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also , while the Communist Youth has proved in whom came from Vienna. (At all the former congresse; : y
Ppractice 1o the leader of the Working Youth. more than 35 — 40 delegates took- part). ‘

This is why the 7th National Conference of the Communist
Youth of Amstria found an entirely changed situation. While
formerly the relation of the two organisations of proletarian
youth was such, that the S. A. ]. O. numbered about 38,000
members while the Communist, Youth comprised hardly a
thousand, the S.A.J.O. has mow, according to the highest
estimates, not more than 15,000 members (some say there are
only 9,000 —10,000) and the Communist Youth, to
what it was, has increased its influence considerably. (An
exact estimate of its growth in numbers is not yet possible.)

At the same time as the 7th National Conference accepted
the report of the Central Committee (which thoroughly analysed
and recorded the expeniences of the work of 'the last two years)
the General Meeting of the U. S. A. J. O. tock place. The only
real question to be decided at this conference was the question
for wor against' the Young Communist International. After

r disoussion the conference unanimously agreed to
acknowledge the pro of the Y.C.l. and the 21 con-
ditions of the Commintern and the entry into the Y.C.I. In
the acoepted resolution the following portion deserves special

attention.

“Our entry in the Young Communist International is
nothing but the fulfilment of our duty towards the revolu-
tionary working youth and has nothing whatsoever (o do
with the office hunting which is practised in the social-
democratic party of Austria and in the Union of the socia-
listic working youth and which we were acoused of by the
Central Committee of the Socialist Labour Youth. On
the ocontrary, we rznrd the work among the masses as
.our duty, and therefore, as a t o proof that the
statements of the Central Comumittee of the Socialist Labour
Youth are nothing but libels, we determine not to accept
any offices.at the Unity Congress. We call upon the whole
Workin* Youth to follow our example, to strengthen the
ranks of the revolutionary fighting proletarian youth, and
to join the Young Communist International and the Com-
munist Youth of Austria.”

This resolution of the former members of the S. A. ], proved
conclusively that they joined the Y.C.I. from inner oconviction
and that they are homestly desirous of fighting in its ranks.

On the following day the resolution was unanimously passed
to admit the U.S. A. ]J. members, and their representatives were
admitted to the Congress, with the right to vote.

Speeches of welcome were delivered by the representatives
of the German, French, and Russian Youth Leagues and the
Executive of the Y.C.1.

The reports of the Comunittee who examined the credentials
of the delegates showed that 117 delegates were present at the
Congress; among them being 90 with full voting powers, 67 of

After hearing the political reports the Congress turne
the principal & viz. the discussion of their future tasks

On the basis of the experiences duning the last two yey
especially during the last few months — the time of the Rug;
dei:‘a'tion and first National Congress of the working yo
— the Congress in the resolution on the next tasks of
League submitted to the Organisation, the following main tagg

1. Continuation and intensification of the fight to estay;
a revolutionary united front for the following aims:

Against the slave treaty of Geneva! For the fight
Programmie of the Working Youth of Austria! Against react
and danger of war! For Soviet Russia! For International T
Union Unity!

2. Intensifying the work among the masses of the yo
workers.

3. Making propaganda, especially in miost important la
industrial concerns, to gain new members; re-organisation ¢
the basis of factory nudlei. ,

The resolution was uuanimously adopted.

The new Central Conunittee which was unanimiously elec
ition ’the enl
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comprises 16 members. As to its social compos:
Committee consists of 13 workers, 1 employee and 2 intelleq

Thus the 7th Congress of the Commmunist Youth of Aust
may be considered as a complete success. It has provided

Bditorial Offices ‘and Central Despatchi ] ! : P
to which all remittances nhould'-%g’se:? bl;gregl:&u’m;tb Berggasse ‘31, Vienna IX. — ‘Posta] Address,
. Telegraphic Address: Inprekorr, Vienna.

ostamt 66, Schiessfach 213, Vienna IX.

excellent basis for the futur work of the League, for real
work, and it ic to be expected that the Austrian Section of
Young Commumist International, further developing on the bas
of its recent suoccesses, will embrace ever larger masses of f
young workers. !
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An Estimate of the Latest Events in China.

. ‘ By Karl Radek.

- Th: conflict of the Soviet Union with Chang-Tso-Lin over

e Eastern Chinese railway is one of the results of th
ot ] resu e acute
1;’011 of Chjna at home and abroad, a situation which has
- mr;)llllﬁght about by the first wave of the Chinese revolution
- Iu‘ls.enced with the events of Shanghai on the 30th of

The events of Shanghai, which have set i i illi

i = i . : in motion millions
! Ct}i?e”(i-‘t \Allprkers and petty bourgeois, have aroused the desire
be 1 l.n_g ish bourgeoisic who suffered most as a result of
b ‘p.ri:.ut_lonar}_' wave, to find counter-revolutionary forces at
o ¢ in China, ‘to make unneoessar* an open intervention
s 1«4’m]eten the mass of the people. The English diplomacy
iy ook for coming to terms with, Chang-Tso-Lin, the
ol “:ot\:.ernor' of N'lanch'ura.a, in spite of the fact that he,
o !s'fr.len:dshep.wnh Japan, is' a representative of
Yy interests in China. Chang-Tso-Lin decided to profit
Pines, _..syltuapon, in fact to prove his ability to crush the
e < Y‘L\Olll't‘lon; whereby he hoped that he would succeed in
el [0 remove the distrust which the American. boungeoisi2

against him because he was so much bound up with
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Printers: “Elbemuhl”, Vienna, IX., Berggase 31. ’

‘NHES«- imperjalism, .

ang-Tso<Lin directed his + rai i iod

im, 2, ] roops against Shanghai,

esregi ‘31”\ the ‘destruction of w;'giters’ organtfisaﬁo:%cug:g
emonstrators - to be shot _in Tientsin. By this means

he offered the military governors of Central China who,

by -General Wu Pei Fu, had been beaten by him in the Au'tu}:ﬂ
1924 the ' possibility of striking his army on the flank. The
troops of Chang-TsmLm. finding themselves a long way from
their bpse of Manch‘una: had to retreat and suffered considerable
losses ‘on the way. This undermined the authority of Chang-
Tso-Lin in the eyes of his own generals and led to the rising
of Gepgral Kuo-Sung-L_m., the former Chief of Stafi of Chang-
Tso-Lin's troops. The rising of Kuo-Sung-Lin was not so much
a proof of the influence of the national movement on the Man-
churian troops as a result of the fact that part of the generals -
of Chang-Tso-Lin had become convinced that the means which
the base in Manchuru_a offered, were not sufficient for a military
clique, with its base in Manchuria, to play a réle in the whole
of China. Chang-Tso-Lin was: beaten by the troops oi Kuo-Sung-'
Lin -and compelled to fly from Mukden; but this called forth
the intervention of Japanese imperialism.
' Before the Japanese impenialists the question arose of their
future anﬂuence.Am South Manchuria which was completely in
the hands of a financial clique which was in connection with the

.~

" South Manchurian railway. The Japanese knew very -well, that

Kuo Sung-Lin was no revolutionary, but they held the view that
the Manchirian generals, after having* weakened their forces in
- fighting "each other would be compelled- after the overthrow of

\
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Chang-Tso-Lin, 0 make concessions o the workers and tra
and to mo; :odom com‘l(ectﬁn with the people’s army,
L Feng Yu Hsiang.
e ll::d ol % .inﬁhe decision of Japan, to support Chang-
Tso-Lin, that fact played a part to which some newspapers in
Shanghai made reference: | | . hat
“Some days ago a Shanghai newspaper mpont%d p
Japanese capitalists, in the event of the d on_
'%h-mg—Tso-lnn‘s money, would lose 60 million _Mexican

dollars, Yesterday ‘the Shanghai newspapers published the
information from

Mukden that immediately after the defeat
Lin, Chang-Tso-Lin’s money rose in value,
%fhgeuofmncapﬂx?gm, who in the case of a defegtu of
Chang-TeoLin would have suffered a loss of 60 nn:}cm on
g ’ ﬂnéhi:ngT dli."e Theywmle eno
to support -Tso-Lin. Th
mu:xt)m n 'lqoldo to wmﬁlmtchhe Japanese . government to
.-forward fighting forced t(:h e ux;i;.(sl-{:w many ﬁ;”’sﬁ"ﬁ?
w -
e b&m Jc!llaknetbat the number of their troops
to the normal strength, that is 8000,
but an ican knows the situation in this district
very well, affirms that there are now 20,000 Japanese soldf)ers
in Manchuria” (China Weekly Review, 2nd . January 1926.)
i ion of Japan in Manchurian affairs consisted
not 01::; i‘xn: mozoopsj'tga ia, Along with the conr:fbant
e o e o et ity the South Mapcharian
to atlow the of i - ) t )
rgilw‘:‘y”, but even forbade them to hght in the m:lghl)ourrlmt hoodﬂl :
of the railway line. In addition to that, there is mo.doubt, tha
Japanese spies bribed Kuom' -Lin’s followers and by this
means delivered him into the of Chang-Tso-Lin. .
# terious arrest and shooting of Kuo-Sunmg-Lin
tluwzl':eoﬂn‘g:u of Chang-Tso-Lin and the unexpected going
over of a portion of Kuo-Sung-Lin’s officers to the side of
Chang-Tso-Lin can be explained in no ot.l,lef way than through
the work of Japanese sp el:a::;m mo\;zid : o 2
i above mentioned S i Weekly Re )
wmﬁttbtﬁe 'pre:uu time fighting is going on between parts of
Chang-Tso-Lin troops and a part of the people’s army, which
had supported K -Lin. Also in this fight Chang-Tso-Lin
receives the support of Japan, which is aiming.at the hqmdah?n
of the s army in onder to pave the way for the resg;:
ration mng-’l‘aolin’s influence in the provinces of "'l‘chn

e L uincs of Tekli is the capital of China, Peking.
Whoever in Peking, holds in his hands the representation
of China against foreign powers. The province of Slnntm
which by ‘zﬁe Conference of Versailles in the year 1919 h
been given over to Japan, was taken away from Japanese (;;n‘z-
perialism by the Conference of Washington in the year 1922.
Japanese imperialism evacuated Shantung only because fhere'
remained troops of an agent of Chang Tso Lin and through tha
Japanese interests were actually secured. ) -
In order that Chang-Tso-Lin again takes possession O h_e
provinces of Tchili and Shantung, a conceniration of all ‘:s
fighting forces in the South is necessary. For this purpog;l e
considered i necessary to take possession of the East 1!_:::
railway in order to show a firm hand to the Soviet Union. Lie
official representative of Japan in Mukdeh gave Chang-Tso-Lin
the fullest support in this matter. The evasions of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry, ‘which was asked on account of the con-
tradiction between the attitude of Japan’s representative i }1111
Mukden and the official “neutral” attitude taken up by the
Japanese government, cannot remove the facts, that Chang-Tso-
Lin really received Japan’s help, Whether this comtradiction nlfi
10 be explained by independent actions of Japanese diplomatic a
military agents who are in Manchuria, by a difference of opinion
between the policy of the government and of the military circles
or by a usual diplomatic hypocrisy, is difficult to find out.
he policy of Chang-Tso-Lin and the Japanese militarists llln
Mukdent has found the full support of English diplomacy. The
English imperialist press, which stands in close oonnechou,x, with
the Foreign Office, as for example the “Daily Telegraph”, dis-

which

cusses quite openly, that negotiations over an understanding bet-,

Chang-Tso<Linand Wu-Pei-Fu have commenced for common
Xéﬁns aggins't the people’s army. By that the programme S

" realised which in the London “Times” has been suggested sever.
months ago by a well-iformed collaborator in which he poimted

out, that if the efforts iin bringing

urs of conquest to be waged in behalf of the American plunder-
und, and for which the unions will be mobilised aiter .being
strated and made into eunuch-like, organisations of cannom.
pdder, is to court disaster. It is précisely because imperialism
resents new problems for the trade unions in their daily
truggles that a ‘thorough understanding of the meaning of new
evelopments S necessary, as well as a strategy and tactics based
 the needs of the new situation.

The class peace policy of the American trade union bureau-

/ " like determination of American imperiali to A
racy, its denial of the class struggle and its entry into the imperialist nations and the perialism both the rival
eld of insurance and banking, is a direct comsequence of

American working class.

. nee Jbax s The agreement between the railways, the overnment and
merica’s premier imperialist position, whether the masses of the railway brotherhoods, the Lewis proposal, hke the Locarno
he membership know it or not. , . pact, are peace gestures but they have the kindred and sinister

The hostile attitude of the A.F.ofL. officialdom towards purpose of demoralising the workers of these unions, by higher
oviet Russia, its expu.lsmn' policy directed against, the C wages and security of employment, etc., destroying their class
unists and the left wing in general, statements by ‘Pnslqent_ connection and interest with the less privileged sections of the
reen before chambers of commerce to the effect that “American working class. This tactic, like that of militarisation of the po-
pour has accepted. the existing ordér, there is mo room for pulation, as seen in the Capper- Johnson bill, is characteristic of
ass hatred or the class struggle in America”, the 0sition  imperialist methods.
the bureaucrats to the drive for world trade union unity, all Under mmperialism not only are certain sections of the
g’,&ﬁe things have the closest connection with such events as labour movement debauched and preparations made for bloodK
e following:

o . wars of conquest but these wa e di gain
. Hoover’s warning to other X il i e o

overnments — categorical imperialist rivals and the work d t i
tements that the United States will tolerate no ies or ange semi-colonial :egions.e ORETR IS JRRERE 8 el eyl

eign government subsidies of raw materials such as rubber, The American and British iery i i i
sal, nitrates, potash, iodine, quicksilver, tin, silk, etc. e ritish Soldiery im China are not i

¢ about an understanding pe

imperialist front against Soviet

reminding them that behind

to use force to the utmost.
The same tactics are used in the class struggle.

Towands the workers both ‘peace gestures ‘and threats of war,

open or covert, are made,

The Capper-Johnson bill is a war threat against th
(it kills two bin-{g gaun e workers

with one stone, however), it shows the war-

Russia) war gestures are for
the gestures of peace lies the will

] % in- and Wu-Pel-Fu were suoccessful it woyj
m;nbecm‘;gil;ll‘es?} 1f?yrce North and Central China into the majj,
fist, after which it would be easy to have done mkth the reyg!
lutionary South China, where the English, as is known. hyy
suffered in recent years the greatest d1’§asters. X

'The English \government has obviously decided to procey
not from the South but ‘from the North. After their hopes of ‘
victory over the revolutionary Canton, by means of the suppyt
of the counter revolutionary general Tcheu_g-leu-Men, ha\"e“
shattered, it has obviously convinced that the positioy
in the Sowth couldonly be changed by a decisive victory of f
counter revolution in the North. Hence the attempts to brip
about an understanding between Chang-Tso-Lin and Wu-Pei.
and the attempts to take the people’s army between two hres._ .
tlie same time the | ish government has sent a very authoriy
tive delegation m%‘ﬁling 'wm(;hri is suppqsed to win the syn

'ﬁle campai ?P::/ﬁ?n mllmas b:n organised by-internatiog
imperialism ag:t:st the Soviet Union on account of the
position which the Soviet government has taken up against ty
oocupation of the ‘East Chinese railway by Chang-Tso-Lin,
one of the means of mobilising the counter-revolutionary fores
in China, For if the Soviet Union does not appear an enemy f
the Chinese people, to ‘whom shall it look: for help againg

L . i The nixt Bk Caat atond 4 e omkanother astyet zut — they are butchering the Chinese
uropean : . . ich 2, The join L just introduced by Senator Capper and workers, peasants and students in the interests of their im-
‘ \Vt':t Shathsno; tllllzf‘;' investigate ﬂ“’r ;;z’gaggmt ﬁl}xcgo epresentative Johnson providing for the automatic establishment perialist bosses.

innocent you o imperialist press ¥

a military dictatorship in the event of war or a “national
ergency”’. It gives the president power to draft all necessary
an-power and to ‘“control” materials. The bill is endorsed
the war department and the American Legion and receives
support of the most influential capitalist journals.

3. The steady nda for the World Court and the
jority of the senate favouring the entry of the United States

i that the Soviet Union did not hasten fo {
Bs:i‘g&ng glfeCli:glg-Tso-l..in in his preparation for fighting {
people’s army, is imperialism, then we confess that we are ig
perialists. But we are convinced that the mass of the Chine
people and the intellectuals of China will be grateful to
Soviet Union that it has not allied itself with Tchang-TsoLi

From the political standpoint it is of greater value to

With Mexico also we are nominally at peace.

But the demands of Wall Street upon Mexico become more
and more insistent. Abandoning its recent previous policy of
private conferences and agreements with Mexican officials, Wall

Stre:t now works directly and openly through the:state depart-
men ‘

American imperialism is following

its traditional policy in

_ | ) tional camprigililo this body. Mexico — a two-sided policy of bringing pressure on Mexican
into account two other utm:: ;lflethv:hggtff;i‘cﬂ:r of the East Ch 4 The systematic boosting of the Locarno pact as an instry-  governments from outside, by threats of withholdi or with-
which is conducted on accou ent for permanent peace. : drawing recognition if objectionable laws relating to the disposal
lewa}:l:_h ficst Heds is the role of Japan. Japan, in order 5. Wall Street inspired hostility to the Mexican land law Of natural resources are passed, and of encouraging or actually
mainlﬁih h ‘;:,werm;n South Manchuria, gave support to figged the coincidence of another counter-revolution in Mexico just ~Organising reactionary revoits against the offending government.

of the Chinese working and peas.antT T
Chang-Tso-Lin. Will Japan succeed in saving Chang-Tso-Lid
Thisnggs less probable. After the rising of Kuo-Sung-Lin he
now weaker than he was formerly, as heé had to destroy a m

end to the enem

We comé next to the recent activities of the versatile Herbert
Hoover — he whose charitable instincts did not prevent his
snooping into the intimate affairs of all the governments to

the time when American imperialists are threatening Mexico

aun. .
6. The public denunciation of the
ents of American imperialism in

Reuter news agency by

s o At China as a British pro- t\;flhose aldTEe came as administrator of the food supply during
i : his forces in the figijigeanda agency ged systematically in creating suspicion of the war. The knowledge thus gained he utilises now for the
:fga};lsstox; mnpeopyic'zhﬁxmm;'"fhlm wl:;?er“;l’le will become in erica’s purpose in China. - advancement of the interests of his masters — the house of

1. The announcement of an agreement reached between the
lway brotherhoods, the govermment and the railway capitalists
ich will make' strikes impossible and which. in fact outlaws

8. A modification of the class peace scheme of the brother-

od bureaucracy proposed for the anthracite miners by Jobn L.

