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Two Years of Heroic Struggle 
of the Spanish People 

BY GEORGI DIMITROFF 

I 

FOR two years the Spanish people 
have, with unexampled courage, been 

defending their liberty and independence. 
In exceptionally difficult conditions, at 
the cost of tremendous sacrifice and the 
blood of their valiant sons, they have 
defended every inch of their native land 
against the army of the fascist invaders. 
In the history of the human race it will 
be difficult to find another, more heroic 
epic story of struggle by a whole people 
against alien enslavers, and at the same 
time a baser and more criminal war 
against a cultured and civilized people 
of Europe. This war is being waged in 
a situation where international bodies 
claiming to be the defenders of world 
peace, and the governments of the big
gest western European states which 
proudly consider themselves to be the 
representatives of democracy, culture 
and civilization, not only put up with the 
unparalleled crimes of the fascist bar
barians, but actually support and en
courage them by their entire policy. 

As is well known, the diplomats of the 
West European powers and of leading 
League of Nations circles justify their 
"non-intervention" policy- so full of 
treachery to the Spanish people-by the 
hypocritical statement that the war in 
Spain is only the mternal affair of the 
Spaniards themselves, that it is a case of 
two Spanish camps, and that to support 
the lawful government of Spain, to en
able the Spanish Republic to employ its 

rights, established in international law, 
of acquiring arms for self-defense, would 
be intervewtion in Spanish affairs and 
would lead to war on a big scale. 

The events, however, that preceded the 
fascist revolt of July 18, 1936, and par
ticularly that have developed during the 
course of the war provide quite another 
picture, and utterly destroy this legend 
created by the pro-fascist friends of Hit
ler and Mussolini in England and 
France. During the past two years nu
merous facts have become widely known 
which clearly go to prove that the rebel
lion of the fascist generals was from its 
very outset prepared by official fascist 
circles in Germany and Italy. Generals 
Sanjurjo, Franco and Mola were the 
obedient tools of these real initiators of 
the war in Spain. 

The German fascists have long cher
ished dreams of conquering Spain. In 
this respect, as in many others, they have 
inherited the old plans of German impe
rialism, which as far back as the days 
of the world imperialist war made prep
arations for the seizure of Spain. With 
a view to realizing these plans, German 
fascism developed espionage and disrup
tive work in Spain on an extensive scale. 
During the existence of the government 
of the Spanish reactionary Gil Robles, 
the German fascists, enjoying complete 
liberty, set up dozens of bases of the so
called "Landesgruppe," and established 
firm aontacts with the Spanish army 
generals and systematically recruited 
their agents from among the officers. 
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700 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

They received big orders for war sup
plies and works of construction from the 
Gil Robles government, and were ac
quainted with all the objects of military 
importance in Spanish Morocco, the Ba
learic Isles, Gibraltar and other places 
of important, strategic significance dur
ing wartime. 

This activity of the German fascists 
in Spain was facilitated by the fact that 
the reactionary upper clique of Spanish 
landowners and capitalists who were 
then in power and were overthrown after 
the victory of the People's Front during 
the parliamentary elections went over 
completely to the side of fascism. The 
Spanish reactionaries did everything pos
sible to crush the young democratic re
public, sent their men to undergo train
ing in Germany, while Gil Robles, the 
War Minister and in fact head of the 
reactionary government, personally at
tended the German fascist Congress at 
Nuremberg. 

The preparations for the rebellion, in
spired by the Berlin taskmasters, went 
full steam ahead long before July 18, 
1936. General Sanjurjo, one of the ring
leaders of the rebellion (who flew from 
abroad to lead the rebellion in Spain and 
met his death during this flight), had 
gone to Germany on behalf of his asso
ciates Franco, Mola and others six 
months before the outbreak of the rebel
lion, and while there had come to final 
agreement with the German fascists as 
to the forthcoming fascist coup in Spain. 
It will not be superfluous now to call to 
mind the report on this point from the 
P1·avda correspondent on March 12, 1936: 

"The well-known Spanish monarchist 
general, Sanjurjo--organizer of numer
ous counter-revolutionary plots in Spain 
-is now in Berlin. General Sanjurjo and 
his suite stayed at the Kaiserhof Hotel 
where guests of the German government 
usually stayed. It is reported that Gen
eral Sanjurjo is engaged in Berlin in 
negotiations regarding assistance to 
counter-revolutionary military organiza
tions in Spain which are preparing a 
new plot against the government. In par
ticular Sanjurjo intends to acquire a 
large quantity of military equipment 
from German firms." 

Italian fascism took no less active a 
part in preparing the rebellion. Accord
ing to documents seized during the clean
up of an espionage center in Valencia, it 
is established beyond all possible doubt 
that as far back as 1934 Mussolini con
ducted negotiations with representatives 
of the Spanish monarchists, and prom
ised to supply them with funds, men, 
airplanes and military equipment in the 
event of their taking action. Several 
months before the rebellion took place 
Mussolini had already issued orders to 
equip troops to be sent to Spain. Entire 
squadrons of airplanes were made ready, 
and part of them were already trans
ferred to Spanish Morocco at Franco's 
disposal. 

Thus it was that the German and Ital
ian fascists wished to employ the Span
ish generals to strangle the Spanish peo
ple, to seize their country, to utilize its 
riches, to transform the territory of 
Spain, the Balearic Isles, Spanish Mo
rocco, Gibraltar and the Mediterranean 
Sea into bases for the world imperialist 
war being prepared by them with a view 
to a new redivision of the globe. 

It is now also beyond doubt that the 
seizure of Spain by fascist Germany and 
Italy was a component part of the so
called "Anti-Comintern" agreement be
tween Hitler and Mussolini, and was the 
first act of the international offensive of 
the "Berlin-Rome Axis." 

The Italian and German inspirers of 
the Spanish rebel generals counted on 
the rapid seizure of state power and the 
establishment of a fascist dictatorship in 
Spain. The fascists, however, miscalcu
lated. They reckoned without their host. 
Instead of the expected rapid and easy 
victories, the rebels met with the reso
lute resistance of the Spanish people. In 
Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia and at a 
number of other most important points 
in Spain, the rebels were in the very first 
days crushed by the heroic detachments 
of the People's Militia. Having met with 
defeat at the hands of their own people, 
the generals began to transfer Moroccan 
units, the "foreign legion," to Spain, 
while their masters in Berlin and 
Rome hastened to save the situation by 
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dispatching their own armed forces. 
Thus it was that there began one of 

the basest and ?nost barbarous wars of 
intervention directed against the liberty 
and independence of a heroic people. 

II 

In the first stages the German and 
Italian interventionists did not come for
ward openly as belligerents, in the hope 
that the rebels would achieve rapid vic
tory. But when it became clear that the 
Spanish people were creating their peo
ple's army and would be able utterly to 
crush the rebellion throughout the coun
try, they cast aside the camouflage. Since 
that time troops and military equipment 
have been sent to Spain without a break 
from Germany and Italy. And now, at 
the end of the second year of the war, 
German and Italian units occupy a de
cisive position among the troops carrying 
on the war against the Spanish people. 

The Italian and German fascist army 
commands are the actual masters both 
at the front and in the occupied parts 
of Spain. This point is already realized 
not only by anti-fascists and outside ob
servers in the West European countries, 
but also by many people now in the rebel 
camp. Many Spanish officers in the 
Franco camp have become clearly con
vinced that the real masters of the so
called Spanish Nationalist Army are the 
German and Italian fascists, who arro
gantly lord it in the occupied districts 
and behave there as though they were in 
a colonial c;ountry under their heel. And 
quite a number of Spanish officers in the 
Franco camp who raised their voices 
against this have been shot. These facts, 
I think, go to show more eloquently than 
many others do who are the real bellig
erents. 

The inspirers of the rebellion them
selves have long ceased to hide the fact 
that they are waging war against Spain. 
At the very time when months have been 
spent in the "non-intervention" commit
tee on the search for methods to deter
mine the number of foreign troops in 
Spain, Mussolini has publicly and re
peatedly declared that fascist Italy is 
waging war in Spain. He openly ex-

changes telegrams with his generals on 
Spanish territory. In March, 1937, there 
was published his telegram calling for 
victory at all costs and addressed to 
General Manzini. This message was ad
dressed to just those "valiant legions" 
which were later routed at Guadalajara. 
In August, 1937, after the fall of San
tander, Mussolini despatched new tele
grams to those in command of the Italian 
troops, in which he said that: "Italy is 
proud to have succeeded in waging war 
on Spanish territory." Just recently, on 
July 10, there was published in Musso
lini's mouthpiece, the Popolo d'ltalia, an 
article of his in which he brazenly talks 
of the war being waged by the troops of 
Italian fascism in Spain. "Our battalions 
which have only just returned from the 
conquest of Ethiopia have had to depart 
once again for Spain .... " Such is the 
statement of the chief himself of the 
fascist barbarians who are spreading 
death on Spanish territory. 

Lists are published in the Italian press 
of officers and men of the expeditionary 
units killed in Spain. Just recently the 
entire Italian press published the official 
statement (without a doubt very much 
understated) that during the period of 
the war in Spain the number of Italian 
airmen killed was 120, the number taken 
prisoner 21, and the number missing 9. 
Italian generals write articles to the 
press about the military operations in 
Spain, in which they do not even con
sider it necessary to pretend to be Fran
co's "advisers," but come forward as 
avowed and brazen fascist conquerors. 

The German fascists have also long 
ceased to hide the military operations 
against Spain behind the figleaf of non
intervention. And, really, it is ridiculous 
and impossible to hide such facts as the 
dispatch from Germany and Italy of 
hundreds of thousands of soldiers, theyu,.. 
sands of airplanes, tanks, and of the end
less stream of shells and other types of 
1nilitary equipment. 

At the very moment when decisions 
are being taken in the non-intervention 
committee about the means of with
drawing volunteers from Spain- and 
the real volunteers figh,ting on the side 
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of the Spanish people are cynically put 
in the same category as the regular army 
corps of the fascist intervention-new 
military forces are being transferred to 
the Levant front from Italy and Ger
many. The interventionists are openly 
preparing a combined sea, land and air 
drive against Valencia. 

One needs to possess the really un
paralleled hypocrisy of Lord Halifax and 
Mr. Chamberlain to deny the presence 
in Spain of troops of intervention, the 
destruction of Spanish towns, the wip
ing out of women and little children, the 
sinking of merchant ships by Italian and 
German bombing planes and to assert 
that all that is going on in Spain is an 
internal struggle between the Spaniards 
thmnselves, in whose affairs the League 
of Nations and the countries interested 
in the maintenance of peace should not 
intervene. 

Is it not clear to every person not de
sirous of closing his eyes to stubborn 
facts that the pro-fascist clique of Brit
ish Conservatives and of their allies in 
the camp of French reaction bear no 
small share of the responsibility, to
gether with the fascist aggressors, for 
the horrible suffering and numberless 
sacrifices of the Spanish people? 

Our Comrade Dolores Ibarruri, that 
tribune of the heroic Spanish people, is 
a thousand times right when she says: 
"The blood of the children, women and 
men who were murdered during these 
tragic days is upon the head not only of 
the traitor Franco, not only of Hitler 
and Mussolini. There are many people in 
Europe who, however m1wh they may 
seek for waters of Jordan, will not be 
able to wash their hands clean of inno
cent blood." 

III 

The two years of the struggle in 
Spain have brought to light new tremen
dous popular forces which have proved 
not only capable of withstanding the of
fensive of the fascist hordes, armed 
though they be to the teeth, but have 
shown their unswerving determination 
to carry on the struggle to the end and 
win victory over fascism. 

Republican Spain, as is well known, 
began the struggle in exceptionally un
favorable conditions from the military 
point of view. The masses of the people 
had not undergone the schooling of the 
world imperialist war, had no experience 
in the conduct of positional warfare and 
many other forms of modern defense. 
The Republican government proved to 
have very few commanding personnel 
and very poor military equipment. And 
yet despite all these difficulties, the 
Spanish people have for two years al
ready been staunchly defending their lib
erty and independence. 

At the outbreak of the rebellion the 
Republic possessed very insignificant 
military forces, several thousand armed 
men, in actual fact. Now it bas an army 
of half a million men, an army steeled 
in battle, one that bas undergone many 
difficulties and is learning the art of the 
conduct of modern warfare. New com
manding personnel have been established 
closely bound up with the people, self
lessly defending their interests and suc
cessfully mastering the complicated mili
tary art. The war industry is being or
ganized, and the entire economy of the 
country is placed at the service of one 
aim-victory over the enemy. 

Despite the tremendous military and 
technical superiority of the forces of in
tervention, and a number of partial de
feats, the Republican Army has also won 
during these two years tremendous vic
tories such as will go down in history 
for all time. The rebels have on dozens 
of occasions hurled their storm detach
ments against Madrid. They have at
tempted to crush it by land and by air, 
on more than one occasion have loudly 
announced the capture of Madrid and 
in this regard have sent out banquet in
vitations. But nothing has been able to 
shatter the heroic resistance of the Peo
ple's Army. Madrid bas become the sym
bol of impregnability, the stronghold of 
Spanish liberty and independence, an ex
ample now being followed by Valencia 
and Barcelona. The Republican Army in
flicted a severe blow on the armies of 
intervention at Guadalajara, it smashed 
their plans of a general offensive by 
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capturing Teruel, and in many other 
cases displaying heroism and the ability 
not only to take the defensive, but also 
to pass to the offensive. It has succeeded 
in checking the offensive on the Aragon 
front, in localizing the breach, in up
setting the plans of the intervention 
makers who calculated on inflicting a 
crushing blow on the Republican Army. 

In all these successes the decisive role 
belongs to the united proletarian and 
People's Front. For a number of years 
the Communist Party of Spain-the 
initiator of the Popular Front-has con
ducted a consistent and persistent strug
gle for the unity of the Spanish pro
letariat, for rallying all the forces of 
the people against reaction and fascism. 

The unification of the workers' organi
zations and the mustering of the forces 
of the whole people took place step by 
step. The beginning of 1935 saw the 
successful completion of negotiations be
tween the Unitary Confederation of La
bor and the Gen~ral Workers Union 
(U.G.T.), and by the end of the year 
their amalgamation took place. 

At the end of 1935, contact commit
tees were established throughout Spain 
between the Communist and Socialist 
Parties. 

In January, 1936, the People's Front 
was established, covering the Commu
nist and Socialist Parties, the U.G.T., the 
Republican Left, the Republican League, 
the Party of the Catalan Left and other 
organizations. 

In April, 1936, the Communist and 
Socialist Leagues of Youth were merged 
into a single organization. In July of 
the same year four parties-the Catalan 
Socialist League, the Catalan Federa
tion of the Socialist Party of Spain, the 
Proletarian Party of Catalonia and the 
Communist Party of Catalonia-joined 
forces in Catalonia and out of them es
tablished the United Socialist Party of 
Catalonia. 

In March, 1937, all the youth organi
zations in a number of provinces in 
Spain-the United Socialist League, the 
Anarchist and Republican organizations 
-formed Youth Alliances, while in Sep-

tember of the same year a National 
Youth Alliance was established covering 
all the youth organizations of the coun
try. 

In August, 1937, a program of joint 
action was adopted by the Communist 
and Socialist Parties. In March, 1938, 
unity of action was established between 
the U.G.T. and the Anarcho-Syndicalist 
C.N.T. (National Confederation of La
bor), while in April the C.N.T. and the 
F.A.I. (Iberian Anarchist Federation) 
joined the People's Front. 

Thus the Spanish working class, by 
overcoming the difficult heritage that di
vided its forces in the past, has con
sistently established a firm basis for the 
unification of the Spanish people in the 
struggle against the fascist rebels and 
the forces of intervention. The severe 
trials of the war and the danger of the 
fascist enslavement of Spain hastened 
on the completion of this process. 

The entire course of the struggle of 
the Spanish people has provided incon
trovertible confirmation of the correct
ness of the People's Front policy. It was 
precisely the establishment and con
solidation of the People's Front that 
rendered it possible to rally together all 
the vital forces of the Spanish people, 
despite the previously existing deep po
litical and other differences in their 
ranks. Thanks to the People's Front the 
Spanish people have been able to estab
lish their People's Army, which has 
proved capable of withstanding the on
slaught of the technically superior 
armies of the fascist intervention. 

The People's Front of struggle against 
the fascist rebels and the forces of in
tervention has strengthened the solidar
ity in struggle between the Communists, 
Socialists, Anarcho-Syndicalists, Repub
licans and non-party people in the army 
and behind the lines, despite the un
ceasing disruptive work by the Caballero 
clique, agents of the so-called "Fifth 
Column" and of the Trotskyite bandits. 
Had there been no People's Front, the 
Spanish people would long ago have been 
internally disorganized, crushed and en-
slaved by the fascist invaders. 
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It is no accident that all the enemies 
of the Spanish Republic at home and 
abroad have exerted and continue to 
exert all possible efforts to spread and 
inflame mutual distrust and discord 
among the parties and organizations be
longing to the People's Front so as to 
undermine confidence in their govern
ment, to disrupt the People's Front it
self. For this reason, on the occasion of 
the eecond anniversary of their strug
gle, the Spanish people thoroughly ap
preciate, now more than ever before, the 
need to maintain and further consolidate 
the People's Front--the basis of their 
unity, the main source of their defensive 
power and the first condition of victory 
in their wa,r of national liberation 
against the fascist plunderers. And there 
are no grounds for doubting that the 
working class of Spain, the entire Span
ish people, will guard the inviolable unity 
and solidarity of the People's Front as 
the apple of their eye. 

IV 

The heroic struggle of the Spanish 
people is of enormous international sig
nificance. It has held back and continues 
to hold back the outbreak of a new 
world war. Had the German and Italia'h 
fascists succeeded in achieving in Spain 
the rapid victory they contemplated, this 
would undoubtedly have resulted in a 
tremendous intensification of the effront
ery and aggressiveness of these war
mongers toward other nations. 

And on the other hand, had the gov
ernments of the bourgeois-democratic 
countries really fulfilled their elementary 
international obligations to the Spanish 
Republic, to the extent merely of lifting 
the blockade, giving Spain the right to 
purchase arms, then the victory of the 
Spanish people that would undoubtedly 
have followed would have effectively as
sisted in curbing the fascist aggressors 
and would have dealt a very severe lllow 
at their plans of kindling the flames of 
a world war. 

There also can be no doubt that the 
splendid example of the heroic struggle 
of the Spanish people has exerted irre-

sistible influence over other nations 
threatened with fascist aggression. 
These nations are on their guard against 
the fascist menace, they have no desire 
to be caught unawares by the arrogant 
plunderers. They have n.J desire to 
place themselves at the mercy of the ag
gressors, but on the contrary are pre
paring to defend their liberty and inde
pendence. 

Fascist plots have been crushed in the 
very embryo in a number of countries. 
The plot of the French Cagoulards was 
uncovered while still in its preparatory 
stages. The fascist coup of General 
Cedillo in Mexico was quickly crushed by 
the Cardenas government, basing itself 
on the support of the Mexican people. 
Even in countries with reactionary gov
ernments such as Rumania in the Bal
kans and Brazil in South America the 
attempts of Hitler's supporters to carry 
through coups d'etat came up against 
resistance and ended in failure. 

The influence of the Spanish example 
can also be seen in the determination of 
the Chinese people to resist the Japa
nese invaders with all means in their 
power, and in the readiness of the 
Czechoslovak people resolutely to de
fend themselves against the menace to 
their independence coming from Ger
man fascism. 

The war in Spain is giving rise to 
growing mass indignation and discontent 
in the countries of the fascist aggres
sors themselves. The masses see before 
their very eyes how bankrupt are the 
repeated assertions made by the fascist 
governments about easy victories on the 
Spanish fronts, about the speedy end to 
the "expedition to Spain." With every 
month that passes the war is making 
itself felt with increasing force. It 
brings privation to millions of the work
ing people of Italy and Germany. The 
fascist governments are unable to hide 
from the people the hundreds and thou
sands of men killed, wounded and crip
pled. And before their eyes rises the 
horrible nightmare of the last world im
perialist war. Millions of people are 
thinking that if things should continue 
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this way, if fascism is given its head in 
Spain and in other countries, then a sim
ilar fate threatens them tomorrow of be
ing cripple<! and killed themselves. 

'The news that penetrates despite all 
the obstacles raised by the fascist dic
tatorship indicates an increase in anti
war, anti-fascist sentiments and actions. 
There are many facts already of action 
taken against the "Spanish war" not 
only by working people in Italy, but also 
by Italian troops. The fascist army com
mand already shoots dozens of men for 
refusal to obey orders, and sends back to 
Italy entire shiploads of "unreliable" 
units. If it is borne in mind that the fas
cist authorities send to the war the units 
that they have drilled most and are from 
their point of view the most reliable, then 
all the facts of the action taken against 
the war show that more serious event.s 
are near in the fascist countries. 

Spontaneous mass actions break out 
now in one, now in another part of Italy, 
when troops are being dispatched to 
Spain or on the arrival from that coun
try of wounded soldiers. In many towns 
leaflets and slogans are circulated pro
testing against the war and the priva
tion it has brought to the working 
masses. 

Similar processes are taking place in 
Germany as well. There, as in Italy, 
anti-fascists, despite the furious terror 
of the authorities, collect funds for the 
Spanish people and pass them on to 
Spain. Actions against the dispatch of 
troops and arms to Spain are becoming 
a more and more frequent occurrence in 
German factories and workshops. In 
Essen, the center of the war industry, 
one can see on the factory walls the 
slogan: "Hangmen, hands off! The Span
ish people will themselves guide their 
own destiny." The fascist authorities are 
seriously concerned at cases of damage 
done to the death-dealing weapons sent 
to the fascist rebels. New prisoners have 
long ago made their appearance in Ger
many's concentration camps, thrown 
there for action taken against the war 
in Spain. 

The mothers, wives and children of 

the soldiers sent to Spain and of those 
killed there direct their anger against 
the government. In the conditions of the 
present war no fascist rulers will suc
ceed in diverting this wrath against the 
"enemy" as was the case during the im
perialist war of 1914-1918, since the ban
dit character of the war and of the of
fensive of fascism against a people de
fending its liberty and independence is 
too obvious. And every day of the war 
brings. with it increasing wrath and dis
content among the masses of the people, 
against the .intervention in Spain and 
those responsible for it, Hitler and 
Mussolini. 

The onslaught of the bloc of fascist 
aggressors on Spain, and the resolute 
resistance put up to them by the Span
ish people have increased to an excep
tional degree the will of the masses of 
the people in other countries to resist 
fascist aggression, and have given rise 
to a big upward trend of the anti-fascist 
movement throughout the world. The 
struggle of the Spanish people and the 
international solidarity campaign, by 
clearly showing the urgent nee<l for 
united action by the international pro
letariat, are one of the powerful factors 
hastening on the process of the aboli
tion of the split in the ranks of the labor 
movement. The ground is increasingly 
slipping from under the feet of the oppo
nents of working class unity, and the 
number of supporters of unity and of 
fighters for the establishment of inter
national proletarian unity in the strug
gle against fascism and war is growing 
apace in the ranks of the Socialist Party 
and the trade unions. 

The working people of all lands will 
draw many valuable lessons from the 
Spanish events, and above all the one of 
which the Communists tirelessly remind 
them, that the $truggle against fascism 
must not be postponed, the fascist danger 
must not be underestimated. Fascism 
must be Qpportunely countered by the 
forces of a. united working class and of 
the widest masses standing solid in an 
anti-fascist People's Front. To dally in 
this matter, to fail to see the danger of 
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the fascist offensive and of fascist plots 
means to facilitate the vile cause of 
fascism and thereby to inflict great sac
rifices on the working masses. 

Long before the rebellion the Com
munist Party of Spain uttered a warn
ing about the action prepared by the 
fascists, pointed to their disruptive work 
directed against the Spanish people, to 
the threads linking the plotters within 
the country to their German and Italian 
instigators. The Communist Party called 
for the removal of the reactionary gen
erals, for the arming of the people and 
for the adoption of other effective meas
ures whereby to defend the Republic. 

Is there anybody now who can dispute 
the fact that had the ringleaders of the 
fascist coup under preparation been ren
dered harmless in good time, this would 
have saved the lives of hundreds and 
thousands of people? The plans of the 
fascist aggressors would have been 
smashed. Spain would not have been 
subject to its present ruin and seve1·e 
trials. 

Now, therefore, when the Communist 
Party of France calls on the people to be 
vigilant, exposes the Cagoulards and 
other fascist plotters, when the Commu
nists of Czechoslovakia energetically op
pose the designs of Hitler's agents, when 
the Communists of Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and other 
countries call on their peoples to take 
timely action against the threatening 
menace of fascist aggression, when the 
Communists in England point to Cham
berlain's ruinous policy, the example of 
Spain should rise up before the eyes of 
the working people. This example should 
make them take heed of what the Com
munists say, and rally the masses of the 
people with still greater energy to the 
struggle against fascism in their coun
tries. 

v 
In their heroic struggle the Spanish 

people have met with the support of the 
working class and anti-fascists through
out the world. 

The peoples of the Soviet Union, the 

great land of socialism, are resolutely on 
the side of the Spanish people. The So
viet Union by its peace policy and by the 
stand it has taken in international bodies 
is steadfastly striving to bring about the 
end of fascist intervention in Spain, and 
provides an example of effective struggle 
to curb the fascist aggressors and main
tain world peace. 

International solidarity has found ex
pression in various ways, in the sending 
of foodstuffs and medical supplies, the 
evacuation and fraternal reception of 
Spanish children, demonstrations in de
fense of the Spanish Republic and pro
tests against the destruction of the peace
ful towns of Spain, demands for the with
drawal of the troops of intervention, par
tial prevention of the loading of war 
materials, boycott, cases of insubordin
ation, etc. 

In the most decisive days, when mor
tal danger hung over the capital of 
Spain, fighting alongside the Spanish 
fighters by the walls of Madrid were the 
International Brigades, made up of the 
best sons of the international proletariat. 
They have played a considerable part in 
beating off the fascist hordes. 

,However, the working class and the 
anti-fascists of the bourgeois countries 
have not yet been able to secure the thing 
most necessary to the Spanish people, the 
right to the free purchase of the neces
sary means of defense; they have failed 
to secure the lifting of the blockade of 
Republican Spain; <they have been unable 
to ovn·come the ruinous policy of non
intervention; they have failed to bring 
about the cessation of direct and indirect 
support for the fascist interventionists 
by the decisive West European powers. 

Now, at the end of the second year of 
the war in Spain, it should be pointed out 
that the working class of the capitalist 
countries has not yet thoroughly ful
filled its duty to the Spanish people en
gaged in defending against fascist ag
gression the democracy and peace of all 
countries. It must be said outright that 
du?'ing these two years the Spanish peo
ple have done more for the defense of the 
cau-Se of world peace and progress than 
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has been done till now by the working 
people of the capitalist courutries in sup
port of the Spanish people. 

On the occasion of the second anniver
sary of the heroic struggle in Spain, it 
is the duty of every labor organization, of 
every individual active in the labor move
ment, of every honest anti-fascist poli
tician to examine the causes that prevent 
adequate and effective aid being rendered 
to Republican Spain and that prevent the 
working class from fulfilling its full duty 
to the Spanish people. 

The Socialist Parties have adopted 
quite a number of good resolutions re
garding aid to the Spanish people, but 
are far from having taken the necessary 
steps to secure their fulfilment. What is 
more, they systematically permit leaders 
of theirs who not only occupy ministerial 
posts in the governments of a number of 
countries, but even head such govern
ments, to conduct an entirely opposite 
policy. 

This policy of the official representa
tives of the Second International led to 
such a noteworthy fact as that the Brit
ish bourgeois politician Lloyd George, 
when recently on a visit to Paris, ex
horted the leaders of the Socialist Party 
of France and of the Second Interna
tional about the need for supporting Re
publican Spain. He "explained" to the 
Socialist leaders that the seizure of Spain 
by Germany and Italy would serve as a 
starting point for them to undertake a 
military attack on France and to kindle 
world war; that after having occupied 
the Spanish provinces bordering on 
France, German troops are beginning to 
raise fortifications and to prepare bases 
on the Pyrenees for an attack on France; 
that the German army command already 
possesses important positions in Gibral
tar; that the German and Italian navies 
consider themselves to a considerable de
gree to be full-fledged masters through
out the Mediterranean. 

As is well known, the Communist In
ternational has on many occasions made 
approaches, directly and through its rep
resentatives, Comrades Thorez and Ca
chin, to the Second International for the 

organization of joint action against the 
fascist intervention and in defense of the 
Spanish people. Joint action by the par
ties and trade union organizations of the 
international proletariat would create 
such a tremendous movement in all coun
tries as would change the entire interna
tional situation in the briefest space of 
time, would bar the way to the offensive 
of the fascist aggressors and would sure
ly facilitate the liberation both of the 
Spanish and Chinese peoples from the 
fascist invaders. Such a movement would 
lead not to the large-scale war with which 
Hitler and Mussolini scare the bankers 
and hucksters of England and France, 
but, on the contrary, would be the most 
certain means of curbing the unbridled 
fascist aggressors and would be the best 
guarantee for maintaining world peace. 

But on every occasion when the Com
munist International has addressed its 
proposal for joint action to the Second 
International and the International Fed
eration of Trade Unions, the representa
tives of these organizations have congre
gated at conferences, adopted declara
tions of solidarity with the Spanish 
people, uttered wordy invocations against 
the blockade of Republican Spain, but 
have stubbornly refused, under the in
fluence of reactionary British Labor Par
ty and trade union leaders and their 
myrmidons in other countries, to agree 
to organize the united action of the world 
proletariat that alone can produce the 
necessary positive results. 

Yet the past two years of war in Spain 
have provided adequate proof of the fact 
that it is not by wordy invocations 
against the blockade of Republican Spain, 
not by paper protests against the fas
cist aggressors, not by exhortations to 
pro-fascist politicians in England and 
France that real aid can be given to the 
Spanish people. 

This req7tires that specific action be 
undertaken by the forces of society and 
partie7llarly 1mited action by the world 
proletariat. 

We who desire really to see the end of 
the destruction of peaceful towns in 
Spain, of the murder of women and chil-
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dren, who desire to have the fascist 
violators driven out of Spain, and to 
see the establishment of a firm barrier 
against the outbreak of a new world im
perialist war, must take action. It is not 
difficult to find the organization and form 
of this action; life itself, the experience 
of the labor movement itself prompts 
them. 

• • • 
The end of the second year of the war 

sees the Spanish people exerting all their 
energy, mobilizing all the country's means 
and resources for resistance to the fas
cist invaders. The Spanish people are 
heroically enduring unheard-of privation 
and sacrifice, overcoming tre111endous 
difficulties, in beating off the attacks of 
the fascist barbarians who are armed 
with all the most up-to-date means of 
destruction. 

In the course of this struggle the 
Spanish proletariat and anti-fascist 
fighters have to rebuff the faint-hearts 
and waverers, to crush the Trotskyite and 
other fascist agents. The men of the Re
publican Army of Spain fighting at the 
walls of Madrid, on the Levant front, in 
the Pyrenean Mountains and along the 
coast line are fighting against the worst 
enemies of the whole of working man
kind. The blood shed by them and their 
brothers rouses other peoples to the 

struggle against fascism. Their heroic 
struggle brings new heroes forward in 
the most distant corners of the earth, on 
the fields of the great land of China, in 
distant Mexico, and in the very camp of 
their mortal enemies, in the fascist coun
tries. 

It is now up to the international prole
tariat. 

Everything must be done to ensure the 
victory of the Spanish people, for as 
Comrade Stalin, the great leader of the 
working people, pointed out in his tele
gram to Comrade Jose Diaz, General Sec
retary of the Communist Party of Spain, 

"The liberation of Spain from the op
pression of the fascist reactionaries is not 
the private affair of the Spaniards, but 
is the comnwn ca;use of all advance« and 
progressive mankind." 

To fulfill this common cause of ad
vanced and progressive mankind-the 
liberation of Spain from the yoke of the 
fascist reactionaries-means, in the pres
ent international situation, not only to 
render aid to the Spanish people, to assist 
most decisively in defending Czechoslo
vakia against German fascism, and in 
achieving victory for the Chinese people 
over the Japanese invaders. It means also 
to bar the way to further acts of aggres
sion and slaughter by barbarous fascism, 
it means to maintain world peace. 



The Chosen of the People 

FOR the first time, the Supreme Soviet 
of the Russian Soviet Federative Re

public has met, the session lasting from 
July 16 to July 20. There were 727 depu
ties, representing constituencies in an 
area which extends from India to the 
Arctic Ocean, from the Baltic Sea to the 
Pacific. They represent the Russian 
people, whose working class, under 
Lenin's and Stalin's leadership, was the 
first in the world to realize in fact the 
life-work of Marx and Engels. They rep
reseut the 37 different peoples who live 
in unbreakable, fraternal community 
with the Russian people in this area, the 
greatest of the eleven Soviet republics. 

The Supreme Soviet of the R.S.F.S.R. 
is a parliament, the like of which can 
exist only in the country of socialism. 

Tke gates of the baurgeoi3 parlia-
ments 

Swing wide open to a, golden key; 
But in the Soviet land only -talent, 
Lab!Yr and achievement may gain an 

entry. 
Now the people kas sent to its Soviet 

government 
The masters of all crafts, callings. 
There can be no better govern.ment 

of mankind, 
No warmer love of country. 
Where else may you see miners and 

singers, 
Masons and explorers-no barriers 

dividing-
Leaders and milkmaids, brotherly 

together? 
Where else could suck an assembly 

be /aundf 

So spoke in verse one of the deputies, 
the poet Lebedev-Kumach, at the ses
sion. And here the author of popular 
songs of the socialist era, as sung by 
millions, has happily expressed the con
ception represented by the Soviet parlia
ment. 

In this Soviet parliament are the men 
and women who, in their daily working 
surroundings, have ably represented the 
interests of the community, who, by their 
lives and achievements, have given proof 
that they hold the interests of their so
cialist country, the interests of the whole 
people, above all else. 

In this Supreme Soviet, 339 deputies 
are workers, 195 are peasants. Of the 
workers, 248 are functionaries of the 
Party or of Soviet bodies, or they hold 
leading positions in industry. Others 
come from the army. Of the peasants, 
132 are engaged in Party work, local 
Soviet work or agricultural activity. 

The average age of the members of 
the Supreme Soviet is considerably less 
than that of the bourgeois parliaments. 
Only 190 deputies, out of the 727, are 
over 40. The great majority of the 
deputies, then, are of the generation 
which came to an intelligent participa
tion in political and social life after the 
October Revolution. 

There· are sons of the working class 
o:r: peasantry in this parliament who, 
despite their youth, are RO strangers to 
leadership. Whether they are factory
managers, chairmen of collective farms 
or of local Soviets, they are people who 
are accustomed to carrying on leading 
political activities, apart from their daily 
work. 

