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invasion of Poland was a

+Hitler's
move in which boldness was dictated by
desperation. In resorting t~ armed

violence which must inevitably owlumin-

ate in defeat for Germany, the Ger

man bourgeoisie has made 1its last
frenzied attemp *ts stave off the
revolution within Germany. It is in
keeping with the entire character of
Nazism that Hitler and his gangs
should march to meet their fate rather
than await the fall of the axe.

The tactics of the alllq in conduc’e-é’

ing "humane" war of leaflets and radio
polemics 1is based on something more
substantial +than mere speculations an
the situation of the Hitler regime.

Concrete manifestations of Nazi in-
stability in the shape df strikes and
mutinies have undoubtedly been noted

by the Gestapo, the G.P.U. and the

British Intelligence Service, even
though they were shroudegvin totalit-
arian darkness. Only th¢ conscious=-

ness that the regime weuld not sur-
vive another winter could have driven
German  imperialism into 1its 1last

adventure.

It was Stalin who gave Hitlsrism the
spportunity t~ stage a spectacular
suiclde. After murdering thousands of
his political opponents, after destrey
ing the General Staff of the Red Army,
gll on the charge of being accomplices
of Hitler, Stalin finally unmasks him-
self as the chief accomplice of Hitlex
The threat of revolution in Germany
was just as abhorrent +to Stalin as t«
the Nozis, for its inevitable reper-
cussion would have been the revolution

in Kussias, oncompassing the doom of
the reactionary  Stalinist clique.
That is why +the cntire anti-fascist
facade c¢rected by Stalinism in the

past years has now been demolished,
allowing “the Soviet ruling clique #&
come. forward as the main cconomic proy
of dying German Imperialism.
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But it {g wunthinkable that the
German bourgeoisie can contemplate the
consequences of this new partnership
with any degree of satisfaction. From
the consideration, mnot merely of the
" gtateoments but of the material inte®

ests of the Allies, it is obvious that
a war lasting some years will take
place. As 1in the last war, Germany
will be worn down by a blockade. A
neutral and friendly TRussia with a
common frontier with the Reich will be
able to alleviate German- distress and
prolong the period necessary to reduce
Germany te an economic skeleton. Buit
Germany, which commenced hostilities
with a gold reserve of less than six
millions, will be compelled to pay for
Russian grain and oil and minerals bv
supplying. those commodities whish
Russia needs most, namely production
machinery. The prices demanded by
Russia will ®be exorbitant, and they
will be paid. The process can only erd
in the transfer of a gteat part of the
_German_ productive plant to Soviet
territory. And moreover, Stalin will
take care that the supplies which

reach Germany will suffice _for the .

prolongation of the war but will De
‘insufficient for a German victory.

 The German bourgeoisie must certain-
ly be aware that +the price which they
. are paying for the pact with Russia,
- 1s a war dragging on interminably for
years and- cnding in the collapse of
" both sides. That is why they will

- pive an ear to the proposals made

conistently by the Allies over months
and years and now tacitly reaffirmed
in the declarations of the British
Government.

) I ‘, . .- - Wi ¥
-+ They. aTe invited to.overthrow Hitler
and to replace the Nazi cliques with.

. n . .
-a "peace loving" government, that is,

A gilitafy dictatorship, or even a
-social democratic regime committed in
advance to rapproachment with the

.. Western powers. The common frontier

* with the Soviet Union will. then serve
as an open door into the Ukraine. But

once mare they are confronted with the.. :.

prospect of exhausting themselves,

ghis time in a war against Russiux, and
being in the end unable to claim the
fruits of victorye. Whether the
German bourgeoisie consolidates its
pact with Stalin by setting up a
Polish buffer state or whether a
quarrel bursts forth over the necw
boundaries in what was Poland, one
thing is certain, German imperialism
is doomed. Tt remains to be Sscen .
whether that doom will  encompass
Germany's imperialist rivals as well.

