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In some of the largest

political demonstrations
ever seen in the world, the
workers, peasants and
students of Iran have

expressed their unanimous
demand for the overthrow
of the Shah's dictatorship.

And while the Shah and his
military regime still cling on to
office they are rapidly losing
power. |

Their fear of last weekend'’s
marches led them to withdraw
their troops and police from the
streets where the demonstra-
tions were to take place.:

From behind a shield of
tanks, the Shah in his palace and
the bourgeoisie in their wealthy
suburbs could only look on fear-
fully as about two million in
Tehran and huge crowds in
other cities called for the death

of the Shah and the downfall of

the government.

These events, which
continue as we go to press, are
opening up the way to struggle
-for socialism in lran,

Weakest link

This former fortress against
communism is now the weakest
political link in the imperialist
chain.

In attacking the Shah's
tyranny the lranian masses are
also attacking world capitalism
of which he is a principal agent.

Workers are
consciousness of that connec-
tion by once again intensifying
their industrial action against
capitalist property in Iran.

In imposing an indefinite
lock-out on 4,500 print
workers and journalists at
the 7imes, the International
Thomson Organisation
obviously enjoys the full

financial and political back-
ing of other Fleet Street

papers and the print
employers as a whole.

If they succeed in their
objective of forcing in new

technology and effectively elim-
inating NGA control over type-
setting operations, management
will be paving the way for an all-
out onslaught on jobs, through-
out the industry,

Waiting for lead

But even while the 7imes
workforce waits vainly for some
positive lead from union
officials it has been revealed
that the opportunist leaders of

showing a

'IN IRAN:

Some private factories have
been occupied by workers; the
banking system is nearly para-
lysed by strike action; and -last
week once again the workers in
the oilfields stepped up their
strikes and go-=slows which
resulted in oil production falling
to less than half its normal
level .,

New dangers

As this great mass movement
grows, it brings the end of the
Shah’s regime rapidly nearer.

But at the same time it .is
encountering new dangers—both
from outside, and from those
who claim to be its own leaders.

While many of the protest
demonstrations are taking a
religious form, it is totally
wrong to interpret the move-
ment as a whole as a religious
movement. -

The actions of the strikers
and hundreds of thousands of
demonstrators are expressing
their hatred of the oppression
of the dictatorship and the
exploitative economic system.

These combine to keep the
working masses of Iran in a state

the NGA have entered into a
deal with other Fleet Street
bosses to allow them to print
extra papers while the Times
is off the streets. |

Financial aid

These extra sales will provde
added revenue for the 7imes’
rival papers—but revenue which
these employers are quite 'likely
to channel back in financial aid
to Thomson management in
their war on jobs at the Times!/

In other words rather than
call out the NGA’s other Fleet
Street members in support of
the threatened workforce at the
Times NGA leader Joe Wade is
encouraging them to do extra
work which can only strengthen
the employers! -

This, plus the revelation of
secret talks and
secret deals between the NGA
leadership and the T7Times
management points sharply at

_uprising, it

attempted

-under

of permanent deprivation at the
same time as it provides a small

class of capitalists and
aristocrats with staggering
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Iranian oil worker

wealth—some of the dimensions
of which are being revealed in
figures .= uncovered by the
striking workers of the Central
Bank.

To begin to .resolve the
material problems of the masses
which have fed the present mass
IS necessary not
only to overthrow the Shah’s
dictatorship but to go beyond

NGA leaders help to

the danger of a major sell-out
which in a comparatively short
space of time could cripple the
NGA as a union,

Such wheeling and dealing
must be condemned by every
printworker. Instead the call
must go out for the T7/mes
premises to be occupied, and for

supporting strike action
throughout Fleet Street.
Defend a// jobs! Work
sharing on full pay!
Conspiracy
Open the books of the

national newspapers to show the
financial connections and the
conspiracy to slash jobs
throughout the industry!
Demand the nationalisation
of Times newspapers and the
remainder of the bourgeois press
without  compensation and
the management of
elected committees of workers.

110oday ‘preip MaIpuVv OLOHJd

that to expropriate all the
parasites of the aristocracy, the
landowners and the capitalists
and  start to build a socialist
planned economy.

Workers committees

Already sections of workers
have spontaneously taken some
steps in that direction by occu-
pying factories and setting up
workers’ committees.

But those who at the present
time claim to be the leaders of
the movement against the Shah
have no intention of attacking
capitalism in lran,

They are the priests
(mullahs) or the national
capitalists represented by the
National Front.

These leaders cannot offer
to the masses a way out of their

problems, since for all their
democratic rhetoric they want
to maintain capitalist exploita-
tion in lran.

The mood of the workers
and peasants has been so un-
compromising that some of
these l|eaders—especially those
who have attempted to demobil-
ise the demonstrations in the

OWN WITH THE SHAH!
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last three months—have already
been discredited. :
To maintain any credibility
would-be leaders have had to
take increasingly radical public
positions in order to keep up
with the mood of the masses.

Power to betray

‘Nonetheless, although these
leaders are riding an angry
political tiger, they will
continue to have the power to
betray the movement as long

~as an alternative revolutionary

destr

socialist leadership in the form

of a Trotskyist party, is not
built.

Already there are strong

rumours that the religous and

bourgeois political leaders
secretly negotiated an agree-
ment with the Shah in order to
avoid last Sunday and Monday s
gigantic demonstrations ‘‘getting
out of hand”’. |
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The release of National
Front leader Sanjabi from jail
may be part of an attempt to
prepare a reactionary
compromise,

Both the regime and the
frightened would-be new leaders
are haunted by the same spectre
—that of the lranian socialist
revolution.

They could both see that for
two days the situation
threatened to be one of dual
power in the major cities.

The regime left a power
vacuum in the large areas of the
cities from which it was forced

- to withdraw.

It is now involved In a
contest for power with the
masses as it attempts to restore
its authority.

But that authority i1s in any
case based on an army consist-
ing of a majority of conscripts,

Continued page 2
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150 villages;

100,000 new refugees. That
is only part of the toll paid
by the Eritrean "people in
the first three weeks of the

latest offensive against their

struggles for self-determina- -

tion and independence.

While the armies of the Derg
battle to crush the Eritrean
ravolution, the leader of the
Ethiopian military dictatorship
has been abroad visiting his
aliies in this counter-revolution-

ary war,

National

divisions

grow in
S.E. Asia

The history of
troubled relations
between, Stalinist states
took a new twist last

week with the decision

of Vietnam to sponsor
an alternative ‘Govern-
ment of National Sal-
vation’, pledged to over-

throw the  present
Stalinist regime in
Cambodia.

That this is no propa-

ganda exercise but a firm
commitment is shown by

the  concentration of
120,000 Vietnamese and
20,000 rebel Cambodian

troops along the border,

The programme of the
United Front for National
Salvation is for a neutral,
non-aligned Cambodia Wlth
the re-establishment = of
banks and money, abolition
of the compulsory work
system, freedom of move-
ment and association, and
rebuilding of Cambod1an
family life.

Peasant communism :

The development of the
Cambodian revolution si’nce
the overthrow of Lon Nol’s
US puppet regime has up to
now seemed to follow ideas
of peasant primitive com-
munism much more than
Stalinist doctrine.

- This is- perhaps due to
the feudal structure of pre-
revolution Cambodia where

" both the working class and

the professional middle class
were almost non-existent.

Thus the social layers
from which the bureaucracy
of most Stalinist states is
drawn did not exist,

What concerns the Viet-
extreme .
Khmer nationalism of the
regime, which claims large

namese °is the

areas of Vietnam as part of
the :ormer Khmer empire,
and appears to use the war
against Vietnam as a means
of justifying further sacri-

fices by the Khmer
peasants. | |
The support of the

Cambodian government by

China makes the situation

one of great danger for the
masses 1n South-East Asia

who may well find them- |
again the. |

selves once
unlucky pawns in a power
conflict—this time between

rival ‘““Communist” bureau-

cracies.

Erltreun flghter

oV|et froops

: Entrean

in Moscow, Colonel
Mengistu ratified a treaty of
friendship between the Soviet
Union and Ethiopia.

At the same time, the Iatest-

fruits of this vicious friendship
were being gathered in the Horn

. of. Africa as the forces of the
, Liberation .
Front (EPLF) were forced to

Popular

withdraw from their positions
on the Asmara-Masjawa high-
way and to evacuate the town
of Keren.

The powers which secured
these advances for the Derg was
that of the Soviet Union and its
Cuban aliies. .

Not only are the Ethiopian
armies supplied with Soviet
weapons and trained by Soviet
and Cuban advisers.

Soviet pilots
In this latest assault, Soviet

troops manned the Soviet tanks,
Cuban troops moved forward

‘with their heavy artillery, and it

was Soviet pilots who flew. the
MiG bombers to strafe the
EPLF's positions and the
refugee camps, to drop napalm
and destroy the crops.

By these ¢
barbaric acts, the bureaucratic
leaders of the Soviet Union and
Cuba are fulfilling their pledges
to the reactionary and bloody
dictatorship of the Derg.

Once again they have
announced to the international

criminal  and

L

face

proletariat and the oppressed'

masses of the world that their
promises of friendship are
contracts to work for the
strengthening of counter-revolu-

tion.

&

_Legitimate

The EPLF is plainly unable

to understand the complex basis

to the Soviet and Cuban inter-

vention in Ethiopia and Eritrea
—and has—though understand-
ably—responded to it in an
empirical way.,

But their struggle for nation-
al self-determination is a legiti-
mate one that deserves the
support of the international
workers movement,

A demonstratlon spon -
sored by associations of Eritrean
workers and students in Britain

is to be held on Saturday,

marching from Speakers Corner
to the Soviet Embassy "under
the siogan:

“Condemn Russia’'s war of
aggression in Eritrea’”.

The WSL will be supporting

this demonstration, distributing

a leaflet explammg why we
believe that such a march should
also protest at. the
Iimperialism

Africa, and
Trotskyist position on the reac-
tlonary role of Stalinism in that
region, :

role : of
In the Horn of
spelling out a '
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sell-out plan

for a Palestinian state on the

‘The ‘peace talks’
between the bgyptlan

and Israeli bourgeoisies
drag on, with American

envoy Cyrus Vance now

‘undeértaking yet another
week ot |

desperate
“shuttle diplomacy”’
a bid

- moving,

Meanwhile the Palestm-
lan  petty-bourgeoisie is
looking increasingly
prepared to strike its own
bargain with the Zionists.

13

to get thmgs'

Soviet planes bomb Eritrean village

| Although piqued because -
'he hasn’t been invited to

take part in the preparation
of this historic sell-out of
the Palestinian people, PLO
leader Yassir Arafat has

indicated his willingness to

fall over backwards in

defence of attacks on the

fundamental rights of those
he clalms to represent.

Message

He has sent a personal
message to President Carter
telling him that, in exchange

-Begin: s'ta_king fresh claims -

'IRAN- from front page

whose loyalty is more and more
in doubt

It was the virtual certainty'

of mutiny that forced the with-
drawal of the troops last week-
end.

But the dec:swe step th rough

which the masses couid |mpose
their own power in place of that
of the dictatorship has not yet
been taken.

~ That is the establishment of
independent militias and of
Soviet-type committees repres-
enting the working class and
other oppressed classes
including the rank and file
soldiers.

(PTG -, .t

...........

Although the week’s events

show that more and more
sections of the masses have
managed 1o equip themselves
with arms, they still remain
dangerously ill-defended.

This makes the demand for

soldiers to mutiny and to go
over to the revolution one of
the most crucial at the present
time.

The Shah’s riot police -

When that happens on a
large enough scale the revolu-
tion will face the new danger of

tmperialist military intervention
to restore control of a country
which the American and Bntlsh_

governments -constantly say .
the key to ‘'stability’ {(that is
permanent imperialist rule) i
the Middlie East.

~ One of the urgent
national tasks of the
movement now, therefore, in
Britain and other
countries . is to prepare to

inter-

prevent direct imperialist
military intervention.
Blacking

Meanwhile the campaign for
the blacking of all supplies,
especially arms and ammunition

-to the Shah becomes more

urgent than ever,

The major obstacle to this
present s the nac> 2~ =% -~ige
SHTET IT TR T S zem s
€=y - AN -
campagn .

Through zorz—=z a—= -*
solidarity suc™ 3¢ ¢ =iz« -
of armms ms=s T 2T Ira
workers’ moye—z2-: zz~ — 3=
an important corir ot - -
the victory of t™e oy _- -
and the building of soc .z is™ =
fran.