Whoever accomplishes exemplary work 
-in whatever field of activity it may 
be-is working towards the further up
building of the Soviet state. A state 
which represents no interests contrary 
to those of the people transforms every 
act which leads to the improvement and 
renewal of social life and production into 
a political act. 

709 

The deputy Orlov, for example, is a 
bricklayer, and has been one all his life. 
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He is over 40 years old. Orlov has 
worked out new methods in bricklaying 
which have made it possible considerably 
to accelerate the whole process of resi
dential and school building in Moscow, 
and to solve the most difficult of all prob
lems in the building industry: the lack 
of skilled workers and the inadequate 
utilization of raw materials. It is obvi
ago, were still following their trade. 
They have discovered methods which 
have enabled the shipment of freight 
ous to anyone that the work accom
plished by Orlov is not just bricklayer's 
work, but is of vital importance to the 
socialist state. 

At the head of the greatest railways 
of the Soviet Union are former loco
motive engineers who, only a year or so 
almost to be doubled. When these masters 
of their craft accomplished this, they 
contributed towards the life of the Soviet 
country something of decisive value, 
something which helps to transform for 
the better one of the most important 
aspects of the life of the socialist state; 
and therefore the electors sent them as 
their representatives to the Supreme 
Soviet. 

Most of the deputies are masters of 
labor such as these, reorganizers of the 
industries in which they have worked. 
For them, politics is no spare-time occu
pation, nor is it a profession; it is the 
extension and sublimation of their cre
ative labor, and it has gained for them 
the confidence of the electors. 

Together with these masters of labor, 
the model workers in all branches of 
production, sit the men of science, and, 
above all, the men who, in the fulfillment 
of leading work in the state, have shown 
that they are eminently capable of rep
resenting the interests of the workers 
and peasants, and of translating into 
actuality the boldest dreams of man
kind. 

The whole object of the bloc of the 
Communists and non-Party people is 
that all who see clearly that for human
ity the sole path to freedom is by 
way of communism shall be rallied 
around a clear and united program. 

In the Soviet Union, the term "govern-

ment" or "to govern" means concern for 
the people of the country, for their hap
piness and prosperity, and for the de
velopment of their talents; for the 
growth of a new generation which is 
healthy and intelligent, and which will 
master all the knowledge which the 
varied activities of this vast land require. 

The discussion on the formation of 
the government, therefore, consisted of a 
studied examination of the types of 
activity and work which would most di
rectly meet the needs of the people. 

In the course of the discussion, there 
was severe and detailed criticism of the 
work of the People's Commissars for 
Health, Education, Trade and Local In
dustries. The speeches did not resemble 
the interpellations in bourgeois parlia
ments, where, in the course of a debate 
on the budget, perhaps, various proposals 
will be dragged in; these were demands 
expressed by the electors, and conveyed 
directly by the deputies to the People's 
Commissars. The discussion did not rest 
upon the provisiol'l of resources to the 
commissariats, for they are already 
richly supplied, but with the better 
utilization of these resources, the better 
organization of service for the people. 
Criticism was severe and was based 
upon the practical experience of the 
deputies in their own constituencies. And 
the criticism was never devoid of prac
tical proposals for improvement in the 
work of the people's commissariats. 

The newly elected People's Commis
sars were given no carte blanche, but a 
serious admonition as to the direction 
and manner in which their efforts were 
to be exerted. From the very first mo
ment, they were impressed with the re
sponsibility which they had assumed be
fore these, the representatives of the 
people. The commissar in charge of edu
cation for the R.S.F.S.R., for instance, 
had to give practical proof-dur
ing the coming weeks of prepara
tion for the new school year-that he 
had made good the earlier faults which 
the deputies had condemned. The depu
ties spoke to this high state official
who stands at the head of an army of 
over 600,000 teachers--with all the au. 
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thority with which the unanimous confi
dence of the people had endowed them. 

The Soviet parliament is Stalin's 
work. The bloc of the Communists and 
non-Party people bears his name; and 
rightly so, for the unification of a multi
farious people in a bitter struggle 
against an enemy which had the whole 
world as ally, was his achievement. The 
testimonial to Stalin, renewed by the 
deputies, was a testimonial to socialism, 
which under Stalin gained the victory. 

The conclusion of the session of the 
Supreme Soviet was an unforgettable 
and incomparable occasion of the reunion 
of the representatives of the people with 
the people itself. From the tribune of 
the Soviet parliament rang the voices 
of workers of Moscow and Leningrad, 
of a women textile worker from the 
Tatar Republic, where once women had 
but the status of chattels. The words of 
these speakers, addressed to their depu
ties, reinforced that united will to which 

the election had already given expression. 
The last word at this session rang out 

beyond the Soviet frontiers. Sun-tanned 
youngsters, glowing with health, in the 
uniform of the Red Army-infantrymen, 
cavalry men, tank drivers, aviators-and 
sailors of the Red Navy, marched briskly 
into the hall. 

It was an expression of youthful, 
happy love of homeland, of the unbreak
able will to defend this country, the 
sole country of socialism. 

"We have the strongest weapons," said 
one young Red Army man, "the strongest 
arms any army in the world has ever 
had: the teachings of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Stalin." 

Socialism is truth. The truth breaks 
through all webs of lies, all the wretched 
trickery of the enemy. The recent session 
of the Supreme Soviet of the R.S.F.S.R. 
made manifest the real unity and soli
darity of a people which has freed itself 
from all class oppression. 



Sir Walter Citrine-Friend of Chanmerlain 

NO NEWSPAPER reader in Great 
Britain is unfamiliar with the "belt

ed knight" Sir Walter Citrine, who is 
Secretary of the Trade Union Congress. 
At one moment he is to be found leading 
the Trade Union Congress General Coun
cil to hear what the Prime Minister has 
to say with regard to the necessity of 
increasing arms production. There are 
people who say that this action was pre
pared by a series of preliminary conver
sations between Sir Walter and the gov
ernment. His memorandum outlining the 
arguments for reJecting the agreement 
arrived at between the delegation of the 
International Federation of Trade 
Unions and the trade unions of the So
viet Union is circulated among the dele
gates to the Oslo Conference of the In
ternational Federation. 

It appears that the memorandum was 
circulated without the consent of Sir 
Walter. It was intended as a "behind the 
scenes" directive to the reformist lead
ers and was not intended for circulation 
as a public document. Still no one pro
duced any arguments against interna
tional trade union unity that were not 
already contained in the document of 
Sir Walter. He also distinguished him
self by opposing a resolution approving 
the action of the Mexican government in 
breaking off diplomatic relations with 
Great Britain. Time and Tide, a weekly 
paper of Liberal complexion, described 
the action of Sir Walter regarding Mex
ico as follows: 

"To add to the amusement of the 
cynical, Sir Walter Citrine is wrestling 
with the problem in all its beauty at 
Oslo. In a fine speech to the delegates of 
the International Federation of Trade 
Unions he declares that some one must 
stand up to the dictators sooner or later. 
Mexico, which stood up to Franco when 

England didn't, is also standing up to 
the British bondholders. It wants a reso
lution of support from the comrades of 
the I.F.T.U. Sir Walter says he must 
consult London. But who in London? He 
knows to perfection how the minds of his 
T.U.C. will work, for he molds that 
mind. It seems that he will consult the 
government." 

It appears that Time and Tide does not 
know exactly what kind of a government 
is ruling in Mexico, but it does know 
what kind of trade union leader Sir 
Walter Citrine is. 

Who is Sir Walter Citrine? He was 
born in Liverpool in 1887 and was edu
cated in an elementary school. On leav
ing school he learned the trade of elec
trician. In his spare time he studied 
office management and is today one of 
the most efficient office organizers among 
the bureaucracy. 

He was a member of the Independent 
Labor Party in Liverpool for a number 
of years but his main activity was in the 
trade unions. 

At the age of 27 he was the chairman 
of the Liverpool District Committee of 
the Electrical Trades Union and a few 
years later became the president of the 
Engineering and Shipbuilding Federa
tion in the Liverpool area. In 1920 he 
became assistant general secretary of the 
Electrical Trades Union. In 1926 on the 
death of the late Fred Bramley, he be
carne the general secretary of the Brit
ish Trade Union Congress. 

It will be noted that Sir Walter has 
no great organizing services for trade 
unionism to his credit. Whatever one 
may think of the reactionary attitude of 
such figures as I. H. Thomas and Ernest 
Bevin, they have at least played a role 
in building their trade unions. Sir W al
ter's name, however, is not linked with 

712 
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any substantial trade union achievement. 
His knighthood is not for services ren
dered to trade unionism. 

Still, up until the general strike of 
1926, Citrine could be described as a ris
ing, young, ambitious trade union admin
istrator holding mildly "Left" opinions. 
The general strike was for him, like for 
so many other trade union officials who 
had been playing with Left phrasQS, a 
decisive point in his development. He 
saw that he had either to become a full
fledged revolutionist or an ordinary 
Right-wing trade union official, practis
ing and preaching class cooperation, and 
he unhesitatingly chose the latter. 

His first triumph from the standpoint 
of the Right-wing bureaucracy whose 
pliant instrument he had become was his 
defense of the betrayal of the workers in 
the general strike of 1926. He then be
came an eloquent advocate of coopera
tion between capital and labor. 

In a report of the 1928 Trade Union 
Congress, Sir Walter and his colleagues 
told the British workers that they had 
discovered a way of securing for the 
workers in industry "a completely al
tered status," that the way to securing 
this completely altered status was for the 
unions "to use their power to promote 
and guide the scientific reorganization of 
industry as well as to obtain material 
advantages from that reorganization"
in short, to cooperate with the employ
ers in the capitalist reorganization of 
industry. 

At the Trade Union Congresses in 1928 
and 1929, Sir Walter and his friends 
pushed this policy through in the face 
of all opposition. Alas, when the 1929 
Congress was endorsing this policy, the 
economic crisis was already breaking out 
and capitalism was not in a position to 
take Sir Walter's advice on how to 
organize prosperity. The joint commit
tees which were formed between the 
Trade Union Congress and two leading 
central federations of employers were 
soon broken up and the employers went 
ahead to destroy the second Labor gov
ernment and to lower "the status, secur
ity and standard of living of the work
ers." Never was a bankrupt and treaoh-

erous policy so speedily exposed. The 
status of the workers was not raised. 
Cooperation with the capitalist class had 
at least brought him honor and prosper
ity. 

Since the coming of Hitler to power in 
1935 Citrine has been the reformist trade 
union expert on the question of fascism. 
His general view is that fascism is the 
reply of the capitalists to the advance of 
Communism and of Left policies gen
erally. "Every time they made a Com
munist they made a fascist," he told the 
Trade Union Congress in September, 
1933. And so his policy is to cooperate 
with the capitalist class. Under his lead
ership the Trade Union Congress has 
made itself notorious for stifling every 
form of working class activity against 
capitalism. 

In 1935, amid the applause of the cap
italist class, he received his knighthood. 
A storm of protest arose in the move
ment and many demands for the resig
nation of Citrine. The worthy knight ex
plained his position at the Trade Union 
Congress in 1935. The labor movement, 
he declared, had never declared against 
the granting of honors. Other people in 
the labor movement had accepted honors. 
A Labor government had given honors. 
Why should he not accept honors from 
the existing government? 

"It has been suggested," said Citrine, 
"that· my whole outlook on trade union 
business has been conditioned by my re
gard for the other class. I deny that. If 
it were true I ought not to be in your 
service and you are foolish for support
ing a man of that type." 

Yes, undoubtedly such trade unionists 
as support Sir Walter are foolish, but 
many are beginning to recover from 
their folly. 

Citrine was in the Soviet Union with 
the British trade union delegation at the 
end of 1924 and revisited the Soviet 
Union at the end of 1935. His book I 
Search for Truth in Russia contains a 
grossly exaggerated picture of certain 
aspects of Soviet life. At the same time 
the gigantic achievements of the Soviet 
Union are either ignored or minimized. 
This book has become the textbook of 
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anti-Soviet propaganda in Great Britain. 
It is only natural that such a man 

should have been one of the chief sup
porters of the criminal policy of non
intervention and one of the principal 
apologists for the role o'f the British 
government. 

"We believe," concluded Citrine, "that 
this policy (non-intervention) is the only 
practical policy that can be followed in 
the present position." 

A few weeks later Republican Spain 
was receiving generous assistance from 
the Soviet Union, the Labor Party Con
ference was declaring against non-inter
vention, the International Federation of 
Trade Unions was about to abandon 
open support of non-intervention, but the 
British Trade Union Congress remained 
quite passive on the question of Spain. 
At the beginning of 1937 the Spanish So
cialist Party and the U.G.T. requested 
the Labor and Socialist International 
and the International Federation of 
Trade Unions to call an international 
congress of all working class organiza
tions to discuss aid for Spain. As usual 
the British Trade Union Congress was 
in opposition to this proposal and it was 
turned down in favor of a conference of 
the International Federation of Trade 
Unions and the Labor and Socialist In
ternational. 

At this conference the contribution of 
the British delegation was to express: 

" ... regret at the continued attempts 
to secure an all-inclusive conference, 
which had the effect of diverting 
attention from the real issue of help
ing Spain and concentrating it on the 
controversial issue of the united front. 
... It was only right that the Spanish 
comrades and others should have it made 
clear to them that the British labor 
movement had gone to the utmost 
limits of its powers and influence to 
help the Spanish comrades to become 
victorious." (Report of Trade Union 
Congress, 1937.) 

This was being said at a time when 
the General Council of the Trade Union 
Congress was resisting the development 
of a national campaign against the pol
icy of the British government and when 

the total amount of money raised by the 
British Trade Union Congress was only 
£40,000 or less than 2%d per head per 
member of the trade union movement. 

At the Trade Union Congress in 1937 
Sir Walter defended the inactivity of the 
General Council. 

"I do want you to remember one 
point," he said. "Whatever we subscribe 
for Spain is a drop in a bucket. It can
not affect the situation in Spain mate
rially iTI any shape or form. A few hun
dreds of thousands of pounds that can 
be raised in our international movement 
compared to the millions which the Span
L;h government itself controls demon
strates at once the impossibility of our 
trying to take upon our shoulders a pol
icy of that description." 

And so Citrine told the unions that if 
they could send more money they should, 
but it did not matter very much except 
as a gesture of solidarity. Truly a 
strange way of mobilizing assistance for 
a government engaged in beating back 
a foreign invasion. 

Then Citrine followed up to white
wash the policy of the British govern
ment. 

"Coming to the next point, one of the 
speakers said that he could not under
stand my logical mind not seeing that 
the class interests of Franco and the 
class interests of the British government 
were the same. As a. matter of fact I 
have lived long enough to know that class 
interests do not determine everything. 
The thing called class solidarity is by 
no means as strong on the capitalist side 
as you think. The moment that imperial 
interests are seriously touched you will 
see whether class interests restrain our 
government from acting." 

This denial of the identity of interests 
and policy between Chamberlian, Musso
lini and Franco makes peculiar reading 
these days when British ships are being 
bombed in Spain with impunity and when 
the British government is doing every
thing to facilitate a victory for Franco. 

But to whitewash government policy 
on Spain was not enough for Citrine. In 
a later debate on foreign policy at the 
same Congress he proceeded to further 
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defend the policy of the British govern
ment. 

"I frankly ask those who put the ar
gument," he said, "do they really believe 
that any British government would dare 
to pledge the forces of this country be
hind the fascist powers?" 

Here the question of the pro-fascist 
role of Chamberlain is deliberately con
cealed. Of course Chamberlain will not 
-and indeed could not-openly pledge 
himself beforehand to give armed sup
port to the fascist powers in war. But 
no one said he would. The charge against 
the Chamberlain government was that it 
is helping the fascist aggressors. The 
British state was not putting its arms 
alongside those of the fascists on the 
Spanish battlefield, but it was helping to 
defeat Spain in other ways. It was not 
bent on invading Czechoslovakia but it 
was helping to defeat Czechoslovakia in 
other ways. That was the real charge 
against the British government and this 
Citrine sought to obscure. 

True to this policy, he has in late 
months sought to prevent the fullest 
mobilization of the trade union forces 
against the Chamberlain government. 
The standing orders of the Trade Union 
Congress contain a paragraph which de
clares: 

"In order that the trade union move
ment may do everything in its power to 
prevent future wars, the General Coun
cil shall, in the event of there being a 
danger of an outbreak of war, call a 
special congress to decide on industrial 
action, such a congress to be called, if 
possible, before war is declared." 

After the invasion of Austria the de
mand for a special congress to discuss 
the means of defending peace and help
ing the Spanish people grew in volume. 
Three important unions, the Miners, the 
Engineers, and the Railwaymen, demand
ed the calling of such a congress. The 
General Council under Citrine's leader
ship refused to call such a congress, de
claring- that there was nothing that such 

a congress could decide to do that was 
not already being done. 

In repying to the General Council's 
refusal to call such a conference, Mr. 
Fred Smith, a Right-wing leader of the 
engineers, said: 

"What it means is that the movement's 
leadership tried to influence the govern
ment by means of deputations, debates in 
Parliament, questions to ministers, pub
lic meetings, demonstrations and mani
festoes demanding a reversal of the non
intervention policy, arms for Spain and 
no bargains with the dictators. It can 
do more." 

Mr. Smith suggested an embargo on 
the export of war material to aggressor 
countries. 

There is no doubt whatsoever that an 
embargo on all goods going to Franco 
Spain could have been imposed by the 
unions, with the backing of public opin
ion in reply to the bombing of British 
ships. 

There is equally no doubt that more 
could have been done to raise money for 
Spain. Two of the unions which have 
been foremost in demanding a confer
ence, the Engineering Union and the 
Miners' Federation, have d€cided to raise 
£50,000 and £83,000 respedively or more 
than double the amount that the whole 
of the trade union movement has raised 
up till now. 

At Oslo Sir Walter, in resisting the 
affiliation of the Soviet trade unions to 
the I. F. T. U., declared that the Soviet 
unions were not independent of the So
viet government. It has been proved over 
and over again that the Soviet trade 
unions, whose officials are elected in a 
democratic fashion that is unequalled in 
any capitalist country, are not controlled 
by the Soviet state. There is no need for 
them to pursue a policy which is at vari
ance with that of the Soviet government 
because the Soviet government is ~ 

workers' government. But there is need 
for the British trade unions to act in 
opposition to the policy of the British 
government, controlled by the arch-enemy 
Chamberlain. 
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But as far as Sir Walter is concerned 
he resists any and every att~mpt to get 
the unions to manifest their independ
ence. What the British government says 
today, Sir Walter will defend in the Gen
eral Council of the Trade Union Con
gress tomorrow. We do not say that the 
British government has officially ap-

pointed him as its spokesman, but he has 
undoubtedly assumed that role and in 
playing that role he has become a men
ace to the dearest interests of the British 
working class. The workers of Great 
Britain, in the process of dealing with 
Chamberlain, will have to deal with 
Chamberlain's gramophone in the labor 
movement. 

l'he History of the 

COMMUNIST MANIFESTO 

of Marx and Engels 
By V. ADORATSKY 

Director, Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute 

An invaluable summary by a Marxian_authority of how Marx and Engels 
announced the oncoming proletarian revolution, developed a strictly scien
tific basis for its historic necessity, and foretold the inevitable downfall of 
the bourgeoisie and the victory of the proletariat in their historic scientific 
masterpiece. 32 pages, price 10 cents 



The Non-Interventionists Intervene 

ON JUNE 22, the London Tory Dail11 
Express carried the following report 

on the destruction of the Spanish fishing 
village of Nules by German and Italian 
airmen. 

"Ten thousand people once lived an 
easy-going life in this sunny fishing town 
bf Nules. Then the bombers passed over. 

"Today is the fifth day that rescue 
parties have been working among the 
ruins searching for those who did not get 
out of Nules when they were warned to 
do so by the government. 

"It is not known how many are buried 
under the ruins, but it is certain that 
none is alive .... 

"The town was first raided five days 
ago .... 

"The town looked as if a giant rake 
had been drawn over it, its prongs tum
bling down houses in evenly spaced lines. 

"The planes then swung about and 
bombed the town from east to west-
cross-hatching it with bombs. 

"The destruction was almost unbe
lievable. Precious little life was left. 

"Imagine the astonishment of the gov
ernment defenders yesterday, therefore, 
when a fleet of bombers reappeared, and 
hurled high explosives anew on the ruins. 

"It is a simple fact that the town 
previously known as Nules has vanished 
in thunder during the last five days .... 

"It is alleged that an Italian type of 
bomber did this deed." 

Day after day, these cowardly butch
ers have, with bestial sadism, attacked 
and bombed Spanish towns and villages. 
Far behind the front, they have slaugh
tered women and children, old people and 
babies. Those German fascist hangmen
who recently murdered a young mother, 
Liese! Herrmann, on the scaffold-en
joy real feasts of butchery in Spain. 
While they invariably take to flight 
when the pursuit planes of the Spanish 

Republic appear, they revenge them
selves upon peaceful populations, which 
they can murder in the mass without risk 
of their own lives. In gruesome rivalry, 
these thugs of German and Italian fas
cism exert themselves to send to their 
leaders-who are so fond of having 
themselves photographed when posing 
with children-the figures of some new 
record in wholesale child murder. 

The Chamberlain government is far 
less affected by the Nazi sanguinary 
campaign against Spanish women and 
children than it is by the bombing of 
British merchant vessels and the murder 
of British seamen. While the French gov
ernment closes the Pyrenean frontier 
against the Spanish Republic, it toler
ates fascist planes flying over French 
territory and even bombing French 
towns. So long as the fascists go on dec
imating Spanish towns and expelling all 
the cruelties of the Huns, the so-called 
democratic governments appeal to the 
principle of "Non-Intervention." But, the 
moment that the Spanish Republic an
nounces the adoption of defensive meas
ures against the assassins, these "demo
cratic" governments begin to intervene 
with a loud outcry of protest. 

After this repeated mass slaughter of 
peaceful populations, the Spanish ambas
sadors in Paris and London have made 
it known that the Spanish government 
has decided on certain reprisals against 
the fascist interventionists. According to 
a report appearing in the reactionary 
Times of London, Senor Azcarate, Span
ish ambassador to Great Britain, stated 
that the objective· of these reprisals 
would be the air bases which serve the 
invaders, rather than Burgos and Sala
manca. To everyone who read this, it was 
quite obvious that by this the Spanish 
government referred to the Italian air 

'117 
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bases on the Island of Majorca. The 
Italian fascists also quite correctly un
derstood this intention, and their press 
-led by the Giornale d' Italia--bluntly 
rejoined that Italy would consider any 
attack on the air-base at Majorca as an 
attack on Italian territory. 

It is true that, in the "Gentlemen's 
Agreement," Mussolini promised Cham
berlain that he would not take possession 
of nor maintain any positions in the 
Balearic Islands; but this has not in the 
least affected his continued occupation of 
the largest island of the Balearics, 
Majorca, which is virtually an Italian 
possession. The German newspapers at 
once came to the aid of their Italian con
federates. The Berlin Lokalanzeiger, for 
example, wrote that, if the Republicans 
were to attack Majorca, German naval 
guns would once again speak as they had 
at Almeria. The fascist murderers hold 
it as their right to destroy Spanish 
towns and villages with impunity and to 
massacre the Spanish civilian popula
tion, but they howl "provocation!" when 
those whom they attack resort in des
peration to measures of defense. 

But the most appalling aspect of the 
whole affair is that the "democratic" de
fenders of "Non-Intervention" should at 
once g_o to the support of the invaders, 
and proceed shamelessly to intervene to 
the detriment of the Spanish Republic. 
Both British and French reactionary 
newspapers deliberately misrepresented 
the statements of the Spanish ambassa
dors, claimed in the face of common 
knowledge that the Spanish government 
had threatened to bomb Italian towns, 
and exclaimed that this constituted "war
like provocation." The British and 
French foreign ministers behaved in a 
most agitated manner, and hastened 
humbly to assure the fascist aggressors 
that they "disapproved" of the statement 
of the Spanish ambassadors. Gabriel 
Peri, a member of the French Chamber 
of Deputies and of the Chamber's Com
mission on Foreign Affairs, made the 
following statements in l'Hwmanite: 

"1. Chamberlain got the newspapers 
which support him to announce that 

Mussolini was prepared to restrict acts 
of piracy and to withdraw some of his 
mercenaries. This was a downright lie. 

"2. Chamberlain also had his press 
state that the Spanish government had 
decided to undertake reprisals, not only 
against Burgos and Salamanca, but also 
against cities of those countries which 
were Franco's allies. This also was a 
downright lie." 

The rank hypocrisy of "Non-Interven
tion" had by now been converted into 
open intervention of the so-called demo
cratic governments on behalf of the fas
cist interventionists. The Spanish gov
ernment had never announced that it 
would bomb Italian or German towns; 
but even if it had done so, it would but 
have been legitimate self-defense by the 
injured party. 

Is there an international privilege 
which permits the fascist powers to at
tack other countries and to bomb peace
ful towns? Is it purely a private affair 
when German and Italian planes bomb 
harmless villages to ruins, but, on the 
other hand, "provocation" if the attacked 
party in retaliation bombs the air-bases 
of the aggressors? Does international 
law prescribe that the Spanish Republi
cans shall witness in unprotesting silence 
the slaughter of their women and chil
dren, so as not to bring upon themselves 
Mr. Chamberlain's disapproval? Do the 
democratic governments consider that 
the war conducted by the fascists against 
Spain-and China too-is no violation of 
peace, but that the measures of defense 
adopted by the attacked party constitute 
an act of war? Has the moral degenera
tion of the capitalist world proceeded so 
far that the murder of tens of thousands 
of mothers and children provokes merely 
a shrug of the shoulders, while any move 
-a hundred times justified-to defend 
these helpless ones immediately arouses 
"moral indignation"? 

It is within the power of the British 
and French governments to put an end 
to the bombing of peaceful towns and 
of neutral shipping at any time they 
may so desire. At any time, they could, 
by means of a firm stand, overrule the 
fascist powers and prevent the massacre 
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of the Spanish people. While the fascists 
bomb cities and shipping, Chamberlain 
goes trout fishing, but his calm is in
stantly ruffled when the democrats on 
the defensive proclaim their intention of 
smoking out the murderers' burrows. 
This shows clearly what kind of "peace" 
Chamberlain is supporting-it is the 
peace of death, the "peace" imposed by 
the fascist butchers on Durango, Guer
nica, Nules, and many other towns and 
villages, upon thousands of Spanish 
mothers and their children. And when 
the French foreign minister supports 
this policy, be is not serving the interests 
of the French people and of world peace, 
but rather the interests of the German 
and Italian fascists who seek to encircle 

1 France by their seizure of Majorca and 
of positions in the Pyrenees. 

The open intervention by Chamber
lain and the French reactionaries on be
half of Hitler and Mussolini has re
vealed to the democratic peoples the 
wholesale fraud of "Non-Intervention." 
Chamberlain and his French colleagues 
may have caused the frontiers to be 
closed on Republican Spain, but in so 
doing they have opened the eyes of 
millions. 

In his magnificent declaration on June 
18 in Madrid, Premier Negrin showed 
that to resist meant to take the path of 
victory. Only the determined resistance 
of the Spanish people to barbarous inter
vention, and the resistance of the British 
and French peoples to the policy of 
Chamberlain and his lackeys can bring 
about the victory of democracy and hu
manity, and thus save Europe from war. 



Swastika and Christianity 

THE Hitler Youth in Austria has put 
up for discussion a number of theses 

on Christianity. These theses are, so to 
speak, the ideological accompaniment to 
the persecution of the Catholics, to the 
torture and murder of leading Catholic 
politicians, to the ruthless oppression of 
every kind of freedom of opinion in 
Austria. We Communists are fundamen
taily opposed to ail religions but we re
spect the honest religious convictions of 
ail working people and defend the treas
ure of freedom of conscience which the 
humanists, the bourgeois enlighteners, 
the democratic revolutions and, finaily, 
the working class movement have 
wrested from the powers of reaction. 

The Soviet Constitution guarantees to 
all Soviet citizens fuii freedom of belief 
and of opinion. The historians of the 
Soviet Union with extreme objectivity 
have established that Christianity for 
hundreds of years played a progressive 
role. A play which denied this progres
sive role of Christianity against heathen 
barbarism was removed from the pro
gram in Moscow. 

The great ideological conflict of the 
Communists with religion is not carried 
out on the plane of administrative meas
ures, of vulgar falsification of history 
and philistine parson-hunting, but on the 
plane of the economic and political lib
eration of the working people, of the aU
around advancement of true science and 
true culture. We Communists therefore 
support the fight of the Catholics and 
Protestants for their freedom of belief 
and opinion against the barbarism of 
Hitler fascism. We regard ail Catholics 
and Protestants who do not betray the 
people to Hitler but defend its right to 
freedom of belief and opinion against 
Hitler as our feilow fighters. 

In the theses of the Hitler Youth on 

Christianity we can discover not only a 
stupid and impudent falsification of his
tory but also a disgusting atempt to 
bring up the youth to brutality, ignor
ance and fascist mysticism. For instance, 
in these theses there is the foiiowing: 

"Christianity is a religion of slaves or 
idiots .... 

"The New Testament is a Jewish im
posture on the four evangelists because 
its doctrine is copied exactly from the 
Indian doctrine of a Yishnu Christa .... " 

The fascist impostors who have pla
giarized their "world outlook," if one 
may be aiiowed to can it that, from the 
obscure Protocol of the Wise Men of 
Zion, from some books by Nietzsche, 
Sorel, Chamberlain, Moeiier, van Bruuck 
and from a mass of the worst backstairs 
literature, have reaily no ground for 
piiiorying the authors of the New Testa
ment as literary impostors. The New 
Testament differs from the literary pro
ductions of fascism by the fact that it is 
a book which breathes the noble spirit 
of love of mankind and is rich in genu
ine social ideas. The Yishnu Christa, of 
which the theses of the Hitler Youth 
speak, may play an important part in 
the sick fancies of Herr Rosenberg and 
Baldur von Schirach-its influence on 
the New Testament is unknown to seri
ous historical research. 

From the theses of the Hitler Youth 
we discover some more historical novel
ties. It is said: 

"Before Christianity, German culture 
stood at a high level which Christianity 
destroyed. When the Romans were stiii 
using the hoe, the Germans were al
ready using the plow." 

Such rubbish is being put before the 
German and Austrian youth as a his-

7!0 
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torical thesis. It is well known that the 
Teutons were still primitive barbarians 
without history, when the Romans not 
only used the plow but had developed 
a lofty and all-round culture. Thousands 
of words in the German language, the 
symbols of the most important cultural 
achievements, were taken over into the 
German language from Latin, because 
the Teutons first learned these cultural 
achievements from the Romans. The 
statement of Hitler-German historians 
that the Teutons were already acquainted 
with highly developed agriculture can
not be vouched for by any facts what
ever. Even a German-National Professor 
of Agriculture, Theodor Freiherr von der 
Goltz, in his Geschichte der deutschen 
Landwirtschaft (Histo1'1/ of German 
Agriculture) stated: 

"Our forefathers learned regulated 
husbandry from the Romans and partly 
from the Celts who were in Gaul and in 
some districts of the present German 
Empire." 

In fact Christianity was the great 
bearer of culture which prevailed over 
Teutonic primitiveness and carried fur
ther the cultural inheritance of ancient 
society through all the terrors of the 
wanderings of the people and the de
struction of culture in Europe. From in
numerable descriptions by well-known 
historians we only gather what Johannes 
Buehler in his book Die Kultur des Mit
telalters (The Culture of the Middle 
Ages) which is also recognized in Hitler
Germany, formulates quite clearly: 

"Among the tribes which had sur
vived the wanderings of the peoples, an 
active mental life only set in with the 
adoption of Catholicism." 

Christianity did not destroy German 
culture but in truth laid the foundation 
stone of German culture. The Catholic 
Church later, through her close union 
with feudal landed property, by her 
princely power-politics-step by step be
came a reactionary force. At the present 
time, too, the Spanish and Austrian Bi
shops, who tread in Hitler's footsteps, 
embody this reactionary church policy to 

the misfortune and anger of vast masses 
of Christians. They are being opposed 
with growing consciousness by those 
forces of Catholicism which are con
nected with the oppressed working people 
and perceive that their mission more and 
more consists in defending European cul
ture, to which the monks of the early 
Middle Ages contributed so much, 
against the barbarism which is breaking 
out anew. 

In the theses of the Hitler Youth it is 
stated that the Bible is a continuation 
of the Talmud, although the Bible arose 
some centuries before the Talmud. It is 
further stated that in 1848 the Austrians 
were oppressed because the Catholic 
Church in Austria was very strong; the 
Germans meantime had gained a consti
tution. Apart from the fact that the 
revolution of 1848 was crushed in Ger
many just as bodily as in Austria and 
the counter-revolution of Wilhelm I and 
Franz Joseph I were so alike as to be 
mistaken for each other, it is noteworthy 
that in these theses of the Hitler Youth 
a difference is made between Germans 
and Austrians, although according to a 
decree of the Hitler dictatorship there 
were never any Austrianll. 

It is further claimed in the theses 
that Christianity introduced the idea of 
stealing and adultery, that the ten com
mandments are the expression of the 
lowest human instincts (apparently be
cause they forbid murder, lying and 
stealing, which belong to the fundamen
tals of National-Socialism) and that 
Nero was absolutely correct when he or
ganized the persecution of the Chris
tians. For the first time Nero is here 
honored as the forerunner of National
Socialism and in fact one cannot deny 
that Nero, who set fire to Rome in order 
to throw the blame of the conflagration 
onto the Christians, has much in com
mon with the burners of the Reichstag. 
The Roman murderer of mothers, violator 
of boys, butcher of Christians and mega
lomaniacs is a worthy model for the Ger
man fascists. They have anyway far sur
passed their model. 

After asserting that a good people 
needs no savior (but only a "leader" who 
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describes himself as the "Miracle of our 
Times" and allows himself to be hon
ored as the "German Messiah") and that 
the "new eternal center" is to be found 
in Nuremberg, the Hitler Youth in their 
theses rises to the following enormity: 

"How did Christ die? Weeping on the 
Cross. And how did Planetta die? 'Long 
live Hitler, long live Germany'!" 

Planetta was one of the murderers of 
Dollfuss, who shot down the Austrian 
Chancellor and left him to bleed to death 
without medical aid. This contrast be
tween a fascist killer and the founder of 
a religion which preached kindness, love 
of mankind and social justice is charac
teristic of Hitler fascism. It puts, as an 

example, before the youth not friends of 
the people and fighters for freedom but 
murderers like Planetta and bullies like 
Horst Wessel. The executioner's assist
ants who threw dice for the clothes of the 
crucified correspond far more to the ideal 
of the Nazis than the man who died on 
the cross because he would not deny his 
faith and loved his people more than the 
Pharisees and the overseers of foreign 
rule. 

We Communists are not religious; but 
we, in common with all honest adherents 
of Christianity, are determined to pre
serve the youth from fascist brutaliza
tion and barbarism and to defend the 
world outlook of humaneness against the 
world outlook of bestiality. 



