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A SHORT HISTORY OF
THE Y.CL.

[ THE BIRTH OF THE PROLETARIAN
YOUTH MOVEMENT

cided with the entry of European capitalism into an
imperialist phase. The immediate causes of the birth
were entry of wider circles of vouth into industry and sharpen-
ing of the competitive struggle which draws cheap labour
power from the ranks of the young workers, the accentuation
of militarism, which is particularly hard on young workers in
the army, and the awakening of political consciousness among
the youth which has gained its economic and political indepen-
dence.
~Commensurate with these causes, the following spheres of
achivity occupy first place in the first proletarian youth organi-
sation : (1) struggle for the improvement of the economic
posiion of the youth; (ii) struggle against militarism; (iii)
Socialist self-education.

TIIH birth of the proletarian youth organisations coin-

TWO TYPES OF THE M WEMENT

The youth organisations established at the end of the last
‘entury can be divided in two groups, one of which turned
s attention mainly to the anti-militaristic struggle, whereas
the other concentrated on defence of the economic demands of
the vouth,

" _Thr: following organisations belong to the first group :
. \mfng Guards "’ of Belgium (established in 1886-1889), the

Socialist Youth Lecague ”” of Sweden (established in 18953),
the * Socialist Youth ** of Switzerland (established in 1900)
the “ Ttalian Socialist Youth Federation *’ (cstablished it;
1901), the “ Social-Democratic Youth Ieague” of Norway
(¢stablished in 1902), the ** Socialist Youth ** of Spain (estab.
lished in 1903), the ** Young Workers' Lcague * of South
Germany (established in 1904).



& A SHORT HISTORY OF THE b g5 i (P

,pnjhr: scmrm! group l.}elnugi:d the “ Young Worker
League ™" of Austria (established in 1894) and the * ]-‘.;_-11: :
tion of IFree Youth Leagues’ of North 'l'-urm;nn' {ual;ﬂ:l;r::i
in 1004-5). ' s

In some countries syndicalist and anarchist currents made
their appearance among the youth. These currents led to
splits 1n the existing yvouth organisations,

II. THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF
SOCIALIST YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

The vear 1907 brought with it a new stage in the prole
tarian youth movement, a distinguishing feature of which was
the establishment of an international federation between the
existing vouth organisations and the accentuation of the strug-
gle between reformism and Bolshevism for the vouth organisa.
tions.

HOSTILE ATTITUDE OF PARTIES AND TRADE UNIONS

From the beginning of the youth movement the Secial-
Democratic Parties and the trade unions adopted a negatise
attitude towards it. At that time the working youth created
its organisations against the will of the official Party Executie
and associated itself with the Left-wing of the partics.

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

At the beginning of 1907, thanks to the initiative of LE:-‘
South German Young Workers’ League, a preliminary lmt:i
national Bureau of the proletarian youth movement was 1ors®
to which Comrades Karl Licbknecht and Ludwig Fr{mk {{’f r:
many) and Henrik de Man (Belgium) belonged. This Iiurtfi-
established connection with the individual countrics and pr¢
Pared an International Conference.

The First International Youth Conference (Stutigart, 1907)

Tl-'_le first International Conference of the Soci.list \tﬂ“‘h
Or:-:an_matm_n_ was held from August 24 to 26, 1007, ¥ Stutt
,Erﬂ;:, Aniediately “‘mf the International Socialist Ct‘!ﬂ}‘;ﬁ”ﬁ

nty delegates were present, who represented the YOU!

hg,;?nnf-g:}.m“}'l Belgium, hustria, Sweden, [taly, j-:p;‘l'.ﬂ-
’ itzerland, Holland, H“ngary and Australia.
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<1 INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME OF

AN YOUTH MOVEMENT . _
it PROLETARIAL ; ) ; aEtl
| The Conference dealt with the following qucﬁllﬂ;lﬁth ﬂ:-,_“d

' orking
1 ricm, CCONOMIC struggle of the 1:.01‘]\1!1{,1‘1}’ e W
s o ion in the youth organisations. ¢

ocialist educat : : _ . » 1 1
:E:.h repard to these points constitute the first Internationa

Programme of Action of the proletarian ;.'nuth tm:r.{:ti?l::n;t._ 111:;
these points are the germs for the subsequent tactic
entire revolutionary youth movement.

The Conference declared that it was necessary to ‘haw.:
scparate proletarian youth organisations, it associated itself
with the decisions of the preceding Stuttgart Congress of the
Qecond International with regard to the war question, 1t elab-
orated the first programme of action of action of the Youth
Leagues for the cconomic struggle (bringing forward mini-
mum demands, establishment of youth protection commis-
sions, inclusion of youth demands in wage agreements) and
laid the foundation for the revolutionary educational pro-

gramme of the working youth (education through participation
m the struggle),

WEAK P'OINTS OF THE ORGANISATION

’I‘he_CunI'erencc failed to give the International Federation
of Secialist Youth Organisations a sound organisational form.
It limited itself to forming an International Bureau consisting
of five members resident in difierent countries, which subse-
quently proved its incapacity for practical work.

Temporary Stagnation of the Youth Movement

" Fhe First International Conference was followed by a
(I:?TEI Ff lemporary stagnation of the movement. The defeat
e 1rhth11:=.5mn Revolution caused great depression in the
ﬂmwrlmmcmcnt and luflpcq the reformist currents to gan a
o “.1 Er nim cven a leading mf‘n}cncu. One of the consequences
"-*ﬁuth-L ey f:nts was the destruction of the mdependence of the
e rﬁlnmf:mf;m in_some countries and its subordination to
s ciormist party leadership. The greatest sufferer in this
pl‘ Pect was the German youth movement, whose groups were
19*:_:1 under the leadership of adults and were robbed of the;
E ﬂ::r::.-.l cl::aracl-::r. The Dutch vouth movement was simih:lu:
averted into a branch of the Social-Democratic Party u;ldcjl"
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the control of adults. Also in Austria the Social-De
Party managed to keep the Youth League e
cal. Only the youth organisations of Italy
way retained their political character.

s 9
¢ STORY OF THE Y.C.1.

avonred to organise an
ia and Switzerland m“hm';uﬂﬂu -inning of 1915
S “"“Imfu.il-l In.uth conference. At “Ll -‘L appearance in
internationd® =y currents  made ther appe

- P L 5 . . - . ’ 1n ’
I "]IJI“'h:Ith social-patriotic leadership (Germany,
Leagues 1 <0

Austria, France).

_ mocratie
Stictly non.poliyi.
» OWeden and Nor.

INACTIVITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL BURFAU
The Berne f'f'rnf-'rrnn"

. : aArters -ganise a

The attempts made in various quarters 1o {;l ?:lltlg*lteq
:r.-nf;-rrlnrc led finally 1n .'\pfil. 1913, to a r_"‘-"*'““fi‘;:c . Hr -
{ sections of the International Federation. (Switzer-
;1.-;.3-;.1 Vouth Conference, which took place 1n Btrnq (s {Im-'[ :
1;;,[1} was attended by 16 delegates from ten munlrm].;- l AL
den N ' 3w saria
Sweden. Norway, Denmark, Holland, Switzerland, Bulgana,
y A A ' 1T aroups — Poland and
(jermany — representing opposition g G i Dy rncnats
Russia — vouth representatives of the Socia } ¢ g
rarties there).  Altogether they had 33,000 members |
them. -

In the International this change in the vouth moy
fnupd expression in the Second International Youth Conference
which was, on the whole, of a rather non-political character

and at which Robert Danncberg, the follower of the reformist

Austrian Social-Democracy, was clected International Secre.

tary. An attempt was also made to subordinate the Interna.
tional Bureau of the vouth movement to the Secretariat of the
Second International (1912). However, the decision on this
proposal was postponed.

At the beginning of 1914, the Youth International had 15
organisations with 170,000 members.

cment

International Connections during the World War REVOLUTIONARY ACTION AGAINST THE WAR :
This Conference was the first meeting of representatives
of Socialist organisations after the outbreak of the war. In
spite. of some shortcomings, which were subsequently over-
come, the Conference took up a correct and revolutionary
attitude to the majority of the most important questions. It
declared itself emphatically against social-patriotism, placed
the sections under the obligations of international solidanty

Another strong impetus was given to the movement
during the World War, when it once more assumed prom:-
nently political activity. At the beginning of the war mest

of the proletarian youth organisations adopted the policy of the
revolutionary struggle against war.

THE YOUTH IN THE WORLD WAR

The reasons for this attitude of the yvouth were Iﬂrﬂiﬂl}: 35_
follows : (i) Mass inclusion of the working youth in industry
' place of adult workers, (ii) abscuce of a labour aristocracy

among the youth, (iii) absence of prolonged reformist infle:
ence prevailing in the parties.

At the outbreak of war the loose connection between the

organisations was broken. The International Bureau and it

secretary were inactive.

RESUMPTION OF INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS

The Executives of ith flying
4 some of the Leagues went witih HYEE
Tours into the camp of the Socialist patriots (Germathys

nee and Austria), but a considerable majority of %

Socialist Youth e : A8
yae . orgamisations r i : thewr an

. YV past and endeavoured to resume €07
I:Edhzfnﬂ WFI" thﬂ hﬁﬂdl Pf the I“tmﬂliﬂn;;:{]?urenu- At thf
1914 the Exccutives of the Youth Leagues of [taly,

for revolutionary action against the war {Intr.:rnnt_inniﬂ Youth
Day) and re-established the international organisation on a
few and sounder basis. It appointed a new !ntematmna'l
Bureau and nominated Comrade W. Minzenburg its secretary.

WEAK POINTS OF THE CONFERENCE

The political weak points of the Conference were: it
d to draw from a correct analysis of the war and the atti-
‘ude of Social-Democracy the necessary organisational con-
clusion, namely, a break with Social-Democracy and the
tstablishment of Communist Parties and a Communist Inter-
Bational ; it included in its decisions a demand for complete
'|armament and the ending of the war by the ruling class.

faile

The Struggle of the Youth International Against the War

After the Berne Conference the International Federation
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voncentrated its whole strength on the
national action against the war.
l_:cnguc:: of Rumania, Greece, United States ¢
Spain, had assoctated themselves with ;h;: :11:-&"““‘]1 ag
BEI“I!F Conference. They were followed later h:- .:it;l-h[ {:f -
of l*_ul]:md and Russia. 1In Germany, France M:au:?xmi
Bclglumt the Opposition agamst the ]:t‘ﬂg“t: l':m:-r;:z{-. ¢ aa.rk}:
was hostile to the International Federation, increased
THE IHTHRHATIHHAL YOUTH DAY

Resting on this organisation,
conducted a series of big
war. The International v
of the Internationa! Bure

V.C.1,

Orgamsation of

_ Inter.
5y autumn e Yourk

the International Bureay
protest demonstrations against the
outh Days, according to the slogans
au, were held not only in the neu.
tral but also in the belligerent countries. They are among
the few actions af an international character during the war,
of which the revolutionary labour movement can boast. In
the bt_:lligcrt:nt countries the Italian League and the German
opposition were at the head of these demonstrations. The
activity of the International Bureau was supported by the
penodical published by it, The Youth International, which
contained articles written by some of the most prominent
Bolshevik leaders of the international labour movement,

The Youth International at the End of the War

The increasing opposition of the mass of the workers to
the war, the accentuation of struggles of principles in the
International the victory of the Russian Revolution and the
outbreak of revolutions in Central Europe, accelerated in the
youth movements the final transition of the sections of the
International Federation to the Communist standpoint.
Finally the establishment of the Third International signal
ised the parting of the ways for the whole youth movement.

