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- NORTH WESTERN POLYTECHNIC

b= e wery mear future the majority of &0 sdents
= posl Adevel edocation will oot be found in
e mmveruieL. and so b s mitilly corpresing
wckcalled wtudent wiirent has been almos:
potaly comifingd to' this sector, OF cowrse, thers
b been spocsdic outbuists elsewherne. most
sotsbdy w the Art College of Hornsey and
Caaldfond which were, significanthy. the mos
wmtasmed, and, in many ways, the-most coa-
Eructive examples of student {and siafT)
STl IO Win @ measure of control ovar e
educationsl Btuation. Now we ure secing tho
e o 3 much more potent Feree than vet
exnprnenced: the Polyiechnics

Thewe institutions. the hramchild of the lasi
“erforming” Laboyr Government , were presene
e by the then Secretary of Edwcalion,
Anthony Crogland, os institugions providing a
Seempeehensive” educatkon which réally meant
i education ted to vocational traming ond
somseguently more intimately linkad with
wautry and the neads of employers- iz wit-
messed by the vast increase in sandwich cotres,
These “Collepes of the People™ are 10 be the
pestrepiece of the lower hall of the by
spstem. whiogs implicit funciion is to provide as
piny highly qualified ekl personnel as
prssilrle for imdusing 2t the cheapest posiblg

Thaat

prece, Within tlus guiding idea. o wliide fanpe of
geosraphicully dispersed institutions it difle
g enirse sel-ups and Uy pes of student toad
titans e been foreebly wed without any
thought as o what thase who taughs zimd
learmd thiere fud ooy om e e, This o
any rate, is the case at MW, Paly

Compriging [Gur separate instrutions,
maiters finally came to 2 head when o certain
Professor Miller was selected as Prancipal by the
Formution Commiftes & group of peaple toially
unrepreseniaiwe of stafT omdd @udenis alike-
providing the immedeate cause for the curren!
unrest, Atthough the il Compaign
revirlyed aronnd: the questionable (fosay e
lzaatl rale of Miller as Principal of Liniversity
Collegs, Rhodesia, this one-eded srnphasie was
qiclckly broadened to o questioning and rejection
of the mechamics v Miller's appomiment as
SIS |=;||]||'|_lI ta the demand that * the
Principal call 4 genzral assembly of stadents,
I:u;;||i||3;_' sorvice dnd tecmical s1adT within 2R
davs to considar e appomiment of Professor
Miller™. OF course. this demand was niol met,
anid Miltea™s Facile varws i educabion in generil
and Polvtechnics in particular ecpressed 2t a
subsequent meeting with the Linson masde ey
dent s soenal imeamperenee and tack of

mipnilie weith tiie mombare of the Poly. This
served 1o hind the mgorite of the students
pzainsl lns appeieimment and its neethods, and
pecouied Tor the largs number of slodenis—
abour K00 whixbepsn the gecepatinn of the
keentish Town budlding of MW, Polv or 23rd
Faby .

The three weeks of the sitan since then have
Paen rather cheguered, Withour an oreanised
leli o the collepe, thare has been o obvious
talbying pomt for those wio wishad to cerry the
struigpie forwards and Trom those who have
viome (aecther no clear perspective has ernergend,
OF coniese, 12 was szen (rom the besinning that it
wis essential to beoaden the strozele Solh (o
the other buililings of the Poly and to ol
coligpes and wvesities; be wich the lack of
any understanding of the place and Numction of
the Poly in porticular, und sducacion in cereral,
i modern capitalism, aod of the inahifite tn
clenrly jdentify osho exactly the anemy is i
this strugele, what militancy has cmerged fias
oeen in ulrzlefrist directions with, for instancze,
the miszuided attompt to fvolee the studen:s
at Ladbroke House by locking them out of thei:
owii bullding, thus alienating precisely {hose
stidents that nesded do be won over. And,
pradictably, the MUS has plaved o lamentable

=

role i the whele affair: their Srotal znd weogusl
lied support™ umounting 1o so muoch verbiage
whin the vical necessily is Lo extend the sirgple
Tl brer uu”cgcs.

But whatevan the oulcome of this prasen

stenpitle - witich Inoks likes being e lled aff arth.
cut any gine il iz cloar thal the Polvrechnics
Tnive emeroed a8 ¢n important e in the
scudent milien. The Biaasy svstem, which for an
tung has hud rthe effect of splitting the stoden
body aad localising conflices, is rebnunding o
thige whoe woull wish 1o perpetuare i, The
Fusion ef the contradictions implicit in 2 chepp
ediizution palicy for which this Tower half is
being forced (i tuikca cha brunt, the extreime
forn of reaimentation in refation to the univer-
=il which is thereby necessinited, and tha
fristrated aspiratinns of the stodents, whose
entry qualifications do oot mark them off
from their much more fortunate brothers in 1he
uarears by, will combune with the orisis in
bourgenis ideclogy (o produse, one might
prechict, a truly explosive situation which could
preducs the sort of stutien which we have
come to expach only from the Continenr,

£ B, Clynes
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SOAME NECK ; 5th. column
- CK IMMEDMATE FREEDOM FOR GLLUNTOM! support his caso. Mambars should try aned pass The latest receuit to the Tories” front bench in

Pride and joyv of the Unionist regima in the
Naorth of Ireland is Lthe shiny “New Uriiversioy
of Lster™ at Colernine. Unfoctwnntely it i

Besng spoiled by that curse of the collepes—the
tuden iy

The Reverend Paisley's Provestan Telegraphs,
cepng on the waste of wxpavers’ maney invelvod
i the showing of the Tricolour anpd Starry
Pough by the Queens University Belfast Repub-
bBcan Clob, goes an Jo reveal anether gbanti.
IHm

The gradustes of Coleraing have chosen as 1he
dEwgn for thew posi-graduate scarf a plain red
Backproumd , with sithouettes of Leon Trotsky
all erver-it. Three firms huve already fendered
bor e supply of the searves,

What the pood “Dactor™ does nol reves] s
1500 after the University Senate jssued a public
Emlemenl, in which they said thar the meeting
WRuCh chowe the design was “'not represenfilive
ool b groduntes™, the Union ealled (he best-
sitended penerul meeting there has beenin the

Unmwersity, and proceeded 1o give massve
Backing 10 the decision

Stop press: Students at Colermine have occupied

sdministracive offices,

POLITICAL ASYLUM FOR GLUNTON|

Glunton Dowdell, black militant and & mamber
of the Revolutionary Loaqua of Black Workers,
haz been living in “humanitarian" asylum from
the LLE_A. in Swaden for the last twalve
manths, He now facas the prospect of being
sant back to the U.S., after being brought to
trial on charges of which he is innocent. Ha has
bagn imprisoned and refused iy commomies
tion outside except with his lawrver. The status
of humani trian asylum in Swednn is granted
13 desertars from the U5, armod forces, porsa-
cuted Jows from Poland, ete.—but Glunton hed

to laave tha LS. becauss of palitical repression;

he cun still be sont back there unlass he is
granted political asylum.

This move 5 an indication of the way the
Swedish government is moving: it has recently
been seeking clomr contact with the U.S, for
advice and aid in solving its economic problems
But it cannot make such approaches succas.
tully unless it concrately shows its willlingnass
to cooperate. The victimisation of Glunton is
orly ang of such manifastations.

The solidarity committes el upin his
defenca s calling on el revolutionary organi -
Yions and labour mevamant organisaticns to
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rasolutions of solidarity, supporting the o
demands above, Thess mesiages should be sent
immediately to:

Solidarity Committer for Glunton Dowdell
&/ David Bararasqatan
264 Stoekhalm

Swwetlen.
=,
EVENTS
MOGRDAY: Barmingham Red Circls, .30 The Black
Swenn, Bromsgeave Seeed, Digheth

TUESDAY: Oxford Fed Carcla, 38 Winste Aoad,
Contact Marraq Weiepand, 45137,

WEDNESDAY: Stafford Red Circle, 8 pm., Dog &
Partricke. Saarh Yaalls,

FTHUHSDAY . Glasgow Rod Circe, Christizn s ituts,
Buthwell Strons, 7.300

THURSOAY: Norwich Fnd Circle, Fessival Hause pus
lopp Bt Andreves Halll. 8 pome

BUNDAY  Ealing Aed Circe, The Anchier, Usbrdge
Ao fpext to Danels). T30

EVERY TUEEDAY: Yietnam Snlidasdty Qommittes
mes s, Dueens &rmes, Penton St ML, 7300t wiork
lar &prit 2dth Hally & Dame. Ewervone intoerastard in
helpinig s wentizara

WARCH 2Hch "Faghtale sacist Immigragion S0 —
aubiie meeting, Fesvmongers Arms (oap, Wood Green
Ciwie Cantre, 2 mins froam Wiocd Gresn tugel, 7,15
Spmakers: Tang AN, Gery Lawless, Sbesmgh Bardsrs,
Oots Gragin . Grganised by 190G, Narih Leadzn
Branch Wing I7B 2616

MARCH 28th: Day Semdnar on “Bacal causes and
conssguen e a1 ackliction ™, arganisid by Sacialist
Madical Aemociation, NUFTO Hall, Jocseys ©iclds,
Falborn. Tickets 5 & swssian, 107 all day. Dontas
T. . Tharpay, B4 Fiachiryg Gart, Balierds Lane,
Landon NI 1M (073235 GRET),

MARCH 281h “Urban irsusgency in Mortherm
Iratand " —film depicriag Tife in Beifest ander Eritish
mittary secapatior, B pom, The Howbusk, Tasienkam
LCowrt Ross (Warrer Sr/Goesdge St 1ubel. 2R,
Digrussian. I«ish Salidurisy Campagn,

FARCH Fih: Pty formad West Londor Sacialis

Woman Grows mests, Actan Tawn Hall, Siree Raom
1. Ring Learass Liavd, 574 7207
MARACH 30k “Pegerial capsistanes—the palitics of

class eollsborazion ™, Marth Losiden Fsd Circle disca
san, 8 pom, 182 Permcaville Raad, Leadon M1 | Kimizs

f  Xtubel

RIARCH 3k Ceneral Loadan Sacialis WWarman
Grovz rreeting, Bpom, Gaarge | gun, Peataiwiila
Fiaad learner Cwrroning Streecl. Kings X wubie, Ring
Frliciy Trockl. 837 98E7.

APRIL Jrd: V&G Benafit Might, Fouw Postar Eotk
Graup ard athers. B pon, The Sosback, Toltansem
Saurt Hesd IWaresn 3 Sannige St namel Ses box for
b bl

APRIL Brh: Teaches" Fod Ciwale, # oo Gearge |V
puby Pentonwlie Hoad, Londesn RO [Eincs X0 Topic:
"E¢ucation in the Sovigt Linion frase the Roselurien

the House of Lards is the 3L-vear-old Earl of
Gowrie, He will replace Lord Bethel as a
Grovemnment junior whip. Bethel rospned
Tollow ny allegations abaut his connection with
¥ictor Louis, the well-mown freclinee agent
far the WG, It seems that the Tories are 5o
desperate to get snme telent fnto (e front
bench in the Lords that they ave willing tn for-
give and forget Cowrie's former lellowing views.

Iwander, does the Earl 56 think that Russia
i slabe capitallse?

# * &

Calone] Gerad iherli of the U5 Air Faroe was
gentenced to three years’ impelvonment by a
LLS. cowrd martial i Vietnamn fast manth. and
(e 815,000 Cal K war not invalved in Ay
Lai, Ha did net izke pare in that killing af 102
Viethamese civillans

Hix erima, his houritie smime. was that he
smakead ol

* ] %

Pity the Irish Minister for Defenca and his L
hrass sdvisars. The recent promotion of Col.
Patrick “Haldia™ Delaney 1o ba Chief of Stait
has laft @ vacancy at the haad of armar intalli-
gence. Delaney was Director of Intelligence for
cne yaar, having replacad the purged Col . 1.
“Hat"" Hafferon. During that vasr he purges tha

| intalligencs smction so wall that there is no oo

of any talent laft to replace him,
Any suggestions should be sene 1o Dept. G2,
Red Housa, Infirrnary Road, Pack Gata, Duolin,
+ % *

Fot all the fuirore Ly the press about the posing
of the Trike of Kene o Ulster, Fleer Serece had
wery lictle space 1o report the departure of his
Cerace 1% days later. The Duke with his onir,
"Charlie " Squadeon, Roval Scars Grevs, leaded
their armoured cars at Larne For-Soancaer in
Scatlamd,

O boaed cabing were avadlable far che Ponce
and the ocher officers. His “Jocks" includ g che
drivers of the arssoured cars had (o make da

| with slecping en che decks without even sleeping

hags.

" & *
lec dts edivariat “To e the paszal steilie ™ the
Guardian o' Febrmys 26ik, after appealivg for
"t more sensible rebationship berween pav rises
and inerssed productivity™, wed deelaring e
it will be better if the Governiment “wins' | |
i che postal strike™ frode, ae ihetons gl
whetfner or Rt e sfeife vas T lieal T weany
O 8 ke o prophee frsca witeh lotd hare
fhe elavs matere of the actfneies af the TUC
“The probability remains that the TUC will dis
evervthing it can to avoid snything that looks
lke 5 penerul strike dtuntin. It is ramfartina




THE SEAMENS UNION

a model for Robert Carr?

INTRODUCTION

This interview emarged from & conversation
with several militanes in an East Londaon branch
of the Netiona! Unian of Seamen (WLUEL The
indfviduals concermed oo not wish fo have their
namieg revaaied in prnt because they faar
reprizads from both the NUS and the Shipping
Esdfaration. This is the Gest real report pubfished
i @ soedaliar newspaper on the sitvation of
mulitants in the NS affer the farmaus strike of
1966 It showes very clearly the rensions that
exiit fm the union and the way the bnilon
bursaucracy collaborates with the bosses and
the capitalisr govermmants. The NUS s fhe sord
of union thet Fobart Carr and the Tordes wanr
for every sectow aff indusery, and this intenaew
shauld therafors be studied In deral by mill-
tavrts i other indlustries fo peinning &, The Red
Minbks declaras ftsalf in solidarity with the modes
on shore amd ahosod ships who are fgvting
agwinst heavy odos

—Perhaps you con start off by telling us some-
thing about the pay end conditions under which
vou work?

