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Reformists

Liberia, the so-ca lled  independent Negro R epublic, is at the m ercy of the 
International im perialist cut-throats and enslavers. A nd the International Labour 
O ffice with headquarters at G eneva is a part o f the machinery of International 
capital for carrying out the po licy  of enslavem ent and dismembering the peop le  
of Liberia.

Of no less im portance is the ruthless po licy  of A m erican  imperialism, the 
so -ca lled  protector of Liberia. U nder the leadership of the Firestone Rubber 
interests, Y ankee Imperialism becom es an enslaver of the peop le  of Liberia. T o 
her service  A m erican imperialism is bringing the intellectual and reformist 
N egroes, like Charles S. Johnson, a m em ber of the Liberia Slavery Investigation Com ­
mission, and G eorges S. Schuyler, a w riter on the staff o f a Negro bourgeois paper, 
w ho has recently  made a visit to L iberia and has written a series of articles for 
a w ell known N ew  Y ork capitalist newspaper, in which it is shown how cleariy 
he supports the enslavem ent of L iberia by A m erican  finance capital.

The First International C onference of N egro W orkers held at Hamburg, 
Germ any, in July 1930, especia lly  ca lled  attention to the role that these Negro 
fakirs play in betraying the interests of the Negro toilers. The 5th W orld  Congress 
of the R ed  International o f Labour Unions held at M oscow , in August, 1930, in a 
resolution  adopted on w ork among N egro w orkers said that the bourgeoisie in 
order to check  the further developm ent of the revolutionary m ovem ent of the 
N egro toiling masses use both, fo rce  of arms, suppress all strikes, demonstrations, 
uprisings and other revolutionary mass manifestations of the w orkers and the 
Negro reform ists like Du Bois, Randolph and Schuyler.

A nd n ow  w e have a clear exam ple of the role of the Negro reformists like 
Schuyler. W e  w ill print in the next issue of the NEGRO W O R K E R  a speciai 
article on Schuyler and his trip to Liberia.

International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers.

Published b y  the International Trade Union Com m ittee of N egro W orkers. -  
Address all m onies, articles, letters, etc. etc. to : 8, R othesood  Strasse, Hamburg, 

Germ any. —  J. W . Ford, E ditor-in-Chief.
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Imperialist Rule in British Guiana
By O. H u i s w o o d.

vervThhaHWOrTCli eCr n0mt! C ^  ^  S‘ rUck the CoIonial and ^ m i-co lo n ia l countries 
■ lh e  C arnbean colon ies have felt especia lly  the effects  o f the Su<sar

crisis The production  of sugar is the major industry of most of these colon ies 
1 he tremendous fall in sugar prices has caused an almost com plete standstill 
of the sugar industry. This is the cause of tens of thousands of w orkers and farm

SSn g °Ut °f W°rk’ aDd tHey f3Ce aCtUal Starvatl- a"“
British Guiana is the on ly British co lon y  situated on the mainland of South 

Am erica. The total area of the co lon y  is 89.464 square miles o f which only abou* 
275 square miles is under cultivation. The population is 307.784 with 57.000 in

S r i  “ p,,ll c,,y 0 , 2 8  c , n ‘" si , b “ i ° <  « ■ *

Blacks and m ixed: East Indians: W hites: Chinese: Original natives:
157-922 126.964 11.302 2.810 8.786

The above figures show that the blacks and m ixed are the m ajority of the

form th T  d at ■ 1° WS 1 1 nearly ha,f ° f the P°Pulation ar* East Indians, who form the largest single racial group in the Colony.
The East Indians Wlere brought into the co lon y  over a period o f years a , 

paw ned labourers to work on the sugar plantations. T hey are driven by the 
overseers to produce huge profits for the plantation ow ners for the m iserable 
wage of from 24 to 40 cents per day.

Political Domination of the Colony
British Guiana is governed under the crow n co lon y  system. A  governor 

appointed by  the British Crown is assisted by a legislative council made up of 
10 official (nominated) mem bers and 19 unofficial members. 14 are elected  and 

nominated. In this schem e of things the G overn or and the 15 nom inated 
members, who are officials and representatives o f the agricultural, com m ercial 
and shipping interests, usually Europeans. They have overriding pow ers over the 
e lected  members. The fiction of e lective  representation is kept up to fool the 
masses This schem e insures the com plete political dom ination of the co lon y  by 
the British Imperialist.

The vast m ajority of the native population are disfranchised because he who 
votes is required to have an incom e of 300 dollars per year. A  few  years ago
^ n l eChu°n WaSJheld; 0ut of the 86’000 adult maIe population, there were only
11.000 who voted. This shows that the majority of the workers do not even earn 
1 .300 per year and are therefore not far removed from the starvation level. Besides 
the money requirement there is a requirement, about "reading and writing". Since



the peop le  w ho cannot read and write, in the W est Indies, runs as high as 50 per 
cent, the landowning class use this as one more d ev ice  o f reducing the working-
class vote  to  its low est.

The constitution also requires that e lected  mem bers to the Legislature must 
possess a certain amount of real property. This is clearly  a policy  to prevent the 
election  of w orkers to the Legislative Council. The e lected  members are there­
fore largely the native bourgeoisie and intellectuals who coop erate  with the white 
ruling class in the exploitation  and subjection  of the masses. The native bour­
geoisie are the allies of the imperialists who depend upon their support for the 
maintenance of Imperialist domination.

Agriculture.

