A

i
'

same resolution
Nations to be
 mational disputes. The

T e S s e GRT

‘wib Corrsspoiancs Miernonienals No, 21

senfimentalists, who mean well, but do not posses the courage
and vision to carve out a revolutionary path for themselves.
The make-believe talk of the * pure-Gandhites” about Civil
Disobedience proved more fascinating for these elements, who
therefore remained attached {o the Centre. The Left Wing
forces failed to assert themselves on the situation and when the
split came, they were found with the radicals of the Right.

The split, which ought to have taken place on the issue of
petty bourgeois politics versus mass action, was diverted to
an internal quarrel for power between the radical liberals and the
lower middle class reactionaries. The latter have won, because
the Left Wing was not yet developed enough to take the field

alone, The new opposition party is a combination of two
diametrically divergent forces which cannot be expected to
operate in harmony. Therefore, a second split is inevifable.

This split will happen as soon as a sufficiently strong nucleus
ol a ss Party is fcrmed. The maierials' for such a nucleus
are there. They are aiwready in the process of accumulation,
The publication of our Pregram has on the one hand exposed
the real intentions of the peity Lourgeois politicians, and on
ihe other, opened up an inspiring vision to all the revolutionary
clements,  Hopeful signs were to be seen even at Gaya, where
reaction reigned supreme. In spite of the obstruction of the
bureaucratic machinery of the Congress, the resolution calling
{or complefe independence as the aim of the con%(?fss receive
more suppor{ this year than the last. More than 30 per cent of
thie delegales voted for it. A great majority of the delegates
came back disgruntled, looking for a new lead which can alone
be given by a truly revolutionary Left Wing Party, whose rise
is imminent.

POLEMICS AND DISCUSSIONS

Iniernational Sirike?
You don’'t want much, do you!!
(Reply to the barbarians of Moscow.)
Free interprelation of Amsterdam by A. Lozovsky.

We were not surprised at your inquiry about an infer-
national strike, for the simple reason that we are already
accustomed to every description of demagogy irom Moscow. You
must know that the resolutions passed by the trade union congress
at Rome, and by the international peace congress at The Hague,
made the sirike dependent on a large number of conditions.
How very far wrong you are in seeing any connection between
the occupation of the Ruhr basin and an international strike, may
be seen from the following statements, the correciness of which
you will not question.

1. Neither in the ruolutionwued the trade union
eonfreu at Rome, nor in those pas the international peace
conference at the Hague, is there a siugle word to be found
against the defence of one's fatherland; and this appeared as a
matier of course to all Farﬁd fors in the congresscs; the leader
of the 1L International, Vandervelde, declared this quite openly
at the Hague.

) y peace conference at the Hague did not pass any
resolution regarding an international strike in the event of the
Rubr being occu A special resolution was formulated on
this question, was submiited 1o the French CGT., the French
Souﬂh\ Party, the Belgian trade unions, and the Belgian Labor
Party. As you will be well aware, this resolution raised a profest

Vi but it contained not a single word as to the
named un and parties having recourse to strikes should
oecur.

3. The resolution submitted by the pacifist committee pro-
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5. The resolution passed by the Infernational Congress at
the Hague on the educafional question provides for the come
mencement of serious work among the youth, in order that young
people may be educacted in the spirit of hate against war. You
are fully aware that this is a task which cannot be accomplished
in three weeks. The {rad: unions and parties articipating in
the Hague congress are just beginning this wor{\?:l and we ﬁope
that when the coming generation grows up, its attitude towards
war will, thanks to our work, be quite different, from that of the

resent generation, which fook part in the last war, and stil}
eels its consequences.

0. The resolution moved by the trade union commitiee
— the only resolution mentioning the general sirike — provides
for an international strike in the event of war. We can state
with satisiaction that the occupation of the Ruhr has not led {0
war, a circumstznce which must undoubtedly be attributed to
the spread of pacifist ideas, and to the influence of the recent
Hague conference.

7. The resolution passed on the suggestion of the French
and Belgian delegations contains — as you know — a solemn
declaration on the justice of the reparations. It must be clear to
all that when justice is not done voiuntarily, force must come {o
the aid of justice.

8. Everyone knows the despicable part played by the
German bourgeoisie in the reparations question. It openly sabo-
tages the reparations, although the German workers are anxious
to fulfil the obligations. This desire for fulfilment has often

expressed in the declarations of the representatives of the
German Social Democracy, and of the German frade unions, at
all International trade union and socialist congresses. We, as
sincere representatives of the working class, cannot tolerate this
despicable course of action on the part of the German bourgeoisie,
which is solely to blame for the fact that Europe has not been
able to return to a normal condition in the five years which have
eleafsed since the end of the war.

9. A strike at the moment when the troops are marching
into the Ruhr district, might lead to the sabotaging of the war
operation, although not a word about sabotage was mentioned ‘n
the resolutions passed. It should also not forgotten that we
have brothers in the army, and that the sabotage of the war
operations might have an exceedingly disastrous efiect upon thetn,

, 10, Of course, we condemn the acts of violence on the part
of the French government. This we have already declared in
quite a large number of resolutions. But from an international
E)m! of view the occupation of the Ruhr area may even be

hly useful, in that it puts a final end to the imperialist and
mulitary longings of the German bourgeoisie, which is still
possessed by the spirit of the ruling class of that country. The
occupation of the Ruhr area will undoubtedly also fead to an
increase in wages, as the French rate of exchange is much higher
than the German.

11. The infernational strike could not take place, because
we were nol sure whether the German workers would strike from
international or purely national motives. The past of the German
proletariat makes us distrust ifs international feeling. Under
such conditions an international sirike would mean a deception
of the French workers, and would only be of service fo the
German imperialists

12. Another reason why the international strike could not
be carried out is, that we have not yet received a single proposal
from the 1pacif'um; to declare a sirike, although we agreed with
them at The Hague that we neither should nor could undertake
any action without them. But on the other hand, should the paci-
fists strike just at the moment when there is danger of war,
that is, should they cease propaganda against war, this would
only increase the war dmrr.

13. The united front and joint action which you pro
has not been accepted by us, because the united fronf was re!ecm
at the Hague conference, and the conference facitly accepted the
standpoint taken Troelstra: not fo join a unifed front with
the communists unfil these have undergone quarantine, We know
ﬁ:t you luve.::(: et completed tine: Soviet Russia is
n
unile{ie: fiulu oeodno} arise. S

. In conclusion we must energeti proiest against the
insolent dmsogy with which ﬂum ud%
against us among the workers. We have always '
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The Iniernational Situation
By Comrade Tchicherin.
The concentration and trustification of capital.

