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i ! ) of the Easiern Division; re {
Two delegates- were sent by the Foreign Bureau af the, The ‘womea’s Secﬁqn: . Easiern | i & nted
: hi i Comintern more by their leader Kasparova, agked for a mandate with the rigy
C.P. of Persia. This F.B. was dissolved by the ‘g il appﬁuh’o‘n ;"” e A g

than 6 months ago. Apparently, however, it conﬁnum o exist,
since it has sentgt?vo delegates fo Moscow. The Mandate Com-
mission thought it necessary o refuse credentials. .

The recogaition of the mandates of the C.P. of Ausfria
emailed difficulies. Three comrades came from Austria ‘with
credentials given in Vienna on October 17 and 19. One of them
left Vienna ag early as October 19. On October 22 we received
a telegram from the Executive Commnittee of the Austrian Party
cancelling three credentials, and consolidating all the credentials
upon the Austrian representative on the executive, comrade Griin.
The telegram stated that the Austrian Parly could not afford to
defray the travelling expenses of {he thrée delegales to Moscow.
Notwithstanding this ie'?ram, the three delegates arrived. Thus,
we had, on the one hand, Comrade Griin with three credenm
and on the other hand the three delegates with what they rega
as valid credentials from the Ausirian Executive Conynitiee. The
Mandate Comission decided, on the proposal of the four Austrian
comrades, fo recaogmise the credentials of the {hree who had
specially come from Vienna, and also to give the t to vote
{0 the fourth comrade. Thus the Austrian Party has 4 duly
accredited representatives. : ,

Speaking' Fencrally the distri of mandates convey iy
the right to vole and of mandates giving a comsultative voce
merely (when there were numerous delegates ‘with valid cre
dentials) has been effected on the following principlés. As a 1y,
those comrades who -have come from their respective countiies
direct o the congress have bees,given the right to vote, whercag
these comrades who had beea for oomq&me resident in Mos. ow
and were no longer in direct touch with their respective count: .
have been given a ‘consultative voice only.

’ Furthermore, upon the instructions of the Presidium 1. ¢
were admitted to the Congress of the Cominfern with a (.
sultative voice all the delegates 1o the Profintern congress, a4
those delegates to the Young Comimunists Congress who 1
already arrived iu Moscow were given 'visitors .cards for e
Comintern Congress. Admission with a _consultative voice . s
also granted l:o two of ﬂ:e{ deiega'e% fo the Cgoperplwc Cony: i’
seeing. that the question ¢ ation is under discussiop a1 ‘I
Eombtern Congress 204 (hesk tea somtades hag, thercton.
work upon the comumission.” -~ '
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Open

Letter

To the Second International and the Vienna Working Union.

To the Trade Unions of All Countries, and the Hague International Conference of Trade Unions
. and Cooperatives!

The Slogan of the 1V. Congress: United Front!

The 1V. Congress of the Communist International, comprising
| 02 parties of Europe, America, Asia, and Australia, has con-
firmed that which the Enlarged Executive of the Communist
International has already twice resolved: that it is the duty
of all communist parties to devote all their energies towards
organizing the working class into a solid united front, in order
to resist the attack mow- being made by world capital on every
position of the working class. Thus the highest tribunal of the
communist parties has cenfirmed that which has been the aim
-and object of our last year’s work, and has sounded as the
slogan for our coming work: The struggle for the united front
of the world proletariat, the struggle jor unity, for the common
defense of all proletarians, regardless of their political tendency
and attitude,

As early as last spring the Communist International already
tpplied o the Second International, and to the Vienna Working
Union, with the request that they participate in a Workers’

orld Congress for the purpose of organizing this common
fight for saving the eight hour day, against wage reductions,
against the loss of .everything which has been gained by the

ade unions, against the renewed armaments, and against the
da{lger of new wars. At the Berlin Conference of the represen-
fatives of the three executives, the representatives of the
Commqnist International made this proposal. The parties of
the Second .International rejected it. As a first condition for
theicon*genﬁon of a world workers’ congress, the Second Inter-
ational demanded that the Soviet Government abandon its

'OPposition {o those parties attempting to induce the Russian
Proletariat to renotince the most important conquests of the

‘the proletariat

revolution, to give up the possession of the factories and fo
replace the power in the hands of the bourgemsie; as a second
condition the demand was made that the Communists ccase

propagafing their views within the trade unions, and give up
combatting those trade union heads who are in favor of weaken-
ing the struggle of the working class against the bourgeose,
although the intensification of this struggle is an  obvious
necessity. The Communist International was obliged to decline
these proposals, for their acceptance would have been tantamount
to the abandonment of the whole aim and object of the United
Front. We are working for the united front with the aim of
increasing, not lessening, the fighting and defensive powers of
the proletariat against the international bourgeoisie.

Six Months of Capitalist Offensive.

Another hall year has passed since the failure of our proposal
to form a united proletarian front for the organization of the
proletarian defensive struggle. This half year saw the uninter-
rupted advance of the bourgeorsie in all countries.

In England the reactionary elements of the bourgeoisie have
gained the upper hand. They have put an end to Lloyd
George’s attempts to conceal the aggressive policy of English
capital beneath phrases expressing anxiety for peace and for
the reconstruction of Eurgpe. The Conservative Party, uow
reigning ‘supreme, has proclaimed “law and order” as its
watchword, and “non-interference of the state in economics”,
that is, it gives capital a free hand in the strangulation of
Its first step was the attempt to do away with
the minimum living wage. Bonar Law evcn refused 1o lisfen
to the unemployed.
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In France the government gave the command to shoot at
striking workers in Le Havre, only 4 years alter the_wholetzle
bloodbath. The French government attacks the eight hour
day o‘:m]]y. . . /

In Germany the coalition governmeni of Social Democrats
and bourgeoisie has openly and unequivocally deéclared that the
sole means of stabilizing the mark is to squeeze more work ouf
of the under-nourished proletarian masses. It has opealy
proclaimed that the last vestige of economic control is to be
done away with, that is, that ruthless speculation is to be given
a free hand. The new Cumo government is a government of
industrial magnates, and the fore-runner of the open dictatorship
of the iron and coal barons. The character of this government
is so motoriously reactionary, so unmistakably directed against
the first intercsis of the working class, that the Social Demo-
crats were obliged 1o refus: to enter it. From Bavaria the
extrenie counter-revolutionists are preparing an armed attack
on the last remnasts of the November Revolution, oun the
republic. They are encouraged in their efioris by the success
of the Fascisti in Italy, where the dictatorship of the sabre was
proclaimed without the slightest resistance being offered by the
democratic bourgeoisie, where the partiament has become a zero
and now aims at so strengthening the rule of the bourgeoisie,
that the working class is to be forced to place itself unreservedly
at the disposal of capital, with blopd and sweat.

In Czecho-Slovakia the capitalists are throwing thou-
sands of workers inio the streets daily. Unemploymemt in-
creases; ome lock-out affer another is utilized fo reduce the
workers’ wages.

Austria has been crushed into a colony of Eutente capital
Austrian finance is fo be put on a sound basis at the expemse
of the Austrian werking class, by means of siarvation wages
for the workers and the lower officials of the dvil service.
The representatives of Enteute capital are to be lords over life
and death of the Austrian masses.

In the United States of America the employers are
attempting to destroy the trade unions by depriviug the workers
uf the right to orgamize. Capital is to posses ifs mighty frusis,
and no-ope is to drink a glass of milk without tribute to the
Trust. But the working class is fo be scatjered by every puff
of wind,—hke sand.

In South Africa, General Smuts, the gem of iniernational

liberalisin, s playing the Grand Executioner. General Smuis,
pacifist of the League of Nations, not only commands workers
on strike to be shot down, but he has the leaders of the South

African mning struggle, provoked by his government, hanged
eight monihs later.

New Wars Ahead.

All these are facts showmng how the most elementary
wterests of the worlong class are being trampled underioot.
But the capitalist offensive is not alone directed {owards
ntensified exploitation of the proletariat, but the danger of
a fresh imperial world slaughier looms ahead with appalling
clearness. Up to to-day no single capitalist state has set about
carrying out the reduction of naval armaments resolved upon by
the Washington Conlerence. Not a single old batile-ship has
been scrapped. The building of new war-ships has not been
interrupted.

The proposal made by the Russian Soviet Government, for
disarmament, or at least for the reduction of land armaments,
was rejected at Genoa by all capitalist powers. The League of
Nations is impotent; it can accomplish nothing in this direction,
even if it wanted to. The resolutions of the League have to
be unanimous, and require the ratification by the governments
opposed fo disarmament.

Europe ie bristling with weapons, now more than before
the war. And during the Near Fastern crisis in September of
this year the world had the opportunity of seeing what this
means. Europe was saved from a new war solely by the requncia-
tion of the Turkish Government of its right o occupy its
capital city, and to cross the passage fo
Dardenelles; solely by the renunciation of the Turkish govern-
ment of its right of self-determination. The English trade

that capital,—the .
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unions and the English Labor Party accused Lloyd Geor,.
having stirred up a géw war, & war which would not be co,,,
to the Batkans. And who can be sure that the conse,,. .,
government of ‘England will ‘nof .defend the rapacious i, s
of English Imperialism with ag much delermimation .. | |

George’s government?

With infinite pains, the Soviet Government has |,
upon Poland, Lithuania, Esthonia, and Finland, to meei (.
for a disarmament conference im Moscow. Roumania it
represenfed ai the congress, because the Roumanian Boy. |,
manded, as a reward for appearing at the conference, . .
oi Russian ground, Bessarabia, and the peasants dwell
it. At the moment when the IV. Congress of the Con:
International is adjourning, the Moscow Conference is
ended. But the withdrawal of the representatives of the
slates of the Entente shows plainly enough that they it
desire any reducfion of armaments. This then, means: 11,
great war, which cost the lives of 12 mjllions of hwuman t, g,
was uof the Jast war. The bourgeoisie is preparing new ..

The IV. Congress <’ the Communist International a; .,
to the workers of the Second Intérnational and of the \ .y,
International, to the millions of workers organized n 4
unions throughout the world, {o theiy leaders, amd to th. .y
ference at the Hague, with the question:
. Are you going io stand there ipactive, and look oy
while the eight hour day, the first condition for the .
the working class, is destroyed?

While ihe standard of living “of the workers of the . dest
industrial  couatries is being .reduced to that of a (1 nese
coolie; while the most elemenfary rights of the worke: by
the aid of which you heoped~to attain emancipation fron the
capitalist yoke along peaceful: lines, are being sumatched 1rom
you; while the dictatorship of capitalism is being ‘estaliished
are you going io remain imactive and look on while vicio:ous
capital, unhindered, dictates g fresh war in which you .. 1
bleed in the interest of capitalism?

The 1V. Congress of the-Communist International . s
to all ifs affilialed parties, and to all sympathizing trade . s
in ail countries, state for siafe, country for country, to ple - tns
question before the labor parties, and to summon them 1. b
unitedly against the legal or practical abolition of the eigi: 'our
day, against wage reductions, against the deprivation ' rhe
working dass of its liberty of movement, against fresh
ments, against the danger of new wars, for the minimun g
wage ol the workers, for disarmament, and for peace a: .y
the peoples. '

The Call of the IV. Congres of the Communist Intc:
national.
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The IV. Congress of the Communist International '1us
lolthemndm andlotheViennaWorkinglmm
with the plain question whether they are willing, now, ajter cir
policy has rendered the position of the working class w e

ore, (o join hands for the establishment of a U nied
Front of the internalional proletariat, for the struggle [or he
primary rights and interests of the working class,

It turns to the Amsterdam International with the que- on,
if it is willing to tease ils splitting tactics in the trade un.ons
and its tactics of expelling the Communists out of the trade un o
i it is willing to help lead a united proletarian fron: it
action. .

