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The bourgeoisie is holding the working
class in subjection, not only by means of
violence but also by the most refined de-
ception. The school, the church, parlia-
ment, art, literature, the daily press —
all of them represent powerful means of
deceiving the working masses, and of
imbuing the proletariat with the ideas
of the bourgeoisie.

One of the bourgeois ideas, which the
ruling classes have succeeded in inculca-
ting among the working masses, is the
idea of trade union neutrality, that is, the
idea of the non - political and non - party
character of the trade - unions.

For the last decades of modern histo-
ry, and especially after the close of the
imperialist war, the trade-unions through-
out Europe and in America have be-
come the largest proletarian organisa-
tions, in some countries embracing the
entire working class.

The bourgeoisie is fully aware that the
near future of the capitalist system de-
pends on the extent to which the trade
unions are going to free themselves from
bourgeois influences. Hence, the frantic
efforts of the bourgeoisie and their myrmi-
dons, the social-democrats throughout the
world, to keep the trade unions at any
price in the thraldom of bourgeois so-
cial-democratic ideas.

The bourgeoisie cannot very well invi-
te the trade unions quite openly to support
the bourgeois parties. ‘It is, therefore,
urging them not to support any party,
the revolutionary communist party inclu-

~. ded, but in reality the bourgeoisie means

that the trade-unions must not support
the party advocating communism.

The doctrine of neutrality (or of the
non-political and non-party character of
the trade-unions) is not of recent growth.
For decades this bourgeois idea has been

inculcated in the trade-unions of Great
Britain, Germany, America and other
countries by the representatives of the
priestridden Christian trade unions, as
well as by the leaders of the bourgeois
Hirsch-Duncher trade-unios, the leaders
of the pacific, old British trade-unions,
the representatives of the so-called free
trade-unions of Germany and by many
representatives of syndicalism. Legien,
Gompers, Jouhaux, Sidney Webb have
been preaching neutrality to the trade-
unions for decades. But in reality the
trade-unions have never been and could
never be neutral. Not only is neutrality
harmful to the trade-unions, it cannot po-
sitively be maintained. In the struggle
between capital and labour no mass orga-
nisation of workers can remain neutral.
Consequently, it is impossible for the tra-
de-unions to remain neutral in their re-
lations to the bourgeois parties and to
the party of the proletariat. This the
leaders of the bourgeoisie know full well.
But just as it is imperative for the bour-
geoisie that the masses should believe in
the after life it is imperative for them
that the trade unions should maintain
neutrality with regard to politics and
with regard to the workmen's Commu-
nist Party, trade-unions non-political, non-
party. ) For the exploitation of and the
mastery—over the workers the beurgeoi-
sie ‘needs not only the priest, the poli-
ceman and the general, gut also the tra-
de-union bureaucrats, the ,leaders*“ who
preach to the workers neutrality and non-
participation in political struggles.

The falacy of the neutrality idea had
become more and more apparent to the
advanced proletariat of Europe and Ame-
rica even before the imperialist war. This
falacy became stillmore apparent as the
class contrasts became more acute. When
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by the well-known Thomas, who is at the
same time president of the Second Inter-
national and ene of the best known
leaders of the Amsterdam Yellow Trade
Union Association). The decrease of the
wages, the organised plunderin%rof the
German workers for the sins of Wilhelm
and the German Imperialists etc. Noske
and Hoersing, Albert Thomas and Jou-
heaux, Thomas and Wissel, Bauer and
Robert Schmidt — they are all leaders
of the Amsterdam International Trade
Union Association, they all manage to
roclaim at the same breath the neutra-
ity of the trade unions in the political
struggle and at the same time act as
ministers of the bourgeois government.

At the present moment the Amsterdam
International Trade Union Association
represents the chief support of the Inter-
national Capital. Whoever does not fully
understand the necessity of the fight
against the wrong idea of non-political
and non-party character of the Trade
Unions cannot fight successfully against
this capitalist fortress. In order to decide
upon the most efficient fighting methods
to be used against the yeﬁow Amsterdam
International it will be necessarry to
<clearly and definitly ascertain the mutual
relations between the Communist Party
and the trade unions of each country.