If I am to sum up the results of my recent observations
of foreign affairs, 1 must first say, speaking generally, that the
most important feature of our period is the concentration and
trustification of capital on an international scale. In some
countries the process of concenfration was already greatly
advanced. Now we find, behind the scenes of events, a constant
vmotive force consisting of a struggle towards the international
alliance of the natioaalg trusts, towards the international extension
of national trusts and their growih beyond national frontiers.
This process of international concentrafion of capital, is being
carried out within {he J>ost-wur crisis and collapse. Consequently,
it frequently assumes degenerated forms, and ifs gradual progress
is accompanied by many morbid symptoms, The ruined middle
and pdt{ bourgeoisie, and the increasingly impoverished bour-
geois infelligenizia plunge into the extremest chauvinism, and
create a heated political atmosphere. In France these elemenis
support what is left of the National Bloc; in Germany they join
the Orgesh organizations or sli't:ﬂly vole for the extreme right;
in laly they form one of the motive powers for the complicated

omenon of Fascismo, Their furious activity war ever
near, and within certain limits, even leads to direct military action.
But there is no immediate danger of a new world war:
The motive forces of a world war can only be fundamental
antagonisms between leading economic groups, and these last
have still to undergo a long period of development before their
relations become so acute as to provide the ible conditions
for a,.. world l\ur. l;ldelorve the mrrted the al.litua ion wl;skdihf:egt;
at that time, large i suppo militarism, while t ty
bourgeoisie su cifism; but now, large industry is, as
a rule, the upholder o rcnﬁun,,nndthe efly bourgeoisie, at
least its ruined section, is becoming the main prop of military
and ultra-chauvinist tendencies, 3
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of the two countries. This interesting example of an endeavour 3
towards international trustification deserves close atfention, In A
the sphere of the reparation question, this endeavour assumed the
form of economic agreements regarding Pyments in kind. But
it has much more imporfant aims. The France of to-day
differs very much from pre-war France; developing industrial ‘
capital is gaining an ever-growing influence over the politics 1
of the country: it requires markets, it requires the development
of economic relations with other countries. Thanks to the treaty
of Versailles, France possesses a surplus of iron, and needs
material from Germany for working up this iron. Negotiations
are already being carried on between a number of French and
German industrial undertakings with regard to contracts, trusts,
and cartells. These efiorts on the part of indusirial capital, and
its growing influence, were the cause of France seeking,
particularly towards the end of last year, fo resume official
commercia{ relations with Russia.

The leading represeniative of the new policy of French
industrial capital 1s the Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas, headed
by one of France’s best economic functionaries, the bauker

inali. These elements belong to that political grouping af
present in course of development, if not in Parliament, at least
m leading French political circles. Among this group one of the
most talented French statesmen of the new generation, Loucheur,
must be counted; he has connections with the industry oi
the North.

S

i

The Ruhr adventure,

The Rubr adventure, which has shaken the political
and economic life of the whole of Europe to its foundations, and
has also much injured Soviet Russia, who needs econ
relations with other countries, is bound up in a most complicated
manner with various tendencies within French indusiry itself.
The bourgeoisie of course preserves the customary sacred un‘i;yl
again;a} thie mﬁfi:lllle enemy, but already the industrial

ournée indust , is _openly expressi
{vith the Ruhr policy. This pyo!icy, wln:ﬁ leads to the ime -
verishment of Germany, brings no advantage to France, who
ruounable to utilize the riches of the Ruhir area without the aid of
Germany. The indirect result is, further impoverishment
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requires the Rulr coal, and
in a lesser degree, requires
inclined to explain the long

m&um the ore of Lorr.
t German heavy industry,
French iron, Many have been
planned occupation of the Ruhr by France's anxiety to lay hands
on {he coke it needs, which coke—it may be observed—she cannot
produce without the organizatory help of the Germans. Thus,
even the secret report of the chairman of the finance commitice
oi the chamber of deputies, Dariac, which aroused so much
sensation when published by the *Manchester Guardian” in
November, and was regarded as the clearest expression of
France’s aggressive designs, recommended nothing more than a
g:paration for the separation of the left bank of the Rhine from
rmany; but as French heavy industry is about to enter into a
trust with German heavy indusiry, even this report goes no
further than to demand the retention of the bridie;‘heads occupi.d
in 1921 (Diisseldorf and Duisburg). It is known that the
Poincaré government, shortly before the Ruhr adventure,
prevented negotiations from taking place belween the represen-
tatives of French and German heavy: industry, apparently for
fear that control of the reparation question might aﬁg. out of the
hands of the governmeni. Despite this, the indusirial magnates
of {he two countries opened communication with one another, and
the demands from the French side were spoken of as too high.
But though the formation of a trust with German indusiry can
be of enormous profit to the industry of easlern France, it
would wreck o'her undertakings, for insfance those of Normandy.
It is difficult for an ouisider lo form a comprehensive idea of
the struggle going on behind the scenes beiween the various
inlercsted groups; a ver{D intimate acquaintance with all the
circumstances is required to penetrate these secrets. Even those
industrial magnates anxious for a peacefu! understanding were
not opposed 10 a trial oi sirength upon \hose results the future
division of the spoil would depend. This is of course a mere
detail, and in no way alters fundamental outlook of events
for us. To the F. militarists it is not a matter of indiiference
whether or not they gain possession of the raw materials which
they imagine to be necessary for a future war between England
France. Indusiry, for its part, requires in its own inierest
a peacefu! understanding with Germany, but at the same fime
a peaceful tion into Germany. Even Schueider went
over 'mc?tbe l}l_ath:‘al Bloc m the “cmtre”,m and recentl
supporte policy of a peace reement with Germany. It
is ible tlm_‘zun mutual t::dmcy towards a peaceful
understanding wili not gain the upper hand at once; it is
extremely difficult to find a way out of the crisis if the French
government insists on its reparation demands, and if the German
government insists on the evacuation of the Ruhr before com-
mencing negotiations. But it is highl‘{xproptble that the Ruhr
adventure will only form an epi in the process of trusiification
of the industries of the two countries. So long as the sulfering
German masses abandon themselves to nationalist ieelings, so
long will the elements of the right draw advaniages from the
extruuil{ of the crisis. But at the same time the whole of Europe
suifers from the consequences of this adventure,

The waiting policy of England and America,

The intervention of England, or rather the joint inter-
vention of land and America, would lead to an immediate

reconciliation,. but both continue to wait and {o observe
theumoi events. It must be observed that the closer

one of the most i itical facts of to-day. Under the
rul: of the present Conservative government, England is taking
much more interest than before in the colonics and dominions,
and is investing capital in them; siill a great number of English
: with the coatinent, and a vonsiderable
there is a widespread opi ‘&aul tg:ran?' edln
rance a opini employed a
i ng France to take ge Ruhr

eeouoml%.;m:ch of these two states to one another

mﬁndp-u& until can play the role
of the laughing specia The same Frenchmen would not be
at all surprised fo hear that England had simultaneous!

successfully progressing. And it is well known that the
ubiquitous” Urquhart is negotiating for large concessions in
Turkey. The governments will find that negotiations with
Turkey are expensive, that serious concessions will be demanded
from them, now that Turkey will no longer permit continuous
interference with her laws, and the fetiering of her economic
life, as demanded by the draft treaty drawn up by the Entente,

Soviet Russia is the only true friend of the oppressed pecples,

Simultaneously with international ftrusiification of capital,
but poles apari irom it, there is proceeding the emancipation of
the peoples oppressed by capitalism. The numerous delegations
of the Eastern nations in Lausanne, saw in the Soviet republic
their sole true friend, and this alliance became closer and closer
in the course of the Lausanne conference. Many of the
native newspapers of the Eastern lands showed the diplomatic
success of Turkey in Lausanne to be due to the diplomatic
support of the Soviet republic, the presence of whose delegates
lent a firm security to Turkey up to the end of the conference,
The Soviet republic played its hisiorical part as friend of all
the oppressed peoples, all peoples whose existence is in danger,
or who are threatened wilL attack.

The Straifs question remains unsolved.

The constant oscillation of French policy at Lausanne was
doubtless the reflection of auglo-French conflicts in the Ruhr
question, Thanks to our attitude, the conviclion spread in
French political circles, during the course of the conference,
that the opening of the Straits for forcign war-ships, thai is,
the surrender ol the Black Sea to England, would be disadvan-
tageous 1o France, France, Haly, and Turkey, are all still bound
by their previous engagements in this question. But even should
the period of diplomatic negotiations with Turkey end with the
signing of a geueral treaty, and should the Straits convention
worked out at Lausanne, and which is unacceptable to us, be
actually signed, the convention will not exist for long; this is
openjy stated, not only by a few Turkish journalists, but also by
the Yreuch and Italians.