The 1V. Congress of the Communist International apj.als
to the Hague conference of Trade Unions and Coopera: s,
assembled at the same fime as fhe capifalists of the Enfente yu'ler
in Lausanune, after the bankruptcy of the Versailles peacc 10
force a2 new Versailles peace on the Turkish pegple, and s
to sow the seeds for fresh wars. The Communist Internatimal ’
asks the Hague Conference if it is willing to ,join with us 1. 2
forward march of the working class, and to show the bourgeo:sie
that the international pcoletariat is no longer willing to be
dragged without resistance ‘on fo fresh fields of battle.

As we already eaid at the Berlin Couference, the (.ur
munist International does. mot expect the. parties of the Secid

L}
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jnternational, and of the Vienna Workers’ Union or the leaders
of ‘the "Amsiérdam Frade Union International, to fight for
the dictatorship of the proletariat which was and is our goal.
But we ask them if .they will fight against the dictatorship
of capital, if they are williug at least to utilize the last vestiges
of democracy for the purpose of organizing a resistance against
the victery of this same Capital which transformed the world
into one great grave, and is already digging fresh graves for
our proletarian youth. .

The Communist International has spoken.
ijts watchwords for the fight:

For the united front of the proletariat,

for the control of production,

for the eight hour day, .

for the minimum living wage of the prolefariat,

for the armament of the workers and the disarmament

of the bourgeoisie,

_for the workers’ governments of the united labor par-
ties as instruments in the struggle for the immediate interests
of the working class.

And now it is your {urn to speak, Second International,
Vienna Working Union, Amsterdam Trade Union International,
and Hague Conference!

Moscow, December 4, 1922.
The 1V. Congress of the Communist International.

| POLITICS .

dl:omrade Tchicherin on the Lausanne
Conference

Before leaving Moscow, comrade Chicherin gave one
of the Editors of the Russian Telegraph Agency the
following exposition of the fundamental problems of the
Near East and the program of the Soviet delegation at the
Lausanne conference.

The Problem of the Near East.

At the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles East meets West,
Europe meets Asia. Taken all in all, the struggle which has
arisen around this spot is one@between the imperialism of the
capitalist lands of the West and the exploited peoples of the
Fast. It is from this point of view that these exploited peoples
regard the fight of the Turkish people and their last brilliant
victory. In the great combat between world capital and the
peoples it oppresses, one of the leading parts is played by the
struggle for the Near East, the struggle for the Straits.

At the same time serious differences divide the great
powers who meet together at Lausanne to defend their supremacy
over the peoples of the East. It is just at this most sensitive
Ecographical spot of the old world, the frontiers between
-urope and Asia, that the jealousy between the great powers
endeavouring to dominate one another has always shown its
acutest character. Constantinople and the Straits” have “always
constituted the most imﬁ)ortam subject of the whole diplomacy of
the great powers. The Turkish empire, before the Turkish
people took its fate into their own hands, owed its existence
solely to the irreconcilable antagonism among the great powers,
es?ecially between Tsarist Russia and England. The-geographi-
cal position of the Mediterranean renders it the most important
of all seas, for over it flows the traffic between Europe and
Asia, for the world route between East and West, between The
Atlantic and the Pacific, leads through it, and it contains the
most important fulerums of world imperialism and especially
the basis of England’s world ‘sovereignty. .

The conquest of the Straits by Tsarism would have
secured access to these world waterways for Tsarisf Russia,
and in addition an extremely imporiant and strong \strategic
naval base backed by the gigantic territories of Russia. Thus
durin% the 19th century Great Britain exerted all her forces, to
keep Tsarism from approaching Constantinople. -And it was not
by accident that, when German rule extended to Consiantinople,
and. began to. stretch out its feelers across Baﬁ‘qad into the

It has issued

déphts of Asia and in the direction of India, that
anln-gdnism:‘s‘whidl led to- the world ‘war.

e Near East,

the Bagdad peninsula, Became the- object of one of .the sharpest ' -her econemic life is characterised

Soviet Russia’s policy in the Straits question.
Fresh problems have cropped l_llp within this problem,
After three.{ears of heroic fighting the Turkish people has save

itself from the dar;ier thre,afening its existence; it has liberate
nearly the whole of Turkish land from foreign pression, an.d
18 now endeavouring to create a politically an economicaliy

independent state, permitting no enslavement nor exploitation of
the Turkish people by other countries or by Western capital,
Soviet Russia, the ‘young workers’ republic, supports the
oppressed peoples, and follows this fight against world capital
with the f{allest S{mpathy. Soviet Russia 1s herself threatened
world capital, which seeks to exploit Russia. In the
Near East, Russia defends the right of seli-determination of the
peoples, and their complete economic and political independence;
she %wes fullest support to the sovereign rights of the Turkish
people as the owner of the Straits and the adjoining coasts.
All thought of aggresion is far removed from the Soviet republic;
its sole desire is the preservation of peace on the Black Sea, and
the security of its own coasts. Full realization of the principle
of Turkish sovereignty over Turkish land and water, the cam-
plete exclusion by Ttrkey of foreign war ships from {he Straits,
perfectly free traffic for (he merchant marine, and the complete
security of Turkey’s political and economic independence in
every respect—these are the main points of Soviet Russia’s
Near Eastern policy, determined by Russia’s general Iprim:iples;.
by the interesis of peace on the Black Sea, and finally, by the
wish to secure the Soviet coasts. .

England’s policy.

England is striving in a diametrically oppesite direction.
England would like her fleet to have the right to pass freely
thraugh the Straits, and would like to keep the coasts of
the glra‘ils under the immediate contro! of her troops.
or of the so-called international commissions over which England
wields overwhelming influence. England is concerned over her
numerous positions in the Mediterranean and also in the FEast,
on the Black Sea and in the Indian Ocean: England’s predom.
inance in the Mediferranean is a necessary factor in her world-
command of the seas. England therefore finds it hard to
renounce claim to such a strong strategic position as that
afforded by the Straits, from where the relation of forces im
the Mediterranean can best be influenced. While Turkey is fighting
in the elementary interests of her existence, England’s program
in the Straits and in the Near East is diametrically opposed:;

for England is fighting for the most imporfant positions of
her world domination.

France’s Policy.

In the Near Easi, as in every part of the world, France
is always the enemy of England. ngland and France have
for centuries been hereditary enemies, and now, after a mutual
victory over the opposing imperialist coalition of the central
European powers, they are competing with one another with
ever increasing intensity, and the antagonism between them
becomes acuter every day. The new France which emerged
from the war, an enterprising industrial France, is seeking new
economic connections, markets, and sources for raw materials,
and resumes her. old traditional strivings for expansion. In
pursuance of these objects France is frying to assume the
role of protector of Turkey, with the idea of obtaining a rulin
position in that ceuntry, of seizing the ores and other natur
riches of Asia minar, and of forming over it a network of
French railways. The new so-called Mediterranean policy of
France represents an irreconcilable contradiction to the funda-
mental tendencies of English world expansion and English
dominion of the seas. The struggle between England and
France for mastery in Asia Minor and in the Striats is one
of the most essential items of their antagonism. But now that
it is a question as to wheter it will be possible for the capitalist
states to maintain .domination over the Eastern peoples at all,
Poncaré turns suddenly to England, and joins in the fight
of the Western exploiters against the Eastern exploited.

ltaly’s rdle.

Haly represents an unexpected new factor at Lausanne,
for her foreign policy is insz‘i,red by an unusual spirjt of enter-
prise and courageous initiative. Haly now feels herself to be
a young and ﬁower,ﬁdcountr whose power increases day by
day, hile the population: of France is gradually decreasing,
that of Ialy is creasing rapigly. In this respect she has
alreadiy overiaken France. Her riches are increasing, she will
soon.be economically one of the strongest countries of Eurepe;.
i by greater activity and
peoductivity -than that of France




In ltaly the consciousness of growing power has exfra-
ordinarily increased, and Italy now presents self at Lausanne
with an independent policy, the pux?)ort of which has not yet
been made known to the outer world. Italy does not possess
such long-standing and firmly rooted economic interests in
Turkey as Eogland and Franoce, so it is easy for her {o appear
as a friend on the side of Turkt{‘éagainst England. On the other
hand, ltaly must keep in with the other great European powers,
and her ever-increasing strivings after ex ion will scarcely
allow her fo agree to the complete emancipation of the peo, les
of the East from every form of oppression and exploitation by
the: European powers. ltaly’s dpolicy at Lausanne will be
distinguished by complexity and by unexpected changm of
scenery. Italy is striving to resist the predominance ol Eng-
land and France, and with the clear i of best protecting
her own inferests, has already adopted the line of approaching
and recognizing Soviet Russia, conscious that thus the most
advantageous results can be obtained for herseli and
Russia alike.

The Little Enteate.

The Little Entente, this echo of the Entente, appears at
Lausanne as the fourth Euro power, and ho to obtain
some advantage to itself by submitting to the will of the Entente.

Our task at the conference.

The Soviet Republic rs at Lausanne as the o ite
pole of world policy, as the friend of the %p ressed and é_?p ited
peoples of the East, and especially as the defender of all Turkish
rights in the Straits, and as advocates of the complete exclusion of
al? wars hips from the Straits. Without Russia itis not possible
to come to any permanent agreement at Lausanne on questions
dealing with the Near East. The Russian delegation will not
sign any agreement or treaty not in accord with the fundamental
principles of the Soviet republic. The inde ence of Turkey,
the recognition of all the legal rights of the Turkish people in the
Straits and in all districts inhabited by Turks, the usion of
foreign war ships from the Straits in the interests of peace in
the Black Sea, and the free passage for trading versels, —these
are the theses of our program at Lausanne, theses based on the
principles of our policy, and in the interests of peace, the
&r’o‘uction of our coasis and the approaches to our coasts. The

viet Republic is fully conscious that without its participation
no permanent agreement can be reached in the Near Eastern
question. But it will only participate in such an agreement
when it is in accord with the fundamental principles and the
Near Eastern program of the Soviet Republic. .

The Peace Conference of the Amsterdamers
By H. ?randler.

On December 10 the * Peace Conference ” convened by the
Amsterdam Trade Union International began at the Hague. In
its inaugural address it appeals (o all those organizations “ inter-
esied m the maiutenance ol peace”. The invifation has been
sen{ fo the various trade unions of all couniries, and to all
pacifist organizations, as v. as 10 the Russian {rade unjons. The
mauter of the invitation, and the agenda drawn up, characterize
this convenfion as an iglernational exhibition of petty bourgeois

ciiist sentimentality and ippotence. The agenda reads as
ollows:
1. Necessily of concentrating the forces tending to peace upon
a single aim, i0 accordance with the resolutions of the con-
gress at Rome.

2. What the labor orgamuzations have done for peace, and what
they can still do.

3. What the governments and political organizations have
done for peace, and what they can still do.

4. What can be done by instruction, and by the aid of edu-

cational insfitutions, 1o permeate the coming generation with
the idea of peace.

5. What can be done by private organizatigns in the struggle
against war.

The revolutionary workers of the world, and really sincere
lovers of peace, cannot be warned too emphatically against the
treacherous game of these social patriotic and pacifist congresses.
The will o peace, living in the proletariat after four years of
murder among the peoptes, and peunetrating far into the circles
of the bourgeoisie, is {0 be lulled to sleep iy such international
pageantry. However objectionable and counter-revolutionary the
ecslasies of “ heroic prolessors ” and capitalist politicians may be,

T ———
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whea they wax enthusiastic over the glori ‘war, if
be forgoiten that these are, in Am morcl b?:::am
than the shaHow petty bourgeois expositions, which form the bases
of such congresses, and aim at persuading the people that the whole

the ‘of humang irrationaly

and cau be done away with by 'ﬂ: proper “exertion of humay“'
reason” and by a weak solution of moral peace asseveratio,
War has its roots in the antagomistic rapacious interesis of 1.
uationally organised bourgeoisie just as revolution has its 1.,y
in the antagcnistic inferests of the classes. The brital war ]
ticians- are, to say the least, often of much supe;
hic!>rical understanding than the social patriotic apostles of Pea e
A professor Otto hontzsch or a Dellbriick, makes the mistake of
assuming thal the antagonistic interesis of the nations are efc;,
But Fimmen and Jouhaux make the greafer error of either f'. ,
to recognize these opoosing interests at all, or by failing to g i
the strength of capitalist interests as against all peace spet by
fying, or, if they grasp this, they still continue to deliver P
speeches aiming at distracting the working masses from i,
danger of war, and do so in the inferests of their hopeli
capitalist reconsiruction policy.