Wis providing for 'a joint effici conmission, a’ “no-sfrike”

d with the majority agpoiuted by ex-secrei;ﬁ-y of state
act.

ghes and a five year con

Only the most” important incidents of the last two weeks
¢ been listed and it will be noticed that of the eight cited,
ahf?v'e to do with foreign relations and only three with inter-

airs.

But the three domestic events — the introduction of tfie
pper-Johnson * bill and the peace pacts between organised
2y and mine workers and the raway and coal capitalists
F government — are of primary importance in that they
r 1SS two entirely different but inseparable results for the
P O L l T l C S " Movement at home of an ;In;_lrerialjst foreign policy.

e five other events are surface signs of the inescapable
adictions in a capitalist society which s in its final stage —
Perialism, a period of wars and revolutions. They represent
Tactions fo, the attempts to solve these oontradictions on
part of the American imperialists, their spokesmen and their
et — the American government. 8,

S by ;lfgg are ch.a;aoteﬁsﬁc that they combine tHe two
s | ich imperialism proceeds in this epoch — gestures
e and open or thsguwec}rﬂweats of reprisals.

ia. But it is doubtful whether Japan will succeed
i‘:ﬂg Chang{tho-Lin, there is, at any rale, no doubt that Ja
in the eyes of the Chinese workers and peasants carries the fd
‘responsib&lity for Chang-Tso-Lin’s regime and for the attempt
extend this regime to territories south of the Great WaH.

2. In her efforts to bring about an understanding befwd
Chang-Tso-Lin and Wu-Pei-Fu, England, by this means, stre
thens Japanese influence in China. Whether the United :
will give théir agreement, only the future will tell. The agrd
ment would mean nothing more nor less than a renqunc_latlg{
the United States of America of an independent policy mh A
which does not arouse such a strong opposition on t ..‘
of the mass of the Chinese people as that, aroused by the po
of Japan and England, the chief repr.esematwqg of the o8
of diplomatic privileges and the partition of China into | ,
of influence.

r

Morgan and the industrial lords who make up its retinue, -

Hoover, as secretary of commerce, has developed a great
dislike, amounting to aversion, for monopolies; not for Ame-
rican monopolies, which are wise and generous, but for “foreign”
monopolies. Forei, nwnt’)ﬁo!iesv are bad, aocording to the
Hooverian theory, ause they are subsidised by the govern-
ments of other nations.

Not only does the department of commerce threaten to
deprive nations whose governments aid industrial monopolies in
the materials American imperialism wants to purchase at its
own price, but the departments of state and commerce acting
together shut off all loans to foreign capitalists who are aided by
their governments. .

‘What is it that American imperialism demands from its
rivals and the weak colonial and semi-colonial countries from
which most of the raw materials Hoover mentions are obtained?

Let Hoover answer:

“I believe the solutibn lies in the willingness of states-
‘men through the world to Tecognisc the consequences of
Government controlled production and price, and to meet the
issue in the only way it can be met, that is, by abandon-
ment of all such Govermment action. (Current History for
December. — Emphasis mine-W. F. D.)

The wealth and power of American industry, not damaged-
but given a new impetus by the world war, makes it possible for
it to prosper without  direct government subsidies. (Only in
Affifiag OPeR S . shipping where British competition is still met does the smbsid%
. 1ation to the world court and the praise of the Locarno  question arise.) No other great nation has an industry capab
: eofpeace gestures — hypocritieal gestures, it.is true. The = of this. ’ '

! Hoover, Morgan’s secretary of Commerce, the brow- . American finance-capital holds mortgages on the other na-
‘ gest Mexico, the Tift over Reuter’s activities in China, are tions and they must come to it for the loans. - The
ko res, Pen i does not subsidise the American mono-

e rap). ie manoeuvres are d to create confusion - ican government )
fks of imperialist opponents (while strengthening the polies but back of them stands the full power of the American

Storm Signals for American Labour '
By Wm. F. Dunne. ’

8% . italict B
A number of Técent events to which the capita .
devotes much space calls for the special attention of our C%
Even if considered separately they are of tremendous l.mP°
as indicating the express train speed with which foreign P
because of the rapid rise of the United States u.u; "311 r
nation sinoce the world war, is coming to dominate .
uestions of State. ) ,
1 Fo? the trade unjoms, the orgamsted oﬁ:gn uéthezgfzfe
. £ : l .
ot > oward which point unerringly 103

ostrich-like attitude toward even
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i list government — its departments, of state and com-
ﬁ?e‘:'gl?and 'i% economic pressure fails — its army and navy.

1f the withdrawal of all subsidies to industrial enterprises
whose products. American imperialism buys, can'be_forced.l éheut
the American imperialists have the whole capitalist, world a
lhe"N':)‘e;fl);h arrogant and sweeping ultimatum ever has"ll).een
delivered before. It is given now because American unperutizn
feels itself strong enough to demand entry, on nothing less tl [;
an equal basis, to those colonial regions controlled by riva
imperialists — Great Britain in pqrtlculalj. Let the other govern-
ments be forced to withdraw their subsidies to the special thm.-
dustries whose commodities Wall Street covets; and togte h;)r
with the enslaved workers and colonials who produce hem,
they will pass rapidly into the cluiches of American imperia lsn;{
American imperialism drives for world hegemony. It has muc

it wants it all. .
but i:lcreahsing activity in China under the slogan of the 0{)811‘
Door”, the financial and military penetration of Mexico, Cen trl?
and South America, Cuba and Haiti, under the aeg.s dth e
Monroe Doctrine, to the almost complete exclusion: of (1)' er
nations, and now the attempt to dictate the econouic tpo-1c1tes.
of all other governments expressed in Hoover’s _ultu:mmu_m, %
gether with the dominant position. of American imperialism i
the field of international finance, show that the Amerx;mzmf m;-
perialism complies in al}-l‘efflese respects to the methods of ex-

i nin. )
an&;'}llo?: ::ét‘i!:r:;hofb );he American Jabqulr_ movement are sharing
i -profits of American imperialism.
" 1h1§hzu?fsrep;;) “labour” banking and “labour” insurance enter-
rises is coincident with the increasing domination of American
ln‘P%?g]g’isnI:{ng in 1920 with the establishment of the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Engineers’ bank, on June 30, 1925, then(z) \;I)((})Be
listed 35 “labour”” banks with total resources of over $100,000, ;
Most of these banks are organised by the bureaucnacmtah(l)
unions sed of decisive sections of the workers — n;u(:'t g
among the railway organisations, engineers, firemen, o‘?ha d]or )
trainmen, machinists, railway carmen, clerks and freight-handlers,

iners, etc. . )

cou! Sl?cie by side with this method of debauching s:ectloqsdof l.:trhe
workers who occupy strategic positions in American indus ny,
goes the extension of the B. and O. Plan and other company

umo:_lrhs:h:r:e%sl.e trades unions have also established their own

bank’?iw most cordial welcome is extended to these enterprises
italist press. .
i thiacl?c{)l:‘:l;'l lhw‘{l,;anoe, another effective method of bribing the
labour aristocracy, has been urged upon the labour movement
for some time buf at the Atlantic City convention of the Ame;:fam
Federation of Labour, it received the endorsement of t‘l;at B y.
i i ional Ladies Gar-
Speaking to the convention of the Internationa
ment p\%’%rkegrs union Last'l;’*lo;uimber,ge!:;‘a:':ll;e\aern1\]'f/yol:;fo;;::3 (ﬁnitgs
i idents of the A.F.of L. ur ) )
x:::?lﬁ:s:anetgr;rise and stated that a national insurance company
already had been formed by the heads of some ﬁﬂy' unions.
American imperialism has corrupted a large section ?i }t‘hg
organised workers. It has divided the labour movement. It ta
hegn urged on to this ‘task by the increasing imperialist anta-
sonisms — some of which we have pointed out. A
" The division of the labour movement by class col ?.d‘- "
schemes, the growing arrogance of the American imperia 1;
brodllcirlg strained relations witl|(1_ othe‘r groupi.hgge .rgge;;é na;g
ilitarisati i the whole working class — _ ‘
wll:ilct?l”ti\zgl(t)l?as(;es cannot afford not to nlqg:te atl}:d .1121;2(;;1)?::“ g\o};-
arni to extend and consolidate the ! ve-
:reucextl]f),' gz'liilevgia Iy:)lll:tglga] understandinfg.and @:iquoq antzli‘edrullvu'emf1 15 om
ucratic agents of imperialism 1in .
e.{hﬂ]:u;hurf}?e imperialists denounce the class struggle ‘qnd
their bureaucrats betray it, the exigencies of unpermhstl policy,
at home and abroad, force the sharpening of the strugg bee.e ]
In the anthracite coal industry, 150,000 miners have n on
strike since September 1st. The bureaucracy had kept the mdtll?-
tenance men at work and sabotaged the strike but ﬂ’o:w*’ e
rievance committee of District One — the largest and most im-
: 1‘l‘ll1 district — has demanded the withdrawal of all m:ulrl\-
?glrahce men. This{ in the face of the supine attitude of the

ici d its studied attempts to make the strike a mere
f‘)&fﬂg;‘:\mﬂﬂf l‘abom"’. is an indication of the basic soundness

of this i rtant section of the organised labour moven,
In the ravroad industry, pdrticularly among the shopm
boilermakers, maintenance of wayworkers, blacksmiths, machinig
car repairers, clerks and freight-handlers, electricians — f,
are evidences of a new resentment against the gapxtal.;ts.
concern over the small percentage of or, sation maintyj,
since the disastrous betrayal of the strike 1.922. .

There is a strong sentiment for a campaign to organis,
unorganised and for a genmeral wage increase. ‘

In addition there are a number of anti-administration
ments crystalising in such unions as the Telegraphefs, Clerks
Freig bt-l‘a.nd 4 S of
rank‘and file are formless and without any concrete directy
expressing themselves either in tendency toward secession mg
ments or organisational resistance to the bureaucracy wify

the l'ﬁ:::e movements of the rank and file of the unions q

be orﬁanise_d around such basic issues as they will fight i
t

e process of building a broad resistance to the Labey
apents ofpimperi.alism- in the unions begun. Out of the eleme
strug; energetic and careful work will first very grady
and 'tﬁen with mcro:asi;ndge speed, organise a powerful proletar
army which cannot be debauched and demoralised.

German Social Democracy and the
Plebiscite Movement.
By Th. Neubauer (Berlin).

rty. leaders and the party buréaucracy of Gem
Soci;[l‘heDeIr):oc};’acy are in an extremely awkward situation; q
against their own will they are obliged to help in revolution
S.
the llf'lc‘;‘x?sseix weeks they had fought with all means and methy
at their disposal against the communist proposal to confiso
the property of the princes without mn}Pensat‘n‘pn, thg{)
described if as “the clamour of agitators”, as ‘“impossible|
practice”, as “injurious demagogy” etc. For six wee‘E(_s they
clung to the democratic proposal which aimed at a “just indd
nification” ‘of the princes, and which in real‘xiy is nothing
a former social democratic proposal _Then ‘hell broke log
on them; the will of the masses which had been roused
the communists, the pressure of the social democratic memb
forced the party leaders and the party bureaucracy to chy
their attitude completely, forced them to abandon the democ
proposal for indemnification and to support _the  commus
proposal for confiscation and the movement in favour of
lebiscite. ' o ]
’ ebln order clearly to understand the significance of ﬂll§al
about turn, we must bear in mind that in Saxony, So?)l .
mocracy forms a coalition with the Democrats and thle) '.‘
Party, that in. Prussia it forms a coalition with the .em
and the Centre and that throughout the country it ha:.‘ u
the “silent” supporting party of the Luther Government. :
question of the plebiscite however it had to take ﬁjledSle
the Communists; indeed it had publicly to acknowledg
leadership of the Communists. ) y
Social Democracy ‘thus finds itseli entan ledmoomradl
from which of course it hopes to escape ds soon axl pl;
Surely no one will believe that a miracle has happenec :gc
the counter-revolutionaries, Wels, Miiller, Hlliert'img.’. K
mann have turned into thorough-going revoluho_nane;n
single night. Once more, as Wels openly expressed l‘l ‘:~”d r
occasion ,they have only placed themselves at the n‘d1 5
movement, in order at the appropriate moment, to I“'l "
head. ‘Until that time they console themselves with the b
that the great campaign against the monarchist movemc:m ;
has taken hold of the broad masses, may help them B
their unyielding partuner in the coalition, the Stresemrulmner
party, pliable enoygh to offer the  social democrats wday
ditions for their share in the great coalition. Even.!;»—mev
calculate positively that — thanks to the Terror whic ‘~i|l
rians are practising in the country — the masses i
able to raise the 20 million votes required for ?r G
plebiscite and want, in the meantime, to forge t“,l,,t
weapor, the coalition, in the fire of the mass moveim:he- :
are - the. very transparent political speculations o ‘
democratic leaders.

No.

lers, Trainmen, etc. As yet these movements of §
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The party leaders and bureaucracy of the SP. of Germany
pgard the present situation, in which' they are obliged to take
heir stand by the side of the communists, both in regard to
heir past and also in view of the immediate future, as something
ite unnatural. Ts it not a curious fact that they ‘should do
pday that which they did mot do in 1918, when they were in
Il possession of political power, i. e. expropriate the princes?!

When. in 1918, the Workers’ and Soldiers’ Soviet in Lippe-
etmold wished to exlpropriate the deposed prince, the people's
uty Ebert wrote him, under instructions from the social de-
ocratic National Government, on December 5th 1918:

Prince of Schaumburg{Lippe in Lippe Detmold are the
private property of his family, ... is a legal question, the
decision of which must be left to the courts of law in
question (the old, reactionary, monarchist courts!).”

A few days later, the National Government wrote (o the
e Workers’ and Soldiers’ Sowiet:

“We would call the attention of the, People’s and
Soldiers’ Soviet to the fact that attacks on private property
(that of the princes) are against the law.”

When the People’s Council of ‘the petty Thuringian State
wished fo expropriate its former prince without compen-
tion, the social democrat Dr. David, at that time Minister of
Interior, wrote as follows on July 28th 1919, under instruc-
pns from the National Government which consisted mainly of
ial democrats:

“The National Government is not in a position o act
on this suggestion, as it cannot propose a law to the
National Assembly, the purport of which is not in harmony
with the fundamental ideas of the future constitution of the
German State.”

The social’ democratic National Government also niaintained
5 roim of view against the Diet of Gotha which consisted
inly of independent social democrats. The Diet had decided
a law according fo which the duke, an, English prince, was
be expropriated without compensation. The National Govern-
pt under the social democratic Chancellor Bauer, consisting
inly of social democrats, sent a national executive body to
a, deposed the Independent Government and dispersed the

In all the other States, the social democratic revolutionary
vernments chose the way of “peaceful arrangement” with {he
thers of their people” who had abdicated.

In Prussia, four days after the 9th of November 1918, the
ple’s  deputies Hirsch, Strobel, Braun, Erpst, Rosenfeld,
of Hoffmann issued a decree which shunted the “arrange-
f” on to the sidetrack of legal justice. The Prussian Minister
Justice, the Social Democrat Wolfgang Heine, wrote on
fuary 22nd  1919:

“According to the principles announced by the Prussian
Government, -according to which attacks may not be made
on private property, expert opinion with regard to arrange-
ments for the rights of property must be based on the
premiss that in such arrangements the Royal House and
its members retain their private property.”

The social democrats Siidekum and Liidemann as Prussian
usters in 1920 presented an agreement to the Landtag which
ded to adjudicate roperty to the value of more than
 million marks to Wilhelm [1 who had fled the country; at
time even the social democratic majority in the Landtag
ected this proposal as unacceptable.

In Brunswick, the purely social democratic Jasper Govern-
t laid a proposal with regard fo an agreement with the
mer ducal house before the %.andtag; it was, rejected by the
la] democrahc‘majority in the Landtag but was taken up
n alter new election had been held, by the bourgeois Right
frament, and passed into law by the bourgeois majority
ﬂ_le Landtag! ~ o

These social democratic “practical politicians” were at that
t‘sf,\/ proud of their success in the questions of arrange-
$But one fine day the princes came along with claims that
g property should ‘be valorised, the agreet nts annulled etc.
awarzl;urg for instance the pfincely weirs obtained a ver-
s“?rd'ﬂg to which the whole of “the ét,ate domains apd
B : & a quarter of the whole territary was to belpnﬁ (
. “;1 Sachsen-Weimar again, the dowager ,Orﬂ'ns? D%OCSS

4 valorisation of her annual allowance up fo 1400%,

“The qélceslion whether the property of the former .

whilst persons who had saved small sums received, according
to the law for r,e-establishinﬁ the currency 12,5—15%,. Thereupon
princes and princessés, dukes and their mistresses came with
their claims and proved to the social democratic “statesmen”
the real value of their “practical politics”. ‘

. Now, at any rate, the amount of the demands of the princes
is fixed. There are still many gaps in the summary and it is by
no means final, but nevertheless the following facis are evident:
the deposed German princes lay a claim through the right of
ownership to 500,000 hectars of agricultural property to the value
of 100 million marks. In addition more than 100 palaces and
castles to the value of about 500 million, productive land --
200 million, annual income and indemnities — 100 million, ar{
treasures, gold and silver — 500 million, capital —- at least
300 million.Altogether 2600 million marks! More than three
times the Dawes loan! All this the social democratic leaders
would have left to the grasping princes if the communists had
not stirred up the masses by their proposal of confiscation!
Now the bourgeais parties are using the opinions expressed
by the social democrats in former times against the S. P. of
Germany and hold before its nose the words of {he former
social democratic Minister of Justice Wolfgang Heine, who, as
the paid advocate of the desposed Grand Duke of Mecklenburg
defended the inferests of this “father of his people” against the
. State, in the ‘following words:

“The revolution must retain the large-minded character
of a transférmation of the State and of society; it must not
sink {o the level of personal quarrels and personal injuries.
The leap from the throne, to the life of a private individual
is a very high one and very painful, but it is inevitable. We
must not poison this painful wound by placing the de-
throned princes in a financial position which seems to them
and many of their former subjects to be a degradation.”

The German working class must not forget such servile words
in listening to the present-day radical speeches of the social demo-
crats, if it will protect itself against further bitter disillusion-
ments. For the inherent character of the party bureaucracy of the
S. P. of Germany not only decides on the continuation of this
past but also on the political prospects for the future.

The slogan: Not a farthing to the princes! has found such
a quick and loud echo among the mass of the pupulation, be-
cause the German economic crisis’ has reached a degree of infen-
sity in which the dull passivity of the masses is once more turning
into open revolt. Three million unemployed and hundreds of
thousands of short time workers, in addifion miserable wages
and provocative starvation allowances, a terrible increase of
prices and enormous pressure of taxation — these stimnulate
the masses {o rebellion. The petty bourgeoisie however both in
town and country, is also suffering severely under the present crisis.
This multitude "was filled with righteous indignation when it
heard of.the monstrous demands of the princes.

