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In LA Too: Ban
- Swells Crowd
For Shachtman

By PETER LACCIARO

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 25—
Max Shachtman, ISL chair-
man, hit Los Angeles last
week after a series of very
successful meetings in San
Francisco, and LA’s balmy
weather did not slow him up.
His presence here was the
occasion of another boost for
the revitalized Los Angeles
Independent Socialist Lieague.
and Socialist -Youth League
branches. :

At the Case Hotel Shacht-
man spoke be¥ore the largest

Truman’s New FEPC ' Near-Toothless
Is Attempt at Deal with Dixiecrats

By L. G. SMITH

The campaign for the establishment of a Fair Employ-
ment Practices Committee patterned on the one of World
War II has been pushed ever since the Korean war began
by all organizations who want equality for our national,
racial and religious minorities. They have been urging Pres-
ident Truman to issue an executive order setting up such
a committee, as past experience indicates how unlikely it is
that Congress can be prevailed upon to do anything about
the matter.

But on December 4 Truman issued an order which makes
a mockery of the desires for a real FEPC. He created a com-
mittee on Government Contract Compliance which will have
as its duty merely the investigation and inspection of the
way in which the provisions in all government contracts for-
bidding discrimination in em- '

KEEP THE HELP
DIVIDED SO | WONTY

HAVE TO DIVIPE
THE INCOME

BLE
Economic Outlook, CIOL!

ISL meeting in many a year,
where he very ably discussed
"the world situation as it ex-
ists today and the prospects
for the future in a speech
' entitled "The Struggle for
World Power." Over 90 peo-
ple in the audience listened
‘intently as he lashed into
~+American imperialism's at-
tempts to line up "demo-
cratic" allies in its life-and-
death struggle with Stalinist
imperialism.

He also smashed telling
blows at the ‘“you’ve-got-to-
be-practical school” of ra-
tionalizers for their support of
U. S. imperialism, pointing out
that the Stalinist camp has already
chopped off large chunks of the

(Turn to last pagel
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“Dear Sir:

“This iz to inform you that our
Small Arms Manufacturing Com~
pany has now opened a new de-
partment for the fabrication of
artificial legs. . .. "
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ployttent are being Honored. "
The committee will have

no enforcement powers what-

ever: Its job will be to advise

“the heads of contract-letting

departments how they
should enforce anti-discrimi-
nation provisions in. their
contracts, and in extreme
cases may- bring violations
to the attention of the direc-
tor of defense mobilization.

. "WEAK," SAYS NAACP

The reaction of leading
liberal organization to the
president’s cheap gesture on
this matter has been imme-
diate. Clarence Mitchell, di-
rector of the Washington bu-
reau of the Nationdl Associ-
ation for the Advancement
of Colored People, stated:
“Since the start of the Kor-
ean war we have been urging
action on the president. We
are disappointed because of
the weakness and lack of en-
forcement power in the ex-
ecutive order. However, we
must work to make the most
of it, at the same time seek
ways of strengthening it.”

The national executive sec-
retary of Americans for
Democratic Action stated
that “Truman’s appointment
of a committee on govern-
ment contract compliance is
not a substitute for a fair
employment practices com-
mission,” and urged, him to
create “an effective FEPC
with full enforcement pow-

“erg in line with the Demo-

cratic Party’s platform
adopted in 1948.”

Although both these men
and their organizations un-
doubtedly know exactly what

(Turn to last page)

Washington Snafus Cease-Fire
To Keep the Troops Trigger-Happy

By GORDON HASKELL
The guns fell silent all along

the Korean land front on Wednes-
day, November 28, and the world
breathed a sigh of relief. Except
for routine patrol action and light
Stalinist attacks which were not
pressed with vigor on minor po-
sitions, the fighting seemed to be
caming to an end. It is reported
that Chinese troops played volley-
ball in plain sight of the Ameri-
can lines, and lit bonfires to warm
themselves at night.

But the feeling of relief, of hope-
ful anticipation that the senseless
sloughter in Korea had perhaps
come to an end never to be re-
sumed, was not permitted to last
long. American government offi-
cials, from the generals in com-
mand of the front-line troops to
the president of the United States,
took immediate steps to dispel the
hopes and dash the illusions of the
American people which had been

created by the lull in the fighting.