The record of the Second lnhmahomk’ belore the wi, |,
war, must strike alarm in every sincere friend of-peace. But !h:
Amsterdam Infernational bﬁ on manufacturing peace reso'u.
in the same manoer as the war, just as if there had ne. -
been a world war. The one single step forward made by the
Rome Congress as compared with Basle is that, besides :he
Swisg and the Dutch, the Germans too declared themselves |
pared {o agitate for the weaeral strike as a means of preventing
war. As is well known, at the international at Basle the Gerniiy,
under the leadership of August Bebel, rejected the proclanut.
of the general sirike in case of war. At the international !, le
union congress of the Amsterdammers, held at Rome this \ .
Robert Williams ﬁipgland) warned the congress against {llus g
a3 to the possibitities of carrying through a general strike. |,
{heory (that is, to keep the workers quie in the interests of e
bo ie) he is in favor of the idea. But he caufiously ad f-f,
that in acfual practice u..re would be difficulties. A sly fox iy
ils plang beforchand. Williams has crealed a reservation .
himself. On the next occasion of betrayal of the working 1.
he will be able to quote hie own words, and to maintain tha: n
Rome in 1922 he readg declared his inlention of betraying ihe
workers, and defending hie native country in oconumunity “nl'lli
bourgeomsie.

Congresses of this description will cpntinue to be a i
80 long as they regard each capifalist war danger as an isola! (
case and combat it as such. The Iniernational of the Amsterdaies
and of the peity bourgeois pacifists, will continue {0 be COMmpa -y
of deceived deceivers so long as’they devote energy to working
lowards “normal conditions® of capifalis{ cons ruction, 1nd
refuse to fake up any real struggle against. capitalism during 1
period between two wars, but start to combat war when a fr<h
war has broken out.” Really efficient war against war cons -is
solely in an organized and untiring struggle against every «
pression of capitalist existence, and must be carried out in he
" period of peace”. Duripg this “period of peace” capitali~n
rallies its forces for war. At the moment when a war breaks . '
capitalism is invariably at the summit of.its power, and the 1t
tempt to struggle against war at a time when capitalism is ot
powerful means taking up a struggle just when it has the least
prospect of success. ) :

Efficacious fighting against the danger of war meuns
awakening revolutionary forces, organizing them, and -leadiny
them into battle for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, fur
abolishing capitalism, and for building up the socialist state

he

. As may be seen by the intervention policy of the poww:s
warring agains{ Soviet Russia, the bm:rgr:ﬁs»{: will lc)gm'm
socialism so long as it possesses a remmani of military powt
This fact proves that even after the proletariai has overthrow o
the bourgeoisie in ils own country, it mus{ still possess military
forces enabling it to defend itsell against the internal and extern.|
attempls to re-inlroduce capitatism. War is the most brutal aii
cryel form in which the old mliﬁkclm fights for its own interess
and\ no amount of pacifist talk. can erase the fact that (h:
proletariat too, at the commencement of its str gle, faced with
exisling conditions, is forced to use these same brutal means
order o ward off its deadly enemy.

The theory and practice of those convening the peace con
ference at the l¥ague prove that they ul'tirdymignil topx?:bognize
any of these hard facts. The bankrupt polificians of capitalis|
reconstruction t at The Ha to" carry on a sham fight
against war and for peace, aodm thus to deceive themselves
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and the-working people of the world ag 1o fhe actual bankruptcy
of their politics, '

The Russian {rade umions have accepted the invitation.

They- are cerfainly under no delusions as to the choice spirits

who have arran a rendezvous at The Hague. The fact that
they sent comrades Lozovsky and Radek as dele%ates guarantees
that the meetings will hear some very disagreeable home truths.

The firet peace comedy at The Hague was organized by the
Tsar Nieolas, when in the year 1898, he was anxiogus to vei)l, his
imperialist designs behind the palm of peace. The social patriots
of Amsterdam, who convene a peace conference at the Hague in
1022 in order to veil the universal bankruptcy of their policy of
capitalist recomstruction, have invited the Russians in ihe hope
that these will either decline to come, or permit themselves to
be utilized as mere walkers-on. This plan will come to grief
precisely as the plan of Nicolas II., who wanted the prestige of
the'dip?omats of 26 countries, also came to grief.

The (paciﬁsm of 1922 is doubtless of greater significance
than that of 1898. Aftér years of cruel slaughter, the idea of peace
has taken root among th: masses. The social patriots seek to
keep the idea impotent. It is the task of the revolutionary workers,
and above all of the communists, to break up these peity bourgeois
wacifist combinations. The Russian delegation wilFework on these
ines. If success aitends the atiempt to set the latent forces into
activity, to give the impetus required to transform peity bourgeois
mpotence mto active revolutionary fighting against capitalism,
this will signify bringing broad masses into the struggle lowards
overthrowing the bourgeoisie and capifalism. The communisis of
ew.-ryl cﬁtmtry must regard this conference of social patriots in
this ligl N .

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

To the International Proletaridt!
Workers!

In the most important centre of Germany’s’chemical in-
dustry, Ludwigshafen, 30,000 workers of the German aniline frust
have on strike for more than two weeks. The external cause
of this conflict was the dismissal of three shop stewards, who
took advantage of their holidays to exercise their mandates as
delegates to the Shop Stewards Congress of Germany, held in
Berlin from 23rd to 25th November.

The real cause of the conflict is a long prepared general
attack, designed to deprive the workers of the eight hour day,
and to force them fo accept starvation wages in addition to the
ten hour day. The aniline kings, the French occupation authori-
ties, the German authorities, and the Amsterdam trade union
leaders, have closed their ranks to defeat the striking workers. The
autherities take the most brutal measures against the strikers,
and the Amsterdam trade union leaders refuse to help the sirikers,
or to aid this fight in defense of the eight hour day.

This conflict is of the greatest importance, not alone for the
German, but for the whole international proletariat. If the em-
ployers sticceed in depriving the workers of their first hard-won
rights, if they defeat the workers, the path is cleared for th-m
towards the introduction of the nine and then the fen hour day.
If they succeed in"starving the strikers into capitulation, then the
way is clear for carrying out Stinnes’ program, a program which
not only completely enslaves the German worker, but comdemns
the international proletariat to unemployment and hunger, for the
ctut-throat German competition must inevitably spell unemploy-
ment for the workers of the other countries.

The strikers, betrayed and deserted by the Amsterdam
trade union leaders, are standing as firm as a rock. Despite
Starvation and misery they are holding out. The German Slop
Stewards Congress issued an appeal for collections in aid of the
strikers. The German workers are giving generously, as wit
nessed by the first returns. But at least 40 million marks a week
are required fo finance the strike. The German proletariat alone
cannot afford this sum’ for any “length of time. The fighting
workers hope for the fraternal support of the proletariat of all
countries, The international aid aetion. of the proletariat must

lend a helping. hand here. - Workers! ‘Unite in fha class war,.

form a united front of all workers for the support of the Lud-
wigshaten workers! -

Exercise proletarian solidarity!
Prompt aid is required!
For the Executive of the R.I.L.U,
A. Lozovsky.
B Contributions should be addressed to:

Arthur Borner, Neukdlln, Elsenstrafie 83 or Postal check account
No. 140,042, Berlin NW. 7.

A Significant Communist Victﬁry in Turin
By Aljonso Leonetti.

On November 27 the election took place for two labot
represenfativeg for the administrative council of the unemployment
fund of the metallurgical industry. This was the first appeal to
the working masses in Italy since the seizure of power by the
Fascisti. During the carnival of “rioting ” in Turin the Fascisti
had set the labor bureau on fire for the second time, and the
glremises of the “Ordine Nuovo”, the communist dally paper of

e Turin working people, were p‘aced under mililary occupation
on the orders of the prime minister Mussolini. The workers of
the most important industrial centre of Piedmont might have
expected 1o find themselves in a most uncertain position, as they
were robbed of their press and the premises of their legal orga-
nizations. But the efforts of the police and Fascisti to desiroy the
workers’ organizations and to extinguish the voice of communism
have been in vain. This is proved by the election just held in thé
metallurgic industry.

The results of the election are awaited with the greatest
mnpatience by workers and industrial employers alike.

The results of the voting are, at the time of writing, not
yet final; a number of votes from some undertakings and from
small provincial working centres are still lacking. But the results
already gathered in are such that the final result can no longer
be allered; an exact reflection of the trend of feeling among the
metal workers' has a'ready been obtained.

The approximately final result is as follows:

Members of the unemployed fund . about 55,000
votes cast ., . . . . . . . . . » 35,000
for the sociakist Hst . . . . . . . . ., . » 14,000
for the commumist list . . . . . . ., . . » 14500
for the list of the clerical party . . . . . . " 1,800
Blank . . . . . . . . . . . . ... " 4,000
Inwvalid . . . . . ¥ & e 5 700

The election is characterized by the fact that, as a rule in
the large undertakings the great majority—irequently the whole
working body unanintously—voted communist. In smaller factories,
on the other hand, the so-’alist list almost everywhere gained the
majority. The election bore almost the same characteristics in
the labor centres ouiside of Turin: in the Aosta valley, for
imstance, where there are many small and medium undertakiu%s,
the majority voted socialist, but this was balanced by the results
in the Ansaldo works in Aosta, where the majority of the workers
voted for the communists. Villar Perosa, Avigliana, and Pinerolo,
voted commuamist, while Ceondore, Savigliano, Jorea, and the
whole of Canaven voted socialist.

Last year the votes were divided approximately as follows:
communiste: 13,000, socialists 12,000, elerical party 1100, demo-
crats 400.

It must be em ized that the socialist list was supported
by the managers of the works, by the directors, by non-party.
voters, and often even by the Fascisti. But after 2 years of
raging reaction and constant dismissals, 15 thousand com-
munist votes have been cast. Despite the knout of the Fascisti,
despite starvation and imprisenment, the industrial magnates
have nét succeeded in suppressing the communists.

The workers have joyfully welcomed the resulf so Javer-
able for the commumists, and we must also express our appreci-
ation of the heroic proletariat that remains-faithful to the cause,
despite the infamous ferror now raging in Haly against the
working class. i « —




‘possible subjecis of stock-jobbing operatious,

ECONOMICS

The Russian Financial Policy
By D. Loevetzhy.

OUn October 20. the counci of the people’s commissars con-
hirmed the decree regarding siock operafions on the exchange.
Stock exchanges will be extablished within a short finie in Moscow
and in other large cities. The queslion anises as to what policy we
shall pursue with regard to exchange standards. The opening
ol a stock exchange necessarily implies the cessation of the
monopoly ot 'securities by the state bank, and the revision of the
whole of our legislation relating o securities.

It would however be a mistake {0 suppose thai this revision
will compleiely do away with state regulation ol exchange ope-
rations.  The state of our security market excludes the possibility
ol 100 greal a liberalism in questious of gecurities. This would
only be possible if pormal condifions prevailed between supply
and demand w the securily imarket. Bui at ﬁne;mscni ftime
conditions are anything bul normal, and exceedingly unfavorable
for our rafe of exchange. .