The bourgeoisie is beginning more and more plainly to
attempt 1o sabotage the plebiscite; the possessing class must
show its colours more and more openly; each of its acts may
‘help to disillusion the masses as to the “advantages™ which they
may expect from the “democratic” system. Today the bourgeoisie
can still use the pretext of legal doubts with regard 1o the plebis-
cite. But the more this mass movement spreads, the more the real
character of this fight on the pant of the bourgeoisie also is
revealed, the character of a fight for power. Once the masses

“have entered info this fight for power, the battle-field will of

course not remain limited to the expropriation of the princely
parasites, but will be however in keeping with the sirength
of the mass movement. This. however is the prospect of which
social democracy is in deadly terror!

The Meeting of Briand and Chamberlain
and the Postponement of the Disarmament
2K Conference. ‘

By G..Peri (Paris).

In the last week of January the French Prime Mimster and
Foreign Minister Briand and Chamberlain, the British Minister
for l%nmi n Affairs, met in the French Foreign Office for a
delailed discussion. Both Foreign Ministers expressed their
opinions on three important questions of international politics.
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1. As to the date of the meeting of the praparatory ComuTIiS-
sion for the Disarmament Conference. They invited Sir Eric
Drummond, the General Secretary of the League of Nations to
join their discussions on this question. :

2. As to the disarmament of German
in the report of the interallied Military

the Rhine district.

It is further re
agreement between

of France’s debts.

the whole policy of Locarno.

The victors of Versailles had determined by hook or by
crook partially to disarm Germany. That part of the regulations
of the treaty which refers o the clauses regarding the air force
begins with the words: “In order o make pre-
parations for a general limitation of armaments in all countries
possible, Germany undertakes io observe the following clauses
with regard to her anmy, navy and air force.”

According therefore to the letter of the treaty, the disarming

and the army,

that Briand used the signing of the

and the conclusions
ntrol Commission.

paper lire.

of Germany should have beem the prelude to gemeral disarma- . 3 ;
ment, We know what has happened to this clause. The victors, P2y it gold lire as follows:

with imperialist France at their head, have indul in the most Year /

fantastic interpretations of the Treaty of Versailles. Whilst in- 19% 2%.0
creasing their own armaments, they left defeated Germany un- 1927 250
armed. In this respect they were faithful o the leading idea of 1928 250
their policy; the idea of completely annihilating, encircling and 1929/30 %0
dismembering Germany. Nevertheless a breach was made in some 1931/32 6?.:02
of the clauses of Versailles. Genmany was given permission to 1033 637
maintain an anti-revolutionary army, and the formation of a 1050 114.0
Baltic Corps in East Prussia was also regarded with favour, as 1087 , 411:4

it was intended to help in the blockade

Luther and Stresemann, however, maintain that the formula
of Versailles is now out of date, It is less a question of encircling
Germany than of allowing Germany to take part in the encircling \ ng T
of the Soviet Union. Why then should the decisions of the Treaty to in London between the Italian Minister of nance
Volpi and the English Chancellor of the Exchequer Churchill, {

ol Versailles be kept in force? cello
deposit will be paid back in- instalments extended over a ko

The German Chacellor demands that, as Germany is a party

Red Russia.

to the Treaty of Locarno, the same rights should be granted to  period.

her as to the other parties. If she is ex
part in the crusade against the Soviet
wed to dincrease her armaments. If she is to remain unarnmed,
then all the parties to the Treaty of Locarno should also disarm
and begin {o evacuate the territories which they are ocoupying
by force. _

In his speech in the Reichstag which so enraged the incor-
rigible chauvinists and the disappointed partisans of Locarno,
Luther said nothing more nor less than that Germany had adapted rate of ex
herseli to the recommendations of Locarno and the clauses con-
cerning the disarmament treaty, and that it was high time the
other parties to the Treaty of Loocarno imitated Germamy. of ex

These arguments cannot be contradicted. They prove that the
“spirit of Locarno” has not dispersed a single cloud in the found.
atmosphere of mistrust and suspicion which has prevailed since
Versailles, has not altered br cleared up anything in the relations
between France and Germany!

As a matter of course, in these circumstances, the nnefhmged It may therefore be said that in the current findl
ear the payments on war debts will hardly be felt in
ards the money to

as regands the after effects of the payments”.

If this is the case, it is almost impossible to imagint
enormous burden that is piled on the shoulders of the

proletariat. Our attitude towards the war debts and the D

plan was_guite recently expounded in Parliament by the Co

nist fraction. It is evident that bourgeois public opinion is !

t0solve everything with the well-known formula: “German/!

. pay!” Supposing even that the Genman

in squeezing this incredible tribute demanded by the Dawe§

out of the German working class, it is posstble fo fores®

of the preparatory commission for the disarmament is-

for ever and a day. We were told that the first effect of the
signing of the Treaty of Locarno would be that the military
burden which weighs so heavily on the workers, would be
lightened. To-day we know what we may expect.

The first attempt which followed the Conference of Locarno
is on the verge of a deplorable shipwreck. There will be bitter
ose who let themselves be carried atvay
by the delusive enthusiasm of Oct. 1924. The attitude of the
partisans of Locarno on both sides of the frontier with' regard
to this, is very characteristic. In France there is resentment, in
Germany silence. In both countries they realise that the fruit in
the Locarno orchard takes a very long time to ripen. this can only go on for 40 years at the most, whereas Italys

disappoiniment among

ed to take an active

on the subject:

inanoces, neither as

The newspapers and the semi-official
nion, she must be allo- sise that this year the amount of the anmual instalments to
paid to the United States and England in redemption of the
debts will be almost entirely covered by the amounts rece
in accordance with the Dawes plan. The “Agenzia Volta”

The Dawes i’lan and fhe Italian
By L. U. (Milan).

As a result of the war, the Italian State contracted deb,
the amount of 2 milliard 140 million dollars. the equivaley
. 52 milliard paper lire in the United States, and 590 million py,

i f tion in  sterling, the ivalent of 73 milliard paper 3
3. As to the strength of the allied troops of occupation i Tlﬁsm!galws :qtl:lal of 125 milliard paper lire foreign debt, gp
from the internal debt of anmother 100 milliard paper lire,

reat Brifain and ltaly, as to ltallyl"s debts to , By the Washington Agreement, the Italian State has ply

itai opportuni : i t uestion itself to 2 milliard 40 million dollars in 62 years. The apy,
o T ity e o by for beinging. up the 9 'instalnmph?myable to the United S::]es are g\rai\‘mted in gy
. : i i , a way that, beginning with an annual payment of 125 mijg
in these discuscions. They onty ped s0-be entmarated 1of s do paper lire sl 1020/30 i rises 1o about 300 million pap §

sopoeciste their siguitionnos aod 4o reslise dhat fhey endamger a final annual payment of one milliard two hundred mullion |;

By the agreement with Great Britain which was concly
a few days ago in London, the Italian State pledges
Livres Sterling 272,250,000 i. e. less than the original debt,
in 62 years. The annual instalments however, with the excepgg
of that for 1926 which amounts to rather more than 200 ml
paper lire, will be about equal, somewhere about 500 millj

by 1933, passing to 500 million by 1950 and reaching

Professor Gino Borgatta, in an article in the “Nazione”
calculated the annual instalments which the [talian State has

United States Great Britain

50,4
100,8
100,8
107,1

107,1 .

1135
113,5

1135 .

It should however be remarked that there is a sum of
million pound sterling in gold at the English Treasury,
was deposited during the war.. According to the a

“The first instalment of the debt to England, amoun
to 2 million pound sterling, which, according to the pred
is about 240 million lire, falls due on
15th. The first instalment of the debt to America, to.
amount of 5 million dollars, which, according to the 1

change is about 125 million lire, falls due on M
15th. Thus altogether about 365 million lire have fo!

Debt,

lire in Great Brijy

itself to

Total

76,3
126,71
126,71

1330 .

1693

1772 |

2215
549

It 0
0

ﬂ‘gelleies Oll.ly empl

Against these requirements we can place the ree
through the Dawes plan, which, in the current financial
can be calculated at 70 miltion gold marks, the equ
of 400 million paper lire,

» collected

isie should s

will only be wiped out through the yearly instalments in 62

Furthermiore the annual payments which Haly is to

in g
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increase.

ans.

St gl

disbanded.

flisunity in

t of the
mioial organs by:
“Chi vivrd, vedrd.” (Those who live long enough will see.)

ything to take its place.

fc. made it very di

h'The cfiefeaé ﬂi, tl;;z Repgicans and the cessation of the
fighting, found, the Party sharing in the aftermath of the iss i

rrels about policy and conduct of Party affairs. Be-  spigone g o tied front
fore the end of 1923, it was found impossible to continue publi- .
shing the “Worker’s Republic” and shortly after the Party was

bf the breakawa
nion to set

often asserted, How the Employers

om. Immediatel
eat need was
i the State, i
Conomic press
my. Soon the
e already large numbers of the unemployed.
Systematic onslaughts on wages have been the order, taking ' or rather lacking courage to do more.
section by section. Municipal coungils, such as
tes. o F ork, that refused to use their powers to reduce the Dail (who have never take
; of their empolyees and bludgen dawxy the standard of The great needs of the Irish Workers are econamic and because
. ﬁlen%{al-ly, have been dissolved and commissioners appointed  of the strong capitalist section of its ‘membership, the Party has
ol e dirty work. Tariffs have been placed on clothes, boots, never been able to formulate an economic programme to hold its
re, confections, tobacco, soaps and other goods coming supporters amongst the town and country workers and attract
hble (1 try. These are the methods of the Capitalists to  the now dissillusioned workers that supported the Free State
\ ot e small and badly equipped Irish Industries to Germany  because of specious promises re
er countries, but lower wages and tariffs raising prices houses” etc.
purchasing power of the' workers and so the * Further, the abstens

their own ends. :

cheaper production and economy in the aHairs
noluding the Municipal and other. local bodies.
ure had forced many workers into the Free State
most of them were demobilised thus adding to -

% workers
Publin and ¢

o the coun

M0 reduced
10ds defeat

through the Dawes  plan, will not change in amount, whilst no organisati
those which Jtaly. has to pay to the United States will steadily hasis.gAttungtn

The question as to how the Malian finances will stand the organisation to take
war debts in later years, is answered by the be at least 60,000 to

: whom only about 1 in
depend on charitable organisa

tions.

—

By G. Mc. Lay.

membership of

The dissension and chaos fhat led to the break up of the WOrkers of lIrelind. A ;
P. 1. has been general, both faomicany and industrially, in the SCting up of the Workers’ Union of
bour movement in Ireland for the last 3 years. This is the SinCe if concentrated within the I. T. a
hatural outcome of the National Split and Struggle. Consider °7C€ again made that union the driving force in the I
hat the workers who formed the bulk of the Free State forces on ~ MoVement and have prevented
pue side in the armed struggle and of the Republicans on the the workers have suffered.
plher, are the same workers who make up the trade-unions, a1.d .
once the fundamental reason for the divisions in the ranks instead of fighting the employ
f the labour movement is apparent... this is the real cause heads and sowing seeds of rank
y from the Irish Transport and General Workers
up the Workers’ Union of Ireland. This has greatly class struggle, the I. T. an
ggravated the discord but js not the.first cause of same as Viding organisation, used
have benefitted by the Workers’ Union of Ireland.
general and the splitting of the largest Trade Union  Workers lockout, the 1. T
0 Ireland in particutar, -will be seen later. . :
In Irish revolutionary history, the setting up of the Free union, the W. U. I,
pate will be recorded as'the betrayal of the National Struggle Some of the scabs a
by the larger capitalists, estate and ranch owners, and large Wages. Beaten and without lockout pay these had little or no
rmers on their obtaining a certain amount of Economic Free. Option but to accept.

y this had been done by force of arms, the a ’ On the political side, the only apology for a labour move-
ment is the Irish Labour Party. But for an occasional feeble
protest by the 14 or so members in An Dail its existence would
scacely be known. Enmeshed by supporting the Free State to
played the part of the mongrel cur,
e than give a feeble yelp,

\

Under. guise of doing somethin

for the unem
Government has set ek X

a up on a small scale relief wprk
Labour in Ireland. mostly meant getting necessary work do:e,r o

at wages much lower than the trade un
) ) instance of this is the
At present there is not a Communist Party in Ireland or electric power for the
low wages offered the
Formed in November, 1921, shortly before the signing of the resistance of the wo
he Treaty, the Communist Party of Irland was only about Cause the unemployed ex-soldiers (National Army)
8 months in existence when the Civil War broke out: Born in Dby the government ocontractors as scabs for th
the luil of the Truce, the Party was very soon cradled in the
ap of armed revolt by at once deciding to take up arms with ©n the job itself. One more in the lo
hose remaining true to the Republican cause, thus fulfilling the the Irish Workers during the last 3
revolutionary meed of helping on the struggle for National %ree- Increased oo.

dom in order to. weaken oroes of Imperialism—Great Britain. raising of the ba
The stress of the struggle proved a great strain on the cultural exports to the impoverished Britis
ources of such a ﬂ}i’g:]?g‘t orgamsatmmD‘lmp:tus%medntg, iﬁids agriculutral workers share in the unem
i it cult 10 _carry on. Despite the difficulties on wages and the general mi

of “illegality”, the “Worker’s Republic”, the Part Organ, except lot of %l?e workers. £ niserable ¢
or the first 2 weeks of the fighting, was published every week,
and a very considerable propaganda carried on amongst thé than carrying on the Ti
Republican Forces urging the adoption of an Economic Pro- been in doubt the lesson
gramme, suited to the needs of the Town workers and Peasants
of Ireland. The efforts in this direction failed with the leaders No one doubts the
put had good results among the rank and file of the Republi- responsible for the breakawa

General Workers Union. Wh
need was to re-unite the poli

ed

Shannon scheme, whi
whole of the Free Sta
scheme has been boyootted. Here also
rkers has broken down,

ships with materia] for the scheme in Limeri
ng sequence of

that the place to fi

The Irish Trans

Instead, false issues hav

years to get over. From bein

under police protection. A

be set up it has ever since
kidked for its pains and unable to do mor

The Republican Party,

ioist policy of
Very § ; T. Ds. (Member of Dail Ei
Mo Y lew of the unemployed in the Free State get any un- and soon -a further split
benetit or the “dole” as it is called. The exact cans will take place,

'S of the unemployed are not known, they have little or going info An Dail. As there are quite a number of the T. Ds.

70,000 unemployed in the Free State of
Yy 12 gets the “dole”. They have to
tions and their friends and rela-

rincipally be-
ve been used
e unloading of
ck Harbour and
defeats for

wpetition from Denmark and Sweden and the
n on Canadian cattle has greatly reduced agri-
h market and so the
ployment and onslaugats

onditions of life now the

If ever the fallacy of splitting the existing unions, rather
ght against the reactionaries within, has
of Ireland should once and for all prove
ght reaction is inside the existing unious.
s and good intentfons of those
y from the Irish Transport and
en the split took place the great
tically divided workers by forcing
on the industrial field to ‘meet the

port and General Worker's Union had a
100,000, roughly 1/3 of the organised
the energy spent on the
Ireland and its activities
nd G. W. U., would have
rish Labour
at least some of the defeats that

e been raised and the workers,
have been splitting each others
and file hatred that will take
g a powerful weapon in the working
d G. W. U. has become a scab pro-
by the bosses to beat the new .union-
In the latest instance, the coal
U. provided scabs working
s soon as the resistance of the mens’
had been broken the employers began sacking
nd taking back their old workers at reduced

although having 47 members of An
n their seats) is fast losing ground.

“plenty of employment”, “better

the Republican
Bireaun) has proved a failure,
in the ranks of the Republi-
ostensibly round this question of

the
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such as road making,
lon rates. The latest
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. ; in the profession of the British Laboy. i
i L ' i i i ting up of than demagogic o of the. Swarajists le leading ultimately to social revoluti inevitable histori _ fs e :
PR R - left wing: Republicans, standing for the setting v very moderate demands ; JSLS, they the class struggle ng ultimately to social revolution, but inevitable historical development when, during his t : i
| ih e :h%oal:m’ Republic, the split, if it comes, ahho.“gl';ik'élo‘""?)"lg Wm:mm&é have logically kept at least the status quy only a maladjustment of the relation between Labour and ca- be said: “labour in India should be carefu nft ?(;l raill;/ l:::;llf
| 1A ‘il the of going into An Dail, is more Ynn : in India intact during his office, in waiting for the more favo,. pital destined to disappear by a series of “reforms”, is the with Communism, though it might be proclaimed that jt was
i (1T in- reality for and against ﬁﬂﬁl_a X ""X““?‘Jgr 1; ay:':?ﬁ ;:ble ity a tfenure of power. The actual poly substantially exact definition of the British Labour Party. And  bound in its turn to domineer over the world”,
:i VR g the movement on a orkers equlq h:l&bee';y arn,anged for  followed by the MacDonald Ministry with regand totlndsa:t eon:\l,)w such a Party 'mta un‘tel;able _asl. a proletarian Party‘ in The political party of Indian labour cannot then be of e
L1 uestions of policy, a special Ard Feis has be followed by any Labour Ministry, whether or not i Hiey. the post-war cnrqmn? nces oh capitalist development. To such type represented by the British Labour Party. Indian labour has
\ ';i arch. : . Industrial field, office with power. . a Party ar;tfi fto its Leangers. 1_? te.tt»dency. ¢l)f British m&t?] to {5 organise itself into a mass party of workers and eRanty
The iailure of the ultra leftist policy on the Industr ; But the job of the Labour MPs. was a different one. [ absent 1tsell “Irom London, ‘with its socia sequences both in party, which, while carrying on the day-today fight against
HI Y the extreme weakness of the official o P ?’;t agﬁd ]‘?ﬁe they rtcl:ured India it was not only with the purhlzodsefof tthhonvmﬁgng En%imt)d "";d ;ﬁ?.f&f’? tﬁgt B"r‘i?tai:h an g"ﬁ";mﬂ gf [th& f,'et’d f"f the capitalist and the landlord, will adapt itseN more and more s ;
U . of a fightin icy of all of the unions forming it, rajists that domimion status is to be or the asking S revolutionary o6 O°, 1 an lan proletariat, for ., lustrument for the revolutionary overthrow of imperialist

R - 'ghnt tfgﬂfl?el to ﬂdoff an economic programle,s:l{vmrts‘f y ?rl:ms‘:}fgabﬁ?ish Labour Party “in power”: What they wanie the desmfw“‘"'}’] of mLperﬁtihsmf. tll: meax}s to them an extension of domination and class exploitaﬁonry The reformist illul;ieo:la l;f §
i the time opportune for the formation of the ma was to take a hand eventually in the political organisation of the field for the application of their reformist tactics. “‘constitutional” advance will have no place in its tactics. But i
! ; Party of Ireland. a3 ion of the India Labour. It sounds quite harmless and inoffensive, almoy; The India of the plantation coolie and the agricultural  its tactics will take due note of the actual socio-economic structure
('l And soon it is expected to have a strong virile sectiorr o laudable. It was indeed as such that they presented their sudde labourer could very wel be left out of th
i Communist International in Ireland. preoccupation with the internal situation developing in India,

e operation of their of India, from which it will be its task t
“reformism”. But the India of the industrial proletariat is a

elements of revolt there may be, and lead them to the inevitable
different matter. It introduces a terrible disequilibrium fn the cla

(;
g clash against imperialism. The national bourgeoisie of India i d j
economy of the re, it opens up new revolutionary possibili- have abdicated the leadership of the struggle for political liber. }

ties. Now a revolution is the last thing that Mr. Mosley and tion. They have (ﬁiven up the fight against imperialism for im-
Major Graham Pole .and their colleagues at home care for. Perious reasons of class-interest, and are now ready for “respon-
They would do angﬁ}.:":ﬁ’ call the British Empire a Common. sive co-operation” with it. But the economic processes of im-
wealth or a Federati “free nations”, but they will not accept E&)J-ah?m not only create an industrial proletariat out of the
the possibility of revolution overthrowing the” Empire. Hence

L urminmsses of India, but also perpetually pauperise the
the call for a political organisation of Indian labour on the model middle classes. It is the historical role of the revolutionary po-
of the British Labour Party. As in England “so in India, they  litical party of the Indian proletariat to lead all these forces to
will attempt the tutoring of the working classes to a belief in a the battle for freedom. A Labour Party on the British mod-|
system of compromises and palliatives. The raising of wages  will not be such a party of the Indian proletariat.
and the shortening of working hours, beyond which the pro-
gramme of the British Labour Party hardly ever goes, except
momentary lapses into schemes for nationalising this or that

industry — will became ends in themselves instead of means ECONOM'CS i
fo the larger struggle against the whole system of exploitation.