THE YouTHi ORGANISATIONS AFFILIATED
TO THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL

In the summer of 1917 the fi
movement was established in R

itself unreservedly with the standpoint of the Hnlslw}"k
Party, and resulted in the establishment of the All-Russia?

oung Communist League in October 1018
In Germany the ¢

working youth orga

: --r:;'
rst separatc young w “f]*f;, ¥
ussia, which soon identili

_ 11
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e ermany. =
. @acialist Youth of Ge W
1 of the Free Socialist the Young Workers
: ¢ the opposition 11 he ¢ Communist
i % pr;l“iﬂ"li lh'L' IJ-SHH‘“: “[ the thc llun-
M'Nl;liﬂuf Austria.””  In January, lglg’i . Social-
"”““1, rkers’ league sphit off from t “t- :'fnung
i . ¥ .| .
atic Party and established the .anmutl:;‘*‘m Young
i{?‘“,";i"fﬁ cague of Hungary. "I' ‘??’;I'l,;g;?ﬁliatu to the
H:h.-l--"" el T - r II{I doeciaed >
Socialit League of Sier T O one in May, 1919, by
Third International. 1he S f Bulgaria. The Social-
ocial-Democratic Youth League o & fhili-
the Social-Democr : d Norway also athh
tic Youth Learues of Sweden and ! . - 1
Democratic . e g 1 in the spring of 1919. n
ated to the Third International an { Italy followed their
(xtober the Young Socialist League o ) of Yugoslavia
example.  The Young Communist League
uas established at the same time.

In view of this development of the scctions, th"]:‘ld;c';f;zttlﬁ
of the Berne Conference soon proved inadequate. It e
International was lagging behind the developmen
leagues,

A SHORT

o Federall
h'uhmh:l:i
|.caguc f’l
Proletanan
garian Young

WEAKENING OF INTERNATIONAL
CONNECTIONS, 1915-10.

One reason for this lagging behind—and also for tl‘?‘:h??é
sence of an official attitude to the csla'i?l:shmcnt of 1.1“: v:ras
International which had taken place in the mcnntlme—t -
the interruption of international work owing to thg ?mmm-
Comrade Munzenburg and the persecution of the vils?nrk =
rades who had been put in charge of the international w chat
Lis place. A brief revival of the activity of the Interna v
Executive of the Youth International took place in Dcclfnl'-ld s
1918, A rump-session of the International 1?““—'"‘“'. IE“_ n:'k
Berlin, decided (temporarily) to transfer the "‘E"-'“’mh“a Youth
o Germany and to resume the publication of the You
Iternational.  But the renewed arrests of the comrades en-
trusted with this work put a stop to it.

FFFORTS TO CALL AN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS

The temporary disability of the Intcrnat_mnal: ‘Bbt;rr:_au re-
sulted in the initiative being transferred—as m_lt ‘E mﬁ::;?g
of the war—to the most active sections. While rn:ln : e,

Wiss comrades made efforts to call an international con cri
e 1in Vienna. which was to !m_t an end to the orgamsationa
chaos and the political inactivity of the Executive of the

‘outh International, negotiations were carried on between
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Moscow (where at that ¢
Youth Leagues of Germ
Red Budapest for the
Young Communist Con

'RV OF THE v, ).
ime there were rey
any and Lithuania :
Purpose of convening an lnlurn-u'-}?ﬂ
ference in the latter, o
THE VIENNA INTERNATIONAL

:T‘L'H'ni;ﬂ‘;k'n of 1k
| ' M iy
band the then

b CONFERENCE

l‘l'u::uu various cflorts finally led to the holdin
ternational! Youth Conference in Vienna ¢;u ‘K*u st 261
1019. It was attended by 106 delegates, who rcpr;:-u:tt d --:-.n’
Lcagu_cs. (Russia, Germany, I"nlu‘ml, Hungary [t.n.h* Zlu'ih:ig
Austrian I-Fagms}. The Vienna Conference 'ﬁIJL‘i{i‘ﬁ.‘{]. to call
an _Internatmual Youth Congress. In this connection it « 8
ﬂ?ﬂ!dt‘d not to invite the social-patriotic leagues. A pr:.,*-
vzsmna! committee was formed which took u;lmn itself also
the duties of the International Seeretariat.

IIl. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE YOUNG
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The Congress organised by the Provisional Commitice
took place under * illegal ”’ circumstances in Berlin from
l\;nvcmbet_* 20 to 26, 1919. It was attended by 19 delegates,
Tepresenting 14 countries, which had 229,000 members i
'-‘3“’!}1' Leagues (Russia, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Norway,
Switzerland, Austria, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, Spai,
Denmark and oppositional groups from Czecho-Slovak:al.

THE BERLIN PROGRAMME

h Th:‘:_matn task of the Congress consisted in extending
]t e political development, which had taken place during the
Ig::] [Ew- years in the individual Sections of the Intcrn:l_t:nnﬂ
¢ration, to the International. By constituting itself 25
ongress of the Young Communist” International, the First
ﬁﬂ:fi:“ssdunm?':n;em}: adopted the platform of the Internd:
5 at‘lThan mter_natmna] programme for the new Imcﬂ!g_t
Pﬂlitir.:a] ﬁtmn?t IT?OH'““'- Ijﬂiﬂl of this programmec was tl'“i
dissociatcﬂa '1' “_n sais: the "m}“g Communist lnh:r:mti_ﬂdﬂ
the Marxistl seit from the social-patriots, as well as from
foremost t} Sensre, and set the youth organisations first and
St the task of political struggle for Communist aims.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE YOUNG

COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

Alongside this new, clear political

 of an In.

standpoint was a scries

- " I
(ISTORY OF THE Y.C.I. 3

‘I'he loose Inlurnatimmll FESE:';I'
[ ~ " . g l'E
of OT verted 1nto a centralised IntLrtmt;nndi‘. iutivc
som LS Wil v . d :{ i
ol i was placed 3 permanent Doy, Y- = | youth
head o Wit SR of flve "“_-mher&:. bp(:ﬂﬂ Y

| hich consisted : .
v mmittee, which CONsE A o with the
L..,.T:i.u% ! e summarily dealt with 1n cminutltt?nl T
:'. :.I.I‘l 1 b - Fys " v LAl L] F -
qIIILE¢ ration of the programme. I'he only exceptior
CEdiMs "

. ] ‘! z - was
ion of anti-militarism, the final discussion of which *
sferred to the next Bureau session.

A SHORT |

Iy 1|ti.~+.'nt|._an;1| decisions.

quest
however, tral
THE WEAK POINTS OF THE DECISIONS _ .

The weak points of the decisions of the Berhn LDI:STEE
lav in regard to the relation of the youth mm'ememl o
Communist International and its Parties, it drew conc usions
enlv from the development of the past few years; 1t did not
ake into account sufficiently the development which took
place in the Communist Parties after the Iirst Congress of
the Communist International and thereby impedcd‘tlu: clca_.r-
ing up of the relations between the Young Communist
Leagues and the Communist Parties in the period which
directly followed the Congress. The over-estimation of the
rle of the Young Communist organisations as independent
political organisations side by side with the Parties of the
adults, was commensurate with a certain under-estimation of
the special youth tasks of the Leagues. This under-estima-
tion was expressed in the discussions of the Congress through
the opposition of the representatives of various Leagues to
the emphasis given to the necessity of special educational
work within the vouth organisations.

The Organisational Construction of the Young Communist
International

The newly-clected Executive of the International, which
made its centre in Berlin, concentrated its attention on apply-
g the Berlin decisions in organisational ways. Between
DE{:"L'mhur‘ 1919, and the 5pri“g of 1921, 4 Cﬂﬂﬁldfl‘ﬂ]?le
Majority of the existing proletarian youth leagues was in-
duced to adopt the programme of the ¥.C.1., and numerous
Organisations were established.

OUR SECTIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

' ‘ he followin
Dircetly after the Berlin Congress, t wing
Ima;:m-s‘ which had not been represented there, were affiliated

o the V.C.1.: the Young Communist Leagues of Yugo-
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A OF THE v.¢c.1.
lavia, Bul_glr?l, Greece, Lithuania,

; 4ivia

. 1 the foll , -
::i:: g Hntm-“ (Ehruu-gh fusion of \:triu::s t::;;:l T{n'
land " youth organisations in London, Manchester Ip'h't'
n ). blﬂ\’ﬂklﬂ. L“xcmhurg' I"iulnl LI -

Heg:im, South Africa, and
iva, Bokhara, Persia, Asiatic Turkey,
CAPTURE OF CENTRIST LEAGUES

The Executive Committee of the Y.C.] made :
efforts \t'l}h regard to the already existing prultur!:;EE:ii
Leagues in Europe and America, which were, however, still
undtr*cen_tnst ltﬂdtrﬁhfp. In the course of 1920, the fﬂ”;a‘izg
m‘gamn‘tmns were won for the Y.C.1. in this manner : the
two national youth leagues in Czecho-Slovakia (German and

rech regions), the Young Socialist League of France and
Finland, the League of the Socialist Proletarian Youth of

Germany {indcpendcllt) and the Socialist Youth ILeague of
the United States of North America.

DI\'MPHENT OF THE APPARATUS
Paralle]l with this or

ganisational development of the Sec-
the development and consolidation of

4 Correspondence between the Execu-
tive and the International and the Sections was established

N spite of enormous difficulties (closing of fronticrs) on a
P 1 in the Youth International. Apart
2rom two periodical organs, the Youth International and
lﬂtmml Youth Correspondence, which were published
?;B:‘hl and every ten days respectively, a considerable num-
" 9 pamphlets and leaflets were published.

