, the Italian 
representative in the Bureau. 

All these sacrifices have not been in vain. The youth 
and the revolutionary part of the working elnss will 
remember the courageous martyrs. They were the cham­
pions of the new International which has begun n real 
struggle for the interests of the international proletariat. 
The Fifth International Day of Youth took place on the 
7th of September. 1919, with new slogans. The Russian 
Revolution had been followed by the German Revolution 
in the autumn of 1918 and a Communist International had 
been founded in the spring of 1919. A Soviel State of 
lhe brave Russian workers and peasants had resisted a 
world of enemies; the class struggle nO\\l took n reat 
revolutionary form even in Western Europe. In the 
Communist International. lender of the revolutionary 
s truggle. a Socialist Youth International had found a com-

• paOlon. 

THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR. 
BUT now, d"Uring the revolutionary class war in the 

different countries. the proletaria.t had again to lose many 
01 its best comrades. As the greatest loss to the revolu­
tionary Socialist youth we remember first 01 all Karl 
Liebknecht, who lost his life together witb Rosa Luxem. 
burg in the German revolutionary battle. Once more the 
Social Patriots with the aid of Noske's ha.ngmen had 
claimed new victims. Two of the foremost fighters in the 
revolutionary class struggle and two of the greatest 
leaders of the proletariat. 

Thousa.nds of young comrades ga ve their lives for the 
cause of their class during those revolutionary limes. 
Just as in August. 1914, the Social Patriots. in the se rvice 
?1 the imperialist bourgeoisie once morc betrayed the 
mierests of the proleta.riat. It is a tragic fact that large 
masses of workers stiU followed their traitors nnd de-
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Cl'IVl"<i their c1nss comrades despite the lessons they had 
reccivc(1 in the world \\'~r. 

Thl' International Day of Youth in 1919 could not be 
cclcbrat d on 0. hul!e scalc in nil countries because of 
or~l\nisntionnl dilli ullies, 1n most counlrics, however, 
large mniSCS ntlcndcd the demonstrations and mcetings. 
In Berlin, o5kc's Black nnd Tnns revealed their true 
charactcr by firing with machine guns upon 2.000 young 
demonstra tors on their wny home. On this Filth Inter· 
nntional Day of Youth, the watchword was uFor Soviet 
Russia' (or tbe Communist IntcrDatioDa\j (or the reali. 
sation 'o( the proletarinn revolution and thc prolctari.a.n 
dictatorship in nit counlriesl" 

The Sixth Internationa.l Day o( Youth, on Sep. 
tember 6'th, 1920, was s till morc ma.gnificent and im. 
pressive Ulan the preceding ones, and also belter ~repa. 
red. In some 20 countries - besides those subordtnaled 
to the Moscow Secretnrial - , nbout three million work era 
hailed the Youth Day. And on tile Seventh International 
Day of Youth, on September 4th, 1921, enormous crowds 
of demonstrators gathered around lhe banner of the Youth 
International. 

Thus the seven International Days of Youth have con­
stantly indicated a growing interest in the Communist 
Youth Movement, an ever increasing number of cham­
pions adhering to the programme and \"Iatchw~rd of the 
Young Communist International. The Intemahonal Day 
o[ Youth has become a. tradition with which arc bound l~P 
the great exploits of the revolutionary youth. But shU 
greater exploits are to be achieved. \Vilh eve: greater 
enthusiasm Qnd militancy the proletarian youth Will g~thC~ 
-around the banners of the Young Communist Internahona 
and the International Day 01 Youth will some day be 
celebrated under the aegis of victory and liberation. 

STUTfGART - BERNE-BERLIN -MOSCOW. 
THE Congresses of Stuttgart, Borne, ncrli'~. and 

Jlloscow can be considered as milestones in the III.sto? 
nod evolution of UIC proleta.rian Youth Internahonn, 
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Thesc four cities nre connected with four different periods 
of the history of the VOUUI International. The Socialist 
Youth Organisations had been discussed even before lhe 
Stuttgart Congress in 1907. In the year 1900 in ParM and 
in 1904 in A7tlllicrdom, attempts had been mad~ to 
establish international relations between the diHerent 
Socialist Youth Organisations. These, however, did not 
succeed. Shortly afterwards, Karl Liebknecltt, Ludwig 
FranA·, and I)I! Man endeavoured to create a proletarian 
youth international. This caused the congress of the 
South German youth organisation (in September, 1906) to 
e.ntrust De Mati officially with the task of forming con nee­
hons between the Socialist Youth organisations, and con¥ 
voking a Socialist Youth congress in conjunction with the 
Socialist Congress at Stuttgart, 1907. 