Pay and conditions for British semen sre
among the worst in the world. They are little
Betier than those erdured by Spanish and Greak
searman, even though there are faseist dictator-
shiips in those countries. We have been fighting
thee shipowners and the leaders of our own
uvnion for years ower & number of issoes. Low
iy, of cowrse, i 0 miajor problem: German
seamen, for example, can earn over four times
as much & we do, But we've been fighting sinca
the war for the most elemantary rights—stop
stewards on ships, the roepesl of the penal and
disciplinary clauses in they Merchant Shipping
A, redundancy compensation, bette afety

« eguiations and w0 on. | think it e oy

et Lancy the rank and fike
g eleped in the last ten years ar so, has

braen owvar issuas which othwr trade unicnists
gither don't face—although they re gong o be
tacing theT wieh Carr gets his anti-unian Bil
thrivagh —od oawer wiich thesyve made much
more progress because they ' we not had 1o face
The same degree of obstruction and class col-
laboration from their union leadership. As
trade unfonists we fece probbems which ara
quite wnigues for British work ers and at the
wme Time we have probebly the most
degenerate union leadership In the country,

Wa can taka some of thesa questions in more
detail later on, but fet me tell you sbout the
wges first of ull, Back in 1960, after an wooffl-
cial sinka by the renk and fila, the union sxecy
thee settlad fior just over £40 & mornth for a 56-
hour weeak. That's £10 a waek! |f ywau wanted to
survive then you had to work 8 lot oof overtima,
I all the figures 'm going to give you now, you
should keep in mind the fact that baing paid
moanthly means you ara paid for 28 clayvs’ work
—if & particular month happens 1o have 31 days
in it, then that's tough luck because you work
thovse 3 days far nathing, Anyway . . . whan the
et haard the terms of this agreament in 1860,
thay immediately came out on unoffical strike
sgain. Although this achieved only a vary small
inerease, rlwas a big breskthrough for rank and
file militancy, and a5 a result of this, the demand
for a 4d-hour week without doss ol pay Decama
& #logan. This was conceded in 19431 atter we
thresterad to take action again. By 1968, after
small annwal rises, wa gained @ rize to £58 12:
&d a manth, byt the executive conceded to the
emplayars the S8-hour week again in return!
The employvers worked averyvbody flat out,

By 1966 the seamen had really had enough
and they cama out for & 40-hour weak and a
rowand B0 a month . . . and remamber that's
still only £15 a week, which left many saaman’s
families 1ving below Mational Assictance levals,
That was & raally bitter siriké—tha first really
political strikke in this country for many yeard
becauss tha Labour Party watre putting their
prices and incomes pelicy into effect end we
were fighting to get & sunvival wage. After six

wesks of strike ona strike pay of £3 aweek,

But again, the executiva withaut amy réserva-
tkons endorsed this Inguiry which allowed tha
oweners to cut the navigation wateh —saving the
shipowners lots of overtime meney and killing
Iots of smamen in the procass [shipownars have
thair insurance so wall sawn up that they don’t
give i fuck if a few of thair older vessals go to
the battam). Sincs then, there have bean small
rises, but usually under agreements where the
axetutlve give way concessions that enable the
oevners to cut overtima, Feeling has been
rurming s high since 1868 thet, combined with
the effects of inflation, the executive negotial-
g comemditee put o for 8 “wibstential” claim
which wes guickly converted imta a claim for g
parity with share workers by pressure from the
rank and fila, The ship ovéners replied with
horror thet this would amount to 5O —well,
theoy said it, sa we put in far B0%E. July 1970
gave us 20%, and we put in immadiately for
another F0%, bt 1 looks ag if Carr will ury wary
hard ©o bring it inta line with postmean, poswer
workers, B,

S0 you sa8, even in 1877 wea are still marrming
money which i way halow £ a week. Mast
wearnen have to do o grast deal of owertime—
wihen it's available—to support their families.
The composition of the labour force reflacts
this=most saman are either wiry young, in
wihich sase they da s few yesrs at sea before
thay marry and settle an shore, or elsa they
are in their fifties, single and seclimatized to the
lifa. This has baen arected into & fustification
for low Wwages by the shipowners in the past.
With continantal saaman the opposite prinaiple
has been made o apply—seamen are paid at
rates abowa the shora worker averoge to com-
persate for the breakup of family life and tha
ernforced lawure an board ship. Such & principle
has never besn accepied in Britain eithar by the
shipowners or by the union lesdership
~Parhaps you can tell us something about the
Merchant Shipging Act® What changee did the
Labour Party introduce with their Merchant
Ehipping Bill in 19707
Yeu This iz & rather unigue piece of legislation
which British ssamen have bean living wnder for
over T0 years— 18094 1o be pecie. The Act gives
the masters on the ships vary wide ranging
powers, |t enablas the master, while at s2e or In
paart, to Ylog™ his men fior disciplinary offences.
For drunkenness, or—and it states this—swhat
the master considars to ba drunkenness, you
farfelt a diey's pay and are fined another day’s
pay. For missing work—for any reason which
Thie master chooses not to accapt=you could be
fined in 8 similar way. What is mora, you are
taxed an waur forfeits. Now there is no power
of appeal egainat the master, His word is
ibwinlute. For other offances--disobeying an
order, refusing to do & eertain job, and what |3
mare sericus, ecombining” with someabody else
t refuse 1o do this job—you can be trigd by a
pararnilitary court and imprizsoned on board,
Every dearman car give you examples of the use
of this Act, aftar which a man hes returned
harme Trom veogages having workad scores of
hours of overtime but with only & few pounds
in his pocket 1o shew Tor it But that im't the
end of the master, At the and of every vovage,
tha master givas a report on wour “cond uct™
which is stamped indelibly into your papers.
Basice liy there are taa catenories—\. G, and
0./, If the master hasn't noticed you during
tha yvovaga, wou get a "Very Good", But if he
considers thar you've been guilty of sorme smali
“inciscipling”’, than you pat a “Decling to
Reaport™, This can be fatal for seamen. It makes
it almost impasible to get work from the Ship
ping Federation chat handies & jobs in British
Shipping, In addition to this, you can ba
damoted, & it were, 1o Being an “unestablishead
spaman ' —that is, reduced to the status of a
“flogter™" or & casual labourer. Under this
arrangemant, you lose all right to the banefit
wioru colbect when you are in the Pocl or unem
played under the Established Service Schema,
Eqreally, yeu can have all previous service
g vl ised as Far o5 caloulating any redfurddancy

P, the Merchant Shipping Act stipulated
that gl seamen are usder individuzl contracts
to the Shipping Federation, and thess coniracts
are farmalised in the Estatlished Service Scheme
& gn Establishoct Service Contract. Mow, it
quita impossible to strike undar this arrangs-
mant, 1§ you g on strike, you ''tarminate your
contract”, Under the Merchant Shipping Act
we can be prosecuted for that, MNow, any
dacision by & man 1o disobey an order is a
breach of eontract, and any breach of contract
it & strika—there is no difference in the
employer's eyes During the 1960 strike, two
srrike beaders in Liverpool were servad with
injurctions wnder the Act preventing therm, and
| guote, from “ inciting or persuading and
from conspiring with one ancther to break their
contracts of employment™—and one man went
to prizon for discbaying it, and anather received
a gaol sentence thaugh It was later guashad,

Mow, you asked ma about the new Werchant
Ehipping Bill which Latsour brought in in 1970
They snesked this through just before thay teft
affice after the MUS had presurised tha TUGC
snd tha Labaur Farty for years. Uindar this new
Eill, the penal and disciplinary clauses were
retained. Mot anly were thay retained, thay
werr ratified and exrandad. The new Bill allows
bikgger fines and lopgings for the same offences.
Fines, on summary conviction, of up to £100
fer crunkenness; disobeving an order with one
or mora shipmates Becomeas criminal co nspiracy
for which you san be prosecuted in a criminal
caurt, and being “atsent without leave™ makes
a seaman liable to the shipowners for damages
af up mo £100. What the Bill has done has taken
the arbltrariness out of tha procesd ings and
lzid dowwn guidelines within which the masters
can go sbout their everyday business of potting
money kack into the pockats of the shipowners
and the state The new Bill admits that ssamen
haye the right to strike, but only if they give
4R hours' natice, othenwise it is a brasch of
legiel comitraet, and this wes weon as 8 right in 66
anyway. It should always be rermemberad that
the 1866 strike was in fact a “termination of
agrpements”’ and & terminetion which tha NUS
gave the owners planty of notice al | The new
Bill alsa removes loopholes which could be pre-
yhously exploited —far insance, it was techni-
cally possible to legaliss a desertion if the ship
could ba proved unsata, Tha new Bill alss waives
certain safety regulztions. So you 588, We 8-
men don't have many illusions & o who it is
that the Labour Party really represent. What's
meare, Gur Snn unden’s recand over this Act is
equally appalling.

The executive have blocked strike action
against the Act for years We were tecticallyin &
position to dersand its repesl during the ‘646
strike, But the execotive council oontinued oo
presaurise the Labour gowernmant for its rapaasl
on the org hand and negatsated with the Ship-
ping Federation for shipsoard disciplinary com-
mittees on the other. Akthough thay are not in
practica thay are useloss anyweay, to officers,
twn ratings, and the cagptain with the casting
watel Hogerth tells us that this was “'a graast
stap farwerd for democracy™ and Spruhan
{Ascist. Gen. Sec ) said that the Labour Bill
qave us B9% of what we wanted!

—IF and when ithe Tory anti-union Bill gets onto
the statute book, it's going 1o make it vary
much harder to destroy this Act, im’t it?

a5, of course, Tha Tery BHL will reinforce the
ferchant Shinping Act and generalise soma of
its festures to warkers across the country asa
wibabe. This i¢why it is so fucking important
that the MUS apparatus, not o mestion the
TUL, showld eonduct ananormous prosigarda
campaign B illustrate o warkers in Britain the
stata of affairs that the Tories wish 10 s2e the
wninng reduced 1o, Because, my God, youw can
see @ pracisa modal of what the Tories have in
mmind if you 2xamine the merchant navy and
the stata of the MUS, The Tory Bill is designed
tn srnash the power of the shop floor-wea, in
the MUS, don't even have shop stesards on
shigis! 1t designed to back up employers with

ture and our rule beok erewhat the | orms wes

to sae In practice In all unions—no union ch g

eracy, tha branehes having no power over the

exgcutive, and the union bureay cracy reduced

to o teal of clas eallaboratian. Let nabody be
under amy illuskans that the employers dan't

maka vse of tha right 1o fine and imprison

warkers who are under lagally enforceable con-

tracts - we know, beesuss we'va swffered this and

cantinue to suffer it. We can be prosscuted now
far canspiracy if we even 1alk of strike let afone
aotually wilk off, We lve undar tha constant
threat af this and the shipownars, use their 'rights"
all tha time to throw peaple out of the marchant
navy for disshedisnce, had charactar, “or any
other unsuitability’, by terminating their eantract
with the irdividuasl seaman, quite openly snd
legally,

The pravision for this is stated in black and whits
in the Established Service Scherme. Ouwr Exacutive
is a-model of what the Taries want - they concleds
agresrments all tha time with the Shipping
Fedaration abova the heads of tha membaership
and they are under no obligation to repart back
13 the membership on the course of tha nagotiatios
Chur wnion also takes the eppartunity to axpel
penpie wha eriticize the union in print or advocate
strika action. Again, the proposal that unions
hiswe o give notice of termination af contracts
should mystify nobody - in 1988 the NLIS gave
the shipowners plenty af matiee of strika, and
thay used it, Tankers wara diverted in timae and
this enormously reduced the effectiveness of the
strike. other cwnars transferred cargoss to forsgn
ships. This brings wp another point of coursa -
in the merchant nawy wa know from esperience
how important internatlonal co-operation is The
Tory Bill would s=ek to make this illagal by
placing requests for intornational co-operation
from other unons under the category of conspiracy
The NUS leadership in 1968 were terrified of
the shipowners and actually ssked the Internations
Transpart Warkers Faderation not to black
Britizh ships in foroign porte. We are aware,
perhaps more than others, that internationalizaton
of capital gives tha emplovers greatly increased
powers to defeat warkers - and the Tary
proposals have an eye to tha Common Market,
makie na mistake, We kaow only toa well, the
pressures that can be brought to bearon
individual militants - tha Shippirg Federation
in coreperation with the MLUS find it dhe
aasiest thing in the world to freese militants
put of the industry and to intimédaca tham with
all kinds of legal threats in arder to demoralize
them. Of course, the long term aim of the
propazals, which is to destroy shop floor power
and make the union lBadership an instrument
of clase callaboration, takes time, But if you want
to soe what |t looks Hice when it's been achieved
then look at the MLIE,

What kkind of parformance have the NUS put

up during tha sampalgn sgeinst the Tory proposaks?
Absolutaly hopeless. The MLES executiva

hava done nothing—no strike action, no banners

on demonstrations, no propaganda, The rank

and file have taken action whers they coukd,

ineluding walk-affs on January 12th. But thess

rraan little wwhen ships &re in poTt

The one and anly sction that the wnion
axacutive have taken over the Bl is vory signi-
ficant. As you koow, the Bill will outlew the
pre-antry clossd shop. Mow the shiposrners are
z0 fond of the NMUS that they recently went (o
sae Carr to ask him if he wouldn't be so liind 85
tadrop this as far as NUS were concerned, A1
tha mmae time, Hogarth want to see Carr too,
‘Wou see, the entire sank and flle memberdiip
of the MLUS, which conducts a ciosed shop
with the Shipping Federation, Wwant ane thing
froun the NLIS: to gat owt, We want to destroy
the MUS and marge into the TAG, Mow Hogarth
lras said he will fight this to his last bresth—and
ha means it, bacause he has Interests to protect.
He has his position (elected for life), his pen-
sion, his gratuities and so forth, asd he dossn't
want to give this up, He is not interestad in tha

membership at all; if he were, than ha woulkd
aad MK Ist'e merno with #she TR Yoo ses ke
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apt —ihe man cmme of this is that the officials
Bockc o Serge rise recenitly, and for a membership
of wrler 40,000 who have one official 1o svery
300 meen, that's 3 lot of money [most unions
Fw oo 0fficisl for every 3000 men). The
Asschershiio is going to be facing & rovolt later on
thiy year when thay'll be forced 1o ralse the
wnek by contribution to abouwt 10/ a waek, If
thery bose the closad shop, they boss th £5
erviry B2 leyviad on new members-—-and in the
merchant navy that's & ot of money bacause
P WOrkErs sre always Coming and gaimg in
e incdustry. 1 they lose the ¢losed shop,

han they lose us, and that's the kang and tha
it of it, The redult of these negotiations
wmergerd lnst weok - the MUS had been exampted
Srom the clawte abolighing the closed shap, We
=0 nnly geculate whet Hogarth has soid in
Feturn for this—probobdy our wage clalm

—Can you give us some other example of the
Wy in which tha leadershige ol the NUS has
scted ower the years?

Teh They've a long history of sell-outs 1o thair
credin; cowardice during the "68 strike and over
the Merchant Shipping Acts, allowing Cunard
fo cregte redundancies in 1867, conceding
gemianining without compeansstion, gil..ling.uwa-,.-
paid leave for Sund avs spent at s2s, and so on,
Bt let's look gt some of the agresments
they've concludcksd on bmurs over which weea
fought for mopny years |ve already menticned
thal they ware praparad to accept redustions in
the navigational watch, They've constantly
pandiefed o the tveners’ criminal mentality n
thie excuses thay've given in tha past tor rad
fak ing ction against the Acl They sccept the
@ity srgument, you see. The argument hareg
e=awd 1o apply that you had to discipline sea
men, others e they get so drunk that they
wrowm ol the passangers and the carge. Tha
ey pinple who get drowned these days are
5 smarmen—and not theaugh our owr faclt
Bt throumh that of the owners The balk of
W peillieg Aosracdays are cargo ships, This
=T o Pewighit Pt Deen scoompaneed: by The
ot craminad reduction n crees. Mot Britizh
g, paenger of cargo, sail with deleton
erwws. 1he NUS says nathing about this |t
eoess it up by repeating the same old arge-
ment sbout drunkenness There sre dozans of
swamples | coukd qive af the mentality of the
aivers and the masters. For examople. thare was
& cmse recantly on 2 ship in the Atlentic, When
& &npty orete stowed on deck came ey, six
fmén ware sent out to ralash It, In the heavy sen
ase man were wathed avarboard dnd Killed,
The master didn"t bothar 1o go back and ook
for them becawss it was a hegwy saa' Thair
families recerved no compen sation even aFter an
“mdependent” inquiry had looked into the
cash,

Helated to safety is the problem of redun-
dancy. The lasour foree hes boen cut erormous-
by sincd the war. The redundandy compersation
schema negotipted in 1988 after the withdsawal
of the Oueens requires a lictle meare gaplanation.