" MIRST BUREAU sEssioN
__ The results of the

.
 3-1

-
F
]

-
J'F" e

first half-yearly activity of the Inter-
up at the first Bureau Session, which
June ¢ to 13, 1920. The Bureau
tactics with regard to the cen-

1o the question of the relation of the
Parties (without, however, going sub-
decisions made by the First Congress)
the ey 8l structure of the Interna-
18 in Basle, Vienna,

! 1
fORY OF THE Y.C.L 5

oublishing activity
ement of publishing
ional connection between the

\ SHORT HIS

4 Moscow, impl:ﬂ"lr'
hj: kxl:l;f;[;i[;‘;:,iiull of the organisat
;:1:.; snd the Sections).
yHE INTERNATIONAL T:;!JTH
. ' . W MOSLL :
“M':‘;L“;‘::t Bureau Session was mn_linucd Ft an Ill:tcrl::;
' I;nfn:{'nft of youth representatives whuf:hﬂi;m P
::cjjuh*-.&ngmt. 1920, duﬁng the b-cssmnT;:_ Ccun;%cﬁndcmm
D 'CT' :nt;:::}: I‘?’ 31 ?sc:::rwihe d:isinns of the
ealt w1 of the Y.(.1. _
fi;:n; IELI:E::_:‘::: tﬁc Comintern and the _fur!htr clun:;g
;P of the relation between the youth organisations a;:id t c:
Parties. On the strength of the proposals at this Con mnh
the E.C.C.I. passed a resolution on relations between the
¥.C.L. and the Party.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES IN
EAST AND WEST EUROPE

The popularisation of the ideas of the Y.C.I. among pro-
letarian youth orgamisations was again discussed at a series
of international conferences which took place in 1920 and
1921, (Three conferences for the youth organisations of
South-East Europe which took place in Vienna on May 16th-
7th, 1920, December 15, 1920, and February 26, 1921, and
w0 conferences for the West-European Leagues : May 20,
'920, in Milan, and November 28-29, 1920, in Luxemburg.

Tke Beginming of the Re-organisation of the Y.C.I. with a
view to the New Youth Tasks

on the extension of the activity of the Young Communist
Leagues in the sphere of special youth questions.

Questions connected with the conversion of the Young
Communist Leagues inlu'r::m organisations with the rela-
o8 of the Y.C.I.. to the C.P. and the tasks and methods of
the economic struggle were fully discussed in the central

:F‘“. the Youth International, and in a number of League
Bans, |

THE PROPOSALS OF THE RUSSIAN
YOUNG cOMMUNIST LEAGUR |
With regard to the relation of the Y.C.L. to the Party, a



16 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE V.C.1.

serious dwerger}cc of opinion arose between the Russ
\:oung Qommun!sl l.eague and the E.C.. Y.C.1. The Ruﬁzm
Young Communist League decided on November 15t lts:un
phmt_ hcfﬂre‘the Y.C.I. a fundamental new ruguluﬁt;n ?J?Ilh%u
relation, which amounted to the political subordination u[ln\u
Young Communist Leagues to the ¥

‘ : ‘ leadership of the Parties
of their respective countries accompanied by the retention of

organisational independence. The Russian Youth Organisa.
tion connected this question also with the question of the place
where the Second Congress was to be held and of the centre
of the E.C., Y.C.1., proposing in both cases Moscow instesd
of Berlin. In order to scttle this divergence of opinion, the
E.C., Y.C.I1. sent in February, 1921 a special delegation to
Moscow, on whose return, however, the Executive Committee
still insisted on calling the Second Congress in Germany, in
April, 1021.

IV. " TRANSITION OF THE Y.C.. TO THE
SPECIAL YOUTH QUESTIONS

THE JENA YOUTH CONGRESS

The Second Congress of the Y.C.I was to take place i
Berlin, in April, 1921. Its agenda contained first and fore-
~most the questions which had been the subject of discussioa
during the last months in the Y.C.I. : press, economic sirig
gle, educational work and anti-militarism. The Congress Wi
opened on April 6th in Jena, after the proposal of the rep®
sentatives of the Young Communist Leagues of Rusiis
Latvia, Lithuania and Bulgaria of the Conference mmt:tutﬂmg
itself as international conference and transferring the Q‘“;
fi*:;lzmss to Moscow, had been rejected by a majority €

on.

About 100 delegates were present, who mpfff‘:"t.td ﬂj
European and American Leagues except those of Spain 5_“5
Portugal. The Russian Young Communist League ¥
fepresented only by its permanent representative in the E.x¢

Phacras Committee ; there were no delegates from the JLaster?

- THE POLITICAL PLATFO

A concrrss RM OF THE

e Ath?e Cunw did not get any further than the first 1%
o TG "m » the political situation throughout the world:
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ss10NS which were ;ra?sferref:; ﬂﬂsl:-e%ﬂ;
Berlin for reasons of illegality, the (-fo“hgmﬁ thp:ar of
ey hich mluptcd the standpoint of the iy fimg
offensive '’ which was rcprqscnlcd ﬂl : acsulu-
the Communist International. I :;15 rl'ticﬂl
tion gave expression 10 the erroneous fundu;‘n.entaﬁ?guu‘.lf -
,;i;:mip;.int taken up by the Sections and the lixecu
1 after the First Congress. ;
s ;II"h;::ICungrcss broke up on April 11th after it had IM?}:'EE
known to it that the E.C.C.I. Huppqur:d the proposa nco e
Young Communist league of Rus&ﬁm tE postpone the n-
gress and to combine it with the Third Congress ?f the Com-
mtern.  The E.C.C.1. had arrived at this decision because
t attached considerable political importance to the question of
the meeting place of the Congress.

.. . axhaustive discu
After exha

resolution W
revolutionary ¢
by a minonty in

THE SECOND COXNGRESS OF THE
Y.C.IL IN MOSCOW

=1

The continuation of the Second Congress—namely, the
real Second Congress  took place in Moscow from June g to
23. The actual Congress was preceded by numerous partial
scgotiations, during which the problems which had cropped
up in the course of the past few months were thurnughly dis-
cussed. All these negotiations, as well as the Session of the
Second Congress itself, were held under the political influence
ot the work of the Third Congress of the Comintern, in which
the youth delegates actively participated. During these dis-
c‘:f;::smn:i 111::_ fallacies of the fundamental political standpoint
:ahtcru,l}';?ﬂgn_l‘ﬁcd, a considerable number of the decisions of
T ird Lung::t::as_ being devoted to refuting Ehe offensive
5 .3.1:md to bringing forward the slogan : ".Qicnmr to the

sses, Capture of the Majority of the Proletariat.”

:::—H'*“}‘TH QUESTION AT THE

U CONGRESS OF THE C.1. :
*'-lltn}'hc Third Congress of the Comintern also paid special
R Hon o youth questions. It adopted the standpoint of the
linnﬂ?n Yﬂtmg Communist League with regard to the rela-
inatjﬂ the Y.C.L. to the Party, declared essential the subord-
s on of the Young Communist League to the political
; ¢rship of the Sections of the Comintern and gave an out-

1[42 of the extension of the activity of the Young Communist
ﬁLu_.&gm.'u.-:t: in the sphere of special youth questions, on the

ngth of such subordination.

2 :
..F'-.‘-_ .'._1 =y
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, The Second Congress of the Y.C.1. was attended by ;.
delegates, who represented 36 Y.C.I. Sections with g o1
membe‘rshlp of 600,000. There were in addition J
from six Leagues not affiliated to the Y.C.1.

The Congress associated itself unreservedly with the
platiorm and decisions of the Third Congress of the l:u:ﬂi!':.
tern and turned its attention to a detailed elaboration of the
enlarged youth tasks already laid down in the resolution of
the Third Congress. Questions connected with the relation of
the Y.C.L. to the Party, the economic struggle and anti-mili.
tarism were thoroughly discussed, the remaining questions:
Communist educational work, agitational and organisational
work among colonial peoples, the agrarian question, the Com.
unist children’s movement and organisational questions
were discussed and solved only in a preliminary gencral way.

Of special importance was the discussion on economic
questions. In this discussion, the demand brought forward
by the Austrian ILeague in the preceding press discussion 10
establish, under certain conditions, for economic struggles
special youth organisations which were to be a link bt:l“ffﬂ

the Y.C.I.. and the mass of young workers, was rejected.
The organisation and conduct of the struggle for the eco-

1.1
1§ Geiegates

nomic and interests of the working vouth was designated as

one of the most important spheres of Y.C.L. activity.

V. THE Y.C.. DURING THE CAPITALIST
OFFENSIVE

The period of the development of the labour move® -
how ntl‘_'-‘“f-:f“-‘lrf‘i
the reorganisation of the Y.C.I. had been. The activity @

the newly elected and reinforced Executive Committee \: Ii,j;::-*l
g B2

which followed the Second Congress showed

Eenceforth carried on its work from Moscow, was now de

:}Eivinzn lead to the current work of the Leagues on the basts

the decisions made by the Second Congress.
THE EBB OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAVE

Taking advanta f aluats . wave,
the  advantage of the ebb of the revolutionary W<

ponr ie in Europe and America assumed the offensi*®
asanst the working class. Reduction of wages and ]cugth}‘“:
ing of working hours were characteristic of this period. QWi

~ to the

> the treacherous attitude of the Social-Democrats and 1h¢
reformist trade unions, the resistance of the working-c1a5s

L | I
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Len nearly everywhere. The result of these rcv:}:l's;s
a8 N oation. of political interest among workers whose

ygution © » . .
“;-ifd:;?,::_-‘:ﬂ was defence of their petty material demands.
chief ¢

THE CAPITALIST OFF E:«::-‘-wl-: AND

» WORKING YOUTE
THLTIH: working vouth had also to bear the brunt _nf !.he
capitalist offensive. In its*rank:a, too, a strong dl_mmutmn
of political interest was noticeable, accompanied by increased
reformist influence. The transition of the youth ILeagues
from popularisation of general political ideas to defence of
the immediate vital interests of the working youth was, under
such circumstances, an inevitable necessity.

THE TACTICS OF THE PROLETARIAN
UNITED FRONT

The E.C.C.1. took this development into account by de-
ading (in December, 1921) to make the tactic of the prole-
tanan united front the basis of the activity of the Comintern
o the immediate future. The Young Communist Interna-
tional also adopted this tactic by popularising the struggle
for the establishment of the revolutionary united front as its
main task. For the proletarian youth movement the estab-
lf:shmf:nt of the revolutionary united front took a twofold
f:’:ﬁ- iﬁl'shi.l:..'., inclusion of the \::nr]-:iing vouth in the general
tﬁﬁn: th ch stmgglang Pru]cta_rmt (in order to frustrate the
e tht c*boqrgmls:e_ which !md reformist st}pport. to
e ¢ working youth as strike-breakers against adult
tarias ;.-n‘uffmm”}" co-ordination of the forces of the prole-
il 1 movement for the enforcement of the elementary

mic demands of the working youth.
'HE UNITED ¥RONT AND THE YOUTH

:“n’:ad:; in December, 1921, the E.C., Y.C.l. addressed a

Eazr:t;?up to the Comintern and the Red International of
. mons in which the economic demands of the work-

No .
lzifl }Ezilm the struggle against the capitalist offensive were

This memorandum was adopted by the two

Crpanisat:
Banisations and the vouth demands were added to the

Er:rT::: of the revolutionary organisation of the adult

THE STorrem
= STRUGGLE FOR-THE YOUNG WORKERS’
LD CONGRESS

h}ill"urthcrnmre, the Y.C.I. participated in the steps taken

¢ Comintern for the organisation of an international con-



-

i
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fﬂtm:finf thei 'hree Internationals. A fter these negotiations
the E.C., Y.C.1. tried to bring about a similar conference %
the three Youth Internationals. A letter, dated June ::
addressed to the two Internationals, contained, apart from the
invitation to hold a Young Workers’ World Congress the
minimum programme of the joint struggle against the ‘mpi.
talist ofiensive. These efforts failed owing to the opposition
of the social-patriotic Youth International, which induced the
so-called ** Vienna '’ Youth International (which maintained
the standpoint of the Marxist centre) to refuse to co-operate
with the Y.C.I. and to establish, instead of it, closer connec-
tion between the two Social-Democratic Youth Internationals,
which subsequently took place under social-patriotic leader-
ship.