Without Russia there are no world palitics.

- 1he gituation is thus one of uuheard of complexity, and
Soviet diplomacy is also in consequence characterized by great
complexity. We must think of the securify of our {rontiers
and coasls, and the means of access {0 our coasis; we mus, at
the same time combat everything endangering general peace,
and be prepared to come to the prolection oF oppressad and
endangered peoples; but we must not forget for a moment our
most pressing aclual task: the liquidation of the blockade against
the Soviet republics where it has not yet been completely raised,
and the comﬁlete clearing of the way to unhampered economic
relations with all countries. We must be constantly on guard,
we dare not let a single defail of the daily play of world
antagonisms escape us, for there can be no world politics
without Russia and her allies, and no international question
tt:\g:\urgs which Russia and her allies can adopt a neutral
a -3
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French Militarism
and the Chemical War
By Marcel Fourrier (Paris).
Why Poincaré wants to annex the Rhine country.

M. Dariac’'s *) secret report, exposed fo the light of day
by the Humanité, and suppressed by a complete couspiracy of
sitence on the part of the great capitalist press obedient to orders
from above, has thrown much light on the real infentions
concealed behind Poincarés Ruhr adventure. His ultimaie aim ,'
is nothing more nor less than the annexation of the Rhine e
province. i

In the opinion of French imperialists, this annexation is s
Lu:tiﬁed by urgent reasons of national defence. In one part of

. ariac refers {o the Rhine country as “a milita
glacis of France”, and M. Poincaré emphasized these w
still more in the speech before the Chamber, in which he justified
his military action, and made-insinuations as to “certain pressing

At the present juncture it is not merely a question of the
nolorious policy of natural boundaries and atch on
B Bowyes well guardak. cin sflont aay seriobs sbeihcl
no river, w can a serious A
to The irreds&bh charm of the
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The gas war of 1915 to 1918,

The whole world knows of the gigantic development of
oison gas as a military weapon in the last imperialist blood bath.
'hose soldiers who escaped the hell of Ypers will never forget

the first attack, with its preliminary of chloride gas, in the year
1915. And all through their lives will they remember (he gas
grenades and their eliect,

The sudden and rapid advance of the Germans in 1918
was o be aftributed almost solely to the extensive employment
of blue gas grenades. And Ludendorif’s memoirs have since
revealed to us that at this time the German artillery was
actually shooling 70% gas grenades.

In the face of this danger, the Allies have been exerting
their utmost endeavors, since 1917, to create for themselves
a chemical 'indusiry of equal efficiency. Huge sums have
been expended for the rapid erection of great chemical
works, and to provide these with the necessary raw materials.
But it was not unfil July 1918, that the poison gas production
of the Allies had made any noticeable progress.

Dyc works and the production of poison gas.

What was (he attitude adopied hy the Allies and the
Germans, aiter the war, {o a problem causing the utmost disfress
fo chemical capital! For though the English and French poison
&as factories, built and developed exclusively for the war against

ermany, became practically useless for purposes of post-war
production, this did not by any means apply to fhe German
chemical works. These, on the conirary, were at once re-trans-
formed into what they had been before 1914: excellent dye works.
The French and English factories, on the other hand, were
obliged to disappear aliogether «r 1) undergo comp'eie recons-
fruction. s

A few ﬁgﬁures may serve to represent the situation more
graphically: The present production of dyestuffs in Germany
exceeds 100,000 tons, as against 50,000 tons in the rest of the
world. In 1018, France produced 18,000 tons for her war

rposes, but this has now receded to a round production of
L,0C0 tons.

Poison gas and the strength of the armies.
Germany’s crushing superiority in this line thus becomes
o?vious, For the poison gases known fo day are obtained from
dyestuifs through a simple chemical process.

It was for this reason that even affer 1918, Germany,
though vanquished and disarmed, still remained a great military
power, for she had at her disposal, the mightiest chemical
producing capacity in the world.

The peace trealy of Versailles devoted some attention to
the chemical war. 1t formally forbade Germany to manufacture
poison gases, Moreover, it provided for a strict supervision
of all German dye works. But of what use is su rvision? The
dyestuff industry is once and for all a peace in ustrn, and its
products are simply indispensable in the dye works throughout
the world, so that it cannot be reduced or otherwise limited
without turning world economics upside down. Hence, Germany
yemains in @ position enabling her to transform the same raw
malterials and products, overnight, into poison gases, and to
f!oh‘wn her peace industry into a war industry at a moment's

otice,

)

The United Sfates and its dye industry.

This material impossibility of disarminﬁ Germauy on this
puint is a source of freat concern to the French army stalf
and the government of a country which is strivin for a world
hegemony for its militarism at any price. A indeed, the
sigificance of the chemical factor in the next war could scarcely
escape the notice of the French army staff, despite its mental
limitations, just as it has not escaped the notice of the other
world powers. The United Stafes, however, was the first to
{ake measures towards reinforcing its military position by the
increase and development of the chemical equipment of its army.

General Fries, the head of the chemical department of the

headquarters, wrofe as follows in the Journal

of lndu.;sg'ial and FEngineering Chemistry, as early as the
year 1910:

“The chemical war represents, above all, a real science.

Since the invention of guu-powder, noth'il:ﬁ has been dis-

the conditions

covered which has so fundamentally alt
of conducting warfare . . . -

The general introduciion of the chemical war on land,
water, and in the air, will secure an mpzrw:llz
m‘&mzaﬁmwhlchisahkw produce most in
The cares of the French military Headquariers.

T

o‘ the Rhine. This preface seeks fo enlighten its readers as fo
the fate awaiting them during the next capitalist war. The
aeroplane, we read, which is becomin cnpablg of carrying ever
greater weights from day {o day, will form a fresh means
spreading inimense quantities of poison gas in the form of bombs
of ever increasing size, making it very easy to aftack arniies,
or centres of population behind the front, or of rendering whole
districts uninhabitable for human beings .

Bright future!

After all this, we may well comprehend why French
militarism gazes as if h{pno ized at the German dye works,
all of which happen to lie, by a miraculous accident, in the
Rhine country.

We must decry this policy of French Imperialism in every,
country.

Germany and the end of ihe Eniente
By E. Pavlovsky.

The scramble between the efreal imperial powers for the
right to exploit Germany has led to an open rupture between
England and France. All the international institutions which
were created after the war—League of Nations, Supreme Council
etc., had the sole aim of dcludinﬁ the war-weary masses of the
Entente countries into the idea that we are living in an era of
organized and ceful capitalism, but it has become impossible
to maintain this delusion in the face of the sharp imé)erialist
antagonisms. For years the two allies, France and England,
have been arming against each other, The Washington disarmament
agreement, whic has not been ratified by France, does no more
than draw the logical consequences of the changed war technics
of to-day; the great bafile ships have become superfluous. But
there is no limit to the increase of submarines, aeroplanes,
poison gases and tanks. It is aiready an open secret in England
and France, that these countries are arming against each other.
When the English government demanded from Parliament a
supplementary credit of 2 million unds for building aeroplanes,
the member of the Lower House, Wedgewood, imv_ured of Lloyd
George whether this was rendered necessar by France's arma-
menis, and Lloyd George gave the cool reply:

“In adopting these measures, we have taken all circums-
{ances into consideration.” And there is scarcely any doubt
that the Greco-Turkish war was in part an Anglo-French war.