Organised I‘ndianuiabour. demanding higher wages and a better
stagd.ard of life, will have the tende%cy of neutralising the effect, WOR' 1d Economics at the End of |925’
on industrial conditions in England, of the export of British By Eugen Varga.
capital to«India. Thus b meeting the legitimate and initial
demands of a growin, ‘imzlstrial proletariat in India, an Indian Retrospect and Prospects.
Labour Party inspir by British chia'LD_emocracy_w_iH tend to Owing to the lack of sufficient statistical data, it is impos-
stave off the day of the final reckoning with Imperialism. sible at the present moment to make a complete survey of the
But such a political party cannot and does not meet the economic situation in 1925, We are however none the less of
lundamental demands of a colonial proletariat striving for the opinion that it js extremely necessary to trace the course
emancipation. Thg raising of wages, the shortening of working of last year’s economics, if only in rough outlines, in order io
hours, the securing of r housing conditions — all {hesa gain an idea of the probable economic developments of the
d much more in the daily life of the workers are indeed  coming year.
parts of the fight of the proletariat against its exploiters. But
ey are not the whole fight; and much of these can be had  must put the question: Has the stabilisation of capitalism recorded
by the purely industrial organisation of the proletariat in trade by the Enlarged Executive of the Communist International made
lnions, of course seconded by a proletarjan political Party. A further Pprogress in 1925, or has it not? I other words: have
political party, by its definition, fights on the political plane, the events of 1925 furnished any foundation for the assumption
hich mea, it fights, puts itself in opposition to, the State —  that the stabilisation is a progressive process the full develop-
h Statp as the reposttory of the power of the exploiting and  ment of which will approach pre-war conditions ? 8
mmating class. A fight against the State is in the last analysis Before the war capitalism was characterised by a generally b
light for the seizure of political power. And the fight for upward tendency. The forward movement was cyclic m form: i
political power is the revoluti arlv encounter of opposing social  crises and booms alternated with a certain regularity. But if i
orces. The revolutionary marshalling of the forces of the ex- we compare each of these crises and booms with the ones im- i 8
aited millions is not in the programme of the British Labour mediately preceding them, we find that in every case there was H
arty. We know that its highest revolutionary” achievement up invariably an increase of production, an expansion of the sphere
¥ now hag been the capture of “office” and not “power”, that of capitalist economics, a more definite accentuation of the factors
00 Wlth.the silent sanction of the Bourgeoisie. An Indian Labour characteristic of capitalism. This applies alike to the period of il
arty with the same Programme will not even achieve office by free capitalism and to the period of imperialism, fi
by long chance. That we are on the eve of a revolutionary If we take a survey of economic development during the 'r
poounter in India, as in all other colonial countries, is beyond past year, we find an entire lack of uniformity. In the Uhited :
Suon; it is further proved by the VEry appearance of re-  States, in the other countries of America, and in the English i
TSI on - the scene, because reformism in its essence is settlement colonies, capitalism is plainly on the up-grade. The ;
“imer-revolutionary, and a counter-revolutionary tendency can  same is to be recorded — independent of these other countries i 1
8CAlly appear only when the revolutionary tendency has clearly  for the Soviet Union. The economic progress of Asia is hampered i
“aned itself, The revolutionary tendency defined ifself as early by the widerspread revolutionary fermentation, by colonial and i I
1921 when the Indian workers with their sure proletarian ivi ; 7 the conditions are more difficult to judge & i
unct brought the non-co-operation movement to its logical , varying degrees of economic prosperity being o
ision with the State by burning down at Chauri<Chaure the observed in the vario

' ; himself the mog
} S It was Major Graham Pole who took se
i | ' i, S8 e o ssereting  peconsest e e
i isation of Labour in India. the British Labour Party a o s m lndy
! Political Organisation te gronised gresunably on behal of his Purty to send ]
» it . : ¥ ) to in e 5
. By G. A. K. Luhani. ganisers from .E“vg]ﬂ“d_m‘d " ide for an ap
! . : In his further anxiety to prov 3
i It is a welcome sign of the times that, in the aftefnmth Party ftor i‘ljr::;ﬁ. "for ‘such a Party, he even_suggested i
; ‘ sscomposition of the nationatat revolibonary Farfies, & ? sriaatlon | ia of a branch of the Fabian Society; so thst
,: . :ith'gethan academic interest is -being taken in the gxhtilcal org‘im- i:rmn?:;a 1rn fmm'e thénpmlderous coparioian of the dSociali "
ation of labour in ladi i timony to the slow under- - § : ebb hilip Snowden iy
’ mnz‘f l]>y rtlllll;: Tﬁﬁﬁnﬁu’fﬁufﬁ of tlt)l"ne fact .thaI .lalt:o]udg Eg;:smoo?u’ga nc;,i lﬁdfsﬂg: vﬁl& mgm‘:)nfs sl:plixlure,ness o Swa]ra
! ' i § workers and peasants, hol ’ 1 4
gy Mg d macter key to_the soufion of the. probldm of ism and Gwerafis labourism. e o e e ]
| ;r']’d:‘t"; freed&me Adile_the Suocebiile, sibcies. of Gandhis;r;d b B isls‘i-;: t%: ? tﬁ;g nd e: ‘Yri;glilagn (niglony since the war,
! : e g il igh time that the fact is recogni Y the Briti etr and the . o g
5 ?h:a:xm:;alzmmwg.hm ;lel:ms, ?t is as yet too early 10 that one finds the “categorical i ative” of the economic |
!

. iti of its officill
; i ion, even in the case of  which has pushed the British ur Party out -
P e frofm mofm :oceedum from the unconscious isolation from ,the problems of Indian ‘habn‘:iurt'o tf"rehewocr!;l
bt of wlgan. ?resuf or class-affiliation. conacious British' proletariat, exten-d.l;}g faﬂ's n z:NOI']ad unity for the

- cemnbewm T bortive attempt in the beginning of last of India, is indeed an examplf ‘};&"’ ¢ l;r“uét‘ the  classcomsd
; year \Y’; r]"la uip;fe'd:i l;md Jess Somaen llLan_d tJ OISII;; gqrg:gnprgﬁ]grmatga\;noi‘kinz‘ pf$ th(;n'mvolufionary overthrow of
‘ ; " Parly | ia. Si la La ) g . Brif led by
. " toform 4 Labour P myb:,%r;'waﬁt?xfgewnmmen}s% the" Hindu * capitaliswn s One TR gt e Reeaty ;‘t‘?{‘ér"é"af & constiiod
' She puiEe Jen o :nd Ln{:gmoentl entered the Legislative Messrs. Ramsay MadDonald, ’I‘}&m:s ‘3( the Me,tmpOle is quife

‘ Sanwnbghat{a-n mwnmanenL of the eminently capitalist Independent of the imrperialist political sy &

ns r do the otherh appear to have taken any further another. g S ten in its, economic aspect haf
; group. Nor the attempt -at giving a political form to the Now, this imperialist system in its, eo of caw materis
i acTesng (o onsclogness o 2 workes o and Joohi, a ST ot o it primitye s Efm function of pre-wf
‘ : i P, d Joshi, a o the Metropole has been the : : ok

Chaman remains a pillar of the Swaraj Party e:n e, But . ali it is not so now. The classic relation of India:
i g b ol Bl eyt dassR?ecr:ng there ‘E“Peﬁfdslg’ a reservoir of raw materials and a market for i
other attempts have been made here and there.th e S); waiist dgsf‘trial roducts has ceased. India emerged from. the shok
has come into exnstsence qnp:hney’??:l%e o:g;lhﬁv 3; e oflits g w;} as a couniry on the way to rapid qndxgnb‘zhgzg
pOSmona ll:d Lailzour ‘"szhe Plough). We do not know wlr;o though that inﬁﬁsumsatmn is mpﬂf 1;:-&?;;:;1;1% forgclx o
own « Party nor do we know what itS  rather as an i L preparauon 0pd

form the rank a&dt mmetgier’;arlti{ical parties in India, whose than as manufacture of raw materials on tg:tspot.lm%lg tf};i

' programe i ¢ ent extend beyond their leaders, and which s only a step to the other. The home-rylarb,e_ in repared by
i membership doa;te?xo rogramme to call their own). But the ahsorption of indigenous manuf.:actglre% is _llﬂ‘gﬁlP. estss o£3
1 . Lt S significant. P o e Pl Wiklle Re iy pushel
{ B~ . W.del f India in Bombay a Socialist Party intehsive industrialism, namely,the'lg)n ‘ltlilesm'l'gélrprépunngdcmﬁ
1 oty _othe; y m(; time for a foothold, if indeed it has forward by a system of gefnerou:.- lnmthat of finance from
i hg? tm?- :;ryf':il.llge s(:;psgrto oblivion by this time. In the indus;tr;ia(} rBOI%'J?I ﬂﬁgé t:l;%fg ml‘lmt;grn; lgln"al;g]on?es thus more and m

" sali hat belate ritish . | L Do

g rovince of Bombay, Socialism would be a somew synonymous with “export of capital”. ,
Fower ot lower very racy of te s { the near  The effect of this export of capital will be enormous in |
Apart from these efforts, the proletarian party of the near f England; it will be revolutionary in tby
futurepasi) much in the mind of the Indian “‘LA%OQ{, ll‘_ea-d?j':l"- g}“‘]r,,";;g ﬁ"ﬁ?} c(a)lse hnegre is a great change in the ‘Pro&;;ﬁ?ss
', € mo * . . . i i q
- g ! SM£ asrzn‘l;)lfedbqﬂ; Ea:;tuym(;]erﬂ:; r;;lnl':sentatives exploitation of labour in England iango‘mﬂm gmt:seeslm;ir Indi
S dtreme ae ng who' visited India recently. Of this British capital. The unorganised ind %rialisatioﬂ will m
. of the British Labour a';fy ‘Labour M.P. was the pioneer; he' thrown in the maelstrom of lqtensw‘eﬂ lta l}st - lEng-lz’md in i
i was followsd by GirahamPole- and Dr, Rutheriord, They did be sed io keep the lpduetrial prole “slaves. The transiorn
f Tt 50, Wil ap afiical mtasisls o lhe Fbionr Pasty, et poper Ry materiass s, el wrogucts wil
| L g0 it an dma' s a “moral” one. Their efforts in tion of India’s raw materials into f in factories of Engh
{ mandate may be eecr;bed aEn land by utterances of Colonel be increasingly done in India, msffe&do(i’ England will be suscd
; India were mh“f.e‘.’,( m(')', theg MacDonald Cabinet, by resolu- Not the entire industrial prod:gt'non sgfroe of . raw materi®
! b 5 vy El:((; .?).s;r Conference and the Independent Labour tible to this change, because Indlgd?-:vfs i Particular areh
tions of the Labour ijeg of British Social-Democracy in India is one of several which Elllg‘la Bty o Lmshire and Dun
‘ . il Ay o S, of e o sy o e .o s of ol ey Eonc e
| MacDomald Misisky. They sevec ip the sisle, bat a;?ice : In consequence ‘of \ this, it becomes impgssible for '30%

i iti : s ' : : 4 ship
curious apology that the British Labour Party v;ﬁ:d"}dm t he politicians in England, to retain their continued Jeaderd P ek
D T, e N N e ke e B proletariat, more and more subject to the ‘expo
was going to keep British Imperialism intact w ev‘t:lr sat:l‘éﬁo“ contradictions of capitalism. A political Party of the o
qngdwtl!gel itr‘:fea':l‘:y[::‘sm gztnsg:lti‘roém inance am.i l?h&é%wgnﬁhing else which sees in the process of exploitation not the shary :

-

d us countries. Whilst in England the economic
"¢ station, the symbol of the power of the State. The Chinese crisjs continued until the autumn, then giving place to a certain
xS With an equal sureness of instinct showed in Shanghai  degree of improvement, Germany furnishes an exactly opposite
" Jear that the interval s very short indeed between the picture: a fair degree of ecomomic prosperity until the autumn,
Frearance of ic grievance and the gravitation of the followed by an acute economic crisis almost as extensive as that
863 towands a revo ionary encounter with the forces of of the autump of 1923. Stagnation or crisis prevails in the other
ossion and exploitation, Twenty years ago in St, Petersburg, countries of Central and Eastern Europe. whilst on the other
"¢ the Tgar'g Wwinter-palace, the Russian workers on strike hand the two countries now passing, through an inflation: France
oo OWn the same instinct, when they had presented a political and Italy, are enjoying fairly good economic conditions. If we
he amme, and thug staged what Lenin called “the full-dress compare the economic conditions of England and Geérmany, the
sl of the revolution of 1017”. Major Grahami Pole was

. two largest’ European industrial countries, we again receive the
'€ a futile warning against the overwhelming process of an  impression which events have given several times during the

hv
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last few years, the impression that the economic improvement
of one country causally coincides with the decline of economic
prosperity in the other. )
Going further into detail, it may be observed that in
Europe in .General, with the exception of a few countries, there
is fo be seen a further reorganisation of the mechanism of
circulation. The most important achievements in this line are
the actual restoration of the gold standard in England, Holland,
and” some of the smaller countries, the restoration of the iree
circulation of capital throughout the entire area of capitalism
(raising of the embargo on foreign loans in England), and
with this an extensive inflow of American and English capital to
almost all Furopean countries. The consolidation of a con-
siderable portion of the inter-allied war debts (Italy, Belgwm),
mdy also be mentioned in this connection. Exceptions, and very
considerable ones, are to be found in the extreme depreciation of
the French franc, which sank during the yéar by about a third
of its value, as compared with the beginning of 1924, and in the
depreciation of the Polish currency established on a gold basis
two years ago. This is the first time that one of the freshly stabi-
lised European currencies has again fallen a victim to de-
preciation. But despite these exceptions, there is on the whole
a decided advance in the reorganisation of the circulating me-
chanism of Europe to be mecorded. .
But if we are to form a judgment on the actual economic
situation, if we are to answer the question whether stabilisation
is making progress or not, we must consider events not in the
sphere of circulation, but in the sphere of production. Here it
must be remembered, first of all, that the crops in Europe have
been extraordinarily this year, and that this — all other things
being equal — is a leading factor towards the improvement of
economic conditions. The following table shows the production
of the most important goods, classified under world production
and Europe’s production in comparison with 1924'):
World production

Production of the most Europe's production

important goods 1024 1925 1913 1924 1925
Wheat?) . .. . . million tons 83,7 89,8 3‘1.!" 28,4 372
Rye®) . . ... .. " » 18,5 25,0 25,1¢€ 16,1 23,2
Barley?) . . . . .. » . 230 26,6 15,48) 11,7 13,9
Oats?), . .. ... . " 52,5 55,1 28,2¢ 2,2 24,2
Maize?) . . . . .. - w 71,6 92,2 15,1¢ 11,0 12,2
Potatoes?) . . . . & 5 120,8 125,7 113,86 105,8 114,2 .
CoaM)s » o « » v » . . 1033 1025 568 525 5) 508 5)
Petroleum . . . . . barrels 1013,1 1018,9 —_ —
Iron . ...... " Ttons 664 752 368 3,26; 31,26)
Steel . .. ... R . 71,3 888 34 30,5%) 33,29
Copper . . . . .. 1000 . 1514 1580 - - —_
Cotton . . . . .. million dc 42 7) 52,8¢) - — —
Rubber . . . . . . 1000 o 391 504 - 301 504

The figures showing the output of coal, iron, and steel give
the best indication of the economic situation. In Europe the
outpout of coal was somewhat less than in the previous year,
but on the other hand the production of iron and steel has
been considerably more — in round figures 10% — than in 1924.
From this we may oondude that there has been an certain increase
in the output of the finished goods industries, although we have
no useful data as to this.

The whole aspect of the situation changes, however, when
we regard it from the standpoint of the working class. We see
that the total number of unemployed in Europe, in all countrics
where official un yment statistics are issued, was greater
throughout the whole of 1925 than in 1924. (We must emphasise
that the appended figures can only be applied fo the proportional
estimate of unemployment, not to its absolute extent. The absolute
number of unemployed is always considerably greater than the

1) The data for 1925 are not final. In the case of iron steel,
coal, elc., the figures have been estimated from the available pro-
duction of the first ten to eleven months. They are however
sufficiently accurate for the purpose of a rough comparnison. They
have been taken for the most part from the monthly supple-
ments of the “Economist”.