You sae, thara 15 constant insecurity of
smipfoyment in tha merchant neey. All sememan
A reqistres with the Shipping Federstion
undar articles or legafly Binding contracts This
might appear 1o give us security but it operates
fo the sdvantage of the shipownars. The Shipping
Federation acts a5 an employmant agancy, but
selects from a controfled bodyol skilled man,
This Schame was agreed in 1947 and it has
given the Shinping Fad, complete power in
return for a feww Benefite The Poal [the Shipping
Federation, wheme men have o report evary day
for weork and hang sraund wetil & ship turms upl
can Break their cantrast with an ind ividual sae
man if he s pollty of misconduet “prejudicial
o good order ar discipling”, if youre inefficiant
ar medicaily unfit, Maw, these things ara
decided by the masters and ships dockors, with
no effective redress available oo the men. The
Marchant Shipping Act maintaing disciplineg on
bosrd ship, and the Established Service Schame,
which imlarlocks with it, engbles the thipmvners

‘seamens union cont.

to cut and shape the labowr force as they wish,
Irctiwicual militants cam ba, and are, thransn out
of the service, and the NUS, which does't like
peifitants anyway, isn't kesn 1o take up indivi-
dual cases on appessl ard perhaps risk fresding
on the ownars' toas. 1t states guite opanly in
tha Schema that its function is to give the
cwurrers 8 Uredlabde’’ labour force amd o whose
siza they can adjust according o the stete of
that tracks {sumscnil varistions as well @3 long
term contraction). The contract doesn 't give
you the prescriptave right to emoloyment. but
it does gee tha companias the right to employ
wous wihers and wihare they pleass, even ina
lowver grada, on pain of suspension, loss of
paymerts, =i |his whole srmangement facil
tatas “inwvisible' redundancy. |f a ship takes on
twns chosen men oul of the Pool on oneg wosgag,
whan the voyage iz ovar, the owners make
necessary altaraticns, containarisation for
mgtence, oF automatic navegation, amd then
tike 1B different men biack on the nest voyage.
Tl:n:hmr:,lﬂ\r, na recdundancy has taken e,
Thoea si= men mightn't be alble 1o find work,
50 I:|‘1r:'|.- "uul-urnnril'-lr" laave the service ookl
tion 1o this, thare are two catagories of seamen:
ettablished sl unestablished, This, as they
opanly state, enaklas them to taka on cosuals at
peak pariod. [t also provides & sort of poal ints
which you are dermoted, carrying wath [t all sores
of loss of benefits, job oppertuniti=s, ete. It ects
gs 8 kind of dumg inowkdeh old Espablished
sarman can be dropped just whon they're
coming up to pension aga—any medice! axcuse
car be townd
A for this redundancy payments schame
thist s bemo nesgotipted, this really isn't worth
the paper it's writtan on. In fact it saves the
o s Moy, Since T8ERanly £1,400 has
been paid out in redundancy, Betore 1968 the
awners had to pay upwards of £140,000 to the
state lisey. Mo [1'131,!':1: gxampt, The way it
operates is that you get-a lomp sum calculated
on Uroentinuous seryice”, Mow, this is something
fawi smamen have—either they havs spspendions,
they leave the servion temporarily for o pesod
of manths or yeirs becauss of barl pay, and sa
an. Mow the terms for qualification are really
wieicrs, A8l sardice over 25 waars befons redun-
dancy doesn’t count. Older men boss aut
straghil gwaay, of course, Smain, if you have goaps
nf mara than 26 weaeks in service, evan if dus 1o
e, this disgualities & 1 presious sardice in
the cifculation —and there are many men wha
have been off sick for mors than sl montbs
owing to sccidents at sea. Any gap of more
than 12 weeks. before or alter 1968, diwuniifiag
for sarvice IF you fail to report et tha Poal
every disy, your service can be broken, In other
industrias a terminal payment s made, some
times of a couple of thausand pounds, but
hare you ve lucky if you get a caupla of Run-
dred.

=Apart from the backwardness of trado union
bureaucrats in general, what specific historical
reasans arg there, do you think, for the dogen:
aration of the NMUS lbadership?

Well, a great deal has been said both by the ML
ard by writers outside the industry ahous the
difficulty of effectiva rade unionism when
most of your metnbership is seatmered across
tha world. Buf whan you look inte the kistory
of the union, vou can see that the rank =nd fila
hime conducted & fight for many vaars to bualid
& unian structure whizh mearcame thes: ohysics|
ditficulties. Taxe the fsue of ship board repre
sentation for instance. This has bean foughkt for
since betore tho war. Yoo see, 1hara have nevar
been shop stawasds on shipe This fact, com
hined with tha powars that the master and
avniers have, means that life on board s,

hall it is dangerous, the hours are long, and
the master can cut your oay by all kinds of
panaltiss. Tha point s that thare is no reprosen
lation on tha ship itself, and thersiare by che
time the union takes up the cass, the aster
anek his ship have sailed, the witnesas are on
the ather side of the warld, and so ar. Men
xnows from experience that thara is no point in
presing 8 cag and 50 when they coma eshore
they just want to gt away from the ship and

e their axrros, OF sourse peaple gn on
haing killed as a resalt of MUS imootence. Nesw,
the shipowners have never had to appose ship-
beaard representation, because tha union axac -
tive has done it for them, IF pouw Hlick bodk o
the AGMs, you will see that nearly every yeer
sinee the war, the branches have put up mations
tar reprezantation which hava been nnoosed by
the executive. The reasens the executive give for
OpEaEng it gre very imteresting, Ooe arguiment
they usad was that shop stewards could sasily
s witirmised —tut this is just an apology for the
cowardice of the executive befare the ship-
oveners, Tha second argumant is political. Yates,
gan. sec. from 1847 o 1960, used the amgumant
time and time again that ship's committess or
delegatas were nothing more than attempts by
Cormunists in the union to endermineg the
work of the union! that thess commitiess
wiruld mislesd the crew! and that the troukle-
mssrs would be bringing abowt situations
which the exeacut ve couldn’t cont il

In other waords, the MUS ware saying that
elfactove trade ynians would damaga the NUS!
In fact, the degeneration of the NUS has nathing
o do with phywsical condit iomns, labowr turnover,
gte. |t is the result of political ard economic
pressures gxercised or the union by the ship-
e arncd by the state who always back this
saction of ampioyers pewHether Cabiour am in
poseer o Toryl, We are strategically vital to
British capitalisrn. The state has glways backed
them o the Silt s abviows wden wou con-
sidar the potantial posver we hewe. To wall off
in & forelgn port, or a withdrawsal of labour at
520, can arippla whole sections of indugury.
Agaim, the seamen coubd defeat any anti-union
Bill that the Tones wanted to pas simply by
giriking Tor a few deys. So you e it is very
Important for the capitalist clas as a whele 1o
harer the clavsas in the Merchant Shipping Act
which enable them ta lirne and jail strilcgrs, anct
it is vital for them that no shipboard reprasan-
tataan comes aboot, Mow all union bureaucrecy
can be turmed apainst the interests of the
workers. This is done ail the time by the gm
amployars topethar exerciss more than normal
presare in this dirpction,

Whan tha MLIS wes san up by Havelock Wil
gy Defara the First World War, it was a militant
upiom. But dusing the war, Wifsan was pettad on
the back by the gevernmant and teld thst if tha
hovys mide grast sacrifices at sea, they veauld all
shara in & batter waorld aftensards, etz OF
aourse, after tha war the govwernment Backed the
driponniers, and things bocame worse, not
battar. The sama thing hapoened in the Secard
Wiorld War. The leatershlp of the MUS scabbad
an the Genarol Strike of 1826, they backed
strike-breaking unions finascially, and ai one
point | 19921 were gven expelled from the TUC,
The British eoenomy more than any atker
capitalist economy depends on the sea-that's
wihy aur pey and conditians are steilar o that
ol tha Groek and Spanish seamen. It'3 no acci-
dant that we bave the most resctionary rule
ook of all Bitish trade wnions, nor that we'rs
unable to control tha executiva council. Only
the general sscretary and sveral seegoing
membars of tha axacutive are elected—the rest
ere officiels appointed by the genaral secratary,
Ft's not accidental that many of thaze aMicials
have worked lor the Shipoing Federation bafare
and aftar baing in the NUS, nor that some hive
worked for 1RIS Hindustrial Ressarch and Infar-
matian Serdicas) whoses main job is seeking out
COMLITHETS (0 induestmy and b.fiiﬂing filns for
the employars. The NUS has finglly aliowed
conyenars an beisrd shio, but they are cae Sulby
selected by the officials and hava no pov
bBoard ship anyway, acting as infermation
links only with the buresucracy on shora, Red-
baitirg has been rife—Hagarth got hig pos from
Jim Elater in the 1962 elections hy crasting 8
hugs red scare and using the off < izl union
magazine to da it with, Yates reckansd that tha
1960 sorike was the work of Cammunists sven
though decisions ware teker unanimously By sil
the men in the ports &1 the time. Wilson st it
of coursa during the “G6 strike arnd got sactions
of 1he: copitalist press 10 cooparas with hirm on
this.
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The union has ahweys ssbotaped from the
stertany hope of progres. The negotiating
comrmittae s2at up 1o ook into the redundaney
suhame wias seloctad By tha exacutive and
consisted ol Bricish Rail man whe wesen't
effacted by it. The state has always loadel any
Irquirias into shipping. The Rochdela [ nguiry,
which favourad general purposs manning, is an
exoellent sxample of how the state alasays bachs,
thie cwngrs—the men nominated by tha Govern-
ment ta regrasant the trade unior sicde bad
nothing whatewar to do with shipping: Frank
Chapple and Les Cannon, two of the most
right-wing trade unicnists in the business.
—What action do the rank and fikn intond to
take?

Therank and filemust find waiys by forming
‘aiganisaticns in the parts o control the deck-
sipns teken by oranches in ordes 1o grossuriss
the MUS executive, This alone will rot bs
enowgh though, because the make-up of tha
meesutive olkxys it to be controflad by Hagarth
arel ke frierds, aned they racely heed the decis-
ions of branchas anyway. Our anly raal ansesar
i b pike oo tha prassure by miBlitant activity

1o bring abowt a merger woith the TRGWL. This
will give us nawe Tules toowork wnder and siom
us to channel the militancy that exists an avary
ship inte 8 oohasive shaps ta lght the ship
oers, Bidiove mie, seamen don't suffer from
many political illusions Thiey undarstand tha
e the LIS has plivvad; smd Ratred of it is
univarsal. They weould willingly bum down the
biranches, many of them, but this of course
lagd s nowhere, We have to channal this agaras.
sion into & fghting weapon wich a thought-out
stratamy, A% tha morment we ars bullding &

rank and file organisatian arowid & paper cellel
The Seaman & Charrer, and | would urga any
e e read s Bhis interviesy toresd it and
support it, Wa built & similar rcyement ance
beford knowwn a3 the Matiomal Seamen’s Faform
Mewermient, This did valuable wark during the
pericd of militanaey i thee sixthes, bot its indivi
dusl leaders becams victimizsd, froren out of
the Industry, and 0 on. Some good militants
went into the executive whara they still fight,
but whara they are sl ated. We hava to organisa
around this oojactive of getting inte the TEG,
Mot beceuse we bilindly trust tha TEG leadar-
ship ar imegine it can fight all aur bateles for us,
but hecause it gives ud a new framesork. This
will b a hard fight—against the Shipping Feders-
tign. the Tories anc the MUS itsalf. Aemember
that in 1282 500 Glaggow tugmen kad to strike
for five weeks betarg they could par into the
T&G, [t has done good weork far those seaman
luck y enough to gat into {1—7,000 mermbers 0
deap-saa fishing vessals, tor instance, have gained
axamption from the Merchant Shipping Act,
Anothar exanple is the cosstal dradgers. A few
wesars A, the ooy and cond itone an this jaks
wierg alominalale. Under the T&G, the mea
heve galned one-wesk -on-onewask-off and £60
awepek, Gatting ivto the TERG would maan we
vaould have the hacking ot a lerge organisation
abile o oo inate strke support, able o find
furds, amd able to do necessary ressarch foes
hawa two redeaschers in MUS, gne an ex-lRIE
man). Tha TEG wadkd haws 14 light tha
erfiplayar oo get us out, but thic is not beyard
its abiility —although we kava 1o reach the rank
ard file in that uiion too. There is no other
real ootian. Bresceairy unions heven't succased
in the past—tka Filkington example is fresh in

evryhondy's mind wherp militanes left the
'he paint is that we have the fighting

resources. The laading militants have already
argan s to fight in tha branches: prd take
ships an shart rung that enable therm to be in
the right plece at the righs time. The militanay
that hasbuilt ug in the sixties isscill very high
We have lgarnt @ lot fromour mistakes. & lot of
wounger mernhers have antared the industry
during tha last ten vaars s bawve guicky
become militants, This makas it agser 1o light
thix constant @ndaney oy demsarafisation in our
ranss and i1 alsn means that men asauite &
porlitica? mereoactive mars aasily in the merchant
nevy than orcbably @y other indostry,

GMWLU ta form a néaw Glassvorkers UWnien and
ware frozan out
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crmingte arceste the eroopehave succeeded in

fEnENG md have chus

rches. Feacring tu

polariamng agatnst themachies cvery sectianof
"Iu. Cat I‘i'l i %h*'rm 5

Atypical ¥ " betwesn Bririzh troops
and e preimdse Hemants”,

I.,_. =

ik the form
al some 'r':'\l'I'IF r\.“l'lp-ll_' I_Il_i'_h.\' |_||_5.-:|r_-:5 arormd,
their reacting with stanes, the bringing in of
I [,

waonld 1

mioTe sromes, the Froops 'J_{i,:lj:: L]

gas. The g gas A tecrs anly the peopls whe can’t

l.-“ away from it; 5o sl |.1r.r||_'.||4.- vick people, and
ery yoony child:

viLIm, This meanes vople with peiral bombs

and often the e of wing as older men stars

n are the anly sidious

prat ‘|."I'Ii' r:'ll"'l- HEREH

There are two olas st examples af rhis, The
first was the arms smerch and cirfew i the
Lower Falls, Belfast, i July 1970,
oedered the inhabitancs af che seen data el
hoases, and soaked the sres widl with 05 Fak
Ehe troops proceeded: to tear the boase ;|[:?r't in
o search Far arms, arres |||;, I,,_-;_-.-Jlg whelezale,
gunining down three men, and Tunning over
amather with an armacred car. Fecple in the
args e teelily to thewr hovee being brokes up,
relighous ornaments being cnashed, and b
I:n.'.:'.l; stolen. This led o 4 16-haur gin-hartle
beswieen e Brltish Armny and che Ctlicial [RA,
Afterwards i owas admizrad thar the curfew had
been entirely illegsl

Hivinig

cadd zhae arly a ting goas-
ety of armie was Tound. [t was chie which brake
the uneasy trice
the

Debaeen the Hritich -‘|r|j|:|- and
nabitinzs of the Catholic ghetioes; all
||.-'i i <an .|'|€ 'I.-I:'.:'l'l Il;l;_.g._ ber Eluis
by the Bricish Army

J T TR | luppened only 8 shorr time g,

P i e i

RELAND : REPUBLIGANISN

[ P LT

.-1’__!- 'b:l-;[.r .IE L 11._
4

ACB Specal s saued Srearma by a

W"iL' LBt televasien and padio did tol repoTc
the real Tets, and these wag i reference to it
||| the newspapers later

The Trish Tisies repoct. concerns an licident
at the Uiy Flats on Satueday February 27ch,
fialfo the weekly purade of supporEees of
the Pratestant Licfeld Foethall ©lub; wha de
theis best ta shive their concemae for che
Catholic tnhabkitants ol the [lats. befare poing
ke e Bhankill ‘This is alwrays an explosive
time, and

The LTOGps ¥ure

ound olae flats, prewent
Iy entrance or exic dur

i the vime the Einfiek
supporeers ars puassiign The repart ! eavs:

“afrer bt the Liznfiekd luns
WD gy, pase zhe flats s o4 up home towards
the Shankil coad. ., At the Fazs rhe potice
were bogdnning to mowe avae ala, Ironqps
began to push slightls aoninet the crovd of
Carlobies which had Lricted dnse usalid 200

oo bt seill chere seeied na nesd for coLcerm

"Quite imex pectediy twa water cannon began
znomacve towiacds the sncrapce of the [las® fore
A suldier was heard ro say somerhing
wirh the wards ‘warer cannon’, Wheehes
he BV crder ta fire then i o ciine -rl—rh-'\-
weaner caiman was bred, A jor of water showercd
the arowd whe backsd firther Into the cobre-
Fard, Anuther jet Fallowed, sorte missiles were
theowen and at least theee seldiers fired aboor o
deszeit rubbar by lers

“Wharever hopes there had been for & peace
ful evening were gone: Mow shower alter
showwer ol nussiles descended on ke s w e
tepliod with walle ¥ after w:-“l:'.- af rubbes bollets,
while streams ||ur||. the warer canndis swept the

Hage:d
v

e it

"AL e stapge a prey van le a¥Ing, the area had
its windscreen simushed by a stone, & seldiar
shoased | " Watch chas van®and vwe soldisrs
rished towards iz They pusked their rubber
bullet genein theough the brazen wisd sereen
umed 'Fi*rrl seviral rownds af builers at poine hlank
range. They did rhe same -
windows.

through the side

A B
The van driver waz arzested and taken awav,

Bl Lilvter Clsastabulary sermeani

Citizens' Dhafence Comumdtiee was fiming the
happenings He left his camgrain a shop, and
wad chased back tinto the «.hap B some soldipre
The shop owner, Mr. Anstin, tied
entecing bis shops

*“The man with the baran came lorwand
shightly un-:l 1|r|:-'|-.||¢| Mr, Austin wus standing
in frant of him, tried o ger pasy,