The events lakingeplace in connection with the reparations
quesiion are only {o understood in the light of these im-
perialist antagonisms. The Anglo-French antagonism in
reparations question, which more and more assumes the form
of: moratorium with pledges, or moratorium without pledges,
signifies: Is Germany fo be dismembered and her most im-
porfant indusirial areas absorbed by France, the rest being
divided up into vessal states, and French hegomony in Europe
finally established from the Atlantic Ocean to the frontiers of
Soviet Russia, across (zecho-Slovakia and Roumania and into
Asia Minor? Is Fraace at the same time {o become the greafest
country of heavy industry in Eurore? Or—and this is the
meaning of “Moratorium without edges”—is a Germany 10
arise, under an Anglo-American protectorate, playing the part of
an economic and political counfer-balance against France's
design of gathering the wkole continent of Euro under her
sway? The policies of the great bourgeoisie of France and
England clash on this point. ' ;

This also explains England’s policy on the question of the
infer-allied debts. The English politicians are well aware that

will receive no payment from France, but they will not
abandon this political weapon except in exchange for France’
renunciation of a forced advance into Germany . . . 1

from the

It is foo early yet to draw wé conclusions
rupture between France and England. nly oune thing is 3
Anglo-Saxon
world imperialism, are distinet. In the

the outlines of an Anglo-American alliance, lof an

becoming increasingly
reparations question, England and the Ul:ﬁed States stand onm
one side, W e,ontheothermndolheconunenhl-l!uz >
bloc headed by France: France, Bel,
Litfle Entente. The world political s
?Lf'nuee.a r so dangerous to the

latter is doing its utmost to overcome the
Ameri lmper&lhm.' so that it may Iuve‘u
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— .
mé‘m be a French, an English, or an American colony—it
anatters not a bit, ¥

For the CGerman proleariat the most important thing is:
No illusions! The German proletariat must fight the Versailles
peace with all its consequences, and must fight it hand in hand
with the French proletariat. It must fight against the French

because the dismemberment of

plan, ermany will be detri-
mental {o the develormenl of the proletarian revolution, Buf it
must not be a prey to the illusion that the English or American

plan would be any improvement. Should the reparations be
reduced to-day to the minimum of 20 to 30 milliards gold marks,
as proposed by the German bourgeoisie itself, . should the
Americans give a cornmndingx large loan, and should the
mark be thereby stabilized, all this would be no solution; for,
whether ihe Germans pay reparations to French capitalists or
interest to American capitalists, it will not alter the adverse

oductive balance of &mn:iy Only a far-reaching trans-

rmation of the relations power of the classes, and a
corresponding redistribution of income, can improve the situation
of the proletariat The various stages of such a transforipation
are: seizure ol real values, control of production by the shop
stewards, prevention of export of capital, proletarian contro! of
the entire coue;:tini apparatus of the state. But this requires
revolutionary class fighting. However much the heads of parties
and trade unions m:{ hate class war, however dearly they may
cherish the illusion of renewing German capitalism by a “happy”
solution of the reparalions question—the German proleiariat will
none the less be driven into revolutionary class lighting. And
the German proletariat will t the class war fo the end,
conjointly with - the proletariat of that imperialism which
emerges victorious out of the struggle for the possession of

Y.
ECONOMICS

Survey of the World Economic
Situation in the 4th Quarter of 1922%)

: Belgian politics and Belgian economics are so bound u
with those of pnnﬁ:‘ that the rate of exchange of the Bclgial‘:
P franc has run parallel to that of the French franc since the war;
the Belgian franc is invari

riably a few points lower than the
From an organizatory standpoint, ihe relations between

coal, iron and glass industries, have

very close. 'caily consid Belgium may almost
be regarded as an a ge of France.
Economic s improved very much in Belgium last

{ﬁr. Unemployment decreased steadily. While in ember
921, there were 132,000 unemployed workers — 17.7 % of the

workers organized in frade unions — a year iater, in Sep-
tember 1922, only 26,000 or 3.8 % were out of work. fncxusing
lm‘??gemuwm&d t in France. Accor-

than 450,000 Belgian

m: of the Belgian
h':ganpe,with

Engiland.

Economic life in England continues fo show the slow im.

rovement which we were able fo indicate in our last report,
he English bourgeoisie has been tenaciously striving to bring
the pound up to gold parity again, so that England may again
become the central point of the financial transactions of {he
world. In the course of the last quarter of 1922, England has
again succeeded in raising the value of the pound by some
ten cents. At present the Lnglish pound is only aboui 5% under
dollar parity, in spite of the fact that England has paid con-
sidernb’e sumis to the United States, as inferest on her American
debt. The comparative rates of exchange were given in the
introduciory section of thig_yeport.

The improvement of the rate of exchange, and of economic
conditions in general, has been achieved partly through high
taxation of the propertied classes, but mostly at the expense of
the working class. Wages have been pushed below the level
conditioned by the high prices, and the compelitive capacity of
English industry on the world market somewhat restored.

This is particularly the case in oue of England's most im-
portant indusiries, coal production. Official reports ') show the
average weekly wage of the English pitman {o have been 58%
higher in October 1022 than during the first seven months
of 1919.

The Miuistry of Labor states the cost of living on Oc-
tober 1., 1o be 787 above that of July 1019, and on November 1.,
0% higher.

“1It is thus clear “ wriles the capitalist periodical: * that
the present wages of the miners are considerably lower than in
1914, and it must not be forgotien that the average wage gives
no real idea of fhe conditions obtaining in districls with
lower wages.”

The complete defeat of the English miners becomes even
more evident wi we learn that, despite these wage reductions,
the output has greatly increased. Before the great sirike,
1,200,000 workers produced only 4.25 million tons weekly. After
the break-down of the strike, the output increased steadily. The
weekly ouiput figures are as follows:

million tous
1022 September . . . . . . . . 512
1922 October . . . « . & & « . 5%
1022 November . . . . « o o« 542
1922 December, first week e+ o 55T
1022 5 second week ., . . 5.59
1022 » third week . . . . 574
1922 " fourth week . . 5.51

And yet the number of miners has dropped from 1,200,000
before the strike to 1,114,695, The weekly ouiput has already
surpassed the pre-war figure; it has however been calculafed that
with English industrial undertakings running full speed, England
needs 5 million tons of coal.

The business revival in the iron indusiry is far behind

‘that of the coal industry. The slump in ship-building and buikding

are respousible for this.
Production in thousands of tons:
Iron Steel
Sepiember ., , . . , . . 430 556
Oﬂob‘f.lcytoo-“l 565
November R R 600
December .o 2 » o » 533 546

since 1921. But
oducation been reached in
% of the present producing

_ The figures for November are the hi

ghu.ogll_fﬂ of the average
94 in steel, and only

capacity of the country,

t of iron and steel, as well as of
recent months, reaching the
r; even in the most favorable

year, 1920, there was no month in which exports attained such

a height. To this the “Economist” makes the cool observation:!)

-~ that
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bleached, printed, and dyed, and then brought back again, than to
have it finished in Laucashire”. Hence the offensive against
wages.

Thus we observe, in every sphere of industrial economics,
a generally successful endeavor on the part of the capitalists
fo reduce the wages of the workers below the pre-war level,
the reason adduced being the necessity of rendering Fngland
capable to compete on the world markefs.

Unemployment. _

Have the English workers at least created opportuniiies
for work by their “readiness for self-sacrifice”?

Not at all!

The official data on unemployment are as follows:

1022 % of all insured % of trade union m:mbers

Janvary ., . 162 168
September . . 119 14.0
October . . . 120 14.1
November . . 124 142
December . . 122 14.0

The round number of unemployed
1,900,000 at the be[iinning of the year to 1,400,000 at the end.