President Truman called a
press conference at his Florida
vacation spot, and proclaimed
that the American forces would
continue to apply “pressure on
the enemy” as the strongest in-
centive for the latter “to agree to
a just armistice” He even had
the gall to denounce the press
services for having reported the
almost complete end to the fight-
ing and charged them with
spreading harmful illusions
among the people. _

General Van Fleet who com-
mands the Eighth Army insisted
that his military order had been
“misinterpreted” by all his front-
line commanders! He claimed that
he had not intended to order the
infantry to hold their fire unless
they were. attacked and the artil-
lery_to engage only in counter-

. battery: fire, Orders were sent out

immediatély to resume aggressive
patrol action, and to reply to Stal-

inist artillery fire in a ratio of
five to one.

WAR-AS-USUAL

Yet as we go to press, it does
not appear that the Americdn
troops and their allies are resum-
ing any major operations on the
ground. The president’s declara-
tions seem to be intended more for
home consumption than as a mili-
tary directive. Only in the air
does the war continue in its full
fury. In fact, the end to large-
scale ground action, at least for
the time being, seems to be so
much taken for granted that large
elements of South Korean troops
have been pulled out of the line
and are being used in a large-
scale operation against a reported
foree of 10,000 guerrillas deep in
South Korean territory.

The reason for the lull in the
fighting at the front is obvious.
Both sides have signed an agree-
ment which stabilizes the front
for at least 30 days. The troops
certainly have no desire to risk
their lives to gain bits of land
which would have to be given up
if an armistice is signed within
the allotted time. Even the officers
can see that this would be sense-
less.,

But Truman's insistence that the

fighting must go on also has its rea-
sons. The government does nof#
want the American people, nor the
troops, to get a strong taste for
peace. The war psychology musk
be retained at all costs. The Kor-
ean war is unpopular enough as i
is. But if once the people here feel
that it is over, to resume it again
on a large scale would be politi-
cally dangerous.

Directly related to this is the-:
reported lag in armaments pro-
duction. A Senate subcommittee,
headed by Senator Lyndon John-
son, Texas Democrat, charged last
week that armament production
is lagging far behind schedule.
Although this is- denied by the
men in charge of the mobilization
setup, it is given daily confirma-
tion by such things ag the inability
of the American air force to meet
the Stalinists on equal terms over
North Korea. If the armament
effort will have to be jacked up
further, this can only be accom-
plished by a much more drastic
cut in ecivilian goods than has been
made to date. For the people to
accept this prospect, it is neces-
sary that the war psychology be"
kept going. Men who die useless
deaths in Korea to achieve this
objective can have the consolation
of knowing that they are expend-
able.
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ACTION

Detroit

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Dec. 2—Like the crash of thunder before a
storm breaks out, the news of another 25,000 layoff at Ford
and Chrysler hit this industrial area, which. already has

nearly 100,000 unemployed

Perhaps this is the event that is gomg ‘to force United
Auto Workers (CIO) officials and government officials to do

business other than “as usual,” in the coming months, A

fever pitch of excitement. swept- .through. various- pla.nts
where. men received their notices of layoffs, and local union
halls are finding themselves crowded with more and more
unemployed wanting the union “to do something about it.”

As a matter of fact, there is only one immediate action

which could be taken to alle-
viate the suffering of the un-
employed in Detroit—and in
the rest of Michigan, for the
same situation exists in Flint
and elsewhere.

An emergency session of the
state legislature could be convened
by Governor Williams to revise
the unemployment - compensation
laws, boost the benefits up from
the current level (%27 per person,

with $2 for each dependent) to an
amount equal to a 40-hour work
week. Elimination of the waiting-
week provision would end another
hardshlp

Last month Governor lehams
called. an emergency session to
meet on the acute problem of what
counties and areas should permit
the use of rifies in deer hunting. It
would seem that the unemploy-
ment situation is at least as impor-

tant as the plight of the deer hunt-
ers. )

POLITICS-AS-USUAL?
Proposals along -this line have
been adopted .at variouslocal un-

ion meetings, but they have been .
- buried by higher CIO officials. who

don’t want. to. bring- up anything ...
-al, will.be:able, ta.continue. in; the

that may embarrass ‘‘their boy”
Gov. Williams.. After all, his re- .
election in-1952 is more important
than the unemployment problem,
and a lot.of people.would get sore
if he called an emergency session
of the state legislature. This would
cost him . .wvetes—among business-
men.

So the alibi runs, in UAW circles,
with a variation on the theme,
“Don't you know that the Repub-
licans control the legislature? They
won't vote any increase.” Of
course, it was these same Republi-
can legislators who increased the
benefits from $24 to $27, under
pressure.