In March. 1907, a provisional International Bureau was 
founded with J)o .lfan as its .secretary. Thanks to tlib 
Bureau a youth congress took place August 24-261h at 
w!lich representatives from 13 countries assisted. Karl 
fAe(/kllcchl was elected president of the Youth Jnter~ 
nationa l. The Stuttgart Congress took place two years 
after the defeat of the Russian revolution in 1905, when 
terrorism was rife in Russia, and when revisionisJD 
flourished in the labour movement of Western Europe, 
But the Russian revolution in 1905 had awakened the 
worki~g masses, had shown them the necessity of 
choosmg other means for their liberation than those of 
eter?al compromise with their enemies in the bourgeois 
parhaments. h was necessary to lay particular strcss 00 

re~olutionnry action of lhe JDasses, through general 
stukes nnd a.rmed rebellions. This could nol be done 
h~wever, without revolutionary Soci.a.Jist education: 
Without a militant spirit ready for combat. And those to 
uphold that spirit could be recruited only from the ranks 
of the proletarian youth. Hence the calling of the Slutt~ 
ga:t Conference. A primary feature of the proceedings of 
tillS Congress, even overshadowing the revolutionary part 
of the programme, was the educational plan. advanced and 
accep ted, emphasiSing the str'uggle I{Iga.inst alcohol, tbe 
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need ior physical training and protection of the young 

workers . 
The Socialist Youth International was founded in 

Stuttgart, but its organisntion was rather loose and feeble. 
The most important result oi the Stuttgart Congress was 
its ionnulation of a programme [or united. action, the 
basis ior thc Ilctivities or the organisations in the diHerent 

countries. 
Between 1907-1914 only onc congress of Inter. 

antional Youth was convened; this. in connection with the 
Socialist Congress in Copenhagep" on the 4th of Sep· 
tember, 1910. 32 representatives {rom 9 countries, in· 
cluding guests hom Germany, France, Hungary, Serbiil, 
and Rumania, assisted at this International Youth 

Congress. 
Revisionism had won victories in Western Europe and 

e\'erywhere the youth organisations had to put up a hard 
battle {or tbeir independence. It was therefore a vet)' 
irresolutely worded resolution that was accepted on the 
question of the relations between the youth organisation 
aod the party or trade unions. This resolution declares, 
among other things: 

"As it is th~ task 01 th~ youth mOI)~ment to ~ducate' tht 
working youth lor the class strlfggle, it must collaborate con· 
stantly with th .. parti.e's and the' trade union organisations," 

The Socialist Youth Organisations were thus obliged 
by this resolution to eduoate their members for the class 
struggle, but only in harmony and unders tanding with the 
parties and the trade organisations. This resolution waS 
then, indeed, an acknowledgement of revisionism. the 
sworn enemy of the revolutionary class struggle and any 
revolutionary youth orgnnisation. This. however, did ~ot 
prevent the organisations of many countries from making 
an ,i~tensive propaganda against revisionism and {or the 
pobllcal and organisational independence of the youth 
movement. 

Another conlerence between the representatives ~l 
~he Socialist Youth Organisations took place at B~sl,c ID 

he autumn of 1912, Only a few countries were offiCially 
represented, An international youth congress will 
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scheduled to ~ake place in connection with the Socialist 
Congress at Vienna in the summer of 1914, but both con· 
gresses wllere prevented by tJle outbreak of th 
Th . d 190' e war. e perlO 7-191~ IS the firs t period in the histo 
of the Youth Intemailonal. ry 

~he second period dates from the outbreak of the 
war m T~91~ until 1919 and the Berlin Congress of that 
year. ' Ihe therne Conference and the agitation during the 
war, WI e vat lh d 
described and we ~~I~s iliYOur ays have already been 
period. I ere ore pass over to the third 