It must not be forgolten, however, that every worker
struck from the list of dole recipients has not obtained work.
Many are struck off, although slill out of work, because they
have lost the right to the dole. The great significance of this
may be judged from the fact that the recipients of poc relief
have increased in proportion as the decrease of the official
number of unemployed *), and have reached an hitherio unknown
number:

Recipients of poor relief:

has —fallen from

February 18, 1922 . . . . . . . . 146559 workers,
gune B . . . . . v e e v s . . 1838000 »
eplember « s 2 s b o s s o 1ADASTT »
November s 2 % 2 o= " 1,417,000 »
simultaneously with unemrloymenl dole 793,000 o
without unemployment dole . . . 65,000 ”

PAUPEIs . . . . . . . e e . ! ,,
A report issued by our English brother par(g observes,
sor relief is given only to those entirely without means
of subsisience; on the other hand there are many disricls in
" England where the workers rather sell their houses and furniture
than “come on the narish”. Poor relief thus signifies absolufe
lack of any means of existence. And in the year 1922, about
5 % of the population of England and Wales were such absolute
upers, ‘Truly the Fnglish proletariat has enjoyed but litile
g:neﬁt up to now from the improvement in Engfand’s economic
situation.
The price movement.
During the last quarter of 1922, the price movement was
yery steady. The index figures were as follows:
Wholesale trade (Fconomist)

Seplember . .+« 163D

October .. . . . . 166.1 78
November . . . . 1070 80
December . . . . . 166 80

The fluctuation in the wholesale trade index did pot
amount to more than 3 to 4 % in the course of the year. The
increase of prices on the world market found its counterpart in
ihe improvement in the rate of exchange of the pound.

Foreign frade.
Foreign trade improved during the past year. The main
@ Import Excess of Imports
s 65:) millions £

Sepiember . . . 769

Ocql,‘ober . 68,7 16.3
Noventber . . . 956 75.6 20,0
December . . . 949 674 - 215

The data for the first eleven months of English foreign
irade, as compared with 1921, are as follows:

1921 1922

Millions £

10 o s gose R
s

B . 107 104

Cost of living-
79

The average mouthly import surplus is 13 million
sferling as compared with 11 millions li)n 1913, It a m
the excess of imports is well covered the “invisible export”,
shipping freights, bankers’ and mid 's profits, ﬁoena
also the rise in the rate of exchange of the pound.

Economic policy.

In the general section, we dealt in defail, with Eng-
land’s attitude in the reparations question. Apart from this
question, that of the debt owed to America has mainly occupied
the economic crisis in England.

The unfavorable impression made by Balfour's note in
America, has been fairly neutralized during the period covered
by this report. Firstly by McKenna's speech at the con-
ference of American bankers, then by the journey of the English
minister of finance, Baldwin, to America. oth  repeatedly
emphasized England’s willingness to pay her American debt
“to the last penny”. And as these two Anglo-Saxon powers
have also elfected” a closer rapprochement in foreign politics,
the negotiations on the postponement of payment of England’s
debt to America were carried out in the most accommodating
manner.

United States.

At the present time the United States occupy such a
prominent position in world economics that we were obliged o
deal, in the general section, with the politico-economic currents
in the Unifed States, as those are decisive for Europe’s political
economy. We shgll therefore confine ourselves here to sketching
the inner process of American economics.

All American reports are unanimous in declaring the
state of the market o have been satisfactory during the last-
quarter of 1922, “Indusiry is active in general, practically
all working powers are being employed, and the wages are
rising to a high level”, this is approximately the report of the
National City Bank for October. Almost every. ﬁanch of
industry: iron and steel, motor-cars, textiles, and the building

industry, attained their best productive output of the year in
November. We bring here only the most important figures:
Production in millions:

Coal Authracite "‘;:::;lulm fron  Steel A?: ‘?&{r"" ;‘(&;’g‘g;
Sept. 4096 4.98 4525 203 237 190 495
Oct. . 4515 853 4726 264 287 214 534
Nov, . - - - 289 293 - —
Dec, . B - - —_— - - —

These figures give some idea of the development of the
market. . "

There is, however, no other country in the world where
the economic statistics are so carefully kept as in the United
States; no couniry where there is such a constant endeavor to
improve these methods. It may be said that the bourgeoisie of
the United Slates is striving to escape the consequences of
capitalist anarchy by means of the most careful possible observa-
tion and registration of the economic facts.

The Federal Reserve Board recently attempted o create a
collective index figure' for estimating the economic situation.
The most important branches of industry were estimated with
regard to their signicance for the collective economics: the pro-
duction for the year 1919, of the article in question, was taken
as “slandard” and set at 100, etc. In this manner-a single
figure \;ns obfained as the index designating the economic
position

It is not without interest {o note the “imporiance” atlached
fo the various branches of industry, as it permits of an excellent
insight info the sfructure of American economics as a whole.
The importance of any branch of industry was deiermined by:
1. The newly produced value created by the branch of pro-
duction in question in the course of the year. 2. The number
of workers employed.
branches of industry was determined as follows:

coal 9, melals 2‘ leather 4.5, cement 3,

The development of the year 1 ex
collective index hf’? is as iollgws:

an £9. eb 91, March A Ma
3, ’Ju-l-e:'lu, oy 947, August 935, Seplemmber” 1003

Uuroriunauy the data for m: last two months are
lackhg. These gures are orked on a B
which we cannot gve h:n—wmﬂnt the w of
influence is ”) i

A

The “imporiance” ascribed to the different
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table shows the rising tendency of the colleclive
eoonoa;l}: of the Union, but ;hgvu. at the same f{ime, that
the full capacity is by no means utilized, Production nxuntams
the apg:onm' te output of 1919; this was however 3 % lower
than that of 1913. This means that the whole increase p;
productive capacity during the last decade, 1913 fto ur..z,’sug
remains unutilized. As a matler of fact the |“rod|u.l‘.r‘.l
of ih» =‘eel trust is estimated at about 75 to 80% of its capacily.
But in comparison with the year 1921, the situation is {avoraljl},
and what is more imporiant, shows a tendency to furiker
i o P '. - .y
‘mrm\'(l"l?cmiuﬂ development of the favorabi, conditions was
hindered in the autumn by the effects of the miners’ and rail-
waymen's strike,
ihe main cause of the improved economic situaiicn. &
ound in the improved agricultural situation. 1The
t'g:ayl s:lmf.- of ngricultunl!nproduce this year, exccaded that of
the year 1921 by '1,873 million dollars. K
The higher proceeds of cattle raising are not included n
this. This favorable figure signifies a considerable increase in
the buying power of the farmer. The 0‘fmn difference in prm:g
between industrial and agricultural products, has been damxmshf
an increase of prices on agricultural products. But the
_disproportion in prices has not been eliminaied, and the farmer
does not lie on a bed of roses. This unsatisfactory position
of the farmer, and the confused state of affairs in European
economics, render it a matter of great uncertainty whether
im t will continue in America. We have already dealt
with beth factors in the general section.