It is certain that now Germany
stands at the crossroads, the two
possible future paths have their ex-
ponents within the Germon camps If
Hitler!s proposals for pezcc on the
basis of the new frontiers are re ject-
ed by the Allies, and all indications
point to the conclusion that they will
be rejected, the political crisis in
Germany will come to a head. Hitler
hoped for the development of ‘the
sooial crisis within France and in
Tndia, South Africa and Ireland, but
there is no tasis for the welief that
the tempo of events in these countries
will ©Ye faster than the gathering
opposition of the Czechs, the Slovaks
and the Austrians, to say nothing of
the toiling masses within the Reich.
The coming weeks will provide a tesw
of strength for the Hitler regime. If
Hitler falls the Sovict Union stands
in mortal danger. If Hitler stands,
the war will inevitably extend 1in
scope drawing one’ country after an-
other into the maelstroom untiX the
entire planet is deluged with blood.

The war  began without fanfares,

_flags, bands or cheering crowds. In .
' Britain, Parce nnd Germany the dazed
shuddering masses turn to face the new

catastrophe with such stoicism as they
can musters Just as the developing
railway strike in Britain was cut
short by the declaration ~of war, SO
also was the developing mass movement
in Germany halted in its stride by the
outbreak.  But mass discontent does
not disappear. -Rather does it mount

. up against the dams in its path until

the pressure increades to the point
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the ' German. workbrg, among whqm its
influence has been annlhllated to
strugzle against war by strlklnm at.
their - Nazi masters.  In thesé coun-
tries where it stili exercises in-
fluence: "among the ~workers it Thas
issued 2 blank cheque, exposing once
and for all the hollow fraud of its
professed 1ntgrnqt10nallsm.

- The  Thirg: International, - utterly
dlsorlbntbd by Stalin's dlzzylng turn
towards Hitlerism, reveals under the

blows of recent events its complete
bankruptcy. The corrupt politicians
who lct Lts rational sections have no
recourse now but to abandon the tott-
ering edifice of the Comlntern and try
S T
TIOHNS
of Stalk
an intoler-

QUES
Fron the fgsterlné abscess
inism there issucs today

able¢ stench.This is nowhere more not-

icecable than in the British Communist
Party. Zven -the labour bureaucracy
inurcd to such effluvia by thu condit
ions of its own existence, s begin-
ning hto holi its nose.

4 bourgcois newspaper reports that

when the news of the conclusion of a
Mitler - 3talin pact was sprung, onc
C.P. lewlir  took to his bed, anmoth-
er went ixto hysterics.is. to e-iden

-» tity of ¥ centleman who uqc nbed

hysterics, one can
Tas 1t J.LLCampbell? Tt was
wrotc in the "Daily Worker"and subse—
quently  reprinted in  his pamphlet,
"Questions and Answers on Communism,"
(pnce 42) the following:-

only apeculaty.

"Coull the 3oviet Union have- a milit
wry 1llinkce with Nazi Germany

he who .

and
ﬂlbt Italy; if so, would that be in

& .

peace. .

1ﬁsinuations,

>where it‘bgrsts - from ite restraints, 0 find refuge in’ the ruing of the
carrying” all b&fore it. "This'is the Second Internatlonal. RN
anly’ p0381b1e outcome of a' prolonged : - ' S

WAT . ' _ : Witn9331ng a s1m11aﬁ'.»bredkkd0wﬁ

o T aftery August . 1914, with & similar:

. . I . turning pf erstwhile: "internwtlondL

ists" <o social chauv1nlsmf Lcnln -
The Second Internatlonal appeals %o wrote-' "The«prolptarian 1nternét10na1

has not JPerished and will not: perish,=
the’ woxking masges  will dvarcomo all

obstacles - and create a neW “Intorna
tlonal."
Th ba51c cemmunlty of 1nterests of

the workers - of the world. derorids “the
bulldlng of a mew. :international which -

will express  politically ‘and orbﬂp-jﬂ
isationally  the ; solidnrity of  the
world proletarlqt An:dits  stragele
against the forces of _capitalist
decay, of starvation and blogdshad
which threaten its existehce and nayn—’7
iness. *The strugzle for’a new inter-
national is .the strugile ifor llfc
itself.