IIL

The Communist Party is the vanguard
of the proletariat, that clearly recognized
the ways and means to be used for the
liberation of the proletariat from the
capitalist yoke and consciously accepted
the Communist program.

The Trade Unions represent mass orga-
nisation of the proletariat which develops
into organisations uniting all the workers
of a given branch of industry; they in-
clude not only the conscious communists
but also the medium and backward ranks
of the proletariat, who through the les-
sons taught by their life’s experience
are gradually educated to understand
communism. The part played by the
trade associations before the power is
secured by the proletariat is different
in many respects from the part it plays
while this power is being secured and
after this has deen done. But throughout

the different periods the trade unions
represent a wider organisation, uniting a
greater mass of people than the party
and the relations between the party and
the unions must be the same as between
the centre and the periBhery. Prior to
the securing of power the truly proleta-
rian trade unions have to organize the
workers principally on an economic basis
to fight for the improvements that can
be obtained before capitalism is comple-
tely defeated. Their principal object how-
ever must be the organisation of the
proletarian mass fight against capitalism
and for the proletarian revolution.

During this revolution the truly revo-
lutionary trade unions conjointly with the
party organize the masses for the imme-
diate attack on the forts of capitalism
and undertake the laying of a foundation
for a social revolution.

After the power has been secured by
the proletariat the trade unions concen-
trate the greatest part of their activity
to the organisation of the economic con-
ditions on a socialist basis.

During all these three phases of the
campaign, the trade unios must support
the proletarian vanguard, the communist
party, which takes the lead throughout
the proletarian fight.

In order to achieve this end the com-
munists together with sympathising ele-
ments must organize communist fractions
within the trade unions, which must be
completely under the control of the Com-
munist party.

The tactics adopted by the Il Congress
of the Communist Internationalin regard
to the formation of communist fractions
in every trade union proved to be fully
up to the mark during the course &f last
year and have given good results in
Germany, England, France, Italy and a
number of other countries. The grinciples
of the Communist Interpational respec-
ting the participation of communists in
the trade union movement must not be
influenced by the circumstance that con-
siderable numbers of politically inex-
perienced workers, have lately left the
free social democratic trade unions not
expecting to have any direct advantage
from tne membership in the same (as
has lately been the case in Germany). It
isthe of the communists to explain



to the proletarians, that they will not
find salvation in leaving the old trade
unions before creating new ones, as this
will only turn the proletariat into a dis-
connected mob; they must be told that
it is necessary to revolutionize the trade
unions, to expel the spirit of reformism
together with the treacherous reformist
leaders and thus convert the trade unions
into a real support of the revolutionary
proletariat.

IV.

These considerations will define the
mutual relations to be established between
the Communist International on the one
hand, and the International Council of
Trade Unions, on the other.

The task of the Communist Interna-
tional is not only to direct the political
struggle of the proletariat in the narrow
sense of the word, but to guide its entire
struggle for liberation, whatever form it
may acquire. The Communist Internasional
must be not only the arithmetical total
of the central organisations of the Com-
munist Parties of different countries. The
Communist International must stimulate
and coordinate the work throughout class
struggle of all proletarian organisations,
the purely political organisations, trade
unions, the Soviet and cultural organisa-
tions, etc. .

Quite unlike the Yellow International,
the International Council of Trade Unions
will in no wise adopt the point of view
of non-partyism or neutrality. Any orga-
nisation which would wish to remain
peutral with regard to the Second, the
“two and a half’, and the Third Interna-
tional} would unavoidably become a pawn
in the hands of the bourgeoisie. The

rogram of action of the International

ouncil of the Reed Trade Unions which the
Communist International will lay before
the First Congress of Red Trade Unions,
will be defended in reality by the com-
munist parties alone and by the Com-
munist International. On these grounds
alone, if we are to succeed in carrying
out the new revolutionary tasks of the
trade unions, the red trade unions will
have to work hand in hand and in close
contast with the Communist Party, and
the International Council of trade unions

[

will have to bring each step of its work
in agréement with the work of the Com-
munist International.