*Down with the Shah and
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" the military regime!

imperialist

‘peasants must
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labour

- West

and in .the Gaza strip, he
will “renounce the use of
force against Israel”, |

It is not known whether
or not he has the support of
the other PLO leaders.

“Comrade”™ Arafat’s
intentions are clear.

Provided that the Palestin- -.
ian petty-bourgeomle can be

guaranteed. the minimum
conditions in which to
develop into the Palestinian

national bourgeoisie then all

will be forgiven.

The Zionists, however,
are being far less co-opera-
tive. Rather than clear the
way.for a Palestinian ““mini-
state” on ‘the West Bank,
they are instead stepping up
their building programme
there.
doomed to failure!

Right of return

Palestinian workers and
break with

these petty-bourgeois

leaders and build an organ-

isation which reflects their
interests; an organisation
which w111 fight for the right
of return for all of the Pales-
tinian peoples and jobs and
homes for all in the Mlddle
East,

Arafat and his errand
boys around the world must
be decisively rejected if
there is to be any lasting
peace in the Middle East.

| Arat |

~ *Build  armed workers’
militias! |
*Create workers’, peasants’

and soldiers’ committees!

*For a constituent assembly!

*For a workers’ and
peasants’ government! |

*In the factories and oil-
fields: expropriate the capital-
ists and occupy!

*In the countryside: expro-
priate . the landowners a'nd
occupy!

*In the army: refuse to obey
the officers! - Join the workers in

- setting up militias!

*Black all arms to the Shah!
- *No imperialist military
intervention!

*Sack Callaghan, Owen and
Mulley, the Shah’s friends!

DEMONSTRATION

Called by Campaign
Azamsy Repression
= Iran

Sundav 1~ December
1.30 p.m. Speakers
Comer

Bank of the Jordan

Arafat’s hopes are
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While at the end of

‘last month the political
‘assembly

of the anti-
- Communist NATO
alliance at one end of
'Europe was .paving the

‘way for a néw imperial-

ist arms build-up, a

major public row on the .

military budget

‘blowing up within the_‘,

- seven-nation  Warsaw
Pact.
President Nicolae

Ceasescu of Romania has
for a long time been a mem-
ber. of the Pact on terms
very different from those
the Soviet bureaucracy

ago as 1962
forbade other

As long
Romania

-Warsaw Pact troops to be.

stationed in or conduct
manoeuvres in its territory
and has refused to allow
Romanian soldiers to be
commanded by
from any other Warsaw Pact
countries. |

Also - on more than one
“occasion the . Romanian
leaders |
Soviet policies  in the
Comecon economic alliance.

DeSplte his long history
of public recalcitrance,
Ceasecsu’s new attacks on
the Soviet Union two weeks
ago  were unexpectedly
sharp.

Rough ride

They began during a
Warsaw Pact summit meet-
ing at which Ceasescu claims
to have resisted
- Soviet efforts to extract an
increased military committ-
ment from all the Warsaw
Pact countries.

After what was reported
to be a rough ride at the
summit, Ceasescu on his

return to_ Romania -orches-

trated a large number of

- public displays of ‘“‘national

support” for his indepen-

- dent stand.

He made a number of
statements in
opposition not only to more
military spending but -to
outside .. interference in
‘Romanian affairs. He spoke
of the “sacred right” of
. every nation to decide its

own destiny. |
Neither the National
Assembly nor the meeting

of 3,000 party members
who pointedly applauded
- Ceasescu’s words, represent
any real mass support for
the nepotistic - bureaucracy
in Romania,

No vestige of workers
“democracy is permitted
under the dictatorial rule of
Ceacescu and his family and
his friends.,

- Popular backing

But it was no doubt in an
effort to

seek popular
backing  that .
military

ition to more

spending to the need to
- spend money instead on the

domestic economic needs of
Romania.

It is this contradiction
-which equally faces all the
East European  Stalinist
" bureaucracies including that
of the USSRmespecmlly
when in the same week
Brezhnev was forced  to
admit that many of the

major economic targets of

.the tenth Soviet Five Year
Plan will not be fulfilled and
when as a result of similar
failures the Bulgarian
leaders had to announce the
abandonment of long term

defence
‘that the

officers

"have . also vetoed

. Ceasescu
publicly linked his oppos-

INTERNATIONAL =

economic -planning
altogether. |
It is only a few months

since Ceasescu was forced

- by militant strikes in the

coal mines to give conces-

~sions in the form of wage

increases to = Romanian
workers.

. - He lives, like the other
Stahnlst bureaucracies,

‘under the permanent threat
of new attacks from the
working class.

That is why the present
dispute is causing so much
bitterness. -

It is not Ceasescu’s iron-

fisted internal regime which

offers a - threat to the
stability of the

- bureaucracies.

But his “selfish’ refusal
to shoulder his share of
spending = means

other already
detested bureaucracies must
make up the gap by further

economic pressures on the
- masses,

And as far as the Kremlin

is concerned if Ceasescu is
‘to get away with this, a

dangerous example would

be set for the other Warsaw

Pact regimes which are in
equal need of any possible

“means to save themselves

from the wrath of the work-
ing class.

Ceasescu’s “‘every

Stalinist bureaucrat for him-

other

- ment la
- speech might be  evidence

e

self”” approach is, therefore,

a real danger to the Warsaw
Pact bureaucracres as a
whole, |

The rumours “that the .
Kremlin is preparing some |
~of military move:

kind
against Romania cannot,
therefore, be completely
discounted. |

Certainly Ceasescu

‘seemed to retreat at the end

of last week from his

~sharpest anti-Soviet remarks

and took his opposition
onto- the more nebulous
ground of a vague proposal

- for an arms-free zone m" "
Central Europe. - |
"~ That may have been a

reaction to a'threat,
And a mysterious state-
in Ceasescu’s last

that such action was being

seriously - prepared

politically. |
Ceasescu complained at

- such actions in the relations
.between Communist states

as ‘“‘a support of counter-

- revolutionary elements in

ceftain countries and the

- instigation of these to over-
throw  the

-government,
actions which in . a flagrant

- way violate the principles
and the norms of relations

between socialist countries,

even international law and
the UN Charter »

\

Brezhnev wzth Czech Stalzmst Husak

In splte ofan11to |
majority for the new
constitution, last week's
referendum in Spain is

proving to be a serious
‘embarassment
Francoist regime.

The Suarez government
and its Socialist and Com-
munist Party allies were
predicting that their massive
propaganda campaign for a
‘ves’ vote would get at least
80% of the population 'to
participate in the referen-
dum.

In fact, however, almost
one third “of the electorate
stayed away from the polls

—many more than in the

December 1976 referendum

or in the elections of June

1977.
Irregularities

It is impossible to put an
exact figure on the PIopor-
tion of _abstentions, since
the Mlmstry of the Interior
doesn’t seem even to know
how many voters there are
on the rolls!

As in the parhamentary
elections last year, countless

examples of electoral i irregu-

larities came to light,
Many voters found them-

to the‘ :

selves registered tw1<:e or
not at all.

In some poll stations

‘yes’ voters got a congrat-
ulatory certificate. :

All this and the high
rate of abstention have both

- severely discredited what

was planned to be a trium-

: phant entry into the fold of

“democracy”’,

Armed police

Instead it ended up as

more like a reminder of
Franco’s rule—the electoral
irregularities, the virtual

declaration of ' the result

before a vote had been cast,

the ban on dernonstratlons-

during the campaign and the
omnipresent armed police at

every polling station and on

virtually every street corner.

‘Suarez and his reformist
and Stalinist backers will try

to cover up or argue away

all these obvious symptoms

of the absence of any real
democracy

But, not even by blaming

intimidation by the Basque
nationalists of the ETA, can
they wipe from the record
the sorry fate of the consti-
tutional referendum in the
Basque provinces (Euskadi)

In spite of a massive

-police presence and a huge
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‘Ceasescu with Elzzabeth Wmdsor rzdmg through London earlier this year

Nkomo meets Hughes-

- the liberation of Zimbabwe

The so-called trans,ltsonal
government. in Zimbabwe
has outlined a new plan for
an “internal settlement”’.

In a change from the
prevuously announced plan, all
parties which gain five seats in
the elections scheduled for 20

April will be entitled to repres—

entation in the cabinet. .
Previously the whites would

have been guaranteed 28 of the

100 parliamentary seats but the

' cabinet posts were to have gone

to the party whnch won the elec-
tlon

Now . the whites
conceivably emerge as the most
important bloc in parliament
and therefore also the cabinet.

The announcement was
supported by the main black
in the present |

collaborators

campaign waged by the
government together with
the reformists and the
Stalinists (in which both

Felipe

region) the people of
Euskadi contemptuously
boycotted the constitution
as a protest against its
failure to recognise Basque,

could

Gonzalez and
-Santiago Carrillo toured the

government—Muzorewa  and

~ Sithole. |
- Both stressed that they

supported the new proposals in
the cause of ‘stability’””. The

- sharing of cabinet power would,

they said, “‘unite the nation’’,
Sithole said ‘we do not want
mdependence and then, after a

| week, a coup and after another

we_ek a counter-coup.”’ |
These latest developments
prove even more clearly the
nature of the internal sattle-
ment,
The guernlla war has made

the peaceful transition to stable

black majority rule impossible.

| Meanwhile the efforts of the.
 imperialists to convene an all-
~ party
Patriotic |
- Nkomo into an' alliance with
- the collaborators continues.
Despite his insistence- that

conference,
Front

split the
and = bring

 Francoist referendum Iop

national rights.
In the Basque provinces,

.less than half the electorate |

voted.

In Gurpuzcoa and Blscay |
most

—traditionally  the
militant Basque provinces—
. the abstention vote was as

E high as 47% of those eligible
110 vote,

- pressed for:

struggle!

people had

can only be achieved by war”,
Joshua Nkomo was last week-
end meeting imperialist' envoy
Cledwyn Hughes.

As we go to press the out-

- come of this meeting was
unclear. - |
However, whatever . is-

the fact that Nkomo agreed to
meet Hughes at all can only give

- rise to speculation about what,

if anything, was discussed with,

- as Callaghan outlined when ho
‘dispatched Hughes to Africa

‘‘as much privacy as possible”,
The demands must be

- *No secret diplomacy!

*Intensify  the armed

*For a socaallst Ztmbabwe!

Far from neutralisi_ng the
continued . sources = of
political instability in Spain,
the referendum  has'
_sharpened  the  conflict
“between the Madrid regime
and the masses in Euskadi,
and has done little if any-
thing for the democratic
credentials of the regrme
‘nationally. ‘

Contradictiorr B

Far from estabhshmg a

definitive parliamentary
democratic order, the refer-
endum may well turn out

Andrew Wiard. Report

- announced from the meeting,

to have sharpened the
contradictions. = D
These: have expressed

themselves in recent weeks

~on the one hand in ETA’s
| effective campaign of terror
- against the armed police and
civil guard, and on the other
month’s
-attempt at a military coup -
and increasing mobdlsatrons' N

hand in' last

by the far right.
At the end of it all the
Interior Minister Martin

~Villa was reduced to saying

weakly that the referendum

~was not so important any
Spanish

way, since the
already
definitively. chosen what he

calls

- “democracy” in last.
- year’s elections! -
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Throughout the
-motor industry there is
an employers offensive
taking place,
shop-floor strength, for
speed-up and greater
exploitation.

In Fords,
the workers
broke the government’s 5%

limit, they ended up with a

pun1t1ve anti-strike clause
tied to 5% of their wages,
whereby any dispute even
of 15 or 30 minutes
duration would lose them
£4 automatlcally

This is under conditions
where the Ford manage-
ment 'is. one of the most

ruthless in the country and,
as has been shown by recent
attacks at Halewood on
workers
line, ‘is contrnuously attack-
ing.

Attacking

. This clause is designed to
weaken - workers’ resistance
to ‘these attacks, which is

why management insist on

this clause,

In Leyland the manage-
ment has set about system-
atically attacking a labour
force which has been the
traditional leader in motor
industry wages and con-
ditions, Leyland workers
have:had the strongest shop-
floor organisation.

Now the management
with the help of the union
leadership, have  ended
piecework, established
plant-wide negotiations and
now  achieved

for the next year.
By then management

hope to have established

(through the package they
have offered) a wage and
grading structure to go

alongside the already estab- |

lished national conditions
agreement,

Speeded-up

To achieve all this, the
.management are prepared
to pay certain wage
increases which have to be
raised by speed-up and
demanning.