THE BERLIN CONFERENCE IN 1919. 
IT was this congress in B r h 

International a finn b' er In t at gave the Youth 
n~l1y the congress wa:~I: ~:~/:~~~g or.gani~ati~n. Origiw 
thlS was impossible b n place In Vienna, but 
etc .• as it had heen in et~ause o! the passport difficulties. 
August 1919 t' e prevIous years 1914-1919. In 

, ,cer am comrodes r th 
countries came togeth t ' rom e different , er 0 nommate . , 
committee which was cha cd' a provISional 
the Berlin Congress Th r~ With the preparations for 
21st of November ~ith ~8 ongress was opened 00 the 
representing 240000 m b delegates (rom 14 countries 

• em ers B 'd h 
guests from several co t' . eSI es. t ere were some 
live of the Communis~ t~ as ,well as from the Execu­
given of the activit ~ c:DailonaJ. No account was 
because the secrelarv Yfo thu~lbg ~he period 1910-1915 
(Y. ) d' 'T r IS penod d . , Ienna Id not attend th f • comr3 e Danncbc-rg 
IQvitation. That had als C c~n erence in spite of repeated 
Conference Th's' 0 een the case at the B 

, I Circumstance w erne 
as the Executive policy of C as much to be regrctted­
much debated a.nd his abs omrade Danneberg had bee~ 
evade responsibilil C ence seemed like an aHem t to 
"~count of the perio~' 1915~~a~e Jfu611zenbcrg gav: 3D 

~udthe report a declnration ..... a~ • and after the discuss ion 
B e and acknowledgment 1 passed. expressing gratiw 
u ef e• for its activity durint ~he Secre~riat elected at 
n avourable conditions, esc years under the mos t 
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THE PROGRAMME OF THE 
YOUTH INTERNATIONAL. 

, 

will give Ole iolowing rCS'llm6 of the Berlin 
programme which contained 14 paragraphs: 

The first paragraph declares that capitalism. 
by lhe accumulation of capital, and 3D 

enormous increase in production, has entered 
on a new pha.sc: imperialism. The colonial policy, the 
competition between national and capitalist groups must 
nccccssarily provoke imperialist wars. The war 
1914-1918. a consequence of this development, hM 
brought humanity overwhelming disaster {rom which 
there is only onc way of escape - through a world 
Socialist revolution. The path to Socialism leads through 
the proletarian dictatorship. The next task of lhe working 
clnss at all countries is therefore a determined struggle to 
crush the economic, and political power of imperialism as 
""cll as its ideological influence. A victory is possible 
only if the ·working class abandons the reformist 3.nd 
compromising policy of the Second Inte rnational and 
rallies around the banner of the Communist International .. 

The second pnragraph discusses the abjec t misery 01 
the work-ing class youth. Low wages, long working hours. 
and inhuman treatment arc characteristic of the situation 
01 the young workers. This merciless, unrestricted swc3tiog 
dwarfs the phys ical and intellectual development of the 
working youth. Socio.list society alone .gives the education 
necess~ry to d~velop useful and willing w orkers. School 
educo.lton, c1erlco.l and bourgeois youth associations, and 
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military service make the young working people incapable 
of understonding Socialism. The world war has stil l 
fur~her deteriorated the conditions of the working youth. 
Thts fact compclls the young proletarians to enter into the 
class struggle as an integral part of the working c1n.ss. 

!hc tbird .paragraph emphasises the necessity of 
spe~lo.l pr~~etarlan youth organisations in view of (he 
$OCHtI ~oslhon .0' the young and the part they play in 
produchon, which compeUs them to defend their own 
I~ter~$ts. .It caUs for reorganisation o( work, rC£onnation 
o s~ OOlsd ID accordan.ce with the psychological nature of 
!:~lle' ani I?- fonnuldahon .of special methods for Socialist 

r vo u looary e ucahon, etc. 