?) Without the Soviet Union. *) 20 countries of Europe,
United States, and Canada. *) Only the most important producing
countries. ) For ocoal: Belgium, France, England, Holland,
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland. For iron and steel: Belgium,

France, England, Germany, Poland, Luxemburg, Sweden.
%) 1909/13. 7) 1923/24. ®) 1024/25.

°) Belgium, Great Britain, Sweden, Norway, Denmark,
Holland, Italy, Switzerland, Czechoslow{akla, Poland, Austria,
* Hungary, Germany, Latvia, Esthonia, Finland.

number of those in receipt of unemployment benefit and regist.

red in the official statistics. The total number of unemployed jy
Europe is more likely to have been over than under 5 million at th,

end of the year.)

UnemploymentinEurope’).

1024 1925
June . 1,919,300 2,068,300
November . 2,419,100 2,151,800
December . 2,254,800 3,022,700 (wmum,

The increase of unemployment is not necessarily inconsistey
with an increase of production, since it need not be emphisisyq
that technical advance and longer working hours enable (b
output to be increased and the number of workers reduced o
the same time. In the Ruhr area, for instance, it has prove
possible to reduce the number of miners employed by 72,000 g
about 18%, and yet to maitain production at the old level.

To sum up in Europe production and unemployment haye
increased simultaneously. Belore arriving at a judgment on this
phenomenon, we must however first take two very importat
points into consideration- ,

1. The above described improvement in the mechanism o
circulation, which has doubtless contributed to the improvemnen
of production, has been rendered possible to a great exteg
by the aid lent to European capitalism by American capitalism
The transition to the gold standard in England and the stahi
lisation of the currency in Belgium have been brought abou
by the American credits granted to these countries. German and
Italian economics have also been aided by large credits fron
America'®). It need not be said that this American aid is nof
given for nothing, despite the humanitarian phrases we he
so much of (for instance in Coolidge's speech''). The more
American capital comes to Europe, the greater the dependeno
of European capital on America, and the greater. the s
falling to America of the surplus value expropriated in Europ
We sﬁall deal with this point in more detail further on.

2. The fact that production in Europe was greater in 192§
than in 1924 is no proof that the stabilisation was a progr
sive process. It is fundamentally wrong to compare the pro
duction figures of one year with those of another without taking
into account the phase of economic frospenty represented bf
these years, The comparison can only be correct when bof
years ge]ong to the same economic phase. It is, however, one ¢
the most characteristic phenomena of the present period o
capitalist decay that it is impossible to trace any uniform tres
in the economic situation. We do not know whether the ye
1925 represents an nomic boom in Europe, corresponding
the economic situation in America. If this is the case, and 192
represents a period of economic prosperity for Europe runnig
parallel with that in America, that is, if we are to assume
European economics are condemmed to share ‘in the econo
crisis which is bound to be the next and not very distant pha
in America, then we should have to place a very low estin
on the increase of production observable in 1925. Production
still below the pre-war level, and should a phase of crisis ini
vene it would inevitably reduce production to far below
level of the last pre-war crisis. The uncertainty as to econon
developments in FEurope forces us to be exceedingly cautio
in forming a judgment on the actual significance of the incres

1) On the other hand, the improvement in English hel
industries is greatly due to the strike of the anthracite ™
miners in America, which has been going on for almost$
months.

1) “It was America’s aid that saved the world from @
lapse after the armistice. It was our credits and our food Wik
rescued the world. When Austria decided to put its hous
financial onder, it was we who raised a part of the capital; ¥
Germany became anxious to Suild up sound economtics, it
we who contributed a large share of the gold loan. Wifl
this aid the reparation plan would have been a failure
Germany would otherwise have been incapable of making P
ments... thus, if we put aside everything which has ™
promised, there has been mothing during the last five J°
which can by compared with America’s help towards the 1®
ration of the financial stability of the world. It must be
clear that this represents a mew era.” (Coolidges §

ported in ,Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung®, 20. November 193
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i prodution in Europe in 1925, Some ‘years elapse before it will
e possible to make a retrospect and draw a fimal conclusion
egarding the significance of 1924/25 as. part of the collective
hevelopment of European capitalism!

The Decline of Europe: a Consequence oi Structural Changes
world Capitalism,

Some years ago we drew attention to the fact?) that the
ute crisis of 1919/21 — if not ended by a proletarian revo-
tion — would not lead to an automatic “callapse” of capitalism,

ince there are in capitalism not only immanent tendencies to-
ards the establishment of a new economic equilibrium, but at
e same time conscious economic political endeavours towards
his end. The “stabilisation” of capitalism is an actual success
ained by these tendencies, the attempts at seizing power by
e proletariat having failed. (Stabilisation does not necessarily
ean the absence of contradictions, but merely that these con-
radictions do not increase to an ‘“acutely revolutionary situa-
0[1-") y

The crisis in European capitalism which has now existed

ix years, in various forms of varying acuteness, but still con-
inuing to be a crisis, permits us to raise the question as to

ether, in spite of the stabilisation, the alterations which have
bken place in the whole structure of the world capitalism are
ot of such a nature that a restoration of European capitalism
p the “normal” condition of an upward-moving capitalism has
of become impossible. In order to make our theses clear, we
efer to our earlier definitions:

What we have called immanent tendencies is that totality of
e actions of individual economic factors made for the purpose
increasing of their profits. Such actions bear within them —

nknown to those carrying them out, and of no interest to them
known — the tendency towards the overcoming of those dis-
roportions in world economics which are causing the crisis.
or instance, there is a shortagé of capital in Europe, and
hus a high rate of interest; in the United States there is a
perfluity of capital, and in consequence a low rate of interest.
e European capitalist borrows capital from the American
apitalist. Each acts in his own private interest, for the enhance-
ent of his own profits. The final result — socially regarded —
b however the equilibration of the disproportion in the distri-
tion of capital. The endeavour made by every capitalist to
icrease his own individual profit creates the tendency to equi-
brate the rate of interest, and form a control regulating the
narchistic and unsystematic capitalist order of economics.

Conscious endeavours towards overcoming the crisis are the
onomic plans and actions organised by capitalist associations,
overnments, etc., aiming at directly grappling with and over-
pming the crisis. .

Immanent, tendencies and conscious endeavours can however
oly lead o the crisis being overcome when the causés of the
nsis are due to disproportionality. The whole history of capita-
i consists of a series of economic booms and crises of dis-
roportionality, and of their equilibration on a higher level, ac-
L)amgd by the simultaneous development of the germs of a
esh crisis. ‘

Structural changes, acoording to my definition, are such
langes in the social structure of capitalism as show no tendency
P revert back but are fundamental and permanent alerations in
e whole structure of capitalism: for instance the transformation

free capitalism into imperialism”.

If we regard the development of European capitalism within
" last six ears; the crisis, which — despite the partial stabi-
ation resulting from the influence of the immanent tendencies
< conscious endeavours, — continues to exist in actual fact,
unging only in form and intensity; the absence of any economic
'- Since 1919; then we cannot but arrive at the conviction
pat we are here confronted by something more than an ordinary
81, ,and that a new period of capitalism, the “period of
“dine”, as we have designated it, has begun.

Whe shall now endeavour to indicate those structural

trations in the fotal structure of the world capitalism which

M the basis of its decay'). These appear to be as follows:

L, 2 ]55505. Varga: The crisis in capitalist world economics.

'n:) See my.arﬁcle: Ways and obstacles fo the world revo-
.(.ommvunf:st International 1925. No. 12.

1. Western Europe’s loss of its dominatin ition t
industrial workshop of the world. Here two gfofﬁfs shonflsd ‘l:
differentiated:

a) Since the war the international division of labour has
been replaced by a rapid industrialisation of the countries pro-
ducing raw materials. This process has been artificially pro-
moted by the State. Up-to-date war technics demand . high
degree of development for almost every branch of industry,
especially the industries working up metals and chemicals, A
country without industries is deﬁ:nceless today.

b) During the last ten years America has risen to the first
rank among industrial countries, and, supported by her enormous
home consumption, is able to produce cheaper, despite higher
wages, than  the industries of West Europe, which are only
utilising a part of their producing capacity.

. These two processes have destroyed the predominance of
Western Europe as the purveyor of industrial goods to the rest
of the world. And although the reappearance of the product of
European industry after the great war pressed heavily
upon the newly arisen industries of the agrarian countries, still
the economic political measures which have been taken to pro-
tect industry are much too strong to permit of any abandonment
of this process of industrialisation. Nor will the United States
cease to develop imo an industrial export country of decisive
importance. _

In order to grasp the full significance of these factors for
European capitalism, the qualitative side of the question should
be thoroughly gone into. The ratio between the industrial goods
exported from industrial Western Europe (England, France,
Belgium. Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia) before the war and
those exported in 1925 should be calculated, with special re-
ference to:

a) total quantity and tofal value;

b) in proportion to the industrial working class;

c) in proportion to the existing productive apparatus;

d) in proportion to the home consumption, etc.

This, unfortunately, is such an extensive task that it can
only be undertaken by a scientific institution with any prospect
of success.

2. The diminuition of colonial super-profits. The revolu-
tionary ferment among all the Asiatic (and North African) colo-
nial les; the fierce colonial wars in Morocco, Syria, and
Egypt; the emancipation already attained by Turkey and being
striven for by China and other semi-colonies; all this is depri-
ving the European imperialist colonial powers of one of the
foundations of their existence. There is no likelihood whatever
that this process of emancipation will be reversed in the future.

3. The transformation of Europe from a continent expor-
ting capital into one importing capital. This process signifies
an essential structural alteration in world capitalism. The bpur-
geoisie of Europe is no longer receiving the surplus value produ-
ced in other parts of the world, but is obliged to cede to Ame-
rica a part of the surplus value produced by the Erropean
proletariat. This applies especially to Continental Europe. Fng-
land stil possesses much capital abroad, and has again expor-
ted a great deal of capital during the last few months; but the
English national economists are already calculating that the
adverse ioreign trade balance is not being covered by the ,invi-
sible exports®, and that England is encroaching on her for-
eign investments'?).

The result of these three fundamental and permanent altera-
tions is that it is no longer possible for the European bour-
geoisie, by throwing crumbs of its profits te certain workers,
to create a workers’ aristocracy interested in the maintenance of
the capitalist order of society! This is to be most plainly obser-
ved in England, the classical country of the ,bourgeois working
class”, as Engels expressed it. Baldwin may talk as persuasively
as he likes to the capitalists and workers, in order to induce
them to agree with one another; the fact remains that the eco-
nomic possibility no longer exists of maintaining the English
working class at the standard of living of a labour aristocracy.
The case is similar in-the other countries of Europe. The capi-
talists are forced to make constant attacks upon the standard
of living of the workers. This isolates the capitalists from the
proletariat, and makes the work of the social demokratic leaders,

") G. Hunter, Economist, 19. September 1925,
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these ,agents of the bourgeoisie" among the workers - as
Lenin generally designated them — increasingly difficult't),

4. The 1solation of the capitalists signilies at the same time
a phenomenon which has taken place in all countries which have
passed through an inflation: the disapparance of the small in-
vestor! This class, — participating in capitalist exploitation
without doing any work whatever — has always and everywhere
formed: the most reliable reserves of the actual capitalists. Today
this class has practically disa red in Germany, France, Bel-
ium, Austrja, Poland, etc. e inflation practically destroyed
xed interest-bearing capital of every description: war loans,
state pensions, industrial and agriculfural debentures and mort-
gages, life insurance and pension, etc. Although a certain fresh
accumulation of “savings capital” is going on at the present
time, and although a fraction has been “revalugd”, nevertheless
the importance of the pensioner class has sunk to zero in com-
parison with its position before the war, and it is very unlikely
that it will ever be able to regain even approximately 1ts former
importance! ) )

What has become of the capital of the pensioner class?
One part of it was “used up” during the war, and the remain-
der t{:rough the inflation mechanism finally found its way into
the pockets of the industrial capitalists. An inflation meeans the
extension of the process of centralisation to fixed interest-bea-
ring capital. ) o

These four structural changes involve, in our -opinion, the
decay of European mﬁim'ism. Unless economic forces reaily
capable of reversing these structural changes can be shown
»acgnlly to exist, all prophesies regarding a fresh revival of
European capitalism are merely idle predictions, counter-revp-
lutionary apologetics.

The Actual Form Taken by the Process of Decay.

The contradiction between productive powers and possibilities
of utilisation.

The decay of European capitalism is shown in the constant
contradiction between flf: producing and utilising possibilities
of industry; in the more or less permanent difficul iin finding
markets; and in chronic extensive unemployment. This appears
to be contradicted by the fact that the output of those indu-
stries which publish statistics of production (coal, iron, steel,
ship-building) almost reached the 1913 level in 1925. It must,
however, be taken into account that during the last twelve years
the industrial productive apparatus has peen greatly extended,
and that the population has meanwhile increased.

This extension of the industrial productive apparatus began
during the war, when all the belligerent countries were forced
fo build up a great armament indusiry, which was converted into
a peace industry after the close of the war. The extension con-
tinued after the war, for the industrial capitalists invested their
gains in real values, that is, they extended and perfected their
industrial producing plant. L

This fact would appear to be a flat contradiction of our
standpoint that there was no accumulation during the inflation
period. This contradiction is however only apparent! A very
extensive concenfration took place; that is, there was a great
accumulation of capital in the hands of the big industrial bour-
geoisie, but this was not an accumulation of a part of the sur-
plus value produced in big industry itself, but merely a con-
centration, a sucking up of the capital and wealth of the lower
middle class. The enrichment of the big industrialists during
and after the war took place at the expense of the pensioners,
officials, and workers. The enrichment of the big bourgeoisie
was accompanied by the impoverishment of all other classes
(with the exception of the agrarians and large farmers).

The extension of the industrial producing apparatus has not
not yet been made the subject of statistics. As regards France
we gnd' an extremely interesting account in the latest English
consular report!%), .

Here there arose during the war — in the place of the big
industry of the North lost througb the invasion — a new indu-
stry for munitions of war, in the interior of the country, in

') It is inferesting to note that the American capitalists are
working . deliberately for the creation and maintenance oi' a
national American labour aristocracy, by means of immigration
prohibitions, high  protective tariffs, and exploitation of other
countries. .

*) J. R. Cahill: Report on the Fconomic and Industrial
~onditions in France, 1025, |

Paris, Lyons, etc. After the conclusion of peace the industry ¢
the North was built up again on more extensive and up 1o day
lines, at the expense of the State, that is, by means of a ;
flation expropriating the lower middle class. With regard

chamber of commerce:

“The war and inflation periods led o an over.jp4
strialisation with no corresponding possibility of
sation. We shall not be for wrong if we estimate the aver
productive capacity of induslr{ at the present time at |y
of the prewar capacity, whilst the absorbing powers il

, the mnrﬁet have sunk to about 70%.”

Fiirstenberg, business manager of the Berlin  Commer
Co., estimates the present producing capacity of German jy
stry at 40 to 50% more than before the war. The great extensj,
of industry in Italy is a well known fact. In England, (oo
producing apparatus has been enlarged, if only slightly.

As opposed to this, the sale of industrial products
diminished in comparison with the pre-war period. In the wq
market the cause of these lessened sales is the industrialisafy
of all countries producing raw materials, and the tremendo
competition offered by the United States, which is able to bety
all competitors out of the field by means of its capital export i
the form of goods exports, that is, by means of long term credj
or participation in undertakings receiving the goods. In
home markets the sale of industrial finished goods has bey
greatly diminished by the improverishment of all classes o
side of big capital itself: disapparance of the pensioners, ly
wages of the workers, mass unemployment. When the sale g
industrial products stagnates, this is bound to be followed witig
a certain time by an over production of industrial means g
production'®). ) ) .

The inconsistency between Frod'uctwe and selling possibiliti
is an inevitable consequence of the above- described siruct
changes in the capitalist world economy. 1t is bound to lead fo
constant diffioulty in finding markets for goods, and to chronicas
extensive unemployment resultant on the closing down of larg
producing plant. This has been the case in ngland for
years. Tﬁe same crisis has now spread {o various parts g
Europe, and is evidenced by the crisis in the coal, ship-buildi
and nrailway equipment industries, indeed, in the whole iron i
dustry. At the end of the year we witnessed a general lack ¢
markets and enormous increase of unemployment in_ German
Austria, Hungary, and Denmark. (The Polish crisis is of
different nature.) {'—'rance and Italy, as inflation countries, have
far been spared this sort of crisis; but there is no doubt fh

after stabilisation has been accomplished these countries 3 . r
especially France — will share inpthe general difficulties ket”, ‘or, expressed in the a
finding markets for their goods. ) . ) SN
The development of German economics during the This discre
two years is especially interesting. After the stabilisation only be remov C
first crisis arose, which could be mainly attributed to the incom and afnalgamatio
division of the total capital owned by society into fixed : k .
circulating capital, leading to a shortage of circulating capit Midst of thi
Hilferding prodlaimed that after the “political obstacles had be been carried o

cleared away”, that is, after the reparation question had be manulacture by
the inflation per

The necessity of removin
more crudely i

regulated and foreign loans received, German economics woul
find themselves on the road to a boom. The acceptance of
Dawes plan followed, and the influx of foreign capital. T
induced the German capitalists to make an attempt at selt
their whole productive apparatus in motion. The dialectics
history led to the inevitable result there is ho market for the i
creased production, inner circulation was choked by unsell
goods, and a crisis of exceptional violence was the result. Ib
inflow of foreign capital removed the shortage of workif
capital, but in doing so created another crisis raphically

dencing the glaring contradiction between the capaoity &
production and the market possibilities.

em

“Sanitation Crisis” and “Rationalising of Ecomomy”. '

The common slogans of the bourgeoisie and of social democrs{]

For the individual capitalist, who invariably only sees !
surface ohthe fact, and mnot its actual meaning, the geo
way out of a crisis is the reduction of his prices.