Even  then,
workers will have had their
standard of living reduced as
well as being speeded-up
because they are only bemg
offered the 5% in this year’s
review and  have
received the government’s
norm over the previous
three years. |

In. Chrysler as with
Leyland the management
have used contmuously the

threat of closure in order to-

attack conditions—this has
, hot changed with the take-
~over by Peugeot,

In Vauxhalls the measly‘

8% wage increase even had

productivity strings tied to
part of it. These are now
being implemented on the
shop floor with the cooper-
ation of many of the
stewards.

against

even though:
successfully -

workmg up the

agreed . |
national level negotiatrons -

LBYIand :

only

We are publlshmg on this page the statement from the Campangn for
Democracy in the Labour Movement calling a conference for workers in the car
_industry to be held on January 20 in Birmingham. While the CDLM itself has a
clear programme on which it has campaigned within the motor industry, the
Conference organisers stress that they are extending a particular invitation to other
groupings on the left within the motor industry to come along without pnor com-
itment to discuss the cmcnal issues facmg carworkers .

Policy voted

01

the last CDIM

al

Car Workers’ Conference was:
1) Regain living standards.

2) Detend them with cost of living]

clauses.

3) Break the twelve month rule.

g wage controls.

5) Agamst corporate bargaining.

6) Against participation

7) Detend mutuality asreements.

8) Open the books of the employer.
9) Extend and improve lay off aur.

ments to 100% pay.

10) No secret negotiations.

11) Direct

control

over negotiaty:

committees by mass meetings.

12) For combine committees directly
answerable to the shop tloor.

13) Against mport controls.

14) Nationalise
COMpuend nuilaa;:

So all carworkers are

under -attack, and many
have similar problems. In
both Leyland and Chrsyler,
for example, -‘“participa-

~tion” committees have been

used to draw  senior
stewards in towards doing
the employers dirty work

AUEW merﬁb_érs at _Vauxhalls |

Derek  Robinson at

the car AYELE

for them.

In- opposition to these
attacks the workers have
received nothing but mis-
leadership. Even at Fords
the officials recommended
the deal with the pena.lty
clause.

But whereas in Fords the .

officials led a fight against
the 5% arguing the profit-
ability of the company, in

the rest of the motor
industry the officials have
gone along with all the
employers’ plans. They have
a dual standard—one for

companies who declare a
profit and another standard

for those who don’t.

F orefront
~ In this the officials have
received the support of

many of the senior stewards
partrcularly of the right-
wing and of the Communrst
Party. Leading CP member
BL
Longbridge for example,
has been in the forefront of
fighting for company-wide
bargaining, which is the

means the employers are

using to weaken shop

- stewards and strengthen the

full-time officials. Leading

CP members in Chrysler

have also been in the fore-.
\

- counter

front of the employers’
plans and whilst initially
talking in favour of nation-

alisation of Chrysler at the

time of the Peugeot take-

over, did nothing to frght

for thrs

There is an urgent need'
- to develop a new leadership
~in the motor industry that

4) Full support to any section fight-]

fights for the independent

1nterests of the car workers;
that stops the employers’

plans to pit Ford workers

against Leyland workers or

Datsun workers or any

f others; that puts forward a

programme that does not
start from the
ability” of the firm or its

“necessity to compete with
~other car firms, but from

the defence of living

standards and jobs. -
Occupation

- We must answer the

threat = of closure: by

exposing the fraud if it,is a
bluff designed to pressure
workers into accepting a
company offer and by the
threat of the
occupation of the plant if it
is a real threat.

We must say that we w1ll,‘-

oppose all speed-ups, unem-

- ployment-creating schemes,
that we will oppose all -

redundancies.

The employers will say
that they need to economise
to compete with other car
firms—we must demand the

opening of the books of the

firm concerned and of its

component suppliers as well
‘as the rest of the motor
industry.

Let us see why
they can’t maintain jobs and
wages., If they prove their

case, then the whole motor

and component industry
should be  nationalised
without compensation and
under workers’ management
and made part of a planned

socialist economy.

These policies, alongside
cost-of-hvmg clauses where-
by wages rise automatrcall

with the cost of living as
~decided by elected com-
‘mittees of workers, to bein

every wage deal are
essential. ’

Import controls

If these are’ not fought
for, then the trap of the
Communist Party and
Labour ‘lefts’ who argue for
import controls, making
Japanese or other workers

“profit-
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Chrysler workers on strzke at meood

Stalinist Robinson
redundant, will be fallen
into. -

We must answer the

employers’ “viability” argu-

- ment by challenging the

argument that we have a

.common interest with the

employer. This will greatly

‘strengthen the fight against

ohn Sturrock, Report\ S |
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and all the other problems
now facing car workers and
in the course of this the =
CDLM will be fighting fora

new leadersth in the motor

1ndustry

CARWORKERS
CONFERENCE

THE CRISIS IN THE MOTOR INDUSTRY

Called by the Campaign for Democracy
in the Labour Movement

January 20, 1979 in Birmingham

Full details from CDLM, c/o 37, Birchfield Close
Blackbird Leys Oxford
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‘the devaluing
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It 1s seven years since
the disintegration of the
monetary system of the
capitalist world (which

-~ had been established at

- Bretton Woods and
‘based on the over-
wheiming  economic
strength of the Umted
'States)

During that time a

number of vain attempts @
have ' been made by the
main capitalist nations to

restabilise their monetary

system and the exchange

" rates -between the different
countries.

But the only

isation plans which have

‘come to nothing while the

gap between the values of

the different currencies has |

widened - and many very

sharp  fluctuations have
tak_en place. |
Danger

~ The instability is a
- danger' to- the
 capitalist system since it

whole

indicates the absence of
any stable standard of value

and threatens to undermine.

the basis of international

~ trade and production.

-And in addition the

widening gap between the
exchange rates of the strong
and  weak

capitalist
economies has become
increasingly alarming to the
countries running a stronger
surplus. in their balance of
payments.

The relative rise in the

value of their currencies
reduces the. competitiveness
products and
redistributes profits from
their capitalists to those of
deficit
countries.

- So . the changing . value
of currencies is partly the

expression of a sharpening

competitive struggle
between the
nations of the cnms-ndden

capitalist system.

The proposed 'European |

Monetary System (EMS) is
partly an effort to reduce

- the damaging instability of
-eXchange rates.

*“Float” together
But it is also partly a

- counter-stroke by the

surplus countries (notably
by West Germany) to try
to stop the competitive
devaluations and to gain a
respite for West German
capitalists. . |

- .Technically the EMS
plan involved getting all

the nine EEC members to
-fix their exchange rates in

relation to each other and
allow them to “float”
together against the US

- dollar and other currencies.

This means it would

simply involve an exten-

sion of the existing system
of this kind (knawn as

“the: snake”) which now

includes West Germany,
Holland, Belgium and Den-

- mark and used to include

cheer Callaghan's
ationalism

| results
‘have been a series of stabil-

- their currencies

individual

-symbol of

che ‘and Britain as well,

The planned EMS would

fall short of the earlier more
. grandiose

- European Monetary Union
(the development of a single
‘European currency) which

wg$ submerged by the waves
‘of nationalism of the EEC

plans ~ for

members.

The aim of the EMS is
much more modest than
that; but nonetheless it has

been made by West German

Chancellor Helmut Schmidt
and its backers into a
symbol of = European
capitalist wunity and the
future of the EEC.

But last week the EMS

too fell as a new victim of

the fratricidal strife between
the countries of ‘“‘united
Europe”’, |
The capitalist classes of
the - weakest = deficit
countries—Britain, Italy and
Ireland—fear the EMS
because they want to keep

the possibility of further
competitive devaluations of
if their
efforts to push up profit-

ability by wage control
fa1]s

Precious weapon

Devaluation 1is precious
to them as an economic
weapon because it helps
profits by simultaneously

making national goods more

competitively priced and
cutting real wages through
putting up import prices.

The Italian and Irish

governments, nevertheless,
went to Brussels last week
intending to sign up in the
EMS club—as long as they
got in exchange an agree-
ment that more EEC aid

would be given to them-

through the budget.
But it was the national
interests of the ' French

capitalists that stopped this

deal.
French capltahsts were
not prepared to dig deeper

into their pockets—not even

to persuade their Italian and
Irish rivals into partial
economic disarmament.

- So rival capitalist
nationalism sabotaged this
imperialist
European unity.

i

PHOTO: Andrew Wiard, Report

Capitalist leaders at the Bonn Summit

These - antagoﬁisms

reflect the disunity between’

the capitalist states which

arises from the fact that
they are unable to impose

all the costs they want on

| .the working class.

That is why they are
forced to grab from each
other and so threaten the
monetary stability on which
collectively they depend.

Rearguard

It is only -somalis’m which
can bnng about a non-

“antagonistic: unity of the

states of Europe as a step
towards the United Socialist
States of the World.

The self-styled Tribune
“socialists’® on the left of
the Parliamentary Labour
Party, however, have once
again shown themselves to

‘be not in the vanguard of

the fight for the United

Socialist States of Europe

but in the rearguard of
capitalist nationalism.
Last week on his return

from Brussels they jingo-
istically cheered Callaghan’s
justification for not joining
the EMS—

interests’’. |
Callaghan uses the same

argument to justify Phase

4! »
To this chauvinism they
add a spurious argument,

popular in Tribunite circles

Calfaghan

that it was to
defend Britain’s “national

since the 1960s, that
currency stability is bad for
the working class but that
devaluation is somehow a
“socialist’’ measure, |

This is simply a smoke-
screen for the anti-socialist
nationalism of this group.

which - argues that the
economic crisis can be
solved . by defence of the
national capitalist economy
through import controls and

“devaluation.
_But devaluation, like the

PRESS
GANG

For well over a year the
press has kept a discrete
silence over the fate of the
Sanderson strikers, broken

sonly by occasional refer-
| ences to it as “‘the Grunwick
lof the north” or Britain’s
; Iongest running strike. |

Last week as the details of

'a settlement—which has not
| been implemented at the time
of going to press—were made
known the Guardian gave it the

accolade of an editorial.

The purpose was to bury the
strikers not to praise them.
There was no reference to the

long months on the picket line,
the continual battle for union

action, the never ending series
of promises from the TGWU
which were never delivered: the
ups, the downs, the dogged
determination  which .

their darkest hours.

| The article began snmply .
“You win some: you lose
some;’’—a summary entirely in

harmony with the pubhc utter-
ances. of trade union leaders
who have betrayed one long

running recognition battle after
another,

The Guardian, keeping its
-editorial line

absolutely in
accord with the right wing of

fixed
involves an

the TUC,
- should be given the force of law
.and the right of access to

workers, | |

ACAS is a government set

alone
keeps strikers going through

220 '\b..

S

austerity policies which go
along with maintaining a
exchange rate,
-attack on
working class living stan-

~dards.

And import

the burden of the crisis in

one country onto workers
in another. -
~ But the workmg class,

unlike the narrow nation-
alists of the Tribune group

and the ruling -capitalists .

urges thet ACAS

up agency which exists solely to
damp down the independent
action of the working class,

it is out of the same drawer

as the industrial tribunals, used

to head off.strikes when union
militants are sacked.

Every vyear the tribunals
publish statistics showing that a
high proportion of workers who
turn to this arbiter ‘win’.

The fact that practically
nobody wins reinstatement
from a tribunal has not
prevented the attacks of the
Tory press which demands no
interference in the rights to hire

- and fire,

ACAS, like the tri’bunals, IS
an organisational expression of

social democracy—a ball and.
‘chain on the working class
colours of

painted in the
neutrality.

The impact of a vnctory--'

or a defeat—at Sandersons on
other recognition battles will be
immense. Nowhere will it be
bigger than at
London where the strike in
support of union recognition is

~ coming up for its first anniver-

sary, where every piece of

.double talk and betrayal by the

| C l'l;'?'en cy dealer& iri Tokyo

| controls.
involve an attempt to shift

. readers,

Garners in

Page 5

‘Oéff_ﬁ P

‘whom they reflect, have

no country. -.

~ Socialists should. be
opposed to the EMS which
is part of a plan for the

recovery of West German

capitalism at the - expense

of its rivals.

But they must oppose
it with policies
represent the independent

and international interests

of the working class.

TGWU bureaucracy has been|

dou~led through the close
involvement of the Comm’unist
Party .

It is no accident therefore
that this week Margolis, the
boss of Garners, chose to break
his -~ silence over the strike.

