ES

- ENGINEERS:
- THE FIGHT

GOES ON

by STEPHEN MARKS

THE ENGINEERS' STRIKE has been
called off. At the last moment,the union
leaders,like the grand old Duke of York,
have marched their members down the
hill. :

After two weeks, if the employers
“bave still not accepted the terms of the

" union“regotiators, it mam Bs0n. again, |
It is the duty of every militan %%

them to this and to prepare the ground in the
next 10 days for a renewed struggle. But by
letting such a head of steam escape, the
AEF leaders have made this threat seem
very empty.

Scanlon and company should have cond
ucted a massive campaign to explain the
issues involved to rank and file members fo
counter the hysteria of the press and empl-
oyers.

A campaign was needed, and still is,
to explain the reasons why engineers must
mobilise in defence of their wages and
conditions against governmentattacks on
the pay packet through higher prices, taxes
and wage freeze and against the threats of
employers and Barbara Castle on conditions
in the name of so-called ‘productivity’.

Task much harder

But the concessions made on both these
issues have so0 reduced the difference
between unions and employers that the task
of preparing for a militant strike is" very
,Jmuch harder. Scanlon has dropped his
earlier insistence that the bosses must
concede straight pay increase before the
word productivity is even discussed,

Militants must demand that Scanlon
come clean on just what has heen given
away. Press reports suggest that the union
negotiators have agreed to accept shift
work, time-and-motion study, flexibility and
the abolition of ‘restrictive practices'.

Even though British-Leyland boss
Donald Stokes' pet plan to totally abolish
piece-work bargaining and replace it by
Measured Day Work has been shelved for the
time being, this could still give the empl-
overs st of what they want, If ‘product-
ivity" pisns go through future wage incr-
cuses will only be given for corresponding

Id

f@? workers control and

-

‘Lcreases in production achieved by faster
working and more sackings.

list

Scanlon has already agreed with the

employers that this must be the last
nationally negotiated increase. Future
bargaining will be at plant level. This
means that the gap between high wage
and low wage areas will widen and in the
long run this threatens all workers, both
high paid and low.
It _means, too, with the effect of such
schemts and- MDY andsthe fget thatbargaing
will be made by local union officials thut
the power of shop stewards to fight for
wages and conditions will go for good..

The only issue the two sides could not |
agree on was women’s rights to equal pay.

sighificantly, it is the only area where
anion leaders have had their hands forced
from below. The Ford women strikers at
Dagenham have shown the way to. stop
compromises,

The terms of the negotiations must be §

made known before any decision is made en
future progress of the strike. Any comprom=
ise on conditions must be voted on at plant
level at mass meetings.

Strike or no strike, the struggle will
continue at factory level, but to succeed it
must be a broader and more political
struggle than before, because the issues
involved go beyond the size of the pay
packet. What Scanlon has won hardly covers
the rise in the cost of living, and inflation
will eat it all away bhefore the last of the
yeary instalments has been paid.

What is at stake now is the whole set of
conditions won by workers in hard shop-floor
struggles over the past 25 years. What is
threatened is the destruction of all workers'
power over shop-floor conditions

To meet this challenge militant rank-
and file pressure is needed. A new political
movement is needed based on the points
where the attack is now coming—on the
shop floor.

Militants must link up on a combine and
industry basis and explain fo the rank and
file just what is involved, industrially and
politically,in the attack by bosses and gov-
emment

The campaign should begin now with the
demand: MASS FACTORY MEETINGS!
A STRAIGHT £2 INCREASE! NO STRINGS!
NO PRODUCTIVITY DEALS!

MASSIVE PROFITS: see page 4

MEXICO: MAGNIFICENT DEFIANCE

THE DEFIANT demonstrat-
ions by black American
athletes at the Olympic
Games have cut through the
chauvinism and humbug in
Mexico City.

men.

games.

Taking part, it was
stressed, was more import-
ant than winning. National
pride had no part in the

In particular they have
pointed an angry finger at
the disgusting hypocrisy of
the American capitalist
system, which "in Mexico
fetes its black athletes as

The organisers of the champions but back at
games, the same men who SUPHEMACY home treats them as
repeatedly demand that That attitude has been  ‘niggers’, second-class
politics should be kept out all but destroyed by the citizens.

of sport, have marred a
magnificent sporting occas
ion with theircrude jingoism,
their desperate bids to win
more golds in order to boost
the morale of whichever
regime employs them.

The Olympics were
started 2s competitions
between individual sports-

powercrazy

west must
supremacy. -

blocs and their hangers-on.
Even in sport,

All' but destroyed...The
brave gestures by the black
Americans have undemined
the authority of the cold-
warriors of sport.