"Child Protection" Under Fascism 

GERMAN fascism is going to a great 
deal of trouble to get in touch with 

international humanitarian, social, po
litical and cultural institutions, in order 
through congresses, exhibitions and 
other similar organized affairs to influ
ence these bodies by its propaganda. In 
June, an international child protection 
congress was held in Frankfurt, which 
the National-Socialists utilized (in the 
truest sense of the word "utilized") to 
present a rosy picture of the existence of 
child protection in Germany. 

If, however, it is desired really to get 
a picture of child protection in Germany 
the reports of the factory inspectors 
should be taken, in which many sad and 
even terrible facts are given about the 
exploitation of small children. 

Some cases from the last publications 
of the factory inspectors: 

"In the markets of the Arnsberg dis
trict there were local children and chil
dren from other areas, aged nine to ten, 
who in summer were employed between 
6 and 7 o'clock in the morning in putting 
up the stands .... In a lunch room in 
the old town of Cologne a school girl 
just about ten years old had to clean up 
in the evening until 11 o'clock, and run 
errands and give any help wanted ... 
(p. 112). In Baden, it was established 
that a mineral water factory 'employed 
a large number of children for an hourly 
wage of five pfennigs' ( p. 25). In one 
locality in Bavaria a girl, six years old, 
had to finish off leather buttons; she had 
to work six hours a day at this (p. 43). 

"It is still a favorite habit throughout 
Saxony for goods and newspapers to be 
delivered by children. Often very young 
children are drawn into this work, chil
dren under twelve, as apparently the 
older ones, as a result of the longer 
school course and work in the Hitler 

Youth, have no time left for such em
ployment. • . . The vigorous revival in 
the V.ogtland harmonica industry has un
fortunately led the home workers, who 
already employ quite a large number of 
children, to put a large number of chil
dren, under twelve, on light work, be
cause the somewhat older children are 
steadily needed for the heavier work
riveting and adjusting the catgut" 
(p. 43). 

These examples prove that fascism in 
the period of highly developed industry 
is returning to the brutal methods of 
exploiting children as in the early stages 
of capitalism. What is the position with 
regard to the various Jaws and decrees 
on child protection which were brought 
up at the congress? 

"In Hesse about 50 per cent of all 
children at work were found to be em
ployed illegally," it states on page 21 
of the report, and this sentence shows 
that this kind of law is allowed to exist 
by fasCism only as external decoration. 

The same grisly picture is given in the 
reports on the work of mothers and wom
en who are approaching childbirth. 

"Working women in general make no 
use of time allowed before childbirth 
owing to the loss of money involved. 
The introduction of a break during work
ing time is, according to the reports, ob
served only in some large factories 
(p. 41). 

"In some cases the working women 
keep their condition concealed up to birth 
( p. 99). The pregnant mother thinks 
less about the harm to her health caused 
by continuing at work than of the sacri
fice in money which results from the 
birth of the child and which it will bring 
to the child itself ( p. 40) ." 

In these reports is reflected the dis-
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tress of the women in Hitler Germany. 
Working women hide their pregnancy be
cause they are afraid of being put out 
on the street if the Volksgenosse*, the 
employer, discovers she is pregnant. 
She knows well enough that the fascist 
state urges the women to bring as many 
children as possible into the world, but 
that it is not prepared to care for the 
pregnant mother. 

There is also another side to the prob
lem of "child protection" and on the care 
for the mother which is bound up with 
it. This is the ill-treatment of children. 
Ill-treatment of adults has become a 
method of government in the National
Socialist state. It is part of the day's 
business there. It happens every day that 
an old mother or a married woman is 
informed by the Gestapo that her son 
or her husband has suddenly died in 
prison and that the corpse can be 
called for. 

Usually when the corpse arrives 
the relatives are forbidden to open the 
coffin and take a last look at the dear 
countenance of their beloved son or hus
band. Why? So that the relatives shall 
not see the signs of ill-treatment from 
which, in reality, the son or father died. 
How then in such a state can there be 
protection for the children against ill
treatment? 

It is the reverse. Cases of the ill-treat
ment of children which have come into 
the courts recently in Germany have 
been examined. Some got into the press, 
which usually keeps silent about them, 
because of the increase in the number 
of cases of ill-treatment. 

Out of 130 cases (a fraction of the 
cases of ill-treatment established) 33 
per cent are cases of children up to three 
years of age. In all the 130 cases it is 
a question of normal, obedient and good
hearted children. The methods by which 
the children are forced to tell no one of 
the pain suffered is characteristic of the 

• Volksgenosse, a Nazi word for em
ployer meaning "people's comrades," an 
example of the demagogy habitually 
used in fascist Germany. 

habits and customs which develop un
der the influence of fascism and which 
disrupt the family. 

Twenty-two per cent of the children 
were so intimidated by threats that they 
still denied that they had ever been ill
treated. 

Thirty-six per cent of the ill-treated 
children were not allowed to leave their 
homes and were not shown to visitors 
as long as they still had marks of ill
treatment on their bodies. 

In 17 per cent of the cases of ill-treat
ment, the loud speaker of the wireless 
was put on and the water set running, 
or the head of the child pressed down 
into a pillow so that its shrieks should 
not be heard outside. 

Eighteen per cent of the ill-treated 
children were forbidden to have any
thing to do with people not known to 
the family or to answer any questions 
put to them. 

In the above we have strictly kept to 
the wording of the publication Ruhr
arbeiter. Nothing need be added or sub
tracted. Is not this picture a striking 
reflection of German conditions under 
the knout of fascism? Have those, who so 
ill-treat children, not learned aptly from 
the Gestapo and the S.S.? It cannot be 
otherwise in a system which has as its 
"daily round and common task" the ill
treatment, torture and execution of hon
est, loyal men and women and fighters 
for freedom. It cannot be otherwise in a 
state which hypocritically organizes an 
international congress on child protec
tion and at the same time allows a young 
mother, Liesel Herrmann, to go to the 
block. The ill-treatment of children and 
the murder of mothers are brandmarks 
of brutal fascism. 

One need only remember that a few 
months ago 39 children from a village 
near Koeniggraetz wrote a letter to the 
wife of the Minister of Propaganda, 
Goebbels, in which they said that a 
mother is the dearest thing on earth, 
nnd begged the wife of the Minister to 
do something so that the mother Liesel 
Herrmann should be spared for her 
child not yet four years old. And 167 
children of the Koeniginhof district 
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wrote a similar letter to the wife of the 
Minister Goering who allowed two work
ers to be executed on his wedding day. 
Neither wife replied. Liese! Herrmann 
was murdered, was torn from her child 
and from the German people. 

But this mother, this fighter Liese! 
Herrmann, lives on in the hearts of the 
people. Her name will still live when 
the names of those who today allow chil
dren to be ill-treated and mothers be
headed will no longer be known. 

Two Pamphlets of International Importance 
By GEORGI DIMITROFF 

TWO YEARS OF HEROIC STRUGGLE 
OF THE SPANISH PEOPLE 

This brilliant and forceful pamphlet will help to explain why the embargo 
against Loyalist Spain must be lifted. Price 3 cents 

THE GUARANTEE OF VICTORY 

The bloody acts of the fascists in Spain, in Austria, and their threat now 
to Czechoslovakia which has aroused wide indignation throughout the world 
are vividly related in this pamphlet by the leader of the Communist Inter
national. Price 2 cents 



"Aryan" Megalomania Receives K.O. 

HITLER Germany is always getting 
pushed backstage with its "noble 

Aryan race." It is not the German musi
cians but the Soviet violinists and Soviet 
pianists who come home with all the 
prizes from international competitions. 
It is not the German flyers but the 
Soviet, French and American pilots who 
achieve world records. It does not matter 
in what sphere the representatives of 
German fascism measure their strength 
with those of other nations, the physical, 
cultural, and moral decay of Hitler· Ger
many becomes apparent. It is no wonder 
that the lords of Germany impatiently 
long for some sort of world success, some 
kind of world championship for, alone by 
persecuting the Jews and bombarding 
peaceful towns and the craven massacre 
of men, it is not possible to convince the 
world of the superiority of "noble Nordic 
man" over western and eastern "sub
men." 

In this deplorable situation the Ger
man boxer Max Schmeling was chosen 
to re-establish the race honor of the Ger
man fascists with his fists. Schmeling 
had challenged the Negro boxer Joe 
Louis to a match for the world cham
pionship. What a meeting for the 
"Aryan" race fanatics! Negroes are just 
as much an abomination to them as the 
Jews. Hitler describes the nations for 
which he has a particular dislike not 
only as "be-jewed" but as "be-niggered." 
At the Olympic games in Berlin he re
fused to shake hands with the Negro 
winners, so that that hand so red with 
blood should not be exposed to the danger 
of "race shame." At last the day had 
come when the representative of the 
black race would be laid low by an 
"Aryan" knock-out blow. 

This great event roused Hitler Ger
many to fever pitch. Schmeling became a 

heroic political figure. For days the 
leader in the Voelkische Beobackter was 
not devoted to billingsgate directed 
against Czechoslovakia and hymns of 
hate against Bolshevism, but to the com
ing boxing match. "The Boxing Match of 
the Century," wrote the editor for whom 
decades, centuries and milleniums are all 
very ordinary units of time. "Never has a 
sporting event been looked forward to 
on all sides with such excitement!" he 
boasted. Schmeling was described as the 
"worthy representative of Germany" and 
as the "best boxer in the world." To 
doubt his victory amounted to high trea
son. With the "somnambulist certainty" 
which is a well-known feature of the 
German fascists, the victory of the Ger
man boxer was prophesied. 

"He will faithfully play his part as 
challenger and will force the decision. 
Victory will beckon him the moment his 
right gets Joe Louis on the left jaw." 

The Angriff is even more precise in 
its prophesy of Schmeling's victory than 
the Voelldsche Beobachter. It knew every 
turn in advance and saw with "somnam
bulist certainty" how the German boxer 
laid the Negro boxer low. 

"Max Schmeling will come out the 
victor. . . . It is probable that about 
six rounds will be needed in order to 
balk Joe Louis' plan of the fight. How 
long the bomber (Louis) will remain on 
his feet then is a question of his endur
ance. Two to three rounds should be 
enough for the brilliantly trained Schmel
ing, burning with the will to victory. We 
believe that a decision, ripe from the 
very first round, is bound to be reached 
before the tenth round and cannot be 
other than: 'Winner by the K.O. and 
world heavyweight champion- MAX 
SCHMELING!'" 
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These "Aryan" words of wisdem, 
worthy of an old-Teutonic oracle, were 
supplemented by disparaging and hostile 
remarks about the Negro boxer. The 
Voelkische Beobachter scornfully wrote: 

"The brown bomber is no great 
thinker, his intelligence is decidedly 
wanting. . . . This evening perhaps the 
brown bomber will for a change learn 
for once what it means to go into the 
ring with an inferiority complex. . . " 

The A ngriff was even more blunt. It 
wrote about Joe Louis: 

"He thinks slowly, much too slowly 
to put up a strategic fight against an 
opponent better equipped mentally. . . . 
Who will be quicker on the spot, who 
will take quicker decisions, will muster 
up the greater heart. And here we come 
to the fighting morale of this evening's 
heroes. Joe Louis, a man of nature, 
thinking primitively, is fighting for his 
world championship, or rather, for the 
money which he can thereby earn. Max 
Schmeling, who has been living for a 
long time in secure circumstances, is de
termined to win the laurels. He will 
bring back the world heavyweight cham
pionship to Germany." 

For Hitler Germany this boxing match 
is a question of national prestige. The 
Voelkische Beobachter indirectly and the 
Angriff directly had to admit this. The 
Voelkische Beobachter had a message 
from New York: 

"All the write-ups are agreed that 
Germany regards a Schmeling victory as 
a question of national prestige as re
gards the race question." 

The Angriff declaims: 

"And when tonight, Schmeling, un
troubled and showing his gleaming teeth 
as he smiles, springs over the ropes into 
the ring and paternally pats the black 
man from Alabama on the back, with all 
the superiority of his personality, then 
in Germany a stroke is already made on 
Schmeling's record of points. . . they 
punch as he punches, they give the same 
annihilating blows as he, they spring into 
the air as he does when he wins. They 
believe in him, in the same way and be-

cause he believes in himself: in his fists, 
in his will, in his cool head." 

Let's bet, added the Angriff, that 
Schmeling beats the Negro and becomes 
the "greatest boxer of the century." 

The fascist yelp of victory only died 
down when the Negro's punches rained 
down on the "Aryan" boxer. The "great
est boxer of the century" was defeated 
with a knockout blow in two and a half 
minutes. Joe Louis took the quicker de
cisions, and, to repeat the words of the 
Angriff, "mustered up the greater 
heart." The Nazis never reached the 
point of "punching as he punches, giving 
the same annihilating blows as he." 
Every punch of the Negro boxer was a 
punch against their race presumption; 
Joe Louis, whose slowness the Angriff 
jeered at, and whose "inferiority com
plex" the Voelkische Beobachter thought 
out, struck with such lightning speed 
that all the "superiority complexes" of 
the "Aryan" race fanatic collapsed in 
two and a half minutes. The two hun
dred German fascists who had expressly 
come to New York to be present at the 
victory of "their" boxer, after the brief 
proceedings, had to depart with long 
faces. 

The insolent bragging of the Angriff 
turned into pitiable discouragement: 

"The Negro hit out as if wild, and 
Maxe, ·our Maxe, on whom we had placed 
all our hopes, fell on his knee. Is it con
ceivably possible? We can scarcely be
lieve it. . . . We are speechless and 
still hardly believe in this outcome. Maxe 
defeated in the first round! Shaking our 
heads and in silence we separate." 

Very exasperated the Voellcische Beo
bachter declares : 

"One thing must be stated very clearly, 
the defeat of a boxer does not mean any 
national loss of prestige; it is a battle 
lost only for the boxer who has to reckon 
in advance with possible changes in the 
luck of the ring." 

Before the defeat the Nazis proclaimed 
their boxer as the embodiment of Hitler 
Germany in sport, after the defeat he 
sinks down into being an ordinary boxer 
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who has nothing to do with national 
prestige. The "Aryan race soul" of Ger
man fascism turns disgruntled from the 
battleground where "non-Aryans" are 
allowed to take up the fight on equal 
terms: the persecution of defenseless 
Jews and the butchery of defenseless 
children is more their way than to be 
exposed to the blows of an opponent. The 
"greatest boxer of the century" disap
pears through the trapdoor and the 

"greatest leader of the millenium" will 
probably forbid German sportsmen to 
take part in international tournaments 
as he forbade German artists to take 
part in the contest for international art 
trophies. Only under autarchy can the 
"Aryan race soul" undisturbed give 
itself over to megalomania; when it 
comes up against the strength and abil
ity of other nations this race megalo
mania bursts like a soap bubble. 

World Peace or War? 

By M. KALININ 

This pamphlet is of tremendous value as a guide to understanding the 

underlying currents and forces in the world struggle of democracy against 

fascism. Price 5 cents 



A Social-Democrat Bespatters the People 
of Vienna 

THE Czechoslovakian people is defend
ing its liberty and independence 

against German imperialism. The work
ers and anti-fascists of all countries and 
not the least among them the Austrian 
workers and anti-fascists stand in the 
forefront in this fight of the Czechoslo
vakian people. This makes it all the 
more disgraceful and revolting when a 
leader of Czechoslovakian Social-Democ
racy takes it upon himself to let loose a 
flood of insults on the Austrian people. 
The leading article published by the 
chief editor of the Pravo Lidu, Josef 
Stivin, on July 1, supplements the hymn 
of hate of Vienna which Hitler sings in 
his book My Struggle. In this article it 
says: 

"Not quite half a ctntury ago a popu
lar poet of our youth stood on a peak 
of the Kahlenberg near Vienna. He saw 
Vienna below sprawled out like a 
strumpet, who lives from her constant 
and her accidental lovers and spreads 
moral and physical infection. 

"Since then Vienna has undergone 
many changes. But the poetic vision re
mains. At that time Vienna's lovers were 
the Liberals .... Then came Lueger with 
his Christian-Social anti-Semitism. . . . 
Then Social-Democracy fought its way 
through to power over Vienna and tried 
to make an honest woman of this prosti
tute. But it was hard work. This was 
mainly after the war with which Vienna 
had presented mankind in order for once 
to bathe herself in the blood of the na
tions. 

"Then came the revolution in which 
Vienna bathed in the blood of her own 
people. At that time the famous strum
pet was already regarded as ripe for 
the infirmary. She did not want to keep 
herself by honest labo~·, she wanted the 

'Anschluss,' i.e., that others should keep 
her and look after her. At the price of 
the destruction of the working class 
movement she created a government of 
the 'Christian country of the Estates,' as 
Dollfuss-fascism called it and when this 
path did not lead to the security of her 
life of idleness, Dollfuss was murdered 
and Schuschnigg brought forward, who 
finally brought Vienna to the place where 
she had wished to be since the end of 
the war, under foreign domination .... " 

It is not necessary to defend the cour
ageous liberty-loving people of Vienna 
from the dirty slanders of Stivin. If the 
chief editor of the Pravo Lidu only got 
to know strumpets, idlers, and thieves 
in Vienna, Vienna is not to blame; he 
can get to know the same scum of the 
capital just as well in Prague, Paris, 
and London. Vienna is not the little 
dump of do-nothings and degenerates 
who loaf around in a few obscure night 
cafes. Vienna is a town of work and 
culture. In this town Mozart and Bee
thoven, Schubert and Johann Strauss 
presented the world with the greatest 
music, in this town there is a world
famed school of medicine, this town has 
won worldwide fame through her art, 
her handicrafts and through the history 
of her fights for freedom. 

It was the people of Vienna who in 
1848 shed its blood for liberty and with 
immortal heroism resisted the Habsburg 
executioners. It was the workers of 
Vienna who, in the great fight for the 
suffrage in the first decade of the twen
tieth century, won democratic suffrage 
for the peoples of the Habsburg mon
archy. 

It was the workers of Vienna who, in 
1918, chased away the Habsburgs and 
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with indescribable effort strove to make 
~ood the damage of the war and to 
build something constructive. It waa the 
workers of Vienna who on July 15, 1927, 
in the name of justice rose against a 
reactionary regime and went on to storm 
the bastille of the counter-revolution. It 
was the workers of Vienna in February, 
1934, with arms in their hands who de
fended the freedom of the people against 
fascism. 

It was the workers of Vienna who 
under the most difficult conditions put 
themselves at the head of the popular 
movement against Hitler Germany and 
defended the independence of Austria 
and with it the independence of Czecho
slovakia. It is not the fault of the 
Viennese workers that the Reichswehr, 
250,000 strong, conquered Vienna and 
thereby also destroyed a bulwark of 
Czechoslovakian independence. But bold, 
fighting, working Vienna is nothing to 
Herr Stivin but a "strumpet ripe for the 
infirmary." What a "Socialist" this Herr 
Stivin, who, for the revolution of 1918, 
for the expulsion of the Habsburgs and 
for the establishment of the republic can 
only find the spiteful words: "Then came 
the revolution in which Vienna bathed 
in blood of her own people." What a 
"Socialist" this Herr Stivin who accuses 
the working people of Vienna of not 
wanting to keep themselves by honest 
labor. This accusation against the work
ers of Vienna was made previously only 
by the most hard-faced spokesmen of 
finance capital. Herr Stivin is the first 
"Socialist" who has repeated this coun
ter-revolutionary slander. 

To accuse the working class and the 
working people of Vienna of a "life of 
idleness," to ignore the struggles of 
February, the obstinate fight against the 
authoritarian regime which claimed so 
many victims, to disregard the popular 
movement against the "Anschluss" with 
Hitler Germany, and to make the indus
trious, courageous, unhappy people of 
Vienna responsible for the military oc
cupation of Vienna-this monstrosity 
was left for the "Socialist," Herr Stivin. 

But this is not all. Herr Stivin cannot 
refrain from 11pittin~ more viciously in 

the face of the people of Vienna, fettered 
and beaten but nonetheleaa ft~htin~ 
a~ainat Hitler. H• writq: 

"We do not grudge Hitler Vienna ..•. 
Vienna, to keep to the poetic comparison, 
is today an old, decayed strumpet, rotted 
through and through, who no longer ex
pects love from anyone. She is content 
if someone only keeps her and pays her 
debts. This pleasure we leave to others." 

Day by day hundreds of Viennese are 
arrested becau!Je they oppose foreign 
domination; more than 40,000 Viennese 
languish in prisons and concentration 
camps; the governor of that occupied 
territory Austria, Buerckel himself, has 
to admit the difficulties which face the 
conquerors in Vienna-but Herr Stivin, 
unperturbed, says that the people of 
Vienna are content with foreign domina
tion in Vienna. 

We do not desire to examine the moral 
qualities of a man who is capable of 
senselessly calumniating and slandering 
an oppressed people delivered over to the 
most terrible sufferings. If this man 
were not a Social-Democrat we would 
pass it over with silent contempt. But 
how Herr Stivin's newspaper only a few 
short years ago extolled "Red Vienna," 
how it honored the Vienna working class 
-but now that Vienna is passing 
through the direst sufferings, she is for 
Stivin nothing but an "old, decayed 
strumpet, rotted through and through"! 
Instead of coming out on the side of 
Vienna, in the name not only of the 
most simple international solidarity, but 
also in the interests of the Czechoslo
vakian people, this Social-Democrat of
ficiously hastens to refute the reproach 
of the German fascists that the people 
of Prague feel themselves on the side 
of Vienna and with malicious joy ap
proves the rape of Vienna. 

The reason for this unexampled be
trayal of the Viennese working class lies 
partly in the fact that the Stivins, who 
as always s;;ee the Communists as the 
main enemy, observed with ill-concealed 
rage the development of the Viennese 
workers towarda Communism. The rea-
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son is also partly to be found in the atti
tude of leadini Austrian Social-Demo
crats who have always disparaged 
Austria, who presented the conquest of 
Austria by Hitler Germany as some
thing "revolutionary" and by this be
trayal of the Austria working people en
courage betrayal by others. But the deep
est reason is to be found in the fact 
that people like Stivin have nothing in 
common with socialism, that they are re
actionary philistines, narrow-minded 
chauvinists who regard the masses of the 
people with complete disbelief and dis
dain. 

For Messrs. Stivin and his like there 
is only a Vienna of night cafes and 
prostitution-they regard the people of 
Vienna only as an appendage to the 
powers that be. With this they betray 
not only the fight of the Austrian people 
against foreign domination, but also the 

interests of the Czechoslovakian people 
which are backed up by this ftght. For 
us, Communists, Vienna means the peo
ple of Vienna and above all the workin" 
class with its glorious fighting traditions, 
with its inexhaustible strength and cour
age, with its revolutionary ardor, with 
its proletarian loyalty and tenacity. The 
glorious fighting traditions of the work
ers of Vienna, of the Austrian working 
class whom Herr Stivin shoves con
temptuously aside, are held in honor and 
carried on by the Communist Party of 
Austria. Let Vienna be just a "strumpet 
rotted through and through" for StiTin 
and his fellows, for us Vienna is the 
town of the revolutions of 1848 and 1918, 
the town of the storm of July and the 
fighting of February, the town which will 
throw off the yoke of foreign domina
tion and will fight for and win the 
victory of the people. 



Foreign Rule and Corruption in Vienna 

H ITLER'S taskmaster in Austria, the 
Reich's Commissar Buerckel, in re

cent weeks has beaten the drums for a 
new campaign-for a new campaign 
"against corruption, denunciation and 
the hunt for jobs." The fascist papers 
surpass themselves in sllperlatives. "The 
revolution must remain pure." "Buerckel 
gets on the job." "Buerckel brings order." 

What has forced Buerckel, posing as a 
Saint George, to go out to battle with 
the dragon of corruption? What has 
forced the party of Goering-corruptors 
to call for purity, what has forced the 
party of organized denunciation to ap
peal against the hunt for jobs, what has 
forced the party of the "infalJible" lead
ership principle to take refuge in pub
licity? 

Let us hear Herr Buerckel himself. 
His latest speeches were speeches for the 
defense before the Austrian people, even 
before the Austrian National-Socialists. 
That he clothed his defense with abuse 
of the foreign press is unimportant. In 
essence he made a confession. He had to 
admit the vandalism of the commissars 
who fastened themselves like leeches on 
to the body of the people. Under pressure 
from the people he had publicly to brand 
their arbitrariness and autocratic be
havior. "When I took over my task here, 
the commissars were already installed, 
or rather they had to a great extent in
stalled themselves." 

From now on, the thieves must fetch 
their authorization from the "chief ... 
State Commissar for private affairs," 
Strauchgasse Vienna, 1. Buerckel had to 
admit that they are as numerous as 
grasshoppers: "It is not a question of 
the appearance of a new professional 
group for whom there can be no perma
nent employment in an ordered economic 
life." He had to admit that these com-

missars have shamelessly enriched them
selves. "One or another of these com
missars have already mistaken mine and 
thine." Twelve commissars have been 
sent to Dachau. To the others he gave a 
hint to get their books in order as he 
announced a general auditing of the 
books. 

The Reichspost announced that there
upon "many commissars desire to be re
leased." They wanted to retire into pri
vate life in good time with their thieves' 
booty, with the stolen money, valuables, 
motor cars, etc. The enormous extent of 
private expropriation can also be gath·· 
ered from Buerckel's announcement that 
"in the course of the next few days all 
the sequestration of property ... will be 
thoroughly examined." He had to admit 
that commissars appointed themselves so 
as to take over businesses themselves. He 
polemized against the "Aryan" commis
sar who considered himself the most 
suitable "Aryan" to take "over the busi
ness managed by him. 

He had to admit that arrests were 
made purely on denunciation and the 
private caprice of the commissars. 

If Buerckel is to be believed, the rea
son for this is that the internal affairs 
of the fascists were brought out into the 
open and in the yearning of the thieves 
and corruptors for purity and openness. 
But bandits remain bandits and the 
"fight against corruption" has been as 
successful as shooting airplanes with 
pop guns. Twelve petty thieves have been 
taken so as to warn thousands and to 
conceal the big corruptors behind the 
pretense fight against the small. The 
real reason for the new demagogic cam
paign is not a sudden wave of reason
ableness, completely foreign to the fas
cists, but the difficulties of foreign dom
ination in Austria. 
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The situation in the country is one of 
the greatest tension. It is not as easy to 
digest occupied Austria as the gentlemen 
in Berlin imagined. 

The Deutsclte Allgemeine Zeitung of 
July 4 writes on this subject under the 
heading "Vienna is no longer what it 
was." The paper says: 

"It is no news to us to be told that the 
incorporation of Austria [read occupa
tion] to the Reich puts before us in many 
respects heavier tasks than the return of 
the Saar district." 

This admission of the fascist paper de
serves to be borne in mind. The differ
ence between the Saar and Austria con
sists in the fact that in Austria a people 
with centuries of independent history is 
fighting for its independence, that the 
great majority of the people detest the 
rule of the foreigner, that National
Socialism in Austria was always in the 
minority and its forces are therefore 
inadequate to tyrannize over a people and 
that therefore the foreign rulers exercise 
an unbridled dictatorship with numbers 
of Prussian commissars. "It was easier 
for us to come to power than to maintain 
it," says the district leader of Vienna 
with the "German" name of Globosnik, 
somewhat perturbed. 

What bears clearer witness to the 
character of German foreign rule than 
the chasm between the Austrian and 
German National-Socialists? Scarcely a 
day passes in which the fascist press does 
not carry on a veiled, often open, po
lemic against the Austrian National
Socialists. "To attempt incorporation 
[read occupation of Austria] without 
some contribution from the North would 
be stupidity bordering on crime," writes 
the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung of 
July 4, 1938. But the "Nordic contribu
tion" is so ample and outrageous that 
even the fascist newspapers must defend 
themselves against the charge of Prus
sianization. 

"I know that you are often annoyed," 
declares the district leader Buerckel in 
his "Open Letter to the Party Comrades 
in Austria." He appeals to their disci-

pline and patience and asks for six 
months for the regulation of personal 
questions and of filling the offices and 
posts in the party and state apparatus. 
He, the foreigner, must admit to his 
Austrian "Party comrades" that he for 
the most part is ignorant, that the claims 
to be leader among the various legal and 
illegal leaders' uniforms must be regu
lated according to fitness and service. 
Meanwhile the Austrian National-Social
ists have put out an appeal which cul
minates in the slogan, "We want to be 
equals among equals!" 

The foreigners themselves from the 
Altreich * complain about the economic 
burden laid on Austria by the foreign 
rule of Hitler. It is too expensive for 
them in Austria. The Wiener Neuesten 
Nachrichten writes as follows on foreign 
traffic: 

"Now, however, there is a fear that 
prices are too high and the question is 
being asked as to whether there is any 
possibility of an equalization with the 
prices in the Altreich." (By the way, it 
is very revealing that the Reich Germans 
describe themselves as "foreigners," that 
the t~ips of Reich Germans are officially 
regarded as "foreign traffic.") 

The re-reckoning that 1 mark equals 1.50 
schillings is proving a means of skimming 
the income of the Austrian population, 
as a poll tax which is a burden even on 
old men and babes. The belauded gen
erosity of Hitler when he fixed the re
reckoning has shown itself to be a big 
imposture. There is a deep stir going on 
among all sections of the people. In the 
factories there is the demand for the 
equalization of wages to correspond with 
the rise. in prices. Housewives are hold
ing demonstrations in the Vienna market 
places-an event which has not happened 
in Austria since war and post-war days. 

In order to relieve the political ten
sion Hitler's taskmasters are opening the 
safety valves. As the campaign against 
the Jews is insufficient by itself, they 

* Altreich, old Germany before the in
corporation of Austria. 
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make the pretense of being the accusers 
against the corruption of their own 
people and hope by this trick to divert 
the indignation of the Austrian people. 
But the roguery of the small does not 
hide the scoundrelism of the big com
missars; robbers do not become more at
tractive when they enter with polished 

boots in order not to quarrel with the 
floor of the house they are going to 
plunder. The dispatch of some commissars 
to Dachau does not soften the oppreP
sion of foreign rule and to the lulling 
speeches of Buerckel the answer of the 
people rings out: "Austria for the Aus
trians." 

RECONSTUCTI ON: The Battle for Democracy 
BY JAMES S. ALLEN 

RECONCTRUCTION is the second of a series entitled A HISTORY 
OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, an attempt to evaluate the subject along 
Marxist-Leninist lines. 

The author gives a new and penetrating analysis of the shifting of 
classes and sectional groupings during this dynamic and most distorted 
period in American history-the period of the emergence of the new ruling 
class, the industrial bourgeoisie. 256 pages, $1.25 



Is History Repeating ItseH? 

ON MAY 24 the former member of 
Swiss National Council Willemin 

made a revelation in La Suisse regarding 
a highly interesting event. At the be
ginning of the World War, on August 3, 
1914, the Federal Assembly had to elect 
the general to command the Swiss army. 
The Federal Council (the government of 
the Swiss Confederation) put forward 
as candidate Colonel Ulrich Wille. The 
Radical-Democratic group opposed this 
choice most strongly. 

Colonel Wille had been brought up in 
Germany, he was related to Bismarck's 
family, and Kaiser William II had stood 
godfather to one of his grandchildren. 
On account of these facts the Radical
Democratic group rejected Wille's candi
dature. This decision of the group filled 
the Federal Council with consternation. 
The meeting of the Federal Assembly 
was adjourned for an hour, and under 
pressure from the Federal Council an
other meeting of the Radical-Democratic 
group was called. President Hoffmann 
urgently endeavored to induce the group 
to withdraw its opposition, but in vain. 
Thereupon he made the following state
ment: 

"Ge.n:lemen: As you persist in your 
oppos1t10n, I must draw your attention 
to a very serious fact. When Kaiser Wil
helm was on a visit to Switzerland two 
years ago, he gave a pledge to respect 
Swiss neutrality and the inviolability of 
Swiss territory in the event of war be
tween Germany and France only on con
dition that Switzerland on its part 
pledged itself to appoint as general an 
officer who, like Colonel Wille, possesses 
the confidence of the German ~neral 
Staff. Gentlemen, you now know what 

consequences may be involved by the re
jection of the choice of Colonel Wille." 

General Ulrich Wille was appointed. 
What led the former Swiss National 

Councillor Willemin to disclose these 
facts to the public after 24 years' 
silence? 

Hitler made a statement to the former 
National Councillor Schulhess to the 
effect that Germany would always re
spect the inviolability and neutrality of 
Switzerland. The Berliner Borsenzeitung 
of February 23 let out that this declara
tion was only given under the condition 
that Switzerland itself did not compro
mise its neutrality. What does that mean 
concretely? What conditions did Herr 
Hitler make? 

Already on January 31, M. Camille 
Gorge, speaking in the name of Switzer
land (and on Motta's instructions) re
jected in principal the obligations, which 
had been solemnly accepted but already 
disregarded in the case of Italy, to take 
part in the application of sanctions. 
Switzerland, he said, must declare itself 
absolutely neutral in the event of an at
tack upon the League of Nations and its 
members, because otherwise its very ex
istence was imperilled. 

Imperilled by whom? M. Gorge did not 
sa!. And there was no need. For every 
child knows by whom the existence of 
Switzerland is imperilled: by fascist 
Germany and fascist Italy. Obviously, M. 
Gorge's speech was the preparation for 
fulfilling the first oonditioru of Hitler's 
declaration of neutrality. 

A new phase is beginning in the Swiss 
"policy of neutrality." Its first symptom 
is a sharp re~triotion of tlr,e Uberttl of 

, .. 
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the press. It is no longer permitted in 
Switzerland to write anything unfavor
able to fascist Germany. This is directed 
primarily, of course, against Communist 
publications, but the Social-Democratic 
press is not safe from attack either. On 
April 14 the Berner Tagwacht was 
"warned" on account of an article 
against Hitler and threatened with sus
pension of publication for a definite pe
riod. On May 27 the same steps were 
taken against the Arbeiterzeitung of 
Schaffhausen on account of an article 
entitled "The Brown Beast Prepares to 
Spring on Czechoslovakia." 

A Swiss named Hans Vonwyl, a for
mer member of the fascist front move
ment, brought out a book in the Europa 
publishing house entitled The Experi
ences of a Swiss in Germany. It dealt 
especially with the methods used by the 
Nazis in Switzerland and showed how 
widespread the activity of their agents 
already was. 

In June the Nationalzeitung reported 
that the Europa publishing firm in 
Zurich would no longer supply this book 
to the Swiss booksellers, and stated that 
the publishers had been compelled to 
take this step under pressure from the 
Federal authorities. We repeat: it is not 
permitted in Switzerland to write any
thing unfavorable to Hitler Germany. 
That is clearly Herr Hitler's second con
dition. 