During the firsi seven moniks of this year our foreign trade
shioywed the Jollowing figures:

Export  lugport

in 1000 gold roubles
lagwary . . . . 0 L L L L L L L 4447 22 855
February. . . . . . . . . . . . 1675 22791
Maych . ¢ v « & « « = & .. 2MB 27 390
April . . . . . . . . .. 4506 61 9
May . . . . . . . . .. 7407 84801
Jame . . ¢ . i s . s e s 4105 58 85U
Ty ... 6052 4120

As will be seen fram this staterpent, our cOmunercial balance
1s extremely adveise. And as our paying balaace consists almost
exclusively of our commrercial balance, there is a great demand

foreign securities, covered by mobilisation of cash reserves.

This i itself does ot exhaust the demaud for foreign
securities, 1 he depreciation of onr currency in our home markets
has resulted 1w a AQlight from the Soviet rouble and the accu-
nnilation of foreign securities.

I hese reazous render complete freedom of exchange opera
tons entirely unjossihle, as the excessive rise in prices of securi-
ties would give rise 1o ussound stock operations.

It must however nof be forgotien that any regulation, 10 be
of use, wust be effective, that is, the objects regulated must sub-
mit to the regulation, and vet must not be paralvsed by 1.

the objective conditions for such a regulation are favorable
I Russim The largest buyers of foreign securities are the slate
wstitulons, whose number 1s more or less Hinited, and whose
acivity can be controlied 10 the greatest extent. [his circumstance
secures the ellectivencss of the regulation.

The regulations respecting the stock exchanges limit the
} Fhese regulations
permit ouly the following to be members or frequenters of stock
exchanges: a) credit insiitutions, b) representatives of the stafe
bank. of ihe financial” and foreign t{rade commuission, and other
slate organs which are granted special legal rights of carrying
ou’ stock jobbing operaticus at the exanchange. c¢) All-Russian
co-oj¢rative associatwons, and provincial and district associa-
tions which are mentbers of the All-Russian Co-operative asso-
clation or are managed by at, d) private comumercial and indostrial
ucd: takings Laxed beyond a certan fixed amount.

A most important question is the establishitent of a fund
ol sccurities for the state, for purposes of import, and for enabling
an active policy (o be pursued with regard 1o securities.

Recent German regulations oblige exporters fo deliver a
certain part of their earmings on export operalions o the stafe.
This practice is also adopled by our regulations, which oblige
all stale, oo-oreraiive, and private uodertakings to deliver up
50 per cent of the total yield of their export operations io the
state bank.

Only those state authorities are admitted to the stock
exchanges whose activity is cosely connected with export and
import operations.

. I'be regulation of operations in securities in the above
mentioned decree consisis of the following two

The 'first regulates the demand by limiting the possibilities
of demand on the part of stafe institutions, the second guarantees

- T —

a sysiemalic digiribution of secuinilies by establishing a

Imx}!' of securities for fhe siate. it
Apart from these two faciors, adapied ¢o the objective ),

fion, operaions in securities will probably not be fimited by ey

conditions other than those cusiomary im normal times.

The reconsirucfion. —The crisis.

Immediately before the war, Belgium exported 90% oi 1.,
production, and imporied 80% of its requisite foodstufis. 1)
richness of its coal districts, is favarable geographical positios,
and the ity and cheapmess of its labar, made this comiry f
7 million inhabitants as imovortant centre of the refinimg iadus!: ,
In the year 1913, 14% of the population were emgaged im tr...
and mdustry. The ‘otal exports amounted io 20,885,182 {on.

The war led io the almost compleie rainm of the count:
Al the tune of the armistice 10% of medwdﬂg were destroyc,
of 54 blast furnaces only 3 were in working order, of the chemu i
factories only 5 were running; im the lextile iudusiry more thua
half the spindles were idle, mmmerons faciories were entircly
destroyed, a great part of the malesial had been carried awa,
the railways were much - ed, and had nol suificieat rolling
stock at their disposal ian poverameut estimaged (he
total loss sufiered by Belgium through the war at 30 billions of
francs. To this must be added 6 further Rpili for war ey
and bodily disablement and injuries, and 7 #illions resulting from
the introduction of the compulsory rate of exchange of fhe mu:k
during the war.

The restoration of Belgim’ economic strength was, and
still is, closely bound up with the tion problem. The CGr
mau paymeats in cash and kmd have greafly contributed 1,
national reconstruction. Up fo january 1921 Belgium had .
ceived from Germaay, m ies and re ments, .
total amount of 1,642,884,550 francs; in addition to ﬂ;lis, Bellg.mu
has a preferential claim {o cash paymests up to the value .t
2 bulimll) guld marks of which ﬁherm i 904 million gl
marks.

But however comsiderable the iafloence of the Geruuan
reparation payments may have been, this in ilself does not suific-
to explain thé rapid economic resioration of Belgian indust:,
The peace between capital and tabor, the co-operation of these
two. has ensured for Belgian capitafism the efficient help of thc
labor organizations during this critical period. Bepeath the
acgis of the socialist ministers, who preached social peace in 1!
nime of the “common good” the rising flood of the proletaris-,
which swelled he membership of the trade unions to 700,000, h-«
by its passivily conir..uted to the renewed strength of capitalisn
Apart from some few local strike mw::“m';ts; there have been uo
social conflicts during this period, no en ic ex siomns
of the class war. Capitalism has fhus been m m?;?ablish
the puowerful position of its underiakings without let or hindrance

A glance at the ecomomic life of Belgium during fhe pas
4 years suffices to disfinguish 3 characterisfic phases, coinciding
exactly with the different phases of development of the whole
Western Furope.

1. From December 1918 unfil fhe sufumn of 1920 we ob
serve an accelerated restorative work, a curve rising in every
direction. Production increases, wmemployment shows mo in
crease, the cost of living rises, wages aiso show a tendency to
rise; m shori, the situation improves from month to month.

2. From the autumn of 1920 until the third quarter of 1921
we experience a general severe depression, resultant on the world
economic crisis.  lndusirial restoration comes to a standstill,
produciion diminishes, prices and wages fall, and the capitalist
offensive makes its appearance.

3. Since_the third quarter of 1921 feeble sigus of improve
menl are again notioull; this improvement continoes during
the year 1922, but at a very slow rate, and does not overtake the
effects of the previous depression.

A fewfigures may serve to illustrate this movement withiu
the sphere of production (The production of the year 1913 is
taken at 100). ;

Branch of lndustry 1919 1920 1921 1922(Jemey
Coal mining - . . 809 980 95.2 880
Coke . . . . . .., ., 25 521 305 744
Pressed coal fuld , . . 977 1002 1027 ~ 879
Lime .. ..., . 342 634 510 —
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1021 1922(Juse)

Brasch of Industry 1919 1900
cast irom . . . . . 10.1 440 3.1 555
(rude steed ., , , . 135 51.0 310 543
rme siedd . . . . . 13.5 51.0 310 543
twe steel . . ., . . . 184 60.9 447 674
(rude zinc . . . . . . 9.7 41.2 324 488
I'late glass , . « 215 635 400 —
sugar . . . . . . . 015 102.5 1073 —_
( otton spinming . . . . — 50.0 809
Worsted wool spinning . — — 65.0 o
{mports 1919 1920
tstQuarter 31d “uarter tstQuorter 4tL Qu rier
Articles oi comsumption . 6.5 210 453
Kaw maferials . . . 24 120 202 456
I mished manufactures 16.2 437 124 - 826
Expor:s
Articles of consumption . 0.5 40.0 269 23
Kaw maiermls . . . . 6.0 49.4 316 483
t inished manufactures . 14 26.9 616 913

During the first moaths of the year 1920, and in the course
of the year 1021, the reconstruction of the country was hindered
m cvery possible respect by the world crisis of capiialism.
Be.gium could not help being affected by the results of the lost
inivrnational equilibrium, the collapse, of the currency, the pro,
tec1ive duties imposed by other states, and the changed relatiou-
stips of power. The upward imdustrial movement came abrupily
to a siandstill again. A sinking of production is observable in
every branch of ndustry.

Oul of the 54 blast furnaces working' in 1913, 28 were running
again m 1920. This number again eased in the year 1921,
from month to mosth, untid by Oclober only 11 were still run-
ping. The production of cast irpn, which fad reached 61% of
its pre-war standard in December 1920, went back fo 19.5% by
Sepiember 1921, The cotion Sﬁingers were idle for 3 {o 4 days
in the week; work in the wool, hemp, and jule spinning mills was
retuced to about a half. In Aungust 1921 the plate glass works
were working with 3 cislerns only (18 in January of the same
ear, and 27 in the year 1913). Usemployment mcreased, and
{)’ May amounted to 32.3%. Wages, which according to agree-
ment were to be adjusted to correspond {o the cost of living,
were everywhere reduced.

In the third quarier of the year 1921 signs of general im-
provement were agamn observable. Production became more stable
and rose gradually. Unemployment decreased. Iu the year
1922 business activily has slowly increased from month to moath.
In July 1922 the coke production was 227,590 tons. lu the same
month 27 blast furnaces were working, the cast iron production
was 127,220 toms, the raw steel production 112,040, and the
cotton mills were working with 1,629,921 spindles. In August
the output of the wool, hemp, and jule spinning mills atiained
8% of the production of 19013. In September the plate glass
works were again working with 22 cisterns. In November 35
blast furnaces were at work. Thus unemployment iu July was
Bol above 4.1%.

This improvemen in the economic situation is however
by no means final. The indusirial reconstruction, hthdered by
the crisis, is not by any means completed. Despite the renewed
activity of industrial operations, the financial situation of the
state is as bad as before. In June of this year the national trade
balance showed a deficit of 33%. The minister Theunis exerted
the utmosi endeavours to place the finances on a sounder basis.
The budget for 1923 shows a certain decrease in state expendi-
fure, and an increase of regular state revenue. But the inflation
is still considerable. The state debt has risen from 5 billions in
the year 1014 to 34 billions at the t time. The momentary
iniprovement is merely a swing of the pendulum in the severe.
ciisis shaking world capitalism. <

THE IV, WORLD CONGRESS!
Educational and Versailles Questions .

{Radio to “luprecorr..)
After the session has been opened, Hoerale (Germany),
nises to give his report on the education question. l:: speaks as '

bollows:

e e I .

aud ecounoutic kno\v!edg!, but an amount of kmowledge enablis
them to apply the Marxian methods. It is of pamaﬂl?}gunponmz

bave the party lunctionaries traived for their special spheres
of work. The work of educafion is entirely in the service of
revolutionary class war; it must be centrally led and o i
In all prolelarian cultural organizations there must be m
functionaries doing revoluiionary education work. Art, photogra 3
and the stage must be pressed ino service. 1he workoiqﬁmlio-
amoug the communist youth must receive material and ideal
support. A sge_cnl section of the Fxecutive of the Cominlers
should: be established for leading aod superinteading the work of
education. . .

_The comunission oonsiders

Marxian academy in Moscow.

