THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

Resolution of the Communist Youth ln_jtér-‘
national concerning the War Peril and the
' Duties of the C.Y. I

(Adopted at the Session of the EC. of the CYIL, March 17th 1924.)

The EC. of the CYIL has considered the question of the
growing preparations for war on the part of the capitalist coun-
tries and the imperialist conflicts of the last months. It has come
to the conclusion that the consolidation of the forces which are
centred around the two giants of militarism, England and France,
the strengthening of American imperialism in China, South Ame-
rica and Mexico and the preparations for renewed armed dis-
putes have not slowed down, but, on the contrary, have enoi-
mously increased in the last half year and have thus renewed the
necessity of the Communist Youth Leagues and the Communist
Youth International taking up a redoubled struggle against mili-
tarism.

The past few months have clearly shown, how illusory are
the “disarmamants” which have been sought aiter by the League
of Nations.. This body.is powerless. It does not care to interfere
in that imperialist conflict which attracted.the attention of the
whole world . (the Conflict between Italy and Greece). Also the
Washington agreements over the reduction of naval forces have
suffered a complete bankruptcy. Armaments are increasing in.all
countries, now as heretofore. The number of troops already
exceeds the number of 1914 by about 700.000. The strengthening
of air forces has reached unheard of dimensions. New mnaval
bases are being created (Singapore).. Gigantic war credits.are
being voted, the term of military service is being lengthened, new
establishments for manufacture of instruments of murder, which
are technically more complete, and for the building of new war-
ship and submarines are being erected.

The imperialist conflicts follow each other uninterruptedly:
Ruhr, Corfu, Fiume, Morocco, Yavorina (between Czecho-Slova-
kia and Poland), England and Afghanistan, the  Balkans and the
Far East. France has practically obtained control over all the .coal




and iron resources of Middle Europe and over a large part of
the railways, and has created a chain of vassal states. The po-
licy of France in the Ruhr, her war-credits to the vassal states
and the agreement with Czecho-Slovakia clearly show the true
goal of French imperialism which is ensuring its hegemony in
Europe and brings us every day nearer to the fateful catastrophe.

The power standing opposed to France — British imperia-
lism — has by no means withdrawn into the background, since
the Labour Party. has taken over the government, but, on the
contrary, has taken up the most prominent position. For the

" Labour government is actually carrying out the plan of the
British bourgeoisie, which is the sharpening of the antagonism
with France, increased military preparations for war against
that country and at the same time the maintenance of the impe-
rialist policy in the colonies. (Extension of the submarine and air
fleets, correspondence between Macdonald and Poincaré, Hen-
derson’s speech over the Treaty of Versailles, and the policy
of force of the Labour Government in the colonies.)

In the same way as France is grouping Belgium, Czecho-
Slovakia and Poland as vassals around her, so England is see-
king to create a reliable support by linking together Spain,
. Ttaly and Yugoslavia in a military ring and is at the same time
striving against the domination of Germany by France, in order
to bring the former country under English domination. The
struggle which is being conducted by England and France for
influence in the Balkan Peninsula and in Turkey merely com-
pletes the picture of the strenuous preparations for the deciding
struggle between the two imperialist rivals; a struggle which
will surpass everything which humanity has ever seen in the
way of bloody wars — not excluding the World-War of
1914—1918. '

The Parties of the Second International have not fulfilled
any of the promises that were made by them at the Hague, they
have on the contrary obediently followed the imperialist policies
indicated to them by the bourgeoisie of their countries. That is
proved by the declarations of Vandervelde against Macdonald
and vice versa, the declarations of the Marseilles congress of the
French Socialist Party and the attitude of the Czech social patriots
of the Franco-Czech alliance.

There therefore lies before the Communists of all lands, and
especially before the Communist Youth, the task of renewing the
struggle with double energy against the war peril and against
bourgeois militarism. The danger of a new mass murder which
will ‘claim even more victims from among the working people
than did the world war, can only be warded off by real intense
work solidarity of the revolutionary proletariat.

In the period between the Third Congress and the Fourth
Session of the Bureau of the CYI. (December 1922— June 1923)
the antimilitary work of the Communist. Young People’s organi-
zations and the whole of the Youth International made con-
siderable progress and brought, especially in the Ruhr district,
great success. Later, however, this work fell off as a result of
the political events in Germany, Bulgaria and England, and was
only continued with its former intensity in France, the Ruhr and
in the occupied area among the French soldiers of occupation.
In view of the sharpened international situation, the struggle
of the CYL against the war peril and bourgeois militarism must
be taken up on a larger scale. This struggle must be closely lin-
ked up with the general political tasks, which lie before the Com-
munist parties and the Youth organizations of all lands at the

present moment. It must by brought into close connection with

the actual political questions.