And now comes the incredible thing. 
The appointment of a general under 
force of compulsion from Germany in 
1914 is to be repeated! On April 25 the 
Federal Council decided to introduce a 
motion in the Federal Assembly that the 
general of the Swiss army shall in fu
ture no longer be appointed by the Fed
eral Assembly (composed of the Council 
of the States elected by the cantons and 
of the National Council, forming the 
Swiss Parliament), but by the Federal 
Council. The Swiss Federal Council 
wishes to make sure that it is able to 
"appoint a general who, like Colonel Ul
rich Wille, possesses the confidence of 
the German General Staff," without be-

ing called on to give account of its action 
to the Federal Assembly. And once 
again, as in 1914, it is a Colonel Ulrich 
Wille who is to be chosen, a son of the 
old trusted man of the German General 
Staff, and a close friend of Rudolf Hess. 

Will Motta and the Federal Council 
succeed in fulfilling this third condition 
upon which, Hitler demands, Germany's 
respect of Swiss neutrality and inviola
bility shall depend? 

We do not pretend that this exhausts 
the conditions. It is clear that a further 
condition is that the German Ambassa
dor in Switzerland shall be entrusted 
with the leadership of the National
Socialist organizations, which in any 
case already enjoy almost extra-terri
torial immunity for their activity. Obvi
ously, the measures forbidding the Com
munist Party are closely connected with 
the conditions surrounding this very re
markable recognition of Swiss neutrality. 

Recently an exchange of notes took 
place between Berne and Berlin. In the 
German and Italian notes, which were 
identical in text, it was stated: 

"The Swiss Government may rest as
sured that the desire for neutrality mani
fested by the Swiss Confederation will 
always be met by an equal desire on 
the part of the German [Italian] govern
ment to respect that neutrality." 

In order to leave no doubt as to what 
is meant by this formulation, Goering's 
paper, the Essen Nationalzeitung, wrote 
on June 25 under the title "The Duties 
of Neutrality": 

"It is not permissible that in the in
stitutions which influence the public 
opinion of Switzerland to a very high 
degree an unceasing, one-sided agitation 
should be extensively developed. . . . 
By this means the Swiss people are in
fluenced in a manner which is thoroughly 
incompatible with the lofty ideal claims 
of neutrality. . . . The public opinion 
of a country which through its neutrality 
statute enjoys such manifest advantages 
from the side of all its neighboring 
states, must also respect this policy of 
neutrality. And part of that respect is 
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a neutral reserve in judging develop
ments in politics and philosophy of life 
in neighboring states." 

Hitler thus presumes to dictate to 
Switzerland as he thinks fit its "duties 
of neutrality." These "duties" extend 

from the suppression of newspapers to 
the appointment of a man in the confi
dence of Germany as the head of the 
General Staff. They will extend a very 
great deal further, unless all Swiss 
democrats resolutely defend the inde
pendence of their country. 

DIDEROT: Interpreter of Nature 
SELECTED WRITINGS 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY JONATHAN KEMP 

A translation of Diderot's sparkling dialogues, and other writings 
dealing particularly with his philosophy of natural science. 360 pages, $2.50 



Gone to the Dogs 

UNDER Hitler's rule Germany has 
gone to the dogs. In increasing 

quantities dogs are being slaughtered to 
feed the hungry people. In addition to 
the "Frankfurt sausages" filled with fish 
offal, stinking whale fat and substitutes 
for fat obtained from dish water, dog's 
flesh is now beginning to rank as a 
dainty. During the five years of fascist 
dictatorship the consumption of horse 
flesh has increased by no less than 120 
per cent and of dog's flesh by 40 per cent. 
It will soon be the turn of the cats and 
the rats to translate the slogan of "Guns 
are more important than butter!" into 
ever drearier reality. In view of such 
nourishment, it is no figure of speech to 
say that Hitler's rule lies heavy on the 
stomach of the German people. 

The most important food of the people 
is bread. In 1928 about 10,000,000 tons 
of corn were made into flour and con
sumed. In 1936 the consumption of bread 
was about 9,000,000 tons, and in 1937 
about 7,000,000. Bread made from wheat 
is increasingly being displaced by rye 
and mixed bread. 

The consumption of wheaten flour fell 
from 68.1 kilograms per head in the year 
1928 to 59.3 kilograms in 1936. That is 
a fall of 13 per cent. And even pure rye 
bread is disappearing more and more. 

The consumption of "mixed bread," on 
the other hand, has gone up from 21 
per cent in the year 1935 to 50 per cent 
in 1936. And what sort of bread "mixed 
bread" is, was revealed by the well
known French politician Archimbaud on 
his return from a journey through fas
cist Germany. What is called bread in 
Germany, Archimbaud writes, is "an 
indefinable grey mixture, which is 
bleached with the ~elp of chlorine. The 

consumption of such bread sometimes 
causes epidemics of poisoning." Butter, 
which is to be obtained in the best res
taurants in Berlin, is, he says, some kind 
of fish oil. He rightly asks: "What must 
the food of the workers and the middle 
classes be like, if such things are served 
in the best restaurants of Unter den 
Linden?" 

Even according to the figures pub
lished by the fascist Statistics Office, 
there has been a fall, in some cases con
siderable, in 1936 as compared with 1928 
in the consumption of the following 
articles: lard, suet, milk, cheese, tea, 
coffee and beer. The decreases vary be
tween 10 and 20 per cent. The consump
tion of spirits, on the other hand, was 
76 per cent higher last year than in 1932. 

The suffering people dull their misery 
increasingly with bad spirits. Spirits be
gin to play the same part in Germany as 
vodka did in Russia under the Tsar. In 
the Soviet Union the consumption of 
bread made from wheat rapidly rises, 
and the consumption of spirits rapidly 
falls; in Hi tier Germany it is the other 
way round. And while in Moscow the 
more coarse kinds of black bread are 
disappearing from trade because increas
ing numbers of buyers have been taking 
to the lighter and whiter bread, the 
people of Berlin have to swallow a bread 
saturated with chlorine which repeatedly 
causes poisoning. It is therefore no won
der that a scene occurred at a German 
station when travellers returning from 
Moscow to Paris ate their provisions for 
the journey, which consisted of white 
Soviet bread and delicious Soviet butter. 

Lackeys of German fascism, calling 
themselves "scientists," declare in tones 
of emotion that bread made from wheat 
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ia an invention of "Liberalism," and that 
chemical substitutes are much more 
"wholesome" than meat, milk, butter and 
eggs. 

The German firm of Chefaro Co., Ltd., 
Kleve (Rhineland) sends out the follow
ing circular from its department for 
flour refining: 

"INSTANTO GAS IN POWDER FORM 

"lnstanto, gas in powder form, pro
tected by a number of patents, is the 
only process which combines the con
venience and handiness of a powder with 
the advantages of bleaching by gas. As 
soon as Instanto comes into contact with 
damp air or flour (which contains about 
15 per cent moisture), a gaseous com
bination of oxygen is developed in a 
highly active form. Its immediate action 
enables the miller to give his flour what-

ever shade of lightnesa he desires and 
to control exactly the bleachin~ process. 
The bleaching gas quickly finds its way 
into every particle of flour, so that the 
flour only requires normal mixing. In
stanto contains no chlorine. Its bleaching 
power is due solely to the development 
of a combination of oxygen in an active 
form." 

The bleaching gas which finds its way 
into every particle of flour is the fore
runner of the poison gas which German 
fascism is manufacturing for war. Bread 
with bleaching gas and death by poison 
gas is prescribed nationally to the Ger
mans under Hitler's rule. 

But the German people is of a differ
ent opinion. It would prefer not to get 
its foods from the retorts of the chemical 
industry, and it would rather set the 
dogs on its oppressors than eat them. 



Three Years After the Seventh 
World Congress 

BY P. WIEDEN 

THREE years ago delegates of all 
the Communist Parties met together 

in Moscow for the Seventh World Con
gress of the Communist International. 

This congress became an historical 
event. Amidst tense, silent attention, 
punctuated by stQrmy applause, Georgi 
Dimitroff developed the strategic bases 
for the struggle against fascism and the 
danger of war. The resolutions of the 
congress represented a bold change of 
course in the policy of the Communist 
International, a closer approach to the 
masses of the people of all countries and 
continents who, disturbed and anxious, 
were confronted by the offensive of fas
cist barbarism. 

The Seventh World Congress of the 
Communist International pointed out to 
these masses the way out from a situ
ation filled with horror and menace, it 
made clear to the Communist Parties 
their great task: the realization of the 
unity of the working class and the 
united struggle of all working people 
against fascism, and showed them how 
to adapt their methods of struggle to the 
new world situation. 

THE NEW WORLD SITUATION 

It was above all necessary to make 
clear this new world situation to the 
Communists, to the Social-Democratic 
workers, and to the peasants and urban 
middle class, who were slipping more 
and more deeply into disaster. The vic
tory of socialism in the Soviet Union, 
the unparalleled crisis of capitalism, the 
defeat of the working class in Germany 

and certain other countries, the radical
ization of the working people through
out the capitalist world, the development 
of a great anti-fascist mass movement, 
the growing menace of fascism against 
democracy, peace, culture and all civil
ization-all this had given the world a 
new aspect. This was no longer the world 
of 1918 or of 1929-this was something 
incomparable and unprecedented. On 
one-sixth of the earth's surface: vic
torious socialism; in the heart of 
Europe: the fascist dictatorship, a des
potism of a hitherto inconceivable horror, 
baseness and fury; an unexampled 
awakening and radicalization of vast 
masses of the people; the peril of a 
world war, in comparison with which the 
last world war would be but a curtain
raiser. 

All this demanded of the peoples, and 
particularly of the working class, de
cisions of tremendous importance. Con
fronted by this world situation, the 
workers, and in particular the Commu
nists, had to weigh carefully their 
strength and their weakness, to study 
their enemy and to bring their friends 
closer, with the aid of painful experi
ence to correct their errors and perfect 
their weapons, to work over new knowl
edge and to discover new forms of strug
gle. The immediate object of the Com
munists became the salvation of man
kind from fascist barbarism. They have 
become equal to this task, and have taken 
to heart the words of Comrade Dimi
troff: 

"We want the Communists of each 
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country promptly to draw and apply all 
the lessons that can be drawn from their 
own experience as the revolutionary 
vanguard of the proletariat. We want 
them as quickly as possible to learn how 
to sail on the turbulent waters of the 
class struggle, and not to remain on the 
shore as observers and registrars of the 
surging waves in the expectation of fine 
weather." (The United Front, p. 93, In
ternational Publishers, New York.) 

The Seventh World Congres aided all 
revolutionary workers to see the world 
as it is, and to find strength with which 
to form it in accordance with our will. 

FASCISM 

When Comrade Dimitroff discussed, 
before the delegates of the Seventh Con
gress, the characteristics of fascism, he 
impressed upon them that it was neces
sary to know thoroughly, and from every 
angle, an enemy of this kind. 

Fascism is something new. It is im
possible to arrive at its essence by the 
mechanical application of historical ex
amples. It is neither "absolutism" nor 
"Bonapartism," nor just simply the 
"dictatorship of the bourgeoisie." The 
employment of pseudo-historical labels of 
this kind serves merely to tone down 
fascism's appalling particularity and can 
lead only to dangerous underestimation. 
Comrade Dimitroff dealt with all these 
false theories at the Seventh Congress: 

"Fascism is not a form of state power 
'standing above both classes-the prole
tariat and the bourgeoisie,' as Otto 
Bauer, for instance, has asserted. It is 
not 'the revolt of the petty bourgeoisie 
which has captured the machinery of the 
state,' as the British Socialist Brailsford 
declares. No, fascism is not super-class 
government, nor government of the petty 
bourgeoisie or the lumpenproletariat 
over finance capital. Fascism is the 
power of finance capital itself. It is the 
organization of terrorist vengeance 
against the working class and the revo
lutionary section of the peasantry and 
intelligentsia. In foreign policy, fascism 
is jingoism in its crudest form, foment
ing bestial hatred of other nations." 
(P. 11.) 

Comrade Dimitroff repeated the bind
ing and conclusive definition of the Thir
teenth Plenum of the E.C.C.I.: "Fascism 
is the open terrorist dictatorship of the 
most reactionary, most chauvinistic and 
most imperialist elements of finance 
capital." 

In the course of the last few years 
the masses have had many opportunit.ies 
of becoming convinced of the correctness 
of this definition. It is not the peasants 
-who are breaking beneath the burdens 
of coercive agricultural measures-who 
rule in Germany; it is not the middle 
class people of the cities-for they are 
being ruthlessly plundered and have not 
the opportunity of taking part even in 
municipal government (how much less, 
then, in the national government!) ; it is 
not the lumpenproletariat, for their 
hopes were banished in the murders of 
the Storm Troop leaders on June 30, 
1934; nor is it the entire bourgeoisie 
which rules, for considerable sections of 
the bourgeoisie look upon the fascist 
terrorist regime with increasing horror. 
The rulers of Germany are a group of 
large-scale capitalists and banking mag
nates, who draw their profits from war 
industries and who dream of transform
ing one-half of the world into their 
colony. 

This small clique of capitalist crim
inals, who are enriching themselves not 
only at the expense of the poverty of the 
masses, but also at the expense of 
weaker sections of the bourgeoisie (the 
persecution of the Jews is part of this 
process), has taken unto itself a num
ber of unscrupulous, swaggering, moral
ly degraded adventurers, and a whole 
army of loafers, sneak-thieves, toadies, 
thugs, and torturers, in order to be
wilder, divide and forcibly suppress the 
people with the aid of this refuse of a 
decaying world. Finance capital has con
structed a new state apparatus out of 
these elements; it exerts its unrestricted 
dominance with the aid of this bribed 
horde of district leaders, commissars, 
party bosses and Gestapo officials. But 
does this mean that these mercenaries 
rule their capitalist taskmasters? Just 
as little as do the gunmen, thugs and 
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gangsters taken on by oil-capital control 
Rockefeller or Deterding. 

Does Hitler rule over his capitalist 
taskmasters? He was, he is, and remains, 
their agent-even if he be an expensive 
agent, with his prima donna tempera
ment and his week-end surprises. It is 
true that this form of dominance is a 
big gamble for finance capital, and very 
possibly Thyssen, for instance, is some
times possessed by anxiety as to how it 
will all end. But this robber band, which 
now forms the top stratum of the bour
geoisie-sentenced to death by history as 
it is-can see no other way out except 
by this hazardous gamble. All this is an 
expression of the profound crisis of capi
talism, the fargone decay of the capi-
talist world. · 

As Comrade Dimitroff told the dele
gates at the Seventh World Congress: 
"Fascism is a ferocious power, but ,an 
unstable one." And then he proceeded to 
remind them of the words of Comrade 
Stalin: 

"The victory of fascism in Germany 
must be regarded not only as a symptom 
of the weakness of the working class and 
as a result of the betrayal of the work
ing class by Social-Democracy, which 
paved the way for fascism; it must also 
be regarded as a symptom of the weak
ness of the bourgeoisie, as a symptom of 
the fact that the bourgeoisie is already 
unable to rule by the old methods of 
parliamentarism and bourgois democ
racy, and, as a consequence, is compelled 
in its home policy to resort to terroristic 
methods of administration-it must be 
taken as a symptom of the fact that it is 
no longer able to find a way out of the 
present situation on the basis of a peace
ful foreign policy, as a consequence of 
which it is compelled to resort to a 
policy of war." (P. 10.) 

These definitions are of the greatest 
importance, especially with regard to the 
fatalistic conceptions of a number of 
petty-bourgeois and Social-Democratic 
politicians, who appear to think that fas
cism is 110 strong that one can hardly 
resi11t it. The undeniable successes of 
fa11cism are based, not upon fascism'a 
strength, but upon the weakness and 
timidity of ita democratic opponent.. 

The representatives of the most reac
tionary section of the bourgeoisie in 
Great Britain, France and other coun
tries - Messrs. Chamberlain, Flandin, 
and so on-make concessions to fascist 
Germany and Italy, not because they be
lieve fascism to be so strong, but be
cause they are quite deliberately its ac
complices. They are well aware of the 
fact that the democratic powers, allied 
with the Soviet Union, are much stronger 
than the fascist powers, that, by reso
lute concerted action, they could, with
out undue effort, "withhold air and 
water from fascism"; but the masses of 
the people are not yet sufficiently·aware 
of this. 

As a matter of fact, it becomes in
creasingly difficult for the fascist powers 
to conceal the fast-advancing process of 
decay within fascism. In Germany, high 
officers of the army have felt themselves 
impelled openly to oppose the fascist 
economics of crisis. Both the army and 
industry complain, ever more audibly, of 
the lack of skilled forces in the younger 
generation. Both goods and "human ma
terial" are deteriorating; the quality of 
industrial products steadily worsens; 
railway and other accidents, infant mor
tality, disease, epidemics, are rapidly in
creasing; corruption and moral disinte
gration have sunk deeply into the social 
structure; science · degenerates; the 
peasants' cattle die by hundreds of 
thousands; among the people there is ris
ing a mood which says, "There's no sense 
to it all-let everything go to pieces." 
Neither the amplified propaganda nor 
increased terrorism have been able to 
check the process of decay. 

The opposition to fascism must take 
care to expose its internal fragility at 
every opportunity. As against the wail
ing and lamentations of a number of 
petty-bourgeois and Social-Democratic 
politicians, who support the fascist myth 
of the "irresistibility" of fascism, it is 
imperative that we inform the masses of 
the profound inner contradictions, the 
festering internal wounds, of fascism. 

BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY 

As Karl Marx made clear, bour~eoia 
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democracy is al!'lo a masked dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie. But fascism is not 
simply an intensification, a quantitativ• 
modification, of this dictatorship; it is 
qualitatively, in its essence, distinct 
from bourgeois democracy. Under bour
geois democracy, the working class and 
working people in general are also ex
ploited and oppressed in many ways, but 
they can come together in their owri de
fense in organizations, trade unions and 
political parties, they can struggle open
ly for their economic, political and cul
tural demands, they can defend their 
liberties, their human dignity. But fas
cism proceeds systematically to destroy 
all the liberties and organizations of the 
working people, it rescinds the workers' 
rights of free movement and with cold 
contempt tramples on all human dignity; 
it forces men and women, children and 
old people, into compulsory service for 
war, and transforms the entire country 
into a prison-house, a concentration 
camp. 

Trotskyite agents of the Gestapo, and 
"Left" ranters, claim that there is no 
essential difference between fascism and 
bourgeois democracy; capitalism, they 
say, is always capitalism. It would be as 
logical to insist that there is no differ
ence between a cannibal savage and a 
civilized man, for "a man is always a 
man." At the Seventh World Congress, 
Comrade Dimitroff emphatically opposed 
this dangerous trickery, as follows: 

"The accession to power of fascism is 
not an ordinary succession of one 
bourgeois government by another, but a 
substitution of one state form of class 
domination of the bourgeoisie-bourgeois 
democracy-by another form-open ter
rorist dictatorship. It would be a serious 
mistake to ignore this distinction, a mis
take which would prevent the revolu
tionary proletariat from mobilizing the 
widest strata of the working people of 
town and country for the struggle 
against the menace of the seizure of 
power by the fascists, and from taking 
advantage of the contradictions which 
exist in the camp of the bourgeoisie it
llelf." (P. 12.) 

The defeme bv the working cltUI of 

bourgeoia democracy against fascism 
thus becomes an elementary necessity. 
Under all circumstances the workers' 
struggle is a struggle for the extension 
of democracy. One of the most important 
tasks of all Communists is, in the course 
of this struggle, to make the workers 
acquainted with the fact that the class 
rule of the bourgeoisie permits only of 
restricted democratic development, that 
only socialism is capable of consistently 
realizing all the conceptions of democ
racy, that Soviet democracy represents 
the highest and most consistent form of 
democracy in the world. 

However, this by no means implies 
that we must, under any and all cir
cumstances, assume a hostile attitude 
towards bourgeoill democracy. In the 
days of the proletarian revolution, the 
formulas of bourgeois democracy were 
counter-revolutionary, because they were 
directed, in the interests of bourgeois 
class rule, against the efforts of the 
workers to overcome bourgeois rule and 
lay the foundations for socialist democ
racy. 

But even in those years of revolution, 
it was necessary also to make up for the 
non-completion of the bourgeois revolu
tion itself, as, for instance, in Germany, 
in breaking the power of the Junkers. 
Nowadays, when confronted by fascism, 
the formula of bourgeois democracy is 
progressive; it is correct to advocate the 
safeguarding of all bourgeois-democratic 
liberties of the workers and working 
people generally, the fruits of the bour
geois revolution and of the stubborn 
struggle of the proletariat within bour
geois democracy from destruction by the 
fascist rule of brute force. It is correct 
to defend, from the onset of barbarism, 
the culture, the customs, the humanity 
which mankind has won with such labor. 
It is correct to take steps to prevent the 
destruction of all human values, all in
tellectual and ethical achievements, and 
to protect mankind from an unparalleled 
catastrophe. 

As Comrade Dimitroff aaid, three 
years ago: 

"We are adherenta of Soviet demex> 
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racy, the democracy of the toilers, the 
most consistent democracy in the world. 
But in the capitalist countries we de
fend every inch of bourgeois-democratic 
liberties, which are b11ing attacked by 
fascism and bourgeois reaction, because 
the interests of the class struggle of the 
proletariat so dictate." 

During the last three years the Com
munists af all cauntries have proved 
themselves -to be the most stubborn and 
tireless defenders of bourgeois-democra
tic liberties, -threatened by fascism and 
bourgeois reaction. In Spain they have 
thrust back the provocateurs and "Left" 
fakers who, with their agitation for the 
establishment of a proletarian dictator
ship and their pseudo-Socialistic experi
ments, had alienated the peasants and 
city middle class and rendered aid to the 
fascists. They fight for the consistent 
realization of a bourgeois democracy 
which, it is true, differs in a number of 
points from the traditional bourgeois 
democracy of other countries, such a& 
Great Britain, for example. 

It is quite clear that in Spain there has 
arisen what Jose Diaz has called a 
"democracy of a new type." In a war 
which has already lasted two years, the 
people of Spain have shed their blood for 
this democracy, they have confiscated the 
stolen properties of the fascist large 
estate-owner and of the fascist capital
ist; the decisive influence in their demo
cratic revolution is the working class 
which is closely allied with the peasan
try. All this has contributed to the 
specific character of the democracy which 
has arisen in Spain. It is a democracy 
which is more progressive, more devel
oped, more social in its character, than is 
the old traditional democracy of Britain. 
It endows the workers and the masses 
of the people generally with far-reach
ing liberties and greater possibilities for 
protection against the fascist enemy. 

In France and other countries, the 
Communists are fighting, not only for 
the defense of democratic liberties, but 
also for their extension, for the purging 
of the state apparatus and the army of 
fascist elements, for measures re
stricting the robber gangs which repre-

sent finance capital. In the course of this 
struggle it is necessary to oppose, not 
only the "Left" demagogues and ad
venturers-who hide their concessions to 
the reactionary bourgeoisie or their aid 
to the fascists behind a barrage of "revo
lutionary" verbiage-but also those curi
ous democrats who would "reform" 
threatened democracy by means of re
stricting the liberties of the people, in 
order, so to speak, to anticipate the work 
of fascism-to commit suicide out of a 
fear of death! 

THE UNITED FRONT 

The struggle against fascism demands 
the unity of the w rking class. Fascism 
was able to win in Germany only because 
it was opposed by a divided, disunited 
working class. The close relationship of 
the reactionary leaders of Social-Dem
ocracy with the bourgeoisie had brought 
about the division of the working class. 
There was no longer any place for the 
revolutionary worker in those parties 
whose leadership' supported the imperi
alist war and hated the revolution like 
poison. The advance guard of the work
ing class therefore gathered together in 
the Communist International. 

However, there were millions of Social
Democratic workers who were not at 
once able to detect the truth about the 
policy of their reactionary leaders. They 
had become accustomed to look upon 
these leaders as the personification of 
their aspirations, they were bound to the 
old organizations by hundreds of ten
drils of loyalty and tradition; they be
lieved that the fault lay merely in tac
tical errors rather than in the funda
mentally wrong policy of the leaders of 
their party, and therefore they remained 
Social-Democrats. The reactionary Social
Democratic leaders thereupon designated 
the Communists as the splitters; exag
gerated emphasis in the Communist 
Party fed this misconception among the 
masses, so that the reformist servants 
of the bourgeoisie were able to open wide 
the gap between the Social-Democratic 
and Communist workers. This division 
not only weakened the working class 
itself, it also strongly affected the power 
of the working class movement to gain 
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sympathy and SU!Jport among the middle 
class and peasantry, and thus favored 
the advance of fascism. As was stated 
at the Seventh Congress by Comrade 
Dimitroff: 

"Fascism was able to come to power 
primarily because the working class, ow
ing to the policy of class-collaboration 
with the bourgeoisie pursued by the 
Social-Democratic leaders, praved ta be 
split, politically and organizationally dis
armed, in face of the onslaught of the 
bourgeoisie. And the Communist Parties, 
on the other hand, apart from and in 
opposition to the Social-Democrats, were 
not strong enough to rou!le the masses 
and to lead them in a decisive struggle 
against fascism." (P. 19.) 

The Seventh W-rld Congress was a 
decisive step towards the unity of the 
warking class. It laid upon the Com
munists the obligation of patiently and 
tirelessly striving towards unity of action 
with the Social-Democratic Parties and 
organizations. It drove a great breach 
in the barrier which had been artificially 
erected between Social-Democratic and 
Communist workers-a breach through 
which Communists and Social-Democrats 
could recognize their class comrades and 
extend to each other the hand of brother
hood. It facilitated the revolutionizing, 
not only of many members, but also of 
thousands of Social-Democratic Party 
officials, and contributed materially to
wards the formation of a Left wing in 
the Labor and Socialist International. 

Relations between Social-Democrats 
and Communists have become essentially 
altered in a number of countries in the 
three years since the Seventh World 
Congress. The results of the united front 
in Spain and France are convincing a 
continually increasing number of Social
Democrats of the complete sincerity of 
the Communists. The mistrust of Com
munists, fostered among honest Social
Democrats by reactionary leaders, is 
disappearing. Recognition of the fact 
that it is not the Communists, but re
actionary leaders of the type of Citrine, 
who are carrying out a policy of dividing 
the working class, is becoming more and 

more common among Social-Democratic 
workers and party officials. 

That stupid and brazen lie, that the 
united front is a "Moscow maneuver," is 
becoming less and less effective, and is 
making room for the conviction that the 
Communist International is pursuing no 
special, exclusive interests, but is serv
ing the generaJ interests of the working 
class. Calumny and intrigue are able less 
and less to obscure the consciousness of 
the worker that the epoch of the unifi
cation of the working class has begun, 
that we are climbing up out of the gulf 
of division in order to set foot upon the 
firm soil of class unity. And the masses 
of the workers are perceiving ever more 
distinctly that their worst enemies are 
those demagogues who strive to revive 
old dissensions or to promote new ones, 
who hate to see the healing of fraternal 
strife and the transformation of a hith
erto divided proletariat into one sound 
and powerful body. 

Faced by the increasing aggressive
ness of fascism and the immediate men
ace of a new world war, it is imperative 
that the process of unification be accel
erated, and that every possible effort be 
made to realize the unity of the working 
class in good time. We must bring home 
as impressively as possible to our Social
Democratic class comrades the fact that 
every minute of time lost to us in the 
precess of proletarian unification is a 
minute gained for fascism, that there is 
no time to lose in the erection of an 
unbroken front against the sworn enemy 
of freedom and peace. 

One example should suffice here to in
dicate the decisive importance of achiev
ing unity of action in good tilme. Fascism 
is trebling its efforts to defeat Republi
can Spain. Chamberlain and his clique 
based their "gentlemen's agreement" 
with Mussolini and their entire foreign 
policy upon the hypothesis that Republi
can S"pain could not offer much more re
sistance to the enemy. Their hypothesis 
was wrong: and this has led Chamber
lain and hii friends still further to sup
port fascist intervention in Spain and to 
endeavor to strangle resistance by the 
Spanish Republic. 
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Thus, developments in Spain depend 
upon the rapidity with which the British 
government is compelled, by a powerful 
mass movement of the people, to modify 
its pro-fascist foreign policy, and to join 
in combined international action to aid 
the Spanish Republic. The elementary 
prerequisite for such a change in policy 
is the united front. 

Reactionary leaders of the British 
Labor Party, however, claim that the 
Communist Party of Great Britain is too 
small numerically to be worth taking 
into an alliance. Only a few years ago, 
we heard the same story in France. Now
adays the French Communist Party can 
count over 300,000 members, which they 
have not secured at the expense of the 
Socialist Party, for the latter organiza
tion has also increased its membership 
as a result of the united front. Before 
the amalgamation of the two trade union 
movements in France, the total member
ship of both organizations amounted only 
to some 800,000 workers. Nowadays, the 
united General Confederation of Labor 
numbers over five million. 

Out of fourteen million British work
ers, some five million are organized in 
the trade unions and Labor Party. The 
united front in Britain would, as it did 
in France, bring millions of new mem
bers into the working class movement, 
and would be capable of arousing a pop
ular movement of such dimensions and 
power that Chamberlain would be unable 
to resist it. International unity, the uni
fication of all trade unions in the Inter
national Federation of Trade Unions, 
would give rise to opportunities--on a 
scale which it would be hard to over
estimate--for united and effective sup
port for the Spanish Republic and the 
fight against the criminal policy of "Non
Intervention." 

It is not without good reason that the 
Spanish Socialists have repeatedly urged 
their International to decide on unity 
of action with the Communist Interna
tional. They have, in their own country, 
experienced the strength which the 
united front embodies; and, in spite of 
the reactionary cynicism of some, and 
the lack of confidence in the masses of 

others, among the leaders of the Labor 
and Socialist International, they know 
by their own experience the tremendoua 
mass forces which working class unity 
engenders. 

International unity of action of the 
working class, -the international unifica
tion of the trade union movement in the 
cause of the struggle against fascism, 
would be the greatest help that could be 
given to the Spanish Republic, and there
with the greatest help -to. the entire work
ing class movement, and on behalf of 
peace and democracy. 

As compared with the division of the 
working class which existed in the years 
previous to the Seventh World Congress, 
the period of unity, in which we now 
live, represents progress of real histori
cal significance; but, in relation to the 
mighty tasks which immediately confront 
the working class, the present stage of 
development is still unsatisfactory and 
inadequate. Even the most stubborn and 
vicious reaction cannot prevent the unity 
of the working class, but in these days 
it is sufficiently a misfortune when it is 
delayed. It is an imperatively urgent 
duty to convince the Social-Democratic 
workers and officials of this fact. 

THE PEOPLE'S FRONT 

The Seventh World Congress not only 
prescribed for the Communist Parties 
the policy of the united front, but also 
that of the People's Front. With regard 
to the reasons of this new, bold policy, 
Comrade Dimitroff said: 

"In mobilizing the mass of the work
ing people for the struggle against fas
cism, the formation of a wide, popular 
anti-fascist front on the basis of the pro
letarian united front is a particularly 
important task. The success of the whole 
struggle of the proletariat is closely 
bound up with establishin.1' a fighting 
alliance between the proletariat on the 
one hand, and the toiling peasantry and 
basic mass of the urban petty bour
geoisie, who together form the majority 
of the population even in industrially 
developed countries, on the other. 

"In its agitation, fascism, desirous of 
winning these masses to its own side, 
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tries to set the mass of working people 
in town and countryside against the 
revolutionary proletariat, frightening the 
petty bourgeoisie with the bogey of the 
'Red peril.' 

"We must turn this weapon against 
those who wield it and show the work
ing peasants, artisans and intellectuals 
whence the real danger threatens. We 
must show concretely who it is that piles 
the burden of taxes and imposts onto 
the peasant and squeezes usurious inter
est out of him; who it is that, while own
ing the best land and every form of 
wealth, drives the peasant and his fam
ily from his plot of land and dooms him 
to unemployment and poverty. We must 
explain concretely, patiently and persist
ently who it is that ruins the artisans 
and handicraftsmen with taxes, imposts, 
high rents and competition impossible for 
them to withstand; who it is that throws 
into the street and deprives of employ
ment the wide masses of the working 
intelligentsia." ( Pp. 39-40.) 

The after-effects of war, economic 
crises, pauperization, fascism and the 
menace of a new war have aroused and 
stirred politically the millions of peas
ants and petty bourgeoisie of the towns. 
Decaying capitalism has undermined the 
basis of their existence; one catastrophe 
after another has overtaken them. With
in a number of strata and sections of 
capitalist society a profound reshuffling 
has taken place. Unemployment has be
come a chronic phenomenon. The peas
ants sink ever more deeply into debt, 
more deeply into servitude to the banks, 
are becoming transformed into the bonds
men of the financial magnates. 

The middle classes lost their savings 
owing to the war, to the crisis, inflation, 
bankruptcies; the artisans are being 
driven more and more into the ranks of 
the proletariat; small business-people 
are being ruined by the competition of 
large-scale concerns; the intellectuals 
are coming ever closer to hunger and 
despair. And even within the ranks 
of the bourgeoisie itself, critical 
changes are taking place. Wealth is 
being concentrated in ever fewer hands; 
the position of an increasing number of 
small capitalists ii!! worsening; more and 

more peasants with larger farm!! are 
also becoming involved in the chronic 
agricultural crisis. Large numbers of 
farmers, artisans, business people and 
small capitalists, who themselves for
merly employed labor, have been so thor
oughly plucked by the big vultures of 
finance capital, that they hardly have 
enough left upon which to live. 

It is upon the basis of this process that 
there has developed an obscure but ex
plosive sense of a common destiny among 
ever widening sections of the people, a 
confused hatred for the real or supposed 
authors of this general collapse. The 
workers' parties did not realize early 
enough that--faced by this large-scale 
social and economic regrouping, with the 
decay of capitalism becoming more ap
preciable year by year-it was both pos
sible and imperative to form a broad 
alliance with this resentful mass, and 
to rally around themselves a People's 
Front. 

Rather was it fascism, therefore, 
which profited by this mood among large 
numbers of people. With their phrases 
about "community of the people," the 
fascists appealed to that condition so 
strongly felt by large sections-which we 
have characterized as an obscure but 
explosive sense of a common destiny 
among those who have been stripped 
bare by a small clique of large-scale 
capitalists-and turned to their own ad
vantage their desire for union. Swollen 
to the size of a mass movement through 
the wholesale misleading of these sec
tions of the people in Italy and Ger
many, and finally coming to power, the 
movement then revealed itself to be the 
most brutal kind of dictatorship, pre
cisely of that small band of capitalist 
robbers who were and are responsible for 
the suffering of the people. 

Under the rule of fasc~, the spoila
tion of the people increases at a terrific 
pace, and a further reshuffling takes 
place, also at an extremely rapid speed, 
to the advantage of a small handful of 
bank magnates and industrial barom. 
The criminals who stand at the head of 
the state and of economy are not only 
robbing- the people down to the bone, 
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but are also beginning to oppress and 
dispossess increasing numbers of the 
bourgeoisie. The comment of the V oel
ki6che BeQbachter on the law which com
pels all Germans, without distinction of 
age or sex, to become the labor-slaves of 
the fascist war industry, is amazingly 
illuminating. We quote as follows: 

"It is not the existence of any par
ticular undertaking that is important. 
The only thing which is important nowa
days is an increase in the total national 
production .... The economic leadership 
can quite possibly come to the conclusion 
that this or that factory is no longer en
titled to receive national work. For ex
ample, it would be an absurdity today 
for all concerns to be dragged into a 
cartel, while the capacities of the most 
productively efficient concerns are· not 
yet being fully employed." 