ORGANISATIONAL EXTENSION

The Executive Committee worked simultancously for the
further organisational development of the International. In
this connection, special attention was paid to the Anglo-Saxon
countries, America and the colonial countries. This was t!u:
period of the final establishment of the Young Communist
Leagues of Great Britain and the U.S.A. New Sections were
formed in the three South American States: Argeauint
Uruguay and Bolivia. The Young Communist lLeagues of
China and Korea finally adopted the standpoint of the Y.C.1,
and mnew organisations were established in

was held in Moscow from March 18 to 25, 1922- °

the decisions of the Second Congress. The measurcs
" E.C. with regard to the application of the united fr
m the youth movement were endorsed, and further
this direction (formulating conditions of Y.C.I.. P

'Pl‘e]:l;ﬁtiun of the Young Workers’” World Congre¢

With regard to industrial-trade-union work, the

Y.C.L. work in trade unions. In connection with the unit

.;:'. ;& nt, the 'E._n’m_ u Sminn paid special attention to quc:guoﬂ-‘
| with the general attitude to opponent bourgeois "

~ Social-Democratic youth organisations.

e il

Iap“ﬂ : j.\.fl'ﬂ!'l

Africa and Australia. The first co-ordination of the expert
ences on the basis of the decisions of the Second Congrey
took place at the third Bureau Session of the ¥ 'L'["I: :.:;

devoted first and foremost to practical detailed d:ﬁcussu}nﬂ‘-‘l’i
0

ont tacui®s
steps 18
articipd
tions in the international conferences of the "::":"ﬂhm:r]ﬂ f:rc
ss) W
burea®
L] - . !
session demanded greater activity and regulated the form :d
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Transilion 10 Mass Work

I.HHEI'LTIF.:-*- AND OrroOSITION

Transition to the new course decided upon 1?}? :]1]"’-' Sc:;’:;
Congress met with different forms of opposition 1n : e vim Los
countries. The ¢bb of lh{:‘ rcvﬂ_lutm_nary wave “ﬂspﬂ :
panied by serious opportunist criscs in some of the Martes,
which also found an echo 1n the Y.L,L_ -bOmE Leagues, or
strong groups within them, offered opposition to the carrying
through of the decisions of the Second Congress {_I}aly,_ Ger-
many, Austria), or gave them a wrong, non-political inter-
pretation (Great Britain, America). Contrary to the f{rst
period of the Y.C.L., all these deviations were, however, 1m-
mediately noticed by the E.C., which intervened in a guiding
capacity in all these discussions. Apart from these devia-
tions, the Leagues proceeded to carry out the decisions of the
S““{ﬂd Congress, namely, to capture the masses by concen-
trating their attention on the special youth questions.

EEGINNING OF THE INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE
In Germany the League started a comprehensive campaign

- 2gainst the introduction of the 54-hour working week for the

:‘:mk"‘ﬁ youth, which reached its climax in a big demonstra-
liﬂtnvﬁn M:frch 26th, 1922. In Austria the League fought for
o 1;:137?‘-1'1:111:_111 of the position of pupils of technical schools
I 5u1r t 1;.: strict application of the legislation for apprentices.
th_."'ﬁ‘?‘ ed n inducing the centrist League to increase its
i m:l; t;n the interest of the economic demands of the work-
the Teut 1. In these struggles the opposition developed within
o nist League, from whose ranks new forces subse-
Swed igh -:I*nnu: over to the Young Communist League. The
i of .lh.{‘:i;:ur:_nulmtcd a campaign for the economic protec-
eHter s ¢ working youth, which was commenced by an open
Similaru non-Communist organisations and trade unions.
campaign was organised by the League in Denmark.

S"r = W -
RENGTHENING ANTI-MILITARIST ACTIVITY

. lhl he anti-militarist activity was also given an impetus.
militc struggle against Fascism the Young Communist League
: arised its organisations and fought the Fascist gangs in

“tries of battles with varying success. The French ¢
E\'E an impetus to its anti-militarist activity by be inning
S Organise illegal nuclei in the standing army. In ho-

Ovakia, the anti-militarist activity, which was formerly of
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& pacifist character, was given a Communist charac
occasion of the yearly calling up of recruits.
tion a beginning was made with Communist

barracks,

THE BEGINNING OF EDUCATIONAL WORK

Tiﬂ 0n the
In this conpe.
ACUVIty in the

With the active co-operation of
portant Leagues took up systematic ¢
ranks. For the first tim
tary education ”’ for
introduced, many sho
the summer months,

aries was also organised. At the same time
was co-ordinated and developed.

THE COMMUNIST CHILDREN’S LEAGUE

Considerable progress was made in the Communist chil
dren’s movement. On the strength of the decisions of the
Second Congress, theoretical questions of the children’s move-
ment were cleared up, the Y.C.I. attacking at the same time,
the non-political *“ humanitarian ** education of chtldﬂ:ﬂtm
the old Socialist children’s movement and the 135‘?“*_!“'“‘"”‘15.'
tionary methods of the radical bourgeois education (sell:
development of the child). The children’s-group movement
developed ra idly in Germany, Switzerland, Cfﬁ"hf":"k'rf‘mi
and in the Scandinavian countries. The first big T
children’s conference followed up by the Second Cunff:“_“_’ﬁ S

ders of children’s groups was held in Germany. This o8
ference was attended by many representatives of the fcrrmgs
_ ildren’s group movement. The impetus given to childrea ®
- Broup work caused Social-Democracy to co-ordinate their 03
~ ¢hildren’s groups internationally,

ORGANISATIONAL STAGNATION

the E.C. the most im.
ducational work in their
¢ the principle of * political elemes.
all members of the organisation was
rt educational courses were held dunag

the League press

- : h

' In spite of this change in the activity of the ‘mnt.
- Leagues, organisational stlguatinn set in in the Youth Intt:,a
Bational as a whole. The re-organisation of the Leagues “m
‘a little too late, owing to the postponement of Il'li-
d Congress, and, as a result of the diminution “f.P,':m
j working vouth, it was impossibi€ 2
Prevent the loss of part of the membership of the old organt™

are certainly also

and an international course for function.
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' with re-

¢ of the decisions of the bcc?nd f?:;gﬁ.:r ey

the detects : cation rll.hE l'cwl ﬂ.m! ar 'nn thc

o ﬁrﬁmsﬂ rtsl}luliﬂn of the bccnndd_C:;E:cds:d Ay

- . in the factory were disre i

The organisation remained on the old ubs;:tnle;c bas s

it 1al gﬁmping of the members, which mll?t‘cal mpmpg-

w I':rm:]ﬂrfll aracter of the Youth Leagues as poll ‘; O EE

w“~h ] . :;ics The Executive Committee turned 1 o

a:};; ::;t. qut:;‘-tinn in the spring of 1922 by I:If;l'“nfirac:hr e
:alu the reorganisation of the Leagues. h.-_ll ;zpeﬂ
principle of nucleus organisation was fully deve -

VL. THE INTENSIFICATION OF THE NEW
COURSE

THE THIRD CONGRESS OF THE Y.C.IL.

To correct the defects of the decisions of the E':ietc:l::
Congress was one of the tasks of the Third Congress. i
in Session in Moscow from December 4 to 12, 1922. By
attended by gr delegates, representing 38 ﬂrg?nlsafuﬂﬂl-_dm-
3 total membership of 750,000. The main point of consi
tion and discussion was the examination of the :uccu;
obtained in the application of the decisions of the Secon
Congress.

It was recorded that the reorganisation of the Leagues
for the new course was carried through satisfactorily in

general, but that transition to a mass organisation had not yet
taken place.

THE POLITICISATION OF LEAGUE WORK

¢ \ ) : . ber of
Fhe decline of political activity noticed in I‘I !l-:rm =
Leagues in mnnectiﬂp: with the development = dl:l::::ly
"ith regard to special youth questions, _w:.sl‘;?;“hi of
Su'-hordinatiun of the Leagues to t_he wltuﬂ litical tcti'l?ity
the Parties does not mean relinquishing Lol polmc:ducltionli
he whole work (industrial-trade-union struggle, a political
work, anti-militarist propaganda) must e e
character.

REORGANISATION ON THE BASIS
OF FACTORY NUCLEIL .
to the old terri-
The Congress declared that adherence -
torial forms oignrg.niuﬁon was the main reason for the failure
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to develop mass organisations. Owi
li_ls‘hmcnt of the Leagues in the factories their SOC1A
tion was also unsatisfactory. Young workers in
dustry did not constitute the nucleus of
mostly remained outside the movement. By a detailed estah

lishment of factory groups and reorganisation of the Lea

on this basis, the Third Congress supplemented the ri-:cisgi:nt:
of the Second.

ng to the inadequate estah,

| composi.
hn:n':; 10
the Leagues, byt

THE STRUGGLE FOR ECONOMIC PARTIAL DEMANDS :
THE MOSCOW ECONOMIC PROGRAMME

The resumption of the economic struggle by a number of
Leagues under conditions of continuous capitalist offensive

brought a series of experiences and raised new problems.
The Congress drew the attention of the Leagues to the neces
sity of resisting the lowering of the standard of living of the
working youth and of defending the young workers on all
vital questions affecting them. This struggle must be carried

on as a struggle for partial demands which pursue a revole-
tionary aim. For this struggle, the Congress drew up the
first revolutionary programme of economic demands of the
working youth based on the idea of the Socialist reorgamis
tion of youth labour already begun in Russia. It gav,

moreover, the first practical directions for the work of Yourg
Communists in trade unions.