Foreign trade and foreign loaus.
Tue foreign trade of the Ultl’ilethtlles h::s .:;cm m‘uhc:l'
i during recent months by the new ftaril, so
::Tlr“:.l}:;‘l’e c‘t‘mc usions can be drawn from the hlg«:vm Ex-
pressed in millions of dollars, the figures are as follows:
Exports Imports Excess of Fxpurts
September 313.1 2288 843
October 370.1 “e
November 3830 — e - .
ess of exports over imporis is covered ncreasingly
by clp"?a'le ::;orl. Dug:g the last mr years the United States
invested the following amounts in foreign loans: A
In millions of dollars:
i9i9 16520 1921 1922 (11 months)
202 307 550 !
To this must be added the purchase (()f shares in fercign
i ings, se of houses, estales, etc,
unuemwkxenglshugurga how the United States ha}sr el\‘rolved into
re type of a highly capitalist country. High protective
maﬁ"m ¥£ security zof the gounlmarkel.. the hig : ss;;?,::
concentration of industry in monopoly associaiions, capital ex
on a large scale, (Tw:y features out of keeping with the whole:
the favorable frade and the export of foodsiuffs, are of a tem-
porary nature; they will disappear the equilibrum of
capitalist world economics be resfored). The political con-
uences are inevitable: extension of colonial possessions,
:i“itaﬁw. imperialism. American pacifism is a dead )
corresponding to the economic conditions of pre-war times, but
not to those of fo-day.
The other non-European couniries.
A, our report has already become longer than was
intended, we shall confine ourselves to outlining on:‘y‘_the most
essential economic feaiures of the non-European

. 1o rise in prices for agricultural products--
'&“‘m«‘:f wool'f rubber, foﬂe&—-the situation

eorm, ) :
raw maferials has much ed durin,
; &mm indusfries producing hal nfnctures
h severe
renders tl:‘; Ltion{ of m&m
As a genera
more n':,utry U E;fstﬂzﬁud—vi& the exception
United States—the mor  ritical is its economic situation.
e 3 this fact, in  sirialization continues, above all
for state loans

in
e el
faken to investing a great deal of

is a

eal cemand for new
colonics »
 of gra

ad in Seuth
of

imunigrants in the

VHE LABOR MOVEMENT Ji

The Trade Union Movement
in Bulgaria
By Dimitroff (Solia).

The West European frade union movement frequently
publishes inaccurate news respect \lhe trade union movement
in Bulgaria. The following will provide a true piciure of Bul-
garia’s trade union movement. »

Before the war there were two trade union federaiigs:

1. The General Trade Union Federation of Bulgaria, based
on the principle of revolutionary class war, and cou-
nected with the Social Democratic Labor Party, now
the Communist Party, and _

2. The Trade Union Federation, standing for the jprin-
ciples of reformism, and associated with the Social
Democratic Party (“broad socialists”).

According to their putblished reopris the membership of

these trade union federations, at the end of 1914, was as follows:

Revolutionary trade union federation: 3 central unions,
176 local sections with 0,503 members. ) )

Reformist trade union federation: 6 central unions, 77 local
sections with 3,168 members. ) .

‘The income received by these federations, in 1914, frpm
members’ subscriptions was as follows: revolutionary trade union
federation 15535 leva; reformist frade union federation
3,020 leva, ) ) ‘ ‘

Up to 1911 the reformist trade union federation was
affiliated to the International Trade Union Central. The Buda-
pest congress held during that year however, decided to regard
neither fcder;uion as alﬁliated until the two were united.

In 1014 Legien, who at that fime was international trade
union secretary, visited Sofia, with the object of bringing about
an alliance of the fwo trade union federations, but the attempt
was a failure. ) _ )

Out of the separate crait unions belonging to the reformnist
central, only five were affiliated to their corresponding inter-

- national centrals, The craft unions belonging to the revolutionary

central were all, without exception, affiliated to their international
centrals, ) )

During the post-war period the reformist social democraiic
party (broad socialisis) compromised itseli completely in the
eyes of the Bulgarian workers, in consequence of which it
entirely collapsed. lis left wing broke away and joined the
Conmunist Party. In September 1920, the two trade union fede-
rations united on the basis of revolutionary class war, in which
action they were joined by all the unions aifiliated to them. For
this purpose a special declaration, signed by the executive com-
mittees of both centrals, was published. Thus the longed for unity
of the Bulgarian frade union movement was realized.

The development of our trade union alliance since the
war, both before and afier the union of the two federations, may
be seen from the following statements: .

Membership (End of 1018): 13 unions, 115 local sections,
5,713 members )

Finances: Income from members’ subscriptions in 1919:
532,275 leva, total income 1,941,430 leva; in 1921: members’ sub-
scriptions: 1,146,206 leva, total income 2,040,148 leva.

Wage conflicts:  1919: 135 lock-outs and strikes invol-
ving 76,310 workers, successes 57, partial successes 54,
unsuccessful 22; 1920: 68 lock-outs and strikes with 8,634 par-
ticipants, successes 30, partial successes 17, unsuccessful 21;
1921; 66 lock-outs and strikes with 3,115 participanis, successful
23, partially successfu! 18, unsuccessiul 25. )

In lgﬂ more tha 200 strikes had been carried out by
October, participated in by no fewer than 20,000 workers. The
oV ing majority of these sirikes were successful, a smaller
number 1y successful, and omly a very small number
unsuccessiul. Thanks fo these wage movements, wages were
raised by 35 to 40 %, between April and October 1922, in the
tobacco, timber, shoe, sugar, and other industries, while the price

necessifies during the same period rose at most, by 25%.
(Compared with pre-war times 225 times).

The remmant of the “broad” socialist party still at
to make a Wf us: ﬁo:‘e tl:he name of ifs lostedtw}e ua;m
federation. presen is party is engaged in forming,
in addition to its p;r'ty

- X

m - L &

!
i

b

cenfral, a irade union commitiec with &

dwellings and a common kitchen. The great three-storied house
o accomoda

P
- but in every
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ment. This can be seen from numerous facts. During the recent
sessions of the congress of the broad socialist party, a certain
“trade union congress” was convened, as well as “congresses”
of the separate unions. Despite these “‘congresses”— of which
nobody in our country even kuows when and where they were
held, (kere has not, up to now, been a single report published
as (o the membership and activity of these “unions”. Narod,
the organ of the brood socialist party, published whole
pages ol reports of these congresses, bul no figures were
given regarding the membership, or the income and expendifure
of these ‘“‘unions”. Ounly the {ypograpliical workers belonging
to this party published a detailed report, giving figures, according
to which their union has 450 mcmbers.

The relpcalcd challenges made by Rabotnitshesky Vestnik
the organ of the Red trade union federation—to the “broad”
socialisis, to publish the number of mambers in the broad socialist
trade union federation, and {o state where these memlb:rs are
hiding themselves, are either evaded or entirely iguored.

It is no wonderthat this fictitious trade union federation,
despite its affiliaton to the Amsterdam Trade Upon International,
has so far paid no contributions to this body. (See report of the
Amsterdam International.)

The “trade union secrelary” paid by the broad social
party serves it as an agent for supporting the bourgeoisie in
tls campaign of slander against the {rade union move-
meni.  lhe strongest proof that this “irade union alliance”
is a fictitious organization, lies in the fact that during this
year, when a wave of strikes and wage movements was sweeping
the country, not a single sirike or wage movement, was recorded
as being conduted by this “trade union federation”.

Nevertheless, the “secreiary” of this federation fook part
in the congress held at Rome by the Amslerdam International,
and delivered his speech in the name of the Bulgarian proletariat.
Last year the same ‘“‘secretary” participaied in the conference
of the international Geneva labor bureau.

But the cl'max of the whole matier is, that the international
organizations refuse admitiance 1o our unions on the pretext that
they do not belong to this bogus central, which is affiliated to the
Amsterdam International. On this account our unions are deprived
of their international relations to the unions of other countries!

Another circumstance rousing no less indignation is the
fact that this so-called central, to justify its existence, has
glblished purely imaginary figures ‘in ifs last Jear's report.

ere we read that there are 36,000 organized workers in
Bulgaria, that the central affiliated to the Amsterdam Infer-
national possesses 14,803 members, while our trade union federa-
tion, here designated as commuuist, possesses only 12000
members, and that there are other craft unions with a member-
ship of 0,107,

It may be plainly seen from the above-that the siatements
of the Amsterdam Inlernational are jalse from A fo Z. It is
trie however, that there are more than 30,000 organized workers
and employees in Bulgaria; but these are members of the unions
belonging to our trade union federation, which is affiliated to the
Red International of Labor Unions.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

How is the Russian Worker housed?
By Frida Rubiner.