The games and their
nauseating ‘league table’ of
gold medals will soon be
forgotten but the clenched
fists and black clothing will
remain as a stirring remind-
er that even on the running
track the rottenness of
capitalism is being chall-
enged.

imperalist

east and
_struggle for
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IN A FRENZIED cttempt
to disrupt this weekend's
huge mobilisation against
the Vietnam war, the
wildcat press and the
WBBC (Wedgwood Benn
Broadcasting Corporat-
ion) are running sensat-
ional ‘'stories about the
‘violence’ and ‘armed
insurrection' planned for
October 27.

This is the oldest trick
in the capitalist book—
smear your opponents by
wild scare stories, If the
headlines are big enough,
some potential supporters
of the demonstration will
be deterred from taking

p art.
FLING

There is no point in
answering the lies and
nonsense. Instead we
should fling them back into

the faces of the hired
whores of the ruling
class by saying YES

there is planned violence
and YES there are armed

hooligans.
The violence comes
from the United States

amy in Vietnam,bombing
and blasting its way to
destruction.

The armed hooligans
are the American ruling
class and their supporiers,
the anti-socialist, anti-
working-class Labour gov-
emment.

The hideously disfigured
Vietnamese boy in the
picture was not maimed by

socialism

% .

WHOSE VIOLENCE?

OrKer

international

members ‘of the Vietnam
Solidadty Campaign. He
was set alight by burhing
petoleum jelly — Napalm
dropped by US forces.

On Sunday we are march-
ing AGAINST violence—the
deliberate planned violence
of a vicious imperalist
system detemnined to crush
the resistance of the Viet~
namese people.

We are not planning—
despite the lurid stories in
the press—the revolutionary
overthrow of the capitalist
system on Ocfober 27. That
can only happen when
millions, not thousands, are
united behind the banner of
socialism.

These millions must
come from the womking
class. That is why it is
vitally important for Sun=
day's demonstration to make
a direct appeal to workers
by linking Labour's support
for the Vietham war with
its home policies.

OCTOBER
217

Members and supporiers
of the International
Socialists assemble 12. 30
on south side of Waterloo
Bridge between County
Hall and Festival Hall,
opposite Shell buildihg.

If you are amested orj.
see a comrade arrested,
phone either of the follow-
ing numbers:

| 800 1391

or 340 6331

The Labour government
that acquiesces in the
horror of Vietnam is the
same government that is
pushing up rates, 1ents,
prices and profits. It is the
same government that
refuses busmen and engin-
eers ‘a decent wage.

It is still not too late to
-join the march. Come to
London this Sunday. The.
demonstration starts at
Charing Cross embankment
at 2.30,

Join with us in the
biggest, most militant
demonstration seen in post-
war Britain. March with us
for the victory of the Nat
ional Liberation Front in
Vietnam—not for a comprom=
ise ‘peace’ but for the total
rout of the American ruling
class that will spur the
people of all beleagured
nations to cast off the
shackles of imperdalism—
East and West.

Ali slams Guardian lie

THE GUARDIAN on ‘lues-
day October 22 quoted Tarig
Ali as saying at the Viet-
nam Solidarity Campaign's

press conference the
previous day: ‘Only the
Intemational Socialists

planned to use stewards
(on October 27's march)
and if they need stewards
to discipline their members
that is their own affair.’

Tarig Ali told Socialist
VWorker that he made no such
statement and is angry at
the implied slur on IS. He

stressed at the press con-
ference that the appointment
of stewards was up fo the
individual participating org-
anisations.

Last month The Guardian
quoted Roger Protz, editor
of Socialist Worker, as
saying °‘If anything nasty
happens IS will disperse.’
This was also a misquote
but a letter of correction
has not been published.
The reporter in both cases
was Mr.John Ezard.
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The ‘intellectual dishonesty’
of International Socialism...

HAVING SYMP ATHISED with
Intemational Socialism for some
years, I have recently resigned my
membership because of the sheer
lack of intellectual honesty that
now stamps IS,

Just look at Socialist Worker of
October 12 which describes the
dewntrodden Catholics of Northemn
Ireland as a ‘class’'—so that their
struggles against the Unionists can
be eulogised as a ‘class struggle’
with all sorts of revolutionary
implications.

Or take the ambiguous attitude
in the group towards Black Power—
with some people suggesting it
should be supported because il is
militant and militancy is what we
need (irrespective of the goals and
objectives and perspective, if any,
of that militancy).

What happened to the marxist
definition of ‘class’ and fthe
socialist programme of uniting all
workers in a common fight against
capitalism? Lost in sentimental
romanticism that  Marx must be
tuming in his grave over.

But the real gems are in your
editorial on the proposed engim
eering strike. IS has rightly drawn
attention to the proclivities of
L abour Party politicians and trade-
union leaders to flout internal
demoecracy in the labour movement-
Decisions must not be taken over
the heads of the rank and file.