. Comrade Lenin Krupskaya points out that the Russian Com-
nrunist Pafzehu bad wuch experience iu the agilation question
Every member of the party must be an active member. At the
Second Congress fhe question led 10 a split.  Already at that
tume Lenin demanded active party membership, whilst Mariov
was couten! with the of the program, and did not
require any active participation of members in the party work °
During the nioelies ibere were tendencies in (he Russian party
which assumed that theory was of no umportance, and that the
main point was agitation only. Another tendency proclaimed that
economic questions only were of importance. *he Lenin group
cotithalted these ou the ground that not only agitati
but also theoretical knowledgex is of importance. Agilation
be commenced on questions of interest 1o the masses. Therefore
the Bolsheviki made it their firs{ work io expose the economic
misery of the working class, then its rivation of political

his, and then, chiefly during the war, fo deal with {he Question
ol war. It is nof rhetoric, not efiective speaking, which we require,
but we must express clearly the will, the desires, and the aims
of the proletarial. Art, placards, music, and the theatre, can all
render excellent service in agifation work. The formiation of
Bropa.ganda circles is an old tradition of the Russian Communist
arty. In the past such propaganda circles imparted Marxian
education to the old Bolshevila in exile and in prison alike.
A great longing for theorefical education 4nay now be observed
among the masses. Youihful workers must learn untiringly. When
the world revolution comes, the Russian working class will not
only lead the {heorefical combat, but will also be ready for war.
The theses on the work of education are handed over fo
the presidium.
This s folowed by Marcel Cachin’s report on the
Versailles Peace.
He speaks to the following effect: The treaty of Versailles
is perhaps doing more harm thar the war itsell. In Brussels the
bourgeoisie attempts in vain to improve the so-called work of
peace. For Frauce, too, Versailles represents a conslantly bleeding
wound. The delusion that Germany would pay has vapished.
One part of the French bourgeoisie recognizes that for thiree or
even five years the French budget will merely snffice 10 cover
the inferest on war debts. Up to now France has received no
paymeuts, and only inconsiderable payments in kind. On
the other hand 80 billions have been expen for restoration work
and 12 billion gold francs for the army of occupation. A strong
current of opposition against the Stinnes-Lubersac agreemient is
observable in French capifalist circles. It is questionable if such
agreemerils can be carried out. The am of the French bour-
geoisie is once more the occupation of the left bank of the Rhine
and of the Ruhe district under the mame of autonomy. The main
object is the exiermination of German industry in favor of the
French metal indusiry. As England and America have not signed
the guarantee contract, the French bourgeoisie is anxious to secure
the contract for France by means of occupations. The new states
ssess none of the pre-requisites necessary for their independence.
l;(heoouapaeoftheralcolexchmgehmo(huresxmofme
Versailles treaty. The bougmuue cannot  solve. this problem.
It is the duly of the French party to fight against Versailles,
against militarism, aod for disarmament and evacuafion of the
bank of the Rhine. This requires that the Communist Parties
of France and Germany continually work together, and keep up
a confinuous exchauge of parly workers, i
The speaker wishes the pi of action against Ver-
sailles to be drawn up before m conference.
is. Klara Zetkin, ia the name of the idium,
welcomes the Italian comrade Geanari, who was %ﬁ!
Faacisli. Gesnari is requested to take a place in the presi
The Congress strikes up the the Jateraational and gives Gennari
" enthusiastic 'welcome. =
, the Halian party has

desirable the esfablishment of a

Gennari speaks 1o the effect that
light furthes.

intact, sod will
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The next speaker is Smeral, on the Versailles peace: The
independence of the new states 1s merely fictitious, in reality
they are vassal states of French imperalism. The trez;iy of Ver-
saiﬁcs did not take into consideration the economic and political
interests of the peoples, nor their right to self deternfination, bul
staris from (he imperialist and militarist standpoint. The slogan
was: Divide and rule. Instead of the economic unily of ceniral
and souithern Europe being brought about, these states were
Balkanised. The new states strive after their economic self-
sufficiency, which involves a fetfering and waste of productive
force. As an example the speaker ciles Czecho-Slovakia, where
indusiry is being systematically destroyed. National mrinorities
are everywhere %ceing suppressed bl\"l the militarist reactionary
regime. Czecho-Slovakia 1s a stronghold for French imperialism
against Germany, Austria, and Soviet Russia. The overthrow of
the Habsburg monarchy was historically progressive, but the
economic, national, and political problems of central and east
Furope can only be solved by a Soviet federation. .

Radavenovitch (Youﬁoslavia) points out that the new
stales possess no vitatity, and that the peace treaties are iny nossible
of execution. There 1s constant danger of war in the Balkans.
The national problems are not solved. The oppressed minorities
are obliged 1o adopt the weapons of passive resistance and
sabolage against the mewly created states. The liitle Entente ‘s
a creation of French imperialism against Germmany and Soviet
Russia. French imperialism, finances and organizes reaction and
militarism in the lands ol the little Entente. Fiume, Tessin,
Saloniki—these furnish constant matter for conflicts.  The
breakdown of economric unity has created greai anigonisms within
the litle Entente. Militarism, reaction, and exceptional laws
against the working class, characterize the situation in the basin
of the Danube and in the Balkans. The Comununist Parfies must
fake aclion for the formation of federative republics.

The congress then resolves to send a telegram of greeting
to the Al Indian Trade Union Congress at Lahore.

The ltalian and Czech Questions

(Radio to “lnprecorr.’.)

Alter the session is opened, Zinoviev speaks on the ltalian
question, to the following effect: The hislory of the last few
years, writlen in the blood of the workers, shows in ltaly all
the weaknesses and the whole tragedy of the labor movement.
The working class is numerically strong enough to overthrow
the bourgeoisie, but intellectually and Eoliﬁcaly it is still too
weak, for vestiges of the influences of the bourgeoisie siill exist
m the n.:nality of the working class. This is esp._ ally the (.se
in Italy. In 1914 the Second International drove the workin
masscs into the war, in 1919 Social Democracy threw itsel
protectingly before the bours eoisie and declared: If the bourgeoisie
15 to be allecked, it will only be over my dead body. By this
action Social "emocracy saved capitalism. In 1919 the trend
of feeling among ‘he masses was completelv revolutionary. Even
th= lalian sociz!.sts acknow'edged this. At that time Serrati
wrote fo the Executive that he Halian workers would not w srk
any longer for the possessing class. The socialist party became
strcnger. In the year 1914 ﬁw Italian socialist party mumbered
58,000 nembers, at the end of ‘019 {he nwmber had increased to
217,000. Duri ~ the same period the nur“er of trade union
members rose from 320,000 to 2% millions. The masses hoped
that the party ‘.ould lead them to battle and victory. The reso-
lution passed by the Socialist Parly of Italy at the party conference
at Bologna was in favor of the revolutionary struggle of the
Communist International.

After Bologna, the reformists remained in the party for
the purpose of destroying it from within. The Halian reform’s's,
with a wonderfully elastic capacity of accomodation, disguised
thermselves as commmmists. ’Arragona, Dugoni, and Turati
played a grand masquerade. D’Ar. . gona, whe i.. Petrograd called
for cheers for the communists, was one of the founders of the
Profintern. A{ thai time the Comintern was the fashion, and for
this reason the 21 points rendered us excellent service, as ‘hey
prevented too great a stream of reformists and centrisis entering
our ranks. But the comedy did not last long. There came the
occupation of the factories, and the formation of Red Guards in
Haly. At that time the leaders of the frade unions negotiated
with the leaders of the socialist party for five days and nights.
D’Arragona and the trade union leaders threatened to resign.
upon which the socialist party capitulated. IY’Arragona negotiated
first with the nrini-fers, then with the leaders of the trade unions,
and finally with the socialist party, forging the last link in the

—

chain ‘of betrayal, Afler.this ‘began the capitalist offensive w1,
has now ended with the viclory oinuss?_lini.

What role was .the Comintern. playing. during this per., .
Before the time of the occupafion of the factories, the Execyi .
had already pointed out that Serrati’s fundamental error 1,
his making a fetish of unity with the reformists. Serrati, .,
was anxious for partf' umity -at any price, complained that ;...
were no suitable people (o be en{rusted with municipal admin, .. ,.
tion. Unity became an idol behind which treacherous . .,
against the Comintern was concealed. At L rn Serrat .||
declared himself against a split. He defended Turati, alib. .,
Turati's paper: Critica Sociale was a bourgeois counter-rc.,J,.
tionary organ, supporled by the Banca Commerciale. The
at Leghern was a necessity, and under similar cireumsta,
the Comintern will insist upon a split. In reply {o Lenin’s lo:
m which he said thai the parly should not make immediate . .,
lution, but should prepare for revolufion, and that therefo:, e
expulsion of the reformis's was necessary, Serrati answei.| y
the time with the question: “Who is reformist?” But now ..,y
sparrow proclaims from the house-tops what reformism is. 1\,
now even Serrati knows who is reformist. The young and ..
Italian Communist Party has saved the honor of the revoluti iy
working class of Haly. :

Info what paths has the movemeni been led by relo: )
The socialist party lost three quarters of its members, the 1. e
unions more than one and a half millions. Reformism has ot
only betrayed the revolution, but completely ruined the pariy,
Serrati relied upon the compact between the socialist party .nd
the trade umions. The speeches mad> by Mussolini, Turaii, 4ng
others, in the Halian parliament, prove that this compac s
broken, that the reformusis are willing to sell the trade usi.ng
to Mussolini. The reformis{s maintain that they are anxious 1o
spare the working class the sacrifices demanded by revol.uon,
But there has been sacritice enough in Haly, and no revolution,
The chief lesson {0 be learnt from the Italian tragedy is: Reforimism
is the first enemy of the proletariat, and centrisin is a dangeroys
oppomnent. ;

With regard to the future,

the Comintern desires a speedy umion of the (om
munist Party with the Socialist Party.

The majority of the Communist Party is much averse to
this, and thig is easily comprehensible. The atmosphere is
poisoned; too much has been lost. But we must dot permit
ourselves {o be influenced by atmospheres. Much courage and
determination are required to be a communist in Italy at the
dresent time; if is there now, as it was in Russia at the time of

enikin’s and Judenitche’s attacks.

The commission proposes that the Vella group be exw!ld,
I -ause it only recognizes point 21 with reservation,

The speaker hopes that the alliance of the parties will
initiate a fresh @ccumulation of proletarian revolutionary fo s,
He is of the opinion that the Comintern has not yet hear. the
end of the ltalian epic. The Comintern will invariably suj. o
the real communists. The chief tasks in Italy at the present tune
are: 1. To defeat the reformists; 2. to rea{i'ze the united 1ront
on the political and economic field; 3. to proclaim the slopan
of the workers’ government; 4. to influence the Fascist trude
unions against the bourgeoisie by means of formation of nuclel
and by united front factics; 5. o unite Arditi del Populo .ud
all anti-Fascist elements against Fascism; 6. to restore courage
an. self confidence to the worki.g class by unmiting the Socialist
Party with the Comununist Party. If we proceed along thv<e
lires, the Fasc'sti will not be long in power.

Bordiga (ltalﬂ) declares, in name of the majority of the
Ialian delegation, that, although the majority has been against
union, it is induced by “the attitude of the congress to submut,
loyally and in discipline, to the decision of the congress. |le
declares himself in favor of the resolution as a basis for fulure
activity of the party.

Serrati, in the name of the Socialist Party, declares that
the congress at Rome expelled the reformists, accepted the
21 points unconditionally, and decided in favog of the Comintern
amfzf union with the Communist Party of Italy. The delegation
has already informed the party leadership of the resolutions of
the congress, and confidently hopes that these resolutions will be |
confirmed. The speaker further expresses the hope that, as a resuit
of the required guarantees, the party will develop towards the
left. Polemics on the past should only serve as a useful less .

Graziadi (Italy) makes the following declaration, in the
name of the minority of the Ialian delegation: Although the union
of ttie Communist y of Italy with the Socialist Party is bound
up with dangers ‘and difficulties, we hope that the gurantees v !l



ensure its being attended with favorable results. Therefore (he
- minority of the delegation welcomes the umon.
' On this the resolution is accepted unanimously, amidst great
.p,\i;wse.
This is followed by Rade&'\s report on the
*  Czech question.