The prejudices of neutrality, of “inde-
pendence”, of non-party and non-political
tactics, with which certain revolutionary
syndicalists of France, Spain, Italy and
other countries are infected, are objectively
nothing more than a tribute paid to bourgeois
ideas. The red trade unions cannot conquer
the Yellow Amsterdam International and
consequetly capitalism without repudia-
Ling the bourgeois ideas of independence
and neutrality once for all. From the
point of view of economising forces and
concentrating blows, the formation of a
single, united proletatian International
would unite in its ranks political parties
and all other forms of labour organisa-
tions. The future will undoubtedly belong
to this type of organisation. However,in
the present transitional period, given the
actual variety of trade unions in the dif-
ferent countries, it is unavoidably neces-
sary to create an International Associa-
tion of Red Trade Unions, which will on
the whole stand for the platform of the
Communist International, but which will
admit members much more freely than is
done by the Communist International.

The Third Congress of the Communist
International promises its support to the
International Council of Trade Unions which
is to be organised on these lires. To bring
about a closer union between the Com-
munist International and the International
Council of Trade Unions, the Third Cong-
ress of the Communist International pro-
goses that it shouald be represented

y three memberson the Executive of the
International Council of Trade Unions and
vice versa.

The program of action which in the
opinion of the Communist International
should to be accepted by the Constituent
World Congress of Red Trade Unions runs
approximately as follows:

V.

During the next epoch the principal
task of all communists will be to con-
centrate their energy and perseverance
on winnig over to their side the majority
of workers in all labour unions. They
must not be discouraged by the present
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reactionary tendency of the labour uni-
ons, but take part actively in the daily
struggles of the unionsand win them over
to the cause of Communism in spite of
all resistance. |

The real test of the strength of eve
communist party is the actual influence
it has on the workers in the labour
unions. The %arty must learn how to
inflence the Unions without attempting
to keep them in leading strings. Only
the Communist fraction of the union is
subject to the control of the party, not
the labour union as a whole. If the com-
munist fractions perserve; if their activi-
ty is devoted and intelligent, the party
will reach a position where its advice
will be accepted gladly and readily by the
unions.

In France the labour unions are now
passing through a wholesome period of
fermentation. The working class is regai-
ning strength after crisis in the wor-
kers’ movement and is learning to recog-
nise and punish the past treachery of
the reformist socialists and trade-union-
ists. Many of the revolutionary trade-
unionists of France are still unwilling to

.take part in political fight and are pre-

judiced against the idea of a political
proletarian party. They still revere to
the idea of neutrality as expressed in the
well-known Charte d' Amiens of 1906.
The point of view of this fraction of the
revolutionary trade-unionists may be re-
garded as a sourse of great danger for
the movement. If this fraction should
gain control of the majority in the uni-
ons, it would not know what to do with
this majority. 1t would be helpless aga-
inst the agents of capitalism, the Tonhaux
and the Dumoulins.

The revolutionary trade-unionists of
France will remain without definite lines
of demarcation as long as the communist
party itself lacks such lines. The Com-
munist Party of France must strive to
work in friendly cooperation with the
best elements of revolutionary trade-uni-
onism. It is however essential that the
party should only rely, solely upon its own
elements. Sections should be formed whe-
reever three communists are to be found.
The party must at once undertake a
campaign against neutrality. It must po-
int out in a friendly but decided man-

-1

ner the defects in the position of revoluti-
onary trade-unionism. This is the ouly
possible way to revolutionise the trace
union movement in France and to estab-
lish close cooperation beiween the party
and the trade union movement.

In Italy the situation is very perculiar
The majority of the trade-union members
are revolutionary, but the leadership of
the Conf. del Lavoro is in the hands of
reformists and centrists whose sympa-
thies are with Amsterdam. The first task
of the Italian Communists will be 1¢
organise a persevering daily struggle in
every section in the trade unions; 10
endeavour systematically and patiently
to expose the treachery and indecision of
the leaders; an to wrest the trade-
unions from their control. In regard
to the revolntionary trade-union elen:-
ents of Italy, the Italian communisis
will have to adopt the same measures as
the Communists in France.