Here it is admitted, with brutal frank
ness, that the capitalist and financial 
task-masters of the fascists have decided, 
in the interests of their own "produc
tively efficient" concerns-meaning, of 
course, the concerns belonging to the 
magnates of the war industries-to 
throw sections of the bourgeoisie over
board. Nothing could more vividly illus
trate the truth of the Communist Inter
national's assertion that fascism is the 
terrorist dictatorship of the most reac
tionary, chauvinistic and imperialist ele
ments of finance capital. And nothing 
can more clearly explain the desire of 
the "two hundred families" in France, 
for example, or the "economic royalists" 
of the United States, to destroy democ
racy as soon as possible, in order to 
establish a fascist dictatorship. 

Faced by the unexampled spoilation 
of the people by a small clique of large
scale capitalists, faced by the frightful 
danger that this robber clique, by means 
of the fascist dictatorship, may remove 
all barriers to its criminal intentions, 
and faced also by the daily increasing 
menace of a world war, it is essential 
that the masses of the people be assem
bled into one front of resistance. 

The policy of the People's Front 
against the most reactionary elements of 
finance capital, against fascism and war, 

has been successfully carried out in vari
ous countries. Of course, the People's 
Front movement has assumed various 
forms in different countries, as dictated 
by the historical development and the 
political situation in each given country. 

In Spain, the People's Front is a fight
ing alliance of all republican and demo
cratic forces, from the Basque Catholics 
to the Communists, against the treason
able generals and the military interven
tion of German and Italian fascism. The 
Spanish People's Front embraces the 
masses of the workers, the peasants, the 
urban middle class and sections of the 
bourgeoisie. 

The People's Front in France is an 
alliance of the workers, peasants and 
middle classes, represented through the 
Communist Party, the Socialist Party, 
the Radical-Socialist Party, the trade 
unions, and a number of other organiza
tions, against fascism, and for freedom, 
peace, and bread. It includes the mass of 
the working class, and substantial sec
tions of the peasantry and middle class. 

In Great Britain, the preliminary con
ditions for a People's Front are now in 
course of development on the basis of a 
broad democratic movement for the cre
ation of a Peace Alliance to oppose the 
fascist warmongers and their friends in 
Great Britain, Chamberlain and his 
crew. Against the will of reactionary 
labor leaders, such as Citrine, Bevin and 
Dalton, the demand is growing among 
trade unionists, cooperators, the Labor 
Party membership, and the liberal mid
dle class and a section of the liberal 
bourgeoisie, to scotch Chamberlain's pro
fascist policy by means of this Peace 
Alliance, and then to restrain the fascist 
warmongers by means of a powerful in
ternational peace front. 

The heroic war of defense of the Span
ish people against the better armed and 
equipped German and Italian interven
tionist troops, the successes of the Peo
ple's Front in France--which repulsed 
the fascist attack, obtained for the work
ers and other working people a number 
of social benefits, and fortified the demo
cratic self-respect of the people-all this 
has had a marked influence on the peo-
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ples of other countries. In all countries, 
the people have realized that fascism is 
by no means invulnerable, that it is per
fectly possible to unite the power of a 
people against fascism, and, with reso
lution, to defeat it. Faced by the enslave
ment of whole peoples by fascism, where 
it has come to power, and by the fascist 
warmongers' intention-which becomes 
more obvious every day-to utterly 
eradicate the freedom and independence 
of entire nations, there is at present de
veloping in several countries a broad 
movement in defense of national free
dom upon which basis the People's Front 
may gradually mature. 

Under these conditions, the working 
class is ever nwre dis-tinctly" revealed as 
a decisive national force, as the guardian 
of freedom and independence. As Com
made Dimitroff told the delegates of the 
Seventh World Congress, with regard to 
the role of the working class: 

"We are concerned with every impor
tant question, not only of the present and 
the fu-ture, but also of the past of our 
own peoples. We Communists do not pur
sue a narrow policy based on the class 
interests of the workers. We are not 
narrow-minded trade union function
aries, or leaders of medieval guilds of 
handicraftsmen and journeymen. We are 
the representatives of the class interests 
of the most important, the greatest class 
of modern society-the working class, to 
whose destiny it falls to free mankind 
from the sufferings of the capitalist sys
tem, the class which in one-sixth of the 
world has already cast off the yoke of 
capitalism constitutes the ruling 
c!ass . ... 

"We must at the same time prove by 
the very struggles of the working class 
and the actions of the Communist Par
ties that the proletariat, in rising against 
every manner of bondage and national 
oppression, is the only true fighter for 
national freedom and the independence 
of the people." (Pp. 78 and 80.) 

In Spain, the working class, allied with 
the peasantry and the urban middle class, 
is defending the freedom and indepen
dence of the entire nation against the 
fascist thieves. In France, the Commu
nists have demanded the unity of all 

Frenchmen against the treasonable two 
hundred families, against German fas
cism and its French accomplices. In Aus
tria, the Communists fought for the unity 
of all Austrians against the threat of 
German fascism, and now, when the 
country is under barbaric foreign rule, 
they advocate a front of all Austrians 
to secure the liberation of their country. 

In China the stubborn and tireless 
labors of the glorious Communist Party 
succeeded in bringing about the unifica
tion of all forces of the Chinese people 
against the Japanese aggressor, and in 
defense of the freedom and indeflen
dence of the Chinese nation by an all
inclusive anti-Japanese front. Fascism 
was able to secure support by misusing 
the patriotic sentiment of the people 
for its own foul purposes. Thanks to the 
policy of the People's Front, introduced 
at the Seventh World Congress, ever 
larger masses are now realizing that 
the most reactionary section of the 
bourgeoisie is always prepared-in its 
lust for gold and power-to betray its 
country and people, and that it is the 
workers who are defending, with the 
greatest ardor and devotion, the genu
inely vital interests of the nation, as 
against the fascist enemy. 

It is also in the interests of the whole 
nation, therefore, when the workers 
carry on their class struggle against the 
reactionary bourgeoisie, when they for
tify the strength of the people in oppos
ing the capitalist robbers who would rav
age the people, weaken them politically 
and sell them into fascist slavery. It is 
to the advantage of the whole na-tion, of 
the peasantry and urban middle class, 
when the working class is strong and 
therefore in a position effectively to de
fend the country and its people. The 
bravery and self-sacrifice with which the 
workers in Spain, in China, in Austria 
and Czechoslovakia, have, under varying 
conditions, acted on behalf of their coun
tries and fellow-countrymen, is confirmed 
in the words of Comrade Dimitroff: 

"By the very fact of building at the 
present time its class organizations and 
consolidating its positions, by the very 
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fact of defending democratic rights and 
liberties against fascism, by the very 
fact of fighting for the overthrow of 
capitalism, the working class is fighting 
for the future of the nation." (P. 81.) 

The power of the working class, its 
organizational solidity and tthe develop
ment of the proletarian class struggle 
under the conditions of democracy-these 
are the best assurance in all countries of 
national liberty and independence. The 
strongest contribution to the foundation 
of the People's Front is that the people 
shall realize the vast significance of the 
working class as the greatest and most 
important class in modern society, as the 
backbone of national freedom and inde
pendence, and that the working class, in 
its full consciousness and power, is de
fending the freedom and independence of 
the nation. 

THE PATH TO VICTORY 

The new policy, introduced by the Sev
enth World Congress, has had great 
effects during the past three years. Fas
cism is encountering increasingly serious 
difficulties. In 1933 it was able to come 
to power in Germany without a fight, 
but nowadays every step it takes it be
set with considerable danger. 

The unification of the working class 
proceeds uninterruptedly. Ever wider 
sections of the people are entering into 
the struggle, side by side with the work
ing class, against the fascist bandits. 
The Spanish people is defending itself
in a war which has already lasted two 
years-against two fascist great powers. 
The Chinese people are on the move, and 
are driving Japanese militarist-fascism 
into ever greater difficulties. In all coun
tries, the democratic resistance to the 
fascist aggressors is growing. The Com
munist Parties are gaining in strength 

and mass influence, and are becoming de
cisive political factors in the life of their 
various countries. Increasing millions of 
toilers regard the Communists with 
growing confidence, and will not permit 
themselves to be duped by anti-Com
munist bogey-tales. They are beginning 
to realize the profound truth of Com
rade Dimitroff's words: 

"The strengthening of the Communist 
Parties is not a narrow party concern, 
but the concern of the entire working 
class. 

"The unity, revoluttionary solidarity 
and fighting preparedness of the Com
munist Parties constitute most valuable 
capital which belongs not only to us but 
to the whole working class." (P. 83.) 

The People's Front movement obtains 
its greatest power of attraction through 
the socialist Soviet Union, through the 
moral and political unity of the Soviet 
people who are engaged in the realization 
of socialism. "A People's Front under 
socialist conditions" was what Comrade 
Molotov termed the unbreakable bloc of 
Communists and non-party people, which 
was supported by the entire people in the 
Soviet elections. A People's Front of this 
nature-the complete moral and political 
unity of an entire people-is, of course, 
unattainable in a capitalist country; but 
it aids to a tremendous extent in advanc
ing the unification of the masses of the 
people beyond the Soviet frontiers for 
the purpose of fighting fascism and war 
and defending freedom and peace. The 
development, establishment and struggles 
of the People's Front in the capitalist 
countries create new favorable conditions 
for the salvation of the peoples from 
catastrophe, starvation, serfdom, terror
ism and war, and in its further develop
ment itt also facilitates the dQWnfall of 
decaying capitalism. 



The Real Master8 of Germany 

BY K. WERNER 

I. PROCESSES OF CONCENTRATION AND 

MONOPOLY IN THE POST-WAR PERIOD 

THE Leninist theory of imperial
ism proceeds from the fact that, in 

the process of capitalist development, 
small undertakings are displaced by 
larger ones, which, in their turn, give 
way to gigantic enterprises. The concen
tration of production and the centraliza
tion of capital lead, at a definite stage in 
their prgoress, to monopoly, without the 
disappearance of all forms of competi
tion. "The replacement of free capitalist 
competition by capitalist monopoly" is 
the economic foundation of imperialism. 
The process of concentration, of which 
Lenin speaks, acquired, during the post
war period, a considerably swifter speed 
and much more definite form. 

In 1907, in Germany, the small-scale 
concerns-in other words, 91 per cent of 
all undertakings--consumed only seven 
per cent of the total steam and electric 
power. But, in 1925, 67 concerns alone 
consumed twice as much horsepower as 
1,634,000 small ones. This reveals the de
cisive significance of the large-scale en-

terprises and concomitantly the insignifi
cance of small enterprise. 

The development of joint stock com
panies during the post-war period also 
showed how steeply the significance of 
the largest of these latter had risen. In 
each branch of industry, a few joint 
stock companies control over 60 per cent 
of the entire share capital. (See Table I.) 

In each of these industries, a handful 
of joint stock companies, by means of 
their boards of directors or other man
aging bodies, exercise control over the 
entire industry. At the end of 1936, there 
were in Germany 7,204 joint stock com
panies with a total capital of 19,224,-
000,000 marks. Of these, 174 companies 
--only 2.4 per cent of all the companies 
-had at their disposal over 10,331,-
000,000 marks, in other words, 53.7 per 
cent of the total capital of all the com
panies. The eighteen biggest companies 
alone had 18 per cent of the entire capi
tal of all the companies. 

This formidable concentration of pro
duction and centralization of capital led 
to the further development of monopoly, 
to an increase in the specific gravity and 
power of monopoly. Before the war, the 

TABLE I. CAPITAL STRENGTH OF THE BIGGEST GERMAN JOINT STOCK COMPANIES 

(Proportion of companies with a capital of over 50,000,000 marks to the total 
capital of all joint stock companies, at the end of 1936.) 

lnd:uef;ry 
Heavy industry 
Coal-mining ........ . 
Iron and steel smelting, 

etc. . ........•.•.•. 
Chemical industry .... 

Total number 
of oompaniu 

692 
25 

17 
856 

761 

Number of 
companies with 
over 50,000,000 
marks capil'.,al 

16 
6 

6 
6 

Proportion of 
these companies 
tro total number 

62.2 
76.6 

90.0 
60.0 
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dominant form of monopoly was the 
cartel. After the war, huge combines 
came to the front; new, pow&rful trusts 
developed. But the number of cartels 
also rose, from 386 in 1907 to 2,100 in 
1932. However, this high figure should 
not conceal from us the fact that it is 
&nly a few cartels-like the Steel Asso
ciation, the Rhenish-Westphalian Coal 
Syndicate, the Potash Syndicate, and so 
on-which play the decisive part in the 
country's economy. And in these cartels, 
there are usually only a few concerns, 
or perhaps even one alone, which exer
cise predominance. For example, the 
United Steel Works (Vereinigten Stahl
werke) control almost all the associa
tions to which they are affiliated, while 
on the other hand the most important 
industries of the country are virtually 
in the hands of a few inter-related com
bines and trusts. According to the latest 
figures published in the Swiss press, at 
the end of 1937 about 70 per cent of in
dustrial production in Ger.many had be
come monopolized, as against 40 per cent 
in 1939. These figures distinctly reveal 
the gigantic power of monopoly in fas
cist Germany. 

II. BANKS, FINANCE CAPITAL AND 

THE FINANCE OLIGARCHY 

One of the most important indications 
of the extent of the concentration of 
banking capital and of the alteration in 
its role in capitalist economy, is the 
enormous growth in deposits. The rate 
of this growth further increased during 
the post-war period. 

The process of concentration and the 
significance of the giant banking con
cerns are also clearly shown in their 
balance-sheet totals. At the end of 1937, 
the total balance figures of all private 
banks in Germany amounted to 23 mil
liard marks. Of this, 89 per cent was 
shared by the four great Berlin banks. 

The growth of the banking monopoly 
is also shown in the elimination of 
smaller or medium-sized banking con
cerns or their affiliation to the larger 
institutions, and in the amalgamation of 
the larger banks which had taken place 
previously. In the period from 1914 to 

1933 the big banks absorbed 416 banks, 
among which were 267 private banks 
and 123 joint stock concerns. Among the 
most conspicuous of bank amalgamations 
were that of the Darmstadter Bank with 
the Nationalbank, in 1922, and that of 
the Deutsche Bank with the Diskonto
Gesellschaft in 1929. At the time of the 
latter amalgamation, it was openly 
stated that the motive was an increase 
in power, and influence in industry. This 
was soon proved to be true. 

The coalescence of banking and indus
trial capital has also reached a higher 
stage. Since the war, the number of com
pany directorships in the hands of the 
great banks has been tripled. Among the 
supervisory boards (Aufsichtsriite) upon 
which the big banks exert material in
fluence are those of some of the most im
portant industrial combines. When we 
remember that the "Aufsichtsriit" nowa
days usually plays a more decisive part 
than the "V orstand," the importance of 
these positions may easily be estimated."' 
Concurrently, leading industrial mag
nates, such as Thyssen, Krupp, Vogler, 
Flick and others have seats on the 
boards of the big banks, as well as on 
the managing board of the Reichsbank. 

The "interlocking system" is one of 
the most definite forms of expansion of 
the rule of the finance oligarchy. Here 
also development has reached a consid
erably higher stage. The Flick combine 
is an outstanding example of this. The 
Flick holding company is called the 
"Siegener Eisenindustrie A.G. Dussel
dorf," and has a share capital of 2,300,-
000 marks which is controlled by the 
Flick group. Beyond this, "Mittelstahl," 
with 60,000,000 marks capital, is also 

"'German joint stock companies have 
two controlling bodies, neither of which 
is quite the equivalent of the British or 
American boards of directors. These are 
the Aufsicktsriit and the Vorstand. Mem
bers of the Vorstand are all salaried, 
and are practically managing directors
it is a kind of administrative board. The 
Aufsichtsriit is superior to the Vorstad, 
and possesses supervisory powers over 
the general policy of the company ad well 
as its regular practical activities.
Translator. 
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controlled. "Mittelstahl" controls "Max
hiitte," with its 26,200,000 marks of 
share capital, as well as the "Waggon
Busch" and "Linke-Hofmann" companies. 

Furthermore, "Mittelstahl" controls 
the "Harpen Bergwerke A.G." (mining 
company) with its 60,000,000 marks in 
share capital,. and, in its turn, the "Har
pen" company controls the "Mont Cenis" 
and "Essener Steinkohle" mining com
panies, with a capital of 63,000,000 
marks. These last two control the Essen 
Chemical Works, with 12,000,000 marks 
share capital. Besides all this, the hold
ing company directly controls the "Hen
ningsdorf Stahlwerk" and the "Stahl
werke Brandenburg." These are only the 
most important ramifications of the Flick 
group in Germany. Control over all these 
enterprises is maintained with a small 
amount of capital, by means of an inter
locking system and bank debts to the 
tune of 160,000,000 marks. The control
ling concern itself issues no public ac
counts of its affairs, as is permitted to 
a limited liability company. 

The power of finance capital has 
greatly increased during the period of 
the general crisis of capitalism. The total 
wealth of capitalist society is controlled 
by a constantly decreasing number of 
financial magnates. When Lenin wrote, 
he gave the number of these magnates 
as 300. In 1930 it was estimated as from 
100 to 140. And now, after five years of 
fascist rule, between 50 and 60 magnates 
are ruling Germany. 

III. THE POWmFUL PROCESS OF THE 

REGROUPING OF CAPITAL UNDER THE 

FASCIST DICTATORSHIP TO THE ADVAN

TAGE OF THE REACTIONARY SECTION 

OF FINANCE CAPITAL 

"Fascism is the open terrorist dicta
torship of the most reactionary, most 
chauvinist and most imperialist elements 
of finance capital." (Theses of the Thir
teenth Plenum of the E.C.C.I.) This 
means that the bourgeoisie itself is not 
united. Recognition of this fact is of 
decisive importance with regard to the 
present situation in fascist Germany. 

The most reactionary section of finance 
capital encounters increasing difficulties 

within a democracy, and therefore em
ploys its whole energies in the syste
matic destruction of democracy and the 
eventual establishment of fascist dicta
torship. In the democratic countries, the 
bands of finance capital are confronted 
by trade unions and working class par
ties which oppose unlimited exploitation. 
Then, the poverty-stricken farmers and 
the urban middle class elements begin to 
move in growing numbers; and sections 
of the bourgeoisie itself, injured by ad
vancing monopolization, also begin to 
resent the rule of a clique of capitalist 
criminals. 

Democratic control of parliament, or
ganizations, corporate bodies and news
papers-however inadequate it may be
does constitute an obstacle to the ma
chinations of the financial magnates; 
democratic legislation-however much it 
may favor the bourgeoisie-is still a 
hindrance to the plans of the leaders 
of finance capital. 

The old methods of trickery, of cor
ruption, of the incitement of one suffer
ing section of the people against an
other, no longer suffice to give the most 
reactionary section of finance capital the 
opportunity for the rapid execution of 
all its plans. Before the robbers stand 
the danger of the unity of the masses 
of the people and of the revolutionary 
dislocation of their decaying rule. 

It is for this reason that in all coun
tries the ruling clique of financial mag
nates and industrial barons seeks to 
employ the metMds of the most refined 
criminality: The artificial contrivance of 
economic difficulties, sabotage of produc
tion, unconcealed treason, the organiza
tion of putsches and assassination-all 
these appertain to the methods employed 
by a decaying finance capital in its 
struggle against democracy. 

The growing concentration of the so
cial means of production in the hands of 
fewer and fewer capitalists, and the in
creasing concentration of control over 
labor power, on the one hand, and on the 
other the increasing radicalization of the 
masses-all this inexorably drove the 
financial oligarchy into the economic 
crisis which was developing on the basis 
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of the general crisis of capitalism, and 
inducing it to endeavor to replace dem
ocracy by open terrorist dictatorship. 

The crisis was more highly developed 
in Germany than elsewhere; it was in 
Germany that the leading men of finance 
capital felt themselves most severely 
affected. Whereupon Thyssen, Flick, 
Vogler, Kirdorf, and the rest hastened 
to bring about the undermining of dem
ocracy; enormous sums of money were 
poured into the fascist movement. For 
the masters of the banks and of large
scale industry, Hitler's party formed the 
best investment. The giant concerns of 
Thyssen, Flick and others were practic
ally bankrupt, and were drawing the big 
banks down with them into ruin. 

Then the state rushed to their assist
ance with the resources of its citizens, 
and placed milliards of marks from the 
state treasury at the disposal of a small 
group of industrial and financial barons, 
in order to save them on "national 
grounds," as the phrase had it. The nar
row limits of the market, against which 
barrier these vast concerns had crashed, 
had permitted, even in the previous 
"boom," the utilization of only 60 to 
70 per cent of all existing capital. Now, 
under the more acute conditions of the 
crisis, the heads of the great undertak
ings were determined to concentrate even 
more capital into their own hands to 
extort still more money from the people, 
and to dispossess a section of the bour
geoisie. These ends, however, could be 
attained only by means of a terrorist 
dictatorship. The redistribution of capi
tal-earried out by coercion during the 
five years of fascist dictatorship in Ger
many-has immensely enriched the heads 
of the financial oligarchy at the expense 
of the entire people. 

'f.he chief objective of the most reac
tionary section of finance capital was, 
as the Bergwerkzeitung of May 17, 1933, 
phrased it: "Readjustment to a much 
11impler conduct of life ( Lebemfiihr
ung)." Translated into lesl! ambiguous 
terms, thil! meant: l!ubstantial wage re
ductions, intem1itlcation of exploitation 
by means of longer workin~ hours and 
rationalization, the further increasing 

and stabilization of the already greatly 
increaeed monopoly prlcee. All this was 
quite openly l!tated. But, in order to 
bring the big combines back into activ
ity, heavy state subsidies were demanded 
in order to start up the armaments in
dustry. And at the same time, the mili
tary prerequisites for a new partition of 
the world, to Germany's advantage, were 
to be established. 

This home and foreign economic pol
icy, redounding to the advantage of the 
most reactionary section of finance capi
tal and which can only be implemented 
with the aid of a terrorist dictatorship, 
has not been without its unhappy results 
for capitalism itself. For example, the 
very considerable reduction in the stand
ards of living of the masses, resulting 
from the fascist dictatorship, led from a 
relative restriction of the home market 
to an absolute restriction, to a powerful 
convulsion of this section of the mechan
ism of capitalist economy. Thus one of 
the main contradictions within capitalism 
was rendered considerably more acute. 

Add to this the fact that the huge 
sums extorted by terror from the masses 
do not suffice to satisfy the demands of 
finance capital. Therefore large sections 
of the bourgeoisie are also materially 
injured through this economic policy. 
The antagonisms within the camp of the 
bourgeoisie are assuming ever greater 
extent and acuteness; the circle of those 
whose interests are bound up with the 
fascist dictatorship is becoming nar
rower. 

The economic policy of fascism began 
with the direct and indirect subsidization 
of the armaments and heavy industries, 
owned by the most reactionary section 
of finance capital, on a scale as has never 
before been experienced in the history of 
capitalism. Then followed the lowering 
of the standards of living of the broad 
masses, together with a simultaneous 
rise in the oost of commodities. The for
mula produced to meet this situation 
was: "Prices and wages must lte stabil
ized." The degree of exploitation in
creased in inverse ratio to the fall in 
real wages. And now, after five years 
of fascist dictatorship, commodity prices 
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in Germany are on an average 33 per 
cent hi~rher than British world market 
prices. 

The law of July 15, 1988, o'lt the com-
pu.lSoT'JI formation of cartels, was a fur
ther step in this economic policy. Its 
economic significance was a rise and 
stabilization in commodity prices. On the 
basis of this law, outsiders were brought 
by coercion into the cartels. At the same 
time no new factories were permitted to 
be built, or existing ones to be expanded, 
within these industries which had not 
been organized in cartels. On the basis 
of this Jaw, over 200 orders were issued 
up to the beginning of 1936. By means 
of these, existing cartels would either be 
extended, or new ones established. The 
result of this was the considerable in
crease in monopolization, mentioned 
earlier. A "supervisory board for car
tels" was also inaugurated, which is con
trolled, in fact, by the "Reich industrial 
group," in other words, Thyssen, Krupp 
and their colleagues. The fox has been 
set to watch the geese. 

The "Law for the Upbuilding of Ger
man Economy," of February 27, 1934, as
sured to finance capital a complete dic
tatorship. The Economic General Council, 
for which this law provided, was duly 
elected. It numbers among its members 
Thyssen, Krupp, Vogler, Bohringer, 
Fischer, Baron von Schroder, and others 
of like nature. Such a body, in the 
words of Miillensiefen, well-known spe
cialist on cartels in heavy industry, 
"could only be established by a free, 
independent state." This means, of 
course, by a state which is independent 
of the will of the overwhelming majority 
of the German people. 

A further measure was the "Credit 
Reform Law" of December 4, 1934. This 
Jaw led to a considerable degree of uni
fication of the credit system with the 
object of securing, by means of state 
coercion, a speedier and more intensive 
centralization of credit in the interesu 
of the banking monopol11. A "supervisory 
board" for credit affairs was set up in 
connection with the Reichsbank, eon
trolled by the directorates of the big 
banks. This board has the deciding voice 

in the founding of new credit institu
tions or the liquidation of existing ones. 
Until now, at least, its activities have 
been confined to the latter function. This 
law also permitted a far more effective 
concealment of balances. The centraliza
tion of credit in the hands of a few big 
banking concerns, the strengthening of 
the power of the banking monopoly, and 
a decision in the competitive struggle in 
favor of the big firms, with the aid of 
the terrorist dictatorship-auch are the 
objects of this law. 

It was quite obvious that the program 
of the N.S.D.A.P. (National-Socialist 
Party)-with its demands for the na
tionalization of the money and credit 
markets, for the "breaking of interest 
servitude" and the struggle against the 
banking monopoly-by no means consti
tuted any kind of obstacle to this policy. 
When the law was issued, it was wel
comed by the fascist press; and the 
Frankfurter Zeitung, remembering the 
Nazi Party program, had the following 
to say: 

"The question can only be posed as 
follows: Is socialization useful or injuri
ous for the banks and companies? A 
planned credit system is only possible 
in a socialist economy, in a country like 
the Soviet Union. There is no need to 
offer proof that such a path is inconceiv
able in Germany." 

In this connection we must also men
tion the "Law on Joint Stock Companies," 
of January 30, 1937. It provided for the 
liquidation of all companies with a share 
capital of under 100,000 marks, and also 
that all newly formed companies must 
have a capital of at least 500,000 marks. 
No single share can be for less than one 
thousand marks. In accordance with the 
"Principle of Leadership" ( Fiihrerprin
zip), the chairman of the board of di
rectors or of the administrative board 
of the stock companies may order the 
execution of any measures they deem de
sirable. Thus, finance capital is assured 
of absolute control over outside capital. 
Commenting on the law, at the time of 
its issuance, the fascist Deutscke Volk
lwirt (German Economiat) wrote: "The 
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shareholders will no longer be considered 
as the real owners of the enterprise, but 
as outsiders." The dictatorship of the 
finance oligarchy could hardly be more 
aptly described. 

Within the limits of this article, it is 
not possible to deal with all legal meas
ures which were introduced in the in
terests of finance capital. We have but 
space to mention, in addition to those al
ready described, the decree for the "Pro
tection of Labor Forces" of June, 1938, 
which so vividly reveals the fascist dic
tatorship as a terrorist regime operated 
in the interests of a very scanty upper 
stratum. This decree affects not only 
the working class and all who toil, but 
even the bourgeoisie itself. Its effect 
must be still further to sharpen the 
antagonisms in the camp of the bour
geoisie. 

In Capital Marx characterized the 
right of disposal by the worker over his 
own person as one of the prerequisites of 
the capitalist method of production. 

It was for this reason that capitalism 
broke the fetters of feudalism. In the 
period of the general crisis of capitalism 
in which the decay of the system is vast
ly accelerated, feudal, medieval, barbaric 
methods return, but, so to speak, at a 
higher stage of development. The worker 
is forcibly tied to one particular factory. 
The law of capitalist commodity produc
tion is modified at this point, but solely 
in the interests of the finance oligarchy. 
For the workers' wages may now be 
maintained at a minimum level without 
fear of disturbance by increased labor 
turnover. A straight line leads from the 
destruction of the trade unions right to 
this decree. Such unexampled servitude 
could never be imposed upon the German 
people without the existence of a terror
ist dictatorship. 

But this decree also adversely affects 
considerable sections of the bourgeoisie. 
For its object is to draw labor away 
from the average or somewhat larger 
concerns in order to bring it to the great 
combines owned by finance capital. By 
means of this policy, the profit yield on 
capital in the given concerns can be 
forcibly modified, to the advantage of the 

finance oligarchy. This can go as far as 
the complete loss of capital, according 
to the extent to which any given enter
prise is deprived of labor. In other words, 
laws and decrees are employed to sweep 
competitors out of the path of the big 
capitalists and financiers. That those 
who framed the decree had quite power
ful rivals in mind is frankly confirmed 
by the writer, Nonnenbruch, in the 
Voelkische Beobachter of June 25, 1938, 
as follows: 

"It is not the existence of any par
ticular undertaking that is important. 
The only thing which is important nowa
days is an increase in the total national 
production .... For example, it would be 
an absurdity today for all concerns to be 
dragged into a cartel while the capaci
ties of the most productively efficient 
concerns are not yet being fully em
ployed." 

Now, let us apply these words to 
things as they exist under the direct rule 
of Thyssen, Krupp, Vogler, Poensgen. 
For example, the steel cartel, the Stahl
verband (Steel Association), embraces 
some 30 concerns, of which only five, 
however, produce 80 per cent of the 
cartel's output. Well, why shouldn't they 
produce 100 per cent? Why should all 
those other works be "dragged in"? Any
how, in the meantime, couldn't 25 of 
them, say, be broken up by depriving 
them of labor? Would this not be an ex
cellent method also of depriving them of 
their capital? Then Krupp and Stahl
verein could install themselves as su
preme rulers, and prepare themselves for 
the coming of the yet more acute crisis 
of fascist economy. 

The Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung 
rightly termed the decree a "measure for 
the fur-thering of large-scale enterprises." 
(But not of such enterprises according 
to the statistical classification.-K.W.) 
And then-with unconscious irony?-it 
added that this measure "does not appear 
in the National-Socialist economic pro
gram." This application of the decree-
the breaking-up or absorption of smaller 
enterprises--needed as historical pre
requisite the dictatorship of the most re-
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actionary section of finance capital. 
All these measures contributed to the 

most considerable process of the regroup
ing of capital that has ever taken place 
in Germany. It was expressed in drama
tic struggles which had their effects deep 
in the body of the bourgeoisie and which 
resulted in the elimination of some of 
them. It was carried on with complete 
unscrupulousness and by methods which 
were quite unexampled. There is hardly 
a form of crime which was not com
mitted. Whereupon the Hamburg Wirt
schaftsdienst (an economic journal) 
wrote, towards the end of 1937, that 
since the advent of Hitler "the position 
of the entrepreneurs [meaning Thyssen, 
KnLpp, and others-K.W.] has improved 
morally!" 

The Nazi program also speaks of the 
"salvation of the middle class." But the 
five years of fascist dictatorship have 
witnessed one long campaign against the 
artisans. In 1S36 alone, 136,000 crafts
men's workshops went out of business. 
And in 1937 the tempo of this process 
increased. This is called by the Nazis, 
with typical brazenness, "natural selec
tion." 

Besides these, however, there were 
larger concerns which were also put out 
of business, concerns which could well 
have continued their competitive exist
ence had it not been for the fascist dicta
torship. The number of joint stock com
panies, by this means, decreased by 3,540 
in the period from the end of 1932 to the 
end of 1937. Following on the promulga
tion of the new law on joint stock com
panies, 1,632 companies were promptly 
liquidated. This process of elimination 
chiefly affected those concerns which-in 
the poetical phraseology of the Frank
furter Zeitung-"stand Jess in the sun
light of government orders, and thus 
feel more acutely the gloom." The fascist 
Deutsche Volkswirtschaft expressed it 
more brutally: 

"The discrepancy in the opportunities 
for profit, between large, medium, and 
small concerns has now reached almost 
unbridgeable proportions." 

The large-scale enterprises are making 

such profits that-to quote the same pub
lication-"they can only conceal their 
profits with great trouble." All invest
ments in new machinery, expansion, etc., 
are paid for out of current profits, to the 
extent of milliards of marks. 

In the process of the elimination of 
medium-sized undertakings, as well, 
even, as some larger ones, taxation plays 
no inconsiderable part, along with the 
intervention of state power by means of 
discriminatory armaments contracts. 
Alterations have been made in the laws 
by means of which the taxation of 
profits, of incomes and legacies has been 
manipulated to the benefit of large-scale 
capital and the larger fortunes. Also, as 
part of the move to eliminate the medium 
and smaller capitalists, partiality is 
shown in the allocation by the govern
ment of foreign currency and of raw 
materials, and also in the granting or 
withholding of credit by the big banks. 

In this connection, a new use is found 
for anti-Semitism. To a certain extent, 
the function of anti-Semitism has been 
modified during the fascist dictatorship. 
In 1890, Engels wrote that it was the 
small nobility, the Junkers, who advo
vated anti-Semitism, and that the petty 
bourgeoisie, affected by capitalist com
petition, were "shouting along with 
them." 

The Nazis also have employed anti
Semitic propaganda among the petty 
bourgeoisie, and continue to do so. On 
the other hand, however, the most re
actionary section of finance capital is 
now employing anti-Semitism in order, 
at the least possible expense, to possess 
themselves of capital to the extent of 
some 10 milliards of marks. In this rase, 
anti-Semitic propaganda is employed in 
order to mask what is really proceeding. 
The methods are very reminiscent (lf 
primitive accumulation. A few examples 
will show how far this method of rob
bing one section of the bourgeoisie has 
proceeded. 

It began with the big department 
stores, and then came the turn of vari
ous industrial undertakings. We may 
mention such important concerns as the 
Tack & Co. shoe factory (Krojanker 
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group), the Heliowatt Works (Aron 
group), the Cassirer Cable Works, the 
Adrema Co. (Goldschmidt group), the 
Frankfurt Mill Works (Wolf group), the 
Mayer & Son's leather factory at Offen
bach on Main. 

Then came considerably larger enter
prises, such as Hirsch-Copper, the Lu
beck Blast Furnace Works, Wolf, Netter 
& Jacobi, the Hahnsche Pipe, Steel and 
Rolling Mills Works, Orenstein & Kop
pel, the Suhl small-arms works (Simon 
group). 