61 per cent of the total export is sugar (1930) and over 40 per cent of the 
w age earners depend d irectly  or indirectly upon the sugar industry for a liveli­
hood. This shows the appalling misery and situation which the toiling masses 
face, now  that sugar production , the main industry in British Guiana, is at a 
standstill.

In 1930 there w ere 32 sugar plantations with a cu ltivated area of 57.625 acres. 
The exp ort of sugar in 1928 was 114.689 tons valued £ 1,692,639. Of the b y ­
products of sugar 2,536,628 gallons of molasses and 1,109,485 gallons of rum w ere 
exported . The capital investm ent in the sugar industry is about £ 4,000,000.

A bou t 44,359 acres are under rice  cultivation. The export of r ice  in 1928 
was 18,083 tons valued at £ 232,114. There are about 131 rice  mills in operation. 
The production  o f r ice  is carried on mainly by  small East Indian peasant pro­
prietors. Of the other crops such as co ffee , coconuts, etc. 52,863 acres are under 
cultivation.

Industry

The small industries of British Guiana com prise the follow ing:
a) Diamond —  the export of diamonds in 1928 was 132,482 carats valued at 

£ 232,114.
b ) G old  —  the exp ort of gold in 1928 was valued at %, 15,864.
c) Bauxite (aluminium ore) —  the export of this mineral in 1929 was 182,692 

tons. This industry is operated b y  the Northern Aluminium Com pany of Am erica 
which is under the con trol o f the A n drew  M ellon interests. The capital investment 
in the industry is about £ 1,000,000.

Besides these, there are many small industrial undertakings and factories for 
the m anufactory of soap, matches, shoes, etc. In 1928 41%  of the trade was with 
G reat Britain, 30%  with Canada and 9%  with the U nited States.

Class Differentiation.

It is im portant to note that class groupings are sharply drawn among the 
native population. There exists a rigid colour caste system, deliberately fostered 
b y  the imperialists in order to  d iv ide the mulattoes and blacks and to maintain 
the exploitation  and subjugation of the native masses.

The w orking class in the co lon y  is com posed of the blacks and East Indians 
w hile in the main the whites and mulattoes are the officials, the bourgeoisie, 
governm ent em ployers, etc.

The sugar industry is in the main con trolled  b y  the British capital, while 
mining is in the hands of the white and native bourgeoisie and agriculture and 
small manufacturing is con trolled  b y  native and East Indians bourgeoisie.



The Situation ol the Working Class.
The majority of the toiling population  are N egroes and East Indians. The 

East Indians represent the bulk of the labour force  on the sugar plantations and 
rice fields, while the city, mining and forest labourers are largely Negroes.

In 1928, there w ere 37,108 adult East Indians and 18,332 children on the 
plantations. Besides, there w ere also 71,524 East Indians, largely p oor farmers 
and workers engaged in the production  of rice and other crops.

On the plantations, these w orkers toil under the m ost m iserable and degrading 
conditions receiving from 24 to 40 cents for a long day o f hard toil under the 
broiling sun. They are housed in com pany ow ned shacks which are even unfit 
as dog kennels, living in squalor, degradation and disease. Chained to the land, 
driven by  the overseers, these w orkers are most frightfully exp loited  and oppressed.

The conditions of the city  w orkers is little better than that of the plantation 
labourers. The miners, dockers and other industrial w orkers, w ho are subjected 
to the most brutal exploitation, rece iv e  the m iserable w age of about 60 cents 
per day. They are forced  to live in the most unsanitary disease-breeding hovels 
for which the landlords charge very  high rentals. The living condition  of these 
toilers is not far rem oved from actual pauperism. Poverty, starvation and desti­
tution is the lot o f theses masses out o f whose b lood  is squeezed superprofits by  
the imperialists and land owning parasites.

1 he unem ploym ent situation caused by  the drop in sugar-production  is causing 
the greatest hardship and misery. In spite of the misery of the thousands o f 
starving unem ployed, the G overnm ent and em ployers are doing nothing t6 extend 
any relief to the masses. The G overnor bluntly stating that: "he was not prepared 
to give relief or start a dole system ".

Tasks ol the Workers.
It was only the recent unem ployed dem onstrations led  by  the British Guiana 

Labour Union, that forced  both the "L abour" G overnm ent and the loca l ruling 
class to com e forw ard with certain fake “ re lie f” schem es. But these "re lie f" 
schem es are clearly  designed to foo l the masses and prevent their revolt against 
the unbearable hardships.

In the present situation the tasks of the toiling masses in British Guiana is 
to intensify the struggle against unem ploym ent, w age cuts and exploitation. In 
order to wage a successful struggle against the landow ners and em ployers, it is 
necessary to build strong, militant unions of the city  and plantation w orkers, which 
will carry on a determ ined fight against the Imperialists, for the betterm ent of the 
condition of the masses, and for national and social independence.

In this struggle of the masses in British Guiana, the International revolutionary 
movem ent particularly the British M inority M ovem ent must give every 
assistance possible.

Bloody Suppression of Native Rising 
in the Belgian Congo

By M AN SY.

The unbearable conditions o f life o f the Negro masses in A frica  and particularly 
in the Belgian Congo, are driving the masses to a struggle against the colonisers. 
The D evelop ing w orld econom ic crisis has also hit this slave co lon y  of Belgian 
imperialism very hard. There have been  many bankruptcies, and drop in p ro ­
duction in many plants.