The struggle against the military interference in the domestic
affairs of Germany, against the militarist attacks of the vassal
states of France against Soviet Russia and against the militarist
imperialist policy of the great powers in the colonies and in the
Far FEast, must form the central point of international anti-
militarist work.

The guiding lines of the practical work of the Communist
Youth' Leagues in the field of the struggle against war peril
and bourgeois militarism must be those which were laid down
at the Fourth Bureau Session of the CYI. At the présent moment
the EC. of The CYL emphasises the following points as the most
important:

The anti-military work must in no case be confined to a
general agitation among the workers; it must be carried on
among the soldiers of the standing armies as well as among the
professional armies. That is only possible where a firm appa-
ratus exists within the army and a regular connection exists
with the barrack and military formations. For this reason special

attention must be given at present to the formation of nuclei
within the army.

The question of anti-military work must also receive more
attention in the press of the Youth organizations. The collection
and publication of anti-militarist material is to be continued, and

‘the anti-military press propaganda is to be conducted, not only

on a legal basis, but illegal methods are also to be used. The
struggle for the improvement of the economic position of the
soldiers must be strengthened and in the countries where en-
listments or calling to the colours is about to take place, special
anti-militarisf campaigns are to be organized. ,
Practice has shown that anti-military work is only successtul,
when it is performed equally by the Party and the Youth. As the
immediate danger of imperialist wars conironts the Communist
Party with the necessity of increased anti-military struggles, the
Communist Youth Leagues must redouble their co-operation with
the CP. in this field. For this purpose the EC. of the CYIL de-
cides to raise the question of the struggle against the war peril
and bourgeois militarism before the EC. of the CI. and holds
it to be necessary that the CL shall see to it that the Communist

-Parties strengthen their anti-military work.

The EC. of the CYL expects that the Communist Youth
Leagues of all capitalist countries will take up their tasks in the
field of the struggle against the war peril and bourgeois mili-
tarism with a renewal of their former energy and authorises the
anti-military department of the CYI to strengthen the practical
work in the direction above indicated. :

~ APPEALS

The C. P. of Roumania top the Organizations
of the Workers and Peasants of the World ¥)

To all Workers and Peasants!

Comrades!

The reaction of the oligarchy which rules Roumania forces
us to turn to you in the moment of the greatest danger for the
working class of our land. The first manifesto which we sent to
you was confiscated by the ochrana and the military authorities,
for it is a crime in Roumania to proclaim loudly to the world
the misdeeds of our rulers, and their hateful murderous attacks
against the oppressed classes of Roumania society. We have
once more received the opportunity to commit this crime and
appeal once more to you, comrades of all lands.

Roumania is the booty of an oligarchy of financiers and
country squires who rule with force, terror and disregard for
every principle of law and bourgeois legality. The oligarchic
government which is not even recognised by the bourgeois
opposition of the country who declare that they do not recog-
nise the legislation of the government as having legal force keeps
itself in power only by these means. But even that is no longer
enough. Now, having sent the king and parliament into every
land that will let them in, the government has proclaimed an
increased state of siege in order to prolong its existence a few
months more.

The white terror is now about to make its policy more
severe. The persecution of the trade unions will increase although
they are now persecuted and hindered with force and red tape
from making any complaint even to the League of Nations. The
merciless oppression and suppression of the peasant class to a
mediaeval slavery will be continued. The wild oppression of the
minority languages of the annexed territories which goes as far
as assasination will hold new orgies. But the highest points
will be reached by the attacks upon the Communist Party. The
Communist press is ractically prevented by the arbitrary measu-
res of the government. Party meetings and open meetings are
long since prohibited. The arrests, maltreatments and even nu-
merous coward assassinations have become a regular habit of
the government. - .

Hovever. before it falls our government wishes to go itself
one better. New arrests are taking place. As the Communist
Party was the only one that had the courage to stand for demand
the right of seli-determination which was demanded by the
minorities, the oligarchic government — — this government
which has sold the wealth of the nation to the capitalists of all

*) This manifesto was drawn up before the proclamation of
martial law and the prohibition of “Socialismul”. v