He provided the material for

witch-hunts in the Daily Express

and Telegraph. |

The theme -of both articles
was that the' workers in the
restaurants did not want the
union in and that the strikers
were being manipulated by left
wing extremists,

The Express publnshed a
picture of Cyrit Margolis in his
office, captioned ‘‘a general on
the eve of battle’’. ~ ,

- "The ghost of Grunwick
stalks the West End of London
this Christmas’’, writes Geoffrey
Levy, with more truth than he is
aware of,

The articles, coming close
together with sudden renewed
TV interest in the strike are not
for the purpose of informing

‘even with ' perverted
facts -

- They are part of Iaymg the
groundwork for a ‘demolition
job on the strike;, in which the
TGWU" bureaucracy will be
challenged with the results of a
new poll of the scabs.

K

which-
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‘On October 28 1928,
Cannon, Abern and
Schachtman ‘were
expelled from the Com-
munist Party.

The very next Week the
first issue of The Militant
was published, ‘“not a
surreptitiously  distributed

mimeographed bulletin such

as. satisfied many literary
cliques but a full-sized
printed newspaper.”

All - three had been

employed by International
Labour Defence, a perman-
ent defence organisation for
clas war victims initiated by
the Communist Party.
-~ They now had no jobs
and no income. Despite
these inauspicious beginn-
ings, The Militant was
produced regularly on a
fortnightly basis.

The long process of
accumulating the cadre of
American Trotskyism was
begun.

‘Outside

| With no possibilit'y of
reaching wide layers of the

CpP before expulsion,

militants had to be.

from outside.
immediately the

contacted
“Almost

Trotskyists won people in

Minneapolis where the
American Trotskyists were
‘to play such a central role
in later years. |

The CP leadership aided

the process through their

bureaucratic approach.

“Their method was to go

'up and down the country,
putting a motion in every
committee and branch to
approve the expulsion of

Cannon, Schachtman and

Abem.

“And everybody who

wanted to ask a question or

get more information was
§ accused of being a Trotsky-
-ist and expelled forthwith.
“. . . Eventually, prac-
tically ‘all those who had
been expelled for hesitancy
in voting to confirm our
L expulsion became
sympathetic to us and ‘most
of them joined us.”
(History of American
d Trotskyism, pp.56-7). |
The drfflcultres facing
the Trotskyists were enot-
mous. They had only one
copy. of Trotsky’s “Draft
Programme of the Commun-
ist International: a Criticism
of Fundamentals®’.

Ones and tWos

This was the document
§ which- had changed every-
thing for Cannon while he
was in Moscow. Recruit-
ment on the basis of this
document was by ones and
twaos, |

“Soon after we were
expelled . . . there came a
.'knock on my door one day
and there was Morganstern
of Philadelphia, a young
man . but an - old
“Cannonite”. ‘
| “... . He said “we heard
about your expulsion for
Trotskyism but we didn’t
believe it. What is the real
low down?”

- In those days you dndn’t |
take anything for good coin

unless it came from your
own faction. I can remem-
ber to this day .going info
the back room, getting out
the precious Trotsky docu-
~-ment from its hiding place
and handing it to Morgie. *
- ‘““He sat down on the bed
and read the long
“criticism>’—it is a whole
book—from the beginning
to the end without stopping
once, without looking up.

When he finished, he had
made up his mind and we
began to work out plans to
build a nucleus in Philadel-
phia.”

Serialised

Others were. recruited in
the same way. While the
“precious document’ was
serialised in The Militant

it was a long time before it
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1978 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the emergence of the Trotskyist movement in the
United States. The Socialist Workers Party which today claims to represent that tradition

offers no more than a hollow mockery of the fighting spirit of that early movement. This
“article is the third in a series in Socialist Press which will examine the early history of the

SWP, the party so central in the 1930s to the launching of the Fourth Intematlonal -

Max Schach tman

was possible to publish it in |

pamphlet form.
Of course, the slanders
which had already been

levelled at Trotsky were
now directed with full force

at Cannon, Schachtman and
Abern.

Encouraging
These denunciations of

‘the three former leaders of

the CP were printed in the
party press and found their
way all round the world
encouraging the rest of the
international opposition.

To win forces in the USA
was a major step forward.

It helped - the hard-
pressed Trotskyist forces
elsewhere to go forward

Tro tskyrevzewmg troops in R:zd Square, 192 1

- American

e
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‘with renewed enthusiasm.

While news of the
- group (and

shortly afterwards the emer-

gence of a Canadian group
around - Maurice Spector)

inspired forces in the rest of
the world, the Cannon

-group had to wait months

before = making

contact with Trotsky.
- Nevertheless they went
ahead, resolved to answer

direct

the Stalinist gibe that they

were “‘three generals
without an army” by con-
structing one.

The work of building the

left opposition was in stark
contrast  to Cannon’s
previous work: |

“Not long before our

“hundreds

each),

Trotskyists.

days.

B

- =
o TToEn

'''''

expulsiOn I had made my

national tour, speaking to
and - sometimes
thousands of people.

“Now we had to speak

to individuals. Our propa-

gandistic work consisted
mainly of finding out names
of isolated individuals in the
CP, or close to the party,
who mlght be interested,
arranging = an mtemew,
spending hours and hours

talking to a single individ-

ual, writing long Iletters
explarmng all our principled

» posrtlons in an attempt to

win over one person’’,
In the first phase isolated
groups and individuals were

~won in Chicago and Minnea-

polis (a couple of dozen in
Kansas (three or
four); Philadelphia (two);

. New York (a few individ-

uals); Cleveland, St. Louis
and the mining areas of
Southern Illinois.

The Militant was a pro'pa?

gannda paper, carrying long

articles explaining the issues

at stake in the divided world

- communist movement.

The CP responded with
savage repression of anyone
who even talked to the

- After building = their
whole lives in the party “a
whole wall of ostracism”
separated them from party

“members:

“We lived m those first
under form of
pressure which is in many

RIS

1 riea s h-  f:

seaiedalhe

e
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respects the most terrific

that can be brought to bear -

against -a human being—
social ostracism from people

of one’s own kind.”

Cannon reports how this

pressure kept many sympa-

thisers within the CP away
from Trotskyism. The step
necessary to break from the

CP was just too great to

take.

Throughout tHis period
the Trotskyist movement
considered itself to be still
a faction of the Communist
Internatlonal |

Imtlal work
NOt until 1933 when

Hitler came to power with

hardly a ripple of opposi-
tion
Stalinist ranks did Trotsky
call for the building of a
new revolutionary internat-
ional. |

- The initial work of the

‘American Trotskyists was

therefore directed towards
the cadres of the Commun-
1st Party.

As we have seen the CP
used slander and ostracism
against the Trotskyists.
When that failed they tried
to use physical force:

“They sought to avoid
having to answer any argu-
ments by making
impossible for us to speak,
to write, to exist.”

‘The Trotskyists  sold
their papers outside the CP

Amerzcan workers m food queues durmg the Depression

developing in the

‘heaven,

- appealed to the good wi

-----

.....

headquarters in  Unio
Square., The Stalinists -werd
so surprised by the speed af

which The  Militan
appeared that for a fey
weeks sellers were lef
alone, | )

Then the physical attacks
began. Two womet

members were set upon
punched and kicked anc
driven away.

Frght after frght too
place as the Trotskyists
defended their programmeé
and perspective in the face
of the Stalinist terror.
 Not  content . wit
confronting the Trotskyists
on the streets the CP broke
into Cannon’s flat and stole
all his private papers, docu
ments, correspondence ang
records

As with the other tactrc
they wused, the physice
attacks rebounded on th
Stalinists:

“We scandalised th'e
mercilessly, cried to hig}
. publicised the ,
burglary and gangsteris
and made them wince wit
our exposures . . . We kne
how to exploit all these
things to good effect .. We

and communist conscience
of the members of the part
and began . recruiting the
people who came to us at
first as a protest against th
Stahmst procedure A

The _attacks on sellers
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and meetings went on until
- May 1929. When Cannon
. made a national tour the

Stalinists turned up at meet-
ings to wreck them.

- Defence guards were
formed and most of the
meetings went ahead
successfully.

- It was after a meeting in

- New York where a Stalinist
~-was so badly beaten that he
- ended up in hospital that

- the CP called a halt to the

: attacks convinced that they
. could not wipe out the
; Trotskyists as easily as had
| been thought.

Appeal

. Meanwhile every possible
- opening to carry the revol-

- utionary programme to the

- CP members was used.

<~ For example, in

- December 1928 the Plenum

‘mittee met in New York.
- Cannon, Schachtman and
~Abern turned up, knocked
~on the door and announced
. “We have come to appeal
against our expulsion.”
- The faction fight was still
- going on, and hoping that
 they could wuse Cannon’s
r_ previous association with
 Foster, the  Lovestone
factlon who were in a
;maj_onty, allowed Cannon
to take the floor.
~  He made a two-hour
' speech on behalf of all the
expelled. The speech was
-printed in the next issue of
 The Militant. |
On February 15, 1929 as
 the CP was prepanng its
'national convention the
Trotskyists published the
platform of their faction.
_In the short period from
the October expulsions
- every document of the Left
Opposition they could get
:hold of had been published.

Now a complete state-

. ment was drawn up.

Platform

It began with a declara-
tion of principles on an
'international scale—starting
with the Russian question
(the question of socialism in
lone country) and going
from there to the trade
mnion question in the US
pnd the detailed problems
pE party organisation.
i This was put forward in

w Militant as the faction
rTorm for the Communist
Ty coavanrion
By not turmng away
pom the party they kept in
jontact with the best ele-

ments there,

- of the party Central Com-

Trotsky";speaking,in Copenhagen in 1932

Further
recruits were made.,

Later in the year this

platform was the basic
document of the first
National Conference of the
Left Opposition in the
United States.

That first conference
held in Chicago in May
1929 was attended by 31
delegates and 17 alternates
from 12 cities representing a
total of about 100 members
throughout the country.

A leadership was elected

‘and the organisation named

“The Communist League of
America, Left Opposition of
the Communist Party”.

‘A central preoccupation
of this conference was the

“theoretical training of the

membership.

“. . no sooner had we
been expelled and begun to
fight the Stalinist bureau-
cracy than all kinds of

people wanted to join iis on

one little condition; that we
- turn our backs on the Soviet
-Union and on the Commun-

ist Party and build an anti-
communist organisation. We
could have recruited
hundreds of members in the
first days had we accepted

that condition.” B
- It was vital that the

nucleus of the US revolu-
tionary party was absolutely
clear on the gains of 1917

which remained in the

Soviet Union despite

bureaucratisation. B
Foundation

It was also necessary to

fight those who wanted to

turn away from the policy
of fighting as a faction of

the Communist Party,

In his History of
American Trotskyism,
Cannon places great

emphasis on the importance
of a firm theoretical foun-
dation on which to build.

He. shows how Trotsky-'
and grew

ism survived
precisely because - of an
understanding of the need
for a clear independent
working class programme.
Without such clarity
other forces such as the

Lovestone group who were

soon themselves expelled

from the CP (at the tlme of

the left turn) and who chose

-an opportunist attitude to

programme in order to
facilitate growth, fell apart
in the face of the twists and
turms of Stalinism and the
political situation generally
(Lovestone’s group voted to
dissolve itself in 1941).

Tendencies towards

- avoxding the difficult work

of remaining a faction of
the CP represented a bend-

ing under pressure of the

moment.
Problems
People who could not
stand up to pressure of this

sort would be politically
destroyed for the tasks to

come.

As we have said, the twin

themes of the Communist

League of America were the

Russian and trade union

questions.

The Trotskyists replied
to the CP’s ultra-leftist
position of ignoring the
American Federation of

Labour and instead building

“Red Trade Unions”, by

fighting for an understand-

ing that only by using the

existing formations could
the mass . of American
workers be reached.

The left turn had in fact
created problems for the
Trotskyists.

Many CP members and
sympathisers now  said
“Look, the party has
corrected itself, there is no
need for a separate organis-
ation”, 'Recruitment from
the Stalinists stopped and,

as the depression mounted

different

the CP grew.

Now opened a period of
increased hardship  for the
Trotskyist forces—“the dog-

days; of the Left Opposi-

tion”’ as Cannon called it.
‘The central emphasis was

placed on publishing
activity and theoretlcal
work.

- Despite enormous

financial difficulties printing
facilities were established
and even a whole book—
Trotsky’s ‘“Problems of the

Chinese Revolution” was

produced.
Economical
The May 1929 confer-

ence . had decided on a
propaganda

orientation.
Cannon places great
emphasis on economical use

of forces. The question at

the conference was “What
concsete task shall we set
for 100 people?”

Firstly it was decided
that the CP remain the

focus for activity. |
“ . . the road to the
masses leads through the

vanguard and not over 1ts~

head”.