Negroes Terribly Exploited.
There has been  a general slowing dow n of the industrial and com m ercial life 

o f the w hole of the Belgian Congo. A s a result o f this crisis, a great num ber ot 
the toiling Negroes are out o f w ork. Thousands of b lack  w orking men and working 
w om en from Guiana and the Congo, w ork  in the enterprises of the colonisers. 
Besides this, raw  material and fruit is gotten and carried on in a great section of 
the areas. The large leserves of raw  materials and great number of enterprises 
dem and labour hands. The im perialists take all measures to force  the native 
w orkers to w ork on their plantations and enterprises. In the majority of cases 
they use fire arms for this purpose. The black  overseers, w ho are used by  the 
exploiters, resort to force  and fraud and com pel the w orkers to w ork almost foi 
nothing. The w ork at the enterprises is carried on under extrem ely  hard 
conditions. On the average they w ork from 11 to 12 hours per day. In those 
enterprises w here the equipm ent is old  and out of date, the w ork is less intensive, 
but the length of the w orking day is 14 hours. The N egroes have to pay taxes 
in ready cash to the Belgian colonisers. This applies to those who w ork in the 
enterprises as w ell as those living in the villages and settlements.

The present of the Belgian Congo is like the past. The Belgian Congo was 
conquered b y  fire and sword. A t the time of the rising in 1920-21, armed forces 
o f Belgian imperialism levelled  to the ground and destroyed thousands of settle­
m ents in the Busara area. This was done in order to suppress the rebels.

In 1928 the “ mutiny” in North Rounda was drow ned in b lood  and strangled 
by  means of a w ild orgy of massacres. The soldiers and gendarm eries burnt more 
than a thousand peasants huts.

British Soap Company Exploits Natives
The rising extended  to the Kuango area, on the border of Kuila, where the 

margarine and soap enterprises of Lord Leverhulm e are concentrated.
These most frightful conditions and acts o f the colonizers forced the Negro 

masses to loose  their patience. T hey took  up arms to fight for their emancipation. 
A rm ed with spears, arrows, stone and rifles, they rose against the punitive 
expeditions of Belgian imperialists w ho dem anded from  them paym ent o f taxes 
in full. The rising spread over the w hole area. A dditional armed forces were 
sent against the rebels. The "m ausers" began to speak. The streets of the 
mutinous villages and settlem ents w ere covered  with killed and w ounded blacks. 
The whites had only tw o wounded. But the violent onrush of the natives forced 
the soldiers of the colon izers to retreat.

Uprising Spread.
M ilitary re-inforcem ents w ere sent tw ice to the place  of the rising. These 

expeditions suppressed with w ild cruelty the rebels. But in spite of this, the 
rising was not suppressed. It spread further. The rebels set fire to the station 
points at Pikuzu and Kazengu, The soldiers who w ere at first com pelled  to retreat 
and return with considerable renforcem ents. B lood y terror raged in the area of 
rising. M achine guns sw ept everything before  them. On the borders of the areas 
of rising huge military forces  w ere concentrated. T w o ob jects  w ere aimed at by 
the imperialists: In the first p lace  to prevent new districts from joining the rising, 
and in the second to prevent the retreat of anyone in the mutinous area of Kuango.

Imperialists Plan Mass Murder.
The plan of the colonizers-hunters is to close up the rebels on a small area, 

to isolate them from other districts and to carry out a mass butchery and thereby 
put an end to the “ mutiny '.

%



The attitude of the "m otherland" to these b loody  events is exceed ing ly  
characteristic. The question was raised in parliam ent by  one of the senators, as 
to what was going on in the Belgian Congo and whether it w ould not be better 
if the governm ent wiere to take up a more m oderate po licy  in the suppression of 
the rebels in Kuango. The colon ia l M inister C rockett rep lied to this question 
as follow s: Som e times it is necessary . . .  to avoid something w orse.”

Role of so-called Socialists.

The declaration  provoked  not the slightest protest on the part of the senators 
o f all shades, including also the social dem ocrats, (so-ca lled  socialists) w ho gavs 
this minister an almost enthusiastic reception .

I h e  pretty words "it is som etimes n ecessary" mean that the governm ent has 
decided  to drow n in b lood  the rising of Negroes, whom they system atically 
plunder, rob, exp loit and kill. This in its turn means that the soldiers of the 
imperialists will, during all this time, suppress and re-establish imperialist order 
and that the blood  of the N egro masses will flow  still more, that hundreds and 
thousands, when they run alw ay to  the forests to save them selves from the bullets 
of the white colonizers, w ill be  in danger of destruction from wild beasts, hunger 
and fever. That is what these w ords "it is som etim es necessary" calm ly, pro­
nounced, in parliament, by the Colonial M inister mean. It means rule by blood  
and iron. The mem bers of the assem bly have the same interests in this as the 
colon ial banditism.

Only Communist Voice Protest.

It was only the Communist Party o f Belgium, acting in coop eration  with the 
workers, that cam e out open ly in solidarity with their b lack  com rades from the 
Congo. Special leaflets w ere issued explaining the events in Belgian Congo. A  
number of demonstrations and meetings w ere organized. The dem onstration in 
Serenga was especially successful.