Wonderful—but just read what
SW says about the decision of the
ETU and NUGMW to ballot their
memhbers to find out their views
before supporting the AEF:

‘Such ballots have nothing to
do with democracy. They allow
time for passions to cool, issues’
to be blunted and for great pressure
to be brought on workers by the
mass media of the ruling class.’

In other words, comrades, the
workers are so much fodder for the
capitalist system who can’t even
be trusted to take an important
decision affecting their livelihoods
themselves, lest they vote the
wrong way. And as for the idea of
a reasoned approach to political
questions—that's out.

The ‘passions’ might get cooled
once reason takes over. 1 suppose
you know that appeal to the
passions and contempt for reason
and democracy are of the very guts:
of fascism?

The AEF decision to strike was
taken by a bare one-vote majority
on the union's national committee—
31 votes to 30—and Scanlon has
consistently opposed referring the
whole matter to his rank and file
members. Over 300 local branches
of the AEF have called for a
pballot of members before strike
action—yet Scanlon refuses to
listen.

The ‘attitude of IS in backing
Scanlon’s blatant disregard for
intemal democracy within the AEF

4on of militancy and a determination

is both dishonest and utterly con-
temptible. If the Tories ever need
any proof of the Left's moral and
political selectivity, then IS has
given it to them.—PHILIP HINCH-
LIFF, London N8.

The Editor
replies...

The -editorial committee was
very sory to receive comrade
Hinchliff’s resignation although we
do not understand how he could be
both a ‘sympathiser’ and a member
of IS. Nevertheless, we think his
differences are based largely on
misunderstandings and we appeal
to him to stay inside the organisat-
jon and discuss those differences
at branch and national level.

Eamonn McCann's report from
Derry in the October 12 issue did
not describe Catholics in Northem
Ireland as a class. In his report he
stressed that the vital fact in the
Derry uprising was that a section of
the working clas s was beginning to
recognise itself as such instead of
as a religious minority.

We also deny any ambiguity on
the question of Black Power
Socialist Worker has argued that
where Black Power is an express-

for black people to lead a revolut
ionary struggle against their
oppressors, - then they must be
given wholehearted support by
marxists.

This is particularly true of the
United States, where black workers
at present are far more militant
than white workers. But we oppose
‘Black Power when it directs its
supporters into the blind alley of
hatred for all white people, regard
less of class.

Our standpoint on the engineers’
strike was based not on whether
every democratic nuance had been
observed by the leaders of the
AEF, but that an all-out strike
would seriously weaken capitalism
and raise the political conscious-
ness of millions of workers.

A referendum structure for any
organisation (trade union or social-
ist) in which all decisions would
have to be referred to the entire
membership before the leaders could
act would mean in effect that no
decisions would ever be taken. The
important thing is not ballotting
but a democratic structure that

allows for frequent election of
officials and for their accountab-

ility to the rank and file.

That is why our demands for
rank-and-file committees to control
the strike and to demand consulty
ation over negotiations to end the
strike are more meaningful and
potentially more revolutionary,
because they ask workers to think
and act collectively.

Oct 27: rehearsal, ne

hree demonstrations in
T the past year against the

Viemagm war of a milit-
ancy and vigour unparalleled in
post-war British history marked
a tremendous advance beyond
the half-hearted pacifist.demon-

strations of CND days.

But the eve of October 27
brings into shamp relief the
question of what such demonstr-
ations and mass mobilisations
are for and what they are expect-
ed to achieve.

It is clear what they are not
for. No one looks to them any
longer as a way of forcing the
govemment to change its mind
on a particular issue,

This ‘lobbying’ function only
makes sense if one feels that
the govern ment, basically
sympathetic to the aims of the
demonstration, will be forced fo
take action if the magnitude of a
particular problem can be
brought home to them in some
way. A mass rally might do this.

Wider

movement

1f the ruling powers are hostile,
however, a demonstration will not
force them to budge. To have any
chance of this it would have to be
part of a much wider political move-
ment, and merely express in sharp
form the threat contained in the
existence and organisation of the
wider movement.

Mass mobilisations over the war
in Vietnam are not attempts to bring
about a changed policy on the part
of the powers that be. The function
of the demonstration must be sought
elsewhere.

it is to be found in what it
achieves for those who participate
and those who are on the fringes,
either physically or emotionally,
By its very nature a mass demon-
stration isa collective experience.

is an assertion of power, a
statement of intention, a coming
together of diverse and disparate
groupings to demonstrate a common
aim.
Its success is to be judged by
how well it is able to hold itself
together, to unite the different
groupings and formations particip-
ating into a collectivity, to give
them an awareness of their own
potential strength.

The march on October 27 is a
good illustration of this. The
previous marches, elatedly militant,
have been marred by a general dis-
integration and fragmentation.