In Austria also the robber band has 
possessed itself of several important en
terprises. As for instance the Hierten
berg factory (Mandl group), which was 
taken over by the Wilhelm Gustloff 
Establishment, which has already ap
propriated the Sub! Arms factories, an 
almost over-insistently "public" organ
ization, behind which hide the Steel Alli
ance and the Dresdener Bank, together 
with high Nazi Party leaders. 

The same applies to the Hermann 
Goering Works, which appears to the 
p~:blic as a state undertaking. Of this 
company's 400,000,000 marks share 
capital, 245,000,000 are in government 
hands, 25,000,000 are held by heavy 
industry and 130,000,000 by smaller 
workshops and supplementary connect
ing industrial undertakings which work 
up the Hermann Goering products. 

The state and the supplementary un
dertakings have paid for the construc
tion of the works; but the Thyssen 
group, which has the decisive influence, 
will, in its own good time, formally 
"convert" the giant undertaking into its 
own private property. So far, the Goering 
combine consists of seven different works. 
The Linz Foundries are in course of con
struction. Also, they are now taking over 
in Austria the following: the Steyr
Daimler-Puch Co. (share capital, 17,600,-
000 Austrian schillings), the Simmering 
Machine and Wagon Factory (4,600,000 
schillings), the Steyr Cast Steel Works 
J udenburg-W ein ( 5,000,000 schillinzs), 
and the Pauker Works, Vienna (1,000,-
000 schilling). All this will happen by 
means of taxation pressure, in the 

"course of time." And the Thyssen iTOUp 
always has precedence in all this. 

At the last meeting of the "lron
founders"-strictly private--the transfer 
of these works into private hands was 
discussed. This came to light only be
cause of disagreements among the big 
fellows. And, of course, a denial was at 
once issued. Goering himself, of course, 
has seen to it that he gets his slice out of 
this huge business. One of his relatives, 
H. Brassert, a building contractor, is 
entrusted with all construction jobs in 
connection with the giant combine. The 
extent of the graft and intrigue going 
on behind the scenes in the Goering com
bine is probably unparalleled. In this 
connection, the struggle should be men
tioned between Thyssen and Krupp, 
which, in the case of the Rheinmetall 
Company (already most absorbed by the 
Goering combine) was decided in favor 
of the Thyssen group. 

All the more important industrial con
cerns owned by Jews, which have come 
under the hammer, have been bought by 
big German industrialists or by persons 
in close relation to them. 

This process of the regrouping of capi
tal has also in part affected Jewish bank
ing capital. In the period of 1933 to the 
end of 1937, 553 Jewish banks were liqui
dated. Among them were important 
banking houses such as S. BleichrOder, 
Gebriider Arnold, Georg Fromberg, 
Strauss & Co., Behrens & Sons, Dreyfuss 
& Co., all institutions with wide indus
t;:ial and foreign ramifications. The old
established bank of Warburg & Co.-in 
existence since 1792-should also be 
mentioned in this connection. 

And who absorbed these banks? Prin
cipally, the gentlemen of the Deutsche 
and Dresdener Bank-Strauss, Schippel 
and their friends. But heavy industry 
also climbed onto the bandwagon. 

To this chapter belong also the 
changes within the big banks themselves, 
the exclusion from the Deutsche Dis
konto Bank of Jewish bankers like Was
sermann, Solomonsohn, Solmsen; of 
Jacob Goldschmidt from the former 
Danat Bank; of Heinz Nathan from the 
Dresdener Bank; of Karl Sobernheim 
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from the Kommerz und Privatbank; of 
Rudolf Loeb and Fritz Mannheimer from 
Mendelsohn & Co.; of Jeidels, Warbura
and F\1rstenbera- from the Berliner Han
delsgesellschaft. In their place enter the 
chiefs of the "Aryan" robber bands. 
Here we see this titanic struggle
waged, however, with such unequal 
weapons-entering deeply into the body 
of finance capital. Now, with the latest 
decree against the Jews, they expect to 
be able to deal the final blow. According 
to the Neue Zuricher Zeitung (Zurich, 
Switzerland) of June 26, 1938, it will 
provide for the "compulsory emigration" 
of these Jews, "on condition that they 
leave behind nine-tenths of their for

tune." 
While Thyssen, Flick, Vogler and their 

associates have kept their recent preda
tory forays-which, with the aid of the 
Nazi state, were eminently successful
as the restricted affair of their own 
clique, they have nevertheless had to 
take a few persons--not by any means 
unknown in other circles-into the in
side ring of their vast business. Her
mann Goering, for instance, has become 
one of the most powerful financial mag
nates in Germany. Herbert Goering, his 

brother, is a member of one of the most 
important boards in the country. We 
have already noted the good fortune 
which has befallen another of the Goer
ing clan, the builder, H. Brassert. 

And where Goering enters, surely 

Goebbels should not hesitate? The propa
ganda minister's private fortune is man
aged by the well-known capitalist, 

Giinther Quandt, who holds a score or 
more of directorships, particularly in 
the armaments industry, is still on 

friendly terms with his divorced wife, 

now Frau Goebbels, and who 1ecured the 
magnificent Schwanenwerder Castle for 

Goebbels for the trifiini' 11um of 300,000 
marks. 

Then there is Hitler's favorite, the 
banker, August von Finck, of Munich, 
who recently "took over" the Jewish 
banking firm of Dreyfuss & Co., with its 
large and varied industrial connections 
in North Germany. He is a director of 
many combines in Rhenish-Westphalian 
heavy industry and is a member of the 
administrative commissions of the big 
banks. It is commonly believed that he 
manages Hitler's private fortune. 

1 Also, let us not forget Baron von 
3chroder, of the banking firm of Stein 

& Co., Cologne, who is the liaison man 
between Hitler and the factory owners. 
These are only some of those who have 
been very well served by the fascist dic
tatorship. As agents of finance capital, 
they have now themselves become finan
cial magnates, with the aid of state 
coercion and "Nordic shrewdness." 

Our research confirms what Com
rade Dimitroff stated, at the Seventh 

World Congress of the Communist Inter
national, with regard to the class char
acter of fascism. As the dictatorship of 
the most reactionary section of finance 
capital, it serves to accelerate, by crim
inal means, the process of the concentra
tion of vast capital within a few hands, 
and to plunder the people on an unpa

ralleled scale on behalf of these bandits. 
This has led, not only to a marked 
sharpening of the fundamental contra
dictions of the capitalist system of pro
duction, but also to placing 50 to 60 in
dividuals-the most reactionary of the 
finance oligarchy-in direct opposition to 
the entire nation. 



On the Fourth Anniversary of the 
United Front Pact in France 

BY J. DECAUX 

FOUR years ago, on July 27, 1934, the 
Socialist and Communist Parties of 

France concluded their united front pact 
for the fight against fascism. The_ sign
ing of this pact was, as a matter of fact, 
only the official confirmation of a posi
tion which had existed for some time, 
particularly since the February events 
of 1934. 

The Communist Party of France, 
guided by the decisions of the Seventh 
World Congress of the Communist In
ternational, on the basis of several ar
ticles by Dimitroff, in the four years 
since the signing of the pact has repeat
edly brought up the question of unity, of 
the most varied forms of unity: the 
People's Front, unity of action, a united 
party, international unity of the working 
class movement (for example, at the 
Congress of Villeurbanne, January, 1936, 
at the Congress of Aries, December, 
1937, and in the different discussions of 
the Central Committee and its daily 
activity). 

On May 27 and 28 an important session 
of the Central Committee of the Commu
nist Party of France was held at which 
the Communist regional secretaries and 
the Communist deputies also took part. 

The slogan of the Central Committee: 
"Unity for Action," and the title of its 
appeal, "Unity Brings Strength," pub
lished after the session, express clearly 
and unmistakably the desire of the Party. 

The program of the People's Front 
contains four essential points: 

1. A number of economic measures 
"for the reestablishment of purchasing 

power reduced or destroyed by the 
crisis.'' 

2. Measures for "financial recovery." 
3. A certain number of political meas

ures for "defense of freedom," "against 
the fascist leagues." 

4. A number of resolute measures for 
the "defense of peace." 

Unity, uniting for the purpose of a 
return to this program-that is the 
path that must be trodden in order to 
free the masses of the French people 
from "the worry and the apprehension 
felt about the development of the situa
tion in France and in the world." 

The formation of the People's Front 
was only possible thanks to the unity of 
the working class; it has made possible 
the realization of a number of measures 
and social reforms: the forty-hour week, 
paid holidays, the rights of trade unions 
were recognized by the signing of collec
tive agreements, by the introduction of 
the election of factory committees, and 
the Ministry of Agriculture caused a cer
tain increase in the value of agricultural 
products. After the great strike move
ment of June, 1936, wages also rose. 
All these measures resulted in a marked 
improvement in the standard of living 
and the working conditions of the masses 
of working people. But all this can come 
into question again, as Maurice Thorez 
strongly emphasized, by a policy opposed 
to the program of the People's Front. 

The "pause" established by Blum's 
first government postponed the eagerly 
awaited reforms which were in the pr<r 
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gram, for instance, the old age pensions, 
regulation of salaries of civil service 
workers, the question of a national strike 
fund. This inactivity during the pause 
was followed by a retreat which serious
ly endangered the success of the first 
measures. The depreciation of the franc 
which took place on three successive 
occasions reduced the purchasing power 
of the mass of the people whereas the 
cost of living has risen enormously. 

The reactionary big employers have 
used this weakness to let loose a 
furious counter-attack. In the fac
tories, measures directed against the 
workers and all manners of abuses have 
multiplied; the employers are organiz
ing systematic sabotage of national pro
duction; in a number of industries the 
forty-hour week is not enforced and mass 
dismissals are taking place. At the same 
time attacks on the law of the forty
hour week are being intensified. And, 
finally, the employers say that they will 
"get France to work once more," as if 
the French people had not always proved 
that industry was one of its finest 
qualities. 

The program of the People's Front 
also includes "financial revival" by 
"democratic reform of the taxation sys
tem," "measures against large incomes" 
by "control of capital export and the 
prevention of the flight of capital." 

Instead, however, a reactionary policy 
!:as been adopted, taxes which affect 
the masses have been increased, the 
financial situation of the big municipali
ties, of the local authorities has been 
worsened so that they have been forced 
to raise local and district rates and to 
take up loans, and the interest payments 
come as a further burden on the mass of 
working people. No measures, however, 
have been taken against large incomes; 
large-scale capital refuses to invest in 
the national economy and openly engages 
in transactions for the flight of capital. 

The program proposes the "disarming 
and complete dissolution of the fascist 
leagues" and "legal measures against in
citement to murder or against conspira
cies against the safety of the state." It 
is true a law on the dissolution of the 

fascist leagues has been passed, but the 
latter have, to a certain extent, reorgan
ized themselves and are continuing their 
work with even greater cynicism. It is 
true that some of the arms supplies of 
the fascist-terrorist organizations of the 
Cagoulards have been seized, but this 
organization was not in existence at the 
time of the working out of the program 
and the fascist organizations aimed at 
in the program were not disarmed. 

The fascist organizations have not 
only "incited to murder" but they have 
committed murder. They murdered the 
Roselli brothers, they threw bombs which 
killed fourteen people in Villejuif. Some 
Cagoulards have been arrested, but the 
"legal measures" against the murderers 
end with their release. Instead of con
ducting a policy which guarantees the 
unity of the people for the fight for 
peace, a policy of concessions, of capitu
lation to the warmongers is being carried 
on. The fraud of so-called non-interven
tion is not only costly to Republican 
Spain and the cause of peace, but it 
threatens France "in her security and 
in her independence as a great nation." 

The government parties of the People's 
Front were not only incapable of a 
resolute peace policy, but they are also, 
as Archimbaud, the Radical-Socialist 
Deputy, emphasized recently, "not in a 
position to put an end to harmful pro
Hitler propaganda, the aim of which is 
to cripple all efforts in our country di
rected towards defense." 

In fact, Hitler's French agents, Flan
din, Doriot and La Rocque, are conduct
ing their business of treachery to France 
unpunished. With criminal carelessness 
Hitler's plan of the "encirclement of Re
publican France" is being allowed to 
thrive in foreign policy, while in 
home affairs the harmful "pacifist" ca
pitulation and subordination to fascism 
and Hitlerism continue undisturbed. 

Reaction and its fascist organizations 
in their growing anti-French propa
ganda are trying to put the responsibil
ity for this situation on the People's 
Front. 

Such facts and such a situation caused 
by a policy which, however, has nothing 
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whatever to do with the seriously formu
lated desires of the People's Front are 
calling forth "misgivings, anxiety and 
painful disappointment among the peo
ple." But the people know that these 
difficulties can be bridged by the return 
to the program of the People's Front 
and therefore remain true to the People's 
Front, to unity, the pledge of victory. 

But if, as Maurice Thorez strongly 
emphasized, the remarkable fact must 
be recognized: 

" ..• that in the country the People's 
Front remains firm politically, although 
Parliament and the government are slip
ping to the Right. It is clear that this 
conflict between the policy of the gov
ernment and the endeavors of the mass 
of the people cannot go on without .seri
ous danger to the working class and to 
the whole of our people." 

A further step must be taken and 
unity established in order to realize our 
common program. 

The different organizations and par
ties of the People's Front are connected 
with each other through a national 
People's Front committee. It must, how
ever, be stated that for two years all the 
decisions, contrary to program, have 
been made apart from this committee, 
that the Communist Party was always 
faced with a fait accompli; that meas
ures were taken before the Party had 
been informed. It is absolutely essential 
that measures for the strengthening of 
the cohesion of the People's Front be 
taken so that the will of the people shall 
not further be crossed by one or two 
people. To this end the Central Commit
tee of the Communist Party has decided 
to carry on a campaign for the calling 
of a national People's Front Congress. 

This congress, in which representa
tives of the local People's Front commit
tees should take part, is in accord with 
the wishes of the masses of the people 
who want to put an end of the policy of 
capitulation. The idea of holding such 
a congress receives great support. Some 
congresses of the "Peace and Freedom" 
movement have already been held aad 
were very successful, for example, that 
of the Paris district. 

The success of the "Peace and Free
dom" congresses show that the Commu
nist Party of France is right in trying 
to get the other parties of the People's 
Front jointly to call a Jireat national 
People's Front Congress. 

The creation of wide People's Front 
Committees is also an element in strength
ening the People's Front. A number of 
committees already exist but they would 
have been far more numerous if the 
Socialist Party, in particular, had not 
forbidden its members to participate. Of 
course, such committees could have pre
vented a great many mistakes. Our 
Party was right in continuing its efforts 
to form such committees. 

The support of the masses to the 
People's Front was maintained mainly 
because of the insistent efforts of the 
Communists to win the most important 
demands of the People's Front program. 
Without a doubt these efforts would have 
had far greater results if the other par
ties of the People's Front had cooperated 
instead of echoing the vicious campaign 
of reaction against the so-called "dema
gogic exaggeration of demands by the 
Communist Party." 

Certainly such a campaign on the part 
of reaction is not surprising because, for 
them, every expression of the will of the 
people is "demagogy." But it is painful 
to have to state that some leaders of 
the Socialist Party took part in this 
campaign. For instance Dormoy on June 
26 complained of "the continual screw
ing-up of demands" by the Communists, 
who, in his opinion, "would do well to 
put a damper on their exasperating 
exaggerations," i.e., to put it more clear
ly: We Socialists are against the de
mands of the civil service workers, the 
aged and the peasants. 

Dormoy, in the name of the Socialist 
Party declared: "Everything could be 
saved if Mr. Daladier would act along 
the lines expressed in the general elec
tions." What do .. "aloag the lines ex
preas&d ia the l'••eral election" mean if 
not the applicatioa of tlle pro&"ram? This 
is exactly what the Communist Party 
demands, no more or no !es11. But this 
should not be the bu11inees of the Prime 
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Minister, Daladier alone, but the busi
ness of the entire People's Front. 
It should "act" in order "to save every
thing." That is why common action by 
the Communist and Socialist Parties is 
necessary to cement the structure of the 
People's Front. 

Dormoy declared further: "The Social
ist Party cannot agree to the decision to 
close the Pyrenees frontier." But what 
then does the Socialist refusal of the 
proposal of the Communist Party mean? 
The proposal to come out jointly for 
Spain, jointly for the opening of the 
Pyrenees frontier? In fact, the policy of 
the majority of the Socialist Party lead
ership is "too subtle and capricious." 
This majority should not forget that the 
"common sense of the people is very 
critical of thi.s divergence of word and 
deed." 

It is just this "divergence of word 
and deed" of certain members of the 
parties of the People's Front, particu
larly of such members who have taken 
part in the different governments, that is 
the cause of the present difficulties of the 
People's Front. 

The words of the Communists corre
spond to their deeds. Among them there 
is no such dissonance between word and 
deed. The only means of putting an end 
to this divergence of word and deed is 
the return to the program of the People's 
Front, unity of action so as to draw 
all forces together. 

If the People's Front was possible only 
thanks to the unity of action of Social
ists and Communists, then to strengthen 
the People's Front, unity of action must 
be increased and efforts must be made 
for the united party of the working class. 
For as Maurice Thorez said to the 
Citroen workers on June 3: "We are 
forged on the same chain, either we win 
together or we are ruined together." 

The condition for victory is unity. The 
Communist Party understrmds this well; 
ft has therefore never ceased and wiU 
xever cease to work for unity of action 
and for the formation of the united 
party. 

Fortunately we can say that the re
lation between the members of the two 

parties and their lower organizations is 
becoming more and more friendly. But 
we must also say that this is not true 
of the majority of the leadership of the 
Socialist Party. The lower organizations 
of the two parties conduct joint ac
tivities, but the majority of the Social
ist Party leaders, like Lebas, Paul Faure, 
Dormoy, etc., for some time have re
fused joint activity. They have taken an 
article of our Comrade Dimitroff, in con
nection with the twentieth anniversary 
of October, which emphasized and hon
ored the will to unity of the Socialist 
workers of France, as a pretext for re
jecting all proposals for action on a na
tional scale. 

The resolution caused great excite
ment in the Socialist and Communist or
ganizations. These organizations have 
jointly adopted numerous resolutions to 
be sent to both parties and demanded the 
immediate resumption of negotiations for 
unity. In an open letter our Party called 
on all its members to remind the Social
ist workers that the Communist Party 
bore no responsibility for the break up 
of the work of the Unity Commission. 
But before this letter could become 
known, the Socialist Party published a 
warning to the Socialist workers 
"against being provoked to breaches of 
discipline which will be addressed to 
them." All proposals of the Communist 
Party for joint action are presented to 
the Socialist workers as a conspiract~ 
against their party and against the reso
lutions of their congressetJ. 

The last congress of the Socialist 
Party maintained a complete silence 
about the problem of unity in its reso
lutions. But at the congress of the So
cialist Youth, which is entirely under the 
leadership of the Socialist Party, a reso
lution was adopted "that every attempt 
to etJtablish unity ix the different dis
tricts is impermissible an.d that meas
ures will be taken agaimt such breaches 
of discipline • ... Any further relatiom 
other thax taking part in demomtrations 
necusaf"'JI for propaganda are fO'f"
bidden." 

On June 22 the Communist Party, in 
a letter addressed to the Socialist Partr, 
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proposed joint action for Spain, for im
mediate demands and for the celebration 
of the anniversary of the united front. 
It proposed to call together the Com
mittee of Contact. 

In its answer of June 29, the Socialist 
Party rejected the proposals of unity of 
action under the pretext that "these were 
formulated in circum.~tances wkich do 
not permit them to be usefully applied." 
The letter added that the Communist 
Party "daily infringes u.pon the resolu
tions and discipline of the Socialist 
Party." 

Wherein does the "attack" of the Com
munist Party on the resolutions of the 
Socialist Party and its "discipline" lie? 
We maintain that the French Commu
nists have observed every single resolu
tion of the Socialist Party which serves 
the interests of the people, the interests 
of unity. Nay more, they have often even 
defended these resolutions against those 
who should have carried them through; 
as for instance, the resolution of the 
National Council of the Socialli;t Party 
of April 10, the resolution of the Social
ist International on Spain. The Commu
nist deputies were the only ones who 
came out in favor of it, even against 
the Socialist deputies. This is called 
Communist demagogy. Who has been 
demagogic? Those who gave promises, 
adopted resolutions and then finally re
fused to carry them through, or those 
who took these resolutions seriously and 
fought to carry them out? 

A further proof of this is the respect 
for the resolution of unity adopted at 
the Socialist congress in Marseilles. This 
congress put forth three conditions for 
the creation of unity: (1) Democracy at 
all stages of organization; (2) Sov
ereignty of national and international 
congresses; (3) Independence of the 
party from any government. The Com
munist Party immediately adopted these 
three conditions. Unity therefore became 
possible; it was all the easier to achieve 
as the bases laid down in these three 
conditions were always applied in the 
Communist Party. The Socialist workers 
rejoiced over the adoption of the reso-

lutions of their congress by the Com
munist Party. If these resolutions have 
not been carried through, then the ma
jority of the leadership of the Socialist 
Party is alone responsible, who "undis
ciplined" did not respect the "sovereignty 
of the National Congress." 

All the proposals of the French Com
munist Party are endeavors toward the 
realization of unity. All its appeals are 
fraternal exhortations to unity. These 
proposals, these exhortations are called 
"provocations to breaches of discipline." 
Is the discipline enjoined by the Socialist 
Party on its members directed against 
unity then? What friend of unity can be 
satisfied with that? If members of the 
Socialist Party, organizations of the So
cialist Party break through the narrow 
frame of a discipline of this kind, who 
else is responsible for it but the Social
ist leaders who, by this "discipline" di
recte'd against unity, put the Socialist 
workers in the painful dilemma of either 
leaving the organizations they have 
created, often with a heavy heart, or of 
throwing up unity. 

But let us examine wherein this 
"provocation to breaches of dli;cipline," 
wherein this "lack of discipline" lie, of 
which Communist and Socialist workers 
are found guilty. 

We do not intend to detail here the 
many proposals which the Communist 
Party in the course of four years has 
made. Within them all there is but one 
thought: that unity of action creates 
the condition for realizing the united 
party, the strengthening and develop
ment of unity of action therefore hastens 
the creation of the united party. For 
four years the Communist Party has 
never tired of making practical pro
posals. It recommended joint meetings of 
the members of the lower organizations 
of the two parties; it proposed to hold a 
joint national conference in order to pre
pare for the united congress of both 
parties. 

When the Communist Party adopted 
the three conditions of the Marseilles 
Congress, it made a number of concrete 
proposals which could be immediately 
carried out: joint meetings of the leader-



THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED FRONT PACT 765 

ship of the parties in the central, district 
and lower organizations, joint work on 
the part of the lower organizations of 
both parties (the members as before to 
pay their dues to their own party), col
laboration of the editorial boards of the 
press of the two parties, joint meetings 
of the deputies and other representatives 
of the parties in all municipal and local 
offices, joint organization of propa
ganda throughout the country. The real
ization of these proposals would have 
made possible the speedy summoning of 
the unity congress. 

Finally, the Communist Party has 
ceaselessly proposed that, for the pur
pose of joint discussion, all documents 
and minutes of the discussions on the 
uniting of the two parties be made 
known to all members of the two parties. 

All these proposals were rejected by 
the leadership of the Socialist Party; 
they call them "provocation to breaches 
of discipline," just as they also included 
in "provocation to breaches of discipline" 
the invocation of the Communist Party 
to apply the decisions of the Marseilles 
Socialist Congress. 

Many of the lower organizations of 
the two parties have held joint meetings 
and are continuing to hold them, meet
ings in which the questions of joint ac
tion are discussed. The Communists and 
Socialists of Bouchaud (Allier) put this 
in the following resolution: 

"They decided to hold joint meetings 
because they, as workers, have nothing 
to conceal from one another." 

These joint meetings are one of the 
means of strengthening unity of action. 

Another means of strengthening unity 
of action is the fusion of the lower or
ganizations of the two parties, on the 
basis of the conditions of the Marseilles 
Socialist congress. In many cases Social
ists and Communists have carried this 
through, for instance, in Saint-Vrain 
(Seine-et-Oise) in the Renault tank fac
tory (lssy-les Moulineaux), in Avesnes
le-Comte, etc. 

On April 21 the Communists and So
cialists of Lalinde (Dordogne) passed 

the following resolution at a joint meet. 
ing: 

"In view of the enormous danger 
which threatens the French people on the 
part of the conspirators, in view of the 
war aims of international fascism, in 
view of the fact that there is only one 
way of barricading the path of the 
enemies of the workers, namely, the 
creation of the unity of the working 
class, we unanimously resolve to form 
from today on a united organization and 
from now on to meet jointly as the or
ganization of the united party .... Mem
bership dues will continue to be paid to 
the present parties until the unity con
gress. Each new member will get a 
membership card of the united organiza
tion of Lalinde, valid up to the uniting 
of the two parties. One Communist and 
one Socialist are nominated as secre
taries. We resolve to organize a meeting 
in order to carry through on a canton 
scale what the lower organization has 
already carried through." 

The members of the Socialist and 
Communist Party organizations of St. 
Paul-le-Jeune (Ardeche), united in a 
joint meeting, made the following state
ment: 

"The driving necessity for the cre
ation of political unity, of unity, is an 
indispensable condition of life for the 
proletariat. They regret that the efforts 
made to create unity were inadequate, 
unity would have saved the retreat before 
capital: they censure those who put ob
stacles in the way of unity and thus 
become auxiliary troops of capitalism. 

"In order to hasten unity the necessity 
for which has become so compelling, they 
resolve to form an organization of the 
united party, individual members con
tinuing to belong to their previous par
ties. They express the desire that their 
examples should be followed. Just as the 
united trade unions were the predeces
sors of the C.G.T. so these organizations 
should be the forerunner of the united 
party." 

As we have already mentioned, the 
Socialist Party on June 29 rejected the 
proposals of the Communists to carry out 
united activity for Spain and for the 
celebration of the anniversary of the 
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united front. The reactionary bourgeois 
and fascists were jubilant. But once again 
Communist and Socialist workers have 
not failed to give a joint reply. The 
workers of Chalons-sur-Marne answered 
in a resolution: 

"On June 30, 1938, in Chalons-sur
Marne, in the hall of the Alsace brewery 
the following met: (1) Representatives 
of the Socialist Party; (2) Representa
tives of the Communist Party, Chalons
sur-Marne section. 

"In view of the events at home and 
abroad the two sections have come unani
mously to the conclusion that the pro
gram of the People's Front must be real
ized in full. They demand, above all, the 
raising of the blockade, which is mur
dering Republican Spain; old age pen
sions for old workers, so that work will 
be available for the young workers, in
crease of all salaries and wages; the 
creation of an agricultural relief fund; 
creation of a national strike fund. In 
order to realize this program, the carry
ing out of the financial program of the 
Popular Front--the rich must pay. 

"The two delegations state that the 
separation of the two great working 
class parties hinders the realization of 
this program and has favored the offen-

sive of reaction. They, therefore, unani
mously decide to form a united organ
ization of the working class in Chalons
sur-Marne. The working class in this 
way will attract to it still further sec
tions of the working people and on a 
national scale will make possible the 
creation of the united party of the 
French working class. 

"The two delegations insist that their 
central organizations immediately take 
up the work through the National Unity 
Committee. 

"For the local organization of the So
cialist Party (S.F.I.O.): Roger Denis, 
Draveny, Dlevaque, Pain, Waharte. 

"For the local organization of the 
Communist Party: Michel, Horny, Em
rot, Seurey, Robert." 

The Communist Party and with it the 
Socialist workers want unity; they prove 
that it is possible to attain it. There are 
some who still put obstacles in the way 
of unity. But nothing will hinder the 
creation of unity in time. The celebra
tion of the fourth anniversary of the 
signing of the pact means to work for 
the complete realization of the pact and 
for the creation of the unity of the two 
parties. 



In Unity Lies the Strength 
of the Spanish People 

BY ALBERT DUVAL 

THE third year of war in Spain has 
begun. Never were the efforts of the 

fJlseist invaders so strenuous as they 
have been during the last few months. 
Never has the cunning of their diplo
matic accomplices reached such a degree 
of activity as it did last month. 

"Never," said Dolores Ibarruri (Pa
sionaria) at the May Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Spain, "was the freedom and 
independence of Spain so directly and 
gravely threatened u at the present 
moment." 

The break through in the Eastern 
front and the amputation of Catalonia 
from the rest of Republican Spain was 
not only a military blow, she explained, 
and continued, in the course of the same 
speech, as follows: 

"Hitler needs the military occupation 
of Catalonia and of the Pyrenean areas 
in order to paralyze the French people 
and the French army, while Germany's 
own divisions prepare for the invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. 

"The chief objectives of the fascist 
offensive are a road to the Mediter
ranean and the occupation or surrender 
of Barcelona, capital of Catalonia and 
the present seat of the Republican ~ov
ernment. 

"The attack upon our country was pre
pared, not only with the knowledge, but 
also with the approval, of the British 
~overnment. Negotiations for the Anglo
Italian a~reement proceeded simultane
ously with the preparations for the Ara
gon offensive; the agreement was si~ed 
on March 15, after the invaders had 
occupied Alcanis and Caape. At the same 

date, pressure was exerted from Paris 
upon the Spanish government to ac
cept so-called mediation, which really 
amounted to nothing more than a pro
posal to surrender. And, on the same 
date also, the Italian airmen began their 
most terrible bombing of Barcelona, 
which lasted three days and which, the 
fascists hoped, would create panic and 
despair in the capital of the Republic, 
so as to force the Spanish government to 
surrender." 

In those March days the Spanish peo
ple discovered within themselves unsue
pected powers. Negrin transformed the 
government into a real people's govern
ment which included the two great trade 
union federations as well as all political 
parties. Negrin-who represented to the 
people the firm belief in victory-took 
over the ministry of war from Prieto. 
The ministry for foreign affairs was 
taken over by Alvarez del Vayo who had 
so courageously and skillfully repre
sented his country at the League meet
ings in Geneva. 

The mass volunteering of 100,000 men 
for the front and of another 50,000 for 
work on fortifications was carried out 
successfully, amidst tremendous enthu
siasm. The Communist Party of Spain, 
in this hour of peril, took its place in 
the front ranks of this mass mobilization. 

Such waa the reaponse of the Spanilb 
people, united behind its ~overnment, to 
the fasciat invasion and to the diplo
matic chicanery which waa supportilli' 
the invasion.· 

Since then time bas ahown that the 
fascists and their accomplices had 

'l6'l 
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miscalculated. Their hope that Fran
co's Moors and Mussolini's divisions
equipped with German and Italian arms 
and munitions-would decide the fate of 
the Spanish Republic was shattered. The 
pro-fascist clique among the British Con
servatives had yet one more defeat to 
acknowledge in their foreign policy. 

The war in Spain is not pursued on 
the front alone; there is not a corner 
of Republican Spain which is not ex
posed to bombing from the German and 
Italian planes, and the fascists are en
deavoring to break in at every point. 
Thanks to the "non-interventionist" pol
icy of their British confederates, the in
vaders are assured of the unrestricted 
introduction of arms and troops into the 
portion of Spain which they have occu
pied, and therefore of the superiority 
in armament and technical equipment. 
Yet, how often has this superior force 
been broken upon the iron resistance of 
the Spanish people! 

Catalonia is the most important indus
trial region of Spain, and Barcelona, its 
capital and also the present seat of the 
Republican government, Spain's chief in
dustrial center. One-third of Spain's in
dustrial proletariat is employed in the 
industries of Catalonia. Comorera, gen
eral secretary of the United Socialist 
Party of Catalonia, said at the recent 
Central Committee plenum: 

"Those who had never believed in our 
victory, and who therefore had never 
effectively worked to ensure it, began to 
show themselves on this occasion, and 
the people, with their vast parades on 
the streets, had to force them to with
draw again. The people realized, clearly 
and immediatley, that the chief cause of 
the military defeat was the poor direc
tion of the war and a false conception 
of military policy." 

Positively superhuman efforts were in
deed needed at this juncture, in order to 
organize the struggle and the resistance 
of the Spanish Republic, and to with
stand effectively the machinations of the 
invaders' allies. 

The provocateurs of Spanish and in
ternational fascism concentrated on Cat
alonia, directing their destructive ener-

gies upon the most sensitive aspects in 
the life of Catalonia. 

They strove to utilize the fact of the 
presence of the Republican government 
in Barcelona in order to fabricate an 
artificial antagonism between the Cata
lonian government, the Generalidad, and 
the Republican authorities. The fascist 
agents assumed various roles. Some of 
them sought to hinder harmonious co
operation between the two governments 
by engineering affronts to Catalonian 
national feeling, by endeavoring to bring 
up differences between Catalonians and 
Spaniards. 

Other provocateurs sought to stir up 
the Catalonian population against the 
Spanish army which was defending the 
cause of all Spain's independence upon 
Catalonian soil. It became urgently nec
essary to direct every energy to the task 
of exposing these efforts at undermining, 
and to remove from their spheres of 
activity not only the Trotskyite provoca
teurs of the P.O.U.M., but all other 
masked instigators of disunity. 

The Spanish people had learned from 
the experience of the struggles in As
turias and the Basque country. Since its 
invasion by the troops of Franco and 
the foreign fascists, the Basque country 
has been deprived of every form of inde
pendence, and the Basque people have 
again lost the right-for which they 
have in the past fought so hard-to use 
their mother tongue. Such also would 
have been the fate of Catalonia bad the 
advocates of capitulation gained the 
upper hand. 

It was for this reason that the Com
munist Party of Spain placed in the 
forefront of its attention the question of 
the relations between the Spanish and 
Catalonian peoples. 

"There can be no national unity which 
is not based upon fraternal relations be
tween Catalonia and Spain, the Cata
lonian people and the other peoples of 
the Iberian peninsula." 

The successful solution of the national 
problem of the Catalonian people, the 
successful conclusion to their centuries
Ion~ stru~i"le a~ainst Castilian oppres-
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sion, can be found only within the frame
work of the Spanish Republic. Any advo
cacy of separation from Spain can mean 
only immediate defeat, the loss of na
tional independence, an end to Catalo
nia's existence as a nation. 

The Catalonian working class, led by 
the United Socialist Party, had to toil 
mightily in order to repair neglect, make 
up for lost time, and get the country 
into the proper state of defense which 
the gravity of the circumstances de
manded. Such is the task which was 
accomplished by the newly reinforced 
government of Negrin, purged of all de
featist elements. 

Besides endeavoring to detach Cata
lonia both militarily and politically from 
Republican Spain, the fascists also tried 
to stimulate opposition to the govern
ment among the workers. Fascist agents 
sought to represent the "Thirteen 
Points"-in which Premier Negrin had 
condensed the program of the Spanish 
Republican government-as a retreat. 

But the Communist Party of Spain 
had its answer to this charge also: 

"The Spanish proletariat manifested 
extraordinary initiative and organiza
tional talent when it took over the fac
tories and set them working. But expe
rience has shown that the badly managed 
cooperatives evoked petty antagonisms 
and prevented the workers from perceiv
ing the common interest of their own 
class. Under the leadership of the state 
in a democratic regime, many of the 
existing conditions must be corrected and 
altered through the nationalization of 
one portion of industry, through the cen
tralization and coor<lination of another 
section, and, if necessary, also through 
the transference of a portion of industry 
into private hands-especially medium
sized and small factories and trading. 