He speaks as follows: The Czech Comnrunist Party hag been

forwed from the left wing of Social Democracy. The political

| centralization of the Czech party is still very slight. Party wark
je extremely faully. The trade union nuclei are inadequately
organized, the combat with Amsterdam is pot carrnred on con-
giscutly. The parliamentary fraction neglects agilative and

- dei onstrative activity.  Allhough the Czech ‘soldiers possess (he
sul age, there is but little agitation done amoug the soldiers by
the Communist Party. opposition shares the responsibitity

fo- Il errors.  The unemployment crisis renders the situation
o ¢ acute.
T'he " opposition took unx'ustiﬁablc steps  in  spreading
gla. lers among the workers. fter through invesligation, the
the

cunratission ho accusations {o be without foundation. | he
op sition commiited a breach of discipline. It musi not be

- o _otten that there are excellent prolelarian elements in the

. op; sition.  The commnrission moves unanimously {hat the ex-
pul-ton of the opposition be not confirmed, but that the menibers
of the opposition be suspended f.om o.bicial positions in the

| party un'll the next congress, because of their breach of discipline,
ﬁw « speaker exhorts his hearers {o cast oul distrust, to cease ©
spread evil reports, to combat the anarcho-syndicalist tendencies,
and to proceed unitedly against the dangers of reaction.

Sturc ACzecho Slovakia_) declares, in the name of the oppo-

gition, that despite many nisgivings the opposition submiis to
the decisions of the congress. Smeral declares that the majority
of the Czecho-Slovakian delegation is in agreement with the

resolufiop.  The majority is not desirous of expulsion at any
price, but only of mainténance of discipline and of the authority
ol the

ty leadership. This is an unqualilied necessity if the
errois mlerto made are to be avoided. The najority  will
therciore vote for the resolution.

The resolution is then passed with only one dissenting.

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA

First International Workers' Loan

“There is no other method of relief for Russia so
necessary, and so adapted to the exigencies of the times, as
the productive economic relief of the working class. 1
beg you to take good note of this.”

(Lenin in his letfer to the American tractor group
of the 1L.W.R. at Perm.)

The relief given by the infernational proletariat to its
6tarving brothers has nol been limited to humanitarian famine
reiief, to the daily gift of a certain quantity of food, like the aid
of *he bourgeois committees, but hascLeen extended into a work of
1. 'nizafion, having for its object the reconstruction of the
d.>'ricts exhausted by the famine. The power to work, crushed
out vi the exhausted peasants by starvation, has been reawakened
by the relief activity carried out by the workers’ aid, for the
iwr-n fariat giving relief speedily saw in the problem of the
{ussan famine its own parficular class problem. And at the
bame time it saw the problent of proletarian reconstruction, of

socialist workers’ organizations, as are being fought for all over
- the world

The starving peasants of Russia needed not only bread
for 1o-day or to-morrow, but a restoration of the possibilities
of production, destroyed by the war and the famine, in order
that they might themselves produce the necessities of life.
Kecognition of this fact developed impulse and initiative for 'he
practical work of reconstruction. Ecodomic relief grew organi-
Cally oy of the famine relief; farms and fishery underta’&m

in the famine district were taken over as also other oductive
toncerns, factories in Moscow and Pefrograd, etc. Production

Was started everywhere in the famine district, and the grodmtx
exchanged throuéh the mediation of the International Workers’
‘ L]

Relief,

This productive work has been a living impetus, and is
the firm basis of the workers’ loan. 1t was necessary fo uﬁz
on the undertakings under favorable circumstances, to t
them on a bn’mg foundation. This required capital. Not
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‘rectors, and

capital and profits for individual share-holders, but the means
for maintaining the undertakings on a sound basis. The workers
could not assist the reconstruction of Russia by speculation, but
only by protetarian 1 struction. To find capital, self-help had
agaw to be calted upon. The idea of the workers' loan
corresponded exactly to the need of the moment-—a workers’
loan on an international scale appeared as an economic necessity
naturally resulting from ilLe trend of development.

Russia ts lacking in machinery and in capital required !’o
set her plants going.” The infernational workers’ loan is the
sole form in which the financing of productive relief can be put
on a broader basis within the capitalist world, to the end that
productive tasks be carried out on the basis of commerce and
free of profit coperative e age and barter. '

_ The concessions granted by the Soviet government (o
foreign capital have, in man istances, been made the object
of specylation and usury, YYhe capitalist, at home or abroad,
has no interest in Puss 1's reconsiruction This practical ex-
perience was perhaps necessary in order to reuder the Russian
workers and peasants, and the world proletaniat, fully conscious
of the necessity of prolet:.r.an self-help. In * Ihe greal initiative”
Lenin writes: “The proletariat must lead the way to the uew
economic structure by the creation of new social relations, new
working discipline, and a new working organization. . . By
the mass union of wor! . conscious of their aim carrying on
socialist large-scale production.

Precisely at this moment, when workers's sell-help and
the taking over and superintendence of plauts by the workers’
international have become the watchwords of the day, this inter-
national proletarian action towards realizing self-help in the
working class ig being observed by the whole workf and is
of the greatest prc andist and practical importauce.  The
proletariat is fighting along the whole line, with a bourgeuisie
which occupies itself more and more with igantic speculative
operations. Capital is in the last stage of ay. Everywhere
there is colla disorganization, dissolution of production,
gigantic growths of speculation and usury, everywhere capitalist
construction built on the immeasurably increased exploitation of
the workers. In Russia, where the worker himself is actually
building the structure, the profiteer can no longer find a footing.
In this respect the reporis are more and more favorable. Russia
has become the rampart of proletarian reconstruction of the
world’s economy. Tlixe international proletariat must defend
this rampart, for it is the stronghold of ils own proletarian class
war, 1its own proletarian reconstruction, which it must hold
against capitalist reconstruction.

The international workers loan marks the first slep to
workers self help on an international scale, just as the activity
of the International Workers' Relief was the . first practical
and at the_same time international demonsiration towards the
realization of proletarian self-help, and just as the fanune reiief
action, has been the first great continued evidence of Inter-
national solidarity. There are comrades who say: "l s of
much greater importance to further Russia politically by intense
party work towards extending the revolution”, and who therefore
do not want to hear anythiug of famine relief, and who regard
economic relief and loans as of subordinate imporiance.  To
this view the quotation from comrade Lenin, at the uead of this
article, may be orposed, in which he says that at the present
time famine reliel is the first necessity for Russia's economic
developiment, the most needful action which  the international
proletariat- can undertake for Russia. Soviet Russia has stood
alone at the outposts of the world revolution for 5 years, and
the inlernational proletariat is in honor bound {o support it}
it is the duty of every workman to participate out of gratitude in
the economic relief action and in support of the loan.

Who subscribes to the Workers’ Loan?

Our comrades must make sure, above all, that in the trade
unions, co-operative societies and sick clubs, _the organizations
take part in the workers’ loan. For comrades in good_ pecuniary
circumstances, 'and for the inhabitants of countries with a good
currency siandard, subscription to the loan is a duty of solidarity
The conditions of the loan are as follows:

. 1. The loan is issued by the Industrial and Commercial
oint Steck Company Internafional Workers’ Relief for Soviet
ussia, 11 Unter den \Lingim, Berlin W.8.

2. The loan serves for financing productive undertakings
in industry and agriculture in Soviet | mm It is an under-
taking for the common good. The share-hdMers, board of di-
members oi - the. administrative council, have no
claim to personal enrichment ‘from the earnings of the company;
these are to be employed entirely for the improvement

e )
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economic life in Russia, except when required for repayments:

and for interest.

3. Interest is paid on the lean at the rate of 5%, and
from the 1st January 1033 the loan is repayable on 6 months
notice

4. The Russian government, in accordance with the decision
of the Council of People’s Commissaries, resolved upon on
September 13. 1022, untertakes full guarantee for payment of
interest and repayment.

5. The shares are issued in the currency of the couniry
or ip dollars, as desired by the subscriber. In the latter case
interest and repayment are also paid in dollars.

0. The total amount of the loan is 1 million dollars, divided
into shares of 1 dollar each.

7. Inferest and principal are paid through the cash depart-
men{ of the Industrial and Commercial ‘loint Stock Co. Berlin,
by the Russian state Jank and all its toreign correspondents,
and by all the national committees of the International Workers’
Reliet

3. Holders of shares can obtain loans on the same at
any time up to 80% of their value. This is done by the Guarantee
and Credit Bank for the East, 68a Unter den Linden, Berlin
W. 8, and by the Svenska Ekonomi Akiibogalet, Stockholm,
Hammgatan 5. .

0. Every owner of shares is entitled to prompt payment of
interest. Subscribers in sympathy with Soviet Russia are recom-
mended to foregu their claim f{o interest for the first years
in favor of the Children’s Hames of the International Workers’
Relief in Russia. This renunciation is purely personal, and im-
poses no legal obligation on a later owner of the shares in the
case of their being sold.

Should the subscriber require his money before 1933, he
can obtain a loan on the shares through the banks. The Credit
Bank of the East has undertaken to grant loans to the entent
of 80% of the value of the shares. The Russian state guarantee
renders the shares of the International Workers’ Loan one of the
safest securilies at the present day. Even capitalist undertakings
have niore faith to-day in the signature of the Soviet government
than in that of their own governmenis. Resulls up to now show
that members of the middle class and officials have also participat-
n the subscription. This will certainly be for reason of securing
a sound investment than for reasons of sympathy with Russia.

Eut t.e International Workers’ Loan must above all be
the concern, the great concern of the world proletariat. No
workman should consider his mite too small, or that what he
can do is of no importance. The world proletariat, through the
International Workers' Relief, succeeded in collecting 2 million
dollars for the starving. And now the next fask is to help (o
wipe out the results of the famine catastrophe.

Put your shoulder to the wheel again for solidarity in
Relief, for proletarian self-help. 1f you cannot subcribe, do not
fail to agitate for the workers' loan!” Close the ranks for a new
and great action of the world proletariat!

The Famine Catastrophe
By 4. Vinokurov.

iue lamne, which is now almost completely vanquished,
has leit behind it deep wounds in the Russia of the workers and
peasants, and it will be long before these heal.

In the famine districts the cultivated area has diminished
bg a halt as compared with the year 1920. In the year 102f)
20,412,000 dessyatines were cullivaled, at present only 10,986,500.
In the districts especially visited by the famine the situation is
even worse.

The working cattle (horses and oxen) have also been
reduced by about h''f, as a matter of fact from 5,123,000 to
2,789,200, n the Volga district. In the five famine departments of
the Ukraine the working cattle have diminished from 2,182,500
to 1,118400. In Samara and the Crimea the famine effects are
still more disastrous.

The number of abandoned agricultural properties amounts
to 20 %. The number without working horegs £e40 %.

The ulation has been reduced b 10 %, that i
a?oﬂ;n Z,im.%gkinha&;itams. It is assumed yﬂlat a;)’out al 085
ol Mese have taken refuge in neighbouri rovinces. About

nrillion human beings have been starvedlt,g geath. In the pmvi?ll(:':

of the Ural district the population has decreased by 25 cent; '

‘n the Tarfar republic by 20 per cent, and in the Crimea’ y 16 %.

* . - hidusiry has alse suffered mich. Out of 188 undertaki, ..
only 41 are still ruriwing. ‘In the funiue district the metal indue, .
has been reduced by hall. Home indusiry which is high),
developed. in many districts, has not suffered less,

The number of deserted children amounts to ahuo

2 millien. .

These are the wounds which ‘Red Russia has made I
duty {0 heal. The blockade, the intervention, the civil wa; , |
the failure of croﬁs, have caused these wounds. The agricy . |
and industry of these devasiated districts must be res'ored. ;-.;
deserted districts must be repopulated. The American Reeg
action, Nansen’s organization, and The International Woy}, . -
Relies, are continuing their efforts, and may reckon upor 1,
greatest possible support from the Soviet government.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA |
Jurisprudence and Laws of the RSFSR.

By J. Brandenburgsky (Moscow).

L

) At the present time, now that the administration of Jusiice
in the Russian Federative Secialist Soviet Republic is not vl
determined by separate decrees issued by the All-Russian Ceniral
Fxecutive Committee and by the Counci{ of Peoples Commiss. s
but alse by coedes of law, as for instance the code of crin ]
law, the code of civil law, the code of land laws, the labor coje
ete, it is of essential importance that every worker and C\vry‘
Feasant should clearly understand the fundamentals of our Soviet
z;aw‘ and its difference from the law of contemporary bourgcojs
states.