YOut~ist~~ef,::~!~ a~~r:graph it is pointed out that the 

:u~::t ry:~~hla'O;agt. !hel~ ,:~; ~~:~:~t r;::~~~O~~;y C~:~ 
r anlsa Ions IS unceas g 1'1' I ' , 

3Jnong the working mid ID po I Ica agltahon asses owar s the d f .. 
them for political action for thc struggle e~or Co orgam~mg 
(or the dcstruction of capitalist powe '1"1 k,?munlsm, 
must be educated for the crcat.i r. f,ctlwo'C lDg youth 
Society. 00 0 Ie ommunist 

In the fifth paragraph' I id d 
the struggle of the IS a. ?wo thc necessity for 
gcois parties; again::~l: o~gaDlsatl~n~ against aU bour­
lackeys or tbe bou.g " ( ght SOCialists, the professcd 

• eOlsle such as S I 'd 
son, Gompers, Vandervcld . c let emann, Hender_ 
Socialist Centre (Ko.utsk e, .r.~ra;tlDg elc.); against the 
Bauer, etc.} who su y, a~ o~ald, Robert Grimm, 
V1lcililating attitude. P~tt capitalist society by their 
nnarchist ideology direct:; ;O~lh must a lso ~ight the 
as a transition from ca 'I I.ga nst the proletarian s tate. 
g I

. pi a Ism to Com . 
a 109 ~ctty bourgeois ideo.s mUDlsm, propa-

eConomic organisation Th and t~e autonomy of the 
against all youth or '. ~ same hghl must be waged 
men!ioned above. I~a~~sa.t ,ons ra.dhering to the parties 
mUDIsl Youth Orgo.niSatioen~ ~~ It~CaJ struggle the Com­
progra.mmc of thosc . ~n on the basis of the. 
munisl InterlUltional. parties whtch have joined the Com_ 
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Aft"r that th(' progrllmmc dco.l!J with the struggle 
ai!4in$1 militari!'rn; that is to say. the light against bour~ 
g~ois mi1ito.ri.~m, f or the nrming of the proletariat and 
lor the Red Army. This is the slogan or the Communist 
Youth. 

The youth orgnnisntions must fight (or the ameliora. 
hon of the economic situation of the young ..... orkers. 
This. as :\Iso Socintist cducntion .nnd physical tmining of 
the work in!! youth, is one of the most important tasks. 
Furthermore, the conquest of the large masses of the 
proletarian youth must not be made at the expense 01 
Communist darity. 0 speclB.1 youth orgo.nisations for 
the intcllectual c1nss should be crented; the intellectual 
youth must join the prolctnrinn youth orgnnisntions as 
equals nnd comr"dcs. Fin..'\Uy, in order to bring the pro· 
lelatinn struggle to victory in this revolutionary period, 
it mtL\t be international and therefore the Communist 
Youth Organisations must unite in the Youn~ Com~\I.nist 
lotemnlional, subordinnting themselves to Its decISIons 
lmd resolutions. The Young Communist Internntiona.l 
slnnds on the bnsis of the decisions pnssed at the First 
Congress of the Communist IDtcmationn!. 

, 
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ONWARD! 
this prol!ramrr.e, unanirnopsly 

accepted by the representatives attending 
the congress, the Young Communist Inter­
national clearly established its revolutionnry 
character on the basis of the revolutionary 

class struggle, and broke once and for all with all reformism 
and opportunism. The Young Communist International 
thereby proved itself to be the real organisation of the 
proletarian youth, ready to fight for aU the interests of 
YOUllg working people. In its organ, The loternotionaJ of 
Youth, Comrade Muenzenberg wrote as follows regnrding 
the Berlin Congress: _ 

"The Berlin ContreSlf was a meDlin, 01 workers, unknown 
to one another. But Ih(!se workers Wfr" delf"aled, charted 10 
repres(!ni large and active youth organisations wilh a quarter 
of ~ million membors. The Stul/gort Congreu saw Ihe loun. 
da/'on 01 proletarian organisations lor Ihe education 01 Ihe 
)1
0u!h; Berlin was Ihe resuli 01 Ih" motl actiuD revolUtionary 

p"rtod. Ih" Iruest expr('ssion 01 a uigorou ... movement 01 Ihe 
young nuo/utionary worker .... 