STRUGGLE AGAINST PACIFISM, DISINTEGRATION
OF THE BOURGEOIS ARMY

mﬂdgtnii:nr::th of the imperialist differences in Furope de-

attention to the anti-militarist struggle.

cmm dealt, among other things, with the attitude of Com-
E‘:“—m t0 1mperialist war. The deliberations were based “:
cuwm given by Lenin to the delegation to the Pfﬂ‘“
hourm at the Hague. The resolution is directed 2g3'®
dim;t:::g?mﬁlm' the idea of ““ arbitraton courts,”’ I-.""fﬂ""""1
sment and against the deceitful talk of a ' geoe™
R the event of mobilisation without previous 107

: and organisational work, He set against thes

88 as slogans of the Y.C.I. : disarmament of the bos™

:

g:me_ d i : . t
-the#pmmhm of the bourgcois army and its conque

ATiat, transformation of imperialist war into iVl
the mgress placed the ¥.0 .12 ok, hrough of Y
formin - = X008 under the obligat!

5
I :

it PR - # “HE
poram e I,L;:::rm gained 1n all the sph:r:lsn ‘::
ot artivity “1:::; co-ordinated 1n the new draft I}Lﬂimus—
y.CL Lfri :.hifh wias submitted to the lLeagues 3 methods
c-f the }I;Lt*hil:dfﬂft prﬂ'gmmme the rﬁh‘.', tasks an
£00. -

¢ work of the Y.C.1. wer¢ dealt with 1n a nNEW form,
‘:I' “ -I' - - .
: C1S10NS.
Jhead of the Berlin decisio s
Reorganisation of the [eagues and New Political Struggles
g ”:J:.'-.a m |

ANOTHER REVOLUTIONARY CRISIS

The period following the Third Congress was tiha:Et‘:aCrET
‘ed by another outbreak of revolution in Centra du m[:;
mevolationary crises in Germany, Bulgaria and Polan ) @
ancther advance of Fascism and reaction (Italy, Spain, Ger-
rany, the Balkans, the Border States).

BIG POLITICAL STRUGGLES

In the big political struggles which resulted from this
stuation and which ended in defeats of the F:ommunlst move-
ment and led to serious political crises in the C.P., the
Y.C.L.s regained to a great extent their political activity.
Nt only did they participate in the political su_-uggl:_s. they
also took an active part in the inner-Party discussions in
vhich they acted as loyal supporters of the standpoint of the
Y.CI.. Neither did special youth work stand still, consider-
ible progress was made in the anti-militarist struggle. For
the first time since the war, the Y.C.I. carried through a big
‘Pecal campaign against the war danger.

ANOTHER REVIVAL

: Thanks to this increased activity of t'l_m Leagues, t.l}t
Y.CI. went through a period of rapid revival. It was m
'Teat Britain, North America and China that the Leagues
W very strong. The Scandinavian Leagues went through
; "‘Ep'lt revolution from the old type of Young S?c:;hltl’aﬂm
oung Communist Leagues. The press o ¢

50 underwent a thurnughgghan ; this was the time when
5 type of mass vouth peﬁudiﬂ{‘:m created.

THE FOURTH RUREAU SESSION

\ The Fourth International Session, which took place in
1 scow from July 13th to 20th, 1033, set the task of carrying

rough in a practical way, the decisions of the Second and
Third Congresses.
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A series of amendments to
adopted,

the draft Programme were

PRACTICAL ANTI-MILITARISM

_ The resolution on anti-militarism drawe attention to the
increased war danger (Germany, France) and the threatening
attack on Soviet Russia, gives a practical programme for
securing the sympathy of soldiers by taking up their
national and juridical interests and gives further instru
for the establishment of groups in the army.

i!lfl.';'.'.

ctions

PFRACTICAL REORGANISATION

With regard to reorganisation it was recorded that the
period of discussing reorganisation on principle is over and
that practical transition to the factory group basis is
beginning, which is connected with the special task of ginger-
ing up the Parties on this question. IFactory group organisa:
ton was closely connected with immediate tasks in the sphere
of economic struggle and educational work.

NEW SPHERES OF ACTIVITY

For the first time the question of work among ﬂgﬂfﬂ]'
tural labourers and the peasant vouth and the question of
struggle against religion and capture of the workers’ spor
movement for Communism were thoroughly discussed.

A flagrant defect of the Burecau Session was in:dl_:qﬂi_“
altention to the revolutionary crisis which was maturing 13
Central Europe. The too broad treatment of the co-ordinatiog

of special youth questions led to a certain neglect of the politt-
cal perspective.

RENEWED POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE Y.C.L.

. _As a result of the sharp accentuation of class :Iiffcrtﬂf?
in Europe (revolutionary crises in Germany, Poland and Hu
gana, growing political opposition in Italy, the Labour GOV
crmment in Great Britain) and of the political nmﬂ‘-‘ﬂ:“”ﬁ
ansmg therefrom, the work of the most important ¥.C.0s

assumes again a stron iti : militanst
- g political character. Anti-n
work was given a

istor special im : it time in the
<5 ¢ of the V.G pc impetus., For the first

/ 4 -l-| diliﬂtcgrnting work on an inlfrﬂatiﬂﬂﬂ]
~ scale Was carried through in a practical manner with Smﬁc
Success in the bourgeois army ( uring the occupation of

- Ruhr district by the French troops).
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(»F RF.UH{'-AEIEHTIUH ON A

cGINNING e
o p BASIS

FACTORY GROU
Qjmultaneously,
portant Leagues witl

a beginning was made in the Tmttua.;ﬁ.

| reorganisation on a f;ctnr':;; ﬁ:nﬂgh o
fee reorganisation was given special sigm +c*:1::|;:5 i
o rl? flhu reaction which drove new Lcaguh Yo s
w“mﬂw into illegality. The growth of tFe rcc: oy
f’_ﬁd tﬂ-ﬂ'u_- [eagues of Bulgana, Germany, rnnd tatm. )
}il];;:l, Esthonia, Norway, Finland, Lithuama an

vil. ON THE ROAD TO BOLSHEVISATION

THY FOURTH CONGRESS OF THE Y.C.1,

! ¢ i ; from July
The Fourth Congress took place in Moscow Ju
1ith to 25th, 1924. The Y.C.I. had at that time one million
members spread over 60 Leagues.

BOLSHEVISATION

The main task of the Congress, whose work was done
in commissions, was utilisation of the political development
of 1923 and co-ordination of the new experiences in the central
siogan :** Bolshevisation of the Y.C.1.”

THE STUDY OF LENINISM

The Congress declared that one of the chief conditions
for the Bolshevisation of the Y.C.L.s was serious study of
the Leninist ideas and permeation of the entire League w_rk
by them. The whole struggle against Right and Left devia-
tons in the Communist movement (Trotskyism, opportunist
currents in Germany, France, Bulgaria, Poland, etc.) taken
“P correctly and successfully by the leagues must be Pllh'
lly intensified and pursued. Political clarity is essential for

Ef{m definition and carryving through the special youth
sks.

UNIFORM EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
: Leninist educational work cannot be carried on success-
ully unless a uniform gradual educational system is adopted.

CONTINUATION OF REORGANISATION

Rtnrgnnisatinn on the factory group ba._sis was described

S an organisational condition of reorganisation. Reorganisa-

Uon on such a basis must make the factories into citadels of
Ommunism.
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. ipn 1 internationa
| mpaign in the 1
) carrying out nf_t!lc ca I o
{:::jl:;}l;': {if} transition of tfh::tY.-(...L.s from genera
l ol ork 1 actories,
nerete work 1n the ries.
d;:I l::ufl f{lqo adopted a resolution in favour of the
L‘ b b

kers' sport movement.

NEW METHODS IN THE ECONOMIC STRUGGLE

With regard to the economic struggle, which as umﬁns;i
new significance after the setbacks, new directions u-:n_-h::lmcg “ﬂd‘; I-l:n
mncernmg Cﬂ-ﬂpemtinn “‘il]l the ruvnlutimmn* trade un:l{]ut Pmp'l}‘h{* |
and work in reformist trade unions. For practical work r:: . ernational unity of the wor
forms .nf winning the masses—factory meetings, indu‘st;-nl g
campaigns, voung workers’ confere

3 T L] & ¥ " | .EhH I'FAGUFrS
nees, fﬂl:t{‘.ir}* newspapers BERLIN CONFERENCE OF THE EUROI
ete., were elaborated. '

In connection with the intervention of Et::rcipcnt; lili):cr:]al;
‘m in China, Syria and Mnrﬂfm, the Y.C. ._t:; cha Y
Conference of the European Young Commumsl - cﬁtim;
“hich was held in Berlin on July 21st and 22nd. In a

THE AGRARIAN AND COLONIAL QUESTIONS
AS PRACTICAL PROBLEMS

The question of work among peasants and in colonial
countries, which was given new significance owing to the
defeat in Poland and Bulgaria and the beginning of a revolu-
tionary movement in the colonies, was dealt with from the

viewpoint of the adoption of new methods of agitation and
organisation.

From the Fourth to the Fifth World Congress
ENLARGED PLENUM OF THE E.C., Y.C.I.

For the first time after the Fourth Congress an enlarged
Plenum of the E.C., Y.C.I. was held, on April 13th, 1925
At this Plenum a number of questions were discussed which
had arisen in the application of resolutions of the TFﬂ?ﬂh
Congress, particularly of the resolution on Bolshevisation.
ThFSES on the Bolshevisation of the Y.C.I were adnptfad n
which the main lines and concrete tasks of the Ieagues in all
spheres of activity for developing them in Bolshevist mass
orgamsations were formulated. These theses form the basic

ents of the Y.C.1. *

J¢ resolution of the Fourth Congress on the necessity
of an intensified study of Leninism was also put in concreie
L";:l by the Plenum in a special resolution on Leninist educd

ﬂ;?' tl;ftnum discussed a number “fs.ﬁgf
| n e final reorganisation of the Y.4-'
T.n l;sfm group basis and b:_'nugE: up the following fﬂur
(3) Adherers, 16! of trade union and industrial activity

y o A all Y.C.1.. members to t . . (ii) es*
| ‘dlishment and extension’of Y.C.L. fracugn 1o the trade

number of members of the E.C., "{.C.I. there were
;:L;-nt representatives’ of the Y.C.L's of bermany,_Fmﬁc?
England, U.S.S.R., Czecho-Slovakia, Italy, Austria, Hol-
land, Poland, Switzerland and the Scandinavian and Balkan
Federations.

ACTIVITY IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST
IMPERIALIST WAR DANGER

The Conference discussed the tasks of the Y.C.I. in rela-
tion to the war danger, the revolutionary events in China, the
Morocean war and the preparations of the imperialists for an
attack upon the U.S.S.R. and took this occasion to address
a manifesto to the working vouth in which they were E:alled
upon to join the struggle against war and to take part in an
ani-war week preceding the International Youth Day. The
general task of the struggle against intervention and the war
danger was put in concrete form for each country, and for tlge
Y.C.L. of France in particular, the task was worked out in
connection with the Moroccan war. A special letter was ad-
dressied to the Anglo-Russian Unity Committee calling for
* united front in the struggle against the war danger.