1T we seek for an msvu;crﬁt:dlhis quuﬁgn. we receive the
most var impressions. We find workers’ dwellings pecfectly
uemphrifumd others which leave much to desired. Two
examples will illustraie this:

1. The workers’ dwelling houses belonging {0 {he motor-car
factory Amo in the R imonov district, 1s what is known
as a “House Commumity”, that is, a house with separate

once residence of merchanis’ wives) now fes
families or 456 persons. The house is built, has
clean staircases, a well lighted entrance and spacious
corridor. Each dwelling consisis of a la
which a bed-room is t off.

3

) 2. Not far drom this house there is another workers’ home
\(in the great Alexeyevkaya 14), very different from this. Here
dwell the workers occupied at the factory Russ Cable No. 2.
was once occupied by bourgeois families, and has been
confiscated for the workers. The house is in itself well built,
but is dirty and neglected. In one dwelling, for iustance, con-
sisting of three large rooms with large kifchen and corridor, three
families are living, 9 persons in all. The three families keep
house together.  There™is sufficient accommodation, but the
rooms arc in a frightfully slovenly condition, the kitchen black
with scot and {ilthy, the whole furniture ruined by neglect.
And the workers living here appear to be on a much lower
level than those in the Amo house. | was able to ascertain
the remarkable fact that the dwellings in which there were
:Iol.sncred p:c;ure} were !}hu cleaner; in houses where the bed
olues were the dirtiest there wer ic i
e - o, fixge ¢ were the most pictures of saints

Among the scores of workers’ dwellings which 1 have:

seen in Moscow there were good and bad ones, even very bad
ones: dark damp hovels and draughty windy doss.  In Moscow
as everywhere else in Furope, there is a housing problem, and
the lack of dwellings seems to be wuch more acute here than in
Berlin or Paris, for, apart from the fact that all building has
been at a standstill since 1914, many houses were destroyed
dutring the cw_xl war, or suffered through the revolution. During
the blockade, it frequently happened that a house went fo ruin
because the simplest repairs could not be carried out. A few
nails would perhaps have sufficed AO repair the roof and {o save
the house, but just these few nails were not to be had. The
house went to ruin, and the residents were left without a roof
over their heads.

As is well known, after the scizure of power, the workers
were given accomodation in the bourgeois houses. AH emply
villas were confiscated for workers’ dwellings or for adminisira-
tive offices. If one now visits a large factory, one can tell be-
forehand where the workers live; # is generally in the large
and well-built houses near the factory. The fextile factory
Prochorovka alone conliscated 15 to 20 houses as dwellings for
its workers.. This itself did not suffice. The workers returning
from the war had frequently to put up with very bad accomo-
dation indeed. The fight with the bourgeoisie for the dwellings
coutinued.  Despite the strict measures taken by the Soviet
government, the nou-working elements confrived 1o gain pos-
session of geod dwellings. How did this come about? During
the years in which almoest every Russian citizen was~in the
Soviet service, each citizen had also fo be alloted a dwelling, and
the “Burshuys” managed to get ho'd of the best dwellings, even
ahcr_ they had quitted Soviet service. At the end of 1022, the
municipal adminisiration of Moscow carried through what was
known as the 10 % standard, which placed 12,000 further rooms
at the disposal of the working class The fight for dwellings
goes on from house to house. In every house there exists a
“housing guild”, and endeavors are being made to strengthen the
workers’ representation within these housing guilds. The Pravda
receullz commenced a housing campaign, luformation is collected
from house fo house regarding the housing conditions, and
published in the newspaper. It may be safely assumed that this
K;:”' campaign will greatly contribute o the imnrovement of

sine conditions J

How is the Moscow worker housed? As a rule it may be
said that the cause of lack of dwellings, and of faulty housin
lies solely in the lack of means. The housing conditions w
improve with the furiher development of Soviet Russia, and this
improvement will benefit the workers. Bui even now the Moscow

er is incomparably betier housed than before the lI’:‘e\r‘“c;‘l‘u‘tiﬁ

colonial capitalism;

o

a greai facfory on topmost story
e are 580 beds for
cenfimeires and 180
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the fact employs almost 75 % women), large clean rooms
Lilh bed:r’chair&. small tables and cupboa’rds, and a comuron
kitchen.

A Kindergarten and a home for small chiidren was also
provided for the factory, and here the mothers can leave the
children who are under school age, while they work in the
factory. The children are taken to the home at 7 o'clock in the
morning, and remain until the alternoon, when they are fetched
away by the mothers. In the home they are fed, washed, and
amused. The children play here, are taken for walks, ane the
older ones are taught to read,

The workers of the Giraud faclory, in whose mamories tiwe
ol' conditions are still fresh, are fully conscious of what they
have won by the revolution, It is only necessary for them to
compare their former housing conditions with their present, fo
feel that the Soviet government is a workers’ government. To
be sure, conditions are not {d by any means ideal; the wages
are not high, the workers suffer from the high prices. But they
fee! {hat progress is beir- made. The befter the factory works,
and the greater its production, the greater the improvement of
the conditions under which the workers live. nd this the
Russian workers. down to the last non-pariisan, know.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

Frossard in the fooisieps of Levi
By A. Lezovsky.

The decisions of the Fourth World Congress have
evoked a storm of dissatisfaction from the intellectuals of the
Communist Party of France. The old sickness of French so-
cialism was nronglztrresenl in the Communist party. Absiract
revolutionism, intellectual hair-splitting, estrangement from the
masses, lack of proletarian discipline, freedom of action for single
bodies of the party,—all these things gnawed at the roois of the
French Communist Party. The Communist International has
frequently taken up the French question, but the matter proceeded
slowly. At last the Fourth Congress adopted a series of salutary
resolutions and demanded that every “independent” or *aulo-
nomous ” member of the French Communist Party declare
whether he does or does not agree with these conclusions. At
the conclusion of the Fourth Congress, it was plain that the great
majority of the party had accommodated itself to the international
discipline; but there remained about a hundred communisis who
kicked against—the decisions of the world-congress and founded
a * Commitiee for the Protection of Communism”, Among
these were; Ferdinand Faure, Garnier, Lafont, Morizet, Meric,
Pioch, Torrés and quite a number of other journalists and
lawyers of such “broad” dispositions that they could not ac-
commodate themselves to the “ narrow ™ limits of the Communist
International. !

Frossard hedged at first, then announced his deserfion of
the party and placed himself at the head of the commiiiee for
non-rafification of the decisions of the Fourth Congress.

All these ‘‘free spirits”, who have been expelled
from tlhe party, have founded a unified communist party, the
ceniral organ of which is called /'Egalité (Equality) with the
sub-title, “* In the inferests of Conununist unity” ‘n the first
number of this organ we find a declaration of the program and
two articles by Frossard, “ Who are we ? and “ Why lghave left
mw Party”. Frossard explains that he is “in agree-
ment with the ples of the Communist International, but not
with its methods ", and that even at Tours, he had only accepted
R v B R R ol M o gl

writes, “ of a rian party whi
comibive the bold revolufidngey realism of Leain and. fhe brosd
‘humanity of Jaures in one harmonious synthesis .

Aﬂ;l:uthhumiudjmmnhvenoahingwuy.