The individual violence, the
large numbers of arrests, generally
of individuals leaving the demon-
stration, has been witness to this.

Socialist Worker
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SOCIALIST WORKER IS THE
paper of International Soclalism, a
movement of revolutionary social-
ists who believe that the present
torm of society, with its blatani
inequalities, its periodic crises,
wars and racialist hysteria must be
replaced by one based on a planned
economy under full workers'
control: those who produce the
wealth should own and control the
means of production.

International Socialism is
lopposed to any incomes policy
that seeks to restrict the wages of
the workers in order to boost the
profits of the employers. We uncon-
ditionally support all shop stew-
ards and rank and file trade unicn
members in their struggles for

WHERE WE STAND

better wages and conditions and
oppose all reactionary laws that
threaten the liberties of the labour
movement. We support all strikes
in defence of workers' interests
with the demand of no victimisat-
ion of trade unionists. Redundancy
should be opposed with the dem-
and: five days work or five days
pay. Shop stelwards organisations
should strengthen and extend their
influence by linking up on an
industrial and ultimately a national
basis.

We are opposed to racial disce
imination, a weapon used by the
ruling class to divide the labour
movement. Immigration control
must be ended, ensuring the free

movement of peoples regardless of

race and colour. Black and white
workers must unite and form their
own defence organisations to fight
fascism and racialism. The labour
movement must demand the immed-
iate recall of British troops from
abroad as the first step towards
ending colonial exploitation.

The task of revolutionary
socialists is to join workers in
their struggles with socialist ideas
that will link up the various sect~

ions of the labour movement and :

help create a force.that will lead

on to workers' power.

If you would like to join IS or
would like further details of our
activities, till in the form below:

Please send further details of the meetings and activities of International Socialism to :

Address ... SR

Send ta Socialist Worker, Paxton Works Paxton Road, London NT/7

October 22,1967 was a crucial
and dramatic advance on all
previous post-war demonstrations
in Britain., The demonstrations
in March and July this year,
although with many important and
successful highlights, represent
stagnation,

The overall consciousness of
those taking part has not been
meanin gfully heightened, the
overall integration of the Vietnam
movement has not been significantly
cemented by the demonstrations
themselves.

No
solution

As socialists we recognise the
violence inherent in the present
system of exploitation and the
ravages of imperialist aggression
which have arisen from it. But
individual violence and punch-ups
with the police are no solution.

In fact they represent the
failure of the movement to be able
to absorb the participants into the
collectivity itself during the demon-
stration to manifest a collective
assertfion of power as against a
series of individual,dissipated
protests.

Everything is not possible on

RICHA

demonstrations. They are not
insurrections as such, but as John
Berger has put it ‘rehearsals of
revolutionary awareness’. ;

So it is important to know what
we wish to achieve from any part-
icular mobilisation. We must make
of it what we can, given the general
political and social context and the
state of the movement itself.

What we need urgently is one
successful demonstration which
can go beyond the widespread dis-
organisation of the recent past.
Already some people who havebeen
on previous mobilisations are
feeling isolated and disillusioned.

Unless we can overcome this,
demonstrations in future are likely
to get smaller, not bigger—and to
become cowardly.

By a successful demonstration I
mean one which maintains its
unity of purpose and sfructure.
Every arrest is a defeat of enor
mous magnitude. It symbolises the
fear and disintegration which we
must strive to avoid.

A successful demonstration will
be one in which those on the dem-
onstration show to themselves

E is for Enyclop
C is for Con gam

THE BEST WAY to con the
public is first to con the
salesman,

A  well-known publishing
firm, which produces many
books used in schools, along
with other companies, is using
this method to sell encyclop-
aedias.

At no time is the prospective
buyer informed that the man at
the door is selling, but only
that he is advertising. A very
carefully written speech Iis
learnt, and always used(the
same one,with slight variations,
makes do for several companies).

The idea is to inform the
prospective buysr that the
commodity is not yet on the
market and that you are collect-
ing opinions. ‘If we give you
this encyclopaedia free, we
want you to write a letter
which we can print in advert-
isements,’ says the salesman.

To prove his sincerity the
customer must have a 10 year
subscription to the
service’ which allows hi
ask a maximum of 10 questions
a year. You then inform him
that this will cost him in th
region of £200.

The customer must also take

[14]

out a subscription to the ‘year
book’, which again he has to
pay for. At first you tell him he
has 10 years in which to pay,
but this is later reduced to
three years.

Of course anyone who does
not want the question service
and the year book, which they
will pay for over three years,
does not get the encyclopaedia,

Giving
something away

At all times the salesmen
are led to believe that they are
giving something away. But as
you work for the firm it becomes |
apparent that the <question
service and year book pay for
the encycl opaedias. How do
salesmen get paid? Well, at the
end of your training you are
told that there are two methods,
either £10 per week or 7 gns.
per set, so, of course, no one
argues.