The point is that the UAW-Dem-
ocratic Party politicians are afraid

"Intellectual and Artistic Life Has' Been Flattened Out'

'The Hoodlums Are in Control Here as Well

As in Russia,” Says Times Theater Critic

By 'MARY BELL

Thére has been ample discus-
sion and analysis in these columns
of the universal atmosphere of
the witchhunt which had a seem-
ingly modest beginning in govern-
ment circles with the Truman
loyalty oaths. The checklist was
the privately drawn up and as yet
judicially uncontested attorney
general’s list of “subversive” or-
ganizations, Then the use of the
list spread to indystrial, educa-
tional and all other kinds of in-
stitutions.. An avalanche of hys-

teria was unloosed and MeCar-

thyism was the hysterical culmi-
mation of this national disorder.

Among the arts, Hollywood was
fmvaded, and screen- writers and
actors were subjected to this in-
tellectual terror. The Un-American
Activities Committee staged its
hearings and professional heads
fell for poiitical unorthodoxy, sus-
picion of unorthodoxy or Stalin-
ism, . associafion with Stalinism,
efc. -
. Red .Channels, the infamous
sheet coneerned with the radio
and TV networks, edited by two
ex-FBI agents, spat forth its
baseless accusations and insinua-
tions. Jean Muir, after mention
in' Red Channels, was not subse-
quently .employed. . Mady Chris-
tians, the well-known actress who
1ecent!y died, was also listed.
Margaret Webster, the famous

producer, said in her final salute
to Miss Christians that the un-
happiness and public disrepute
occasioned by this listing hastened
the latter’s death.

‘Elmer Rice struck back at the
use of Red Channels recently
when . the Celanese Corporation

vetoed an actor for one of his
plays who had been listed. Rice
refused to have anything more to
de with the sponsor. Such forth-
right action in the face of the
prevailing politiecal mood has been
rare.

So far as the actual output of
artists and writers, who furnish
the backbone of the theatrical and
screen productions, is concerned,
the effect of the witchhunt upon
it is more difficult to assess; but
it must be more insidious and, if
possible, more poisonous, than the
blacklisting of actors and writers.
One knows in a general way that
without an atmosphere of free-
dom and experimentation, accept-
ance of unconventional ideas and
explorations in new fields, writers
and artists must be severely
cramped.

"HERE AS IN RUSSIA™

The distinguished New York
Tunes theater critie, Brooks At-
kinson, has some pertinent re-
marks worth quoting in his col-
umn of December 2. He is at-
tempting to find the reasons for
the particularly empty -state of
the. theatre, with the exceptions
of . Shakespeare and Shaw, this
season. After eiting the inevitable
economic ills of Broadway stage

- productions, which must function

like capitalistic business enter-
prises and earn/profits for back-
ers, Atkinson’ writes of ‘the new
probléem which has beset the
theatre:

“If there were any real infel-
lectugl. or spiritual drive at the
core of the contemporary theatre,
the wild economics would not be
the decisive factor. Nothing mate-
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rialistic or practical can destroy
an art that is vital. But something
elusive and intangible seems to
have drained the vitality out of
the. theatre, and perhaps out of
other: American. arts as well..No
one knows the reasen exactly, But
could it be that the spiritual cli-
mate in which we are now living
smothers art that is really crea-
tive, and that the emphasis on pub-
lic. expression. of all_kinds .is fo-
ward meekness and conformity?
People are playing safe. They hesi-

tate to say what they think.-The

infellectual and artistic life of the
country has  been flattened au_f
The ignorant heresy-hunting and
the bigoted character assassina-~
tion that have acquired: the gen-
eric title of M¢Carthyism are suec-

. ceeding. The hoodlums are in con-

trol here as well as in Russia, and

. the theater begins to look as in-

sipia in the one place as in the
other.

“No one can create art without
looking into the bottom of his pri-
vate soul and reporting the truths
he finds there. Things that are
expedient are not art if, in faet,
they are anything at all. Art is
frank, first of all. Not that artists
are necessarily in rebellion
against the times in which they
live. Shakespeare was lucky
enough to live in the robustious
and expansive climate of Eliza-
bethan England when a woman
cf great courage and enlighten-
ment dominated the'scene. It was
a fertile period and he flourished.
But some of our greatest artists
have been in opposition to the in-
tellectual and cultural life of their
periods and they spoke up like
men of insight and courage. Aris-
tophanes, Ibsen, Strindberg, Tol-
stoy, Chekhov, Shaw, O’Casey and
O'Neil were not content to give
lip service to medioerity. For it
is the nature of great artists to
be more alive than most people
are: to have more imagination,
keener eyes and more passionate
convictions.