- This period has often

been misunderstood by later

would-be Trotskyist forces.
In today’s  entirely

tional Spartacist Tendency
in particular like to draw a
parallel between their
Obsessive preoccupation
with propaganda directed at
other left groups today and
the correct orientation of
Cannon’s group towards the
CP.

- The Spartacists believe
that a ‘‘vanguard” is con-
tained within the various

largely petty-bourgeois sub-

jectively revolutionary
groups today in the same
way that it was at that time
to be found in the mass

-Communist Parties.

Vanguard

But this is profoundly
incorrect. In the late 1920
and early 1930°s the

political vanguard of the

working class was to be
found in the Communist
Parties. These parties had
been formed  hardly a
decade previously by
thousands of people under

The Wall Street Crash
the impact of a successful

~ seizure of state power in

Russia, |
The Bolsheviks  had

immense authority amongst

the most militant workers.

Thus not-only were these

parties the political
vanguard; they were also in
many cases the physical
vanguard of the class. Com-
munist Parties organised and
led many thousands of
working class fighters.

"-.‘_

conditions, the
- sectarians of the Interna-

of  the
period”,

Stalin mth cromes at the Black Sea

It was absolutely neces-

sary to petsist even in the
most adverse conditions

‘with a sharp orientation to
‘those forces. |
Even after the Trotsky-.

ists declared the need for a
new Internatlonal it was

‘necessary to pay particular

attention to work amongst
the Stalinists.

The situation today is
quite different. The various
“Trotskyist” groupings have
their origins in the post-war
crisis and disintegration of
the Trotskyist movement.

Moreover, the relation-
ship of any of these forces.

to the working class is in no
way comparable to”that of
the main CPs of the 1920’
and 1930’s.

Fetish

So while for us today,
and polemics

iiscussion
with other forces has an
important part to play in

the reconstruction of the

Fourth International, our
prime orientation is the
practical and theoretical re-
establishment of  the
Trotskyist tradition, the
fight for the Trotskyist
programme and method, in

the day to day struggles of*

the working class.
Another fetish of the

Spartacists is then' concept

pmpagandlst

By thls they mean that
before any serious attempt
can be made to fight for
leadership in the daily grind
of the class struggle

“cadres’’ must be accumul-

~ated (from other = left

groups) and  ““trained”
theoretically in isolation
from the class struggle in
preparation for their future

role as leaders of - the

workers struggle.

In defence of this orien-
tation the sectarians con-
tinually  throw at the
authentic Trotskyists of the
WSL the claim that in this

approach they follow in the

tradition of
Cannon.

James P.

At. the May. 1929 con-

ference as we have said,

the Commumst League of
America set itself the task

of concentrating its fire on
the membership
Communist Party.

‘Their method was as

follows: “We set ourselves

the task of propaganda not
agitation.” |

In the next part of this

series we will go into this
question in more detail, but
we can make a few bref

‘comments here.

today’s sectarians

of the |

For while Cannon does

‘say that with few members

it was not possible to do
mass work, he also has this
to say about the political

- situation in which they were
- working.

“We had no chance what-
ever to participate in the
mass movement. Wherever

we tried to get into a

workers® organisation we
would be expelled as coun-
ter-revolutlonary Tro tsky-
ists.

We tried to send dele-
gations to the unemployed
meetings. Our credentials
would be rejected on the
grounds that we were
enemles of the workmg
class.” |

In addition to this
Cannon argues that: |

““. .. there was great stag-

nation in the general labour
movement. There were no

strikes. The workers were
quiescent. They were not
interested in any theoretical
questions. They were not
interested in any actlons at
that time™,

Not parallel

‘Despite the longing of
for a
similar period of quiescence,
in no way could the
situation faced by Cannon
be parallel with that obtaln-
ing today.
-~ OQur own movement
with only slender forces, has
shown that it is p0381ble to

play: an important role in

the events of }oday’s class
struggie—much’ to the anger
of sectarians and bureau-
crats alike.

However, the attitude of"

the Cannon group: to mass
work must be more closely
assessed.

Mass work

It was around this ques-
tion that the Communist
League of America clashed
with another  grouping
which claimed to be the real
representatlves of the Left

Opposition in the USA.
- The next part in this
series will take us up to the

launching of mass work by
the Trotskyists. It will deal

with the debates between

Albert Weisbord’s Commun-
ist League of Struggle and
the Communist League of
America, the mgmflcance of
the pomts at issue and

lessons for today.
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Excited by the appear-
ances of the revolutionary
overthrow of the Batista
~dictatorship in Cuba and
the steps towards national-
isation  that ed
' leaders of the US Socialist
Workers Party devised the

concept that Fidel Castro

had “naturally’”” become a
Marxist—even an “‘uncon-
scious Trotskyist”. .

~ lgnoring the close inter-

play between Castro’s policies

and the powerful political and
economic support given to the
new Cuban regime by the
Soviet Union, the SWP leader-
ship seized on his left dema-
gogy, sand the progressive
measures taken within Cuba to
stamp out vestiges of support
for US imperialism, to hold
Castro up as an.anti-Stalinist.

They ceased to call for the

construction of an indepen-
dent Trotskyist party in Cuba
—and instead sought to play a
-role as a pressure group within
Castro’s political movement.

Appearance

Such positions were wrong
at the time, and can_ be seen
more clearly to be wrong now.
But they did fit in with the
superficial ~  appearance of

events in Cuba—even: though
real

failing "to grasp the
content of those events.

But now, nearly 20 years |

later, SWP leaders are still
vigorously defending Castro
and his  policies  against

criticism, insisting, in spite of

even the most obvious facts,

that Cuban policy in Africa in -
in Ethiopia in

general and
particular is: | | ‘_

“an internationalist policy,
a policy that aids the African
revolution, and by extension

the world socialist revolu-

tion”, | o
- These words, by SWP
‘theoretician’ Ernest Harsch,
were writters even while Cuban
troops were using Soviet arms
to back up the reactionary
Derg military dictatorship and
crush the Eritrean liberation
struggle!

" Papered over

But these positions are the
official position of the SWP—
_whose leaders have now
papered over their. political
differences with the leadership
of the ‘United’ Secretariat of
the Fourth
(USFI) from which they are
prevented from affiliation by
reactionary US legislation.

A 300 page book just
published by Pathfinder Press
contains a collection of
writings by leading SWP
member Joseph Hansen a// of
which  contain this
position on Castro. o

During the 1960s the SWP

ot oniy printed Castro’s
speeches  but consistently
defended them against
criticism:

“Each speech serves a
definite political purposs,
connectsd atways with
mobilising support for the
defence or deepening of the

an President Neto

followed,
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‘revolution. Each point in each
‘speech

is logically placed.
Every explanation and every
illustration is admirably
chosen. to drive the points

home.”’ |
| (p.121, 1961).
The SWP went even
further, however, and

suggested that Castro offers a
solution to the working class

fighting capitalism or the
Stalinist bureaucracy. In a
passage ironically and

'cru'sr!ingly refuted by the

course of events,
argued in 1960: | |
- “With such a relationship

‘Hansen

\of forces, the fear that Cuba

may fall like a ripe fruit into
the hands of Kruschev does
not seem well founded. It is
more likely that the Cuban
example will prove to be a
fresh source of inspiration to
the Russian workers .in their
own struggle to win back the

.democracy they knew under

Lenin and Trotsky.” {p.54)
- On Latin America, Hansen

- Wiote:

“They have done well, too,
in inspiring defence of the

Cuban revolution on the

continent. From Mexico to

Chile and Argentina, Cuba has

become a key issue in public
life. In all likelihood, the
next revolution in any of the
Latin American countries witl

‘tend to follow the militant

example of Cuba rather than
that of Guatemala, where 3
compromising attitude
towards the old ruling circles
and their armed forces
faciditated restoration of
réaction.”” (p.60).

And on a worid scale, too,
Cuba was held up as the

e -, . 7 : .
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k ablaze in Prague 1968—

‘Part two/of a review by Tony Richardson of “Dynamics of the
Cuban Revolution—the Trotskyist View” .by Joseph Hansen,

<

answer to the problems of the
workers’ movement.

“A highly dynamic revol-
ution, it can, by following the
natural lines of its defence
through revolutionary politics
on the international scene, add
qualitatively new force to the
colonial revolution, to the
defence of the
countries against imperialist
attack, and to the struggle for
world-wide socialism.”

(p.77)

Holding these impressionist

and anti-Trotskyist positions, -
it was hardly surprising that in

1967 Hansen could write
enthusiastically in support of
the Havana conference of the
Organisation = of Latin
American Solidarity (OLAS)—
a Cuban-sponsored initiative
to group together guerrillaists
and ‘revolutionary’ organisa-
tions from Latin America, and
attended by delegations from
other workers’ states " and
international organisations.

- Step forward

Hansen
OLAS conference as “an
encoaraging achievement and
a step forward for the world

revolution’’, And in reply to:

the magazine Monthly Review,

which had said that Castro was

effectively launching a ‘Fifth
International’, Hansen replied
only that OLAS: |
*“. . . has much to accom-
plish before the claim can
/ seriously be advanced that it
constitutes a  new
International.” (p.226)
Raising criticisms on the
question of the industrial prol-
etariat, the Stalinist bureau-

Castro endorsed the K reml}n intervention ..

Soviet

described  the

RN
REEH SN

cracies-," the revolution  in
Western Europe and demo-

‘Cratic centralism, he went on:

“It is to be. hoped that.
OLAS will take up these
problems. | think that it is

completely in the logic of the

progress already made by the

Tricontinental and OLAS con-

ferences to turn towards
serious consideration of these
problems”, (p.227) |

Guerrillaism

- With not only Hanseh, but
the whole USFI leadership
finding itself swept along with |

this. “current”, and drawing up

great schemas through which
the Castroite forces would
‘provide ready-made

revolutionary parties, it is

P e o,

Castro’s chosen ally in
Ethiopia—-Derg leader
Mengistu.

published by Pathfinder Press in paperback.

small wonder that at the 1969
USF | World Congress guerrilla-
ism was actually adopted as

- the policy of the Latin
American sections.
In arguing against this

policy Hansen found himself
tied hand and foot by his
earlier false positions. Far
from realising his dreams of
Castro coming over to

Trotskyism, the real world had

seen the ““Trotskyists’”’ of the
USF | effectively going over to
Castro! -

It was at this point that

Hansen came out with his first

real attack on Castro,
dropping for a while the
approach  of seeking _to
persuade this

Pointing out the attractive
power of the Cuban revolu-
tion for the youth, and the

failure of the Castroites to
- understand

Stalinism, he
declared:

_ “AN of this fostered ultra-
leftism and even an anti-
political attitude among the
youth drawn into the orbit of
the Cuban revolution, partic-

" ularly in Latin America’”,

o {p.248, 1970)

He claims it is necessary to
go through the experience
with the youth. But the SWP
actively misled youth into
illusions  on Castro and
Stalinism. '-

It was, in “particular,
Hansen himself who contin-
uously praised Castro, even
after his 1966 attacks on
Trotskyism as ‘‘a vulgar instru-

- ment of imperialism and reac-

tion’”” at the Tricontinental
conference.

proclaimed OLAS:

- dictatorship in

“natural
Marxist” to adopt SWP policy.

T - W W T . -— e =

It was Hansen who
“v . . a definitive break
with the treacherous leader-
ships whose advocacy ' of
“peaceful coexistence’ really
signifies a line of maintsining
the status quo and doing
everything possible to block
the masses from taking the,

road to.revolution”.

OLAS

It was MHansen who said that
OLAS would “facilitate a re-
groupment of revolutionary
forces in Latin America and

speed up their development
~along programmatic lines [!]*

| (p.226)
Yet in 1969 Hansen, with no

-expianation, tried to turn round

and adrgue that: | |

“in short, the Cubans have
not yet settled accounts with
Stalinism.” - .

Of course between 1987 and
1969 a whole number of major
changes—both in the USA with
the emergence of the anti-war

 movement, and internationally,

with the 1968 French General
Strike and the ‘Prague Spring"’
had taken place. |

The Stalinist intervention in
Czechoslovakia had in fact
drawn out the most obvious
evidence that Castro had
become integrated into the
Kremlin’s political orbit.