REEVOLUTIONARY EVENTS IN CHINA

The Berlin Conference pointed out with satisfaction the
vatstanding rdle played by the Chinese revolutionary youth
taded by the Y.C.L. in the development of revolutionary
cvents in Shanghai, Canton, Hongkong and other centres of
Struggle.  The struggle of the working-peasants and the
Student youth of China is a splended page in the history of
the liberation struggle of the Chinese people. It is one of
the main forces and decisive factors which make the victory
of oppressed China over imperialism certain.



30 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE Y.C.1.
UNITED FRONT TACTICS : TRADE UNION WEEK

Furthermore the conference adopted a resolution on th
application of the united front tactics, criticised e
which had come to light and established concrete mstruction
for the application of the united front in the different muni
trit_:s. It further resolved to carry out an international trade
union week for the recruiting of young workers for the trade
unions and for the struggle to establish a united front.

the deviations

United Front Proposal to the Y.S.1.
OPFEN LETTER TO THE Y.S.l.

The E.C., Y.C.1. addressed an open letter to the Burean
of the Young Socialist International which was to meet on
August 21st in Marseilles. This letter contained the pro-
posal for a united front against the preparations for attack on
the U.S.S.R., against the White terror, for the industrial
demands of the working youth and for international trade
union unity.

ORGANISATION OF DELEGATIONS OF
YOUNG WORKERS

At the same time the E.C., Y.C.I. proposed to the Y.S.1
to organise a joint campaign for the sending of delegations of
young workers to the U.S.S.R. so that the young workers
of Europe could become familiar with the situation of the
working youth in the Soviet Union.

THE Y.S.1. REJECTS THE UNITED
FRONT PROPOSAL

After a long silence the Y.S.1. replied to the open letter
of the EC., Y.C.I. In this reply the Y.S.I. rejected t¢
Proposal for a joint struggle against the war danger o8 ‘

1 . - d
to u:‘edl that it had nlready E:r.pressed its stand with regar

The war danger in the resolutions of its first f‘?“ﬂm??i
7 proposal for jointly sending workers’ delegations 4
m- on condition, however, that the delegations be ¢hose?
Agreement with the central bodies of the countrics 'f?-nl
':km_. ti.nd that the V.S.1. be permitted to send a ."'Pm.;
C ntecaeon to the U.S.S.R. of its own choosing, with its o%"
iy of speakin ‘:?ththt?eth“ delegation be given the GPP""W}?::
~ Soviet Unton, < Y0ung Mensheviks in the prisons of '

it .
Fi;;l-h—_l. x
L
- 2

i
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I~ _— x
riiE FIRST YOUNG WORKERS’ DELEGATION

w THE U.S.S.K. _ e _ ]

hi & 45 still preparing 1ts answer, severa
W ‘hl‘-.n::kcrs frni:n %.-'estcgm FEurope gﬁustl:la,
Cermany, Belgium, Czcc_hn—S]m*nkia and France), !“]“dmg'
many '.,'{;unj: Socialists {w:thuut the permission :I}f their C‘Elll'lfﬂ
todies) reached the U.S.S.R. and took part in the anniver-
ary celebration of the October Revolution ( 1925). Most of
the young Socialists were expelled from their Leagues upon
their return.

delegations of young

UNMASKING OF THE Y.S.1. MANCEUVRE

In its letter in answer to the reply of the Y.S.I., the
EC., Y.C.I. emphasises that the very fact of this reply is a
sign of the radicalisation of the working masses which is
jorcing the Y.S.1. to mancuvre. The Y.C.l. is ready now,
as 1t was before, to form joint commissions with the Socialist
youth organisations for the sending of delegations of the
vorking youth to the U.S.S.R., but it insists first of all that
the delegates be factory workers and elected by the youth in
the factories and secondly, it rejects the proposal to send a

pecial Y.S.1. delegation, since objective judgment of Soviet
conditions could not be expected of it.

CARRYING OUT OF INTERNATIONAL
TRADE UNION WEEK

Nnr;{ni:; first international trade union week took place from
e e 14th to 30th, 1925. This was at a time when there
o EErcalt_ktmdc union activity in the difierent countries.
Deglccf:d ike the Sc:andmavinn and Swiss Leagues, which had
ik trade union work to a great extent, made satis-
I:tin?- Séarts. Other Ieagues intensified their League
i ¥ (Czecho-Slovakia) s the main defect was shown to be
Pmﬁtr?tuatc support by the Party and the Sections of the
Eitiﬁn:lm as well as the inability to utilise sufficiently inter-
; cvents (mecting of the Anglo-Russian Committee,
o of the Amsterdam International).

n" <
FRCOMING STAGNATION : MARCH PLENUM, 1026

In its analysis of the situation of the youth movement

th
(:f'ézlmum of the E.C., Y.C.I., declared that the low stage

tlopment and the standstill which was to be
" 2 number of Leagues after the ebbing of the revuﬁmmnuyd
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tide in the autumn of

R 23 had already been over
g‘reat work had been accomplished in drawing the :rtﬂ;‘ﬂp P
] E] struggle for the united front ; for example, the _*&'% Imm
I_tu ¥, 1n spite of its position of illegality, h:‘ld‘nr;nn" i g
erences 1in 1924 and 1925 w \ ey

hich were attended by
2,000 delegates representing more than v & Sotalof

ey 50,000 young work
At this time the Y.C.L. of France held 112 rnnft:r:ncc; I.::Tt!h
2,300 delegates from aro factories

. et Sl , In addition to
a widespread anti-militarist campaign and holdin

national congress of the working and peasant vouth. The
Y.C.I.. of Germany conducted 17 conferences with the total
nttcndanﬁ_: of 1,750 mprescnting more than so0,000 \'ﬂung‘
workers, in addition to a large protest campnigzn against the

compensation for the confiscation of the property of the ex.
Ruling Houses, ete. '

conducting
£ a genenal

NEW QUESTIONS AT THE PLENUM

At the same time, however, a great fluctuation in the
mﬁ?l!}ership came to light and the lack of live forms of
activity in the Leagues as well as weakness in the work of
the trade union yvouth sections. In this connection the
Plenum instructed the I.eagues to adopt new methods of
work and develop internal democracy. Furthermore, the
Plenums resolved that committees of action of the youth 3
well as united front committees should be established, to b
elected at conferences of the working vouth. The co-ordina
tion of legal with illegal work in the countries of whitt
terror was especially emphasised.

REORGANISATION

As for reorganisation, the Plenum issued the sloga? j
i€ resumption, extension and completion of reorZd®
tion with, however, the erroneous specification of a set {h{"i

55 H@“S were also learned from past experience: o
the reorganisation should not be carried out until the fact?™

Eroups were already functioning: organisatio”
: ¢ g: (b) the re ;
llqu be carried out in such a way that no loss of member

t':ip would result; (c) it was recognised that it was a mistake
retain street groups as secondary organisational units

- ""."l_ - gm STRIKE IN GREAT BRITAIN -
> nection wit er miner:
lck-ont in Great Britain o ool Strike and the T

L
b
.I'-.._ b
L W
v

-_.. SR Bjﬂun. the Y.C.I. organised _'i'"""-:;;c;s.
ollections. cte. T | g
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, the strike mm:tmenth s;:g;;lngm ::It;
o5 to the committees of action an T

Wpmﬂm“%lr:iii*v.-itw.: among the young Tmerﬁ.Sl gl

1irjd*f::ﬁPmd(:a:hrmmiv.' Belgium, France, (..ze::l*!n*- ov i

s 'Dfd ﬂ;":lateq' ‘slrenplh{:nc{l their m:'twlt}: 611;10 E; e

ﬂ;ntn;?ncr:: A telegram from the E.C., Y.C.1.,

Y s.

v Q1. proposing joint action in support of the British pro-
ki;::ill was rejected by the Y.S.L.

A SH

icipated most actively 11

STRUGGLE AGAINST THE LEFT DEVIATIONS

There was an Enlarged Plenum of the FC;h‘:;f;-
«hich brought to light the most unanumous fee lngl i?tst
cat the Communist youth movement 1n the struggile I:;Iga
he “ Left ”' deviation and the opposition. The Plenum
declared that the political line and stand of the Exf:cutwﬂ
members, Vuyovitch and Mikhaletz, who had sided w:th.thc
spposition, had no support in the Y.C.I. sections and decided
to remove them from the E.C.

ERRORS IN THE APPLICATION OF
UNITED FRONT TACTICS

The results of the united front tactics with regard to the
V.S.I. were taken up. In gencral it was considered correct.
At the same time, however, the Plenum pointed out a number
of individual mistakes made in the application of thl&‘: tactic
by the Leagues of Czecho-Slovakia, Poland, Bulgaria and
otber countries. “These mistakes were mostly of a Right

rature due to the inexperience of the leading cadres, and were
not dificult to overcome.

LFFECTS OF CAPITALIST RATIONALISATION

For the first time the effects of capitalist rationalisation
o the youth were discussed by this Enlarged Plenum. The
Y.C.I. upheld the Comintern on this question and rejected
the statements of certain comrades who attempted to show
that the rdle of the working vouth in industry was falling off

% a result of rationalisation.

UTILISATION OF THE JUNGSTURM EXPERIENCE

The question of the legal activity of the Leagues which
Ere driven into illegal work was taken up in the greatest

[_::tail. The Plenum resolved to utilise the experience of the

“Tman Jungsturm for other Leagmes. .
... Fhe Plenum also worked out the concrete tasks of the
inese, Korean and Japanese Y.C.L's and adopted resolu-

C
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tions on the system of 1
work, and work
tions, reformist
of the youth).

: rolitical educationa) work
‘I Opponent organisations (religio
Sport organisations, and other

) ihildl‘{-u'h
US organis,.
Orga ﬂiuli'.rt.‘.;

YOUTH COMMISSION IN THE R.l.L.U.

Bcgmr!ing with 1927 a vouth commission for the R.L.] U
was established jointly by the Y.C.I. and the R‘I‘!"U‘
Three representatives of the Y.C.1. and three fr-;mr.:‘:h;'-
R.LL:U: were delegated to this commission. This vouth
commission took upon itself the task of carrying on the vouth

work of the R.I.LL.U. which has so far been verv much
neglected. -

WEEK OF STRUGGLE AGAINST THE WAR DANGER

Q In connection with the crisic in the relations between
Great Britain and the U.S.S.R. as well as the increased pre-
Para_tion for an imperialist attack on the U.S.S.R., the Y.C.l.
cnn‘l_ed out the first week of struggle against the war danger
and intervention in China and for immediate withdrawal of

all trpops and warships from China and for the Chinese ard
Russian revolutions.

At a result of the weak international education iﬂ_ii
number of Leagues, this campaign was successfully camed
out only by the F rench, British and Italian Leagues.