Ih e  communist deputy in parliament, Jacquem atte protested in parliament 
in the name of the revolutionary proletariat against the Congo butchery. This 
speech had its e ffect. Ih e  bourgeoisie and especia lly  the socia l-dem ocratic press 
at first organized a conspiracy of silence in regards to the events which w ere 
taking place, but after the speech  of Jacquem atte small reports began to appear 
in the press about the character of the rising, also the num ber of killed etc. In 
the official press 160 N egroes w ere reported as killed, but in a foot note it is 
stated that the official num ber of killed are given as on ly  86. In reality the 
number of Negroes killed does not conform  to  the figure of 116 by  far. This for 
instance, the “ Soir" which printed a bulletin on the "V ic to ry "  describes a butchery 
in the neigherhood of a certain warehouse as a result o f which m ore than 
100 N egroes perished.

Hundreds of New Negro Rebels Rise.
The band of lying and slanderous Belgian colon izers does not wish to give 

a true account of the events in Belgian Congo. The history of the last years is 
one o f the most bitter struggles against the colon izers on the part of the native 
masses in the settlem ents and towns.

The Belgian bourgeoisie is incapable of destroying the revolutionary m ove­
ment. In the place of every rebel tortured to death, tens and hundreds of new 
ones arise. M any toiling N egroes know  of the Soviet Union. They know  also 
that in the Soviet Union the working class is the master o f the means of production, 
that the w orking class overthrew  the capitalists and the landlords and the national 
peoples inhabiting the Soviet Union have all attained trem endous achievem ents 
in the way of the growth o f culture and econom ic developm ent.



Only W ay to Freedom. —  Fight to Destroy Imperialism.

The Belgian colon izers are trying to k eep  under their yok e  the toiling N egro 
population of the colon ies. But the sea of lies w ill not dece ive  the native masses. 
On the basis o f their bitter exp erience they know  very w ell what the imperialist 
beasts o f prey are. 1 hey see with their own eyes the horrors of capitalist 
“ civilisation” , they feel the ever growing oppression of rotting capitalism, which 
before  its inevitable end is trying to tie the noose still tighter around the neck  of 
the oppressed peop le  of Belgian Congo, and is trying by  w ay of increased 
exploitation, to delay its fall.

U nder the leadership and with the assistance of the' revolutionary proletariat 
the N egro toilers will fight for the overthrow  of the rule of Belgian imperialism, 
and will win.

Capitalism a Menace
B y A r t h u r  S. G r a y .

Capital which is used to sway the scales of justices, or  to legislate against the 
poor, or to invade territories of backw ard  peoples is an able description and 
cannot be  defended by those seeking freedom  from such oppression. It is tb;s 
principle of capitalism  that is opp osed  by Communist defenders.

The m ere saving of one 's honest earnings has never been  opposed  or resented 
by  the most pronounced Communist thinker, but the accum ulated profits of 
anothers labour has and will forever be  attacked b y  the class-conscious workers. 
Capitalism was not created by  individual saving and for anyone to make such a 
stupid com parison is positively  childish and stujfid.

In Russia w e are told that the workers have first consideration  in all matters 
o f a politica l and econ om ic nature, such a p o licy  w ill protect the weak who most 
certainly need protection  —  if any is to be  provided. In capitalist communities 
just the reverse is the condition : the w ealthy dominate, dictate, and control all 
public matters to  the despair of the poor, and uneducated masses. Charity is 
dispensed by  these parasites -— yes! But w ho wants a bone or a crust, when 
they are entitled to the wealth w hich their own labour produced. There are some 
w orkers that may wish to remain in this "beggar" state, but those who have beeu 
aroused to a consciousncss of the class struggle want to end this vicious 
exploitation  of the w orking class.

A ny nation w hose w ealth does not belong to the people, is a state that is not 
con trolled  by  the peop le ; and to pretend that such com m unities are the peoples 
governm ents is rank hypocrisy and deceit. In Russia, the w orkers are given an 
opportunity to work, because the state is dependent upon such incom e for its 
existence and progress; but in the United States you have little opportunity to 
secure em ploym ent —  and they throw you in jail for vagrancy, if you fail to 
land a JOB.

A s long as such intense misery and suffering prevails, as the records of this 
country reveal, wealth that has been  amassed to the extent of the R ockefellers 
Carnegie, Ford, M ellon, etc., should be  con fiscated by  the state to relieve the 
nation w ide depression of the masses. Can any of these millionaires dispose of 
such vast amount during their lifetim e —  norm ally? Then w hy not conscript 
such enormous savings to minimize the agonies of others, as m an-pow er was con ­
scripted during the war periods to "save civilisation” ?

There should be c o  hesitation in the minds of N egro w orkers as to what 
course to pursue in this struggle, and particularly so by  those who are advocating



the overthrow  of Imperialism in A frica , for all forms of Imperialism feed upon the 
support of capitalism. In A m erica  w e find that capitalism condones lynching, 
jim -crowism , and all forms of race distinction. A nd in conclusion , I firmly be lieve 
that communism in its crudest state is m ore beneficial to the Negro worker than 
capitalism will ever be in its most m odified form.

Editor’s Note:
The above article by  Arthur S. Gray, appeared in the "N egro W orld " of 

July, 25, 1931, the official organ of the Universal N egro Im provem ent A ssociation , 
generally referred to as the G arvey M ovem ent. W e publish this in order to 
expose the “ le ft" m anoeuvres of the N egro petty -bourgeois national-reformists.