' we Mwuylﬂhuhkuhmﬁm.lnuindoa
Mbw, wjlh:’o;‘?gnnasynmhbet',

: realism of Lenin, is between Communism

, ﬂumtmnzmd aurec, under the name of Humanism. It

8 rejormist coi of which Frossard has been dreaming,

2 muye mmﬂm Fma:rdl__t_:im the wnﬁ
ui “ Neither god nor master . Frossard is di

sed because the Cominlern revised the charter of Tours, he

laborism of the against its

regards the International as a single party which is strongly
centralized and directed by a small group of people with unlimited
power. This conception repeats the faults of the First Infer-
national which fell because of its oligarchical cenfralization.”

So the “broad” Communist, Frossard, attemps to correct

the errors of bo'h the 1st and 3rd Internationals, and for this
purpose ifie autonomy of the party and non-interfereice by the
international in its inner affairs is of course necessary.

fhe central point of the entire program of the new party
is h» trade union movement. It is understood, of course, that in
this new party the trade union has an absolutely independent
position, Frossard * cannot imagine that the party in France
could take upon itself the initiative for s'rikes and conduct them
together with the union organizations.” Frossard declares that
the septimental attachment of the C.G.T.U. {o the Profintern will
not last long, that the * organic connection between the Comintern
and the Profintern would be supplied by a permanent committee
of action. The day will soon come, when the demand for
autonomy in the C.G.T.U. will burst forth in a tempest ”.

In the declaration * To all Communisis and syndicalists”
the independence and autonomy, of the trade union movement is
emphasized. Finally one finds the entire philosophy of commu-
nist independence in a special editorial on the trade union move-
ment, “The party irankly declares that it stands for the absolute
autonomy of the trade union movemenf. And by the autonomy
of the trade union movement the united communist Party under-
stands that as a party, it will not interfere in a single official
discussion of the proletarian economic organizations. The Party
exnresses itself as categorically to the tactics of forming
nuclei and declares its purpose to be that of service to the unions
and not one of taking them in tow; that the question of discipline will
never be brought up inside the party, to restrict the freedom of
its members in the field of trade union activity, that it
will be left to the conscience of each single member to act in the
interests of the working class. Both the adherents of the R.LL.U.
and those of the Anarcho-Syndicalist International will be free fo
write for the central organ, since neither organization necessarily
excludes the other.”

This, then, is the theory of the new organization which ** is

in perfect agreement with the principles of the Comintern, but
not with its méthods. ”

Even from these few quofations, we can judge how far
this group of ifitellectuals is in agreement with the principles of
the Comintern. It is enough to glance through the pages of this
journal to see that about as much remains of the Comintern
principles, as remains with Fabre, Verfeuil and others who were

“expelled long ago.

Here, Andre Morizet writes regardin% the declaration of
Bukharin at the Fourth Congress relative to the theorical possii-
lity of a Red intervention. There appears in the official declara-
tion of the * Committee for the protection of Communism”, a
dogmatic presentation by Stapel, of the decisions concerning the
mutual relations of party and frade union. The same writer
scoffs at * Revolution by means of war, revolution by means of
militarism, revolution by means of cannon, areoplanes, tanks and
poison gasses.,” Victor Meric reveals in “Two years of Com-
munism * that he stands for the Russian Revolution and Infer-
national Communism; but with perfect freedom heart and mind,
not under the club, not with the howling of chained dogs or under
the deluge of ever-lasting theses. .
The exit of Frossard and his friends from the Communist
Party occurred at the time of the Ruhr occupation, and the savage
wuﬁm of French communists and revolutionary syndicalists.
one-time communists have been much ofiended when they
have been fold that their conduct smacks more of political
cowardice than of theorefical keenness, But the fruth remains.
At the moment of arrests the general ry left the party and

like to applaud Communism without doing anything for it.
History ts itself. Frossard, six months later, repeats the
action of Paul Levi. Levi too, was quite in agreement with the.
rinciples of the Communist Party but not with its methods; he

built up a comprimise party. Levi, who, like Frossard, was
so much in accord with the principles of the Comintern, is now
Coatis e that Tréssard hes kot & Wik tkp . hat

g ws, | rossal $ a big step in that
direction. Frossard, who wished to discover a new method for
the Communist International can think of nothing else but fo
follow in the foot-steps of Paul Levi. Butvlﬂr&ktthat trouble us?

did not die when Paul Levis

likely o fall 2t the desertion of Frossard. Om the contrary

created his ow:':d little party in which he assembled all those who .
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| POLITICS
1871—1923

By Bertreint (Paris),

In 1871 imperialist Germany forced on bourgeois France
its Trealy of Versailles, containing the three main clauses: 1. the
annexation of Alsace Lorraine by the German empire then
coming info being; 2. the granting of most favoured nation
treatment to the victors: in commercial relations, and 3. the
.ayment of 5 miliard francs as war indemnily to the

n Empire,

Seon after, the insurrection of the Paris Commune broke
out. This, though but a diffident and imperfect attempt, marked
at least the beginning of proletarian revolution. After a few
months the une was crushed by the fearful and suppressive
violence of the Versaillers, At least 20,000 members of the
Commune, for the most part workers, fell victims (o the reign of

terror instigated by M. Thiers.

: gle“: open or masked op‘mrtulnim have t:l‘;lpys h(:encv;d
rea sure in emphasizin alleged partriotic character
c‘ﬁ the Communards, . e

Before the war they were never weary of 'glorifying the
Commune as a reaction of the nafional spirit of the workers
against victorious German imperialism,

- This permitted our social patriols fo represent their
infernationalist harangues as bti%perfectly consistent with their
yecognition of the duly of defending one’s nafive country,

: It also rendered it possible for the social democratic
leaders, in 1914, to represent their class betrayal as being a

continuation of the revolution traditions of France.
; It is a most to misuse in this manner the
ical ion, which was the deadly weakness of
I
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same moment enjoying life to the full. The bankers, the great
indus(rial magnatés, and the vanquished generals, lived in
riotous luxury. :

The workers of Paris instinctively felt, that the bourgeoisie
would casi the whole burden involved in the Versailles treaty
solely onto the working class, ‘

To be sure, the Parisian workers hated German
imperialism, but they also hated their ewn vanquished and
shameless bourgeoisie. 4

They issued the slogan of an armed rising of the working
class, in opposition to the unfavorable peace {reaty, in opposition
to the Germany of the Aunkers and industrial barons, against the
French bourgeoisie and French militarism. ‘

This was a class revolution in the face of the national
enemy lying before the gates of Paris! What resemblance is
there belween this and the civil peace patriotism of to-day and
yesterday?

) It is true that the Paris Commune did not clearly and
sharply define its attitude towards patriotism and defence of the
native country. It went further than this, it acted. s

That which ifs class logic did not know how to formulate
theoretically, it carried out in actual practice, by many instrucs
tive deeds.

The deeds of the Paris Commune have replied beforehand
fo the history written and falsified since then by opportunists
and burgfrieden socialists.

'l'l lteu and Bismarck, for their part, understood this
very we ;

The German statesman calmly allowed the French state-
man fo reorﬂniu, and train the Versailles army of counter-
revolution, which was to crush the Paris Commune, .

 Thus Thiers and Bismarck exercised the Franco-German
_.ohgnily of the exploiting eclasses against the workers’ rising
in i : 2

© One musi be stupid or a rascally opporiunist not
grasp what Thiers ".'ﬁ Bismarck :rnpud with ng
uan?r.rhd ease; : \

In 1919 it was imperialist France which imposed
bourgeois Germany the second Treaty of Vers
occupation of the ‘m is to continue until Germ:
full for for whose




	v03n22-p0167
	v03n22-p0168
	v03n22-p0170
	v03n22-p0172
	v03n22-p0174