“We cannot expect to have vital
art in our theatre if we emulate
totalitariam . countries and yield
the control of cultural life to-the
Yahoos and hoodlums.”

Brooks Atkinson is no alarmist
and he is not a socialist. He writes
as a theater critic on what he be-
lieves to be the best interests of
the - theater. His language is
strong and his points are telling.
He demonstrates that the attor-
ney general’s list has made its
way- into. every nook and-cranny :
of our contemporary life.. .. -

to bring .the pressure to bear, be-
cause they are really afraid. to

make any move for .fear of losing

votes, for Williams., (They assume

that the unemployed, like good un-

ien people, will vote the way their
mnion tells them next fall.)

.- It. remains to.be, seen if this.un-
ignism-as-ysyal, orpolities-as-usu-

.face  of: the. worst.depressioncon-
.dition in Detroit in, many years.

The.. restlessness, of - the . unem- :
- ployed - is .equalled, by -the unrest

among the employed, who find
that short work weeks, new taxes

and the growing inflation keep de- .

pressing their standard of living.

One of the surest indexes of this
turbulent frame of mind is the re-
action,of skilled workers, After all,
their standard of living is, higher
than the assembly-line workers.

In recent weeks, Detroit has seen
wildeat strikes among the skilled
trades. There was a stormy meet-
ing of 1,000 skilled workers in De-
troit last week at which UAW
leadership representatives were
booed vociferously.

SKILLED, MEN IN LEAD

The situation in a nutshell is
this: In unorganized shops in De-
troit, a skilled worker makes from

. $3 an hour up, with plenty of over-

time if he wants it. In UAW organ-
ized shops, most top rates start at
$2.35 an hour.

It was this disparity which forced
a special panel of the Wage Sta-
bilization Board to recommend a
28% cents an hour flat  increase,
something which companies like
Ford had agreed to already.

-But the “Wage Freeze Board”
said no. Is it a wonder that the
skilled trades in Detroit are at

© the boiling peint? Walter P. Reu-

ther, who has been: delaying .and
stalling on this. issue, finally came
out with a demand that the Wage
Freeze Board reverse its position.
He had failed fo attend the skilled-

trades meeting, and was subject to
a neat attack by Carl Stfellato of
.Ford Local 600, whese : skilled-
.~irades workers are taking the lead
in this struggle.
The unskilled workers in :De-
-troit’s plants are cheering . the
..skilled workers. along in-their fight
.for a wage increase: For a.chance
.to. bust . the -present. wage. level
opens up  if -the skilled. workers
. win. Certainly, if the skilled wérk-
-ers need a;28%-cent.wage increase,
-the lower-paid. unskilled, workers
need at least as muche It wil take
more than' clever arguments .to
.affset this thinking among the men
on the assembly lines.

GANGSTERS: ONE DOWN

In this. storm . and strife, the
UAW ranks here have almost over-
looked the significant wvictory of
their union in smashing the gang-

ster-industry setup at the Michi- -

gan Stove Company, which had re-
ceived nation-wide publicity dur-
ing the Kefauver hearings, After
winning an NLRB election, the
UAW uncovered a plot of the
gangster elements around Sam
Perone, a Kefauver witness, and
holder of a juicy contract on scrap
iron at the plant, to terrorize the
unionists and take over the local
union,

The arrest of six of h]s associates
and Perone himself on charges of
conspiracy to prevent workers
from joining a wunion, and the
prospect of further nation-wide
publicity which might have toueh-
ed. the deeper tie-up of racketeers
and - eertain Detroit - industries,
forced a capitulation by the com-
pany.

The UAW won 'a union shop; a
flat ten-cent hourly wage increase,
sick and.welfare insurance, pen-
sions, and .other standard provi-
sions of union contracts. It gave
the prestige of Michael Lacey,
East Side regional director, -in
charge of this loeal union, quite a
boost.

THE CONTRADICTION IS ALL MURRAY'S

By BEN HALL

Phil Murray was bitter in his
denuneciation of the wage control
policies of the Truman adminis-
tration, and the Welegates who
heard him at-the recent CIO con-

vention echoed his sentiments.
They were lmpatlent when Price
Stabilizer, Michael DiSalle sought
to defend his course and rudely
1gnored his Temarks to their ses-
sions, refusing to hear him out,
choosing to busy themselves with
their own private eonversations
while he sought their attention

. in vain.- And these are men
who are accustomed to. giving the
Truman administration at least
a respectful hearing.