You set off in a company car

o a pre-selected part of the
v and each person takes

] streets. On the second
ay of starting work, I met a
fellow employee who told me
that she had worked at this for
several months and hadreceived

o

ve
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their own power, in which those on
the demonstration take over the
streets and go where they want
and maintain their own organisation
and unity; in which a solid core of
people are able to give a lead to
those who come for the first time,
not quite sure what to expect, to
show by their cohesion and self
organisation what the nature of
demonstration really is,

Only if we can accomplish this
can we develop a wider anti-
imperialist movement as part of
a regenerated socialist movement
ih this country. The demonstration
should sum up the months of work
and preparation which have gone
into it.

It should also show the way
ahead, A massive proportion of
those who tum out on October 27
will belong to no organised social-
ist grouping. What we desperately
need is for them to feel part of a
credible movement, not just part
of a wild and pointless punch-up.

What we need is for them to
refum to their localities with a
desire and enthusiasm for working-
class politics and activity.

aedia,

quite a few orders, all of which
were later cancelled and so she
received no money.

You don’'t get paid during
your training, you don't get paid
until you've placed a set in a
home and it's not even certain
that you get paid then.

The companies concerned
can afford a high turnover of
labour because they have no
expenses other than the cost
of petrol.

The publishers using these
tactics are all considered to be
respectable. These are the
tactics employed in capitalist
societies to market commod-
oties: tactics of deceit,dis-
honesty and downright fraud.

People in authority must
know this goes on. They don’t
condemn it, therefore they must
condone it.

If these are the tactics of so-
called respectable companies,
[ then what sort of methods do
the back-street fims use?

Dave
Fisher

nsurrection—

The Vietnam marches—tremendous
advance on pacifist CND demon-
strations. '

The only place to build a mean-
ingful movement against the war in
Vietnam is at the grass-roots. The
only way is to link this barbaric
war to the overall oppression which
capitalism inflicts on the working
class.

Tremendous

boost

One demonstration cannot
achieve a link-up between fthe

issue of Vietnam and the struggles
involving the working class of this
country against rent rises, product-
ivity deals, and incomes policies.
But a successful demonstration
can give a tremendous boost to the
efforts already being made every-
where to evolve forms ofopposition
to all the manifestations of a
decaying capitalist society.

Next week's issue of Socialist
Worker will have a full analysis
and coverage of Sun day’s mammoth
anti-war mobilisation.

A brillant
marxist
analysis

of May's
‘unfinished
revolution’.

. France
o/ the struggle
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DO-IT-YOURSELF POLITICS

THREATEN N. IRELAND'S
POLICE REGIME

by PAUL
FOOT

11 the signs are that the
Aexploited people of North-
ermn Ireland, denied even
the semblance of parliamentary

democracy available to the rest
of the United Kingdom, are
beginning to ‘do it themselves’,
to act to seize the basic rights
and services denied them by
an intolerant and reactionary
govemment.

Eamonn Melaugh, secretary
of the Derry Housing Action
Committee, formed last March
with the express purpose of
encouraging and stimulating
rent strikes and other forms of
direct action to improve some of
the worst housing conditions in
Europe, told me:

‘We've had 50 years of talk, 50
years of pacifism and 50 years of
failure to end discrimination,
poverty and exploitation in this
city.'

BLUDGEONED

1t was the Derry Housing Action
Commitee e which inspired the weak,
liberal Civil Rights Association to
hold a march in Londonderry—a
march, which, as we reported two
weeks ago, was bludgeoned out
of the streets by police fanatics.

During the week-end following
the march, in one street in the
Catholic heart of the city, all the
ground-floor windows were broken
by a posse of police yelling ‘Come
out, you fenian bastards!’

The police, like the government,
rely upon religious prejudice to
maintain their squalid regime,
The Ulster Unionist Party gets the
support of masses of Protestant
workers because it has fanned the
flames of religious intolerance for
half a century, setting one section
of the workers against another with
the inevitable lurid tales of Cathol-
ic horror.

Such men are frightened now.
The movement started by the Derry
Housing Action Committee is not

founded, as was the Irish Repub~

lican Amy, on religious sectarian-
ism.

John White, secretary of the
Derry Republican Club, one of
the most active organisations
affiliated to. the DHAC, tgld me:

‘We are socialists. We want an
Irish workers’ republic,and we will
work with anyone who works in a
militant way toward that aim!

The movement, started in Derry,
has now taken root in Queens
University, Belfast, which used to

The Civil Rights march—bludgeoned by police fanatics.

be the most reactionary university
in Britain.