It would be a mistake to suppose that the Russian work ¢
and peasants’ government ever held it to be possible, evey
immediately after the great October Revolution, for stafe .ud
economic life to be normally developed otherwise than witl e
aid of legality, that is, with the aid of the organized interventoy
of legal justice in the life of e counfry. During the first
critical moments of the revolution the immediate application of
armed might was naturally the sole criterion of right.  Might
was right. But as soon as social relations began to seitle down,
the new society arising out of the revolution began to feel the
veed of stability and security. Stability and security can how-
ever only be imparted to a society recognizing a certain law of
justice as an established force.

_ As a social revolution, the October Revolution cut deeply
into all the economic relations which had existed under the
Tsar’s regime and under the provisional overnment, and as all
jurisprudence is inevifably a mirror of social and econumic
reciprocal relations, the collapse of such relations invalves Ihe
simultaneous collapse of the old law, so that in October 1117
there ceased to be a justice to administer.

. It was unavoidable that the revolution should bring new ecuio-
wic relations with it, and consequently the need of new ley s-
lation without which it would not have been sible to establishi
the revolutionary cause on a firm footing. The October Revoi-
tion, as a roleiqrian revolution, had to form and esfablish a
system of legal justice diametrically opposed to that hitherto
existing, and-it is thus not suprising that its first task was (o
destroy the whole existing legislation, for this was built up
on the principle of defending the interests of the large land-
owners and capitalists. The whole of the old courls of Justice,
beginiing with the local courts of the justices of the peace and
going up to the governing senate, were abolished, and the whole
oft he 16 books of consolidated laws of the former Russian Empire
were Scrapped.

. It was now necessary to approach the question of a legis-
lative regulation of the new social relations mow replacing the
former social system. It will only be possible to maintain a
state of human society without laws when the proletariat has
been able to follow its class victory with the abolition of the ol
productive relations, and has simultaneously abolished the coi-
ditions giving rise to classes, so that classes and class iule
cease to exist. These conditions will come f{o pass under
socialism, when the harmonious common life of humanity will no
k}ngffr be based on soclilnl] compli‘lsion and social necessity, a state
of ariairs premising all law-making, but in a ha il
complete social freggdom. & Ry based

. For ejght decades the workin le of the whole world
have been fighting under this _bm%ng:ogi a free harmonious
socialist' seciefy. eath this banner the heroes of the Pari
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Comnuine died a glorious death. Beneath this banner the Russian
proletariat consummated the great Ociober Revolution, whose
victory opened out the path {0 communism. But ever worker
knows “that we are divided from communism by the transition
period of political dictatorship of the proletariaf, and that -this
mvolves economic relations of the most complicated nature. The
classes still exist; society with a definite economic s.ructure still
exists; and consequently the state power junevitably bound to
cist under such conditions must be adapted to the economic
organization of this society.

When the workers and peasants scized power imy Russia,
they were obliged to take up the organization of th&r slafe
apparatus, and the judicial stncture of the new sfate, immediately
and without the loss of an instant. And indeed, who is not
aware that those forms of administrative justice and people’s
courts, now so popular among the broadest masses of the work-
g and ?easam population, were already proclaimed in the
vear 19187 ’

The VI All Russian congress of the Soviels unanimously
passed a resolution relating to exact definition of the law. The
idea of a uniform people’s court of justice also made its ap-
pearance, and was carried out, in the year 1918. It would be of
no purpose to explain here the reasons which have prevented us,
for more than three years, from systematizing our jurisprudence
and establishing our administration of justice on a firm footing.

The reasons are already too well known. We are compelled
tv accept the challenge of the bourgeoisie. The civil war for upon
the victorious proletariat obliged us to devote our whole atteniion
to organizing a powerful nfparalus for carrying on the imme-
diate struggie against counter-revolution. All o her tasks, even
that of legislation, were pushed inlo the backgroung for the
moitent. It was not until the viclorions liquidation of the baitle
fronts, that we could return fo the tasks which the young Soviet
republic had set ifself in the year 1918. ©Our mililary victory
over a bourgeois world which has exerted itself to the utmost,
for three years, to destroy the first socialist republic of - the
world; enabled us to return with full energy to the work of
creating a code of administrative justice, and the 1X. All Russian
Congress of Soviets passed the word of revolutionary legality.

Revolutionary legality has been direcily called info
existence by the devolpment of civil life arising from the develop-
menf of the new economic policy: “ The more we attain to con-
ditions which are those of a strong and firmly established
power, the furiher we proceed in the development of civil life”
~these words are from comrade Lenin’s speech  * the greafer
must be our emphasis on the proclamation of the watchword of
revolutionary legality ”.

The 1X. AN-Russian Congress of the Soviets marks a
turning point in our lives; but the fundamental aims of revolu-
tionary jurisprudence were etablished long befor® December 1921,
when this congress took place. What then, is the esesntial impor!
of all the decrees and decisions of the AN-Russian Central Exe-
Commitiee and of the Council of People’s Commissionaries,
issued during the first 3 to 3% years of the existence of Soviet
power? These decrees and decisions contain a rich store of
material in fundamental revolutionary and socialist principles,
And show a slow but persistent endeavour to clear the way for
‘socialism, fo facilitate and shorlen the way. ln the future our
decrees will be studied and placed in a system, and it will be
surprising, how much thaf-is essentially useful for the prole-
tariat, and necessary for socialism, has been accumulated by the
Soviet power within a comparatively short space of timé in these
separate decrees, although these have not been issued in anmy
connection, and are frequenily barq even of external connection.
It was possible to collect a nu of decrees into a code of
laws long before the official proclamation of legality. Belore
the first anniversary of the October Revolution we possessed
a code of marriage, family, and trusteeship laws. This whs
accepted on September 16, 1018, by the All-Russian Centrai
Executive Committee, and with it a code of Labor Legislation.
A further development of our legislation did not then take place
until 1921 and 1922, when the further development of civic life
based on the new economic policy began to be apparent in our
public life, and called for greater legality on revolutionary fines
—as rightly cha i in our quotation from comrade
Lenin's speech. :

The need of a code of criminal and civil law was drnugl;

felt. Both have since appeared. What peculiarity do they possess?
In what do they differ from the corres ng codes of la
of bourgeois countries?

A result of three years of civil war has been the streng-
thening of Soviet Russia mot ouly in its external relations, but
tlso within its own frontiers, Conditions were created
franter firmness and 'security of power, and ‘the extraordimary
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‘Soviet Jaw does not recognize sn~h a ~aht of possession,

fighting against counter-revolution be, an to pla i

less important réle than during the y%nrs l()'lﬂB-{Q‘;O.ml;?‘m
poss.ble to leave the combat agaiyst lawbreaking within the
c?ul‘ur{v with ; cnlmlconscience, to the normal administrators
Ol justice, and small concessions to bou 18 i

coustituted no great danger. HPCs. ideciogy now
. The second circumstance which must be taken into con-
sideralion is the nature of the new econontic policy, which has
called private enterprise into being, and has led to the creation
of new forms of economic relations: to private frade and small
privaie mdustrial undertakings outside of state trade and large
state industrial undertakings. -

) I'hese new economic relations, with their concessions to
private capital and to petfy bourgeois ideology, emphatically
demanded a new legal supersiructure. From day 10 day it became
more appareut that it was necessary not only to regulate single
parts of the new organizations of national econom by separate
decrees, but also to create a more systematic zm(fv more firmly
(s{abllshed legal superstructure for criminal and avil law,

The Soviet power created its own definite, uniform, cen-
tralized legislation, a mirror of our new economic licy. If
our new economics are wrongly understood, i1 ig inevitable that
our justice will also be misunderstood. The new economic policy
does not in the least represent even the slightest return to
former pre-revoluiionary conditions. Neither therefore does our
justice rcpresent any resloralion of the past. But the new
econoniic policy is the rebirth of capitalism in a limited form,
and this limited character of restored capifalism affects
our law-making in general, and our civil rights of property
in parficular.

1L

ln contradistinction to fhe civil law of bourgeois countries,
our civil law sanctions two systems of property: a communistic
and a civil—-and herein lies its characteristic feature. Where
we have made concessions. in our new economic-policy, in order
to call forh the privafe imifiative required for a sound develop-
ment of the productive forces of the country, and for the restora-
tion of its economiic power, our conmanding positions are per-
fecll{ untouched, for we declare the ground itself, its resources,
the lforests, waters, railways designed for general use with their
rolling slock, and aeroplanes, to be the exgusive property of the
workers’ and peasants’ state, that is, to be communistic property.
These things are categorically excluded from any free economic
traffic. No trade ma %e concﬁ:cted in these objects. They cannot
be bought or sold. 4hey cannot form the subject of a business
or any other agreement. They are communist property, and the
communistic character of this property is confirmed by the Civil
Code of Laws of the R.S.F.S.l{ The land, its treasures, forests,
etc., remain exclusively in the hands of the workers’ and
peasants’ state, in the same manner as all large industrial under-
takings, all large factories and plants, remain in our hands.

On the other hand the necessity of restoring our whole
economic force induces us to giveegrivate initiative a free hand
in commerce, and in small and medium industrial undertakings.
The Code of Civil Law thus first specifies ever{thing which can%)e
the subject of private property. The code is not limited to a declara-
tion, and does not enumerate fhe objects of communist property, but
gives a detailed list of all objects of iprivate property with an
exactitude excluding every possibility of ambiguity or false inter-
pretatign. All objects are named expressis verbis. These are:
non-municipalised buildings, commercial undertakings, industrial
underfakings, in which the number of wage workers does not
exceed a numper fixed by special laws, instruments and nieans
of production, money, securities and other values, includinﬁ

ol&r and silver coins and foreign securities, articles of gemera

usehold and personal use, goods, the sale of which is not
prohibited by law, and other property not excluded from private
commiercial traffic. The code further adds that telegraphy, radio-
telegraphy, and other institutions possessing state importance may
only form the object of private property by virtue of special
concesgions granted by the government.

We thus knew exagctly what can be private property
under the new condifions. But what is the might of pgugﬁr\y
in the li%ll,u‘h;l ourmeod:'? Is. it ‘t’hatmhemnksa,gm s:fcred. inborn,
unapproa i proper ri possession
as understood b{dgourgm law? hy no means, The right of
property is limited in twe essentials by our code. The owner
possesses the right—this is clearly and exactly stated by fhe
code—with y esiablished limits, to possess, use, and dispose
of property. Beyond this our code recognizes mo property, that
ig, it does not Tecognize that well known arrangement of the
bourgeois world, by which .under certain *circumstapcés pres-

i aytomafically into right of possession. Q(aghr‘
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rights it only recognizes to the extent of utilization, or, more
exactly stated, to the extent of wutilization on fenure.

In the second place. in the Soviet republic the right of
property, like every other private right, musi certainly contain
elements of conformity to socia. purposes. In certain cases the
state power grants a nght of possession to its citizens, but it
fixes certain limits to the use of the property thus granted out
of consideratian for the interests of the development of the
productive forces of the country. In exactly the same manner as
the state reserves the right, in accordance with the fundamental
laws on the socializing of the land. to deprive a landowneX of
land which he systematically does not cultivate, the code of
civil law gives the state the right to deprive property owners
of the protection of the law in cases where civil property laws
are being utilized in antagonism to their social-political aims.

All we need is a sound private initiative. We want to spur
this on. But priyate initiative is only of interest to us if it is
useful for the development of the productive powers of the
counry. It 18 solely with this object that we are restoring capi-
talist relations in Russia. Solely for the purpose of developing
the productive forces of the country —so declares the code of civil
law of the R.S.F.S.R.—do we gran{ {o persons a civil right of
possession, ‘that is, the possibility of possessing civil rights and
obligations.