Regretted |

N

"Yet in a 23 page article
dealing with Castro’s speech
defending the  Soviet interven-
tion, Hansen does not once
condemn = Castro. Instead,
making the point that the Czech
invasion was one of the worst
crimes of Stalinism, Hansen
lamely adds: | |

“It is to be regretted that
Castro does not see this. Perhaps
he will come to this view as

~ more facts accumulate.” (p.378)

And though his general
introduction does offer mealy-
mouthed criticism of some of
the regimes that Castro has
supported—such as Allende’s -

Popular Front, Neto’s regime in

Mengistu
Ethiopia—

Angola and = the
Hansen still talks of:

“. . . the efforts made by the
Cuban leadership to defend .
their revolution by extending
it.”” (p.8). | |

~And Hansen contludes by
arguing against’ a political
revolution in Cuba for the over-
throw of the Castro bureau-
cracy. Instead he calls vaguely
for a “’Leninist-type party that
guaranteed internal demo-
cracy”’, |

Dogmatism

- Despite nearly' twenty years

in which practical experience

has exposed the hollowness of
their analysis and refuted the
impressionist ideas on which it.
was based, the USFI leaders,
still cling rigidly to their false
position on-Cuba. S

Pabloite empiricism has thus
turned to a form of stubborn
dogmatism whose mirror image
is to be found in the Workers
Revolutionary Party 'leadership

—who insist to this day that

Cuba remains a capitalist state
in which Castro is a new Batistal

Hansen’s collection of mis-
leading and confused writings
on Cuba are, in short, further
eloquent testimony to the need

- to reconstruct the Fourth Inter-

national on the basis of a return
to the Marxist method and the
principles of the Transitional

1

Programme. |

Concluded
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- My  association
“never knowingly
recruits homosexual
. teachers’.  So said the

leader of the National
Association of School-
masters, I'erry Casey, in

a scandalous Radio 4

interview last week.

This reactionary and
sinister attack on the rights
of gay teachers was
launched in response to a
“kit>> of information and
films produced by the Cam-
paign . for Homosexual
Equality (CHE) for use in
school sex education.

Proposition 6

witch-hunting
frighteningly

" Casey’s
- words were

reminiscent of the recent

The Common Market

has been an
increasingly to the fore
in lreland over recent
months.

The “wxll he" won t he?”
haggling by Irish Premier

‘fJack  Lynch  over . the

European Monetary System.

(EMS) ended last week with

a decision to remain outside
failing to extract -
substantial sums of cash aid

—after

from the richer EEC
countries (see p.5).

But at the same time the
groundwork is being laid for
‘the elections to the so-called
“European Parliament”, to

be held next June.

Irish participation in the

felections is part of an effort
1by both the British imper-
ialist oppressors in the occu-
Ipied six counties and by
their lackeys in Lynch’s
government in the 26
counties to tie Ireland more

firmly into the economic/

military bloc of European
capitalism.

| This will have the effect
tof strengthening all those
forces opposing the war of

national liberation now

Jcarrying. on in the.
counties, and propping up
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campaign for “Proposition
6’ in California which
would—had it been passed—
have produced the sacking
of all homosexual teachers
from California. |
That campaign  was
orgamsed by the far right.

‘Unacceptable risk

But it was opposed by
almost the whole of the

~California trade union
movement,
Casey, however, wants

the same result while at the
same time posing as a
defender of the interests of
teachers.

“I wouldn’t want them
persecuted” he said,

And then in the next
breath he added that:

“They are an unaccept-
able risk in the teaching

the bourgeois regime in the
South.

Recognising this line-up,
Sinn Fein has declared itself
clearly for an active boycott

-of the June elections, and,

according to the paper An
Phoblacht, has made moves

to mternatlonahse such a

campa1gn at a recent ‘meet-
ing in Turin.
The Sinn Fein delegate

pointed out that the main
effects of the

"EEC in
Ireland have been to raise
the cost of living, weaken
native Irish industry at the
expense of multinationals,

~ throw open Ireland’s fishing

waters to superior EEC
fleets and undermine Irish
neutrality (Ireland being the

only EEC country not a
member of NATO).
Hostility

And in turn the EEC
brings NATO support for
the British occupying army,
and European pressure on
the British government not
to surrender to Irish libera-
tion forces.

With hostility against the
EEC rising amongst Irish
people—particularly in view

- of the failure of promised

American workers demonstrate on gay rights

9

profession . . .

Why anti-gay bigots such
as Casey should believe that
homosexual teachers are
any greater ‘“‘risk” than their
heterosexual - colleagues is
not explained.

Absurd argument

Doubtless it is part of the
reactionary " bourgeois

mythology that depicts gays.

as incapable of controlling
their sexual feelings, while

fights for

“normal” people  are
supposedly well-balanced,
Soaring rape statistics
scarcely help this absurd
argument, which feeds

largely on ignorance about |

homosexuality—an -
ignorance which the CHE
“kit” for schools is designed
to combat,

Terry Casey, however,
has shown that he is an

unacceptable risk for those

teachers whom he claims to

EEC election

help for small farmers to
materialise—the boycott
campaign can play

important role in the fight

to break Ireland free of
- imperialist domination.

But to go further than a
protest gesture the boycott
campaign must be
connected to a fight for a
series of  transitional
demands pointing the way
forward for the Irish work-

.mg class and small farmers
in  their

struggle  with

British, European and Irish

capitalism. ..
Such demands’ must

~include the fight for the

protection of living
standards through a sliding
scale’ of wages, providing

.increases to keep pace with
assessed by

inflation as
elected trade union and
housewives’ committees.

- They must include resis-
tance to all redundancies
and sackings through occu-
pation of  threatened

factories; and the fight for

the opening of the books of
Irish and multinational
firms to trade union com-
mittees to show the
necessity for them to be
nationalised, without com-

pensation, under workers’

boycott

- achlevable

campaign for an

management. - |

And unemployment
must be challenged through
the call for a crash
programme of useful public
works, creating . new jobs
throughout the 32 counties
of Ireland.

Trotskylst party

Such demands pointing
to the need for a planned,
socialist economy in a
united workers’ republic of
Ireland, are of course un-
. without . the
removal of all British troops
from the occupied six
counties,

- Sinn Fein
active
boycott and their objective,
which An
describes as: -

“., . . acting in coopera-
tion with kindred organisa-
tions in Europe,

mantle the EEC totally”

While the

is in general correct, it is

necessary to build a

Trotskyist party in Ireland

capable of - mobmsmg the
working class in the struggle

for a revolutionary socialist

alternative to capitalism and
th¢ Common Market.

.represent. o right

head -fresh attacks on gays

Page 9
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leaders.

The press attempts to use

the Thorpe case to spear- the need

“wing trade

- union

His sinister attack shows |

to fight in the

~trade unions, especially the

unions, for the
all workers and
determine their
orientation

coupled with the intensive t€achers’
barrage of propaganda by rights of
both Labour and Tory VYouth to det
leaders i extolling the OWID sexual

of the bourgeois
suggest that
Casey’s outburst is likely to
be only the first of a succes- ~ -
sion of similar attacks by 0

wsL

virtues
family wunit

and the Lynch
governm ent

Phoblacht

to dis-

without fear of any form of
discrimination.

Writings on |
the Fourth
International

Fourth International: Problems and :
Tasks: S

The first WSL document attemptmg to
draw an objective balance sheet of the .
post-war history of the Trotskyist Inter-
national, and analyse the roots of its
current crisis. Adopted by the Founding
Conference of the WSL, in late 1975,
Published as three supplements to Soc-

~1alist Press. Price 15p plus 10p p&p.
‘ : ' 4

Aspects of the History of the FI:
~ Based on a lecture by John Lister to
the WSL 1977 Summer School, this

‘article attempts to examine in more -

detail the departure from the Marxist
method -carried out by’ Michel Pablo
and the majority  of the International
Secretariat of the F! in the period
followmg‘ the Yugoslavian ‘break’ with
Stalin in 1948. The article shows the
methodological connection between the
positions which led to the 1953 split in-
the International, -and those which
opened the door for  the opportunist
‘reunification’ of 1963.

| Published in Trotskyism Today No 2,
~march 1978. Pnce 50p plus 15p p&p

. The Poisoned Well:

The document drafted by the Workers

gSoe:allst League for submission to the

pre-conference discussion of the USFI
Xith World Congress  — exposing the
political bankruptcy and opportunism of
both of the previous main factions within -

~_ the USFI. Pointing out that the common

factor of each of the self-styled ‘Fourth
Internationals’ is their departure from

the method and principles on which the
Fl was founded this article calls for
serious steps towards the reconstructlon

. of the International.

Publlshed in Trotskyism Today No 3,‘ |
July 1978 Pnce 60p plus 15p p&p.

| Al avail,ab/e:ffom the WSL,
31 , Dartmouth Park Hill, London NW5
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stifle
in NUS

the National Union
‘increases and the abolition §

‘of Students annual con-
.terence has seen the
developmentof the role
of the Broad Left
- Stalinists,
Tories and reformists.

| Through = bureaucratic
bludgeoning which would

cheer -the heart of Citrine,
Jack Jones or Len Murray,
they have retained their
hold—but only against a
barrage of criticism of their
policy of “responsible nego-
tiations” and their failure to
mobilise any  students
against cuts, unemployment

or rent rises,

- There is no doubt that

\

‘tionary bureaucratic career-
ists will be toppled. |
But the question facing
students is how and on what
basis to do this, as they
themselves move into action

- for higher grants and lower |

rents. |

During the . Executwe
report the Stalinists and
their social democratic allies
were continually attacked
for their failure to respond
or give a lead to students
unions faced with attacks
on their right to organise
and their living standards.

The anger of militant
students came to a head in
the discussion of “catering
and residence® when a
series of students
complained that they had

been on rent strike since the ,

beginning of term against
increases in hall fees of up
to 20% but had received no

support from the NUS
Executive,
These students

condemned the EC for their
refusal to coordinate this
action, or even to circulate
- mformatlon on Hall fee
actions.

Penny Cooper Stalinist
treasurer of the NUS res-
ponded by admitting “the
National Executive did not
attempt to cocrdinate the
London actions™.

She blamed the member-
ship for -not giving her the
information and said it was

"not the job of the National
Executive to lead such
‘actions! -

In the grants and cuts
debate, Cooper and Co,
turned the argument around
to say that they were trying
to lead a campaign, but the
members wouldn’t respond!
- The Broad Left policy on
grants was eventually passed

—~with about one-third of
voting -

‘'the  conference
~ against.

This pohcy contamed a.

. cretionary” awards. |
- made no demand for grants
-to be

sooner or later these reac-

“announced

Deputy
Christie, was that it was a

ight

series of demands for grant

of anomalies such as dis-
But it

protected against
inflation.

Furthermore the strategy
for campaigning on grants
will  continue to be
restricted to publicity stunts
and individual discussions
with MPs and mmlsters of
state,

The main opposmon to
this came from the IMG-led

Socialist Students Alliance.

- However, as Mick
Archer,
member admitted, their
amendment did not contain
any different demands to
those of the Broad Left!

The only difference was
more militant phraseology,
and an abstract call for
mass campaigning by linking
the fight to the trade union
movement,

In the debate on educa-

“tion and youth unemploy-

the Broad Left
their

support for all the instru-

ment

ments used by the govern-

ment to provide a smoke-
screen for its policies.
Rejecting even the most
tepid mobilisation against
such policies proposed by
the SSA and the SWP, they
supported the Manpower
Services Commuission-and all

other available diversions.

‘Mandate

- The extreme of bureau-
cratic control was felt in a{
discussion oni

truncated
Northern Ireland,

The EC had refused to

carry out a mandate to sup-
port the International
Tribunal on °
Presence in Ireland.
Their reasons,
- President  Alan
“front” for the ‘‘sectanan
Troops Out Movement™,
- The clear dereliction of
democracy was compound-
ed by the Broad Left
Stalinists who through a
series of bureaucratic man-
oeuvres and regimented
votes bludgeoned through
their policy with only one
brief speech being allowed
against what they had done.
By centring the Irish
discussion on the question

~of the Tribunal the IMG
now

and others have
allowed the NUS to use the
charge of ‘‘sectarianism” to
move away altogether from
any campaign in opposition

to the military occupat1on.

of Ireland.

‘member of

- SSA Execufive §

“of office,
‘membership consistently against
~all management attacks,

full |

Brtaln's | oty for the bullding

put by

- programme  of

- Last week the chairman,
secretary and one other
the Waest
London Hospital NUPE
branch were sacked.

The branch responded with

'all-om strike action (joined by

AUEW members) with support-

ing action in the neighbouring
Charing Cross Hospital. |

This move by the hospital
management - represents the

most serious attack in recent
years on trade unionists in the

health service, striking at the

basic right of hospital workers
10 organise.

The sacked leadership of the
branch—Stan Hunt and Alan
Pinfold—have  established a
principled record in their time
-defending their

leading the branch. out on strike
in response to the  raid on
Hounslow Hospital earlier in the

-year.