During the last three weeks it
has been ftransformed by scenes
which bear comparison with the
Sorbonne University in Paris last
May. Hardly an evening has gone by
without the massive McMurdie Hall
being filled with some 600-700
students meeting spontaneously to
discuss the next form of action for
‘civil rights'.

As a result of these meetings,
the students have marched twice
into the centre of Belfast. On the
first occasion the police would not
let them through to City Hall
because, they argued, there would
be a fight with the supporters of
the extremist Protestant Unionist,
the Rev. Ian Paisley.

The second time, however, last
Wednesday (October 16) the stud-
ents called in support from Young
Socialists and workers, doubled
their numbers and marched unimped
ed to the City Hall where they held
a meeting.

In the enthusiasm and spontan-
eity of the meetings the students
have moved from a vacuous liberal-
ism to harder,more militant demands.

On the moming of the first
march, for instance, they agreed
unanimously to support their Vice-
Chancellor and ban all non-student
elements from the march. That same
evening, after the sit-down, the
vast majority voted to invite young
workers and Young Socialist organ-
isations to the next demonstration.

The terror of the authorities at
the prospect of workers and
students acting for themselves can
be measured by the reactions of
William Craig, known variously as
the Papadopoulos or the Lardner-
Burke of Ulster.

First, Craig tried to justify the
brutality of his riot squads in Dermry
by claiming that the march was

organised by communists. "This
was greeted with wild laughter.

Betty Sinclair, Communist
Secretary of the Belfast Trades
Council and secretary of the Civil
Rights movement, had originally
been opposed to marching in the
face of a police ban, and, on the
students’ first sit~-down had rushed
up and down the line of sitiing
students be gging the demonstrators
to ‘go home now you have made
your point'.

Then Craig said that the IRA
was behind it all—an allegation
which was laughed at equallyloudly.

Finally, on October 16, Craig
made a statement in the Stormont
parliament ‘naming names' of cons-
pirators in the Irish Workers’
Group, who, he said, wanted to end
the bourgeois state in Northem
ireland.

He named Gery Lawless, who
lives in London, Eammon McCann
of the Derry Labour Party and Rory
McShane, next year's President of
Queens Students Representative
Council.

RESENTMENT

'he reply to Craig is simple.

YES, the men he named do wish
to end the bourgeois state in
Ireland.

YES, they do intend to campaign
for an I rish workers’ republic.

But, unhappily for Craig and his
fanatical friends, they do not
intend to do it with sectarian
slogans and adventurist violence.

They intend to do it by helping
to direct the resentment and frustr-
ation of the Irish workers away
from Catholicism or Protestantism—
away, in short, from themselves
and towards their real oppressors
whom Mr. Craig represents.
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Tory boss smears tenants

Socialist Worker Reporter

HORACE CUTLER, Tory boss of the giant Greater
London Council, launched a vicious smear campaign
on militant tenants on Tuesday. ‘Threats and intim-
idations are being used to prevent some tenants
paying rent increases’, he told the council.

And he claimed that 95 per cent of GLC tenants

were paying the full rent,

including the increases

imposed at the end of September.

SW needs |

urgent
help

WE DON'T LIKE asking for
money.

Most of our readers have
very little, And they are
probably a little cynical
about socialist papers that
are always on the verge of
bankruptcy buf never
actually close.

But we are being
serious. Our financial
situation is very weak and
unless we raise substantial
amounts in donations for
our print-shop fund then
Socialist Worker may cease
publication.

Our circulation is boom=
ing. It has surpassed all
expectations.

But because we receive
no revenue from advertising,
sales of the paper do not

cover the costs of production

We must raise £10,000 by
the end of the year. The fund
at present stands at just
over £7000. Because our
readers and supporters have
been involved in the prepar-
ations for the engineers’
strike, the fund has stood
ominously still for several
weeks,

But our costs haven't
stood still. As well as the
paper, we have produced
thousands of leaflets and
posters for the engineers’
strike and the October 27
demonstration.

Our finances are at rock
bottom. We need your help
urgently.

Please rush cash to the
paper NOW. As much as you
can possibly spare.

Don’t let us down. Get
u's over that £10,000 mark.

If you don't, we may have
to let YOU down . . .

The Tories and their
Labour cronies on the
council are clearnly
worried by the strength of
the campaign to refuse to
pay increases as high as

15s a week.
There has been a
massive response to the

GLC Tenants’ Action Com-
mittee slogan ‘Not a penny
on the rent’ and on estates
throughout the area tenants
are refusing to pay more
than the old rent. Block
representatives collect the
rent, without increases,
and hand the money each
week to the rent collectors.

On some estates, as
many as 95 per cent of the
tenants are refusing to pay
the increases.