"in Barlin lue taue oul Ihe watchword: First Cb,arn(' .... 
fhM ~ Majority. This, Ih(' last app('ol 10 Ihe uacillalint and 
IIn~('ctd('d "'tmumt ... , meanl the "xcJusion 01 all non.r('oo. 
IUfl~n~ry group~ Irom Ihe Contreu. if Stul/tarl gave Ihe 
SOCIOitst eJ(lcaltona/ organisations Iheir programme lor th 
paace period, Berlin has giuen lilt' programmt' lor Ih t' 
rt'uo/ulionary pt'riod 01 Iht' pr%larian class strlltt

l
" The 

appeol from B('rlin will be heard and obtlyad btl' I " 
~or~n youfl. 01 all COllntries. Thertl is only 0:" ~::r:h:; 
eo s Ih" working class youth out Irom miIJQry. dislrqslJ. 
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WIt'.ltll'"' oPflrl'uiotl 01111 ./em.r)'. toward. fI~'" aud Irflfl dQm. 
Thf'r~ ,. no .hor' .' ptllh." 

With thl" Import"nt decisionM r(':\ch~·d, the Berlin 
Cl.)Ogren of the Y()lIn~ Communi. llnl l'rnnlioll a l hnd n .olld 
ha i! tIl hulld upon nud now it becnme nCCC lllnty to 
lwJ!ln with tht· wMk uf ol'gnnl ~n t ion. At thc Ourenu 
S~!l!tion h~ ,Junl1, 1920. the first one " ftur the Berlin 
C(Ht~fC$~ Ilf 1919. the Youth Intcrnn tionnl nlrendy 8howcd 
inch'l\!'lcd lo.trcnS!th. At thi . Scs!'Iion plnns were III nde for 
thl' $""cond Intcmntionnl Congl·c!!s. Though it wns ori. 
~in:'llly int\.'l1dl.-<1 to hold this Conllrcrll in l1(1rlill in th l' 
~pring of 1921. It wnot decided to convcne It In MOReow in 
connl..'ctlon with the COnt!T(~8$e~ of the COlllmunist Inter. 
national nnd the Roo lntctna tiono i of I.abour Unions in 
tIH.I summer of the ,,,me yCll r. 

The MOlcow Cont!re5~ , the Second Congr<:ss of the 
YQunl! Communis t Jnternntionnl, wns in virtue of its 
dc<:i,ion~ of gren t importancc. Communist Porties had 
b,'en cstnblidH .. d in mos t countries, In mOlly cose!! thnnkl 
to the revolu tion .try nctivity of the prolctnrinn youth 
or~n.ni!>ntions. The ",il,· of the Inttcr now cho.n$!cd. The 
youth ori!o. ni S(~tion5 hnd hitherto carri<:d on active 
l)oliticnl nltita tion, but thts wns now superfluous, as the 
ta$k WM taken over by the Communis t Pnrtiel. This 
Incant Ihnt the youth orJ!nniln tlons were subordinated to 
the political direction of the Communist Porties. maintai­
ning, of course, their oritnnisalionni indepe ndence. Thus 
the youth organi,ntion" were /.l iven Ih <: opportunity 01 
dcvotini! thclU!lclves more explicit ly to specin) propn~nndll 
n.mo ng the young workers thelUl'eives. The These. and 
ResolutioD' adopted for thc economic light of the working 
youth. (or the ooucntiQnnl work of the Communist Youth 
Organislltions. (or the nnti-mlHtari~1 cnmpa ign. thei r 
Ilctivities ltmong lhe children a nd nmonlt the youth In the 
colonlc8, etc., showed clea rly th nl the Youns! CommuniJt 
Int. ernational nnd ih org:mi .n.tions hnd begun the !ttrugg1c 
for the: inter 1s uf the prolelnrian youth. 

The Second ConJlresl 01 the Youn!l Communist Inter­
tl.Allonnl, ottended by 135 rcpresontntivc8 (rom 48 dille­
tent youth or~anl."tlons (rom n11 purts 01 the world, waS 
1< 

. 

Ibe only exl, lIng YouUJ Inl 
. pokcsnuln of Ihe I crnutionoJ and Ibe 001, 
decis ions nrriv<:d at n~;r~r lloS8 ) prf'ctorJlln youth. The 
loskN common to th<: Ie econe Con,llrcss Concerned 
world, Dnd n jllo nn f you~g worken throughout the 
Youth of the Wortng ~1 IICllon put ~orwnrd i, "1'0 the 
Prolclnrinn Revolution nd,,·Cs nnd tJl~Jr EducAtion fur tIle 

an ommunlim'" 

, 
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THE OFFENSIVE OF THE 
ENEMIES. 