BREAKING OFF OF ANGLO-RUSSIAN RELATIONS

The provocative attitude of the British Government and
the brﬂki“g off of relations with the U.S.S.R. was answered
b)f_‘l!le Y.C.L. of Great Britain and the L.Y.C.L.S.U. with
@ Jomt appeal to the working youth calling upon them 10
struggle against the threatened attack on the Soviet Umiod:

JULY 15TH, 1027

= The Y.C.I.. of Austria took a most active part in "P‘
graong of the v““}““ proletariat issuing the slogans: dis-
ssolution of all Fascist organisations and th¢

g mﬂée:llnlgglt for the workers’ and peasants’ governmeit
RS *eclaration of the General Strike. At the very 0!
~— “HONmation on the events in Vienna, the Y.C.L. in .
~~ Sountries called upon the working youtl,
- Siruggles of the Vienna workers,

o support the hero®
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i Awniversary of the Stutigart Congres
A . . )

The Twenli€ (1 "HHSF 26'281 192?}

THF TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

NCRESS

-TI'TT'{:‘RT CONGRES: : dl came-
This marked the beginning of a s propﬂﬂ::i‘ a great

b the significance of this an%rﬂif-;:_t TN

international demonstration was held "It' lntsu ngf the Y.C.I.

by delegations from ﬂl‘-'l-;( Euril;l"enn?ﬂz‘;cc{;zter“nliﬂnal Vouth

om August 26th to September .

IE):?.T :;cal propaganda campaign was car:;ed ;ncf?r ;l;;

purpose of showing the working youth thmh mlntén;at..innnl

the only representative of and SUCCessor to t_ch e R

Alliance of Socialist Youth Organisations which was

at the Stuttgart Congress 1n 1607.

p-'lii.m showing

CONGRFESS OF THE YOUNG FRIENDS OF
THE SOVIET UNION (NOVEMBER, 1027)

The Tenth Anniversarv of the October Revolution
brought a stream of youth delegations to the Soviet I'EI;?QZE
who organised a Congress of Young Friends of the Sovie
Union in Moscow. The congress drew up a statement in
which it declared that the cause of the working and peasant
vouth of the Soviet Union was the cause of the pgulttanat
of the entire world, and pledged itself to devote all its forces
o the interests of the Soviet Union. ;

The Congress was attended by more than So representa-
tives of 20 different countries : in addition to E‘l'gﬂ&ﬂﬂ- Ger-
many, Austria, France, Czecho-Slovakia, Switzerland,
Sweden, Norway and Belgium, there were re ntatives of
countries under the white terror—Poland, Esthoma, _lelﬂd
and Italy—and for the first time from Asia—China and
Mongolia—as well as South America—Brazil, Argentine and
Uruguay. Communists (137) formed less than half of the
delegates. In addition to the Communist delegates there were
17 young Socialists, 3 members of Chnstmt; ggt;tg}orgnnﬁ:
ons, and the remaining delegates were non- pracict
young Social-‘f');mncmts %Eporlfd on '‘ The War Danger—the
Soviet Union and the vouth."’

PIRST INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONAL
CONFERENCE

The First International Organisation Conference in

Berlin, in January 1928, dealt in etail with the reports on
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the organisational situation of the

1ssued the following general directions to the I

: : _ ! £
whole : overcoming the mistakes and defects o
the factory groups and utilisation of their |
ences ; effective application of the line based
workers in the most important factory groups; the greatest
possible activisation in all fields of work, Organisational con.
f{'ri_:ncc::‘. were stated to be the most important method of
enlivening organisational work, doing away with defects
utilisation of valuable experience and following the line of
becoming organisationally rooted in th

\ ¢ big factories.
The Plenum of the E.C., V.C.I.. in February, 1028
(Moscow), fully approved of the policy of the I..V.C.LL.SU.

N its struggle against the opposition, and supported the

resolutions of the Fifteenth Party Congress of the C.P.S.U.
and the E.C.C.I. Plenum on this question.

LACK OF PROPORTION BETWEEN POLITICAL
AND ORCANISATIONAL INFLUENCE

different Leagues and

Eues aq a
f the work in
OSIIve experi.
on tht Fgunﬂ

The Plenum considered that the most outstanding
feature of the present situnation in the Cnmm}unsl F-GPH:
movemenf is the lack of proportion of the growing political
influence of the V.C.I.. over the working youth and the
organisational strength of the V.C.I. sections. ;I*stm*{}:
growth of the membership is observed by the Plenum in onls
two Leagues—the Swedish and the Greck Leagues.

CRISIS OF THE Y.C.I.

The Plenum emphasised the chronic crisis of the ) .C.I:i
the sharp falling off of its membership. Furthermore, ©
formulated the tasks of the V.C.L’s with regard to the ﬂPP?“n
tion in the ialist youth organisations and in connectio
with the strugg i

le against the so-called Lefts. A great am
Paign must be ca

) rried on in the mass organisations ﬂé !‘:;
working youth against the attempts of the Y.S.I. to bn
them under its ;

nfluence.
YOUTH coMMISSIONS AND

2 SECTIONS
IN THE TRADE UNIONS

:ﬁwﬁ’iw trade union work, the Plenum proposed that ther®

ion offi k
trade Sy cials from the youth in order to it
- UP trade union work closely wi y n orce? ™ The
- Young trade union offi y with the factory yout :

- . : 7
“‘Evlriuun trade unimﬂ:-ll ek ‘hnld special conferences

-
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ittees as
et 1 vouth commi

he v oM MISsSI0NSs ana ! 4 lves
To 46 ﬂnuﬂ; ::-ulc union youth work 1n themse

= Iy ‘ o . : :
Ifnnmf;th sections as necessarily reactionary
er VO .

‘< no fundamental
f this work is incorrect. ThF"]“ ::nrlizq on a Tevolu-
fﬂ?i : bciuwn 2 vouth section “]“}‘i‘ mmi‘fnsiﬂ“ which is
differepce cevolutionary vouth co . L
; . ¢ and a revoliull o A : stablishing
"m:‘lu :)la:;n a mass body. The proposals for esia
develope M caeat -

= . Ll ['
oecial vouth trade unions werc rejected

\ SHORT HI

revolutionary
J“d o <consit

THE V.C.I. IN THE INNER-PARTY STRUGGLE

. < there have
In the four vears since the Fnurtl] Cﬂn?fﬁspute : e
teen a2 number of problems at_‘.ld questions o 1 With regard
various Parties of the Cr}msuImtsl ']1,;1t‘i::Lﬂ1i::{‘: e soportioh
o these questions the Y.C.I., with : At
'il'-‘eﬂll‘;::cﬂtive. almost always supported with n“_lts fnrce.ﬁr thhi':
correct standpoint, the standpoint of the Cn::l»m1’:'11«.‘:{!‘“1..l %
oald be seen in Germany with the appearance or the Ope
letter of the Comintern against the Ruth FISth Iiﬂs. 111“
France in a struggle against the Right liquidators an lti 5
ultra-Left renegades, in Czecho-Slovakia during the so-ca 'E
Bubnik crisis, and in all'other countries. The Chinese Y.C.L.
mmediately adopted the resolutions of the Seventh Plenum
of the Y.C.I. and with all its energy carried on a struggle
to apply them to the Chinese Communist movement. As a

whole, this period shows a strengthening of the political
wtivity of the Young Communist eagues.

VII. TRANSITION TO MASS WORK

The Fifth World Congress of the Y.C.I. {f_mm August 20
to Sept. 18, 1928)

The Fifth Congress was attended by 140 delegates with
2 decisive, and 121 delegates with a consultative vote. The
Fifth World Congress of the Y.C.I., which followed the
Sixth Congress of the Comintern, gave a thorough summing
:;P of the work of the Y.C.I. between 1924 and 1928, and laid

oWn further tasks in all spheres of work on the basis of
former experiences.

THE ORGANISATIONAL STRENGTH
OF THE v.C.1. IN 1028

.. At the time of the CI;‘I}EI'EIB the Y.C.I. had 43 Sections
With 2,157,232 members. It has organisations in all parts



Worse, its actjvi
given an im vity increased
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of the world, and is therefore a real
satwion, the leader of millions of you
In the struggle against capitalist’
haracteristic of the positio

wnrlﬁtvmbmrin
18 workers and
® . . 1“
alist ;‘:pprcismn and e:{phr':u?i::
- N and work of the YC1 i o
::tt :h_nt *mz-nrl:;:r l\mli; its Sections are illegal Icag;;fq ‘I‘ p
mntries the Y.C.L.'s work illegally under very difiic =
ditions. | -

Apart from these Sections, there

4 the: 1s a whole series of
;mhtlcnl orgamsations of the illegal and 5\'I1:;athi1:iiﬂ
«<agues. These organisations ha ' :

ve 67,068 members.
does enormous work in the building

rmanent improvement of the position
of the voung workers and peasants and their active participa.

tion 1n cmnnmic-cu!turnl construction. A considerable
majority of the Russian working youth is organised in the
Y.C.L., which has now 2,030,000 members.

THE POSITION OF THE WORKING YOUTH

_ The relative stabilisation of capitalism, increaced
Nht'?“l oppression and worse economic conditions for the
“‘ﬂr'_kmg vouth through capitalist rationalisation, were accom.
panied by new and very difficult conditions for the work of
the European V.C.L’s.” Their main task became: struggk
for the political and economic every-day demands of the
working youth, capture of the non-Party and Social-Demo-
cratic young workers for the united front in the struggle
mst thl:: cﬁ'ticts of capitalist rationalisation, t;c-'i\l' fnrmi_:j

WOrk and mas: 1lisati - ~essfully apphed
by the V.C.I's. ss mobilisation were succe v app

The I.V.C.L..S.U.
of Socialism, for the pe

THE CROWNING ROLE OF THE YOUTH

Hﬂ‘-‘o‘:ht gress met at a time when youth questions had

¢ an importam problem. Characteristic of the situation

was the growing ral . 3 £ nrodoc
tion and in the cla ¢ of the youth in the process of P

struggle be ss struggle, as well as the exceedingly bitter

tween th sl ¢ for the
sapture of the anllt: h"‘i*tll-.rgmlsm and the proletana 22

¢ inc'ﬂ:nsed wWAar preparﬂtinns of tb

the d'ﬂiﬁt pel it to pay special attention to the youth 3

s ve factor in the coming imperialist war.
DICALISATION OF THE WORKING YOUTH

A e
A8 the economic Position of the working youth grew

- its revolutionary spirit
, e DPEtus, 5o that now it is plav: " increasingly
- Wmpo ; _ A Pl aying an increasiisy
SENR e J'&iﬂ the various l"nlugl. ’[ghc bourgeoisi¢

' 9
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i - .t
' solutionary spini
. arowth of this res ;
connteract {0¢ H0E ased pressure on the revolu

trying 19 Y ‘retly by inere g
awong U :'“u”'l;;t: ”x'uu'lh movement, secondly by a strong

: iy + the youth, thirdly by mcam:fti::

ideological offensive BF T isation of the youth. 14:;:-“ is

e network of }murﬁziﬁl }*{;L;lilaq:};g;nﬂng e
| TASC1S Social-p e _

Wi Ke fiﬁ:"tlnl ;:;li;nyuuth Jnder the influence of

" dcolos this campaign of the bourgeoisic

important

y SHe BT HISTI

sructed, o8 -
hourgeols 1ACOlOgY. 15 * g
agah?ﬁt the youth, the Y S.1. is playing an
auxiliary role.