Now the Steel Workers union
begins negotiations with the na-
tion’s most pewerful industrial-
ists. The companies have already
announced their flat rejection of
any wage increase, unless’ they
are guaranteed a substantial price
increase. The union .insists that
it is determined to get a substan-
tial wage raise.and it makes elear
that it does not intend to be
bound by the formulas of the
Wage Stabilization Board.

These. negotiations begin with
the threat of strike clearly in the
minds of all. The wage policies of
the Democratic administration
face a new test and the “Fair
Deal”-labor alliance is about. to
be subjected to new strains and
pulls.

The CIO finds itself in the very
embarrassing position of support-
ing a regime in Washington whose
wage program it cannot stomach
and of serving on a Wage Stabili-
zation Board as loyal participants
while rejecting its basic policies.

Emil Rieve, CIO member of the

. beard, president of the United Tex-

tile Workers Union, wants. o getf
off. Joseph: Curran,. president of
the National Maritime _ Union,
wants his union exempted from the

board's control.-If the Steel. Work- -

ers union is compelled fo fight the
board’'s rulings or . intervention in
its . negotiations, - every = possible
justification: for continued labor
participation will have evaporated
and the whole setup reduced #o a
farce.

While labor still sits on the
board, it begins to build up a ter-
rific pressure to break through
the whole structure. The steel ne-
gotiations will underline the im-
possibility of creating a durable
and stable class peace in this pe-
riod of war economy. Under the
best of circumstances; the admin-
istration will find a device to
stumble along temporarily with-
out, precipitating a crisis in the
form of a nation-wide steel strike,
But it will not, beeause it cannot,
find a way to eliminate the almost
permanent, . nagging threat eof
similar crises to come.

The steel companies-are shrewd
enough to pass the buck to Tru-
man: “Whether our weorkers are
to get a raise,” .said Benjamin
Fairless of U. 8. Steel, “is a-mat-
ter which probably cannot be de-
termined by collective bargain-
ing.”

And as the administration re-
luctantly mixes into the negotia-
tions it will have to figure out a
way to deal with the co-thinkers
of one steel union_ official wha said:
"We're not going to pierce the
wege, :ellmg. we're not going to
bend it; we're going-to break i#!"

\
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jomulka’s Rise and

all

Both ‘Made in Moscow’

By A. RUDZIENSKI

The world press reports from
Warsaw, that the Stalinist parlia-
ment has voted to hand over Vlad-
yslav Gomulka and General Mari-
an Spychalski to trial. Since these
men are members of the Polish
diet, only the immunity of the Po-
lish deputies which was inherited
from the independent Polish re-
public permits us to find out the
fate of Gomulka. In Russia itself,
Stalin does- not need this “bour-
geois formality,” and any member
of the Russian politburo can be
arrested by order of NKVD chief
Beria.

A review of Gomulka's political
career casts some light on his pres-
ent changed status. As our readers
will remember, Gomulka was for-
merly the prime minister of the
post-war Stalinist‘ government in
Warsaw, and Spychalski' wag his

leading general and organizer of -
. the Stalinist'armed forces in the’

country.

From the point of view of revo-
lutionary struggle, Gomulka's po-
litical history is gray. He began his
political career in the trade unions
and in the left wing of the Polish
Socialist Party (PPS), dominated
by the Communist Party.

CP BACKGROUND

As a member of the CP later, he
belonged to the right wing, the
“majority.” The leaders of the CP's
right wing came from the post-
1906 left wing of the PPS—not to
be confused with the PPS left wing
of 1926-31—with the exception of
A. Warski, Rosa Luxemburg's
friend and co-worker.

The CP right-wing majority sup-

ported the program of “democratic -

revolution” for Poland: before the
socialist revolution could take
place, they believed, there would
first have to be a kind of Polish
“Kerenskiad” as an inevitable pre-
liminary stage. While this was a
mistaken theory, this right-wing
majority was also opposed to the
Stalinization of the CP, and de-
fended the internal democracy and
proletarian character of the party
against Stalin’s henchmen. It was
for this reason that Stalin decided
on the destruction of this group
and ordered the murder of its lead-
ers, including Warski, Kostrzewa,

+# Wroblewski, Huberman, Rylski,
Prochniak, Krolikowski, Dombal,
and others.

The-CP minority, the “left-wing”
group, which passionately fought
against the “two-stage theory” of
the Polish revolution, replaced the
majority in the leadership of the
Polish CP by order of the Kremlin.
But after a short time these lead-
ers also were accused of “Trotsky-
ism” and of being political agents
of the Polish-government, and they
were murdered by the GPU.