In Spain wehave a strong revolutionary
trade-union movement, which still lacks
aclearly defined final purpose, and a
young and relatively weak Communist
Party. In view of the existing conditions,
the party must do everything pessible tc
secure firm foothold in the Trade Unions.
It must support the unions in word and
deed, and exercise a clarifying influence
on the whole trade-union movement. It
must likewise establish friendly relations
with the unions and make every effortto
organise the whole struggle in common.

Important developments are taking
place inthe British trade-union movement
wich is rapidly becoming more and more
revolutionarﬁ. The massmovement is gro-
wing, and the influence of the old trade-
union leaders is on the wane. The Party
must do its utmost to establish itself
firmly in the great Trade Unions (miners,
etc.). Every member of the Party must
work actively in some trade-union, and
must endeavour to make Communism
popular through active and persevering
work. Every effort must be made to get
into closer contact with the masses.

The same process is taking place in
America, although at a slower rate.
Communists must on no account leave
the ranks of the reactionay Federation
of Labour. On the contrary, they should






—_9 —

shown with a particular vividness the
inability of strictly trade union organisa-
tions. The fact of the workers in one
concern belonging to several unions
produce a weakning effect on the struggle.
It is necessary— and this should be the
starting point of a tenacious struggle —
to pass from a strictly trade union, to
an organisation of trade unions on the
struggle of production. ,One union for
one enterprise” — this is the militant
motto in the organisation structure. The
fusion of related unions into one union
should be effected in a revolutionary way
putting this question directly before the
members of the unions in the factories
and -concerns and further before district
and regional conference, as well as be-
fore the national congresses.

4) Each factory and each mill should
become a citadel of the revolution. Old
forms of communication between rank
and file members of the union and the
union itself such as money collectors,
representatives, proxies and other should
be substituted by the formation of factory
committees. The factory committee must
be elected by the workers engaged in
the given enterprise, independently of
the political creed they profess. The
problems imposed upon the supporters
of the Red International of Trade Unions
is to involve all the workers of a given
concern into the election of their repre-
sentative organ. The attempt to elect the
factory committee exclusively among ad-
herents of same party casting1 aside the
broad non-party rank and file workers
should be severely condemed. This would
be only nucleus and not a factory com-
mittee. The revolutionary workersshould
influence and act upon the general mee-
ting, as well as committee of action and
their rank and file members.

5) The first question to be put before
the workers and the factory committee—
is the maintainance of the workers
discharged on account of unemploy-
ment, at the expence of the enterprise.
It should not be permitted that workers
should be thrown out into the streets
without the enterprise being in the least
concerned with it. The owner must be
compelled to gay full wages to the
unemployed and mainly to the workers
engaged in the enterprises explaining to

them at the same time that the problem
of unemployment is not to be solved
within the capitalist regime, and that the

.only way to abolish it is the social re-

volution and the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

- 6) The closing down of enterprises and
courtailing of the workers hours are at
present time the most effecient weapon
for the cleaning of the concern {from
unreliable elemets with the help of which
the bourgeoisie is compelling the workers
to accept the reduction of wages, increa-
sing of the working day and the abolition
of collective bargaining. Lock-out taken
more and more definetely form of direct
action on the part of the employers. For
this purpose special controlling commis-
sions should be instituted with regard to
full raw material, orders, in order to va-
rify the quantities of availiable raw ma-
terial, necessary for the production, as well
as money resources in the banks. Spe-
cially elected controlling commissions
must investigate in a most careful man-
ner the financial co-relation existing bet-
ween the given enterprise and other con-

_cerns and the Ipmctica.l task of abolishing

the commercial mastery, should be impé-
sed ‘upon the workers for this purpose.
7) One of the ways of struggling against
such closing of concerns for the purpose
of a reduction of wages and standard of
life should be the taking hold by the
workers of the factories and mills and
groceed with production by themselves
espite the owners deal.
wning to the lack of goods it is