T is obvious lhnt the bourgeois class in every 
country {C:lrs the revolutionary proP:I.J.!nnd~ 
and thnt it is trying in every way to d~scr~d't 
and persecute the comrades and org.mlsnhons 
which advocate it. In every counl.~Y 

crsccution (ollows the Communist movcm~nl and ~: 
~dhcrcnts; nnd the \'iolcncc of this PdcrsC~UhOi~S d:::

cr
. 

upon the number of workers gnthcrc un cr 
C ,. carried on not This campaign n~insl ommumSIn IS • th Social 

onl by the COlpitalist clnss but even by ~d with 
Dc~ocNl.ts and Centrists who in this struggle 51 C t'on 
the bourgeoisie. We may add that the class PC;~CCt~~cb 
aHccts only the Communists a~d docs. ~ot :i~c nOlttlfai. 
tbis moderate nnd rdonnist sechon. TillS IS q t to be 
The bourgeoisie considers the Commun~st mov~mei~m and 
!..he only one intent upon overthrowlDg eap't~l . this 

d II d rstand that It IS bourgeois society. an ley un e . . . nring the 
section of the labour movement which .IS pre~he Social 
liberation of the workinlt chlss. Our fnends. .(cstcd 
Democrats and the Centrists. wh~ hn~e nlaD~ wert' 
CODcern for the difficulties of bourgeOIs ~o~let~, an alw3Ys 
kiod enough to save capitalism from b3.n rup cy •• rded 
betraying the intere5t~ of the wor~ing class, arc rewa 
by lucrative posts in the bourgeOIs stnte. 

2ij 

In sp ite 0' the infllmous crimes committed by the 
Social Patriots in 1919 at the outbreak of the war wIlen 
they betrnyed internationnl Socialism in fo.your of national 
and capitalist interests, great masses of workers are s tiU 
gathered under the direction of these so-called labour 
leade rs. WIlI/t' - Because the lath:r utilise the revolu­
tionary struggle in the different countries. and parti­
CUhlrly the Russinn Revolution. to make the workers 
believe thnt Ihis was incompatible with Socialist ideals. 
thus rousing their antagonism to revolutionary pro­
paganda . The most harmful way in which the reformists 
fough t the Communists was through the domination of the 
labour organisations, the trade uniorl$, the coopcra.t.ive 
and political organisat ions. These bodies and their press, 
as well as the organs of bourgeois soc iety have 
mercilessly fought every revolutionary manifestation. But 
it was impossible to fight against evolution. Capitalist 
society is becoming more disorganised day by d",y, class 
contradictions appear more and morc :lcute. misery and 
distress are continuously on the increase. The old phrases 
about democracy and reforms nrc now impotent ",nd Dot 
even bourgeois soc iety itself is able to control its economic 
apparatus. The ruin of capitalism is n nll.lural con­
sequence of the world war. The c3.pitalist system of 
production can no longer be saved despite aU the efforts 
of labour leaders; for the renl ch.:uncter is revealed and 
nothing can prevent reformist illusions from crumbling. 

Within the working class today two opposing 
tendencies arc evident; reformism and revolutionary class 
struggle. Between these two s tand the Centrists who do 
not know which side to join. They arc revolutionary in 
speech. bu.t reformist in 3.ction, always upholding the 
rero~lIsts m every decisive situation. This breach in the 
orga.",~cd forces of the proletariat is much to be regretted, 
but It IS necessary and inevitable. Unity will be erentcd 
only OD the basis of the revolutionary class struggle. 