Here it is ptoper to emphasize that the code of civil law
permeated exclusively with the aim of furthering the rebirih
of our economic life—doés not concern itself in the least wiih
the former owners of property “ ill-treated by the revolution ".
Any possibility of misunderstanding is avoided by a paragraph
of the code of law, which declares tﬁat the former owners, whose
Froperl.y was expropriated by revolutionary law, or passed into
he possession of the workers before May 22, 1922, have no right
to demand the return, of their property.

Afler creating a suitable legal protection for communist
property, after designating everything which can become the ob-
ject of private propertv. after establishing the limi{s and condi-
tions under which civil law is to be applied, the code of civil law
grants the most favorable possible conditions to private initiative,
to civil economic life, fo commerce, and to small industrial under.
takings, but invariably keeps the interests of the state in view,
and defends these when they come into conflict with private
interests.

The code of civil law establishes a number of points pro-
tecting the interests of private property and of civil ecoumic life:
thus for instance the building law, the law of inheriiance, the
law of morigage, and the system known as liability laws: the
laws perfaining to rents,” sales and purchases,* exchange, loan,
deliveries, liabilities, powers of attorney, companies (simple, full,
trust companies, limited liability companies, joint stock comi-
Panies), insurance companies, efc.

The code of civil laws recognizes the right to build. In
order {o solve that sad inheritance of 7 years of war, the housing
problem, the code of civil law %rants private persons the right
to enter into agreements with loca. organs enfrusted with (he
disposal of land, for the purpose of building on ground belonging
to town and country, for a term uot exceeding 49 years; the
right of possession of these bui.dings, that is, the right of using
them and freely disposing of them. also of selling Yhem, s
ﬁranted for the same period. The code of civil law does not
owever grant the owners of the buildings any right to the
ground on which they stand.

.. As a concession to petty bourgeois ideology, the code of
civil law partially restores legal and testamentary rights of
inheritance; but in the first place we limit the ri ht of inheri-
tance to a certain sum, a maximum of 10,000 goﬁi roubles, so
that any inkeritance exceeding this sum falls to the state, and
in the second place we limit permissible heirs fo direct offspring
(children, grand children, and great grand-children), surviving
wife or husband, and persons unable to work and without

ssessions, who have been actually supported by the deceased
or at least a year before his death. Besides this we impose
a high progressive tax on inheritance

... As a regards the standards of the so-called laws of
lx.ablhly,‘xt is perfectly clear that if the new economic policy
aims at introducing private enterprise in the place of the former
principle of strict state regulation, and if this private enter-
prise is {o be granted legal protection, this naturally cannot be
done in the name of any abstract principle of justice, but in the
interests of the essential needs of the economic rebirth of the

republic. Private enterprise, free economic lntercourse, and the
development of the mioney system, accompanied by the real rigy
granfed to private persons, render it imperative that thege per.
sons are given the possibility of making agreements amony
themselves, and that these private agreements are under {he pri.
tection of the state.

The characteristic feature of our liability laws lies iy .,
fact that the protection of state interests is placed before e
-protection of the personal rights of individual citizens. Wi,
the well-known Professor Duguy, the leading legal theoris: ol
the University of Bordeaux, merely raised his hammier to destr.y
individual juridical ‘personality, “individual roperty, eand s
subjective righis of human beings, where Professor {)uguy il
laid down the doctrine that private civil law should not ditr.
in any wa{ from public law, our code of civil law created |
merely a theoretical situation, but an actual one, in which 1. n
tions based on civil law, as understood in bourgeois countr.,
do not exist at all. ‘

And it is not possible for such fo exist in a land un.c
proletarian dictatorship. In our state, public law alone can ey .,
When Duguy says that private civil law, after passing throuyi,
the ‘metaphysical phase, reaches the positive phase, and ir
there passes swiftly and inevitably to complete objectivity, 115
signifies in our situation nothing else than the inevitable sui,
stitution of the subjective conception of individual personality |y
the objective conception of social function, the conc .ion
social economic ada?tedness to purpose. The state shall
protect the rights of private persons .so much, as rather 'l
citizens are under the obligation to fulfil social functions.

In bourgeois science the whole conception of law is buily
up on individualism, consequently a contract between two per
sons is nothing elsc than a simp{e accord of two wills, But s
it not true that this principle, arising from the depths of (i
French revolution, has been transformed in actual capitalist
practice, into the fact that the stronger dictates his will 1,
the weaker?

Civil law maintains the principle that all requiremen:;
of the law (requirements of public right) posses a complementa
character only, that is, they do not come into force unmtil ihe
parties (here private civ.l law is in action) have not bec . able
to regulate their relations in any other manner. According
civil law the relations of private justice thus dominate over
public justice, and in recent times many learned representatives
of the capitalist countries have begun to recognize the obligatory
character of some laws, that is, they admit that these laws
(public law) must continue in force even when the parties hae
come to an agreement in a contrary sense.

Our code of civil law has decisively broken with the old
standpoint, that is, with tae standpoint of unqualified defense of
that which civil law names “free will of -the parties”. The Code
of Civil Law also gives the state the right to -annul economic
relations, based on agreements, which obviously do harm f{o .
{\mlelaﬁau state, as an economic orgamsm. The Code of Ci\l
aw of the RSF.S... has also imparted a charac. of publ.
justice to the private judicial relations of individual citizens.

I shall adduce an. instance illustrating my assertion, anid
showing the deep chasm dividing Soviet law and civil private law

Our code makes it a demand of public law that partivs
having made an agreement can apply to the coprt of justice
cases of conflict. Is it now possible for the parties to agree not
to do this? No; such an agreement would not receive the pro-
tection of the prolefarian state, for the proletarian state accords
due weight to the fact that the stronger- can always force thv
weaker {o engage not fo appeal to the law.

These are the principles upon which our Code of Civil

Law is built up, and which differentiate it so sharply from the
civil law of bourgeois countries.

For us the Code of Civil Law was chiefly necessary for
the reason that, the new economic policy is in reality rothing
else than a carrying of our war on capitalism into the camp of
economics, after we have succeeded in completely routing capi-
talism in the political arena.

The Code of Civil Law of the R.S.F.S.R. possesses a form
rendering it at one and the same time an instrument for facilitat-
ing private initiative in commerce and industry, and an imstru-
ment serving the proletarian sfate in its work of combatting
capitalism; and, finally, it gives organized society the possibility
of obtaining supremacy over economics, that is, of carrying out
the material task of (lie proletarian revolution.
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In Defence of the Eighi Hour Day

. By J. Walcher, Berlin.

Fhe infernational capitalist offensive against the eight
hour day has been carried on with special energy in Germany
during the last few monttis. “In this struggle no means is too
small to be despised by the capitalists. ‘At ome time ({hey
throw a sop to the workers an another time they use the
whip; anythmg to subdue them. But the ter the determma-
tion- with which the German workers hold fast to the eight
hour- day, the more energetically they ward off all attacks, the_
greater the teadency of caprtalists to use the whip.

The situation of the German proletariat daily becomes
worse. The wages are miserable. But it is just these miserable
wages which render it possible for the German capitalists to
selFat cut-throat competitive prices all over the world, and which
thus give foreign capitalists a gauqble_ excuse for introducing
wage- reductions and other gréssive measures for their
workers. .

In Germany, the recognition that things cannot and must
not-go on as theyy are, has led to the mighty Shop Stewards
Movement, . ) )

The German capitalists immeditely recognized the dangers
stored for them in the Shop Stewards Movement. They
declared war against it, and threatened with dismissal every
participant in fhe congress of German Shop Stewards. The
capitalist exploiters were im such a hurry to carry out their
threats, that even during the congress {hey conveyed notice
of dismissal by telephone to a number of delegates from vanou‘a

incial places. : )
provmcil:lmg:;ecsam the determined attitude and solidarity of the
workers was successful in forcingethe employers to withdraw the
dismissals. But this was not the case wich the Baden Aniline
and Soda Factory in Ludwigshafen on the Rhine. The 22,000
workers of this factory had sent 3 delegates to the Shol)
Stewards Congress. These were: dismissed -without notice. All
the workers immnediately adopted passive resistance. The Shop
Stewards neg:hn’ ted’ with the direetors with regard to with-
drawal of the dismissals, The relfly was the closing down
of the works; the locking out of all the workers.

This impudent provocation roused the ire of the workers,
fo the beiling point. The next day a conference of the confi-
dential representatives of the workers declared the general
strike for the whole of Ludwigshafen. And not the workers
of Ludwigghafen alone, but the whole prolefariat of the pro-
vinee declared its solidarity l:lifh hthle locked-out workers. The

eral strike spread over the whole province. )
g The lomlp‘re:prescntaﬁws of the trade unions at first
adopted an uncertain attitude. But the committees of }hc orga-
unizations involved, especially’ the 'Factory . Workers Upiog,
whose attitude is decisive, geclared the strike to be * wild”,
and refused to pay out. sirike bepefit. This was not all;
these same trade union’ leaders, whose duty it-is o :represent
the inferests of labor agaiust eapifal, ranged themselves on'

¢

ide of the employers and of the eccupation authorities,
:1}:1% s;de nized a comgrehmsive campaign against the strike.

lﬁ?e brute force of the capifalists, the arbitrariness 0&
the police, and the lies of the trade umion bureaucracy an
social’ democracy — this now. quite customary trinity — com-
bined to undermine the fighting will of the workers.

But this time, these methods, so often successiully em-
ployed, failed in their effect. The misery of the letarians,
exploited as they are by the most brutal group o capitalists,
has become so extreme, that instead of bem%) a subjugating
factor it has become a revolutionary factor. Officiah statistics
show 95 per cent of the children to be tuberculous. At a great
women’s demonstration held on the December 5., there were
terrible and affecting scenes. Women tore off their clothes
and showed that they wore omly their upper clothing on their
naked bodies. When the attempt was made to induce the women
to persuade their husbands to return to work, in order to alle-
viafe their Misery, they replied: The more work, the more
misery! We have nothing more to lose! We have lost every-

i ady! ‘ . .
thing ’?‘ll:: lgisery has reached such a point that the fighters
have adopted the one-time watchword of the Lyons silk weavers:
“ Live working or die fighting”. This is the spirit mspiring
ikers.
the StrThe fighters will not return to the factory unless as
victors. But left-to their own resources, their own organizations
against them, they are net in a ition to win the victory.
victory can. only be secured for them if the whole inter-
national proletariat unites in active solidarity. In Germany
the whole of the class-conscious proletariat is demonstrating
its solidarity with the strikers. Despite the threats of the em-
ployers, despite the counter-agitation of numerous trade union
bureaucrats, collections are made in 2'l large factories, etc.

Large sums are raised, bll:ztld not ;aﬂicient t:’ ez;pport
trihers, with wives and children, for many weers.

S ,:;t the present time about 40. million marks are required
weekly. Such an amo::‘int eannot be raised without the aid of our

comrades abroad, )
siges L&Je are fully confident that the appeal to foreign com-
rades to aid the {.udm’gehafe‘n workers will not be in vmln.
But it is not only a ouestion of giving, but of giving pro_mﬁt -
Here it is indeed the case: “ He gives twice who gives quic { .
Every individual foreign class comrade, if he thinks the nLat er
over only for 5 minudes, must appreciate the fact that e_n:
helping himself if he hastens to the aid of the strikers.
eight hour day is threafened. throughout the world. We lg:y
say without exaggeration: that the fate of the eight h:urd" y
is being decided it Germamy. And as the real aim and- object

of this mighty struggle is to deprive the workers of the eight’

hour- day; it fellows that: the' workers of Ludwigshafen are
::glu:in:’{!nl.'foﬂ~ for “its’ defense ‘and retention, and ‘therefore

¥
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