We recall these facts to facilitate
anr understanding of the fate of
Gomulka, who belonged to the
younger generation of the CP
which supported the majority as a
defender of the independence of
the CP and of the Polish ‘working-
class tradition against the GPU.

CORPSE REVIVED

‘When in 1929-30 the Kremlin de-
livered the leadership of tae Po-
lish CP into the hands of the then
minority and ordered the “consoli-
dation” of the party around this
new leadership, Gomulka support-
ed this “consolidation” as did all
the members of the majority.

During this period, for example,
this writer was at one time at a
meeting in Lvov where I was or-
dered to be “self-critical” for non-
existing mistakes. I refused to do
this, but Gomulka, present as the
Central Committee representative,
remained silent in spite of the fact
that he sympathized with my op-
position. ‘This- opportunism of Go-
mulka’s, noted by the GPU, was
both the basis of his later political

career -and ‘also- the cause of his’

downfall-now.

Before the 'outbreak of the Sec< -

ond World ‘War, the Polish CP had
been-disselved by  Moscow as an

“agency of the Polish government;”

=

and its leaders, both majority and
minority, were murdered, but the
Gomulkas survived in Russia and
in Poland because the Stalinist re-
action needed this type of oppor-
tunist for its own aims. When the
Russian Stalinist army invaded Po-
land, the “empirical”’ Stalin re-
membered the “two-stage theory”
of the Polish revolution. The au-
thors of this theory had been mur-
dered for putting it forward, but
corpses do not stink in Stalin's
nostrils: he -crdered that ‘the old
theory be disinterred and refur-
bished in new form. In Poland, as
in the other satellites, it was pro-
claimed that there was now a pe-
riod of the “bourgeois-democratic
revolution,” the epoch of “popular
democracy,” which was represént-
ed as a kind of “Kerenskiad” un-
der Stalinist’ leadership. This was
put forward as the antechamber to
the Stalinist fotalitarian paradise.

SQUEEZED LEMON

Since the Polish underground
resistance was very strong, Go-
mulka and his friends were put
forward as the “leaders” of the
new “popular democracy,” the Po-
lish “Kerenskiad.” Gomulka was
appointed to the premiership to
find -a ecommon language with the

“Jeft” elements-of the PPS and the

Populist Party. He was proclaimed
as the leader of the popular repub-
lic, and the Stalinist cheering
squads yelled “Vies—lav! Vies—
lav!” (Vieslav is Gomulka's old
pseudonym.) In this capacity, Go-

mulka . performed his “duty” and
pacified Poland for the Stalinist

 conquerors. He helped to accom-

plish the “consolidation” of Stal-
in's forces, as in 1930.

But in the course of time, the
usefulness of his job came to an
end. Cyrankiewicz took his place
as prime minister and he was dis-
missed from-the general-secretary-
ship of the party, The Kremlin had
ordered the ‘transition from the
“popular detnocracy" to the Stal-
imist ' so-called’ “proletarian dicta-
torship,” that is, a fully Stalinist
totalitarianism. Gomulka was re-
leased—to the State Control agen-
cy, as a squeezed lemon.

Now he is charged with being
the leader of “Polish nationalism
and Titoism” and has been bound
over to trial. But if Gomulka was
acting as a “npationalist,” this "na-
tionalism” had been created ad hee

by Stalin, and it was the master -

in the Kremlin who had been the
sole author of this “deviation.”
There were tendencies in Po-
land toward “nationalism” and
maybe toward “Titoism,” but Go-

mulka could never be the leader’

of such a tendency; he suffers too
much from lack of character and
from opportunism. He is only -the
scapegoat for Stalin's strategy. As
a - political leader, he was never

capable of any independent role.:

His career and his downfall were
both made by the Kremlin. His op-

portunism was the cause of his

rise as it will now be the cause of
his sad end.

THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY on

The 'Trenton Two * Can Be Saved

By MEL HACKER
Two Negroes face life in prison

for a crime which they did not
ccmmit. They are the two remain-

ing members of the now world-
famous "Trenton Six,” the jury at
o second trial having acquitted four
oif the original six. Collis® English
and Ralph Cooper have been’ im-
prisoned for almost four Yyears.

They were indicted for the® murder -’
of a junk dealer but their real

crime was, that as members of ‘a
downtrodden minority group, they
were particularly susceptible to
the intimidation and frameups of
the police. The National Associa-

“tion for the Advancement of Col-

ored People and the American Civ-
il Liberties Union are currently
spearheading a drive to free these
innocent men.