'°) This has been véry clearly and logically worked 0“‘
Bucharin’s study on “Imperialsm” and the Accumulation 0
pital”. German: Under the Banner of Marxism, No. 2. Di
sion with Tugan Baranovsky.

fAtion of

He believes that high prices are the
1 selling, and seeks for means to reduce
sole problem: is the reduction of the
The German capitalists sy
1. Reduction of wages,
Germany we read in the latest annual report of the F rankjog d longer working

reason of stagnation
his prices'’). To him
costs' of production. '
ggest two methods:

lessened expediture for social welfare,

bt all undertakings unable to p
In the 1 n both .
diminished "participation on the
u the total value produced by societ
broduction means in realit
e same quantit
naller number o
To what extent would this pr
ifficulty in finding markets? Let
arp attack on the standard of li
e ruthless closing down of all
osts of German industri
onsiderable -degree.. Would " the
his lowered price? Certainly n
r above statements are corr
elling goods in Germany’s ho
ftributed to the reduced” purc
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isting between the size o
d the needs of the market. A
roduction by lowering wages,
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urchasing powers of the
ame time enhancing the ‘pr
he more rational running

increase of producing
ontradiction’ in

of commodities i

se products find a market . at
ot in the' home markets; for if

ect, the difficulty experienced in

would only have the effect of

ustry. It would however not
he position of Furopean

f the crisis from

g of Germany’s bourgeais econo-
ve measures be accompanied by a theses issued by
acity of Geérman industry. 'I'Yhis

word on the necessity of “adap-
the altered requirements of the
bove mentioned report of the
ranklort chamber of commerce:

ancy (betweerl market and production) can
s closing down, or restriction
superfluous under-
year industry is in the
which has already
many branches of A .
enterprise§ founded in takings is th

n ‘of unprofitable and
plants.. At the ‘close of the
rocess of transformati
ut to .a great exfent in

takings and

the disappearance of

perfluous undertakings is
n the report given by the manager

: ¢ $ starting point of a prosperity of German ec
ermat Machine Builders af’the heginning of a general improvement in the standard of

\ ox From this we see that German social dem
gs must be ruthlessly laid idle, cally entirely adopts the standpoint of the bou
politicans, and conceals from the
nalisation of “production impl
gLoymeng. It is less straig

urgeois organs:

“We must” — writes the “Koln. Zeit” —

pressed even
the Associati
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discarded, and if necessary, scrapped.”
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ol . ; : ’ f Europe. | ; a rapid decline in the membership of the’ whit i ion 1 ; 42 :

KAl come o the correct conclusion that an improvement of The Future o B ressing d e me uP ol the white unions Trade Union lines. As yet it seems to be till v 3
| Egggﬂd’s econmic position is only to be ex from a general The foundations upon which European capitalism has by, whilst the native Trade Union is making remarkable strides with the spirit of racia?iism, and its ranks areg‘;e;é';lxy tﬁngﬁ
f{ advance in international economics. The German bouyrgeoisie built up are destroyed. Neither the “ratiomhsamgq of progy, fonmrd.h &k of.Trade Unionic. ) . working class elements, even a native bishop being included in
R and German social democracy content themselves with the catch- tion”, nor world economic conferences, mor the joining of g ~ The hey 19%!0 o n;;ms‘nlll was reached in this country  them. Two tendencies make mselves felt within 1t, one which
i words of: purification and rationalisation of production. capitalist states in “United States of Europe”, mor any of, in the year 0 > When the nunierical strength of the says “Let us secure national independence first and then we

1 T . means, can restore these foundations. The fact that the Germg il movement stood at the figure of 86,000. With the collapse of  shall get our freedom”, and the other which says, “Freedom finst
‘ {8 The International Economic Conference is no Remedy. bourgéoisie proclaims the necessity of de'strc.ty'_’ the ;lmu- P,J‘(in_rm:e l?nthe Rand vhome;,iggii ;l;es rxrsulfhng chl;aos and Bnﬁttional utrl:;dependenoe will come afterwards”,

[ - i h ial democrats  fluous” means of production is of symbolic signiticance; Teng in 1 ous: our cles, Jgu opped a ,Detween the native and the white worker there is a bitter

@ d 'ﬁ"“i"iéﬂ%fé?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁi?f e e ke e, m Malian capitalism will speedily Tind themselves in the say veryh{oxfel}wﬁgmgﬂ T‘;‘dg‘:a‘tlﬁm&eﬂgd fMso its extem . racial hatred, which becomes in certain parts of the country

§.F- z:lic cr);sis ‘an important place is occupiged by the convocation of Eosiftégn; the %;gwt}}lxe b?rurgmrts l?mthqs s’;}i)_l:?ir::goiu?gng]ts i (caAﬂ E Ul ]whk:h formerly had 1 e.r‘::ber slﬁpmofmov er‘ :Jln(l)gg ngf: msé:/ as the cheap-paid native displaces the white worker

3 Y. . 2 enit ealth u Q e €X 1at 1 Iganty’ ¥ fas N - y d s 22UV 1 .
hat s e o anoune :illlteﬁlil::& I:‘ethze?::tr sc‘;lﬁl;oxrleg?“ﬁlc; ml?mies.w The European bourgeoisie is no longer in a positigfll 10w Sm"dsAaft e v;{ry 'lov\vvlto?] O:f barely 3100(‘)' The situation in In the Cape Province (formerly known as Cape Colony),
L i ;dle\? b "ﬁex ucheyur and Jouhaux t was practi-' 1o give work and bread to the workers. Mass unemployment |, the Southd rican. Mine Worl| ;l;s Union has been even worse, where a lax:ge section of the workers are coloured, this feeling
I' %:ﬁf“fejgdedaﬁ;"fﬁe {ealolord of the League of tﬁalions: Great  become a permanent state of affairs. Evolution is driving (o 4 where a drop in membership has taken place of r hly about has to a big extent been overcome. Here one Finds the Trade

€ A rr it : ;. y 000. This Union, of course, was practically k t of Uni Y i i i i
Py an ion - English  enormous intensification of the inherent antagonisms of cyp 10, : ) ) cally C out o mons admitting natives and coloured workers into their ranks
‘ Qesbin, Am: (ghe'ldadarzh:i)enciggdrtehf:? ?Lrl?ggeprt;{el:ﬁhe ggclrse- talism: to armed conflicts abroad in pursuit of markets, existence ‘:ﬁm"g the Rand revolt. Before the revolt in_question, as a consequence of the sheer driving foroe of econamic necessity.
fi delpgatehLoll;i “,'l" wav ne a conference of “private experts” revolutionary class struggles in the countries themselves. Yy Bowever, s;e \»\thl‘e round. ?ﬂout 12,0000 whiners in its ranks, In the Transval and Natal the exact opposite is the case, the
;:x;la'th es :rlg o ::ligx: {)icg:clf : conference, but that these experts are actually approaching the state described by Bucharin-gffill and yel to-day, three years after the finish of the strike, out aristocratic white worker standing aloof and refusing the native

; . n hi i ay: of 18,000 white miners in the Transvaal barel 1,000 ithi i ; ‘ ]
i were not to be regarded as representatives of their governments.  abstract theory in his above mentioned essay: the ranks of the Union. Y are within  admittance. In this part of the country of course, there is ro

. for the end of “... We have arrived at the boundary of capitalig ; ) great section of coloured workers as in the Cape Province. The
| BEhER RISl e Tt vt o o e ST LS EEE S
! The first stage is to be a preliminary conference of 35 national about the destruction of economics and a decline of § grilie cen 35,000 and 40,000. Truls® thove: oo pcts more or less as a factor which helps to bridge the gulf
- 4 ' b ] ductive forces, and when as a result the reprodudtig betw 99 O Truly been a  between white and black. In Cape Town docks however, due
S, (L w0k l;egx;:lmnghof ;(noberman social demo- g;olaibou‘ r and with this the functioning of labour has becogs "‘*'l"gghﬁugmﬁ indeed 'fm"‘_‘ '%6’000 n 1931 to hardly 40,000 to the work put in by the I. C. U. we find native and coloured
i , Despite this lailure, the rencf }f‘" bourgeoisie. continue {o impossible from a certain moment onwards, then the socyfill " ! . r}:h th !ﬁllg ‘dm incredible when taken in  on .an equal footing and both very little below the level of the
¢ crats, in conjunction with a part of the bourgeoisie, apparatus of production goes to pieces, and the barricadfilj ©niunC |onhew (t: hg:ogyi _and development of South African  white. vage rates for dock workers run as follows:

! g e oo duces the German and French social demo- arise between the classes™). . m;iausltirs)t’m“ént? l?a?tal:en lgl;g:r e§§e n fgg)numbertoi m}fu“”ﬂ White workers 6/6d per day.

; crats tga;x::?l;‘llnznigell;::sso 2nergetically for this economic con- Although ﬂlle present 'm.ilisa.tion }{n;iy “dﬁn:la{m tri:_? o:ldde\;em' ;ZW establishments ‘have cgme int (;"g’dstm ov;ﬁlst“:(g g(‘)‘"gcﬁ Tufg:‘/t: bﬁ'&? go;qcl;x;eda ;)or::rz tft;mnr;) t4/£gsto nzzep% d]?r{k he
“ ) ‘ ' ly revolutionary situation in whi e S 4 : f ; A ) al 1 '
: teren\%cgen examining into this question we, must keep in view L};e;;g;he tKeTzlegs&sl”, El{rope has undoubtedly historically reache i?ﬁ;g:%w;f&?d thtga ;;&::l):ﬁnthlmereerwze qrg:fh;w 0 factories mn%us Amlxnsﬁclose together. For this puﬂ rpose what is termeq
: the fact that the soc?al democrats invariably represent the inter-  the outermost boundary of the capitalist method of productio It 1s significant to note also ' that practically no increase Oﬁg‘aﬂisaiioui v;aso br(flfu Itnttl iﬁ:;lc::isé::e tomzinnko'thzrl:lwl?yees
i ests of “their” country, of “their” bourgeoisie, in foreign polmcls. The Soviet Union hxas ‘d:‘lllgady fmﬁf; : ped tfhllgkelboymtfkfy in the white population has taken place dur_ing those years, whilst lines similar to the Britigh Trade Union Oongl;ess. The oeﬂeg;
1 The Ger;nan. French, and Italian bourgeoisies are exgmy iorm[nofErl'largi]:ileyegmel:g o ety cfisetslm, irtterspersed wi guc:t':y bg m"jlflfgmg:eal{ ;efﬁgg ttll::xtl more isnl;gleictl W\\%rék;rsihieﬁ the ?ounci;l of t}}\lis body has been making pretty good headway so
anxious for: ‘ m ¢ eCLrT 1 lengt . . came inta it. n, one Ly t the mome ili mbershi -
the lowering of the farifi barriers in the smaller and not  brief intervals of better conditions, the number of enemploye might ask, were the fresh workers for the extra 3000 factories nz:;teﬁllm las Ot(): - It h:; hlias;tm;haﬁdmt&tji e of ".Shigdj.’f approxi
‘ Y. W Jeniec i ies. i th rt increasing with every cnisis. Aoutely revolutionary situatios red from. It is here that h lise iely  15,000. e e question including native
‘ et fully industrialised countries, in order fo secure the expo in rapid succession. The struggle for the seizure of povalll P/ ! - It is here that we at once realise that the New  unions in its ranks open at the moment, but there is every iike-
z:»r, their industries. lbeommhe etariat the final struggle with the bourgeoisie, tae 6u;:1:§tn .ut/orker; ha.ve_been procured from amongst the natives. lihood that before long it will probably take these inside also.
b) the relaxation of the monopoly possessed by the two DY I ) ing into contact with the evils of capitalist industrial life

; : i id victo . : b | There is one other body which links the Trad i
Anglo-Saxon world powers in the most important raw mate- ;gsr m"se‘mm(: :“ni ss‘}mﬂu uggledﬂ “e,l:} ::22 Sud':‘gsi edwfor ‘ mdd(seemg the white Trade Unions built up 'by the white aﬁiuateld t: the s,r A. K E. 0., b:t or?ly :;fl : m‘fn:c:]z ('ﬁ.uz
rials (cotton, jute, rugger, petroleum, zinc, copper, etc.). This is leagihy Tl)aen g then it may end with the destruction of & workers, it was only natural that the idea of organising should g called the Cape Federation of Trade Unions, and comprises
[

| ‘specialy important for Italy. luous” means of pr ion and the extermination of th ;k(f :(’LCL f?xx;it]oen% t.?.rtle lllyg'ives' Round about the end of the war we a membership of about 4,000. The S. A. A. E. O. is affiliated to

‘ . : . 4 A ng made in this direction and what is 1 i : i
.C) an agreement with the Anglo-Sax ulation of e)c‘ggrl:rl:ég “superfluous® luman beings by meuns ofib'\l;ra{l,utia?me. " lwown as the I C. U. (Industrial and Commercial Workers ,Zgri’iii?ﬁgﬁfmFgfe&?ﬂ'f fg{,fﬁff g;',i?:,if&do'? ?},: fﬂ';gm
capital, for the purpose of the joint regu atlonho t'og disease. And on this foundation it is possible th %r;)pe S Union), was inaugurated. This Union which follows the line of With regard to the breaking down of . the colour bar in {he
ques:!ons. '3"0[1"“':'3.a‘ef“‘i‘l)i‘éaag]:btssc’luhon L WIE Eeperacs o udm appendix of Amer;o; o o .4 ’ﬁtﬁ Cg‘g;f_:l'elsgf' lon:; il e one big Union type came into being at the beginning of Transval thg thin end of the ;lvgedge has been inserted into two
| Question and ol the intera ; ending classes may perish together i : il 1910 with the organising of the Dock workers in Cape T and i vi i i i
. . . ; ‘ ) : , y alrend : rga pe lown an Unions, viz, the Furniture Workers Industrial Union, and the
! The international economic conference is thus 'the pro undecided struggles, as the Communist Manifesto has alres Port Elizabeth in its ranks. At the commencement of its caresr ; i S p i
Ly as . e . tha and primitive form of capitalis - g X ‘ L K Witwatersrand Tailors Assoociation, by the inclusion of a few
gramme of the bourgeoisie of the continental European indu told us. It mught be that a new v » it Was engaged in strike action on behalf of its members and 1 d i i /i
strial states, of the second class great powers of the world, and  could then arise on the ruins of European cnvahsamoln_ Wgt YO : big extent was fairly successtul in raising their wage level (C;f) C;Uni:n r‘r"’tgxl:cklfar; tgfllcl)sr sfl«”ﬁﬁr wb;)dg'.wl;);k;lrl: :r‘:é ' tlsst?t:gethlg:
1s directed in the first place against the small states of Europe, for and believe in the speedy final victory of the proletariat. g ’

" tes of Eur belig 2 . ) is diilll As 2 consequence of this success the emplo er commenced sub-
which are to be held lb"d‘ form a i:rthelr) industr ’agsi:::nsl:)ng]:r; the t”:’g‘l;:tl{ggft ﬁﬁwr;ﬁ?‘c &lsﬂr_::tmuedeg‘. mg ;};ﬁ]e‘:u Sﬁ:}xting colou'redUworkers (asiatics) inmti’hex docks in place of wﬁhﬂrﬁniaﬂku?mf noct()l?b:l;:exdoeedwzgke%shigsfl‘gzlomg?)hxg
i the industrial export countries means . rent issuw t ‘ bai ol U 11tives. ) ' i rui roilin St n. - )
tl;lfotllllse t‘?Un|ifeénstau‘c)tersmof EErope" or the “E{xropean Tariff Union’.  factor of revolution to act at the decisive historical mome enviting and the Giﬂ“m" then began turning its attention to re- ver, forecasts what s likely to happen in the future.

i . 1 ] 5 A h workers, domestic workers, etc. i cti ion i
3 And on the other hand an attempt is o be made by the countries  of the failure on the part of the Communist leadership to th No doubt is initial Tacial outleok \r charac?er — The great need of the moment is the active propagation in

montie and Hnancial ‘supremacy of fhe two ARFISaron World e e cae e Farmced prolpteriat at the decisvs S move in thin directon, Blove na \hact et Lrompted I neceaity Tor uY Ditin mack o e pements of e
: ;ﬁﬂ;‘,s_a"d .ﬁnanﬂal SRESSHISR S5 DERU S% onll; one which a.ppgars to us to be impossible is that dreame 'e"tym:;utih.tee :atftve in industry was drawn into its ranks, until of those workers’ attention into class channels instead of along

o ) ) . ) . : dvand . ! air proportion of its membership is made up  Jines of racial hatred
Th | rejection of the international economic conference of by the social democrats: a new period of peaceful a of industrial work : : <
by the %rfgloish nlnd American bourgeoisies shows that the latter  ior European capitalism. i - More and more as the economic factors make. themselves

1.an h - The exact details of the 1. C. U. are briefly: felt will the realisation be borme in wpon the white worker tha
rs parti- Y : Jomne po! t r
Cinaic Antivs o fhe Comttrence. 1 W Mot Do T e et s Membership on the Book of over 30,000 the native must be organised in the Trade Unions so as fo
1hri)ng, even if it contrives to meet at all. If England and America THE L ABOUR MOVEMENT Ifgezullar monthly paying members of 15,000. Br:lvenththe tl})‘os‘s class;. playing on}(: sectu;;x off against 't]?e ot]l'ler.
take an active part, on the other hand, this simply means that Tcmatg workers in the Union — One thind of the total. y when the need for this is thoroughly grasped will a c‘ass
in view of the present economic relations of forces the result ; ‘ RWO fifths of the total membership are industrial workers. outlook be pushed to the fore, and proper working olass Trade
will be — as has been the case in London andeocatrno ol Trade Union Development in South Africs Tﬁg‘agﬁgib:ﬁ oﬁgrpl::lmml ax;d s}x/on;;: ‘ but Hj:lmi?;g:;m:ﬁhz?l:;nzﬁt& eﬂsdtﬁsng‘e 1al1nislgltidh Africa embracing
, he dependence of continenta . ) 1 member iS sixpence per wee , bu k 2
{ : %';L afrgfr:ﬂ;ﬁ:: %exﬁlﬂprgfgg?fsﬁfm the bourgeoisies of the By James Shields (Johannesburg). '027; &dp:gnﬁf}ekhxra] warkers only pay half that amount or
ocontinental European countries succeed in coming to any bin- During the past two or three years there have been sd 4 1 ) )
!. ding agreements among themselves before the conference, this big chang%s ha.k?:g ce with reyga!‘d to the Trade Und ;%fn:'eafqmrte” of the Union will probably be shifted from | F OR ]HE UHITY OF THE TRADE “mON
| could perhaps render a certain resistance against America pos- movement in South Africa. In one or two journals dealing b orde ? o ]qhanqesbunrg (the industrial centre of the country) h
! sible. But up to now even the atiempts at an international T€€Y-  Trade Union Unity recently, certain figures have been quOf nafives who assist more in the work of organising the mine M VEME“T
lation of the coal and iron industries have been unsuccessful in with regard to the strength of S. A. 'l'n}demtllntxons.mt AL th e0 r‘;lrumber ?i;: svoeo’(llg(\]lemaﬂ;?ﬂ’{al;?::v:lﬁ sting wherein -
! : st " ? , . f refer 0 W ¢ present !
b spnleg)antw;wy;aést (::f n&m?:noomeremes can be no effective Lfau;is :S T#:t wbﬁit]:m—?-:iddeouﬁn};grni, o;ﬂn)ﬁ 3{3 not include ¢ fi:ﬁ Unionism so far as ‘the ‘whites are concerned 18 rapidly The Movement for Unity‘is Growing.
‘ remedy for the crisis in Furopean capitalism. When a number big section of matives now organised in Trade Union fas “ realsnig‘ wThlnllst Trade Unionism among the natives is rapidly "By A.'Lozovsky.
of states, each suffering individually from the contradiction & ") very important factor to be reckoned with as fi S Ug. e membership of the Trade Unions apart from the ) 5 o e o )
i1 between its productive capacity and its market possibilities, all South Affrica is concerned, because the present period i it th 1 as stated ,bdore., .is less than 40,000 as compared Along with the intensification of the economic crisis there is
il join together, this will not remove the fundamental evil. The Ca ' The -G U, mermbership alone of over 30,000. growing up amon_& the masses the will to Junity. This will to
I 1 most that can be acoomplished is that one state improves its ————~—— ‘ . No. 2 p. 5t ?re is this to be said abwit the I: C, U., however, and unity is bren.kiu%.|~ rough' all reformist barriers ‘and bears wit-
it position at the expense of another. 1) Under the banner of Marxism (Genman) No. 2. P- s that to a wery big extent it stilfl has fo approach to proper  ness fo the fact that the Communist International, the Red Infer-
] y
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national of Labour Unions and all organisations alffiliated to
them, have adopted in this question a correct line which has been
justified by events. The last few wéeks are especially rich in
facts in this connection. It suffices {0 enumerate these facts when
it becomes clear that we have before us an international pheno-
menon.