REMEMBER LIEBKPIECHT 2D, 10T *IBOURG., _
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kebplng w1th the  policy of countrlﬁs
like the 3ovict Union which wishes to
improve the position of its workers as
against Germany and Italy, who 1eatr01
a4ll freedom of the workers, .inl if 50y
would =an alliance of that leseription, -
promote world peace?" -B.B. (\rbrosth)

The reactionary ;ress of Britain and ‘
France has insinuated from ¢ time to
time that the 3oviet Union is sceking
an  understanding with Nazi Germony.
The object of this. lgins insinuation
is to convince the people of the Jest-
&0 (coumtries that they canno% ruly on
the Soviet *Union, for the lefence of
It is pdrticularly designel to
convince the French people that they
cannot rely on the Soviet Union o
honour - its obligations  wader the
Franco~3oviet Pact.

is not an fota of fact that
adduced in support of these .
while a4 great mass of

There
eould be
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incontrovertible fapts tell against
them.

e P A

It is well known to cverybedy that
the Soviet Unipp has for the last year
besen rooting out Fascist agents found
on its territory. It has 1in great
public trials exposed them ag emigs-
aries of the German and {apanese im-
. ~perialists. That is hardly a method
of seeking a rapprochement
Germany.

On the other hand, the German imper-
ialists have not +tricd +to conceal
their hatred of the Soviet Union. They
have reiterated in countless speeches
the claim to the territory of the
Soviet Ukraine, first made by Hitley
in his boock,"Mein Kampf" (My Fight).

Their whole diplomacy has worked
quite cpenly to drive a wedge between
France ani the Soviet Union to  the

mutual destruction of both.

The attitude of Japan ang of Italy

with .

'Seyrenuer, 1999

If that war machirc “onot proluce
returns 1n the ncar fulure in the
shape of conquered territory, +this ex-
traordinary expenditure will, cven
from the imperialist point of view, be
a senseless and stupid crimnc,

On the other hand, the whole ec n.ony
of the Soviet Union is being built up
to satisfy the necils of the AT e

Consequently the Sovist TUnion en-
gages in huge arms expenditurc with
the greatest reluctance, being  in-
pelled thereto by the threats which
the Fascists are making a:minst  the
new Socialist Sociecty,

The Soviet Union would regard o war

as an uvnmitigated lisaster, beczuse it
would dissipate resources ghich would
otherwise be used. to impro&o the stan~
life of the -§weople, whereas
tell th@gr peorles that
cnrichment.

T &

dard of
the TFascists
war is a means to #hei
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’Laﬂ%*ﬁ@?ﬁ'“ﬁﬁ*?éégq“clear; Japan has hypothesis of our correspondent, be N\
engaged  in the most provocative act- directed against tho -lemocratic count-
ivity on  the Soviet's ships in the ries. If successful it woull résult
Hediterranesan. in the destruction of purlinnentary Ahf'
: democracy and the Jdissolution of +he :
And yet when these throe Powers come workers' organisations in these count- =«
together in an anti-Cemintern Pact, ries. This would be a tremendous blow {
which is aimed at the Soviet Union in to the Soviet Union, for the workers
the first place, a certain section of in the Jemocratic countrics are its
the capitalist Press kceps  talking best allies.
about the possibility of an agrecment
between the Soviet Union and Nagzi 30, not only because the Fascist
Germany. states have declared that the Soviet
o Union is their main enemy, but aiso
AT BASIS because of the incompatibility of the
. . . o oims ofsgpmpieq. and he C gl UBton o~ g
_”ﬂhégwﬁiﬁfﬁﬁﬁggl& fhorplc £for: meilip:®>  on the ﬂgﬁitrif%ionafi fielzﬂb(no less JE
tary ‘allisncd between ¢ ¢ Soviet¥Union than in the internal 1life of +the
and the TFascists even if the latter countries) a military alliance between '
were  to miraculously abandon their. Fascism and the Yoviet Union is wun-
intention of attacking the Soviet thinkable."
Union? ' : .
Cormany,Ttal - . Yes, surely it must have beon J.H.
. ! ’ Ly and Japan have strain- - Campbell who was led away by his .
ed the egonomlc life of their country = friends laughing and weeping when  the
to ?reaklng point in order to build up news of the Hitler~Stalin Pact came :
a gizantic war machine, with a view to through. )
an early war.
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