THE POLITICAL LINE OF THE CONGRESS

The Y.C.I. Congress made thc-. estimation ﬂi: *th.li
rolitical situation by the Cﬂmitlt:t:rn ‘-:0“81'“55 is hﬂ“g.' tlh
arried through its work on the line laid down by the 1xk
Congress of the Comintern and I‘Eladr: the same main tasks
—struggele against the imperialist war d_ungtr.' for the
defence of the Soviet Union—the basis of its entire work.
Just as the Comintern Congress, the Y.C.I. Congress
declared that the Y.C.L's, too, must carry on a morc
energetic  struggle against Social-Democracy and that,
through capitalist stabilisation and the reformist split offen-
sive, the danger of Right deviations is the main danger also
i the Young Communist Icagues, and that an energetic
struggle must be carried on against the Right danger.

THE COMING CONGRESS ON THE YOUTH QUESTION

Th? Sixth World Congress of the Comintern instructed
the Y.C.I. to elaborate the question of the tactic and methods
of work of the V.C.1. from the viewpoint of the necessity of
i wider capture of the working youth, more varied methods of
fecruiting and a more vivid and active reaction to the
conomic, general cultural and theoretical needs of the work-
‘"8 youth, while preserving at the same time the character of
the 1i'iﬂ-'ﬂflg Communist Leagues as political fighting organisa-
l‘l':'“i;_ Simultancously, the Comintern Congress instructed
the Y.C.1. to adopt more youth-like methods in its work and
' struggle against the idea of a second ** junior Party.”
;hsummcmuv DEVELOPMENT OF S

HE MOVEMENT |
The Y.C.I. Congress had to record that the genera
¢velopment of the movement is unsatisfactory. ‘The neces-

Wry change-—real transition to mass work-—has not yet taken
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ELZ{‘{:. and not a single ngue (ex
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The reasons of these defects
Reneral situation which 1S,

devclnpg:ent of the mov
sought in the work of th

FUNDAMENTAL DEFECTS

Cls are not to be sought in the
without :}‘nuht, favourable to the
ement, I'hese reasons must be
e Leagues themselves.

}al;cﬁing;'cssuﬂd?]nrc];i !hc_fundamem:tl defects to be:
ﬂbout mase w E“q n sl Sllllll:l{:'-ﬁ nf Pu,ti-._qs work b_".' tl]k
especiall ?‘ work, 1nadequate political activity of the Leagues,
lhl:ef::rl::‘ it Tﬂ'ﬂﬂrd”tn thorough defence of the interﬂ-'ti.of
and inj g vouth (““ youth policy *’) ; inadequate activity
a Nitiative of the rank and file which are still limited to

considerable extent to their own organisation.

(b) Il_mt!cqqm;_. ““ youth-like *’ methods of work in the
thg:;ff imitation of the Party; superficiality, agitatiosal
bureau Y, ht‘:gtnnpg methods and even a certain amount ™
work ni;ﬂﬁly which is f"“‘l‘_lﬂ“l:'«' noticeable in the system nE
work ; in dt Leagues; relics of Social-Democratic habits ©

(Tc) Eat?‘uate work with the functionary cadres. i
mass or = n'f m“‘m“tfﬂl_mn in the work of enterprise :amE
work in Rtaﬂéﬂtln?s; especially iﬂﬂdn}issiblr: inadequacy ©

(d) N?u: “?-’“““f and sport organisations. o :
sations. PPhication of the system of auxiliary organ
Thtrefﬂrt. the main point with regard to work was the

uesti itical i
q 1on of mass work, critical investigation of the former

work and met :
the mass of th:d‘:;fiwmk from the standpoint of capturini

into vorking vouth, and developing the V.C.L's
‘Y.C.I?mnctm'ﬂrﬂ._ nisations, transition to mass work by all

LA nndame .
orientati I megbremise for this change is thorough
) “' ; 'h[ tht Y-C-I. lﬂ“"ﬂ,rdﬁ til{' r{'f-l' work
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¢ overcome, decisively and com-

MmOk e isolation of our mcmbt_:rshtp which st_lll Prcf;:;:
pletely, the time in its own circles instead of carrying on

- spend l::i frequently dangerous but necessary work amm:]g
oL 15 Every member of the organisation must be mace
:E:irn:i&:dlsn:t to work in a factory, a workshop or trade

cations and in the army and navy.

jon, in sport orgami ‘
7 This 1\*{::]& mst be systematically conducted, the methods

watinually improved and the experiences made the property
of all. Morcover, all active mmradcﬁ must be given every
scistance. Not through orders and circulars, but by actual
~d concrete example must functionaries encourage self-
sclivity, initiative and energy among the rank and file, direct-
ing this energy into the most important channels and towards
the most decisive points.

Only by such means will it be possible to effect a real
change in the Leagues, onuly on this condijtion will the
Y.C.L's become a source of energy for the revolutionary
struggle of the working youth and an organisation which co-
ordinates all the elements over whom it exercises influence.
This is the line advocated in general already in the decisions
of the Sixth Congress of the Comintern. It is in this spirit
teat the tasks must be set for the Y.C.I. as a whole, and for
its individual Sections in the immediate future.

Thus the Fifth Congress thinks that with regard to the
lho:n?'hllhf t‘““‘“ point is to overcome scclusion in our ranks,
e :!‘ y to cl_la_ngc the orientation of Elll members and to

ey individual member more active.

F. W u k]
TLRLEL[.L AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST WAR DANGER
E MOST IMPORTANT TASK

ﬁght-irhe centre of the whole work of the Y.C.I., as a political
%rﬂ{:h crganisation of the youth, must be the struggle
Partic; ¢ general slogans of the Comintern, as well as active
the mml'l_nn in all Comintern campaigns and actions. But
all Dﬂ?ﬂ important political task of the movement, to which
war dar o Dust be subordinated, is the struggle against the
oPoc Anger, for the defence of the Soviet Union and the
tnu;md Colonial slaves. Therefore, anti-militarist work
Leqon. cei¥e special attention in all Young Communist
ang o> The war danger is the main question at present,
't must govern the whole activity of the Y.C.I.
hskm the same time the Y.C.L’s are confronted with the
of rousing the mass of the working yvouth for the struggle
C

ng the masscs.
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struggles of the working youth in every

MORE ENERGETIC STRUGGLE
AGAINST OUR OPPONENTS

These two important political tasks of the Y.C.1. de
more encrgetic struggle against bourgeois and l‘&i';ﬂ-lim-d
cratic ‘ynuth organisations, as well as wide a;_:plim'in EE
the united front tactic from below, s
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. cad |
p“ﬁhlhl{: way. h

THE QUESTION OF AUNILIARY ORGANISATIONS

. '_T‘lle Congress advocated wide apphication of the * trans.
mission belt ** (trade union youth sections, Young Red Front,
cultural and educational societies, economic organisations of
the working youth and the like, under the influence of the
Y.C.L.). With the help of these ‘‘transmission belts,”
Y.C.L.s must recruit new members. Thereby, the Con.
Rress corrected the decision of the Second Congress, which
bad rejected such auxiliary organisations.

THE WORK IN COLONIAL COUNTRIES

The Congress designated as one of the most important
tasks of the movement the establishment of H’.C.L.s_ln_ﬂ“
colonial countries, first and foremost in India. Only 1n 150
lated cases, chiefly in backward colonies, can wide nation:
revolutionary youth organisations be established, provide
the leading réle devolves on the Y.C.L. ¥
. The Congress referred to the prominent political m“:i
ing of the ‘work of the Y.C.I. in the colonies and declar
that the Y.C.L. of China must continue to receive full ﬂp:
port from the Y.C.I. Furthermore, work among II'Z‘R“':‘t
must be organised on a large scale. The Congress, to a grt _
€xtent, made the V.C.L.s of the imperialist countries fﬁp':'l
Sible for the work of the V.C.L.s in the colonies of the
Countries,

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE RIGHT DANGER

The Congress also pointed out that the cver-ﬂ"{.‘“‘mg
struggle against Social-Democracy is leading to 3_5‘-'”"'5:{
deviations from the Leninist line in the Communist mO™
ment, and that these deviations are mostly of a Right u;'l'l?"'::‘l:r
e The Congress urged all Ieagues to carry on an gnefﬂfl.t
~ Struggle against the Right danger which is at present 1
st S Comintern. But the V.C.I. must @™
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be struggle also in its own ranks, hemuif’ ?.'IHE ;l:;:lri'z
ﬂ;ﬂ :r‘;un‘* exists for the Right danger. Ip th{_': : f' t};ﬂ the
o mostly takes the form of um}er-g*shmﬂmn 0
g oeale ternational obligations and also of pro-

: eglect of 1 ;
g::’.ﬁ?:wfndipnﬁtifiﬁnlinn of the vouth movement, of making

-altural and educational work the chief activity of the
[eagues.

THE PROGRAMME OF THE V.C.I.

Just as the adoption of the programme of the Comintern,
the adoption of the programme of the Y.C.I. is a landmark
in the history of the revolutionary labour youth movement.
It was the main task of the programme to give a full and
fundamental picture of the réle, the tasks and the struggle of
the Y.C.L’s in the epoch of world revolution. The pro-
gramme of the Y.C.I. is the programme of the tasks of the
working vouth in the struggle for the world dictatorship of
the proletariat. The YVoung Communist International is a
Section of the Comintern and this means that the programme
of the C.I. applies to it as well, that that programme is also
s programme. Therefore, from a general viewpoint, the
programme is a document which defines the special tasks of
the working vouth and of the Young Communist League in
E‘}F struggle for Communism. But the programme of the

~~-'- 1S not only a summary of the programme of the Com-
munist International. From the standpoint that we are an
;ntcmatmnnl organisation and that the voung person who
3ds our programme is not alwavs acauainted with the pro-
i’_‘:;‘tl‘lt of the C.1., the range of questions and of work dealt
mm'ﬂ our programme is the whole world. Thus, the pro-
i :“_f shows concrete understanding for the numerons
€ty of situations in the different parts of the world.

ADMISSION OF NEW SECTIONS

: At the Fifth World Congress the admission of the follow-

EE NEW sections was confirmed : Australia, Persia, Palestine,
orea, and S}"ﬁﬂ.

"‘*TREHHTHEHIH{‘: THE E.C., Y.C.l.

Alm' at this Congress the growing tasks made it neces-
9y to increase the number of E.C. members. Fifty-five
nembers and thirty-two candidates were elected at the

ETess,
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