In Sweden there was recently held the Congress of the
supporters of unity, at which communists, social democrats and
non-party workers pronounced in favour of a united front for
the class line both nationally and internationally. The Swedish
social democracy and the leaders of the Swedish trade unions
breeze fire and sword against this Conference. As, however,
about a third of the trade union organised workers were repre-

N serited . at it, the social democratic attacks encountered serious

resistance on the part of the masses, .

In Czechoslovakia there was concluded on the 29th Januar
the Congress of the revolutionary trade unions which pronouice
in favour of carrying out the line of the Communist International
and the Red International of Labour Unions in regard to unity.
When one takes into consideration the divided condition of the
Czechoslovakian trade union movement and its differentiation
according to Parties, it is evident that this decision is of very
great importance. This is all the more so as within the reformist
trade unions, the Czechish as well as the Germans, and also
within the Czechish national-socialist trade unions a very serious
and growing Left wing is making its appearance. The Left ten-
dencies in the reformist trade unions made themselves very
evident at the recent parliamentary elections. The Communist
Party has 104,000 members, while the Red Trade unions have
200, members, but the Party polled 1,000,000 votes. When
one deducts from this figure a portion of the peasant votes, it
becomes evident that a very considerable percentage of the wor-
kers who are in {he reformist trade unions, voted for the Com-
munist Party.

In Germany the Communist Party has succeeded in brea-
king through the social democratic tront. The leaders of the
reformist A. D. G. B. (Allgemeiner Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund
— German General Federation of Trade Unions) who a few
weeks ago had not even giveu a thought to the expropriation
of property of the royal houses and was still less minded to
enter into a united front with the Communist Party, were com-
pelled as a result of the pressure of the masses, to agree to both.
In the German trade unions a revolutionary wave is making its
appearance, for the first time since 1923, based upon the united
front.

Both in Germany and in Czechoslovakia a very great role
is played by the workers delegations who have returned from

Soviet Russia and who form crystallising points for all" suppor-

ters of unity in the reformist organisations of the national and
international labour movement.

In far-off Japan there has just taken place the Congress of
the Left trade unions which had made its chief task to unite the
divided trade union movement of Japan. The Japanese workers
have become convinced by their experiences in struggle of the
absolute necessity of a firmly welded, united organisation. The
voices which’ were recently to be heard in Left circles of the
Japanese trade union movement in favour of a split have become
silent. All are for unity the opponents of which, as in Europe,
are the reformists.

In France, this classic land of splits in the labour movement,
there is growing within the reformist trade unions the will to
unity and for the fighting solidarity of the workers. Although the
reformist trade union federation (C. G. T.) and the professional
unions alfiliated to it, categorically reject the united front with
the unitarian (revolutionary) trade unions, this united front is
being established between the trade unions of the various ten-
dencies in the different localities in the fight for improving- eco-
nomijc ‘conditions. Thus even in France, where extraordinary
difficulties exist, where the organisatory split has to be over-
come, the will to unity is forcing its way through all obstacles.

In Epgland where the trade union movement is united, the
fight for unity is assuming the form of a fight for the rallying
of all forces and mobilising the masses for the great collision
beween capital and labour which is expected to break out in
May 1026. The attempt of the English bourgeoisie to throttle the
Communist Party and the Minority movement in the trade unions
has had the exact ppposite result: the government and the refor-
mists are incapable of hplding back the workers from joining
the Minority Movement and the Conference of Action to be held
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“bers of all reformist organisations to join in a unit

in March 1926 summoned by the Minority Movement for orgap;.
sing the defence against the attack of capital will show hoy
great the sympathies of the masses have grown for the consistey
class struggle. .

In the Balkans, in Poland and in 2 whole number of simily
police democracies the unity of the working class is being pre.
vented by the savage attacks on the part of the police, by whole,
sale arrests and by the united front of the police and the refor.
mists, |
In far-off Australia the government and the reformist part of
the Labour Party are occupying themselves with the terrible
“Moscow danger’), with the result that the first blow has bee,
aimed at the trade union council of New South Wales, embrs.
cing 250,000 workers and which already in the year 102 haq
aﬂiﬁated o the Red International of Labour Unions.

One cah review the remaining countries one after another
and prove by a number of facts the_,close cormectiop bev«(een the
growing crisis and the fight for unity, beween the intensification
of the persecutions on account of the growing sympathy for

unity and the growth of new forms for uniting the workers of

various tendencies. All this shows that capitalism and interpa.
tional reformism have entered on a new phase in their down.
ward developments, the chief features of which are: the ideolo.
gical and political breaking away of broad masses from the
second and the Amsterdam Internationals and the eager desire
to organise a real class defence of their positions. The necessiy
for an effectively organised self-defence is compelling the mem.
front with
the supporters of the Communist International and the R. 1. L. U,
But the most efiective defence is the attack and therefore we are
faced with a whole number of fights not only for defence but als
for attack, in the fire of which the real brotherly solidarity and
fhe unity of the national and international {rade union movemeat
will be forged.

IN THE COLONIES

Labour Struggles in Indonesia.
" By P. Bergsma.

It is very interesting to hear. from' time to time from the
bourgeoisie that all the Government measures for combati
Communism have been of no avail. Something of this sort i
said by the bourgeois Press which has always urged on the
Government to take more forcible measures.

The sugar syndicate commanded that communists shoujd b}

dismissed from all ihe facfories. As soon as it becomes kiows

that a worker is carrying on propaganda or sympathises with the]

communists, he is turned into the street. Other works proposg
doing the same. _

In practice these measures will have disastrous results o
the bourgeoisie. For, the more workers dismissed, the mo
strikes will break out and the more it will become evident thaf
at least 90% of the workers sympathise with Communism.

A striking example of this is offered by the metal workers!
strike in Soerabaya. In this town about 8000 metal workers ar
employed. They were all organised in small groups. This ye
all the groups have been united into one organisation and a mo
vement starfed demanding higher wages. This of course
with resistance on the part of the capitalists, who proceeded
dismiss the leaders. The workers answered by a sympathel
strike. In the “Industry” engine-works they were immediaf
victorious. ! o

The employers however continued their provocation. Wil
the help of the judicial authorities, some of the leaders we
arrested. The workers realised that their J)osition was very mudl
strengthened by the united front they had formed; they persisi¢
in the strike. An u]timatum was issued to the employers dem
ding that they should agree fo twenty different points by Decef
ber 14th. As they did not comply with this demand, 2000 worke
went on strike on that day; in a short time the sirike extended
3000 workers.

The bourgeoisje, having realised that no measures of ford
are of apy avail, is aftempting ta harness the intellectuals §
Indonesia to its chariot. It reproaches them with their passi¥
and reminds them that it is thejr duty to warn the workers?
the “dangers” of Communism. s
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Even the intellectuals, however, are prtjates'tiu against the
prohibition of public meetings. The Government his ]ngohihj.ted
meetings of all revolutionary associations and parties. No
meeting of ers may be held without consent having been
obtained a week ‘previously from the police who have the right
of entry to all such mieetings. X

Gireat unrest can be noticed among the ruling class. The
causes of this condition however are far from being removed,
The shameful oppression and exploitation in the State mines has
roused the victims of forced labour and the contract coolies fo
combined resistance. Investigation has brougth to light that wor-
kers have been beaten to death with whips.

in 1924, 2779 sentences were passed on about 5000 contract
workers, all for transgressing the coolie regulatjons. The punish-
ments consist of breaking stones, imprisonment and whippings
which are carried out with birch rods. According to official
figures, in one mine 16 persons are beaten every day with 10 to
20 strokes each. The workers are bound to a post andv their hands
tied above their heads so that their bodies are stretched. Their
frousers are drawn down and the blows are given in slow
succession, one, two, three ... up to twenty, with a brutalijty
which is hardly conceivable. Blood is usually drawn at the first
stroke. There is' not always a doctor present to say whether the
person sentenced is strong enough for the punishnient.

‘An eye-wilness related that a young man working under
compulsion was punished with a hundred strokes of the rod,
because lie called out that he was innocent. After twenty strokes
he was in_such a condition that he had to be taken to hospital.
But with his battered body he had first to sit on a stone and
watch others being punished. He was discharged from hospital
cured in five weeks. The director of the prison remembered that
8 strokes were still due to him, The unfortunate man knowing
what was in store for him, begged for mercy and to have the
mu'shme[n poﬁé)oned until he was strong enough to receive it;

in vain. Under the curses of the director, a brute in human

form, he was seized and bound. The victim screamed with pain, -

at first loudly, then less and less vigorously,
could make no sound.. He was beaten to death.
death was given as beri beri (a form of dropsy).

til at last he
e cause of

The Government excused itself on the grounds that in 1922 -

the production of the mines had suddenly to be increased. Thou-
sands of new workers had been brought to the mines from Java,
while nothing had been prepared for such a large gang of
miners. Workers ran_away every day; they were caught and,
or want of prisen cells,' were punished with strokes of the rod.
Al this to increase Ezoduction! One thing ,and another has
filtered through from the official report which is kept-secret. The
wuth however is even worse. The whippings are much more
requent than is officially admitted. In the mines, the workers
who are incapable of working because of illness are beaten by
e overseers until they fall down dead.

When we take into- consideration the great efforts of capital
0 open up new districts in which there is a lack of workers,
id to which large numbers of contract coolies are sent from
Jwva (lo Borneo, Celebes, Sumatra etc.) it is easy to understand
at the bourgeoisie is far from thinking of abolishing the
Present mediaeval laws.

American capital also is eagerly trying to invest new capital
in ]ndopesna._ especially in the rubber plantations in Sumatra.
he natives live entirely on what they find in. the woods and on
bome cultivation of rice and do not voluntarily work as slaves
or forcign capital. The bourgeoisie however cannot get on
ithout workers. 1t therefore has workers sent from Java which
thickly populated and has a surplus of workers. In order to
&Dﬂ_lhc workers for some years, they are bound by law to work
1' SIX or seven years for one employer. When they are once
ef& capital knows how to keep them there with the help of the
overnment. The facts however, that the forced labourers and
oltract coolies struck together in 1925, that a miners’ union has
isn ioqnded, that they have a newspaper, prove that even in
itmm" oppressed .category of workers a revolutionary spirit
Sts which forces the bourgeoisie to make concessions.
‘ Sﬁb(-we all the formation of communist parties on the islands
Ay inatra, Borneo_ and Celebes and the organisation of the
‘ elm' n trade unions has resulted in 300,000 contract workers
Tere oping c!ass-cons_clousness. This explains the inhuman
or practised against the. leadets of the movement, for the

Olrgeoisie hates strikes more than death.

ENLARGED EXECUTIVE

The Agenda and the Preparation of the
Enlarged Executive of the C. I.

Moscow,‘ 4th February 1920,

At the end of January there took i

At place the session of
Presidium of the E.'C. C.'1,, at which the questions of th:.3 ptrl(leC
paration for the Enlarged Executive, the German question and
the French question were discussed.

was ’l;l;;rfg{ll:du:/mg provisional agenda for the Enlarged Executive

1. Report of the Presidium of the E C. C. I and /
political tasks (Reporter: Comrade Zinoviev).' - and the new
5 . : N
Lozo..‘;sy'l)“rade Union Question (Reporters: Comrade Tomski and.

3. Report of the Communist Party of G itai
. : reat B p
experiences of its work among the bZoad masses. ritait on-the

4. Questions of individual sections.

5. Control over the carrying out of the ious Comi
decisions and plan of work of fhe F . Previous Lomintern
to the VI. World Congress. e Lxecutive for the period up

It is inténded to set up the following commissions: i
t.xcnl, trade union, orientar, English. Gfrman,mPolishs.Cazeléﬁl(;-
sk_)va_klan. Italian, l:"rench, American, Scandinavian, an'd a com-
mission for preparing the 5th point of the agenda. In addition
to this the secretariat of the E.C.C.1. has been instructed to
set up a commission for the study and collection of material
regarding the question of the methods for establishing political
and organisatary contact with the broad masses.

With regard to the German question the Presidi
initiative of the German gie]egratior(lI has thoroughly (;iilslcl:ﬂlsszg :lh:
political, economic and inner party situation in Germany and
adopted two resolutions proposed by the German delegation, the
first dealing with the next tasks of the C.P. of Germany‘and
the second dealing with the fight against the ultra-left.

As regards the question of Maslov the Presidium has adop-
ted a decision which endorses the estimation of Maslov'’s be-

haviour before the court by the International Control Com-
mission,

, After discussing the situation in the C. P. of France the
Iresnd:utrl approved the decision of the Central Committee of
the C. P. France that a broad discussion in- {he Party press
regarding the existing differences of opinion be opened, but
at the same time declared to be impermissible for the Party
members to conduct a discussion in such organs as are nof
party organs and which conduct a direct fight against the Party.
The Presidium expressly demanded that all Party members
ihould immeditely cease collaborating or participating in the
Revolution Proletarienne” or in .the “Bulletin Communiste”.
With regards the question of Souvarine who had made applica-
tion for his readmission into the Party, it was decided o reject
this application on the following reasons: 1. Souvarine has
not kept his promise to refrain from fighting against the C. .
of France and the Comintern. 2. Affer his refurn to Paris heo
formed a fraction within the Party along with the right elements.
3. He conducted, first in the “Revolution Proletarienne” and
afterwards in the “Bulletin Communiste” an unworthy counter-
revolutionary and anti-communist campaign against the DParty
and the leadership of the Comintern. The Presidium called upon
all. Party members who directly or indirectly supported Sou-
varine, to sever all connection with him.

v

) T._he‘Presidium confirmed the following composition of the
editorial sfaff of the “Communist International”:

Zinoviev, Bucharin, Manuilski, Pepper, Roy, Martynov.
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THE PEASANTS’ MOVEMENT

The First National Congress of Peasants
in France.
By T. Dombal.

The first National Congress oi Peasants in France which
took place in Paris recently, is an event of the greatest im-
portaiice. This Congress is also of great significance for the

movement in other countries, especially those which are
under the influence of France.

The situation of the French peasants is, becoming very
much worse. The whole burden of the past-war crisis is
weighing heavily on the broad masses of the peasants, and
France’s imperialist policy is squeezing the last drop of blood
irom the peasants and increasing the discontent and fermentation
, among them.

There can be no doubt that there is an ever increasing

uperization of the French peasantry and, in connection with

t, a gradual though fairly slow emancipation of the peasants
from the influence of the "bourgeois agrarian reaction.

The Congress is evidence of an intensification of this
process not ouly in political but also in organisatary respect
which will finally lead to an alteration of the relations of politi-
cal forces within the country.

Up - to the fresent the French peasantry has had no
economic and political organisations of its own in which it
felt it was master. It associated itself with the various parties,
from the royalist to the communist.

The chief tool of the bourgeois agrarian reaction, with
the help of which it exercised its rule over the peasants, was
the “Confédération Générale Agricole” (C. G. A, “General
Agricultural Federaﬁou'?, which actually consists of three
separate organisations: 1. Société des Agriculteurs de France
(Association of French Agriculturalists), 2. “Union Centrale des
Agriculteurs de France” (Central Union of French Agricultu-
ralists) and 3. the “National Peasants’ Union.” The first of these
organisations is the ideological centre, the headquarters of the
Union. At its head is the Marquis de Vogue, leader of ‘the
“Black Agrarian International.” De Vogue is closely connected
with railway companies and the agricultural industry.

The second organisation (the Central Union) is a powerfull
economic organisation consisting of about 5000 syndicates _with
Cooperatives, Credit Banks etc. and having about one mxlhqn
members. Its leaders are well-known royalists, one of whom is
General Castelnau, the head of French clerical Fascism, who uses
the apparatus of the Union to spread Fascism in the villages.

The third of the organisations which belong to the Con-
federation, the “National Peasants’ Union”, is a political tool
for preparing for elections and for exercising a permanent in-
fluence in Parliament, in the apparatus of State and on the
peasantry in the interest of bourgeois agrarian reaction.! This
organisation works under the control of the “National Union for
the Promotion of Agriculture”, and like it is under the guidance
of a handful of pseudo-democrats and demagogues. The
“National Peasants’ Union” is closely connected with the “Comité
de Forges” (Iron-Foundries Commitiee) and with the Loucheur
group in Parliament as well as with the “League for Agricul-
tural Interests” which is also in close touch with the latter and
which has been convicted several -times of bribing individuai
politicians and whole groups of different parties to carry th_rouih
various plans of the rich bourgeoisie in Parliament and in the
apparatus of State. This “National Peasants’ Union” is endea-
vouring to oppose the whole peasaniry to the proletariat and
fo break up the existing bloc of workers and peasants.