These are the underlying

reasons behind the sackings, and

it is vital that these militants are
defended with immediate action

throughout the London health

service.
The sackings are the direct
result of a long-running dispute

over ‘clocking-in’ at the hospital -
‘which came to strike action in

the summer when management

© Quite
unique!

We're
that fights patiently and relent-
of a
Trotskyist party capable . of
mobilising the working class in
the struggle for state power and
the astablishment of a socialist
society.

In doing so, the WSL slone

. 'frauklv, we're

does not shrmk from head-on

batties with the existing leaders
of the working class — whether
these be ‘teft’ talking Labourites
union bureaucrats, or Stalinists
of the Communist Party.

In these batties we set out to

- prove to workers both in theory
and in practice the necessity for

a new leadership and for a
transitional
demands which, sterting from.
today's - problems and today'’s

consciousness within the work-
lead workers in-
struggle to grasp the need for
‘socislist revolution.

ing class,

- For this reason, though we
are smaller than some self-styled
‘revolutionary’ groups, the WSL

“has featured in the forefront of

pov strugom in Brituh Leyland,

| duc ked»

‘the authorities bhad still

and

~working conditions  of

the only movem ent

10% ofv ancillary
workers pay due totheir refusal

to -return to the clock after a
- six-month experimental scheme.
: of trailing

After months
through ACAS and the courts,
not
repaid the back-pay by Novem-
ber.
About a month ago

off the central heatmg at the
hospital.

Management  immediately
embarked on a well-prepared
plan to evacuate the patients to
a nearby hospital.

Sacked

Last week, with the patients

“all returned and the dispute

temporarily settled it was
announced out of the blue that
the worker who allegedly shut
down the boiler was to be
sacked, along with the branch

- secretary and chairman-—not for

anything to do with the dispute,
but because of their general
‘work record’.

it is obvious that these
sackings are a blatant attempt

at victimisation, and that the

dispute itself is only a pretext
used by management to get rid
of the branch leadership who
‘have consistently defended the
their
members

hy join the WSL?

in the fight against the sale of

jobs by TUC leaders, in the
struggle against the cuts, in
unionisation struggles,
the fight against bureaucratic

dictatorship within the unions.

- This method of approach -

rejecting any descent to simple
trade unioh militancy, and any

form of concession to the

counter-revolutionary reformist
or Stalinist bureaucracy — is of
course essential for the working
class not .only in Brttam but
intarnationally . -

In taking up mternat;onal
issues the WSL points out not
only the obligation of British
workers to support the Iirish

liberstion. struggle and revolut-
“jonary struggles such as those in

Iran and Southem Africa, but
also the necessity for the recon-
struction of the Trotskyist

" Fourth International as the org-
anising centrée of the worid
party of soc:ahst revolution.

The WSL is not the biggest

- movement on the left in Britain

nor is it the easiest to be a:
member of. But in its approach
to both theorv and practice it is
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the
branch responded by shutting

and in

- more

|. INDUSTRIAL NEWS

Other hospital
London have gone off the clock
in recent months without the

- slightest .hint of trouble and the

plans for evacuation had been
prepared well before the

- summer—which highlights.- the

cynical disregard by manage-
ment for the welfare of the

patients when it comes to the

serious business of victimisa-

~ tion.,

~ This is borne out by the
huge press and media campaign

- which has surrounded the strike,

with front_page personal attacks
on the sacked workers in the
‘national press.

An example of the orches-
trated nature of the press witch-

hunt was given on Thursday

morning when a handful of
women arrived at the picket
line in a van, and paraded in
front of the hospital with push-
chairs for the benefit of the
flotilla of bourgeois press
reporters who arrived at the
same tlme

- Posed

They posed for the cameras
for about 15 minutes—touting
‘patients before politics’ banners

3

~and then they: left, along wuth

the reporters!
It s obwous that
“hospital management and Area

Health Authonty have dellber-

the only really serious revol-
utionary movement.

When vyou look at the

struggles now under way and

the problems faced by the wor-
king  class, the necesslty for a
principled leadership is udmis-
takeable. -

WHY NOT JOIN US" Fill

in the form below for more

details, or approach your local
branch, who will gladly supply
information sbout our
programme, pohcws and per-

- spectives.

groups in

the

- NUPE,
iate, all-London health service

. b4
- ".'_'/.‘.:: .
,.3;;15%:-_., R
‘I'Qt"'.r

ately t:med thls attack on trade -
- unionism to
future action on pay in the |

coincide - with
health service unions. N
This makes it vitally
important that immediate wide- -
spread action is taken for thelr
complete reinstatement.
Throughout the history of -

-~ the dispute, the official NUPE

leadership have repeatedly

- shown that they are both incap-

able and unwilling to defend
these militants. |

l:;vacuation'

Although the dispute has
already led to two strikes and
the evacuation of patients, the
NUPE leadership has made no
attempt to circulate health
service branches and emphasise
the central

dispute.
They have repeatedly turned |
to ACAS, industrial tribunals

“and the bou_rgaois courts in a

desperate attempt to find an
individual solution to what is a
class problem, affecting trade
unjonists throughout the health
servlce.

Their scandalous record is
highlighted by the fact that at
present, they have refused to
give full offnclal backmg to the
strlke A .

All-London strike

The only way to av0|d the
isolation of those  victimised
trade unionists is to force the
leadership, by ipassing resolu-
tions through Divisions, .Area
Committees and branches of
to sponsor an immed-

stewards conference to plan a
programme of London-wide
strike action for the full . re-
instatement of the three trade
unionists.

~ All  NUPE - branches in

- London must be circulated and -
informed of the seriousness of - -
 the

. victimisation, and its
relation to future pay struggles.

It must be stressed again that
the union officials cannot be

_trusted to ‘instigate this action

without the sharpest possible
pressure from the dismissed

~branch officials and strikers.
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Oxford
“hospital
fight

The‘

mittee which is cam-

 paigning to save the

local geriatric hospital

‘from the axe of theé.
Oxtordshire

~ Area
Health Authority. is
holding public meetings

“m Witney and Oxford

this week, with a
demonstration through
Oxford on Saturday.
This demonstration starts
at 1 p.m. outside the
Cowley = Road
hospital whose closure by

the AHA has already been

announced.
A meeting of Oxford’s

 health service trade union-

ists last week, chaired by
Pat Ward, chairman of the

"NUPE branch which covers

the Cowley Rd. Hospital,
decided to set up a support

- committee for Cowley Road

similar fo that at
Longworth. o o
This was an obvious

embarrassment to Ward,
who, along with NUPE
Executive meémber Betty
Ward (a part-time worker at
Cowley Road) has previous-
ly claimed thaq, Cowley
Road - workers have

““accepted’ its closure,

The Longworth Support

Committee hopes to mobil-

ise health service workers
throughout Oxfordshire as
well as other trade _unio-nists

Longworth |
- Hospital Support Com-

~ register
. since the implications of voting

- Leyland is
geriatric -

Page 11

Confusnon relgns

on new BL pay

ballot |

Mass meetings  at
Leyland’s Cowley Assembly
Plant last week were
strongly recommended to

vote ‘No’ in the company’s

ballot which is taking place
this week.

It is quite clear from these
meetings that Cowley will
a strong ‘No’ vote—

‘ves’—to acceptance of a new
grading structure and the loss of

7000 ,  jobs—have been
explained.
But the overall wvote in

acceptance _
complete lack of information at

Longbridge {where the workers
~ are being recommended to vote
in favour) and ‘at the other

major plants

Not settled

But the question will not be
settled by this vote as far as

many workers opposed to the
grading structure are concerned..

" Bob Fryer, the TGWU senior
steward at the Assembly Plant
in Cowley told the mass
meetings that he would be
calling  together production

‘workers to fight the splitting of

production workers into two

grades.
He also promised to back

"~ any section acting to defend its

manning standards.

No lead
In the neighbouring Body

Plant, however, the leadership is

giving no lead over the loss of
jobs. .
As a result the management

“work areas,

-plant  of

likely to be for
because of the

is succeedlng,
in getting rid of
labour wnthout replacement

But mass meetings in that
3,600 production

workers voted, with only four
votes against, in support of the
stewards’ position of opposing

the introduction of two grades

of production workers.
Similar

voted . unammously to oppose
their position

- structure.,’ |

Alt " unofficial stﬁke |

by nine delivery men is
taking  place at
Cooplands |
Scarborough, the North
East coast holiday
resort.

Drivers, all members of

“the TGWU, took this action

after a year’s frustrated
efforts to get management
to recognise the union.

The strike began on 8
November  when three
drivers were sacked after
refusing to carry out extra

deliveries brought about by

the then impending bakers’
strike,

After their dismissal, six
other delivery men came
out in support responding

- to threats by management.

»

in some time-

mass .meetings of .
Body Plant forklift truck drivers

in the grading

bakery in '

-a 5.30 am,

~

Tom Durkin, a member

. of the Communist Party and

a leading member of
GLATC was arrested Jast

Frlday

His arrest—for being the
7th person on the picket line at

- Garner’s Haymarket restaurant—

is the direct responsibility of
fellow Stalinist and TGWU
Regional Secretary Sid Staden,
whose = agreement with the

police to limit the picket lines

union
fight

Though
recognises the

- management

nise the TGWU, which the

- drivers feel is the appropri-
~ ate union for them,

Since the strike began,
the strikers have maintained
to midnight
picket at the bakery.

They have also had some
success in

getting in to the bakery.

- As yet the strike has not
been made official by the
TGWU.,

class has

- Bakers
Union, they refuse to recog-

getting flour
blacked and have stopped
" regular supplies of fuel from
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to six-strong has given scabs and
police a blank cheque to harass
and intimidate

“supporters.

The consequences of this
scandalous agreement, was
exposed throughout the ‘‘Day
of Picketing’’ called by GLATC
and the Region 1 of the TGWU.

The police, clearly acting on
strict instructions to prevent
anything resembling a mass
picket to form,
vicous attacks on pickets to

_enforce their restrictions of six

per restaurant.

However, by arresting the

- bewildered Durkin along with

14 other pickets, the ruling
| arrogantly thrown
down a challenge that parallels

the arrest of Scargill and Audyey

One time right wing

convenor and darling of
the Duaily Mail,
| lett the BL
Cowley Assembly Plant

. Reg
Parsons,

last ¥riday, isolated, dis-
credited and defeated.

He had been given volun-
tary redundancy payment
by BL management.

It is understood that he
is to join the management

of Rank Hovis McDougall

under ~ Geoff  Whallen,
formerly Industrial Rela-
tions Director of BL, and

now a director of RHM.

Parsons was a renegade
from  the Trotskyist

“Socialist Labour League. He

became a  noted witch-
hunter and strike breaker.

- He climbed to notorniety
in- 1974 - when

“anti-communist

TGWU

Deputy Convenor Alan
Thornett was V1ct1mlsed by
BL management.

‘When Thornett’s section
struck, Parsons called a
meeting of the paint shop,
where he was steward, and
denounced . Thornett in an
- speech—
soon to become a famlllar
theme.

' After supporting the
reactionary ‘“Cowley wives”
strike breaking stunt,

- Parsons- penned the witch-

hunting letter to Jack Jones

- which triggered a chain of
“events leading to a Regional

Inquiry and the calling of
fresh convenors’ elections
under the spotlight of a
national press campaign

against Thornett and the

plant convenor Bob Fryer.
Parsons, the chosen

idol of the

nominee of the press, the
TGWU bureaucracy .and the
company, was  elected
convenor and became the
reactionary
gutter press and the tele-
vision channels,

Enjoying the full support
of TGWU General Secretary
Jack Jones, Region 5 Secre-
tary Brlpan Mathers and
Oxford District Secretary
David Buckle, he set out fo

“drive the Trotskyists out
of the plant™.

In the summer of 1976

he victimised four stewards

and claimed that ‘“he had
put the Trots to bed for

good”.
A vyear later, and yet
another Reg10nal Inquiry

later, Parsons set up another
new TGWU branch in the
plant in an attempt to

destroy the 5/293 which

- of members

EPITAPH FOR A STOOGE

was now  chaired by
Thornett. | | |
But since 1974 things

had changed. The majority
refused to

. move, .-
~ When Parsons banned
Alan Thornett from

stewards’ meetings he was
heavily discredited  as
Thornett’s whole section

struck and turned up for the

meeting.

Shortly afterwards,  in
December last year Parsons
found himself voted out. of

office.

Fryer was re-elected
convenor and Alan Thomett
his deputy.