Mr. G ray is one of the chief supporters and ideologica l leaders of the "B ack 
T o  A fr ica " M ovem ent. D espite all o f his " le ft"  phrases that Communism in its 
crudest state is more beneficial to  the Negro worker than capitalism will ever be 
in its most m odified form. Mr. G ray still supports M arcus G arvey, who has been 
exposed  over and over again as one of the greatest lackeys and defenders of 
capitalism, and a fakir w ho w ill stop short of nothing to  utilize the oppression  of 
the toiling masses of his race, to swindle them of their hard earnings in order 
to support all kinds of bogus schem es. W hy does Mr. Gray com e out in his 
attacks against capitalism ? He realizes that the w orld  econom ic crisis is under 
mining the very foundations of capitalism. He knows that the w orkers of the Soviet 
Union are achieving great v ictories in the building up of Socialism , and that the 
working class throughout the w orld and the toiling colon ial masses in China, in 
India, in A frica , are carrying on a determ ined struggle against im perialist dom i­
nation. Because of these facts, Mr. Gray realizes that the N egro bourgeois 
reformists are no longer able to befuddle and mislead the Negro masses, and that 
in order to  maintain w hatever little prestige he enjoys among the N egro w orkers 
in A m erica  it is necessary for him to adopt a m ore left-dem agogic attitude about 
the evils of capitalism. W e  want to say to Mr. Gray and other "le ft"  Negro 
politicians inside and outside of the G arvey M ovem ent that the only w ay that 
they can prove their sincerity and loyalty to the oppressed millions of their race 
is by breaking away from Garveyism  and all other brands of Negro petty-bourgeois 
reformism, and actively  supporting the revolutionary class struggle of the N egro 
w orkers and the national-liberation m ovem ents of their b lack  brothers in the 
colon ies for Freedom  and Self-Determ ination. This can only be done by  striving 
for the unity of w orkers of all colours and all oppressed peop les on the basis of 
the programme of militant class struggle, represented by  the International Trade 
Union Com m ittee of Negro W orkers. G. P.

What must be done in British Guiana
An open letter.

(Issued by  the International Trade Union Com m ittee of Negro W orkers.)

T o  all W orkers of British Guiana.
Com rades!

T oday the entire capitalist w orld  is in the grips of a frightful econ om ic crisis 
N early 40 million w orkers in Europe, A m erica  and other countries are unem ployed 
and are walking the streets from  place  to p lace  searching in vain for work. The 
present econ om ic crisis is painfully affecting the w orkers and peasants in the 
capitalist countries but is hitting all the m ore strongly the toilers of the colonies 
and sem i-colon ies where it is difficult to get exact figures of the great number ot



colon ia l peop le  a ffected  by unem ploym ent. The em ployers attempt to p lace the 
whole burden of the crisis on the backs o f the already poverty  stricken workers 
and peasants through w holesale dismissals and reductions in wages.

The crisis in the sugar industry has hit British Guiana the slave colony ot 
ritish imperialism especia lly  hard and has thrown thousands of industrial and 

agricultural w orkers com pletely  out of work. Sugar represents 61%  of the total 
exports o f the country and 30 to 50%  of wage w orkers depend directly  or in­
directly  upon the sugar industry. This shows the extent of the poverty  of the 
m^®ses in the present time when the sugar industry is in a state of com plete stand­
still. Thousands of w orkers, men and women, w ho form erly m erely eked out a 
m iserable existence are at present entirely without any means of livelihood, anr* 
are quite destitute.

I. Unemployment aad Starvation.

The major question facing the toiling masses of British Guiana is the un­
em ploym ent situation. A nd what are the Governm ent and the em ployers doin,| 
to relieve this terrible condition  o f the masses? Various fake relief schemes 
have been  proposed. But these so-called  "re lie f" schem es are only put forw ard 
to fool the masses and to create the illusion that the ruling class is ready 
to aid them,

Under the mask of assisting the unem ployed the "L abou r" governm ent has 
granted a loan of £ 162.000 to British Guiana. But the real ob ject o f this loan 
consists not in assisting the unem ployed but in trying to assist the European sugar 
planters to overcom e their crisis and prevent the total loss o f their investments, 
amounting to millions of pounds. The governor knows that this so-called  relief 
schem e is a fake and m order to prevent the w orkers from organizing for struggle 
he proposes that the British Guiana Labour Union organize a “ trade dep ot" in 
which the w orkers can display certain products o f their labour, and also that it 

co lle ct the unem ploym ent statistics". He also calls upon the masses to go 
back to the land . This is a d irect m ockery of the starving masses, who demand 

the right to w ork or im mediate relief. But on the demands made by the Union 
for immediate financial assistance to the unem ployed, the G overnor replied that 
this question has to be discussed with other officials and that "he was not 
prepared to give relie f or start a dole system ” .

Fearing the growing wrath o f the masses and their readiness to  fight against 
unem ploym ent and the starvation policy , carried through by  the capitalists and 
the owners of the plantations and the government, the governor declared to a 
delegation of the Trade Union his indignation with the w orkers ' street dem on­
strations with banners insofar as this "m ay create excitem ent and lead to un­
pleasantness". The governor knows full well, that it is only in the organization 
of the forces of the w orkers that a means for assisting thousands of starving men, 
wom en and children can be found. Consequently he and other supreme rulers 
are trying to  keep  the w orkers in fear, to terrorise the masses and to com pel 
them to silently suffer privation.

W hile both the unem ployed and the partialy em ployed are com pelled  to 
roam  about without w ork and without means, the greedy landlords are demanding 
from them paym ent of rent, and are depriving those w orkers w ho are penniless 
of their last cent. The last proposal o f the landlords to allow  the tenants only 
five days in which to pay their indebtedness for rent shows clearly  the offensive 
they are preparing against the unem ployed.