YA D I.!'ﬂ' tollowed, The soldier hit M.
Aueesin several timses across the haad and arms
wrirly his baven, Me. Suostin grabhed thi suld e
zoind the neck and peshed him back towards
the stairs. When this bapoeiced a soldier whn
wis now &f the rop of the seps moved back
shightly and leaned againstthe back banlscecs,
He made twa merallic sounds wiih his rifle.
poanred it ar Me, Austin's Forehead and
sereamed s 1E v don't meee 1 I—ing shoot
YO

o B0 Chem

When atie reallses that the croaps hava been

-careying eur simtlar actions o ol of the Cathelic

areas of Felfase for monthe nowe, and thar chees
hawe been noosucl acciors zgaines Protestant
abeag, despite the known fagr thar chere ase

lazpe quantitizs of arma theres aod tha the

Srave hopes of progress cow civil rights
'H.'hil'l' - ri"l'lll"!'li'cul:":'i ||:n|l.'|,' [FIiRS
thutesiabised - chat are mployinent in the Morth of
Ireland iz rising rapidly, aad thas the inhzbicancs
of these phettoes have na hope lefeaf & degens
lifer iria bardly surprising that there should have
developed deep tonds berween rhem, aad cheic
armed wnguard —she high Republican Az,

the Bricish gowsrnment

PeHA T IS THE TRA

The TRA is beat kacwe For its twn CHAMpPAIENs
againar Northeen Ireland e 1938, and 1954,
Irwas forneed fromn that part af che 1rish
gurrrilla army which after the strigale agains
Britain between 1918 aiwl 1922 cefused ta
accept the Treary and the partitinn of Ireland.
In the civil war agains: the forces of the "Troe
Stace™. it fatled ta reverss this beteaval,
existed cves since us an ireepular army, dedicated
ta combatting British imperialisn's bold an Tre-

annd Brias

Feitian Beatherhood, the nld “ahesacal {oeee!
mavesnent whicl mads several heroie attemp
in the
land.
Frllowing the Failure of the T980-62 cam-
piLsga, thie leadiors of the TRA epent 3 lomg v
dizewszing the re ? Whar
was lotpoztant o them was nat ther mihtary
defeat but that they had failed o ger the sup
past of the lrigh people. With such support
rheir puerrilia war would biave bz invinciile

last century ta drive Brizain out of Tre-

asans for theic .[r.l.l.l.l.

willvout b, despite che widesoread sempachy
they recsived, thay were powmeiless apainsr =iy
wromed might of Brizish impesialise

Thia leop discusston bad prafourd conse
quences. A largs secrion of the mevement
began 1o realize the oeed for & clear idea of 1)
Lind af [eeland worth r-'a;:'l:;r'.g for. and chat t
only merspestive was o fight for 2 Workers
Republic, This coincided with a move sy ©
such pructices as refiring to recognise caurzs,
or to answer police questicns, which had l=d
miliranse need Teasly going inco prisan, this
weakening the o ene fusther 1 4 Mo
the deozping of che “abeentionis™ police ol
1o take seats if elected to Westmitste
the Lail

<

refising
Htormeant of

OFFICTALS Y AND "PROFTSIONALS Y

It wics the latter poiot which was the csteasik
reason for the split last vear between che
“Sofficials™ and the “Frovisianals”. Fallawing
the decision of the Azme Council i Bavour o
srding the abscentionist policy. che 1970 Arc
Fheis (Canferenez! of the Republican Move
ment s politieal w Illg. Sinn Fein, suppascad o
shandonment by a small majority fwhichwn
s enoagh I:-::- miake the necessary change in
constitucion).® A large number of che delega
walked oot setong up the “Provisional Arovy
Coaneil’ and the “Caretaker Bxecacive of 5
Fuein,™

The differences were of course wore pro-
fund chan on che question of shez=atinn, ch
Provislanale also cejected the socialiss perspes
rive of the Officials, and accoss the Officials
b fa ||i (alikig I'l"'"l-\.l
reaty it p,u.l.nnfl t5. butof I:-fu'\.lg,I umider
communis influenes

oAl Grdy 0 '|:|-\. I11$.I‘1"'r'l

ALGLET fag

Thut there mrac anather issne, which has bean -
cantse of the resl deep bicrerness besereen the
rwo organismtions, and thar is che ralz of the
Ariny Council during the Augast 1960 v
in the Morch, The fact that, when the propla

Bogside and Falls wers I-.J.L'rl.l:,I a pagrom by tE
“B Epecialsand RUC, the Avmy Council dis
ot send the aema which were smilable. Carh
Ln_'nuldng. the Chiel of Siall, las Lx[_'l].uuuj i |
reasans for this?: they cacry a great deal of

cormrctinn. Hoawever, the Facr of the failure o
Pk armis no appesr, a0 o decisive maoment, oo
bizied with the taen of
pors phesical force cactics, has erakled the

Provialanalz 1o label them as “pacifist™ and

accuse them of rasming down che amoed sect
o the movemeanc. 15 additian che Provisiznal

the Diiclads sway o

bave cidocbredly pooe sur of theie way 1o

prave cheir ewn miltarcy against che Bricish
troops. This has ceoded 1o ot sooe the facr il
the longest engagement between Bovish troo
and Republican forces since the Black and Ts
Wars was che Da-hoor gun bacte carsiad on b
the Offcial LA in the Lower Falls luse July

QEFICTALS V. PROFTSIONALS?

It i impoadble ac this stage o conunens koo
ledgeahly om che recent conflives berween OF
cizls and Prosisinnale: howeyer, it is lmpastan
ronate the raleof the Brosh Army and the
liricisly proes

Far the lasr chree maonchs
fhave been continaal headlites about warfare
between the two oioventents there dre twa
aspects of this reportage. Biesdy, i lus been
::rl|.'lJL', (]
Tauary the newspapers were fell of che tnc
denars inowhich men were Found tarred and
feathered in the Lowes Falls, They sereamed
about thas being an interoml fend o the [RA,
and later reported [in very small svpe) char
pulice theughs that the men vwerein fact pes

ar more, rhers

ito sav the least] inpccarace. Bore

crarminials who had been punished by olie TR
for hirrglary in the area. Republicans in the
Fonevr Falle canfirmed rhia o me when |
vistted Bellua a2 the end of Taouary, They o
plained that chese men had heen breaking ira
howses, small shops and pubs usder che miars



« BRITISH IMPERIRLISM

sentence with a fairly good grace, having had &t

riher depreda
fead o sterner

et plasised fo them thar any
tions against the peopls would
gunizshiment. {According to the British press
this was proof of che brutality and bowlassness
of —the TRA! L Grher Dncidencs have beea

played op in @ simitlar mammer

Important 1L CEjar
ring the conflicte They tulk of “internal feuds",
al the “militant breakaway Provisionals™, and
of the “repular IR A™, In fact, the Oificials and
the Provigionals are two quite separate orginis
tiois, which operate generally in different areas
It seemis fairly certain char the Provisionals can

Llen, 15 Ehe languge weed s

tury Sut larper nwimbers in conflicty with the
Army. than the Cficials, ind thar they luav
hegemnony in more areas; cerfainly of Belfas
Sathat falk of them being 2 “breskaway™ gan
unly be calculated 1o sting them into proving
their military capacity, and talk of the Provi
slonals being more “militane” most be deslpnod
tr prad the Cfficials into proving their cwn
“ricility'™ {ro vse 4 Favoririte term of the sm
press |

ARBITRATION MACHINER Y

The British papers quise ignosed the fact thas i
[anuary the two ocgatistions s2t up arhicration
machinery to regulaze any conflicts berween
them. It eofortonaeely seeme evident thar this
i :'rnnen_.' has |'\l'||:-..'|'| .Il_l',du | !Iq_"\.l.l By |_||u Pr.;:l_;
has also largely fgnosed che fact that, st the
rimie of writing, they are operating another
truce. The pattern s clear: the presswishzs o
play upy and exacerbate, the conflicts, in the
hope that the (Hficials and Provisicnals will
turn their guns om each orhes, rather thar oo
thair real encmy:

THE BRITISH ARM Y 5 GAME

The British Army has been plaving o similac
game: When T commented to Republicans in the
Falls on the draratic absence of a Beitich mili

iC r:'.:.'-\.-.‘l: :Jr' r.l- ::'Iq:'i

tary presence there,
ey plamed that 2 fors
berween themse bves and the Prowidonaly, the
i wite inmediately withd mwn | They
ol salv construs this ae o move dictated by
I:I:ll' ._'Il::rll’! I:l‘l.lr '.I'.l v o ol |_1.\_ an ext=nson .'\;r-
the conflict. So much for the Botish Armoy

"I"..- W o tes ahomdimg

Ecoping the peace!

With the Brirish press and Army s keen on
Republican fighting Republican, it would he an
obvicus traged y were the conflict to continue,
and it is to be hoped that the present negotia
rions succesd. There is not enuigh evidence
wvailub:le, nor would it be helpful, in the prosent
context to discuss the conflices in derail; The
#ed Male will ery to get some material on this
In Fovire Bsnes, However, ic ik neceszary to
state gt attitide to bath Kepublican organisa-
thixiiz

EACONINTIONAL SUPYIRT

We suppart bath against British Imperiabism,
and defend cheir right o take action against the
Brivish occupation forces, We have policical
differences with both, but we suppart cheie
strugple uncondittonally, as is the dusy ol evesy
Brtish revalurianaey, We recopnise both 4 she
vanpustd of the oppressed rlin.;'-nr'_.-'. We suppor
them, and w= suppore char minosity, whea chey
artack Brirish troops. We suppac theom when
they throw stones, when they chrow petrol
bombs, snd when chey shoot ar Dritich troops,
Lincaond =ianally,

THE EFOLLTHONOF THE DFEICTALS

Meverthelem, regular ceaders of The Bed Aale
will o doubt be awars that we have paid a
great deal of artention ra the evolution of che
[¥ficial Repaby liean Movezent; it is clear From
what we hgve written that we consider them o
be the most imporzent sosialist orgiisation in
Ireland todas. We think thar in the lang term
they will play o much preater rale o liberating
leeland chan will the Provisionala, This 3s oo
solely becawse of the fact thar che Oficizls havs
embraced a socialist pesapective;
impareanr is their capability of giving 5 politios
lead to che [rish people In 2 soarion whese L
British Army B smashing op Ardovoe or Bally-
miarphy, the Provisonals can gain widespread
aupport Lor their milicary effoctivesnies, Bul
WETE BI.'ITi'.l'I im P.‘:I'i:il':'ﬂ'. I;u.\J il_'"l_lll i c‘h;\_\-ng;\; e
tactics, and not offer the manority chis provosy
tinn. even if only for 4 pesicd, the Provizionals
weauld huve no role to play within chese vom-

nech more

munsties. Whereas the Officials lave been
working patiently to sasse the poliical conacious

s
which was behind hasricades in August 79, the
Lonwer Falls, s i arve whers the {1:[\-|_'_i.|=:| iaTE
strongest; the ex perierce of that strupggle muost
Have raised e general level of policies! can-

sCloUsTEss.

THE SHOOTING OF THE THEEE SOLINERS

Now the question of the shoocing of the three
soldiers in Belfase. To survev the British press i
to teel a serong physical revuluon. Seldom have

ay beun mare hypocntical, or blstantly

prejudiced. It s a tener of bourgeo law thas a

man i innocent untll proved gualty. Withouw
wriy lresivatiion the Britich presa hae peesomned

the repondbilbity of an earire movement. In the
tmoaphere of hywreris o

e have whipped up

it will be impowsible for any member of the IRA  responsthilicy for actions which & has token, and

o gt & fair trial an any charge. let alone the
harge of killng thess saldicis

WHAT THEY HAVE NOT CENDEMNED

They have ot eondemned the brutalisy of Bei
tish irnperialism which compelled the Irish

penpls to l.'|l:l-'l.'|l.||.1 anarmed movement-to fight
for theie freed oen in the Firse place. Thev have

Elliman, alies dower wher ta mp - brzichsF
fresh air during General Freeland e iFepsl
curfew; nor did chey scream when British
soldivis subsequently broke down the doar of
his buwes, und having helped themeelves 1o g
cap of his tea. dossed down in the vpatalrs
raom while their dictim was jrsping ot his life
in hospital (i took him o week o dig)®

WHAT IS THE PROOE?

What is the proof that the 1A shot chess
saldiers? There is none. Some papers havs
mentioned, in possing, that bach TRA's have
imaned denlile They hovs nar menrioned the
fact chat it has been a rgich pracrice of che 1HA,
belore and after che splic, o a

nesince s

that there is ni known case where they have
denked respoansibiliey for something, and it has
Later been provid chat they wers calpable,

OTHER THEOQRIES

I'here are other theories thay are at least as
plausible an the basis of the svidercs, Fou
example, that the UNVE were che culpeits ol

nat condemned che anemploveent which forced immediate demonstrations for temmoens of
young Scotsmen to join the Army. They didnot 1RA leaders would be the kind of respoase rhey

wax hysterical ower any of the 17- 18 chviliana
wha have been killed in the Morth in the last
few monchs They did not mourn when Chasles
il was run down by an armoured car in
July "0 when erying to signaliic to stops tey
were not shocked whon the troops eold one of
his neighbours, *'Move on,. rou Irsh hastard—
these are not encugh of you dead.™ They did
wal devote beadlines to the death of Farrick

would hope ro gain}, The British press Has nar
reportid that che soldiers arsre Taar seen in the
I.UIJLFI:.:I'-' l\.l|- ::-I:I'.l.' J: :i:’l-'l‘]'::'_'g.; They |'|_;|l,l: (L [ kg |
mencad on che steangroess of thess soldiers
Being ternpted sway 1o a lanaly place by preccr e
they could not hovs known, i g city whees thee
would expece o hare many eneedes, B

THE PR ST QN THE CAMPAIGN

The purpose of the press campaign is prompted
iteither by a desire for truch nor by sympathy
with the vicrinss Tt 78 4 ruchless agtempt 1o s
the srens for more represive measirss m the
Meteh, 16 the Srormene povernment does no
ineroduce internment over this sane, the hys
ceria evoked will help chem il they use same
atherincident wsan excuse- The atmosphers the
presg lave tried to create will help fn roughe
meazuces, amd will be used to cover up For ans
ontrages of the troops againat the minoricy, For
sxample. the S, repatting resctians from the
dead men’s placoon, guotes alanee-corporal a
saying that if they had not been wichdrawn
[roen dury, “Theee eonld hawvs beer same Irish
Blaod abour the plage7

THE FEXRCLTTON OF SOLITERS

O3 covrse it is possihle thar chey arere killed for
s specific reason by Repoblcans And it
could be rhar as the scruggle shorpens in the
cemting pericd, saldices il he sxecured as a
punishment foracts ol britalivy, as tepriaals
ar as 2 pleaiis of demoralising the Britssh Acmy
Such methods ars forced oo guenille armiss
Clghtiing an snemy anch vy seperior fize-
poerer, They have been vsed on Trizish ‘-'u-»'-'.Hltri
belbore and were particulazlv effecove in lorcing
tham sut of South Yemen, B Ireland being
lieirain s backdonr, thay will have a much more
prodound cffect on “poublic apinion™ if used
rhere.

Revalnsionaries shauld not bead to che
presiure which will brew op. Ws must say
clearky that we delend the Tatces fighting Briviak
imperiglism in lreland, and we will not seek to
pell them low to wage their stropgle. "W i
point the finger at the real culprita of the vial
ence—those whoare coying Lo caaintain poo il
i ecapomic damination aver Irelamd. 1F the
Britisly govornment is really worried showr the
fate of British soldiers, ite coure of action
simple withdraow them, They pever had any
righe £ bein Ireland in the fice place,

Rt lee us reicerats, thene is no evidende
thar the TRA, Official or Providonal, has taken
up  policy ol tetror againat the troaps: or tha
they will, ant we do oot Gceepr that there is any
eridence to support the accestions that they

killed these particniar soldiers.

THE TRISH PROBLEM AND THE BRITISH
LEFT

The Latese crivie ix avidence of che continuing
Insolbility af the trish prahlem foa Bricish
imperialism. The permanett czisis s no neares
sxlutian, Unforcunately, it lus cast s woetyl
light an rhe Beitish beft, As the stroggles have
pecalated, pur salidarisy action has de-cocalated

Part aif the reasen for shis has been the
zremendons vpsmge in the workers' movernent
in Bricain; this bas obscared che importance of
other issees (It mesna, for imscance, that we are
quite unprepaeed for a fight over the Toumigrs
rion Dfk, We moust be clear; we bear a histasical
responshifity to support the Insh people™
seragple,

[z is oot ennugh ta calk abaut the creugple
zgainse the Induserial Relations Bill aiding he
Trish &y engagring the enemy an anoches Frone
We need oo momnt s apecial campaign to ea-
pPlain che real facea 1o the British wockers, ather
wiie they will be stampedead inte sopparting the
futaite r:-:?rr's.':in 1.