The worki~g yout~, being n part o f Ihe working class. 
raust takc part m the ft$!ht for their dolss interests. They. 
~ o~: have grouped themselves in the three divisions 
10 u:atcd. but here the proportion of forces i.~ quite diffe_ 
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. c which promi5cs much lor the success 
teo l, " C'lrcutnstanc gl For the Youth Internallonal bas 
01 the lui un' .!tttru

g t~~ revolutionary tendency within tbe 
alway. ChamplO~Cd I pUc of "U b.lliChood, in spite: 01 all 
I.bour ~ovcmchn . y::ng Communist International has 
pcnC'~~hon,. tel t' ORar character to this very day. 
tnllintam\'d tho revo u ~r ~s leader of the internalioD3.1 
• nd still holds its p~t IO~h Young Communist Inler. 
working do. - yout. th C 750 000 members in fifty 
naticltWll has n~w more un~:. besides. 230,000 sympathi. 
different countnes and c; 10000 in haly. These figures 
\crs in the Far East .a~ Y~uth IntCrD3tiona1. A Social 
rcpr~sent the N!al,ly ~:'l7!h International, founded in 1921 
Patnot an~ Cc~trlSt n this united Iront 01 the youo. 
hu Irioo In VBm to sP.' .:I. merely passive orgllni. 
proletarint These bodu~s n.re tOO 000 members 

. h f them humg some , . 
u.hons ene ~ . d • r in five or six countnes. 
within their :lfhhllte sec IOns d b oke. 

. 1 1 lio al stan s un r 
The Youo~ Co.mmu.n1s1 f ~heer~~t~pts to disrupt it. 

and rudy to light In spite 0 

, 
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THE UNITED FRONT . 
when tile capitalis t offensive is more 

ruthless than ever, the whole working class 
must unite to defend its vital interests. 
Though the efforts of the Communist Inter. 
national to fonn a united front of the three 

Internationals were defeated by the refonnul and centrist 
members who refused to collaborate further, the workers 
belonging to the Centrist or Right Socialist groups are 
nonetheless determined to create the united front together 
with the Communists, despite the opposition of thejr 
leaders. In this agitation for the united front the youth 
organisations must actively participate, and tlte Young 
Communist International must be the mouthpiece and 
defender of the cause of the working youth. In the 
Berlin Conference of the three Executive Committees and 
in the Oom.mUies of Nine, nominated by them, the Young 
Communist International brought forward the demands of 
the young workers; but as this Committee was broken up 
by the Second and Second.and.a.Half Internationals 
nothing was done. 

The Social Patriot and Centrist Youth internationals 
which in 1921 tried to split the united front of the youth, 
held a general unity conference in Leipzig in January, 
1922. In spite of all their phrases about tbe united front, 
the Young Communist Infernational was not invited. 
During the discussion on the unification of all proletarian 
YOltth organisations, nothing was mentioned about the 
Young Communist International which counts hundreds of 
thousnnds of young proletarians witilin its ranks. The 
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splillers and disfuplionists of yesterday are lhe apostles 
of unity today, but they do not want to unify all organi~ 
53.lions. Arc their attempts at unity meant only to earry 
00 a more eileeU"e light against the Young Communist 
International? Or do they intend to isolate the majority 
ot tbe real proletarian youtb whicb adheres to the Young 
Communist International? 

The working youth aU ovcr the world will at Icast 
und~rstand which of the three Youth Internationals 
represents their interests. In ever increasing maSSes the 
young workers will join the living Youth International, 
which is the Young Communist International. On the 
basis of the revolutionary class struggle the proletarian 
youth will unite in the fight (or its interests and [or the 
liberation of the whole proletari3t. 

The Young Communist Organisations in the dilfcrent 
countries arc the true proletarian youth organisations aod 
the Young Communist Intcmotionnl is the leader of the 
struggle 01 the proletarian youth. To follow them menDS 
to engage in a ruthless uncompromising struggle and in 
self sacrifice. but it also means liberation from hunger 
and miser),. from slavery and oppression. It menns -
VICTORY. 

, 

, 

='30='-===== ==~~=-' 
I 

CORRESPONDENCE 

of the 

YOUNG INTERNATIONAL 

You MUST read these two Papers 

for NEWS of the International Mo­

vement & THE PROBLEMS oj the 

INTERNATIONAL WORKINO- ( 

THE 

CLASS YOUTH 

INTERNATIONAL 
OF YOUTH 



THE YOUNG WORKER 
The Fighting Organ of the 

Young Wor llex's League of 

Axnerica 

Brilliallt Articles 

Snappy Cartoons 

THE YOUNG COMMUNIST 
The Offical Organ of the 

YoungCoxnxnunistLeague 

of Great Britain. 
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