W hile on the one hand the w orkers and peasants are living in misery, squalor 
and degradation, receiv ing a m ere pittance of their toil when they are em ployed 
while they are com pelled  to  live in frightful hovels, w e see on the other hand



the officials and the em ployers, whites and natives living in luxury, receiv ing huge 
salaries and making colossal profits at the expense of the toiling masses.

II. What must be done?

F ellow  W orkers! the im m ediate task before  the toiling masses of British 
Guiana is to organize and struggle against capitalist exploitation!

E very w orker in British Guiana must know  that only through organization 
can an effective  struggle be  carried and the unem ployed and em ployed w orkers 
secure better conditions. The capitalist governm ent and the em ployers will 
never voluntarily grant any of the demands of the w orkers or give relief to the 
unem ployed unless forced  by  the organized might of the w orking class. The 
w orking class of British Guiana has had a number of strike experiences. You 
know  too  w ell that the small concessions you w ere able to wring from  the 
em ployers in the past w ere due to the determ ined strike struggles you so bravely 
waged. Only on the basis of the programm e of class struggle which was drawn 
up at the First International Trade Union Congress of Negro W orkers, held in 
Hamburg, Germany, July 1930, which was attended by a delegate from the W est 
Indies, can a real e ffective  struggle be w aged against capitalist exploitation  
and slavery.

III. The British Guiana Labour Union.

The British Guiana Labour Union has in the past led a num ber of dem on­
strations and strike struggles of the w orkers for the im provem ent of .their 
degrading conditions. Despite the many shortcom ings of the Union it is 
the only force  rallying the w orkers in dem onstrations and meetings against un­
em ploym ent. But the political mistakes for the leadership consists in this, that 
it did not understand that a successful struggle for an im provem ent in the 
conditions of the masses cannot be  carried on by  w ay of appeals d irected  to the 
governm ent and the em ployers but only by  w ay of uniting the w orkers on the 
basis of an active fighting and decisive class struggle programm e, and this mistake 
has prevented the Union from becom ing a strong fighting organization. In view 
of the fact that the Union during the last period took  no part in the daily struggles 
of the workers, that it did not fight for their daily demands, the condition  of the 
Union is now  exceedingly bad and the num ber o f its m em bers exceed ing ly  small.

F ellow  w orkers! You must sharply w atch all the intrigues of the capitalists 
and the governm ent w ho by  means of the form ation of trade depots supposedly 
to aid the unem ployed, but, in reality, with the idea of obtaining cheaper labour 
and bigger profits, are really trying to dece ive  you.

Equally harmful are also the proposals o f certain leaders of the Union to 
try and organize laundries and bakeries since such things simply result in the 
weakening of the fight o f the w orkers against capitalism with its system of 
exploitation  and oppression.

The w orkers must guard against also another danger and that is the 
penetration into the Union o f politicans and such so -ca lled  leaders w ho will in 
the long run go over to the side of the em ployers and betray the w orkers. The 
w orkers must profit by the experience of the past, when similar elements used 
all their efforts to destroy the Union a few  years ago. Only a class-conscious 
proletarian leadership is capable of leading the w orkers in an active fight against 
the im perialist parasites and their supporters w ho suck the life b lood  out 
of the workers.

T o wage a successful campaign against unem ploym ent and exploitation  it >s 
necessary to create a strong organization. Therefore, the primary task before 
the w orkers is the building of the union. W ith this ob je ct it is necessary to



develop  a mass recruiting cam paign among the R ailw ay w orkers, the dock  
workers and seamen, the mechanics, dom estic workers, the miners and the day 
labourers. A ll these w orkers should be drawn into the union on the basis of 
their im m ediate demands, w hich should be  linked up with the general 
class demands:

1) The right to organize and strike; 2) freedom  of assem bly speech and labour 
press; 3) equal pay for equal w ork; regardless of nationality, colour o f the skin, 
sex and age; 4) A n 8-hour day; 5) a minimum w age for all w orkers; 6) two 
w eek  s annual holiday with pay; 7) the introduction o f a w orkm en's com pensation 
law and social insurance; 8) m aternity insurance; 9) repeal of the "m asters and 
servants" ordinance; 10) federation  with the W est Indies and the right of self- 
determination.

IV. Organize the agricultural Workers.
The m ajority of workers in British Guiana are agricultural w orkers and they 

m ore than any other group of the proletariat feel the brunt of the agrarian crisis 
These plantation w orkers are subjected to still greater exploitation  and live in 
still greater poverty  than the tow n workers, A  large m ajority of these w orkert 
are East Indians who are tied to the land and are w orking under the most frightful 
exploitation  and oppression. In the past these Indian w orkers have on a number 
of occasions been  in open  rebellion  against the ruling class, and have fought 
bravely  against the slave conditions on the plantation. It is o f utmost im portance 
that the union pay special attention to drawing these w orkers into the common 
struggle against the landow ners and begin active organizational w ork among them.

The union should call joint meetings of the natives and East Indian agricultural 
w orkers pointing out to them the necessity and im portance of organizing an 
agricultural w orkers' union. At these meetings special committees should be 
elected by the workers and charged with the task of drawing up a programme for 
organization and agitation, and to carry out the work necessary for organizing a 
union. The follow ing dem ands should be encluded in the programm e o f action:

1) The right to  organize and strike; 2) A  minimum w age and 8-hour day; 
3) W om en and youth must be given equal pay with the men; 4 A bolition  of child 
labour on the plantations for children under 14 years of age; 5) Free rent for 
w orkers housed in com pany ow ned houses; 6) Exem ption from taxes for agri­
cultural w orkers; 7) Free grant o f land to unem ployed agricultural workers.