"The Spanish working class is suffi
ciently developed ideologically and pol
itically to realize that its progressive and 
revolutionary task is now so transformed 
by circumstances that it must lead all 
other sections of society into the struggle 
for the independence of the country." 
(Dolores lbarruri.) 

This testimony to the Republic and to 
the "Thirteen Points" has still further 

reinforced the influence and repute of 
the Communist Party of Spain and 
has added greatly to the effective
ness of the program of the Spanish 
Republic. 

It was precisely this fact which in
duced the enemies of the Republic to 
endeavor to sow distrust of, and dissat
isfaction with, the Communist Party of 
Spain. 

Jose Diaz, who was prevented by sick
ness from attending the May Plenum of 
the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Spain has dealt, in his letter to 
the Plenum, in terms of complete candor, 
with these attacks on the Communist 
Party. 

"One of the weapons of the enemies 
of our people and of unity consists in 
sowing distrust, suspicion and even 
hatred of the Communist movement. 

"As the Communists are united with 
the masses and are the most consistent 
and steadfast fighters for freedom, inde
pendence and unity, any isloation of the 
Communists would mean a weakening of 
the whole front in the anti-fascist 
struggle." 

The Communist Party is the party of 
unity. It has adopted as its own the 
task of overcoming all antagonisms that 
may exist within the anti-fascist camp; 
for this reason the Party did not ac
cept any posts in the cabinet, in order 
to facilitate the entry of the two trade 
union federations into the government. 
Since the beginning of the war, the Com
munist Party has taken up a clear and 
unmistakable attitude in all questions 
connected with the defense of the Span
ish Republic. The Party places the ques
tion of the defense of national inde
pendence and of democracy above all 
others. 

Throughout Spain, and, in fact, 
throughout the world, are known the 
names of the Communists who have com
manded the Fifth Regiment, the first 
formation of the Spanish Republican 
People's Army. Lister, Modesto, "Camp
esino"-these, together with hundreds of 
other Spanish Communists, are known 
as officers of the People's Army. Led by 
their Party and side by side with those 
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officers of the old army who have re
mained loyal and with officers who be
long to other political organizations
they have contributed all their talent and 
their heroic courage to the up-building 
of the People's Army. The Communist 
Party of Spain has stood for a united 
command in all fields, at the front and 
at the rear; and has opposed every ten
dency to division. 

The Spanish Communist Party has not 
hesitated to employ the most drastic 
measures against any of its own mem
bers who may have failed in their obli
gations towards the Spanish Republic. 
It has called to account, with the fullest 
publicity, any members who have re
fused to 'take up their posts at the front. 
Unfortunately, their example in this 
matter is not followed by other parties 
in the Spanish Republic, not even by 
the Socialists. 

After the failure of the plan to cause 
Catalonia to desert the Spanish Republic, 
the British Conservatives and the reac
tionary press throughout the world de
liberately and crudely distorted a state
ment by the Spanish ambassador in Lon
don, in order by this means to repre
sent the Spanish Republic as the insti
gator of a new European war. Just a& 
Bismarck sought to justify the campaign 
against France in 1871 by the falsified 
Ems dispatches, so did the lie factories 
of London and Paris-obeying the orders 
of the most reactionary clique of the 
Br1tish Conservatives -propagate the 
conception that the Spanish government 
was about to convert the war in Spain 
into a conflict on a European scale. Ac
cording to the reactionary press, the 
Spanish government was about to bomb 
Italian cities. 

The object of this maneuver was trans
parent: to divert public attention from 
the barbaric crimes of the German and 
Italian aviator& and to represent the 
Spaniah government as an instigator of 
war. This large-scala poiaonin~ of 
10urcea of ne.wa in the interesta of the 
fascist aggressor~ was yet one more a.,_ 
tempt to isolate the Spanish Republic, 
and to whitewash the faacist interven
tion in Spain in the ayes of the world. 

But Dr. Juan Negrin, Spanish Prime 
Minister, in his great speech on the 
occasion of the anniversary of the fascist 
rebellion, made clear to the Spanish 
people, and to the peoples of the world, 
the true objectives of the Spanish democ
racy. His speech bears unmistakable tes
timony to the steadfast will to victory 
in the hard struggle which the Spanish 
people has been carrying on for over 
two years against the traitor generals 
and the foreign invaders. But the speech 
also testified just as clearly the Span
ish people's desire for peace. The Span
ish people and its government are op
posed to any surrender to the invaders 
precisely because they do desire peace 
and not a new war. The Spanish people 
do not wish to drag other people into 
war. In demanding that their own rights 
be recognized, in putting up a firm re
sistance to the aggressors, the Spanish 
people are fully convinced that the Halo
German invasion of Spain is a menace 
to the peace of Europe, and that the 
victory of the interventionists would 
mean aggression on France, the invasion 
of Czechoslovakia and the severance of 
Britain's lines of empire communication. 
In other words: war. 

The idea that a representative of the 
Spanish government could ever expre8s 
a desire for the extension of the war to 
other countries could emerge only from 
the perverted, cunning minds of the 
poison-propagandists of international re
action. As Prime Minister Negrin said: 

"We fight for a peace which will as
sure to Spain the opportunity to possess 
the economic, political and social system 
which the majority of the people may 
freely choose. 

"Independence means liberation from 
intervention, the refusal of any tutelage; 
independence means that those who toil 
may work their own land and not be the 
victim of foreign exploiters. Indepen
dence means a political and economic life 
directed and guided by Spaniarda for 
Spaniards." 

In the op:ln1on of the Spanish and the 
Catalonian governments, a world war 
would not be of any benefit whatever 
to the Spanish people. Spain would, in 
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fact, be the first victim of such a war. 
No, it is not a world catastrophe which 
the Spanish Republic seeks; it is a vic
tory through continual improvement in 
its unity and its means of defense. Re
publican Spain is the front-rank fighter 
for peace on an extraordinarily difficult 
sector of the world anti-war front. And 
every day which brings a strengthening 
of both front and rear in Republican 
Spain, which brings the strengthening of 
its army, its fortifications ·and it war 
industries, is an advance in the cause 
of peace. 

The world reactionaries' campaign of 
lies, conducted from London, brought to
gether the representatives of all parties 
and organizations in Spain. Clearly and 
distinctly, they expressed their uncondi
tional support of the Spanish Republic 
and its program. 

Of particular interest was the expres
sion of opinion by the Anarcho-Syndi
calists of the National Confederation of 
Labor (C.N.T.) on Premier Negrin's 
speech. Vasquez, the general secretary of 
the C.N.T., stated in the course of a 
radio address: 

"We must place everything at the 
service of the concrete objective: a vic
tory in the war. 

"We must keep the country behind the 
trenches united, not only by means of 
pacts and theoretical obligations, but also 
through the strict execution thereof. All 
anti-fascists must be united, in order to 
smash, like a granite block, all those who 
may seek to introduce discord or disloy
alty into our ranks." 

The accomplishment of this firm unity 

of the Spanish people has been no light 
task. It is the result of the bitter ex
perience and enormous losses of two ar
duous years of war. 

At least, the London rumor-maneuver 
has produced one result: the reinforce
ment, the closer drawing-together of the 
democratic forces of Spain, who placed 
before the whole world, with complete 
clarity, the significance of their struggle 
for peace. 

When the fascist hordes broke through 
to the Mediterranean shore, many people 
in other countries believed that the hours 
of the Spanish Republic were numbered. 
But-as in other critical periods of the 
war-the Spanish people discovered 
within itself a strength against which 
Italian and German war technique is 
shattered. In both sections of Republican 
Spain the people stand firmly behind 
their government. Sympathy for the 
legitimate government of Spain grows 
in the same measure as does hatred for 
the German and Italian fascist invaders. 

The securest support for the Repub
lican government of Spain is represented 
by the Communist Party, the Party 
which has understood-from the very 
beginning of the war-that the objective 
of winning the war of liberation must 
be placed above everything else and has 
put its forces unreservedly at the dis
posal of the democratic cause. The Com
munist ·Party of Spain stands in the 
forefront of the struggle for a free 
democratic Spain. It is a loyal founder 
and member of the People's Front; it is 
the party of unity and of the victory ef 
the Spanish people. 



Comrade Dr. Walter Strub 

FOLLOWING the death of Comrade 
Dr. Welti, the Communist Party of 

Switzerland has lost another of its 
founders through the death of Comrade 
Dr. Walter Strub. Comrade Strub died 
on July 7, 1938, at the age of 56. Thirty
three years of his lifetime had been de
voted to tireless service in the cause 
of socialism. The son of a schoolmaster 
who had been a member of the Gri.itli 
Party, Comrade Strub was early asso
ciated with the working class movement, 
and in 1905, as a young student, he 
joined the Social-Democratic Party in 
Basel. 

In 1910 he founded there the first So
cialist Youth organization. After the 
war he took part with the supporters of 
the Third International in the foundation 
of the Communist Party of Switzerland. 
Comrade Strub held important positions 
of trust in the labor movement. From 
1914 to 1923 he was a member of the 
parliament of the canton of Basel. From 
1908 to 1909 he was president of the 
Basel trade unions, and for many years 
central president of the Socialist Absti
nence League of Switzerland. 

Since 1910 Comrade Strub was fac
tory inspector for the town of Basel. 
This position, in which he had the backing 
of the high degree of organization he 
had helped to create among the work
ers and of the influence of their trade 
unions, was a very unusual one for a 
Communist to hold. Comrade Strub's ac
tivity as factory inspector reminds one 
of the high value which Marx attached 
to the work of the factory inspectors in 
England and Scotland, whose reports he 
considered to be some of the most sig
nificant and important documents for the 
study of the capitalist method of produc
tion, making use of them in his own 
work. 

As a Communist, trained in the eco
nomic theories of Marx, Strub in his 
position of factory inspector made use 
of his Marxist knowledge, his thorough 
scientific and legal training, and his 
great talent as politician in the field of 
social legislation to render outstanding 
service to the working class of Basel. 

In the 28 years of his activity as fac
tory i-nspector, he drafted 150 laws and 
regulations in matters of social legisla
tion; he helped to improve the laws re
garding protection of workers; he took 
the first steps which resulted in the 
introduction of a law providing a com
pulsory day of rest and limiting the 
hours of work; through the laws relating 
to holidays and to the training and social 
welfare of apprentices he considerably 
improved the conditions of the working 
class of Basel and especially of the youth. 
The progressive social legislation of the 
town of Basel was due in a great meas
ure to the initiative of Comrade Strub. 
He checked up on the spot, both in large 
factories and in small workshops, to see 
whether the regulations were being ob
served, and paid particular attention to 
the conditions of work and training of 
the apprentices. In time Strub became 
a personality known to the whole town. 
In the course of his activities in the field 
of social legislation and welfare he gave 
advice and direct help to thousands. 

From his activity on behalf of the ex
ploited and impoverished, from his inti
mate association with the working class 
whose needs and demands inspired his 
work, Comrade Strub, a scientist and 
civil servant, drew strength and faith in 
the power of the working class and the 
final victory of the revolutionary move
ment. Attacks from the side of reaction 
had no effect on his loyalty to the Com
munist Party. 

77.11 



COMRADE DR. WALTER STRUB 773 

Temporarily victimized in 1923, spied 
upon by the police of a reactionary gov
ernment, threatened with dismissal from 
the civil service, he saw his course of 
action perfectly clear: to stand up for 
the rights which had been won by earlier 
Swiss fighters for liberty, to demand as 
a Swiss unrestricted freedom of action 
in accordance with his convictions and 
unrestricted freedom of association with 
all who shared these convictions. He set 
an example to many Swiss of how to 
carry on the fight at the present time. 

Strub helped towards achieving unity 
among the Basel workers, whose united 
action some years ago brought about the 
fall of the reactionary Ludwig govern
ment and the election of a government 
with a Social-Democratic majority in the 
canton of Basel. Comrade Strub's politi
cal activity won for him a reputation 
far beyond the ranks of the Party and 
of the working class movement. Dele
gated in the spring of this year as Com
munist representative to the Basel par
liament, he was elected vice-president of 
the Basel Grand Council. 

Comrade Strub's activity was many
side<!. He engaged in scientific work in 
the field of meteorology, was active in 
the fight on the cultural front and 
worked for the industrial development of 
the town. Living all his life at Riehen, 

just outside Basel and within a few min
utes of the German frontier, he under
stood the necessity of organizing the de
fense against the danger of fascism and 
the fight for the national independence 
of his country. All his actions were in
spired by true internationalism. 

After fascism had come to power in 
Germany, he organized the relief for the 
German emigrants. Two years ago, after 
the revolt of the fascist generals in 
Spain, he hastened to Barcelona, and 
when he returned to Switzerland de
voted himself to organizing solidarity 
with Republican Spain. Only a week be
fore his death he spoke at a great dem
onstration for the people of Spain and 
China. 

Having been brought into the socialist 
working class movement by the effect of 
the Russian Revolution of 1905, he was 
filled with enthusiasm by the fights and 
victories of the Russian proletariat. So
cialist construction in the U.S.S.R. was 
a part of his own life, and he was tire
less in defending and making propa
ganda for the Soviet Union. 

The working class of Basel has lost a 
true son, a helper and adviser of the 
people. The Communist Party of Switzer
land and the Communist International 
joins it in mourning a good fighter. 



The Elections in the Soviet Union 

BY FRANZ LANG 

ON JUNE 12, 24, and 26, Russians 
and Ukrainians, Kirghiz and Turk

menians, Armenians and Georgians, 
Uzbeks and Tadjiks, all inhabitants of 
the vast Soviet country elected the high
organs of their republics, after having 
elected, with tremendous unity, the Su
preme Soviet of the whole Soviet Union 
on December 12 of last year. 

The elections were magnificent demon
strations of the unity, firmness, and 
brotherly alliance of the peoples of the 
Soviet Union. On the sixth part of the 
globe Communists and non-Party people 
-workers, peasants, and intellectuals, 
young and old, men and women-march
ed in a front of unity, in an iron bloc, 
smelted into one unit, into one whole. 
The one-sixth part of the world voted 
unanimously for socialism, which is al
ready its daily life, for communism, for 
the realization of which it is working 
day and night, for peace, hourly threat
ened by fascist bloodhounds, for the 
glorious Bolshevik Party and its leader, 
Comrade Stalin. It was a peace demon
stration of peculiar, mighty impressive
ness. It was a real triumphal procession 
of the invincible teachings of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, Stalin. 

In no country of the world are such 
elections possible outside the land of 
socialil!lm. 

THE DISUNITY OF THE PEOPLES IN THE 

CAPITALIST WORLD 

When elections are held in the capital
il!lt, democratic countries, one realizes 
how di11united, split up among them
selves, the peoples are as a result of the 
rule of monopoly capital. It cannot be 
otherwise. 

All the riches of the country, all 
treasures above and below ground are 
in the hands of a few. Coal and iron, 
oil and cotton, wheat and water
power, mines and banks-all the com
manding positions of economy are 
requisitioned by a handful of financial 
magnates and owners of heavy industry. 
The state is their executive organ
police, gendarmes and army, the courts 
and the press, the cinema and literature 
with few exceptions are at their service. 
This all-power of monopoly capitalism 
finds its most terrible expression in fas
cism which drives the people into its to
talitarian chains, binds them as with iron 
rivets and leaves them no space in which 
to breathe freely. 

Under these conditions public life in 
capitalist countries must be dominated 
by a fight of all against all, sometimes 
open, sometimes hidden. A confusing 
number of parties, groups and organiza
tions stand opposed to one another, are 
at rivalry with one another, express at 
times clearly, but usually in a distorted 
way, the different economic, social and 
political interests of the different classes 
and sections of the population. And 
monopoly capital understands how to 
smuggle its agents and camouflaged 
spokesmen into the parties and organ
izations of the masses. 

The overwhelming majority of the 
peasants often do not notice at all that 
their trade organizations are under the 
influence of big landlords of the clan of 
finance capital, and village bourgeoisie. 
The small manufacturer often does not 
realize that the leadership of his organ
ization is dictated to by bank capital. 
In working class organizations them-

'174 
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selves there creep in the vassals of 
capital who subordinate the interests 
of the exploited to the demands and de
sires of the exploiters. 

Under such circumstances in the capi
talist world can there be any talk of a 
political unity of the peoples? Clearly 
not! Contradictions, antagonisms, con
flicts, open or latent tension dominate 
life. The interests of one group come 
into collision with those of the other. 
The smallest question of public interest 
-laying a new railway line, building of 
sanatoria, establishment of taxation 
frontiers, filling of this or that post, 
raising or lowering the price of electric 
light, increase or reduction of this or 
that duty-drives a wedge between the 
representatives ·of different interests. 

The peoples are split and rent. De
mands oppose demands, desires oppose 
desires and wills oppose wills. In many 
cases the momentary interests, often only 
the imaginary interests of this or the 
other professional group, conflict with 
their fundamental interests. This calls 
forth wrangles and disputes, enmity and 
fighting and is utilized by the big sharks 
to their advantage. 

How is the elector in the ca9italist 
countries, before whom many parties and 
candidates present themselves under dif
ferent disguises, able to come to a deci
sion in full and true freedom? 

"Universal elections," said Comrade 
Stalin in his speech on December 11, 
1937, "proceed and take place also in 
some capitalist countries, in so-called 
democratic ones. But in what conditions 
do the elections proceed there? In con
ditions of class conflicts, in conditions of 
class enmity, in conditions of pressure on 
the electors, on the part of capitalists, 
landlords, bankers, and other sharks of 
capitalism. Such elections, even though 
universal, equal, secret and direct, can
not be called entirely free and entirely 
democratic elections."* 

Every candidate who presents himself 
to the masses of the electors in the capi-

*"Stalin Speaks to His Electors," in 
The Communist International, p. 4, Jan
uary, 1938. 

talist countries deelares that he is their 
friend, that he wishes to fulfill their 
demands and desires, to speak out in 
their interests. In appearance the elector 
is free to decide for this or that program, 
for this or that candidate. In fact 
he is under the continuous pressure of 
the sharks of capitalism who have at 
their disposal the wireless, the press, 
economic and political means of power 
of all kinds. Bound with a thousand in
visible threads to capitalist society, the 
elector often has not the possibility of 
finding his way amid the undergrowth 
of promises, of imagined interests and 
momentary needs, so that he often does 
not trust his real friend to look after 
his ·interests, but his worst enemy. 

On the basis of the contradiction be
tween the interests of the people and the 
domination of monopoly capital arise the 
favorable conditions for the formation of 
the widest People's Front of all the 
robbed, all those whose existence is 
threatened, all who strive for peace and 
freedom. But the final salvation, the final 
union of the people can only come when 
the exploitation of man by man is abol
ished and socialism is constructed. Till 
then there can be no talk of complete 
moral and political unity of the people 
in any capitalist country. 

Least of all have the fascist dictator
ships in Germany and Italy morally and 
politically unified the people. True, in 
these countries there is only one party, 
the fascist. All organizations are sub
ordinated to the fascists, led, controlled 
and taken in hand by them. But thereby 
only the outward and visible sign of di
vision, as expressed in the variety of 
the parties, is removed. The division con
tinues, is even accentuated, it fills every
one with suspicion and mistrust and 
from time to time leads to gigantic ex
plosions. 

What thinking man can believe that 
the worker!! with joyful hearts agree to 
the prohibition of wage increase!!, the 
robbery of their right to move freely, 
the destruction of their organizations, 
the growing provocation in the factories, 
the ill-usage and the knavery, the muz
zling and the slavery? A rain of gold 
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and profit pours down on the armament 
kings and poison gas manufacturers, 
Krupp, Thyssen, the heads of the Dye 
Trust, the nouveau riche National-So
cialist Raffer and Schieber, who gather 
up huge bundles of shares of large in
dustrial concerns, properties and picture 
collections. The people starve and are 
glad if they can pick up twenty grams 
of butter. The peasants groan under the 
burden of taxes, under the chicanery of 
forced labor and the eternal begging and 
saving, the expense and uncertainty of 
existence. Small manufacturing firms are 
being closed by tens of thousands. The 
unity of the people will not be estab
lished by fascism but in the fight against 
fascism. 

Is there a "united nation" under the 
conditions of fascism? Fascism has not 
even succeeded in uniting the bour
geoisie. 

"Fascism undertakes to overcome the 
disharmonies and antagonisms within 
the bourgeois camp, but it makes these 
antagonisms even more acute," as Com
rade Dimitroff stated in his report to 
the Seventh Congress of the Communist 
International.* 

Fascism, through violence, through 
brutal terror, through its enormous 
parasitical state and party apparatus, 
which sucks the marrow from the bones 
of the people, may be able temporarily, 
by treachery and demagogy, to hold 
back the open rebellion of the masses and 
to imitate the peace of the graveyard. 
But the real, happy, acknowledged unity 
of the people supported by the masses, 
fascism cannot create, not to speak of 
forming it into a lasting social structure. 

THE MORAL AND POLITICAL UNITY OF THE 

PEOPLES OF THE SOVIET UNION 

The political and moral unity of the 
people, the unity of interests of the peo
ples and their government, of their 
party and their leadership has been 
established and consolidated only in the 
great Soviet country as the June elec
tions have shown once again. 

• The United FTont, p. 26, Interna
tional Publishers, New York. 

On what basis could this unity arise 
and become established? The answer is 
given in Article 6 of the Stalin Con
stitution: 

"The land, mineral deposits, waters, 
forests, mills, factories, mines, railways, 
water and air transport, banks, means 
of communication, large state-organized 
agricultural enterprises such as state 
farms (sovkhoz) , machine and tractor 
stations and the like, as well as munic
ipal enterprises and the principal dwell
ing house properties in the cities and 
industrial localities, are state property, 
that is, the property of the whole 
people."* 

A single sentence of a few lines; 
therein the dream of generations has 
become reality. That for which the best 
of mankind has shed its blood, hungered 
and made sacrifices, for which they have 
been cast into prisons and dungeons and 
hanged on the gallows has here come 
to life. What Socialist, what revolution
ary worker, what honest man who car
ries deep in his heart the longing for a 
finer world, without being able to give it 
a local habitation and a name, can read 
this sentence without his heart beating 
high? 

Man is no longer the serf of any kind 
of usurper, his labor power is no longer 
a commodity for which one can exchange 
scarce a bare existence while Krupp, 
Montecatini, Volpi, Mitsui, de Wendel 
and Morgan become enriched. The sale 
of labor, of the whole of life, the "dance 
around the Golden Calf," privation, 
misery, poverty, negligence, habitual 
degradation have ceased. The decline of 
society, the break up of the family, the 
dispersal of all customs and morality, 
the degradation of man, in short all the 
signs of the decline of the decaying capi
talist society have departed. The leap 
from the kingdom of necessity to the 
kingdom of freedom has been accom
plished. 

"Our factories and mills," said Com
rade Stalin in the above-mentioned 
speech, "work without capitalists. The 

* Constitution of the U.S.S.R., p. 10, 
International Publishers, New York. 
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work is directed by men of the people. 
This is what we call socialism in prac
tice. On our fields, the toilers of the 
land work without landlords, without 
kulaks. The work is directed by men of 
the people. This is what we call social
ism in everyday life, this is what we call 
a free socialist life."* 

On this basis, on the basis of free, 
socialist companionship, the moral and 
political unity of the peoples, of the 
nations, of society no longer touched by 
class antagonisms, is established, welded 
and reinforced. 

SOCIALIST DDMOCRACY 

Old fogies who see no future before 
them, with no belief in a better future 
for mankind, importantly ask the ques
tion: "Why are there no other parties, 
no second candidates in the Soviet elec
tions?" 

In the countries where capitalism rules 
the parties are the expression and the 
necessary result of the fact that society 
is full of class struggles, class enmity, 
contradictions and antagonisms. These 
facts are not changed in the slightest 
when fascism dissolves all other parties 
and creates a monopoly. The antagonisms 
of the classes remain, for their cause, 
the exploitation of man by man, re
mains. The party of fascist monopoly 
is completely at the service of the finance 
barons. That is why the Communists, the 
revolutionary workers, defend not only 
the working class parties but also the 
parties and organizations of the peas
antry, artisans, tenants, small shop
keepers, the masses of working Catho
lics and Protestants against prohibition, 
uniformization (gleichshaltung) and 
the subordination of these parties to the 
open dictatorship of monopoly capital. 

However inadequate these parties and 
organizations may be in defending the 
needs of the working people, their pro
hibition or gleichshaltung would hand 
over the masses of the people, lock, stock 
and barrel, to the brutal, unlimited 

* Stalin Speaks to His Electors," 
The Communist International, p. 4, Jan
uary, 1938. 

violence of the finance oligarchy. Where 
capitalism rules, it is to the first inter
ests of the masses of the people that the 
working people unitedly defend their 
different parties and organizations and 
see to it that they maintain the demo
cratic right to put up their own candi
dates, publish their own press, formu
late their own demands. 

It is otherwise in the land of social
ism. Here power is exclusively in the 
hands of the working class and peasan
try. The revolutionary working class, the 
hegemon of the country, has no interest 
in oppressing other working people, 
keeping them down or imposing on them. 
On the contrary, they give them the 
most active support and help them 
steadily to advance. The outward and 
visible sign of the complete identity of 
interests and demands of socialism with 
those of the workers, peasants, women, 
youth, intellectuals, the nationalities ris
ing to a new life, is the Party of the 
Bolsheviks. The Party organized and led 
the heroic fight against Tsarism, it or
ganized the heroic struggle against the 
imperialist war ( 1914-18), it led and 
organized the Great Socialist October 
Revolution, the transfer of the land to 
the peasantry, the industrialization of 
the country, the collectivization of agri
culture, the carrying through of the 
Five-Year Plans, the creation of a 
powerful army of peace, the Red Work
ers' and Peasants' Army. It has united 
the masses of the great Soviet people. 

The existence of a second or third 
party could only serve the purpose of 
undermining the unity of the people, 
of restricting the mustering of all forces 
for the achievement of the great aim, 
the construction of communist society. 

As a matter of fact, where is there one 
party whose program is more progres
sive than that of the Party of the Bol
sheviks? What party program corre
sponds more to the interests of the en
tire people than that of the Bolsheviks? 
In the twenty years since the victory of 
the October Revolution the masses in the 
capitalist world have seen different 
parties-bourgeois democrats, Social
Democratic majority and minority gov-
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ernments, coalition governments-in 
power. But in no country, with the ex
ception of the Soviet Union, in this 
period has the poverty of the people
unemployment, periodic crises-been re
moved. In no country can the masses 
say that they are masters of the riches 
of their country, the masters of their 
own fate. Only in the Soviet Union 
where the Bolshevik Party leads the 
masses, are the people the master of all 
the treasures of the country, is every
thing done exclusively in their interests 
and not in the interests of a handful of 
bankers, masters of heavy industry and 
big landlords. 

What better program could a second 
party put out? In whose interests would 
such a party act, in the final analysis? 
The masses have already experienced a 
Menshevik government in Georgia. What 
was the result, what was the content of 
its policy? The oil of Georgia was sup
plied to England, the land did not belong 
to the peasants, the capitalists dictated 
in the factories, trade was dominated by 
speculators. The oppression of the 
masses took on such a form that the 
masses rose against this government and 
chased out the Mensheviks togeth~r with 
the capitalists, the foreign imperialists 
and all exploiters. 

For what other platform than that of 
the Soviet government and the Bolshevik 
Party could and would a second candi
date fight? Let us take it that he came 
out for a slower industrialization of the 
country. Where would such a policy 
lead to? Only to the weakening of the 
country, to a dangerous lagging behind, 
to economic dependence on capitalism 
abroad, i.e., in the final analysis to a 
position which would favor and further 
the restoration of capitalism. A second 
candidate might perhaps be for a slow
ing down of collectivization or for a par
tial dissolution of the collective farms. 
Where would such a policy lead? Only to 
the splitting up of agriculture, to the 
creation of a village bourgeoisie, to the 
destruction of the relation between town 
and country, and finally to the restora
tion of capitalism. 

Perhaps the "critics" might think that 

the second candidate could be in favor 
of handling "softly" the agents of for
eign powers, "propagandists" of fascism, 
Trotskyite-Bukharinite spies and watch
dogs of fascism. But where would such 
a policy lead? To the formation of an 
open center of conspiracy as we have 
experienced in Spain, where Hitler and 
Mussolini were able to arm their Franco, 
where Mola, Sanjurjo and the others 
could prepare their putsch under cover 
of the republic, or to a threat to the 
people as in France where the Doriots, 
the La Rocques, the Hooded Men can 
forge their plot in all freedom against 
the republic, the people, the home 
country. 

Let them show us a second party of 
which it could be said that its program, 
its platform, its policy are more pro
gressive, are more in line with the de
mands of the masses of the people than 
the program, the platform, the policy of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union! There is no such party! The best 
proof of this is the f:::.ct that where the 
Bolsheviks lead the masses, capitalism 
is overthrown and socialism built up, but 
where other parties lead the way, capi
talism rules, wages fall, prices rise, 
poverty grows, the war danger advances 
and fascism is on the war path. 

Why a second party? Who will gain 
by it? Not socialist society, but those 
forces which are striving to re-establish 
capitalism. 

If the big bourgeoisie of the capitalist 
world attacks and forbids Social-Democ
racy, peasant parties, parties of the mid
dle classes, it does this not because these 
parties only inadequately defend the in
terests of the masses, but because they 
defend these interests at all. On this 
score the masses carry on the fight 
against the prohibition of these parties. 

In the capitalist countries the attack 
on these parties, the demand for their 
suppression, is one of the forms of the 
attack of capital on the standard of liv
ing of the masses. Therefore it is the 
duty of democracy to carry on the sharp
est fight against it. The demand for the 
admission of second and third parties in 
the land of socialism is nothin~r but a 
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link in the chain of the attack of the 
most reactionary circles of finance capi
tal on the Soviet Union. For all that is 
healthy, confident in the future, class 
conscious and devoted to the cause of 
socialism follows the Party which or
ganizes the building up of socialism. A 
second party would only be a breach 
through which all the enemies of the new 
world, all enemies of socialism, could 
break in. Neither the peoples of the 
Soviet Union nor the working class and 
working people of the capitalist coun
tries have any desire for such parties as 
would not lead to the more rapid ad
vance of socialism but check its con
struction. 

Or let us take it that the second can
didate was one of those demagogues 
whom Comrade Dimitroff referred to in 
his speech to the electors of the town of 
Kostroma on December 8, 1937: 

"The leader of a [Bulgarian-F.L.] 
democratic party was traveling around 
from village to village, delivering dema
gogic speeches. In one village he said to 
the peasants: 'If you vote for us, for our 
party, for my candidature, we shall 
build you a bridge.' Said the peasants 
in amazement: 'But we have no river; 
why do we need a bridge when there is 
no river in the village?' 

"The democratic leader replied, with
out turning a hair: 'Well then, we shall 
supply you with a river as well.' "* 

Of course the construction of social
ism, particularly in the midst of a capi
talist environment, comes up against dif
ficulties. A demagogue would fasten on 
to these difficulties and use them for his 
own purposes. Do the Soviet peoples 
need demagogic worthies of this stamp 
who will promise the moon to get 
elected? Their cheap promises will not 
further and speed up construction but 
hinder it. They would be nothing but the 
spokesmen and pathfinders for all pos
sible hostile elements. 

In 1932 when in Germany election fol
lowed on election a fascist newspaper 

• "Dimitroff Speaks to His Electors," 
The Communist International, p. 7, Jan
uary, 1938. 

won the votes of peasants with the 
promise that the "meadows will grow 
the greener and the cows give more 
milk" if Hitler comes to power. 

Meanwhile Hitler has become the ruler 
of Germany. Since then in the Third 
Reich milk and butter have become more 
rare, and there is a surplus of guns and 
bombs with which towns and villages of 
Spain have already been turned into a 
wilderness of corpses. We have not heard 
that the meadows have become the 
greener, but it is known that the 
best sons of the working class, the revo
lutionary peasantry and the intellectuals 
are being done to death. Should socialist 
democracy permit such a fascist party? 
The peoples of the Soviet Union have 
no urge for such second parties or sec
ond candidates. 

Socialist democracy does not consist in 
bringing forward many parties which 
are only a manifestation of the conflict 
of interests of the most different classes, 
but in calling the people to rule, to man
age the country so that it becomes lord 
and master of its deeds with free choice. 

In contrast to the division in capital
ist society, socialist democracy presents 
the unity of the people. Only those who 
consider capitalism "eternal" also con
sider democracy to be eternal in that 
form which it has necessarily taken in 
capitalist society. Only those who con
sider capitalism "eternal" cannot 
imagine a new, higher form, the socialist, 
which embodies the unity of the people. 

Firmly welded into a unity, gathered 
together around their government, their 
party and its leadership, the working 
people, in the most complete freedom, 
decide in public meetings the candida
tures of the most trustworthy, the best 
of the best of those who have worked 
well for the people and for society, and 
vote for them, determinedly and unani
mously without any material or moral 
pressure whatever. 

BLOC OF COMMUNISTS AND 

NON-PARTY PEOPLE 

The political and moral unity of the 
people, the development of national cul
ture, the transformation of a country, 
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backward industrially, into a first-class 
industrial country, the collectivization of 
agriculture and its reorganization on a 
completely new, socialist, basis have not 
been achieved on their own, spontaneous
ly, solely on the basis of the abolition of 
the exploitation of man by man. The con
struction of socialism, and at that in a 
surrounding world which is capitalist 
and hostile to socialist society, is no 
idyll. It must be achieved amidst the 
most severe struggles at home and 
abroad, and has to overcome all manner 
of obstacles and hindrances. In order to 
do this deed the working people must 
have an advance guard which is 
equipped with an accurate compass, with 
a tremendous reservoir of theoretical, 
political and revolutionary experience 
and utterly devoted to the cause of the 
people; which is free from all panic and 
fears, pliant as a reed and hard as 
granite, sensitive to the needs of the 
people but never succumbing to moods 
of back-sliding. The peoples of the So
viet Union had and have such a leader
ship in their Bolshevik Party. They have 
in Lenin and Stalin leaders who, without 
wavering, without becoming giddy, take 
each step into the new country unerring 
and unfaltering. 

The advance guard would lose itself 
in the wide spaces, would become a sect, 
a bloodless "order," if it were not firmly 
bound together with the vast masses of 
the people. The masses without the ad
vance guard would be an army without 
officers, the advance guard without the 
masses, generals without an army. Only 
the fusion of the two makes the people 
capable of doing and fighting. Only the 
fusion of the two consolidates the vic
tory, prepares the ground for new vic
tories. The bloc of Communists and non
Party people is that granite foundation 
on which the glorious building of social
ism is raised. 