Triawital that the Erish Salidarity Campaign
be seen as the focos of sor efforts; and that
sectians of che laft wha havs dropped out tuen
onee mare 20 building o serious united ront A
srart 2 b made by helping to build che Easter
acticns which 150 plans On Eastar Sunday chey
will be supparcing the Castér demanscration in
Birmingham of Clann na b Giveann (the Cfficial
fepublizan Movement in Britain], Aad on
Euseer Manday they will be holding o public
meezing and filmshow in Togden

Wirhdeaw Bricish Troops Bow!
Suppart the Armed Action of che Trish People!
SelbIPecermination far leeland?

Hoh Pyrdie

MIOTES

1. Jrvad Favoer, 0dencay Bk T, 1274

2. Bew qerviers with Catkal Goulding in Aew LefT
Hevivw Ma. B4,

. The Officinl Aspuaiican Mavamant Sk roes
digapad] e ablennion sl policy'; e ihe report on the
1971 Binr Fen Ard-Fhes in Red Sole, 1o 15th Feb
gy



B Arpr=vms m 19469 there was an onpreceden-
il erupisan of the working class onto the
poinical sorme. The workers vigoronsly deman
g both w the workplace and on the
wweeis ihew opposition to the antiworking
phew and ameipopular polickes of e milicary
 SLRTEE ship, which expresses the interests of
B bmpermlie mosopolics. [n Cordoba, 1len
pepecially b Rosario, the mass mohilisarions
sery guchly developed into confrantation with
e farces of repression.

Thas expetience faced the Argentian
ke on a really massive scale, wich the
pration of armed stroggle.

Dhring 1970 che intesvention of che san-
mandl i all levels, and In particular on the level
ol rmied acrions, grew consderably, The van
! coganisations spughe to fad throuph such
wenions the boginning of a solution to the
et posed by the intenstficacion nf che
e stropgle. These armed acrions had on
Weweral occastons international reverberations;
Sepanimriong such ag the Rebel Armed Forces
CFaR
T
Rmrwn miernationully, Appropriutions uf
ey and arms wers combined with acts of

the Arpentinian Revolotionary Move
MRA L the Mantoneros, ete. becamas

e propagands which went az Far ae the

Weesaation Tor o few house of cortalis towns in
W it o of the country

Ui of the miosr active .'ug:an'i:.ri snik in the
e frw months kas without doubt been che
Wvlotionary I‘n:'rlpl.-.':'a. Army | ERPE, Bjercizn
eeelocinnario dol pucblo), o mass organiarion
. wp by the Workers® Revalutbonary Pasty
IPRT. Partido revolucionario de los rrabaja-
il

The sctions with ERP's marme attached to
e date from the last monchs of 1970 'che
BRF ws created s the resel of o political

decision raken by the most recent congease of
the PRT, whickh was held in June of chis saome
year . . of the congress decided to anganise the
ERF, an army which must be proletaian m ts
sorhpl u-:anl.l.:-\.iT: an. revolutignary in ik P"’“"'i"-"j'
with the chjective of nisuming the lunctiens of
2 mass arganisation, since it ls desrined o act

in the framewark of & popolar civil wae™ In
sdditian, tha coisizades of the PRET catfirmed

in this Fifth Congress the thesie which it Tugards
as central: “the cansolidation af & revnlutlomry

party. of a class purty of socialist ideclogy
which takes an active part in tlie proletarian
internatinmalizm of the Fourth lnternational
lecd bv Ernest Mandel, Pierre Frank and Alain
Krvine "

Since the moeth of September, there ha
been at least one ERP action a day, Thelr com
mando grovps are sctive especially in Rosirio,
Curdoba, Tucwman and Hapnos Alres. The ERF
combines its political work with action designed
cither to secwmiulane resources or 1o make
armed Frl_lpﬁ:;:;iﬂd.l_ Thus. in addition te several
by ex progeiations, | ke ERP has made interven
rione in student sssembiies, snd hes distributed
fuod in working class wreas and slume This
arises from the coneeprion of the BRP aceording
ta which "we are at tle beginning ol the

revalusiomiry civil war, at che stage of armed

nropagands, of the zecumulation of forves, of
;:|-:-'.l';1ifrmini|15 af the enemy, Dbvioushy we
think cliar the war will be long, bt we are con-
vinced that it hae ulready hepun, even if it s for
the moment seccions of the v L'|p,l.=='|-rl'| which are
waging if."

In order 1o gee an idea of the response wlitch
actions of armed propaganda can asouse, of the
progress which is being made by the idea al
n::.rb';,:f_:::w_' |',_":l.rni|.'li,|,:r_~;|:|"-_\.' -,-'il_'lli."-r!rl;‘- and .I'-Jl widr, it
in ennazgh wo gEve & tepore af the agitation
carcied on at the FIAT Bactory ac Fetteyra near

Cerdobs during the last wesk of December,
The l.j;,'_':ll__'_-'-i.-'u fn i i postans ind ustra)

aivar the 3.000 workers ef the FIAT factory

played a primary peali in che struggdes in this

area recently, Several woskers’ delopates were
wnieler il For tzade anian activities and far
sesigrancr to police brufalitios, and the manage
il -',b--"rl'.r' -:-::-|:||'|.a-\.l.|'|:.' v need £ osasa :"1c~rr'. on
wAinus prefete.

(i December 22nd. & commandy of the
FRP disarnts the goard of the factory. geesinto
rhe factuey and calls the workess eogecher for A

meeting The local press gives a dutailed account:

y warkersaid to che PRT spraker:s Put duwn
yuur machine gun, mate. we'rs all i agraemeans
here. The apeakes smiled and pur dowm his
machine gon-. " The comrads e.:].'-Ll.]r.l.'d the
pasitinn o il Parry im relation to the general
gituation in the country and the repressive
incentinns of the managemet. “He had sacha
sinccess that Joag after he had lefr, prozected by
the warkers, rounds of applanse could erill he
heard."! & few davs later, alter the sacking of
the delegares, th e.]-'l.ﬂ; workers retaliated wrich

i strike and an srganised pocupation. They alio

beld in che factory, a5 hostager. more than 200
supervisnes. foremen, engineees. 28, . Pwery-
thing was pregaced for resistance against police
sitack: harrels oF petrod at scrategic pobits,
stocks of Molotay cockeails, ete. . O the
second day of the nccopation the President of
the Kepublic, General Levingsrone, isaucd @
decree ordering the ending of the occupation,
rl:lg::l:h or weith a fwo-hoir wimaoaim s I'.‘-*l'l-."_F
the decree o the forces of order wrould be sent
in. The FIAT warkecs tejected tha deerse, che
ultbmcum and the thyesce znd the governos
of Cardeba provizce, faced with the prospect
af & mvarderme confrontativn, theeasened the
Preddent of the RepubHothat he would cesign
if the decres wis met withdrawa, Onrhe

RMED STRUGGLE IN ARGENTINA

crpiey af che tine fimir, about ane o'clack in
the mocing, the shcackan remained unchanged;
ar maddar che factory was sl accupeed and all
the Fuctories i the ares isd stopped snorsin
golidarity. Acthres o’clock tn the aftemoon. on
the order of President Levingstone, the Mipise
of Labour expresshy asced che menapement o
reemploy the sacked workers® delegate s, wilich
it finally ogremd to do, The hostages wers
released. the factary was evocvated in the even
irtgz, weithout he auclozizies having dwed 1o
display 2 single policeman.

This wick nry of the wotrkers l.u.lt'.l.'..l.-\'.'!'\- the new
toros of srropple which are necessary for even
elementary demunds by the workers 1o be satis
tied. Lz g covnery whese she boorgenisie hasn't
much to give swav, only che chesat of o parcial
b ol force, with o dvnamic which i3 unecns-
trollable by the bowrgenisie, can drag from
the espect of the workers! tights and chie saris-
facrion of asw demands This s the dirsctinn in
ades of the PRT und the ERP

Aars l.'.-'f'l"l\.'ll'g. .r.'I!'!':.' are .-'-L'IZZII.'I'I'.II.-II:ZI'IE the neces

which the coit

Sury COEOErceE fog a:‘,!-.'l.'.-ﬂ'il'lpl the reval Itonary
wiar: they are training i action the emboyos of
the revaluzionary semys and thev aze scimulating
throuph propagands and serion the matuing of
the mass movemengs of Arpentinian workers,

Armed actiong bave alzead v become anim-
portan: faceor in che undennining af the domi
nadnt clagses and of rhedr midita oy r|i:.r;rn|'.:hi':1._
These acdons are also polariing the mdicalisa-
tion of ditferenc secrars of poopls

A new and decisive wapge of the revolutionary
provess will be reached if the organissrions of
the extrame laft show themselves capable ol
integaring significant secrors of the masses in
the semed stroggle in Argentina.

5 Lopes—A: Tones it

 THE SPARTACUS LEAGUE & VIETNAM

e war in [ndo-China has not slackened off
Om the contrary, the Amaricans ars escalating
ihe war (Bed Mole, Vol 2, no, 5. Involvernant
&a the ground of f\mercan troops IE ROT B0
Sgnificant 25 the ever-increasing tonnage of
Bombs droppoed from American planes This
policy has the advantage of allowing the
American politicians to lull the paople [fewer
smmaities, fewer large land clashes inyoiving
American infantry’ end to bluny the antiwar
esmpaign with prormises of de-ascalation, Viet-
Barsstion, etc, We have spen that this “de-as-
Sssion ' has meant extension of the war firs
i Cambodia, now to Laos, and very possibiy
16 Norh Vietnam tomoerew, which is already
Being bombed again. Witk every escalatian,
Sowaver, the Arericans sink deapar into the
mire. The Cambodian incirzion has led toa
Wtuation whare the Lon Nol regime is tottering
andd the popuiar forees hamme: on the gates af
Phnom Penh. The Lactian invasicn, this time
sttampted with Vietnamese troops, has met a
mare crusiing retort still. The pebeyr af Viet-
Eemimatian lies in ruins, fust as the policy of
“mestch and destroy’” lay in roims after the Tet
dfensive in 1963, The Perhet Liao and papular
Wistnamese troops have attacked and smashed
ihe vaunted “elive'’ corps of the puppet South
13 way back to the Vietnamese [reatier. Tha
Americans will kave tesaarch for anaches way
aut of their dilemma: they have noz ruled cut
the use of tactical nuclear waapons against tha
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North, nor of Ameriean air support for an
fnvasitn af the North,

The international eesistance t6 the war iz a
very real factor in the abilicy of the Amarican
imparizlists to manaeuye. We do not mobilise
i1 sclidarity with the revolution in [nda-China,
however. selely o the graund thar the activities
of the Americans are morally outrageons. We
mohilisa becauss wa know that the struggle
againet capitalisn is a world-wids steuggls,
because the revoluticn in Inde-China i still
today the key te world revelution, The proces:
ol permanent revolution has bequnin [ndo-
China. In the Uberased areas the transition 1o
socialist property relacions s taking place. Whas
was a sireggle in Wietnam yesterday, today
smiraces Cambodia and Laos. & victory for
the Indo-Chingse revalution profoundly trans
feems the balince of foroces between the bour
gemisia and the working clas on the werld scale
Itwould have profound effects not fust within
o B hEa ar the “Thisd World” but on the
metrapelivan countries themeslves, not 1o
mention the [urther tensions that it would
crete within the Staliniet blar Solidacoy
acticn with that struggle in Britain has @ twae
feld effect: at coe and che same tima it
EXpressed Sur suppott for the Inda-Chines:
revnlution and is an bmpertant means of intro-
during 4 revel:ticnary interrationalist surrent
into Sritish politics, of demonstrating the
meaitizg and importance of revsluticnary
inTernationalism, of educating lampe qroups of

pecple an the natuss of the gruggle in indo-
China That (= why it i3 important w0 do moe
than juast ks 'FI!I:IT.IIJ..II‘Iﬂd within cut immedi
ara miliew: whether it be factory. universty,
schaol, or whareyer, We must tele ndependent
paliticel action an the Inda China question
nam

Whilo we must rganise independent activity
an thisguestion, such activity mues not bea
subatitute for other forms of political activty,
Indeed, revolutianary soldanty action with the
Viernanese only raally rakes senee if it iz com-
birgd with a total ravolaticnary fifa-style: with
rrtlitant fnvalvernent in the strugole ia Brdtain of
revclutionary youth and #orlkers against the
capitalist syetem, and that means inwvalvement
in arevolutionary organisation abla to intervans
avar the whole spectrum of political issuas.
Thal doag nat mean thal we Moz nat Fvolees
pecple in this campaign against tha war wha
were pol mvalved before o polities. That is
peecisely what we must do: by demonstrating
the nature of the war in Wiatnam, it 15 5 shart
step to demonstrating the nature of capitalism.
"I'he tragedy of the previous Vietnam demon
-straticne e TB7/6D was that many thouwands
were invelved and that theiz invalvement was
not led onto & higher stage, toa stage wheps
their pasistanes o the bourgesisie mubd be
generzlizad and mtagrated with their daily lifa,
Sorme miliants began Lo feal a cortaln wearines
1 repeated dema's on Yietmam, but to the
quastion of bow long to continue the demons-

lrations, we must answer “Ax long 25 the ware
continuas'’.

T That is why it isimportant that the revalu-
ticoary left in Britain mehilise for che interma
tional day af solidarity with the Vigtnamese
people on Saturday Aprl 24th. A demansration
will take plare in Londen an that day,

We shauld mabilise for that demonstrazion,
axplaining that the Americans havs suffersd a
deleat, and that the demonstration will ba a
calabration of that defeat and an earnest af cur
intapntion o take up again the guestion of sali-
darity with the Wietnamese ravolotion. Comeadas
in socialist societies. trade unions, schoals,
should Begin now to mobilisa for thet demans-
tration and 1o ansuee that their aroanisation will
suppert iz Ovr comrades in the Spartacus
Lisague are making & nazianal mebilisation and
hawe approached other srganizations with a view
tex Uitited Front activity on the Vietnam issua.
We are holding a serdes al meetings on Vistnam
throwghout the oontry. Indinduzl comeadas
or groups whe woukl ke details of thess
maetings, or maoye impoctant who would ke o
collabarata with s in this campakn, should
contact Gpartacos Leagae, 152 Pentonville
Faad, Londan ML 1.

VICTORY 70 THE INDOCHINESE BE1°0-

LLUTION.

COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL U5

FORCES NOW.

AN END TC BRITEH COMPLICITY



Pakistan:

The massive amd spoctacular explosion in East
Pakistan was not cormpletely unexpeceed. £ aras
olbvious that any elected represeitatives of East
Bengal would try to modify the econamic and
palirical subjugarion of the country by Wese Pak
ueani capical and 35 protecrors;, 1was preciaely
this oppressian which gave the namonal question
in Easr Bevgal o phenonmenal importance. [or
Pokistan has since its oreation i 1947 heenoa
scate, but never a mation and the naive belief
thar che Muchim religion would transcend all
other bammers and bridge che political, cultugal
and geowraphical gap which divides both pares oF
che country, has been shown 1o be cemplemcly
absurd, The constitutional struggleas onby & sym
prom-of the general unrest which underlies East
Betigali
i the
{and this in:!