As it is easy to understand from the above, the “General
Agricultural Federation” is as a whole at bottom an agent of
the warlike financial capital, the most important deadly enemy
of both the workers and the broad masses of the working
peasantry. v ¢ \

In 1024, the Left Bloc tried to make use of the growing
discontent of the.working peasants who form the basis of this
union, by creating a counter wnisation under the sounding
name of “Confederation’ Nationale des Associations Agricoles”

- numbering but few members. Its inf

——
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(National Confederation of Agrjcultural Associations), whicy

et B o e e e < "= oM™ THE WHITE TERROR

As long ago however as in 1922, the first attempts of ,
advanced strata of the workdg peasantry to free themselyg
from the leadership of the rich agrarians and the bourgeojsi!
became evident. The “Federation .of Working Peasants” (Fede.
ration des Paysans Travailleurs”, affiliated to the Peasant Infer.
national since 1923) which was created at that thime o the
initiative of Comrade Vazeilles; is at {)reSent a small organisatig,

uence, however, is Steadily
growing. At the same time a considerable number of independey
organisations and cooperatives were founded in all parts of
France and later the “French Peasant Council”, a leading centry
of the French peasant movement was formed. ;

This fermentation among the peasants grew as a result of
the intensification of the financial crisis, the colonial wars in
Morocco and.Syria, the new inflation efc. in connection with the
increase of the burden of faxation which arose through then,

There was a time when it seemed at though the depre
ciation of the currency and the increase of prices (the growing
demand of the army etc. for agricultural products and the possis
bility of forcing up ‘prices) were even an advantage to the
?_easants; but these illusions were soon dispersed. Alt ough the]
irst inflation resulting' from the imﬁerialist war, gave the
peasants the opportunity of paying off their mort age debts
with paper money and, in many casses, of even uying the
land tﬁey had leased, the present inflation means nothing more|
nor less than a gradual pauperization of the peasantry, for i
is a tool in the hands ofp the bourgeoisie for transferring the!
burden of the financial crisis, of the mad rise in the cost of
industrial production accompanied by an ever increasing load of
taxation, on to the workers and peasants. This makes the new
inflation and theé phenomena which acoompany ‘it one of the
most important stimdi for the spread of the revolutionary
movement -among the peasantry.

The Right Press and that of the Left Bloc are unanimously
demanding a fresh increase of taxes for the peasantry who, as it
is, are suffering from various unbearable indirect taxes.

The ‘imperialist policy of France has alread brought abouf

sant Council of France, remarked in Parliament, the estimates
of the national expenses for the administration of agriculture

ew Persecutions' of the Working Youth
in Roumania,

of this year there took place before
| a ‘trial against Communist juvenile
he indignation of the working popula-
of the bourgeois. There stood before the
ribunal 10 juvenile” workers between 16 and 19 years, whose
chief crime consisted in the fact that they were members of
e Communist Youth and had réad communist literature. The
pointed out that these young workers
d ‘idealists who had never overstepped
etical communism. This estimation of
the entire oppositional press.
the military court pronounced
brutality and cruelty did not stand behind

On the 15th of J_anuary
the Klausenburg Tribuna
orkers which aroused t
tion and even partly

ouncil for the Defence
ere pure enthusiasts an
he boundaries of theor
e accused was shared also by
In spite of this public opinion
h sentence that in
e judgment in the Tarta
Berdinean, a young worker of 18
a girl worker of 17 years,
Birtas and Mitrovici were each condem
dislaus Cseperas to two years, Ladislaus
dislaus Matocsi each to ‘one -year,
pach condemned to half a year.
After these sentemces there commenced
d mass arrests of members of the Commu
B2 juvenile workers from Grosswardein we!
prisoned. In connection with the arrests the most. brutal and
phuman cruelties are reported about the treatment of these
nger nails were torn out by cruel
police and further, lead was pressed between their
heir bones broken. In order®to extort the desired
e accused were forced to tread on hot coal.
Yesterday before the militar
he proceeding -took place aga
iihlberg,

years and Janka Salomon,
each received five years hard laboqr.
ned to. three years,
Lipik, Josef Takacs,
five of the accused were

a campaign against
nist Party, in which
re arrested and im-

youthful workers,

Y court in Cluj (Klausenburg)
inst Josef Marzon and Leken:
aving taken part in the Com-
istribution of communist leaflets.
hemselves innocent. As no proois
oduced the judge had to pass a “mild” sentence:
ree months for Miihlberg.

protest against these cruel persecutions of the

who were accused of h
munist movement and in the d
Both the accused declared- t
pould be
the result that, as deputy Renaud Jean, President of the Pe: jJilour mont

orking youth i

only amount o a one hundred and twentyfifth part of the estimate
of the “budget of death”, i. e. of the {otal expenditure for mili-
tary purposes.

ORGANISATION

The new inflation, the phenomena which accompany it andl
its consequences are creating the preliminary conditions for the
formation of a united front of the working peasants (from the
poor to the middle peasants), for the creation of an effective
worker and peasant Bloc to combat the threat of a military as-]

cist dictatorship, for restoring healthy conditions in theecon- S () |\
onference. Th
nd a consideration
ent districts in th
asis of shop and s

lu addition to the member-
iftee attending the full sessio
all district organiser
ifornia. The different dis
eir experiences

mic situation of the country and for a worker and peasani go~
vernment.

The Congress issued- the slogan of a fight against the it
crease of taxation and against the rise ‘of prices and also
number of concrete demands the purpose of which is to gather
the broad masses of the peasants round the Peasant Cduncil of
France; it also indicated the main lines of work for exteng!cl':t
the influence of the working peassants in the existing agri
tural organisations and for driving out the exploiters who ar]
at present at their head. In these ways it has constructed a firtt}
foundation for the formation of a real revolutionary umion 0
the masses of peasants in a not too distant Tuture.

Simultaneously with the strengthening of the revolutionarf
attitude in the villages, transition groups may arise in Parliam
which claim to belong to the peasants and profess peasant sl-
gans and thus, even against their own will, hasten the day whet

the peasantry will recognise that its interests are opposed 10 trwhelming
W respondin,

those of the bourgeoisie.

The unanimous. resolution of the Congress that the Peasast
Council of France and all the organisations affiliated fo il Sll"d
join the Peasant International indicates better than anything €%
which . path the working peasantry of France will fake.

e First Org Conference of the Workers
Party of America.

By Jair Lovestone (Chicago).

ber 29th 1925-the Party held its first organisation
\were devoted - strictly to a discussion
of the various problems arisin
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93¢ Cooperation, The

. More than half of the membership in the street nuclei con-
sist of comrades: working in the building trades. The shop
nuclei are well distributed in the clothing. shoe, metal and other
industries. Preparations are afoot to complete reorganisation
in Nlew JersTy and Cennecticut.

) 1t reporting as to the progress of reorganisation in Distri

Ihree, Comrade Tallentire tol%l of the opgosition to reorgta:'rllff
sation in one ‘of the Lithuanian branches and of the extra diffi-
culties incurred bécause of the anthracife strike, The city of-
Philadelphia is completely registered.

_Comrade Sullivan reported that Buffalo is through with
registration. Erie, Utica and Syracuse are completely reorgani-
sed. There are several sections of the district which are really
companyowned towns and this accounts for one source of oppo-
sition to reorganisation. The terrorism of the employers is
feared by some of our members.

. In the Pittsburgh district Comrade Jakira reported prac-
tically complete reorganisation. Good shop nuclei have been
organised in the steel mills and coal mines. Comrades are mee-
ting with difficulty in working in the shop nuclei without being
interfered with by the employers because in this district the
industrial spy system ist the most vicious and the best developed.

The change of. employment, such as the transfer from mine
to mine, or even the transfer from industry to industry and mio-
ving out of the state, have proved a source of interferencé in
the reorganisation campaign in this district.

In instances where nuclei are composed “of members of
one nationality Comrade Jakira has adopted the correct prac:
tice of transferring comrades of another nationality into that
nucleus so as to prevent that nucleus from functioning, in any
respect at all, as a language group.

The Cleveland district, according to the report of Comrade
Amter, the distriot organiser, is now completely registered and
shop nuclei and street nuclei are being organised. The city of
Cleveland is already completely reorganised.

In the Detroit district the problem of reorganisation is on
the whole simpler than in other districts. Here we have one
basic industry, the automobile industry, in which most of the
members are employed. There are 15 well-functioning shop
nuclei in . the cit;l of Detroit. Shop nuclei papers have been
issued here and have brought good results. A central fund is
being established for issuing shop nuclei papers. The South °
Slavic_comrades have responded gest to reorganisation. Com-
rade Owens, the district organiser, told of the intense interest
being taken by our Party members in problems of unionizing
the automobile workers.

Comrade Abern made a very instructive' report on the ex-
periences of the Chicago district which was the first to' be com-
pletely reorganised on the basis of shop and street nuclei. The
new Party units have already distinguished themselves in the
»Daily Worker campaign.

In the city of Chicaga there are 28 shop nuclei and 40
street nuclei. There are now functioning shop nuclei in depart-
ment stores, clothing factories, millinery factories, car building
corporations, automobile factories, railroad shops, steel mills,
city transport lines, and coal mines.

The Minneapolis district is, on the whole, not an industrial
district.The overwhelming majority of the memebership here is
Finnish. There are at least 20 farm branches here, 'Iphe cities
of Minneapolis and St. Paul have already been reorganised and
are now functioning on the shop and street nuclei basis.

The Org Department has been informed by the district
organisers of Seattle and San Francisco that registration there is
practically completed.

Comrade Darcy, national secretary of the Young Workers
(Communist) League of America, stressed the necessity for
closer cooperation betwen the Lague and the Party. He pointed
out the need for the district organisers getting to work in the
campaign to establish a League unit in every place where there
is a Party unit.

Another Org Conference will be held soon.

It is now four months since the National Convention was
held. It appears certain that the entire Party will be reorganised
completely in less than the period provided for by the con-

‘Veution.

The reorganisation has been met which greater enthusiasm
and energy than the most optimistic in our ranks have hoped for
and our main task at this time is to activise, to ise, the
new shop and street -nuclei, to make out of these units real
living, fighting units of the Workers (Communist) {Party.

P st s
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AGITPROP.

The Proletarian Film in America.
By William F. Kruse.

. The motion picture film is the most potent means of mould-
ing mass opinion to be found in America. Every week more
than 50,000,000 people visit the 20,000 regular movie theatres,
to say nothing of the attendance in the 100,000 clubs, schools,
charch halls and other places equipped for showing films. The
importance laid by the capitalist class on this means of pro-
paganda is shown.on the one hand by the strict censorship
regulations, and on the other by the extreme skill with which
master class ideology is woven into almost every product of
the film trust. Organisational steps are tfaken to insinuate the
film everywhere — for the children there are school showings
and special Saturday morning shows in theatres, for the back-
woods rural public there are State-operated travelling outfits
that show ia country school houses or even in open air, —
the filins are broughf, at. capitalist expense, into factories, clubs,
churches and even info the prisons. The propaganda potency
-of the film in America outweighs the combined influence of
newspapers, public libraries and lecture platforms.

Our movement has been forced to iry to meet this new
weapon of the master class, to try to turn it to its own service.
To some measure we have met with success, as have also
the comrades in other countries, but the further development of
this work must be organised on a world-wide scale with the film
industry of Soviet Rusgia as a basis. The ferrific propaganda
force of the bourgeois “Filin News Weeklies” must be countered
with a “Workers’ Film News Weekly” to give the latest hap-
penings in the world ‘of labour, and especiaﬁy in Soviet Russia.
The subtle “tendency” films of 'the capitalists must be coun-
tered with those giving the working class ideology. The film
in church and school must be countered with those giving the
working class ideology. The film in church and school must
be countered with the worker’s film in the Labour Temple.

In the United States we were compelled to the use of
motion pictures by the actual needs of our campaign for Russian
relief in 1921. The American workers at that time were in a
generally progressive trend, their sympathies were instinctively
with Soviet Russia, but we had to find some means of bridging
the gap that separated us from these essentially friendly but
inaccessible masses. Our meetings were small and attended
mainly by ourselves and our closest sympathisers. The first
step, that of lectures illustrated by lanfern slides, was soon
followed by the second — the motion picture film.

Its success, from the very first, was tremendous. The largest
theatres in the industrial centres could not hold our crowds,
and even where our membership was infinitesimal, even in the
smallest hamlets, th: message of Soviet Russia was presented
with the same uniform perfection to crowds that never before
I)ai-d the slightest attention to our meetings, newspapers or
iterature. The first picture was also a distinct financial success,
its gross receipts coming to $ 40,000. Of course as the novelty
of workers’ film wore off, as in conformity with the general
proletarian trend of that time the wave of revolutionary and
humanitarian interest in Russia subsided among the American
workers, the financial returns became progressively less, but
actual financial loss has always been avoided. The financial gains
are entirely dwarfed, however, by the tremendous propaginda
value of this new medium, each of our five full film programmes
has thus far played in 200 cities (in many of which we had no
organisation whatever) and before 100,000 to 150,000 people
and in addition our films deszrve chief credit for the success
of many meetings and demonstrations. The newspaper publi-
city attending the shewings, the broad campaigns resulting from
numerous cases of attempted suppressign must be added to the
direct propaganda results. There should be added also the sub-
jective benefit to our movement, just then cautiously emerging
into legality: the big halls, theatres, pulbic buildings, that were
requisite, the relatively enormous amount of advertising ne-
cessary, the whole compulsory mass approach that the film
brought with it, was of inestimable value in encouraging and
strengthening the young movement.

Our first picture, “Russia Through the Shadows”, was made
up from a fortuitious purchase of some 1017 revolutionary film,

and famine scenes from the Workers’ International Relief,
padded out with our own photography of our various relief
activities in America and on our Ural tractor farm. Technically
it was infantile, but its interest tremendous. “The Fifth Year”,
was made up out of about 40 Russian newsreels, including May
Day demonstrations, S. R. trial, army manouevers, sport, in-
dustrial reconstruction and the overcoming of the after-effects
of famine. Technically it was excellent, colour-photography and
animated trick film being employed to dress it up on. American
technical standards. The propaganda possibilities of trick film
— if technically well made — are unlimited. Then followed,
among actual subjects, “Russia and Germany”, contrasting the
effects of revolutionary and reformist labour politics; “Russia
in Overalls” showing industrial revival; “Russia Today”, the
social and industrial life of Russian asbestos miners; “Lenmin”,
scenes from old films added to the funeral pictures; and finally,
“Prisoners for Progress”, a Mopr (International Class War
Prisoners’ Aid) film of direct propaganda nature. Of story films
we had three, “Polikushka”, “Soldier lIvan’s Miracle”, and
“Kombrig Ivanov”. We have supplied films to the Canadian
movement, and negotiations are now under way to do the same
for Mexico and Argentine.

In addition to these chiefly Russian subjects we produced
several American labour news-reels on such subjects as the
Paterson silk strike, the police brutality in the Chicago stock-
yards strike, the Herrin battle, meetings of unemployed returned
soldiers, Labour Party conventions, Lanzutsky demonstrations
before the Polish consulates, our Presidential candidates; most
of these we photographed ourselves, a few we bought at very
low prices. We now+have a sufficient amount of material on war,
imperialism, and American labour conditions to make an inter-
esting American labour film but we lack the means to finish it
off. These news-reels were issued in the form of “Film Editions
of the Daily Worker”, thus giving our organ greater publicity
among the working masses as well as the honour of being the
first Communist Daily to bring out its stories on celluloid.

This work has of course met with stiff opposition from the
capitalist state. In about 8 states (of 48) and about 50 cities
there are censorship provisions to be met, but thus far we have
very seldom failed. Often it was necessary to roll up a mass
protest movement to force the censors to withdraw hostile
rulings, in such campaigns trade umions (in two cases State
Federations of Labour) and many liberal organisations were
enlisted, and appeals made to the highest instances. Wherever
a film is temporarily banned it results in added success when
it is finally shown. There were also a few cases of police clo-
syre of halls, and arrest of our committees, and some rare
instances of extra-legal violence of Fascist type, as well as
occasional projectionist sabotage. Opposition generally resulted
in greater publicity gains than the loss it entailed.

The showings were mostly held in rented theatres, though
in many cases schools and other public buildings were secured
through liberal or labour aid. In small towns theatre owners
dependant upon labour support rented our pictures as part of
their regular programme, often, too, Labour Temples were
used. An itinerant projection outfit is now being planned to
work in the rural and small isolated mining districts, and von-
sideration is being given to equipment that permits pictures to
be shown in daylight.

‘Our work has now reached a temporary impasse for lack
of new film material. Many of our locals demand new pictures
for this season and it is expected to meet it by the Mezhrabpom
film “Lenin’s Call”. Unfortunately the season will be practi-
cally over before it can be made available, thus a whole Winter
has passed minus film propaganda and revenue. The experiences
of the American movement, as well as those of other countries

where film has been employed with greater or less success, *

should lay the basis for a proletarian film service and exchange
that is truly international in scope. '

The Soviet Union must of course be the economic and
ideological foundation for this work. By means of the film the
truth about Communist Russia can be shown before the very
eyes of the Western workers -—— we can show them the revolu-
tionary past and present, as well as the news of our everyday
upbuilding of Socialist society. Only a very few can come on
the varicus Workers’ Delegations and see for themselves with
their own eyes, but by taking motion pictures of what these
delegations see and do in Russia we can bring before the eyes
of the masses the same sights that greeted and convinced their
delegates. “ :
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The Murder of the Soviet Couriers and the
Home Secretary of Latvia.

By L. Trotzky.

irderous attack was made in the train — in more than
mysteArigmr circumstances — on two of our diplomatic couriers,
iwo soldiers of the proletarian revolution, with the o»bmu:sr }:n-
tention of taking possession of their diplomatic luggage. Tl u?c)i
had hoped to find in the sealed trunks documents which wos 4
expose the Soviet Government before the capitalist world alll)e
they caloulated — with every justification — that, should cht o
necassary to pay for such a treasure by murdering the tV}eI
couriers, their deed would be appreciated and paid for in ma etljla
values by capitalist public opinion and its organs, Itis a ques ~1o;'1t
of secondary importance whether they expected to find, ‘apaf
from valuable documents and, for instance, some qu.armtmfl o
explosives, gold for their own personal use, They must ug:s
known that there would be no lack of gold when they protld i
the “objective evidence”. The mechanism of the crime leaves
not the slightest room for doubt.

’ couriers of the Soviet Republic showed that the had
beenrt‘:'g.ined in a good school. Although the situation 1wl;'een
prepared in every way for the crime, the soldiers of the mvohegon
did not let themselves be taken by surprise. In spite of Iélg
exposed to an attack which was quite extraordinary in its perfidy.
they felled both bandits to the ﬁearomnd (is it true that there :ﬁire
only two of them?). They paid heavily for their devotion to ly
Theodor Nette was killed, Johann Machmastal was sengdu.sty
wounded. But they defended that which had been entrusted fho
them, and the heart of every Soviet citizen beat, not only wu.the
indignation but also with pride over the first repoﬂsmabmnvo’u-
crime. This is what they are like — the soldiers of the re
o 1 :
l‘lon‘The scene then opens on the second act. The L»awlfan
Minister of the Intenior appears on the scenes. He kmows | “?er
certain that the only object of the attack was a commom Crime.
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