The reply of Parsons and

the TGWU bureaucracy was
to trump up charges against
them and. seven other
militants (the Cowley 9)
and recommend that they

..]F

be barred

Parsons’ departure from

the factory comes at a time.{
- when it has become clear

that the victimisation cam-
paign has floundered and
action against Thornett or
Fryer near  impossible
because of the mass support
they retain in the plant.

- Involved 1s° not the
-demise of an individual antl-

communist.
Parsons’ departure
symbolises the end of a

determined attempt by the
TGWU bureaucracy
together with management

- over 415 years to destroy the

principled leadership built
in the Cowley Assembly

‘Plant, an attempt Wthh has

faﬂed

strikers - and- _taught the

“that the ‘left’

resorted to

from office or
"~ expelled from the union,

Wise at Grunwicks.
1f the Grunwick strike

methods of struggle it is clear
bureaucrats
Staden - and Shorter are dete

determined to continue their .

record of sabotage in this strike.
Repeating their scandalous
level of support for the Day of

Action on October 7, Shorter

and Staden managed to mobilise
only one delegation out of

1,600 TGWU branches for
Friday's action,

Shattered hopes

However, the large turnout
of over 400 on Friday evening
including a delegation of 31
from Sussex University,
shattered their hopes that the

Day of Picketing would be a -
~ dismal failure.

~ Moreover with the arrest of 3
leading Stalinist it is

Leading members of the
labour movement have suffered
the consequences of Staden’s
betrayal in full view of wide

layers of workers and in the

glare of the national media.
The  crisis that is
opening. up

now
in the Regional

~ leadership of the TGWU and

implicating the Communist
Party  is vreflected in the
announcement that Ron Todd is

- returning to conduct the strike.

‘The strike. committee can
draw strength from Friday’s
action in the knowledge that

Todd’s reappearance signals the

inability of the Regional leader-
ship to easily sell this strike out.

All militants in the TGWU
must now take up the campaign
through the branches and shop
stewards committees for a
national TGWU delegate confer-
ence mandated to support strike

committee policies.

All trade unionists should
send resoiutlons condemmng
Staden’s agreement with the
police through branches to
Trades Councils and the TGWU
Regional Committee.

WORKERS SOCIALIST
| LEAGUE

OXFORD
Public Meeting

| “T'he Fight Against
Phase 47

NUIJ speaker

Frlday 15 December
8.00 p.m. |
East Oxtord Commun-
ity Centre, Princes St.
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now.
difficult for-the Regional leader-
- ship to dissociate the TGWU
from Friday’s picket. |
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~ JOURNALISTS IN We say:
~ THE FRONT LINE

The strlke by provm-
cial journalists for a £20

a week pay rise tirmed

up last week as several

more important sectors

. voted to come out.

Only 200 NUJ members
in the provinces are now

- scabbing on the strike out

of a total membersmp of
more than 8 000,

Reversed

The Liverpool Post and
Echo journalists who had at

first voted against the strike

- have now come out and
‘Coventry and Wolverhamp-

ton journalists also reversed
earlier decisions not to
strike.

that the membership were
not prepared to fight been

so clearly shown to be false.

But the failure of print

unions to tell their members

not to cross picket. lines
looks certain to prolong the
action and make  its

-~ outcome uncertain.

Work normally

Individual chapels are
left to fight for local
supporting  action from

printers who are told by the

head offices to ‘work
normally’. |
Since all the print

chapels are committed to
free ¢ollective bargaining;
and since all print union

members will be demanding -
an increase of well over 5%

when their review dates fall
due during 1979, this
instruction is a clear sabo-
tage of the wages struggle.
Print union  leaders
should be forced to brmg
their members out in a
united fight against the
Government pay policy.

ArreSts |

There have been a
number of arrests around

~the country and increasing

|

violence from police against
pickets.

With the strike solid the
leadership of the NUJ must

Rarely have argu ments

-Association—where

now take decisive steps to
see that it is won.

Scabs at the
- about
100 members out of 212 are
on strike—and at other
places must be faced with
an immediate choice—obey
the strike call or be expelled
from the union.

Mass pickets must be co-.
ordinated at centres where
NUJ members are still work-
ing. -

Demands for financial
and practical' support from
other unions must also be
stepped up. |

Chapels should also begm
to prepare for a new
meeting of FoCs—not to
discuss whether the strike

Sandersons

Todd

FUND

A spectacular Christmas Bazaar .organised by comrades |

in the Oxford area raised a grand total of £300 for our |
Funds last Saturday. Among the greatest successes were }

a well-stocked cake stall, and the perenmal favourite — the

bottle stall. But thanks also to comrade Bob for his tire-|
fess efforts as ‘Comrade Christmas’, to all those members |

‘and supporters who donated so generously, and to the!
willing helpers on the day — as well as the customers who

made the day such a success.

Perhaps some other areas might feel mcllned to emul-
ate the Oxford example. Our December Fund currently
stands at £194.60 at the half-way stage in the month.

A major effort must be made in the next ten days to

try to clear the rest of this month’s total if the Treasur-
er is to be able to relax during his hard-earned Chnstmas

break! -

Donatlons should be sent to: Sociallst Press Monthly
Fund, 31 Dartmouth Park H|II London NW5 1HR

Published by Folrose Ltd. for the Workers Socialist League, 31, Dartmouth Park Hill, London NW5 1HR.
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Journalzsts on the picket line |
goes on, but to plan for

making the strike

more
solid. |

Individual émployers are

- beginning to make offers

separately from the News-
paper Society.
The Birmingham Post

" management have agreed a
£20 rise with their London:

office journalists, although

~the chapel has decided to

continue the strike there.
Birmingham Post jour-
nalists are picketing the
main office in Birmingham
~after the chapel voted not

to support the strike last
‘week. The

numbers not
crossing the picket line have
been growing.

hitc

Has the Sanderson stnke

been won? |
| Despite premature  press
statements that after 19 months
- Forklift truck ~boss Roy

Sanderson had conceded to
demands for reinstatement and
recognition of all
members on strike at his
Skegness  factory, Monday.
revealed a last ditch attempt by
him to back out.

Scabs had been mobsllsed.

—in company time and for the
benefit of pre-arranged TV
cameras—during the ten days
implement  the recognition

agreement. |
And when TGWU National

Organiser Todd arrived at the

plant to address a meeting .of

scabs he was told that a section.

of the workforce would not
accept the strikers back-—and

that the Board was split on the -

issue.
Todd has given an uitimatum
to settle by Wednesday. If this

| is not done, then the prospect
in the
wake of his image-building in.

of public humiliation

the Ford strike seems certain to

force Todd into renewed action
] - to defeat this tin-pot employer.
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given to Sanderson to

ERITREA

SOLIDARITY MARCH CALLED BY

The Association of Eritrean Students i in the UK
- The Association of Eritrean Workers in the UK

Assemble 12.00 at Speakers Corner for a march
to the Soviet Embassy -
Saturday 16 December

|Phase 4 relies

on T

As a massive army of

nearly 2 million workers
gathers for a renewed
assault on Phase 4, the TUC
leaders continue: to prove
themselves either in the pay

of the enemy or, at best,
- the world’s worst generals,

Since Chancellor Healey laid

~ down his 5% limit ultimatum in

August a whole succession of
manoeuvres, delays, and opén

sabotage has ensured that rather .

than waging a frontal assault on
the. pay limits, sections of

workers have been forced to go

‘over the top’ in strike action

one at a time, | o
" DPuring the nine-week Ford

strike, leaders ‘representing over

local

35 hour week claim as their
November 1 review date went

Negotlators at Vauxhall
went one step further, and, with
no preparation or attempt to
clarify the membership on a
confusing management offer,
called in the middie of talks for
strike action,
voted down.

Abandoned

In Brmsh Leyland, collabor-
ation between = management,

- union officials and convenors

has effectively abandoned the
£100 per week pay claims
lodged by most car plants,
and substituted a ballot on a 5%

~ pay offer linked to a job-cutting
“productivity,

grading
“parity’’ deal.

And the Bakers Union had
been on official strike for four
weeks before TGWU and

- GMWU bureaucrats even went

so far as instructing their
members not to cross picket
lines.

Despite this collective mis-

leadership, heavy blows have

been struck at Phase 4—partic-

ularty in Fords and British
Oxygen, \
But the TUC's ‘“‘one at a

time'’ strategy has ensured that
the 5% limit is alive and kicking
throughout the public sector
and in much of private industry.

The New Year will
renewed surge of struggles as 1.5
million - local

workers and thousands - of

-tanker drivers and lorry drivers

tine up behind their claims in

‘excess of 5%.
these workers will

While
draw strength from the power
of the |
tenacity of the bakers’ struggle
against low pay, they must draw
the key lesson out of these
strikes which were both led
entirely from above by natsonal
union officials.

Weakened

The failure to develop inde-

pendent strike committees in-
~each factory and wprkplace led
i each case to a weakened

resistance to settlements which
fall far short of the claim and
include stringent

- This iesson must be learned

§ above all in the public sector;

authority

hoping to be

and

see a

authority and.

~ health workers, 200,000 postal =
drivers,

~collar

whole of the bakers’ strike—and -

Ford strike and the

.penalty
- clauses and other conditions. ’

‘ qddox

where union members are going
to have to wage an organised

fight to get any serious action
underway at all,

NUPE leader Alan Fisher has
already given strong hints that
he intends to implement little
more than token  “‘guerrilla”
actions and protest stoppages
which will do nothing to win

the claim but much to dernor-

alise the membership.

Cross pickets

| Another reason why elected
strike committees are essential

is to combat the tacit agree-
ment now in force within the

TUC which has made it standard
practice to cross other union’s
picket lines,
Organised
engineers and white
staff characterised the

led to mass arrests and police
violence against pickets.

And in the provincial jour-

nalists’ strike, print workers—
some of the best organised
workers in the country—are
under instruction to “work
normally”

~ picket lines! |
But it need not be like this. .

Knowing the outcry there
would be if they tried such

tactics in the Ford strike, union’

officials came together to give a
mode! display of total blacking

~ action--halting almost the whote

of the furms European opera-
tion.,

- Strikers must demand such
official support become the

rule, not a n,ear-umque excep-

tlon
In domg so, they will find

~ preserving Phase 4.

~ union

'scabbing bv :

by crossing NUJ -

leaders

themselves up against . not
simply the obvious right wing

. . leaders, who make no secret of

their support for wage controls
but also those who rattie out
fine sounding ‘left’ speeches
at rallies and press conferences.

Pulled back

Even bakers’ leader Sam
Maddox, whose rhetoric left
most ‘‘lefts’”’ standing, and who
had seemed determined to fight
the strike to the finish, pulled
back from open criticism of the
TUC leaders who were super-

- vising scabbing agalnst his mem-

bers.
The reality is that the TUC

_right wing are attempting to

repeat their performance in
isolating the firemen’s strike
against Phase 3, in the hopes of:

To defeat such sabotage,:

~strike leaders must be called on

to put their ‘left’ words into
practice and appeal to and
mobiliseé the rank and file mem-
bership of the other unions
involved, calling on them to

come out too in a united fight

against the 5% limit, and in
defiance of the 12-month rule.

And, since. the council'
workers‘ and heaith service pay :
claim means a direct confron- |
tation with the government over:
the 5% limit, the role of
Labour’s -so-called *fleft” MPs .
must come to the fore. |
- Last week in a deliberate
effort to get themselves off the
hook on the 5% pay policy, a
handful of ‘lefts’ consciously
talked out a Tory motion which
condemned the use of govern-

‘ment sanctions against Fords.

The fact is that neither ‘ieft’
leaders nor ‘left" MPs
have any. alternative perspective j§
or policy to offer the working
class.

They reject the vital demand
for catching up pay claims to
be protected against inflation
through cost-of-living clauses.

. They accept instead the.
general need for workers to
make certain ‘’sacrifices’”’, and
the state to pay out subsidies, in
order to preserve the profits of
private employers.

Open the books

They
supposedly

reject - the call for
‘bankrupt’

- employers to be forced to open

their books to workers’ com-
mittees to prove the case for
nationalisation wuthout compen-
sation.,
Instead

they argue for

“import controls and National

Enterprise Board investment to
preserve ‘British’’ industry.

And for these reasons they N

accept, in practice, the right of
Callaghan and Healey to defy
the labour movement and imple-
ment their Tory policies

“without interference.

This is why Labour ‘Iefts |
refuse to fight for their removal
from office. : X

And it is why in the struggles..
to come workers must break
from these leaders and build a
revolutionary party that s
prepared to fight for the
independent interests . of the
working class; for the oyerthrow
of capitalism and for a planned
socialist economy. '