I|I.'ir |'|||l\.-\.'|.'r it I||:' Easi ..l,-iliuull,l

fact thae the vester interests in the West

udes Bhutts) will never give up

THE SIXPOINTS AND AT THEY MEAMN

Desprie the fac:
ically called the masses oot an ta the streets
withaut arming them and thos allowed them to
be elaugheeced by the ..r|||l.d lorces of the oo
far are well ove }I]I'J'l

the Pakistan Government only admics 200, bu:

that the Awarmi League cyn-

genis state (the deaths so f

then its Higures of people xilled during the preat
cyclone disuster were not guize accurare cirhes,
varchs & tew mare Bengalis dead or
alive dossn 't really mateer all thae mach!l, the

Ta these bas

masaca have shown as 3 Wai an amazing ;‘L‘Hr-.'l.'

af militancy, Uver a niilhon people n Daces

i if the Awsmi Loague
kradhes, Shnl'.h h'hq_l.lrn: Rebhman, and hayve deman
dedin no ancertain terms che independence of
their country e
parasites of the Wess.

| [ "|:.'"l1,_|

ali nation, from the
Thus

MAwaml Leagues emerge publicly for

behald, The lim atinas: of

H -|'.|_'|

.I... J“ the cor !'I.J.:' =

|'i.|-'|l| ol £k
the entire mation to
Muj tbor Rebman and his petty boorgeos leader
ship are plan and obvious. Thr truch of the smat-
ter i that Rebhman would hke noching bester
than o compromise solution based on acceprance
of hic Six-Points, which are the charter of the
Bongalf upper perry bowrgesisie and demand;

1) A federal system of povernment, pacliamen:-
ary in fatieee and based on adualt franchise

2| Federal Government shall deal cily with Die
tence and Forcign Affaiss. ALl orher subjeccs
shall be dealt with by the federating state

Tara separate bt fiesiy convertible cur-

rencics for the two paris ol the COHINITY] or
b} ome currency for the whole country. In this
case effective constitutional measures co be raken
to pravent _ﬂjp_d o of capital from East to Wese
Pakistan.

41 Power of taxation and revenme collection
shiall be vesved in the federring units and oot at
the centre

51 Separate accounts for foreign exchanpe =arn

ings oof the owo. pares of the conntey under con-
teol of respective governments

4} The setcing up of a militia or paca-milicacy
f-::-n'.-t' fur East Pakisoan

HOURGEMNS DUAT PoWER?

Tl astoun
Migihur Hebhmian's iy che Awami Leagoe, an

ing wlschion results which gave

overall majerity ¢ hroughaut the cuuntry were
quits corractly i.-;LgerL.._-f_l by him az & mandate
to i.||.|_.l.!|-.'|:|;n|. the Six-Poincs and escahlish 4 Fed
eration in Pakiatan. This coeated 5 Fovooe i the
West Pakiztand riling class and che Jateer weed
Zultigas Bhutra ae it spokesman: it was his
threat ro bavoote thes assembly (because e was
i & mibzozice ) that was used as a pretext by the
artny to pustpong che: meeting of the lational
Assernbly and spacke d off the rezent upising,
The Six-Poircs are es ientially exprassing the feel

it merely emphaszes to the Beagali mass-

& gt devnorsniaiien ol workers on Lo

ings of the dopeived Bemeali boorponize which
wallls a share of the capitalise cake, 1t s obvin
demunded by Muji-

curtat] che

that o fed eEATIaR |_||. the sart
bur Rebuman would sericasly EoOmD
buzingss in 'West
Pakisran and the Army. The Army Generals mis
caloudated if they thought that & show of [ores

covld ease cthe sitnation

.
mac anda ,'I-\.-Iu.'l. ul provker i} | l‘:il_

Tt has done preciasly

the npposite and in East Bengal todav che ques
i

RO O .Lr iy r nfn|‘-|- i i ET I p.._1'.-|.--.|

very clearly. A continuous successful General

Strike has foroed the Awami Leagtie to accepd

part of tex dopic and an extremely weird dogl po-
wer sitmation exists today in East Pakistan: it i
a situation of bomgesis dual power] The Awaeni
League has been forced wo set up commirtees to
tak e e
and only the Army cantosoments are at chs mo.
ment independent o

CORLEt e

‘ies conrral. But the Leagie
are merely pr

eserving che

axinting

order i sheis own wav and they cleatly have the
S PRI

SRl Cracy,

wk the Bengali clements in the local bor-
Tha tangh Punjabs Gensral fom Weae
Paloistan., Tikks Khan, sent e restore oodes ax

'I-—.-l'l'\-'L o IJ] East Pa klal‘u.u,-.m ._|_||1|- arted l,-.,1r|

IS Attt

A L

the adisdoistrasion of kew areasln citi=s

aimabisg o dn RMiceel b o Do

rall Chiof lustice of the High Court wha

under directions fram the Awami League

1 Fen

O -
v Fryse
SRS

o swesr him in ux Governor! However for the
Awuami League the situarion is fraught with dan-
geta. The masses will not take too kindly toany
beteaval and the Awami Leapue seems to b well
awrzre of this fuct, but on the ocher hand. total
independenze s not what the lo adeq Evip ot che
Awami League seexs ut the present monicens for

TEASItE W ||.. -ATE W '., ||.'|\.'i|'|'.II..

A declarstion of indepeodence would i all
probability lesd to & perind of Emiced acmed
url:h.__qz ug.urlil the sre J|:_'_-Illg army antl Sheikh
Mufibur Rehman fe'ton old o bowrgeals polics
ian tn have any Plesion reguading kis o s
al oaee char process starts. In addition the Ben-
mili state appuratus s virtually nen-esisrenc: 3
crumbrling pelice feroe, & halfhak#d Avmy which
will disimtearace in no tine given a sericus strog
ple, o weuk Lurrancracy and mose smportant ul
all 122 escablished indigenous bovigeoisie (o wage
a desperate srugple co preserve i praperty. An
independen: base Bengal would chesefars be

pesed very guickly and much sooner than was

pesicamuan,

the second wave

. 3 -".tli

[llii!

Cihawith the bogio of the Permanent Revaly
anand desplre chie Zect that there is no stros
voluticoary erganisation, what s cleasr is this
prwer af the Awami League wounld be eroids
very soon. Mujisor Behman theretore coafr
an awkward chojeei the bullets of che Pakis
Aray ur the wiath of the peopke.

THE TRAGEDY OF THE LEFE

Of conras the el I.:I'iLi'l'.-\J v lies iy the todel
shilicy of the Fasr Bengalilefz to understand
i porlance ol el naricnal gl rzatinn el it we
roo laze After all che economic eaploitasion
Ezut Pakiszin began immediscely after the =a
lishmaont of Pakistan in 1947 anad by 1956 &2
crrists badt worked our thas 300 mathion raps
(L1 = 1Z rapessywere hetnp extracted annies
fram che Bast by West Fakistani Investmenis
Both potitically and economically, Bz Beng
was ereared like a eolonys ths caw matecil (§
which browght in badly-needed foreign exchy

5 uzed 7|}I|:'|:l.'r_:|v_-|i:. Karachi and the Punjab
Wese Pakistan. Development plans were ope
biased agalitst Exis Paltiaran and acrively pos
ced its develn pment.
ail Uaeven development o
The Bengali masses were poll

Thus the uneven econs
|]t't'|.'|1:-[.|||:|¢'|:l. led 5o
COMEEI0T NS5
ally miach moce advanced chan their cotmtes
pares in the Wesr and cheir discontent orerile
iniw the streets ity cegulazly, A United Fr
victory in an-eleetion in 1954 had been takes
wway troan the peo ple by tle inposiricn o 4
rule from the cencre by the colonivng poses
The dictatorship of Avub hnd forther repess
the Bengali penple. The latese attempr by I8
ident ¥alya was bound to have caused amag
Cine of the reasons bor the tailare of
relop thes

heaval.
Left was due oo zheir rebueal todl
practice based ona theoretical survey of the

nditions of East Bengal &

letico economis
steadd o parroc-like ve ;:H--iri o of Man's thiosgl
atiel a Terichisatian of the Red Book was sols
T tooday the e
learnd this leson the lurd wae, Whether on g
a compromiss is reached aad the Matiopal Aa

tuted for real pofittcal wark and

blv meets o March 25th as the Army B niows
propasmg, wrhat is plain is chac the question «
be fur from salved. [t s thersfore vital that &
left preparces to arganiss immediazely, The &
ami League hay proved that it is not capable 4
&

Instead of

g any meaningful dicecrion 1o che masse

leading the peopls to face army be
Ters it should have called for an eecupation g
the countrvside, u seizure of the polics staths
the e propeiation of all the polizestation ses
als, and che arming of o prople’s militia- Fhis
wotld Lawe draswi the Ay into the countey
dAde where they would have eajoved no adwas
capes at all as compared b the sireecs of the g
citice and conld hare been effeccivelsianlared
aroied guerilla actions, That will be the next
ssep forveards. ...

Besigal and 2 successiy

sdependeiee could have exiee

[l uprisd g i East

checlurariogm o
Iy poastive resclts on the steation in West B
zal. A unised narianal conssicusness and 2 us
ted stragale conld make Benaal che fizst hhess
area of the Indian sub-cortnen: and could
i the daven of the Indian B evalucian, sehich i

Bl

b:"'"L-" 3 be the spectze huunting Arerican
crialiam in the Serentica

Sell determination Lor Exst 1_"I.'Jlﬁu|!
For o Uiited Socialist Bongali Repaklict

Fo- a Red SebContinene, a Red Asial

Jawed Huggein
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- LESSONS OF THE POSTAL WORKERS STRIKE

T

Wi produce freme an interview with fwag mile
gants i the UPW, Such a defeal as has beer
muffered could isoiate the militants and they
pharpfore remain anoapTnous. Howeler,
condditions are also favourabile for doing fong
e wark within the UPW, ang the hasis is
thare fov.a rank and file movement against
the faadershin. Anybody intersstad in mora
detatls shauild write fo The Red Male,

ket would the men have pccepted and how
prepared were they to carry on?

Perer: We can only spesk for the London rank
e file ot presant, end mainky the owversess
e changes who we represent. The strike leader-
g in thae exchanoes falt thare would bea
sall-out, and two weeks before this meeting
Between Jackson and Carr we decided to push
dowin oyt mambens’ throats that thore wedld
ke & sell-out and that they should wote not to
e back

fiur Branch did vots to stay out, but unfor-
tengtaly we weore defested by the majontny, 14
the resr of the branch leaderships in the country
b prepared thelr members for this, thara
would heve been 3 massive vobe not Lo rgturn 10
weork. But they didn’t keep their members
inlormad of the possibility of a betrayal, and
e tatied all the time of 15% and three guid,

— ¥ 've heard that branch meetings were rigged
by the buresucracy, and that they created
dalibarate confusions so peapls couldn’ get
thara and vote, Could ywou tell us more about
tun?

LOese- In some Landon branches, the lay officers
g The meeting was on Sunday, when tha
muletents found it weas in fact the day batore,
They had bean held on the Saturday with no
Smoumion # to the executive’s ahout-turn, and
B sty tum up the el day to fing it's
il swer. Take Mount Plaassnt, for instance,
miere they woted not 1o go back & day before
that Thursday mesting, but when the ballot was
fshoen on the Saturday at a rump maeting, ey
wotsd ovarwhelmingly to go bacdkto work. How
was this orgenised?
Femer And thare's another important fector
At = the Thursday Hyde Park meating whan
Jeckoson advised going back to work aftera
ballat the first step wken to sway the ballot
w10 ot off the hardship fund at ones, and
s affacted the most the sort of men and
worren who'd stayed ot home and not besn
radlly irvobied in the strika.

—O the Thursday morning, the reaction to
Jeckoaon’s announcement was fantastic confus-
o Thare were definite wctions who knaw
wehat it was all about and fought against it.
Could you explain the reaction to the UPY
exscutiva’s daal with Care?

Besar: Wes 1t was unfortunately an unarganised
rpaction, By this time there were four London
branches forming a rank and file movemsnt.

But we tailed in one thing on this strike—wa did
nat arganise from the beginning | feit that it we
cold hava qot together pecple invalved, parti-
culsrly in Landon, Liverpocl and Manchestar,
we couid have put the case Lo the rgmk ard file
fram the star, instead of thrae weaks later

Thie Hyda Park marches could have besn up 1o
TO000, and peaple weould have baen informed
af course, you got militant feelings, peaple
Eying they aren't going back to work, but they
duin’t raalise what this sell-owt megant,

=Was the leadership policy to limit the strike
pamely ta the sconamic sphere deliberate, or
merely due o their political mitations?

Duve: Woll, 8t Wren House wé certainly thought
it emential o extend the strike, What must be
reafised s that Lord Hall was sacked because ha
was prepared 1o concede this waga alaim, and
thes wias a polivical decision by the government
which the LUPW sxacutive refused 1o recognise
when they insistad the strike was anrly betwean
them and the P 0. Thair actinns wers rertainiu

Far any T.U. lesdership to continue in an
isolated fashion in an aconomic strugale is
absolute nonsense—they should have mapped
oul @ strategy generally for the antire move:
meat. & concrata strategy is now nesded sven
o win a wampe clakm,

Beier: Oin the Monday proe 1o sallout, Jacksan
met Feathes. The TUGC had decided that tha
UPW shoubd go back, and Feather told Jackson
that no more money wauld be forthcoming.

The anly revelt on the E.C. was from the right
who wanted to retum o work mmediately,

=WWhat effect will the strike have on the rank
and file?

Pater; Well, already the strike has educated
large numbers of people—particularly noticeshle
was the way people were rapidly demystified as
1o the rofe the preas plays in strikes. Mon who've
thaught of thamsalves a5 ol servants for years
redlise what they re up sgainst for the first tima,
In the wigcommunications side of the industry,
wihere there wad a scab problem, people wara
potarised into yery firm positions. We used 1o
hava branch rmestings of B0 peaple if wa were
lugky; the other night 300 people turned up 1o
the bramch, What i more, it is now pasdle ta
put & politicel line in mestings. Now we can
explain to the members the sconomics of what
the dapartment earms In thair exchanges and put
in for aur own wage clalim.

—What were the key turning points in the
girike?

Dave; Tha kay turning point of the strike was
the Feh, 215t demonstration whan Jackson
rnerched to Trafalger Square with tha P, He
said praviously that he would haws ta change
the guafity of the strike, Esfliar ha had baen
corvineed that the strike was against tha PO
oy, bul Row he knew it was sgainst tha
gowernment. Jackson and the E.Cowese now
hurled into & whirlpoal with the campaign
against the Industrial Relgtions SHI, with the
engineers and transport workers on the sees.
Frather and the TUC didn'twant this The
prabiem for them now was how to sell ws out,
The gowarnment wes not prepared to give any-
thing mare than 8%, and Jacksan couldn't
accept lags than 15%, This is why they came up
wiith 8 court of inguiry. The rank and fila, on
the other Rand, knaw from this point on that
thay hed to gat the enginesrs out —if wou
natice, it was only after this that the enginears
came out on a one-day solidarity strike, due 1o
pressurg from the rank and flle 11 was obvious
ta every membsar that the PO, snd the govern-
ment ware digring in and thet it was nacemaey
to axtend it to the engineers and railman whose
pay cleim was coming up. But Jackson decided
ta confing the strike to his owe spharg,

Feter: Thers wera acher slgnificant ocessions,
At the White City, the day before the strike,
Jackson had said he was willing to settla far a
“reasonable offer”. On the 10th day of the
strike, ba said 13% would be a “reasonable
after™. Agaln, COPOU (Council of Post Office
Linions! never meat onee during the strika, Mo
approach wai mada to the Managarial Stefts
Association to undertake no more shan their
normal duties, Jacksomn sent tha editor of tho
Fost |official joumai of the UPW) ta France
Lo discuss international cosperstion with tha
representativac of telecommunication unicns
in France. We hava been tald nathing af the
outcome of the meeting, Scanlan and e
offered monetary aid. Thers waz na financial
rEascn why Jackson should have retusad large
interyst-frea sums. Wa could have paid tham
back vary quick |y with a lowy of 100 8 waek
pe: membar aftar @ successful strike. But
Scandon and Jones didn 't instruct their membars
ta take action—taod and ail delivarias to e
chargaz, far example, ar bilacking of parculs on
the raileay.

On returning 1o wark, we find that mManage:
mant heve used this period to bring in new is-

plant with the men out, tha mansgerment are
taking the opportunity af laying ness assambly
ling tracks that tha unions have fought against
for wears. In the averseas telaphona axchenges,
the management heve extendad subscriber
dialling servicas to tha States without any
refarence to the union, who would have fought
for more overtime staff 1o cope with this extra
warkl. A Mount Plagsant Sorting Office, they e
cut the fabour foree Hy one-third, Thare wers
abauy 400 resignations fram Mount Plessant
diring the strike, ard these man aren’t being
taken back on, The PO, have got reduncdancies
withour a fight.

=Dhon't you think thet this was one of the airm
of the P.O.7=that if a strike in one sector of
capitaliam (1 to be beaten decisvaly in order

to inflict a political defeat on the working class
a8 8 whaole, that that sactor must be given some-
thing in retem?

Feter: Yas, In tha first weak of the strike

pecple ware saving thet Ryland callad the
strike, not Jacksan, since the PO, ware going
o have to fight tha LIPYW on redundancies. Tha

PLOL have been wery quick to use the strike to
stlve thair labour problems and streamline
their servica.