It is impossible to understand
the case of -the “Trenton Two”
without taking into account the
background of city politics from
which it emerged. In 1948 Tren-
ton was having a crime wave,
Mayor Connally was under indict-
ment for bribery, and his police
department was under attack for
a long series of unsolved crimes.
The press was clamotring for re-
form. An -editorial in the Trenton
Times, headed “The Idle Electric
Chair,” pointed out that no man
had been convicted and sentenced
to death in New Jersey for a
crime 'since December 11, 1945,
The police department, stung into
action, began frenzied attempts
to round up suspects for various
unsolved crimes. Within 15 days
six men were arrested for the
rmurder of a 72-year-old junk
dealer. These suspects, the Tren-
ton six, were all Negroes ‘who had-
alibis.

There were no eye-witnesses to
the crime. The dead man’s wife
who had seen “three light-com-
plexioned Negroes” enter the
store failed to identify either
Cooper or English, the darkest-
skinned of the six. Held under ar-
rest by the police, five of the men
signed “utterly confusing confes-
sions. Testimony at subsequent
trials revealed that these men had

been drugged, interrogated for as

long as 19 hours at one stretch

withoiit sleép; denied access to le<

gal counsel. A hurried trial found
them guilty and sentenced' them
to death.

At this point the Communist
Party through the Civil Rights
Congress, its legal-defense arm,
capitalized on the case to build
support for the Communist Party
and colleet huge sums of money;
ostensibly for the defense of the
Trenton Six. It brought the mat~
ter to the New Jersey Supreme

Court but subsequently withdrew:

after the NAACP and the ACLU
entered the case. The Amsterdam
News claims that the Stalinists
spent very little of their collected
money for legal defense. In 1949
the ‘New Jersey Supreme Court
reversed the verdict of guilty,
stating that the.trial record was

“judgment tainted with error.”

In the second trial, stories weré
changed and with jury horsetrad-
ing four of the six were acquitted
and Collins and English given life

- terms.

The ACLU and the NAACP, to-
gether with the Princeton Commit-
tee for the Defense of the Trenton
Six have organized‘the Joint Com-
mittee to Free the Trenton Two.
They are asking funds to bring the
case to the U. S. Supreme Court.

This case is part of the struggle
tc publicize and eliminate the sec-
ond-class citizenship and exploita-
tion of the American Negro by
a corrupt capitalist society. The
Stalinists have been out-fought in

this case by liberal -eivil-rights-

organizations, We urge your full
support to the Trenton Two.

]
BEHIND "COUNTERATTACK’

The reactionary  newsletter
Counterattack has terrorized ra-
dio and television for the  last

three years. The screening of per-

sonnel on the Elmer Rice tele-
vision broadcasts is the latest in-
cident in its active history of
using charges of subversiveness
to blackball performers. The Jean
Muir case also brought these ac-
tivities to light.

The Nation magazine suggests
that this -ugly witchhunting de-
prives citizens of their rights with-
out:due- process-of -faw -and-also

LONDON LETTER

By DAVID ALEXANDER

LONDON, Nov. 28—The Bevanite
members of parliament. yesterday
broke with the Labor Party ma-
jority on an important foreign-
policy issue in the vote on the
floor, in a fashion which illustrates
the contradictory sentiments of
the group when it comes to for-
eign policy. The issue was the
Japanese ‘peace treaty, but the
story goes back some weeks,

Before the recent election the
Bevanites felt they had to toe the
party line for fear of bringing
down the then Labor government.
But when the Parliamentary Labor
Party (which is the name of the

Labor MPs’ fraction in the House)"

met after the election, and elected
a commitiee to formulate policy,
Bevan and his main supporters de-
liberately abstained from ' taking
part in the committee election.
They did not want full responm—
bility for the decisions. ’

Last-week, at ‘a closed meeting

" of the Parliamentary Labor Party,

Attlee had appealed to the Bevéin-
ites to show solidarity ‘on the Japa-
nese peace treaty issue, which was
coming to a vote.

Despite this, however, the 14
Bevanite MPs mustered another 19
members of Parliament to vote
against ratification. Nearly 100
others abstained.

Suspicion of U. S. imperialism
no doubt played a role in this mi-
nority vote, but part of the reasons

can be considered in restraint of
trade; The Federal Communications
Commission might be induced to
revoke the licenses of blacklisting
radio stations.

It is intolerable that American
citizens should be forced to go—
as scores of naive and miserable
radio entertainers have gone—to
the offices of Counterattack to
plead their innocence and to pe-
tition for merey as if they were
before some awesome legal tribu-
nal. While an investigation of
Counterattack is clearly in order,
an .investigation of the organiza-

tions which put teeth in its list- .

ings would be of much greater
significance.