5. Organize the Unemployed.
Since the burning question b efore  the toiling masses of British Guiana to day 

is the question o f unem ploym ent, one of the immediate tasks of the union must 
be  the organization of the unem ployed w orkers and the m obilization of the 
em ployed w orkers for a joint struggle for the demands of the unem ployed. A  
special campaign should be  w aged among the Indian w orkers to draw them into 
the fight against unem ploym ent.

The British Guiana labour Union should call a series of meetings of all the 
unem ployed. The meetings should be advertised as w idely  as possible. The 
leading mem bers of the union should explain the purpose of the meeting and call 
upon the rank and file to e lect from their midst com m ittees of action. One of 
the immediate tasks of the Com m ittees must be the organizational o f unem ployed 
Councils com posed o f both native and Indian workers. The Com m ittee must draw 
up a programm e of action which should include the follow ing points:

1) Immediate financial relief for the unem ployed and their fam ilies; 2) The 
funds for relief to be  provided by  especial tax levied on the business enterprises 
and capitalist and by  cutting dow n the high salaries of the officials and by w ith­
drawing the special bonus recen tly  granted to the higher grades of the civil



services; 3} No rent to be paid by  the unem ployed; 4) F ood  clothing and m edical 
attention for the children of the unem ployed free of charge.

These demands must be con firm ed by  a general meeting of unem ployed. The 
Com mittee must call upon the unem ployed to march to the G overnm ent house 
in order to present a petition containing these demands to the G overnor and the 
Legislative Council. A ll the unem ployed men, wom en and children should 
participate in the dem onstration. The em ployed w orkers should participate in 
the dem onstration and thereby show their class solidarity with the unem ployed. 
The em ployed w orker? must recogn ize  the fact that the em ployers always play 
off one group of w orkers against the other, holding the unem ployed army as a 
threat over the heads of the em ployed w orkers. The em ployed must rem em ber 
that to-day they are working, but tom orrow  they too  may be forced  to walk the 
streets in search of work. Only the joint struggle of the em ployed and un­
em ployed on the basis of their com m on class interests can prevent the bosses 
from further low ering the standard of living of the w orking class.

6. A  call to the workers.

Fellow  W orkers! Only upon a program m e of action as outlined above can the 
workers engage in a real struggle to better their conditions and build strong and 
effective  fighting unions. In this fight many so-ca lled  “ friends" of labour will 
com e forw ard with the propaganda of the unem ployers urging Labour and Capital 
to  w ork together much in the manner o f the tw o blades of a scissors” . Politicans 
and lawyers of all shades will "jo in ”  the union in order to further their own 
selfish interests and later betray the w orkers. F ellow  w orkers bew are of these 
tools o f the capitalists, and im perialists! Bitter exp erience has taught the p ro le ­
tariat of the w hole w orld  that the only w ay they can get anything from the 
capitalists is through struggle and the mass organization of the workers.

W orking men and wom en British Guiana! Organize and build your unions. 
Organize unem ployed Councils. The N egro and W hite class-conscious w orkers 
of Am erica, England, and other parts o f the w orld  are with you and will support 
your struggles. Fight against the im perialist exploiters! Dem and federation with 
the W est Indies and the right of self-determ ination! Refuse to let your w ives and 
children starve while the capitalists and landlords and their families live in luxury.

Dem onstrate on the streets and before  the Legislative Council and demand 
food, w ork and the right to human Existence.

W ith Fraternally greetings!
International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers.

Against White Terror
The International Trade Union Com m ittee o f N egro W orkers has issued 

protest against the im prisonment and for the release of the A frican  com rade, 
K ouyattee, who was arrested for his activities in the A n ti-W ar Demonstrations 
on August 1st at M arseilles and sentenced to 45 days imprisonment.

The protest points out how  French imperialism has been  one of the leading 
im perialist pow ers in the war intervention plans against the Soviet Union. It 
points out the many cases of the brutal suppression of the revolutionary m ove­
ments in the colonies b y  French im perialism  and particularly the b lood  baths and 
oppression  of the N egroes o f the B lack  colon ies of France.



It points out how the French have im prisoned and beheaded the revolu tio­
naries o f Indo-China because of their activities in the Anti-im perialist and 
liberation struggle of Indo-China.

It points out how the “ Socia lists" o f France, to the applauds of Social 
D em ocracy as a w hole, have been hand in hand with French im perialism in 
murdering the peop le  and suppressing the m ovem ents o f the colon ial peoples of 
French imperialism and particularly in A frica .

It further points out how com rade K ouyattee w on the renew ed hatred of the 
French imperialists and the reform ists by  his com plete exposure of the role o f the 
latter to the colon ia l seamen, at a recent meeting in M arseilles and w on over 
70 colon ia l seamen aw ay from  them o v e r  to the International Seam en’s Club.

It also points out how French im perialism used hundreds of thousands of b lack 
troops as cannon -fodder in the im perialist war of 1914-18, and their plans to use 
black troops as cannon -fodder in the com ing war, not on ly against the U. S. S. R. 
but also, (in case of revolutionary out breaks) against the revolutionary m ovements 
of the w orkers. A t the same time w e point out how French im perialism is using 
the Negro lackey, Diagne, a m em ber of the present French Governm ent, as they 
did in the w orld  war, to draw N egroes into the Service of French imperialism, 
against the interests of tbe b lack  masses.