LINKED

Cutler's statement is
intended to demoralise and
split the tenants’ movement.
If the tenants were isolated
on individual estates, his
remarks might have some
chance of success, but
they are bound together by
tenants’ agsociations
linked by the Action
Committee,

spokesman for the
Action Committee said on
W ednesday that Mr.Cutler’s
figue of 95 per cent was
nonsense : ‘The only threats
and intimidations come
from a few rent collectors,’
the spokesman added, ‘who
are trying to frighten
ten ants into paying.

A number of trade union
organisations in London,
including dockers and meat
porters, have pledged full
support and industrial
action if the GLC attempts
to evict any tenants.

For further infomation
about the rents campaign
write to: The Secretary,
GLC Tenants' - Action
Committee, 18 Lithos Road,
London NW3.

Tyne railmen say ‘recall

FOLLOWING the lead of the
Scottish Districts of the
National Union of Railway-
men, the Tyne District
Comniittee has voted unan-
imously for a recall confer
ence to reconsider the
recently concluded ‘product-
ivity deal’.

As opposition to the
deal grows from the rank
and file more branches are
urged to snd resolutions
for the recall to NUR head-
guarters.

REJECT

Tom Farrell, secretary
Newcastle no.4 NUR writes:

What possible solution is
there for rank and file
rail waymen? The only
answer is to reject this
agreement which fo many
has brought little pay and
will result in dubious
efficiency at the expense
of time-honoured methods
of safety in operating the
railway s.

Any satisfaction or com-
placency on receipt of a

NUR
conference’

long overdue wage increase
for lower grade staff will
surely be dispelled when
the full impact of ‘versat-
ility’ is felt and their over
all eamings are consequen-
fly reduced.

We must support those
who seek to call a Special
General Meeting as the
only way in which we can

obtain some immediate
action for the total reject-
ion of this agreement.

R“\JNG B
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‘MASSIVE’ PROFITS

FORECAST FOR
ENGINEERING

By BRIAN WHITE

THE STOCK MARKET
was worried. The govern-
ment was increasingly

concermed. For the pros-
pect that the engineering

| employers would have to

shed a little profit fat in
order to meet demands
from the engineering
union has sent a terrify-
ing shiver down the spine
of British capitalism.

After three years of tough
economic conditions,engin-
eering companies like the
rest of industry, are now
beginning to see an upsurge
in profits. Latest govem-
ment figures show that
trading profits in the first
guarter of this year totalled
£1,290 millions against the
modest £1,098 recorded in
the same period of 1967.

PAY OUT

The latest Financial
Times profits breakdown
shows that ‘the 225 engin-
eering and metal companies
which published their
results in the first eight
months of this year,tumed
in profits of £266 millions.
This is slightly lower than
the £272 millions recorded
in the previous year, but
even so, the pay-out to
shareholders went up from
£65 millions to £66 millions.

In the heavy electrical
industry, where there have
been many mergers, profits
jumped from £53 millions to
£55 millions. And the air
csaft and component ind-
ustry showed a gain from
£27 millions to £30 millions
in its profits total.

All this, of course, is
past history and covers
much -of the “bleak trading
conditions in 1967. Now
the boost in profits from
devaluation—together with
the benefits of the govem-
ment wage curb—is leading
many company chairmen to

forecast massive profits
increases in the current
y ear.

The Financial Times

survey of business opinion
on September 3 found that
96 per cent of engineering
companies expected profits
to rise over the next 12
months. A further 3 per
cent expected them to
remain the same, and 1 per
cent thought their profits
would fall.

But while companies
may have to wait a few
months for the profits
upsurge, shareholders have
already reaped the benefits.
Although there has been a
stock market set-back
because of fears of the
strike, £1,000 invested in
the engineering industry at
the beginning of the year
would still be showing a
nice £400 capital gain now.
For the major companies,
even more dramatic increas-
es have been recorded.

The engineering bosses,
fully supported by the
govemnment, have been
bleating about the way in
which an increase in wages
would ruin the industry and
price it out of the world
markets, This is simply an
attempt to blame workers
for the catastrophic failure
of management,

For years, capitalist
planning organisafions have
been politely bemoaning the
failure of the engineering
industry. Back in 1966, the

Economic Development Com-
mittee for mechanical
engineering pointed out that
between 1954 and 1964,
exports had doubled while
imports increased four-and-
a half times. While in 1854,
imports amounted to 18 per
cent of exports, by 1965 the
proportion increased to
around 40 per cent.

Is this because the
modest rise in wages has
forced the management to
increase prices and become
‘uncompetitive’? Not
according to studies spons-
ored by govemment and the
industry.

PRICE

A survey by the National
Economic Development Com-
mittee among 300 British
users of foreign equipment
showed that cost was often
the least important copsid-
eration. As the Financial
Times pointed out in Decem-
ber: ‘Better performance
reliability, accuracy or
design can outwelgh a
modest price disadvantage
compared with alternative
buys’.