—ln the futwre, how do you think it will be
passible to maintain the militancy bubld-up?
Howr will it ghow itself?

Dawar The next turning point will come at the
next &G whan 28 mambers of the executive
coma up for ra-elaction. | the rank and file el
fapls the sarme way then as it does now, the
urvinm weill B2 tumed owvar, Then there are the
five perrmanent poats for life—the General
Secrevary, three mssistant secratarias and the
Editor, Each year our branch purs fo reard
reso lutions at canfersnce that they shoukd be
atected for threa vears only. Up ol new
Jeckson has swung conference by talking about
tha need fod & permanent place to work from,
atc. But if the postrnen, who are the largest
section, vote for this resolution, than Jackson
wiill haye to sagk re-election after anather

three years.

Feter: Tha ronk and file hes lesrnt a lot about
the leadership during this strike, Whan manega-
ment, an the raturn toowork, tpok away three
days” holiday pay, there were strikes and sit-ins
in Liverpeal, Preston, Croydon, and parts of
London.

—What was the ranction to scabs?

Peter: There hasn't besn a scabhing problam

in the postal sectian, but rather on the tals-
mmmunications sida. Mo guestion of vietimis-
tion of soals, it's tha strikers wehio are victirnisd,
I our exchange, there was a walkout by
cantess 4talf alter & suparvisor tock it out on &
striker. They aren’s scared of caming out for g
iy e an hour row aifer sk weeks oud Strikers,
25 you lonow, wwere threatenad with throe davs’
loss of hollday pay, whersas scabs werent
iffectad. Also on overtime, which warks on a
points system hers, some seabs will not have
onertime paints awarded against them when
thay'va been working night and day keaping the
lines open, and this has caused animsosity.
There's a tensa arnowsahere with people being
sent 1o Coventry and non-cooparstion with
SIS SUDErI SIS,

—|s thers a basis for a rank and file movement
w. the axecutiva?

Peter: Thereare same moves to ansure the right
delegatas go 1o conferance—usually it's carsarists
wha go to conferenica and vota for the E.C. on
euerything, Each branch in London is putting
formard armendments for conferenca, especially
Ter the procedures on alactions. Coemmun ieat ion
is ey We must get inte sontact with our col-
leegues up arc down tha country. The fealing

i3 that in the main industrial centres, wa hove
tha basis for & rank and file movement. This
strike showed one ching—all grades were
involved, we all want into the streets together
and we'll be voting at confarence togather, In
Lardan we are having meetingd benyeen tele
communieations workers and our postal eol-
leagaas, which are agaimst union rules. But

ves Pwen 't haard & wiord from the E.C. that
these meatings will be benned. So whils thoy
are playing it cool, we haee the appoartunityg

to gpeak to these people, and given time and
arganiation, we cauld have a renk and file
movemant at conferance.

=Nk dlan 't wnn want vl i@ iaemes Aokl iched?

first buz mpferred to the E.C. We have gat people
banned fram the unian en similar things, such
as Fon 8lack who was got rid of for putting in
the brarch Bulletin a lettar sent to him fram
the E.C.! The union i3 90 hureaurratic that if
they knew wa had given this intersissw, we
wwould be out irmmed istely,

—In fact the Court of [ngubry will loak into the
relaticnship batwesn the union and its members.
|5 it possible thet they will turn this on its head
like they've done with the Race Relatisns Bill
wihan the only people arrested are black?

Disive: OF eourse, this strike was about & wage
claim. The relation betwesn the union and its
rremeers must be saam to by the members, nof
by an indapendent @ity

—How do the militants s2e the Commizsion of
Imgquiry? Crumba to soften the blow?

fever In's just a diffarant neme for Srbitration,
It will probably concede 8. 6% 10%, But it was
SET WP T gel @ retum to work —we have fo
Whesinns abaout that.

Peter. Tha tenns of reference of this inguiry
are not only ever wages and incramental scales,
We-feel that whatever increasss we get, there
will be even more concesslons 1o mansgemant
on redundancies and part-time ldbour, ate. The
findings will ba binding, and whatever alsm cama
aut of i, they will splli up the oversass ex-
changes and sprasd tham around the comtry,
and they'll leok into the hours wewark and
the night-duty we do, This inguiry is one of the
wiarst things that could have happosd, | don't
think we've gar 200,000 mambers at the
rgment, After the inquiry and increased redun-
dancies, we'll be lucky to have 100,003 This
Ingjieiry aned strika has definitaly defeatad &
uricn—halved its membership, Forwhat? a
10%, wage increasa?

This is the denger of 8 court of inguiey ar
arbitration ar whateser thay call it We'd hava
dona better aettling far 9% rathar than going to
this inquiry, I don't sae why we should oven pat
B4%, Dave.

Oaee: 'l say wibwy | think B%5%, The Civil
Service Linion hes just got this amount, and at
lgast the government and the P.O. still need o
corrupt union like the UPW ard will not go &li
out to disgrace it campletaly, Whan Jack son cam

mokilis: thousands in Hyde Park and Haa thern
gingirg “Jackson for King™ just a wask batora th.
sgal!nui. they're mat going to throw alBay B Man
like that, Of course, now the proess hes begun
whan his hypnotie effect on the membership

i5 being whittled sway.

Parer: Ona paint Is sure. This inquiry will qa
aleng wn"rlh and push far the salling of the tels-
FarnMURications section to private industry.
It wias on the cands before tha strike, snd the
failure of tha strike has strengthened the arm of
the gevernment to soll this part of ifdustry o,
And thet leinves Jackson with . . whar?
100,000 postal workers [if that) snd W
heven't got a eredibla union thes,

frtenviened by our ledustrial Staff
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Fublic meeting to discuss
Emerzency Rule in Cevion.
Yenue: University of London
Union Buildings.

speakers: Abazingh Bandara
and B, Mendis.

Chairrman: Tarig Al
Time: 7.15 p.m.
FRIDAY 2nd APRIL

Chrpanied by the Revolutinnary
Aetion Commitiep for the Release
| af Pafitical Prisaners in Ceplon

W apobogise for the lateness of this
i=sue which is due to technical reasons.



I'GV()hltiOIlaI' V art: TATIN TOWER

Thao Hayward Gallery s eurrently running an
exhibition of Russian Ravolutionary Art As
rageders of the Mok are probably seare, tha
revaluticnary impulse of this wark is still 5o
strong that Bussian burgsucrats have fale it
necessary o censor the exhibition, remoying all
the work of Malevich and many other itams
from Lissitsky, Tatlin seed ather brillant Soreiet
artists who, one way ar anather, ware vietims of
Stalinism. The Arts Council tamely colluded at
this Burssueratic repressan. Howeger, there gre
still many fascinating exhibits to sea in the
axhilbition—partly becauss the Soviet Govern-
mant did not have controf over all the works in
the exhibivan, partly because the Soviet
Embassy officials who censored the exhibition
weire clesarly s stumd that They dedn’t under-
stand the art they were looking at
Oine af the most interesting and controversial
warks of the period is Tatlin's "Monument for
tha Third Interpational”, a model of which has
been rebulle by the arganisera of the exhibitan
This gupantic stesl constroection was meant to be
the operative centre of the Third Intesnational
arnd not just @ monoment as its tithe implies
Tatlin pecuted the design in 19718 whan there
wat clearly no hope of emaloying the Soviet
Rapublic™s axtremely: scarce supplies of stesl
far sush & project instesd of for badly neaded
wrmaments. The following two gxcerpts give
some idea of the project and the controversy it
aroused. The fiest Is taken from Davicd P tchell's
recanthy published book 1919 Red Mirage'',
Mitchell’s account of tha Soviet revolutionary
art s g bit Fke the book a3 a whole, asuberant
hut urrelistle. One is grateful 1o have a book
writtan with such gusto sbout so many fascinat-
ing events but dizeoneerted by the blitha
disrpgord for original sowrces, The book contains
passages of graat Interest on meny of the ewants
of that afstring yoar, including thie Hungarian
Soveat Republic, tha Munich Soviet, the battles
of the Wobbilies, the General Strike in Gelfast,
Liverpool and Glasgow. But the book i marred
" by inaccuracies fersr are 1ald that Trotsky did
not join tha Bolshoviks until October 1917 and
wulgarities (such as the sconunt of the Labvian
revolution dresm from absardly unreliahls
sourpes). The passage we pablish on Tetlin gives
soemie |dea of what the sr1kst was drineing ot;
thaugh it does not point oot that the raason
thee ehitferant levels were designed 10 reyolva at
diffarent speeds was 1o symbolise the different
mace of histary in the bass and in the super-
structura. The other excract s from Trotsky
wista well undarstond tha artist's intention but
refused to belief that it was either aesthetically
or practically appropriate for the beadguartars
fruilding of tha Third International, Howeves,
glthough Trotsky had his own very STrong vises
O most arfistic guestions, he ngver sought to
impoea tham an the artist by sdministrative
dictat a5 was soon 1o become the rule urder
Stalin. The lesson for us soday is clear. A1
attampts ta intarfere with or suppress the
freserdoam of the prtist shoald Be unhesitatingly
condamnad, But agually revolutionar es should
giwa the arvist’s work tsdue by taking it
sarigusly and not simply praising it because
of the repression to which 11 is subiact, Claarly
it is tha duty of Marxists to encouraga all that is

teally revolutionary in art because anly such art
cal =l and enrich the ravoluzion, Trosky was
lter 1o expound his ideas on this subjact very
gfaguently i the Surrealist Manifesto which he
wrole with Andre Breton and Diego Rivers,

Tathin's Monument to the Third International
“Tatlin. . was commissioned e dasign & monu
mant to tha Third |miernational. Straying far
Bayond Ris brief, he ohligid suparbiy. Hiswas
10 B @ work g monument, hausing z2nd
mEpireng 25 wallas commemorating. It wes 1o
De & workd beateg constroctivist triumph—a
lganing towr twice the height of the Empire
State building in New ¥ork, with 3 spacial iron
tramework based on asymmetrical axes and
cradiing & glas cylinder, a glass cone and » glass
cube. The various companants would mova
continuzlly at varying tempi The eviinder
intendad for lectures, confarences and CLHETESEAS
wiould miaks one revalution a year, the cone
filled with executive offices would comipleln
ong revidliation & manth: the cube SUFTHILT TG
the whole structure wis 1o execute one full
fvalution a day lencugh to sstisty swen
Zinowiew) and 10 contain an inlarmation centre
tar end all information centres. This would con-
#Hantly transmit news bulleting, proclamationg
and menifestoss by telopragh, telephone, radio
end loudspaaker, A vast exterior screen, Haodli
at night, would rivet the attentior of the
peopla, & specil nr\'.:liEEI-::-r would flash words
upon thesky in clowdy weaather . In Tatlin's
Leaning Tower inpanious machinery would
cethrong the tiresome bedy, glorify and |ibarate
the mind - ., ‘Lesst of all must i stand or sit
i this buikding. You must be mecharically
propetled up and down, carrisd along willy nilly
Before you will flesh the firm, lsconic phrases
ol the ennourncer agitator. Further on the latest
mews, decres, dacision, the latest imvertion. will
be announced. Creation, only ersation.” ™
(Cavid Minchell: 1978 Red Mirage. pp. 158.9),

Trotsky on Tatlin
“As maon as & surplus will come atter the most
urgant and acuete seeds of life are covered, the
Soviet state will take wp the problem of gigantic
CcOnSrucTmns that will suitabily ew e the
midnurmantal sperit of owr epach, Tatlin is un-
doubrtadiy right in discarding from his praject
national fiyles, sliegorical sculprure, modelled
managrams, flourishes and tails, and stternpting
o subordinsts tha entire design 19 a correct
constructive use of mastaerial. This has been the
weay that machinas, bridges s~ coverad markers
hava bean built, for a long time. But Tatlin has
still 1o prowe that heis right fnwhan seerms 1 b
his owen personal inventian, a ratating cuba, &
pyramid and a sylinder =1l of glass. For good or
bl circumstsnces dre going 1o give him
plenty of tima to find argumenits foe his sid,

Do Maupsawmant hated the Eiffal Towar, i»
wehich o ona is foreed o imitate Rim. Bt it is
undoubtedly trine that the E il Towsr makes
adual impresion; one is attrecred by the
technical simplicity of its form, and, a1 the same
time, repelled by its aimlessnpes, it |4 an
extremely rational utilisation of matarial For
the purpose of making a high structure. Aut
whirt 5 it far? 11 is not & building, but an
axercise. Al present, as auaryons knows, she
Eiffel Towar serees a5 a redic station, This gives

The Tatlin Tower

J

it @ maaning, and makes it sasthatically more
unified. But if the tower had been built from
tha very beginning as a radio station, 1
probabty would have artsinad a higher ratioe
Hitw of form, end s thorafors o higher oertaction
of s

From this point of view Tatlin's oroject for e
monument appaars muetch ess satisfaciory. The
purpom of the main buikding i 19 rmake glass
hesdguarters for the mestngs of the Workl
Council of People’s Commilssars, for the Come
e Internationsl, e, But the props and
pites which pra to support the glass cylinder and
thar pyramid —and they are there for no other
Pufpose—ary 50 cumbersame and heguy that
they look like unremoved scaffolding, One can-
not think what they e for. Thay say thay sre
there oo suDEort the rotating eylindsr in which
e meetings will taka placs. Bl one anssers:
Maetings are not nacasarily Bald in 2 cvlinder
and the evlinder dogs not necessarily have to
rotatz. | remember sesing once when a child,
awooden temple Bl in a beer bottle. Thia
firad my amagisation, but | did noe ssk miyzelf
a1 thist bime wiet It wad for, Tatlin procesds by
areverss method;: ha wants Lo construct & bees
battly for the Waeld Council of Paaale’s
Commissars which would it in a spiral conorets
tample. But for the moment, | canaat sefrain
fram thequastion: What §s it for? To be more
mact: we would probahly socept the aylinder
and |T5 ratating, if it wees combined with a

wmpliity and lightnes of construction, that
if the arrangaments for its roteting did naot

depreis the aim."”

“Thera I ne daukt that, in the fusure—and The
farthe we go, the mcre true it will be—such
manumental tasks 85 the alanning of city gar-
dens, of madal hsuses, of railroads, and of
ports, will interest vitally not only engineering
architects, participators in competisions, but
the lerge nopuilar masses a5 well. The imoercen-
tibsle, anelike piling up of quarters and sEreets,
frick by brick, from paneration to ganeration,
will ghea winy to titasic constructions of city-
villapas, with map and compass in hand, Around
this compass will be formed true papples!
parties, the parties of the future far spacial
technodagy and constructian, which will aglste
passionately, hold meaetings and vote. In this
strugule, architecturs will again be filled with
the spirit of mass feelings ard moods, anly on a
rmuch highar plare, snd reankind will educats
itsalf plasticatly, e will become accustormed 1o
luesk at the warld as submisehe clay for aculpting
the most perfect farms of life. The wall betwesn
art and industry will comp down, The groet styla
of thy futura will be formative, notornemenesl
Hare the Futuriszs are right. But it would be
wrong to ook at this 55 a lguideting of art, as a

voluntary giving way 1o technicue.” [Leon

Trovsy: Literarure and Ravofution, &nn Arbog
edition, pp. 2468, 2449).

RED CIRCLES/RED MOLE CONTACTS

BELFAET: Alan Morris; cig Red Male
BIRMINGHAM: Val Graham, 72 Cambridge
Aoad, Kings Heath, Birmingham 14,
| BRISTOL: Dave Priot, ¥ Ravanswood FAnad,
Faedland, Bristol &,
CANTERBURY: Brian Grogan, Ellion Callage,
Cantarbury.
CARDIFF: Susan Lukes, 82 |landaff Fead,
Camton, Cardil't.
| CHELMSFORD: John Jones, rio Aed Mo,
COLCHESTER: Ken Brawna, Flat 7. Apom 10,
Hartrand Rusiell Towar, University of B,
Caleheaster, Eesen,
COVEMNTRY: John Preclend, 27 Paynes Lane,
Coventry, Warawicks.
EDINBLIRGH: Briarr Gilmore, 17 Hillside 51,
Edinburgh.
GLASGOW: Holand C'Brien, 38 Pendesn Hood,

HULL: Malcobm Hall, Stodents Unian, Hull Wi
warsicy, Hull,

IPEWICH: Kovin Barter, 2 Camerthpn Cloge,
lpmwich, IP2 80g,

KEELE:Jason Hill, Flat 37, The Hinwthiarns,
Kinufe, Mewcastle-under-|yma, Seaffs,

KIDDERMINSTER Migel Brown, 44 The
Denmavay, Kiddarminster, Worcs

LANCASTER: Srian Heran, 23 Clarend an
Hnad, Lencastar,

LEEDS: Aor Thaormpson, 132 Askeran Chiase,
Hurslet Gramgm, Laads 10

LEICESTER: Jean Holman, 7 Collage Stiees,
L sicastar.