Com rade K ouyattee, since leaving Darkar and com ing to French, has Iona 
been  a battler against imperialism and French imperialism in particular, for the 
liberation o f the b lacks of A fr ica  and for the Unity of the black  and white workers. 
He took  an active part in the Frankfort Congress of the League Against Imperia­
lism in 1929 and recently  attented the June E xecutive Sessions o f the League 
A gainst Imperialism at Berlin, where he made a brilliant exposure of the 
murderous role of French imperialism in the Colonies.

He is an active leader in the w ork and organization of the International Trade 
Union Com m ittee of Negro W orkers, and as Secretary o f the League for the 
D efence of the Negro R ace has carried on a militant fight in Paris against the 
Negro reform ists and for the workers and peasants to play the leading role in the 
Negro Liberation movement.

The protest points out that by  arresting the most active w orkers that are 
helping to organize the fight against imperialism and exp ose  the atrocities co m ­
m itted against the N egro masses, French imperialism hopes to stop the rising 
revolutionary movem ent of the N egro masses.

French imperialism used this m ethod in 1927 when they arrested com rade 
Lanime Senghor, a N egro w orker from Equatorial A frica  for his attendance at 
they Brussel Congress of the A nti-im perialist League. Com rade Senghor was 
allow ed to rot in prison.

It is for the reasons of the significance of the terrible conditions of the Negro 
toilers under im perialism and the struggles that are developing, which com rade 
K ouyattee sym bolizes, that the International Trade Union Com mittee energically 
protests against his im prisonment calls upon the international working class to 
join with us in calling a halt to the ruthless exploitation  and oppression  of the 
Negro toilers!

International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers.



WORKERS CORRESPONDENCE

To Other W orkers thru: Johannesburg, July 15th, 1931.
“ The Negro W ork er” .

Dear Comrades,

Here in our country, as the crisis o f capitalism  deepens the capitalists im pose 
new laws on the backs of the masses.

Six or seven years ago, the Dutch G overnm ent of South A frica , in addition 
to the badge of slavery (passes, etc.) im posed upon the Negro wom en the Curfew 
Regulation which meant that they cou ld  not be  out after 9 P. M . It w ent on for 
several w eeks and was finally stopped.

T o day the governm ent has been  forced  by  the crisis to re-im pose it. The 
excuse is that it operates for the ‘ undesirables” , when in fact it is meant to meet 
the expenditures caused by  the crisis.

The reform ist organizations such as the A frican  National Congress and the 
three sections of the 1. C. U. have helped the carrying out of these measures. It 
is notable that they refused to participate, in fact w ere against the Pass Burning 
Campaign last year which was lead by  the Communist Party and the Revolutionary- 
Trade Unions.

These bodies have recently  sent deputations to the Departm ent of Native 
Affairs Pretoria to consult the minister of the N ative A ffairs, and they returned 
however, unsuccessful in their efforts which of course proved  the opportunistic 
tendencies of these leaders.

M eanwhile, they are touring the country with ob jects  of collecting funds to 
contest these cases in the supreme courts o f the bourgeois the im posers of 
this very A ct.

The Communist Party of South A frica  is holding a series of meeting in ail 
towns and Locations asking men and wom en to  take the streets on August the 1st. 
From 9-30. p. m. as a dem onstration of their hatred for the passes,

Ih is  struggle is being linked up with the men's struggle; reform ists leaders 
are being denounced fronj every platform  as betrayers of the w orking class and 
the servant of the bourgeois class. W orkers are rallying to the red banner which 
is the banner of honour. In conclusion, let me say:

Dow n with Capitalism!
Down with unem ploym ent!
Up with the revolutionary m ovem ents,
Long live the U. S. S. R. the 1st w orkers state and the only friend of the 

working class the oppressed slaves o f the w orld.

Fraternally, J, S.



Just out a new 
Pamphlet -

An Open Letter To the 
Workers of Sierra 
Leone

This letter not only tells about 
the terr ble conditions of the 
workers oi this slave colony oi 

British Imperialism

It shows  —

What must Be Done
It should be in the hands of 
every worker oi Sierra Leone

Write to us for it 

Issued by
The International Trade Union Committee 
oi Negro Workers, 8  Rothesoodstrasse 

Hamburg, Germany

Negro Workers!
READ The Two English 

Working Class Dailies 
, That Fight for a 

United Class 
Struggle

DAILY WORKER
(London, E. C.41, Tabernacle Street)

Price One Penny

DAILY WORKER
(New York, 50 East 13th Street)

Price Three Cents

Against W orld  Imperialism  
For Colonial Independence

Read

Umsebenzi
(The South African Worker)

In the English, Dutch 
and Native languages

FIGHTING FOR
“A  Native Republic"

Price One Penny

P . 0 . Box 4179 
Johannesburg, South Africa

“RUSSIA TO-DAY
______(Illustrated M onthly)

The official organ oi the F.O. 
S.R. movement. Published at 
the beginning of each month. 
Contains the latest information, 
special articles on particular 
subjects and many splendid 
photographs of life and work 

in the Soviet Union.

Price 2d. Post paid, 3d.
Is. 9d. dozen, post paid.

Annual Subscription, 3s., post 
paid.

The Friends oi Soviet Russia,
7 9  W A R R E N  ST R E E T , LONDON W . 1

V erantw ortlich : Jam es F ord , Hamburg —  D ruck : G raphische Industrie Hamburg GmbH.
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