- highly important to proceed with the pro-

duction and the workers should therefore
oppose to the premeditated closing down
of factories and mills. In connection with
local conditions and the condition of pro-
duection, the political situation, the ten-
sion of the social struggle, —the sizure
of the enterprises may and should be
followed by other ways of pressure upon
capital. On taking hold of the concern
the management of the same should be
conferred to factories and workshops com-
mittees and a representative of the union
specially appointed for the purpose.:

8) "The economical struggle should
follow the motto of an increase in wages
and of the improvements of the labour
conditions to a much higher degree com-



pared with pre-war period. The attempts
to bring back the workers to the pre-
war conditions of labour must meet with
the most resclute revolutionary resistance.
The exhaustion of the working class
during the period of the war must be
compensated by an increase in wages
and the improvement of the labour con-
ditions. The reference of capitalists to
toreign competition should by no means
be taken into consideration: the revoluti-
onary. Trade Unions are bound to
approach the question of wages and labour
conditions not from the point of view of
the competition between rapacious capi-
talist of different nations; but solely from
that of the preservation and the defense
of the living labour force.

9) In the case of such tendencies of
reducing wages taken up by capitalists
of an economic crisis in the country, the
task of the revolutionary trade unions
should consist in their endeavours to pre-
vent the reduction in wages by turn in
each separate concern, in order not to be
defeated in parts. The workers engaged
in the enterprises of public welfare such
as the mining, railroad, electric, gas
concerns and others, should be drawn in
at once, in order that the struggle against
the onslaughts of capital should touch
the very nerve of the economic organism.

All ways of resistance from a separate
intermittant strike up to a general strike
embracing all large fundamental indust-
ries on a national scale are in such a
case not only advisable but strictly ne-
cessary.

10) The trade unions must consider it
their practical task to prepare and orga-
nise international action in each separate
industry. The interruption in transport
or coal mining on an international scale
is a mighty weapon in the struggle aga-
inst the reactionary attempts of the world
bourgeoisie.

The trade unions must attentively study
- the course of events all over the world
choosing [the most appropriate moment
for their economic action, not forgetting
for a singgs instant that international
action is ible only in the case of
real revolutionary class conscious trade
unions, on an international scale, bein
formed, having nothing in common witﬁ
the yellow Amsterdam International.

11) The belief in the absolute value of
collective stipulations propagated by the
opportunists of all countries, must be met
with a resolute and keen resistance from
the part of the revolutionary trade union
movement. The collective stipulation is
nothing more than an armistice. The
owner always violates these collective
compacts when the smallest opportunity
prevents itself for doing so. The res-

ectful attitude toward collective stipu-
ations testifies only that the bourgeois
conceptions are deeply inrooted in the
minds of the leaders of the working
class. The revolutionary trade unions
without rejecting as a rule the collec-
tive stipulation must realize its relative
value and clearly detine the methods
to abolish these stipulations when it proves
to be profitable to the working class.

12) The struggle of the labour organiza-
tions against the individual and collective
employer, while adapting itself to the
national and local conditions should
utilize all the experience acquired during
the previous periods of the struggle for
the liberation oh the working class.

Therefore, every large strike should
not only be well prepared but simultaneo-
usly with the declaration of it, there
must be organized special detachments
for the struggle against scabbing and
for counteraction, as well as, the provo-
cative movement on the part of all kinds
of white—guard organizations, encouraged
by the bourgeoisie and the government.
The Fashists in Italy, the Technical Aid
in Germany, the civil white guard organi-
zation consisting of ex-commissioned and
non commissioned officers in France and
in England — all these organizations

ursue the aim of disorganizing and
orestalling all the actions of the workers
with the purpose not only to replace the
strikers by scabs, but to destroy materi-
ally their organisations and kill the lead-
ers of the labour movement. The organi-
zation of special strike militia and special
self deflance detachments, is a question
of life and death te the workers under
similar conditions.

13) These militant organizations should
not only struggle against the attacks of
the employers and the strike breaking
organizations, but take the initiative by
stopping all the - freight and products