LINCOLM: Dave Thomoson, 65 Tower Cres,
Lingeln.

LOMDOM
NORTH: cin Tha Aed Mala, 182 Partanylle

Road, Lossdon M1,

NORTHAYERT: Tam. B

TP FRols A

EALIMNG: Wil Rich, b gu lington Gans, W4
1994 6562 weakandxl
HAMMERSMITH: Edrly Arnavoudian,
0¥ Tharny Herfna Rd, Gunnarsoury, W04
LOUGHBOROUGH: &nn sk, 4 Russell 5.,
Loughboraugh.
MANCHESTER: Steve Cohen, 43 Arantingharm
Hoad, Whalley Range, Manchaster 16
MNORWICH: Johm Harris, ofa lan Douglas, 1 Cow
Hill, Mansich.
NOTTIMGHAM: Mick Beeton, 25 Heary Roard,
West Bridgford, Mottingharm,
QXFORD: Martin Wateyard, 34 Minatar Rerad,
Chefoed 1467278,
POTTERIES: Jason Hill, Flar 37, The Haw
thorms, Keele, Mewcastla, Stafts.
READIMG: Lawriz White, 24 Ramsbusy Orive,
Earley, Reading, Barks.
ST, ALBAMS/HATFIELD: Chris Pailthorp=,

Caivrhod Ma ca Pamdaide

STIRLING: Donald MacDonald, & T off
EUI::IE1;3E.$:|:| niveennd, Denny, Stiringshire,
CHERTSEY: Jua Xavies Enginesring Deprt.,
Eotley’s Park Haspital, Chertsay
[F19 3247
GUILDFORD: Jobn Massn, Howes Mo, 43,
Third Coure, University of Sirepy, Guild:
ford, (71281 ».87)
KINGETOMN-LUPON-THAMES: Fobin Bonner
43 Effingham Road, Long Ditton, Surbi-
tan. (288 0310
SUTTOMN: Patrick Emith, 88 5t. James's Bd.
Sutron 542 2534
WEST LOTHIAM: Anne Macl ellan, & Victorls
Pface, Bo'ness, West Lathian,
YOR K: Phil Hearse, Goodricks Coliege,
Heslington, Yok,
MEI.?t_CHAI".IT NAYY [at sea): Peter Turnar,
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an interview with George Jackson

Gevepe Jacis will s cefebnnte hia ik
Beridutay —ar et by every birchelay for e

puw | | yearz—inside @ Californin pricmn. -The
i " for wihich e was Gl way steafiey
$7% feven 2 potrod starion, His sentence has been
vt Frsaity exibemdeol o affeped failure te
gresperate withl preison mutforiies Losr yer,
after the shooting of three prisonery by guards
& e Soledad il @ guand was Heewt froma
grison baleowy and died, Jackson is presenrly
ewmiring rrial, wlog with Ao Cliecherte and
Eleeta Drunmpn, on the dulilous charge of
smardlering the Sofpodad guarn Goorge comsented
B aw irreerview Fekd dmsiche San (hewrin bt

e ear wirl Wikdcar, @ West Cogrf resdirion-
oy paper [ Mhe Bonr-iong inrervisw, recngs
discresied o range ol fopies, o igga #liers
fo perisowr crpaniaiig. The foloweg fexd incintes
Encerpds R the irterviewe

— Yo are about to publish some of your politi-
eal writings [Penguin, Morch], When did you
first become politically pware?

ok son s When [ first arvived in the joini, early
fa 1960, | was in Soledad wihen the Cubon Hev-
otution happened, Casiro Tiod just token over
and declared himself | was upsel, 2ngry, con-
fased. What | notied was that the Cuban
gituation upset the authortarian types.- e
Bittle Nan chgues—and the bulle | read the
things in the media about prolerrian socialism.
Bt | hod nocreal sense of the thing, | starred
seatling in that ares because of the astitudes

oof thess guards and the guthoritarsan @y pes in
the joint toward the Cuban Revolution. |
thevught thar if they felt it was harmful anil
detrimienital 1o them, then 11 just mght possibly
b pocdd for me.

—What were you doing before your arrest and
sentencmg | “one year to life” for seonnd
degree robbery in 19607

T B truthiud, i | hadn't been busied, 'd
grabably be o small-time gambler or a dope-
fiend. | l=arned something shout bulchering,
meal oulling and knives when 1 was dolng time
g5 8 YA, |prioT to his robbery arcest al (he ape
of 18, George did time in a Yoerh Authority
matitutien | at Tracy, When | gat out [dad try
fo ok, bt just Beforet got arrestad 1 had
been lnid off on two jabs. 1 s didn’t ke thar
ty e of work i1 just didn’t Fit my disposition
1 ad been trained in Boning and meat cutling,
Bist on the first job they put me towoark

uiboading those huge careasses fram an over-
head pick onto an assembly fine table, Well, 1
qudt that job and went 1o another jub with
Limion Packing. Thadse L worked o0 a semi-
skitled joh—all day long 1 would stand cher
dicing moeat, 1 gui

You received your high school diploma here
in San Quentin in 1967, What do you think of
the rehabilitation concept as pructied here in
California state prisons?

Rehabilitation? The whiole conospt 15 jost a
weiiped ard T fet 1o doowith pathlic telatons.
Metually, il really means hreaking o man, making
& man noetgtomed 1o restraint. The real purpnss
behind making 3 man accustomed 1o testraint is
preparing him for the life he is expected to feud
wher I hits the strects, Kow wou can call tha
rehzbilitulion, But 1 think their corcept involves
restmisiing o man miher than reorEnting b
The educationsl faciiitizs here and in ull the
ather joints nsually will accommudate no more
tham one-gighth of the prisen popuiation, Tn
anvy casc, Lhe pusely academic stufl i+ right on o
par with the mission schools in Southern
Rhodesin ondl Angala, The stuff they tesch s
outright cationalistic propagands. 1 got kicked
aul of twoor (hiee af the classes. Evenmaally |
ended up buying my high school diplomo.

—¥our brother Jonathan led the Marin Couatey
Courthouse kidnnp attempt. Looking back, how
de you nnalyse the significance of his action’
Jonuthan's whole operation was aimed af (e
destruction of prestige. [ don’t inter pret it usn
any way individualistic. There was really but
one way far the pigs to stop the aperation, and
that was to kil the judge. OF courss, Jonathan
wend (1 there with the imprassion that the
police would have some respact for the judgs's
ife— b= was 2 chairrman of the Republican
Central Commmietee. 1 think, kaowing Tonathan
andd Jarpes [MeClnin, one of the prisoncrs
-avolved ] , that they boih at ane peint thought
of the guard as stasting to shoot and then all
the other gusrds would shims iz with their
conditioned reflexes. But that was the element
5 change - bevand that there wos no chanze
With the hostaps game it depends on keeping
the hostage alive. As long 85 you cun Keep the
hostiags alive it can be assumed that the pigs are
goang ta have some vegard fior 1ife and you
shoubd be able to walk lim cight down 1o Chile
plong the Intereontinental highway,

THE COMMUNE

In Movernber #9970 in response o the call of the
European sections of the Fourth Intemnational,
3,500 delegates roprosenting ninetean Western
European revolutionary organisations met in
Brussels to draw the balance sheet of thres
weears of srruggie and to discuss perspectives for
coming interventions. The Brussels Conferenae
enided with a call for an international demons-
tration im Pars in May 1971 for the 100t
anniversary of the Commune.

Following on fram this decision, &n ited-
national demonstralion of revolutionary youth
will take place in the first fortnight of May

From now on the perspective of o muss mobi
liszeson in Pasis is bring spread thioughout mest
of Western Burope.

At its seagion on 13th February, the Cenraal
Committee of the Communist League (Franch
section of the Foarth International) decidad o
organise 3 mass mobilisation of revolutionary
militants in Paris Froon the French provinees il
the same time. Some thousands, or rather tens
of thowsands of revolutionany young peaple and
workers from France und abread will be
patherad in Paris, probably on May 150 and
16th for a massive demonsiration,

The eentenary of the Commume musd nol
become an excuse Tor 3 sentimental commemo-
ration, but an oceasion for 2 combative and
militant mobilisation. For us, it will oot B an

'SOLEDAD BROTHER

—wikat was the effect of the action lnside
prisom valls?

Tt was elecine: Bvervbody related tooiL

—Subsequent to the Marin action and o demon-
stration outside the prisen walls protesting triaks
held i the prison, there was a prison rebellion
in the latter part of Awgust. Could you po inte
sume derail phout t?

The rebellion was an efferl oan the part of the
comyics T pain more control over their ves
Thete were betersen 2,200 and 2,500 Black,
white, and Mexican-Amerivan prisoners invelved.
Two hiaes afoer che thing caded, they transpor-
red Wareen Wells [Black Panther Farly mamber
conyicted last vear ol attempted murder in cote
fection with the 1967 shootout in which Oabe
fimd pofiee mundered 17-year-old Bobby
Hurten] and one white and one Mexicui-
American out of the prison, These were the
fastest transfers |'ve over seen? ['ve nover seen
arething happen like that. During the thing

Wy ren matle sume speeches along with o couple
af other puvs. The pigs sallied out with le: gas
and the conwicts threw it back ol them. Some
shots were fired—that's nol unesusl. They fire
al us all the time. 've had shots hit the wall
batiind me only @ couple of inches frommy
Face, byl ['ve been really lucky.

It appears that for the first time, Bladk,
Beown, and white priseners are getting together
to fight the prisen authorities. How do you
explain that?

Befors the whites weore threarened and we were
threatened antl we were justal sneh other's
throats. Tt weas a questicn nf ciscumslinces
hevond our control. § think we all endersined
whul was happening ol alang—that it was really
a case of The prison admnis Fation usig ton-
vics to strenpthan and muinton fair owno
position. Racism is the contral mechanism. To
starl off with, 1t's almost inpossible T a small
kot of gaards 1o hold down five or sx thous
and inmates witlout some kind of dvisve
tactizs. [t partof thes sandand operating pro-
cedure, They wie the roce issoz like thow wse
hioamses uals to divide the prison pepukrion.

But whai could 1 do® 1 was all T could da Lo
stay alive. For exomple, the prison authiorities
would make the “mistake” every nowr and then
of opening the doors of white convicts ol the
s e thut we were on their ter, They
world aetuck us That's (he sukpid, gilly, infn-
rite wiy the suthontes would use to gel us

adventuristic} fighters of 2 nineteenth century
revedt, or of paying homags to those “who
rmade. the azsault on heaven™, of praiging their
courage while preaching the Paclismentary road
to sncElizm.

To commermarate the Commune |= on the
one hand to reaffirm the teslity of the revolu-
finnary aspirations of the Communsrds, as they
gro mopressed today thoough the struggles of the
working class snd youth. On the other hand it
iz rorstand by the polinical fessons of the
Contrsune [y retusing Lo mummify them}.

Thar's why the nrgzenisations which signed
the Brisselz call have decided to call the inter-
national demonsitation on the following two
themes!

Firatly, it must concretise the slogan—the
Commune i not dead, it lives through the
strugples of vouth and the internzticnol work
ing class. The demomstration musl nol be
snply & commamoralive pricession, romember:
ing the great deeds of the Communards, fis
slogans must take op the principal aims of the
struggle smce May 68,

In the second place, as much during the prepe-
ration period wsduiing the demonst cation
itsalf, the politicel theme must be sherpiy
pressed: the Commune, symbal of workers®
dernacracy. first organisad expression of the
workers” stare, concrete cmbodionent of prole-

fore, 10 bring homs the differences between the
dictaterial bursaucratie reglmes of the Eastarn
hloe where a privileged bureauceacy substitutes
itsolf for wirkers' power, depriving them of
their rights to orginise and of political ax pras-
gsion, 2nd the Paris Commune [forermnar of
Boyiet power] which was the reslisation of an
authenatic waorkers” democracy.

We muso use the commemaoration of the
Cormersme cenlenary to populariss onr idzaot
socialism (to popularise the slogn of the
Repubiic af Waorkers” Caungdlsh and to pledpe
the selidarity of rovelutionary voulk and
workerewirh the P g and Modze-
lewski}, Caech (Pic 12 his comrades],
Russzan rewalution ranls, ete. We must
popualanse thai _uinst bursaucTatic
posver-and (or The introduction of genuine
workers' doimocracy s it took form For Lhe
ficst timedn history in the Paris Commone,

In the present politicn] situation (Prlish,
Crech eveivts, ro-Stalinization in the US3EY, this
agpect of the mobilistion s very (mportant.

Whoever, group or imdividual, is iz ugreement
with thia political concaption of the commemas
rution und in peneral sympathy with the Fourth
International is irvited to participute, Comtael
the Spartacus League at 182 Peatonville Boad,
London M.1{01-278 26161 for further informa-
tiomn.

Prar to January 13 in Satedad, there wepe twia
gpecilic instances of Blacks hatng boalen 0
dewth by the palice in a back rooam and the
doctor certified that he died of a heart attck.
That s in San Qiencin,

—How do you aceound for the incressing inter-
racial unity nmong prisoners!

The teasan far the recent suceess1s due to out-

side support and the gitenition thal revolutionsry

circles ate giving mes in prison, 105 had a pro-
feund effect on tho efforts 1o onile the prizon
population. The Blacks buve recently wEETED
away from the Musling ideclegy. 1n the eurly
"wis, wihen [ first came o the joint, the Blacks
were 10 aome @i tent responible fur the rcism,
hecaisz we lavetled hath harmels at the whits
carviete OF coursa, we didn'n initiule it We
merely responded. Responded in g way Uiat
precluded any unicy, Bul recently, since Huey
Mewtan and Bobby Seale and U Blagk lefuses
have come ia hers from the community and the
slreets. it has been reflectad right here in che
joint, ir's pone from just “heather™ to Moo
rude” and from Black to just prople: The white
ennvicts have stopped feeling thregtened aad
they're able to respond to Hhe azw spproach.
Add that to the fact that all convicts are intelli
gent coough oo sec the advantapes of warking,
tesmet bt

_ Ay fimal coonment s¥

T zet buck o Jonalhan Jackson ond the August
Tth actton, svervhaody in prisoa wdenfified with
it T think that this ircident did more to solidify
the umity effort than anything that's cver hap-
penad in the past nine or ton years. 1'm ol
concarted with the opinivn of the oppesioon
uf peaple whe are tied into the sstahlishmont.
1'm concerned with the people who sy they
identify with the revalution, And we du teve
penple of the liberal-left who condemn thess
types of military activity. 1'd like 1o ernpiadise
hore that ifit's vialenoe they condemn, there's.
peoductive vinlence and there's coamter-produs
tive winlence, Jonathan felt, and 1 fesd, that
carefully planned, stuged, and urdzred pulitical
vtk are ol least the mindmuom we bave te
suppart if % are gaing to support the ol
tien.

SOLEDAD RROTHERS DEFENSE
COMMITTEE.

P.O. Box 31306, San Francisco, 94131,

U.S.A,

V.5.C. BENEFIT NIGHT

THE FOUR POSTER FOLE GROLP
anel ather prouns ond arssls

SATURDAY APRIL 3rd at 8.00 p.m.

The Rochuck pub, Tottenham Court
Road (Warren St. fubs] 5

Fiokers 20p in advance ar 250 af
the oy, Buy from Red Boody or
V5 TH2 Penroneille Road M T 7

HELP THE CLEANERS CAMPAIGN

The Cleaners Action Group has taken ugp
the case of a clesner sacked by Acma
cleaning contractors without redundancy
maney or holiday pay, after 16 years’
work, Money is desperataly nesded for
the Fighting Fund to pay [egal costs
Pleasa send a5 moch ai you can spire Lo
May Hobhbs, Claanars Action Group,

13 Middie Lane, Londan M.E, and draw
the attention of your unlon or athar
organisation to this campaign.

i