Nevertheless, the emp-
loyers have eagerly seized
the opportunity to use the
workers as scapegoats for
their own problems.

Socialist Worker
Meeting

Liverpool

Politics behind engineers’
struggle

Mitre Hotel Dale Street
(nr tunnel)

Thursday October 31 8.00

Socialists win courtroom

From JOHN TAYLOR

POLICE ACTION in break-
ing up a demonstration
against the Russian invas-
ion of Czechoslovakia in
August was taken for
political reasons, said
Tony Corcoran, a full-time
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organiser for the Intemat-
ional Socialists when he

appeared in Newcastle
Magistrates Court last
week,

He and Mike Morris, a
student, vigorously denied
charges of causing an
obstruction and refusing to
move on.

Corcoran recalled that
the five Russians who had
demonstrated against the
invasion in Red Square
had been charged under
similar Moscow city by-
laws.

He told the magistrates:
‘You know the real reason
these people were charged
was not because they were
causing obstructions, but
because they were having
a demonstration the gov-

emment did not agree
with ?

One witness described
how a policeman threw
demonstrators’ placards
down the steps of the
monument in the Haymarket,
told Corcoran, 'I'll smash
your* bloody neck!' and
marched him violently away.

‘1 was afraid’, said the
witness. ‘I could not
believe it. Here was some-
thing peaceful, proper and
good going on and the
policemen were stopping
e

The defendants won a
moral victory. They were
fined a nominal £1 on each
charge, instead of, as is
usual, getting extra for
ple ading ‘not  guilty’.
Morris was fined a further
£1 for using obscene lang-
uage, which he admitted.

Corcoran and Morris

battle

fought the evidence of four
police witnesses point by
point. In this way “they
showed they would not be
intimidated and could take
up plenty of police time in
retali ation.

The intimidation is very
real., After the hearing
Mike Morris told how the
same policemen stoppedhim
the day following the
demonsiration,

They told him to get into
their car, cross-examined
him about what he was
doing and threatened:‘We'll
be on you if we have any
more trouble.’

Morris said,‘'I think they
thought I was zoing back to
the ‘Haymarket ‘because ‘we
had been there all. week
picketing The Green Berets
film.’

— Rhodesia:

Fearless
Fred and
Tiger Tim
plot

a sell-out

By Our Diplomatic
Comrespondent

LORD GOODMAN,million-
aire solicitor of Harold
Wilson, fixed the fate of
four million Africans in
Rhodesia some five weeks
before his client and master
met Ian Smith on the Fear

less.

Goodman, who was
accompanied by that well-
known sociali st and

champion of racial equality,
Sir Max Aitken, Chairman
of the Daily Express, saw
Smith and agreed with him
that Britain would drop two
of the demands made by
Wilson on the Tiger in
December 1966:

FIRST,the proposal for
‘direct rule’ from Whitehall
while a Royal Commission
put the new constitution to
the people.

SECONDLY , the insist
ence on a ‘crash programme’
for educating the Africans.

BRIBE

Thus, Goodman and
Smith agreed, the Rhodes-
ian Front would be left
entirely alone with a con-
stitution ensuring minority
rule for a century, and
which, if white mnle was
ever threatened, can easily
be changed by bribing a few
black MPs.

The Fearless ‘confront-
ation’ was thus a charade,
with both sides maintaining
‘hard line’ positions to
protect their exposed flanks
at home (Smith his right:
Wilson his left) ..

Then they both went
home pretending to disagree.
After a certain amount of
ballyhoo from both leaders,
a ‘settlement’ can be
confidently expected.

The only member of the
government likely to resign
over the settlement last
week was Judith Hart. She
has, however, now been
conveniently promoted to
the Cabinet: where Mr.
Wilson can expect unanim-
ous support.

90 workers
axed by
Napiers

From ROSS HILL
LIVERPOOL:- Even before
the ink dries on the AEI-
GEC-English Electric mer
ger, 90 local workers at EE
will be outside the gate.
On October 16, 90
workers at Napiers (a
sister company of EE's)
were given a month’s notice
at their works which adjoin
the vast EE plant on the
East Lancashire Road,
Liverpool.
50 are hourly paid
workers and 40 staff. The
ement s ‘over
dag’ are ?%’s blame.
Napier's worker
said: ‘Napiers 1is the
‘prestige’ end of EE. It's
not very profitable. They
may axe it completely if
they get their way,I reckon.’
Another worker, an
older man, was despondent.
‘Six out of 10 of the labour-
ers are going’, he said. ‘Of
course, they’'ll get redund-
ancy pay, but that’s only a
sweetener, isn’t it?
This is only the beginning,
you know. If this merger
goes through they'll really
get the chopper out next
year.'
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