"The Bolshevik Party," it says in the 
Appeal of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 
connection with the elections of Decem
ber 12, 1937, "does not segregate itself 
from non-Party people, but on the con
trary, enters the elections in a bloc, in 

an alliance with non-Party people, in a 
bloc with trade unions of workers and 
office employees, with Young Communist 
Leagues and other organizati0ns and as
sociations of non-Party people." 

This bloc, in the elections of December 
12, 1937, and in the June elections of this 
year won a tremendous victory. To the 
question of the Central Committee: 
"Have the electors any grounds for vot
ing for candidates of the Bolshevik 
Party?" "Does the Bolshevik Party de
serve the confidence of the people on 
which it reckons in the forthcoming elec
tion?" the tens of nations in the Soviet 
Union, the tens upon tens of millions of 
Soviet electors answered with one voice: 
Yes! They have grounds for voting for 
the candidates of the Bolshevik Party! 
Yes, the Party of the Bolsheviks has 
earned the trust of the people. The ad
vance guard and the masses stood and 
stand together, march, fight and win 
hand in hand. Masses and advance guard 
are welded into a unity. 

In his speech on December 8, 1937, 
Comrade Molotov spoke as follows on the 
bloc of Communists and non-Party 
people: 

"There are two million Communists 
and half a million sympathizers in our 
Party. But there will be over ninety 
million voters in the elections to the 
Supreme Soviet. Communists, as we see, 
constitute only a small part of the entire 
mass of electors but their strength lies 
in the fact that they are the vanguard of 
the people .... And so it is our desire 
that the two million Communists march 
harmoniously together with these ninety 
million voters to the election to the Su
preme Soviet .... In the elections to the 
Supreme Soviet, a united people's front 
must come into being in our own Soviet 
way, a united people's front of unprece
dented power and significance." 

The peoples of the Soviet Union, on 
December 12, last year, as in the elec
tions of June this year, went to the elec
tions in a bloc and were victorious on 
both occasions. 

Can any other party point to such a 
victory, to such a vote of confidence on 
the part of tens upon tens of millions? 
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Only the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union and its leader, Comrade Stalin, en
joy such trust. For in them the nation
alities of the land of socialism see the 
stronghold of their victories, of. their un
ceasing advance, of their final triumph 
over all enemies. 

The venal press of the capitalist coun
tries, including such papers which call 
themselves "democratic" and apparently 
approve of democracy only when it guar
antees unlimited freedom and fat posts to 
the' sworn enemies of democracy, cannot 
conceal their fury at the victory of the 
bloc of Communists and non-Party peo
ple, at the magnificent demonstration 
of the firm unity of the people. 
Clearly these people hoped that in the 
elections the Trotskyite-Bukharinite dogs 
of fascism would succeed in winning 
some "positions" or other, that they 
would succeed in penetrating through 
some rift into the front of the unity of 
the Soviet peoples so as to undermine 
them from within. The vigilance of the 
Communist Party in alliance with the 
non-Party Bolsheviks brought their 
plans and hopes to nought. 

In the same way some Social-Demo
cratic opponents of the Soviet Union 
croaked in chorus that the elections were 
not "proper" elections, they were only a 
"Stalin cult." Communists and revolu
tionary workers make no attempt to con
ceal that they acknowledge Stalin, not 
from any kind of "cult" but from well
founded conviction. They acknowledge 
Stalin, who has covered the works of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin with new glory. 
They acknowledge Stalin, who allows 
nothing in his path to mislead him, 
under whose clear leadership socialism 
has been brought from the sphere of 
books into the sphere of reality. They 
acknowledge Stalin, who has united revo
lutionary theory and practice, whose 
heart beats for the people, who is flesh 
and blood of the working class and all 
working people, whose steel will has 
mastered all difficulties, whose untiring 
energy spurs everyone on, whose fire and 
enthusiasm lend wings to all. 

Should the revolutionary workers see 
their model in Citrine perhaps, the 

"knight" of the English bourgeoisie, who 
opposes the unity of the working class so 
as not to lose the confidence of the capi
talists? Or in Wels and Scheidemann 
who for years before Hitler took power 
rejected all the proposals of the Com
munist Party of Germany and its leader 
Ernst Thaelmann and in the end brought 
it so far that the worst barbarism is 
raging in Germany? Or in Cabellero, 
whose fateful policy cost heroic Spain 
untold sacrifices? Or in Leon Blum, 
whose policy of "non-intervention" has 
brought the Spanish Republic and there
by the independence of France into 
danger? 

The Communists acknowledge Stalin, 
the leader of the only Party up till now 
which has led to the victory of the work
ing class and of the people. 

Together with the peoples of the So
viet Union millions upon millions of the 
working people of the whole world 
acknowledge the bloc of Communists and 
non-Party people, the steeled people's 
front against fascism and war, for peace, 
for the freeing of mankind from the yoke 
of the exploiter. 

• • • 
The peoples of the Soviet Union have 

won a victory such as has never before 
been known. Ukrainians and Armenians, 
Georgians and Kirghiz, Azerbaidja
nians and White Russians, Turkmenians 
and Kazakhs, the Russian Soviet Federa
tive Socialist Republics and the Soviet 
Socialist Republic as well as the Tadjik 
Soviet Socialist Republic acknowledged 
unanimously the bloc of Communists and 
non-Party people. A wave of political 
activity drew in fresh millions. Hundreds 
and hundreds of new capable young peo
ple are daily rising to the height of so
cialist achievements. The youth are 
surging forward, conquering the air, 
discovering the Arctic, winning the high
est internationa,l prizes and making 
themselves felt in all spheres of life. The 
Red Workers' and Peasants' Army de
fends peace with a firm hand. Socialist 
industry grows stronger and stronger, 
socialist agriculture ensures the people 
bread in plenty. The friendship and fra-
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ternal kinship of the many nationalities 
of the Soviet Union are becoming deeper. 
The "united people's front in our own 
Soviet way" is marching with firm step 
to victory after victory. 

These victories strengthen the inteina
tional working class, all working people, 
all true friends of peace and all honest 
democrats. The fundamental cause of all 
working mankind is harvesting success 
after success in the Soviet Union. No in
solence of force on the part of the fas
cists, no yelping of their Trotskyite-

Bukharinite stooges, no groaning on the 

part of the reactionary organs of the 
press, no false pathos of soft-hearted 
democrats will be able to prevent the 
masses in the capitalist world from 
learning the truth, from getting to know 
the significance of the victory of the 
unity of the people in the Soviet Union. 
The June elections demonstrate the 
strength of unity, the peoples will hear 
its voice and therefrom draw fresh cour
age and certainty for their struggles. 

Women and Society 

By V. I. LENIN 

A collection of historic speeches by Lenin on the role of women in the revolutionary 

movement. With an introduction by the great educator and champion of the op-

pressed women in alllands-N. Krupskaya. 82 pages, price 10 cents 



Peace and the Colonial Question 

MANIFESTO OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 

THE COLONIAL QUESTION IS TODAY THE 

CENTER OF THE WORLD SITUATION AND 

THE DRIVE TO WAR 

HITLER demands colonies as essential 
for Nazi Germany, and threatens a 

world explosion if he cannot get them. 
Mussolini goes to war to conquer Ethio
pia, and prepares the further extension 
of the Italian empire in Africa. Japan 
goes to war to annex Manchuria and to 
extend its d.omination in China. 

The demand of the fascist powers for 
colonies, for a new division of the world 
(Goebbels at the Nuremberg Congress 
on April 17) is the driving force of their 
aggressive warmaking policies. 

What should be the attitude of the 
peace movement to this demand of the 
fascist powers for colonies? It is clear 
that this question is vital for the whole 
future of war or peace. Yet there are 
big divisions in the peace movement on 
this question. It is obviously of extreme 
importance that these issues should be 
cleared and a united policy reached for 
peace. 

Inside the labor and peace movements 
there are tendencies which favor conces
sions to the fascist powers in the colo
nial field. They regard the demand of the 
fascist powers for colonies as "not un
reasonable" owing to their relative infe
riority in this field, or as economically 
justified. It is evident that it is only a 
l!tep from this to regard their a~gression 
as consequently justified. Thus a dan~er
oua opening is here created, owini' to con
fusion on this issue, for fascist propa
i'anda and penetration to make its way 
into the labor and peace movements. It 

is therefore vitally important for the 
issues involved to be cleared. 

The argument of those who favor colo
nial concessions to the fascist powers 
cover the following main grounds: 

1. The existing distribution of colonies 
is regarded as "unjust" since Hitler has 
none, and the fascist powers in general 
are the powers which have come oft' worse 
in the scramble for colonies. A more 
"equitable" distribution is in consequence 
advocated as a step to world harmony 
and removal of the causes of war. 

2. The Versailles Treaty, which de
prived Germany of colonies, is recog
nized as a victors' treaty of spoliation, 
which cannot be defended on grounds of 
justice. 

3. The claims of highly industrialized 
and crowded countries to colonies as out
lets for surplus population and sources of 
raw materials are regarded as economic
ally justified. 

4. Concessions to the fascist powers in 
the colonial field are advocated as a 
method of appeasing their demands, and 
therefore making for peace. 

It will be noted that the above argu
ments all treat the colonies as territories 
or spoils to be allocated among the im
perialist powers as their natural rulers, 
and take no account of the colonial peo
ples. But it is evident that no democrat 
has the right to assume the subjection 
of the colonial peoples without ceasing 
to be a democrat; for the labor and peace 
movements the wishes of the colonial peo
ples and their right to determine their 
own destiny must come first and be the 
real i'OVerni~ principle. 

783 
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An attempt is made to meet this dif
ficulty by the proposal, not that colonies 
should be directly handed over to fascist 
powers, but that all colonies should be 
brought under an "International Man
date System" under the League of N a
tions, and that the fascist powers should 
enjoy equality with the other imperialist 
powers in the advantages of this method 
of exploitation. 

Two questions here need to be taken 
separately: 

1. Should the peace movement support 
the handing over of colonial peoples to 
the fascist powers? 

2. What should be the policy of the 
peace movement in relation to the colo
nial peoples? Would an International 
Mandate System be a step forward in the 
interest of the colonial peoples? 

The answer to the first question should 
be definitely negative. 

The peace movement should not sup
port the handing over of any colonial 
peoples to the fascist powers, either di
rectly or indirectly, for joint exploitation 
through some "international" system. 

1. The peace movement cannot support 
the violent subjection and domination of 
any people without betraying its own 
principles. The entire peace movement 
supported the Ethiopian people in their 
opposition to Italian aggression. But ev
ery colonial people is in fact a victim of 
violent aggression and conquest. To sup
port the colonial system is to become the 
partners of imperialism, and to support 
the rights of warlike aggression and con
quest. 

2. There can be no "just" or "harmo
nious" division of colonies among the im
perialist powers. Each successive divi
sion corresponds only to the relation of 
forces at a given time. Germany's claim 
to colonies was not considered until Ger
many became a military power. Small 
countries with intense economic difficul
ties or overcrowding are not considered 
candidates for colonies, because they are 
not powers. To follow "justice" here is to 
follow an illusion. Because the relations 
of force are constantly changing, each 
successive division gives rise to a new 
dissatisfaction. 

3. The Versailles Treaty was a typical 
victor imperialist treaty, like the Brest
Litovsk Treaty of German imperialism. 
But the wrongs of Versailles will not be 
put right by handing over peoples to the 
tender mercies of fascist dictatorships, 
or equipping fascism with new resources 
for war. Two wrongs do not make a 
right. On the contrary, this is to prepare 
the war for a counter-Versailles, as 
vicious and with similar results. These 
wrongs can only be liquidated by the 
democratic and socialist advance of the 
peoples. 

4. The supposed economic "need" of 
colonies is not the need of the peoples, 
but of the big finance-capitalist groups, 
which require additional populations to 
exploit and starve for the super-profits 
of colonial exploitation. The conquest of 
Ethiopia has solved not a single economic 
problem of the Italian people--their hun
ger, unemployment and misery-but has 
only brought them added burdens of the 
most ruinous kind. The solution of the 
economic problems of the fascist coun
tries, as in all imperialist countries, is 
the ending of private monopoly's exploit
ation of the people and the organization 
of social production for use. 

5. The granting of colonial concessions 
to the fascist powers would not even be 
a step of temporary appeasement toward 
peace, but would, on the contrary, hasten 
the advance to war. The appetite grows 
with eating .. No sooner had Japan an
nexed Manchuria than it advanced into 
the rest of China. No sooner had Italy 
annexed Ethiopia than it began the at
tack on Spain. Each colonial gain would 
strengthen the war resources of the fas
cist powers, give them additional raw 
materials for war, colonial peoples to 
conscript, and strategic bases. This is the 
most important immediate argument why 
in the interests of peace the strongest 
stand is necessary against any conces
sion to the fascist powers in the colo
nial field. 

This does not mean that the peace 
movement should uphold or defend Brit
ish imperialism against the fascist pow
ers. But it would be no solution to the 
evils of British imperialism to hand over 
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the colonial peoples to the fascist dom
ination. On the contrary, the character of 
fascist domination, as shown in their own 
countries, as shown by Italy in Ethiopia, 
or Japan in China, or by Nazi colonial 
doctrine, would mean the destruction of 
even the limited rights and possibilities 
of independent organization that have 
been precariously won !:y the colonial 
peoples within the British Empire. 

The policy of the peace movement in 
relation to the colonies should be a posi
tive policy of support and friendship for 
the colonial peoples, as a powerful factor 
in the struggle for peace. This brings us 
to the second question. 

The peace movement should regard the 
colonial peoples and their national lib
eration movements as allies in the strug
gle for peace. 

When the Ethiopian people carried on 
their heroic fight against Italian aggres
sion, it was evident that they were de
fending the cause of the peoples and of 
peace all over the world against aggres
sion. So, too, the recent resolution of the 
Indian National Congress in support of 
a cooperative world order and collective 
security. 

Every advance of the colonial people 
toward their freedom strengthens the 
front of the peoples all over the world, 
and weakens imperialism, the cause of 
war. 

Would the proposal of an International 
Mandate System represent a step in ad
vance for the colonial peoples? 

In order to answer this question it is 
necessary to examine the character of 
the mandate system. 

In the first place it should be clearly 
understood that the territories at present 
under mandate rule were divided up in 
the old imperialist manner. The German 
and Turkish colonies were handed over 
unconditionally to the major allied pow
ers-who agreed among themselves that 
they would divide them substantially in 
accordance with what each had con
quered. 

These territories were divided among 
the victorious powers without any con
sultation with the League at any time. 

The mandates were framed by the 

powers which had taken over the terri
tories, and this action was later endorsed 
by the League. The mandatories thus un
dertook solemn obligations-to fulfill on 
behalf of the League. 

But these obligations do not give the 
League any say in the territorial sove
reignty of these territories or their dis
position. 

German's surrender was outright. The 
division among the Allies was also out
right and intended to be permanent. This 
was understood by the League. The 
League merely sanctified the Versailles 
victors' spoils. 

The idea that these territories in some 
way belong to the League, held in trust 
or held subject to the good behavior of 
the mandate power, has no foundation in 
fact. 

Islands in the Pacific taken over by 
Japan under mandate still remain under 
Japanese rule although .Japan is no 
longer a member of the League. These 
islands are fortified-this being against 
the principles expressed in the clauses 
of the Covenant covering mandates. 

We can give many examples of oppres
sion in mandated territories: the massa
cre of the Bondelzwarts, a hunting tribe, 
in 1922 by the government of South Af
rica; the slaughter of the .T ebel Druses 
and the bombardment of Damascus by 
the French government in 1924; the 
bombing of the people of Iraq by the 
British government in 1924, and the 
shooting down of religious processions of 
Samoan people by the New Zealand gov
ernment in 1929. There is at the same 
time denial of democratic rights, no 
freedom of speech or organization, rule 
by ordinance. Exceedingly long hours of 
labor are enforced, and miserably low 
wages paid throughout the countries un
der mandate rule. 

There is a Permanent Mandates Com
sion of powers which do not possess 
mandates. Complaints may be made to 
this permanent commission by the native 
people of oppression and misrule, but this 
can only be done through the mandatory 
power. Thus there is very little chance of 
a complaint ever reaching the commis
sion and even so the Parmanent Man-
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dates Commission can have no say in the 
territorial sovereignty of their countries. 

Never had the native people been able 
to obtain any redress for their com
plaints. Thus the mandatory system is no 
improvement on the old imperialist sys
tem. 

It is sometimes argued that the manda
tory system, despite shortcomings, may 
provide a stepping stone toward self
government, and the examples of Iraq 
and Syria are cited to prove this. But in 
fact it was not the mandate which pre
pared the way for the Anglo-Iraq and 
Franco-Syrian treaties. In each, case it 
was the revolt of the people which made 
the mandate unworkable and compelled 
the alternative arrangement for contin
uing control while conceding a formal 
independence. 

An alternative proposition is put for
ward by those who see the weaknesses 
and shortcomings of the present mandate 
system, that is, to institute a new sys
tem; to bring all colonies under interna
tional control of the Lea~:ue of Nations, 
vesting complete authority in a new in
ternational mandate system. It is thought 
that (1) in this way something could be 
achieved in respect of improving the con
ditions of the colonial people and re
moving oppression, while (2) on the 
other hand tariff barriers would be re
moved and industrial capitalist countrie11 
would have an equal opportunity to sell 
their goods, to obtain raw materials and 
compete freely with one another in colo
nial markets, thus removing certain al
leged existing restrictions. 

We believe that this proposition of a 
single international authority controllinll 
all colonies is, in fact, illusory, because it 
fails to take into account the rivalries of 
the imperialist . powers; but if it were 
practicable, it would be reactionary in 
its effects. 

So far from mitigating imperialist rule 
over the colonies, it would actually 
strengthen imperialist control by uniting 
the strength of all the imperialist powera 
in relation to each colonial people. It 
would have. the effect of removing fur
fher the possibilities of a popular agita
tion throullh the parliaments of imperial-

ist democratic countries, and make more 
difficult the support which could be ren
dered to the colonial peoples from work
ing class and other organizations. 

The second point equally ignores the 
realities of imperialism or monopoly cap
italism. To ask the monopoly capitalist 
groupings to forego their monopolies and 
establish freedom of trade is to ask the 
river to flow upstream. Any attempt at 
legal or diplomatic agreements of such 
a character would be in practice circum
vented by the working of monopoly capi
talism. In place of the proposal of the 
international mandate system, which 
would only arouse the intense opposition 
of the colonial peoples, the aim of the 
peace movement should be to find ways 
and means to draw closer to the colonial 
peoples in order to strengthen the com
mon struggle for peace. 

The drawing nearer to the labor and 
peace movements of the national libera
tion organizations, such as the Indian 
National Congress, means a strengthen
ing of the whole world peace movement. 

The labor and peace movements on 
their side should equally fight for the ex
tension of democratic rights in the col
onies. Whatever the differences of view
point on the question of colonial inde
pendence, it should be possible for all 
sections to reach agreement on a mini
mum charter of rights of colonial peo
ples. This charter of rights should 
become one of the principal planks ac
cepted by the peace movement, and we 
should endeavor to ensure that it becomes 
an integral part of any People's Front 
program and of the program of a Peo
ple's Front government. 

Such a charter of rights would include: 
1. Adult universal suffrage. 
2. Compulsory free universal education. 
3. Freedom of speech, press, and or

&'anization. 
4. Full rights of trade union and peas

ant or&'anization, and a minimum level of 
labor and social le&'islation. 

5. Repeal of poll tax laws and rule by 
ordinance or aimilar extraordinary meas
urea. 

If theae principles should become ac
ceptable to the wide peace movement theD 

• 
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the peoples of the colonial countries could 
be relied on to give the fullest support to 
the League of Nations and collective se
curity; to the struggle against fascist 
aggression, and in defense of world peace. 
Such a policy in relation to the C()lonial 
peoples would strengthen the peace forces 
()f the world. In the British Empire alone 
there are 400,000,000 people who because 

of the policy of imperialist rule are not 
consciously drawn into the system of col
lective security. 

Draw these people in on the basis of 
recognizing their rights, and collective 
security will not only be strengthened, 
but powl:!r to prevent various parts of 
the world becoming a prey to predatory 
powers will equally be strengthened. 

In Praise of Learning 
By JOSEPH STALIN and V. M. MOLOTOV 

Two recent speeches delivered by Stalin and Molotov at a reception in the 
Kremlin in honor of Soviet scientists and members of university and college 
staffs. The differences in the aims,. work and lives of scientists in the Soviet 

Union and those of the capitalist countries are clearly portrayed by Stalin 
and Molotov. Price 5 cents 



Summary of Event~ 

THE war in Spain has been intensified 
by fresh provocation by the inter

vening powers and by fresh concessions 
by the governments of the Western 
European democracies. The continual 
raids of Italian and German airmen on 
Barcelona and other Spanish towns have 
moved the governments of Western 
Europe only to meaningless expressions 
of regret. But when the Spanish govern
ment declared that it would in future 
reply to mass-murder from the air with 
effective counter-raids, the reactionary 
press of Europe, led by the Times, 
launched a frenzied campaign. 

The Chamberlain gang and their 
French accomplices spread the lie that, 
by bombing Italian towns, the Spanish 
government wanted to evoke a general 
European war. Thus encouraged, the 
German and Italian interventionists 
cynically made clear that the Island of 
Mallorca (Majorca) was to be regarded 
as their own property. Despite the fact 
that France is placed in jeopardy by the 
interventionists and by their puppets in 
Spain, the French government has now 
hermetically sealed the Pyrenean fron
tier. Deladier and Bonnet have followed 
Chamberlain's lead. Even before the 
Commissioners of the Non-Intervention 
Committee have packed their bags to go 
and discover whether there are interven
tionists in Spain at all, and how many, 
the Spanish government is to be ob
structed and frustrated by the mechan
ism of non-intervention in all its at
empts to buy arms. 

In France this policy is confronted 
with the growing opposition of the mass 
of the people, who have shown them
selves in matters of national security 
more far-sighted than the statesmen. 
Leon Blum had to give voice in the 
Populaire to the srowing uneasiness of 

the French people. He did, indeed, try 
yet again to Justify the policy of non
intervention, initiated when he was in 
office. But he had to come to the con
clusion that, in closing the Pyrenees, the 
French government threw away the 
trump card with which it might have 
forced the withdrawal of the interven
ing troops. 

Meanwhile the Chamberlain govern
ment is looking for the best way of 
adapting its pro-fascist policy to the 
new situation without too severe a loss 
of prestige. The Anglo-Italian agreement 
dealing with the recognition of the con
quest of Ethiopia, the settlement of 
the Mediterranean question and the 
recognition of Franco as a belligerent 
was supposed to come into force 
only when Italian troops and airmen 
had left Spain. This clause has con
stantly been cited by Chamberlain and 
Halifax as an alibi for their pact with 
M ussolini. They allowed themselves to 
be led on by their hopes that this clause 
would be nullified by the quick defeat of 
the Spanish Republic. But they miscal
culated, and hence the present frenzied 
search for a formula which will allow 
the Anglo-Italian agreement to come into 
force before Mussolini has taken a 
single step to withdraw his troops from 
Spain. 

Meanwhile an agreement about the 
withdrawal of genuine and mock volun
teers has indeed been put on paper, but 
this the fascist Italian press has already 
declared its intention of ignoring. As 
always, while the mill of non-interven
tion was clattering at its loudest, Mus
soHni sent further troops and war ma
terial to Spain. But neither this, nor the 
moves of the Western European govern
ments for a so-called armistice have 
shaken the determination of the Spanish 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS 789 

people to emerge victorious. Juan Negrin 
has returned from his journey to Madrid 
and the Levant, has raised the fighting 
spirit of the Republicans in these areas 
and at the same time initiated vigorous 
measures against saboteurs and traitors 
who further Franco's cause in Catalonia 
by spreading panic, by intriguing 
against the government and by encour
aging separatism. 

In England, meanwhile, even in Con
servative circles opposition has been 
growing to the Spanish policy of the 
Chamberlain government, which, more 
than any other government, is respon
sible for the democratic states of West
ern Europe leaving Spanish democracy 
in the lurch. The sinking of a series of 
British merchant ships by the aircraft 
of the intervening powers, and the 
slaughter of many English seamen have 
deeply stirred the English people. Labor 
leaders, Liberals and even prominent 
Conservatives have come out against the 
encouragement given to the fascist 
pirates by the inactivity of the Chamber
lain government. 

Lord Cecil, the conservative peace 
champion, in the House of Lords, and 
the Duchess of Atholl, in the House of 
Commons, have declared that in the 
future they will no longer feel them
selves bound by the policy of the Con
servative Party. Shipowners' and sea
men's organizations have denounced 
Chamberlain's policy with vigor. But 
Chamberlain clings obstinately to his re
actionary policy, censured by the Lib
eral politician Lloyd George, who ac
cused him of subordinating the interests 
of the British people to his personal 
prestige, which was linked with the 
Anglo-Italian agreement. 

Franco has produced his disgraceful 
plan to keep one tiny harbor on the 
Spanish coast open for merchant ship
ping, while all other harbors of Re
publican Spain would be blockaded by in
discriminate sinking of shipping by his 
aircraft. The Chamberlain government 
has not yet dared to accept this sugges
tion, because it would mean the partici
pation of Britain in the blockade of 
Republican Spain, and would therefore 

excite further protests from the British 
people. 

The Chamberlain government received 
a further blow in the Sandys affair. 
Sandys, Conservative Member of Parlia
ment, had information about grave de
ficiencies in the English Air Raid Pre
cautions. In order to force him to dis
close the source of his information, the 
Secretary of State for War, in collabora
tion with Chamberlain, attempted to 
make Sandys appear in Court, a pro
ceeding contrary to all privileges and 
traditions of the British Parliament. 
Sandys is, incidentally, son-in-law of 
Churchill, the Conservative M.P., who 
harasses the government with attacks 
on Chamberlain's foreign policy. 

Here we have the first atempt to 
muzzle those who criticize Chamberlain's 
policy; pact-making with Musso1ini and 
Hitler is, we understand, best done in 
the dark. Chamberlain was forced to 
abandon this first attempt to silence the 
opposition. Whether the blows which 
the prestige of his government has re
ceived in the last few months will lead 
to a change in the Parliamentary major
ity at the next General Election depends 
above all on the policy of the Labor 
Party. Even during the Sandys affair, 
the Labor Party could not bring itself to 
take the initiative in gathering together 
all the available opposition forces. 

In France the disastrous Spanish policy 
of the Daladier government has brought 
about further activity on the part of 
working class organizations whose object 
is to oppose the aggressors by means of 
the independent action of the people. 
The C.G.T. has set up a commission to 
propose practical measures for a mass 
boycott of raw materials to prevent the 
fascist aggressors from carrying on their 
war in Spain. The French Railwaymen's 
Union has reached a similar decision, 
and 9,000 dockers at Marseilles have 
told the French government that if the 
Spanish-French frontier is not very soon 
reopened to imports to Spain they will 
refuse to load and unload ships of the 
fascist powers. Comrade Peri wrote in 
this connection: 
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"The cowards in office have sabotaged 
collective security. The working people 
are determined to defend peace even 
against them, and to aave democracy 
even from them." 

The retreat of the French government 
in the Spanish question had its domestic 
complement in the release of the Cagou
lards (the Hooded Men). This measure, 
too, has aroused protests from a wide 
circle in the People's Front, extending 
far into the Radical-Socialist Party. 
Pivert's Trotskyist group has been 
heavily defeated in an election at Lilas. 
Out of a total of 3,692, they received 
only 126 votes. 

The trade unions have had to face the 
intensified attacks of the owners .. By dis
ciplinary action against the organized 
workers, the owners are trying to weak
en the trade union solidarity of the 
working class, and thus prepare the 
ground for a bigger offensive. The C.G.T. 
has called for united resistance by the 
working class. In the working class 
press it has moreover been shown that 
in their struggle against the achieve
ments of the People's Front the big 
French industrialists would not stop 
short of large-scale sabotage of the 
armament industry. These people de
mand the abolition of the 40-hour week, 
on the grounds that there are too few 
skilled workers: at the same time they 
leave skilled workers idle and lay off 
labor. 

The Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis is prepar
ing new war plans. The world economic 
crisis has intensified the war-madness of 
the dictators. Although for the time 
being Wall Street once more suggests 
that there is some signs of industrial re
vival in America, over Europe the 
shadow of the crisis has lengthened. In 
England there are now half a million 
more unemployed than there were last 
summer, and it is expected that this 
winter more than two million workers in 
England will be without work. 

The faked statistica of the fascist dic
tatorships do not permit the formation 
of any objectin estimate of the effect so 
far of the crisis o• l;ermany a:ad lt.a4'. 

But the alarm sounded in the German 
press over the fall in exports demon
strates that Hitler Germany is not iso
lated from the crisis. In the Volkischer 
Beobachter, Nonnenbruch pointed to the 
grave dangers which threaten even the 
autarchy of the totalitarian states. Gen
eral Thomas, a leader of the German 
war-economy, has emphasized the impor
tance of a strong bond with the economic 
system of the rest of the world. These 
are reliable indications that the Nazis 
feel that their system, based on substi
tutes and synthetic products, is unsafe. 

In Austria, German fascism seems to 
have bitt,~n off more than it can chew. 
In Vienna the scandals of corruption and 
dismissal continue. The Austrian Nazi 
leaders feel that they have been cheated 
of their booty by the Prussians. The 
people protest more and more strongly 
against the blessings of the Hitler sys
tem. Austria was obviously intended to 
be the gateway through which the Ger
man war-economy would have access to 
the raw materials of Southeast Europe 
and the near East. But here again the 
last few weeks have had their disap
pointments for the German fascists. The 
first disappointment was the large 
credits granted by England to Turkey, 
followed closely by the agreement be
tween Turkey and France, solving the 
Sanjak question and binding both par
ties to make no move of aggression 
against the other. 

The German press seemed particular
ly troubled by the strengthening of the 
British foothold in the Balkan market. 
It was afraid that the Balkan states, es
pecially Rumania, would give a more 
prominent place in their economic systems 
to trade with England. Rumania's de
pendence on Hitler Germany, which 
owed her large sums for foodstuffs and 
raw materials, had previously forced her 
to give preference to German manufac
tured goods and German war materials. 
The threat of its plans for economic 
hegemony in Southeastern Europe forced 
German monopoly capital to insist even 
more strongly that a new gateway to the 
Southeast be opened, that is to say, by 
the crushing of Czechoslovakia. 



~UMMARY OF EVENTS 71)1 

In Italy, the fascists have reduced the 
quality of the people's bread. The con
sequent unrest among the Italian people 
has forced the bureaucracy to give some 
concessions. The reports in the commer
cial papers of Western Europe of the 
coming bad harvest in Italy, of Italy's 
lack of foreign exchange, and of Mus
soHni's need for loans have roused the 
Italian fascist press to hysterical retorts 
that Italy cannot be lured with credits. 
Nevertheless, in his most recent speech, 
Mussolini had to admit to the peasants 
that the harvest equaled that of last 
year only in quality. 

The greater the economic difficulties of 
the fascist dictatorships, the greater 
their struggle to hide them behind an 
aggressive foreign policy. Pariani, chief 
of the Italian General Staff, has been to 
Berlin to work out with his German col
leagues the details of the new offensive. 
At the same time, the General Staff talks 
in Berlin led to further intensification of 
intervention in Spain. In the light of 
past experience, Mussolini is on safe 
ground in thinking that the financiers of 
the City of London will give him credits, 
even if he does not carry out the condi
tions of the Anglo-Italian agreement. 
The agreement between the British gov
ernment and Nazi Germany shows all too 
clearly that the group now ruling Eng
land will spare no effort to shield the fas
cist dictatorships from the most serious 
consequences of their financial and indus
trial mismanagement. 

Hitler has not yet got over his diplo
matic defeat in May, when he had to 
abandon his attack on Czechoslovakia. 
He wants to be quite certain of his 
Italian accomplices before he makes an
other attempt. The Nazi press denounces 
out of hand as unacceptable all solutions 
of the problems of national minorities 
emanating from Czechoslovakia. Hen
lein pays one visit after another to 
Hitler. The imminent publication of the 
Czechoslovakian government's proposals 
for the solution of the nationalities prob
lem will be the critical moment. 

The Nazi press is increasingly worried 
about the successful conclusion of axis
partner Japan's war in China. Even the 

Japanese presa itself admits that Japan 
is running' a risk of pouring her last 
economic reserves into the bottomless pit 
of war. The reduction in imports of raw 
material for the Japanese textile indus
try has led inevitably to a fall in the 
production of textiles, Japan's chief 
commodity for export. The Japanese peo
ple is being forced constantly to reduce 
its consumption of industrial products 
and food. The Japanese government 
knows that all the efforts it has hitherto 
made in China have failed to achieve a 
result and that the end of the war is by 
no means in sight. It has forced the 
puppet governments of Peking and Nan
king to make a declaration in favor of a 
Japanese peace, hoping in this way to 
rouse the Chinese people against Chiang 
Kai-shek. But they have only succeded 
in showing 1;he press of the whole world 
the uncertainty which seems to have 
overcome the Japanese military leaders. 

At the same time, Japanese agencies 
spread baseless stories of tension and 
antagonisms inside the camp of the 
Chinese people. To this Chiang Kai-shek 
replied in his speech to the national po
litical council when he spoke of the firm 
will of the Chinese people to fight and 
emphasized the strong bonds joining the 
Kuomintang and the Communist Party 
of China. The representatives of the 
Communist Party in the council of~the 
Chinese people proclaimed that the 
Chinese people, one and united, would 
face the Japanese aggressors and gain 
the victory. 

The Japanese adventure in China oc
casioned a considerable strengthening of 
the United States navy. Japanese papers 
are already considering the possibility of 
Japan being confronted in a few years' 
time with increased American naval in
fluence in Chinese waters. The war in 
the Far East has done much to demon
strate to the American people the un
tenability of the so-called isolationist 
policy. 

The elections to Congress will be held 
in the autumn. They will show whether 
the growing desire of the American peo
ple for an active peace policy by the 
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United States will in the future find 
concrete expression. President Roosevelt 
in a speech declared his faith in democ
racy, and attacked in strong terms the 
medieval barbarism of the fascist states. 
In home affairs, the President is deter
mined, as he has said in his speeches, to 
take an active part in the coming elec
tions to Congress, and to produce a di-

vision between the forces of conservatism 
and progress. He announced a regroup
ing in the political life of America, which 
is to surmount the barriers of the old 
political parties. Evidently Roosevelt is 
determined to attack those reactionary 
elements in his own party which in the 
past have wrecked so many of his re
forms. 

A BASIC STUDY OF THE NEGRO QUESTION 

Negro I ... iheration 
BY JAMES S. ALLEN 

NEGRO LIBERATION concretely proves the correctness of the 
Communist policy regarding the struggle for equal rights and self-deter
mination for the Negro people. 

This splendid treatise has been revised and enlarged in line with the 
important changes and new developments which have taken place in the 
United States in recent years. It provides a basic study of the Negro 
people's struggle for equal rights and their role in the growing democratic 
front for jobs, security, democracy and peace. Price 5 cents 
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