Counterdttack is not the evil—

the evil is thought control, states
the Nation. Behind Counterattack
stands the authority of President
Truman’s “loyalty-review” pro-
gram and the blacklists prepared
by the attorney general of the
United States, the McCarran Act,
the Smith Act, the House Com-
mittee on. Un-American Activi-
ties, the Subcommittee on Inter-
nal Security, the Americanism
Committee of the American Le-
gion and the Catholic War Veter-

- ans. What the Nation does not add

is that behind all this stands the
hysteria of war preparations, the
building of armies and guns for
this country’s hot and cold war
with ‘Russia,

®
ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Ohio Republican Senator Bricker
lined up with real-eéstdte interests
to ‘attock the innocuous UN Cove-
nant on Human-Rights which, ac-
cording fo ‘Bricker, is "a threat-to
the private building industry.” He
said the covenant’s guarantee of
adequate ' housing ' "incorporates
the fundamental principles of
Madrxidn socialism."

There are perhaps few .other
politicians who would be naive
enough to make this confession,

” Read THE NEW
_ INTERNATIONAL |

The Bevan Group and
The Japanese Treaty

for the Bevanite epposition were
far from progressive or socialist,
Ellis Smith, for example, said tha¢
the expected revival of Japanese
industry would be a competitive
menace to the industrial North of
England. The Japanese could pro-
duce goods much more cheaply
than Britain, under what he
charged were almost slave-labor
conditions, It was suggested that
Britain should net ratify the treaty
until it had included some pro-
tective clauseés'to restrict Japahese
competition.

The majority pointed out that
Britain had no alternative to rati-
fication as it could not enforce such
restrictions if Japan were to regain
its sovereignty, in accordance with -
the aim of the treaty.

Consistent socialists and inter-
nationalists would also point, out
that to deprive another people of
its independence and sovereignty
in order to restrict its ability to
compete for world markets with
the indusiry of one's own country
was a strictly imperialist appréach
to the problem.

Abeﬁmrﬂnite
To Fight French

By DAVID ALEXANDER

LONDON, Nov. 28—Details have
recently reached wus here of the.
amalgamation into a united froné
of all the anti-imperialist organi- -
zations of Algeria to fight the
French masters of the country.

The organization was formed last
August by three groups, the MTLD,
an Islamic religious organization,
and the Communist Party. The
most powerful of these is the first
(the initials, in English, stand for
the Movement for the Triumph of
Democratic Liberties). The specific
weight and role in the alliance of
the Communist Party is a question
mark. ;

The leader of the MTLD, Messali
Hadj, was recently reléased from
prison by the French but he is not
allowed to participate in political
activity. His movement has some
hundreds of thousands of support-
ers. When I met one of them, he
assured ‘me that they were Wwell
organized. They certainly have
arms caches. Their support is coun-
try-wide, but ‘it is dangerous to
“talk about themy” except in the
mosques.

The MTLD is a social-demoecratie
organization. It is sgainst all impe-
rialism, and is prepared to accept
as equals both Christians and Jews,
neither of whom are generally
looked on- with friendly eyes in
Algeria, as can well be understood.

Although there were elections
earlier this year, and it was out of
the resultant dissatisfaction that
the “Algerian Front for the De-
fense and Respect of Liberiy” was
formed, the less than 20 per cent
of the deputies who were directly
elected are in an impatient mood.
In a country where 2 million
Frenchmen rule 4 million Arabs—
where all the French carry arms
legally and many of the Arabs
keep them illegally—the situation
is very explosive, .

The Arabs have a good sense of
history, and many of them told
this wrlter on a visit to Algeria

last year, that they ‘“remember
Abdel Kader,”
/ N\

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
114 W. 14 Sireet, N. Y. C.°
specializes in books and pam-
phlets on the Labor and So-
cialist movement, Marxism,
ete., and can supply books of
all publishere.
Send for our free book list.”
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The Israeli socialist journal Ha’lton Ha’
Democrati, published in Tel Aviv by M. Stein, re-
cently presented its views on the war in o long
editorial statement, of which important sections
are translated below. In its essential lines, it is
a- genuinely socialist approach to the interna-
tional crisis, and we welcome it.

Comrade Stein’s paper is independent of any
of the major parties, including the Mapai, and
is especially outstanding (as far as the Israeli
press goes) for its consistent championing of the
rights of the Arab minority in the state and of
a policy looking toward an alliance of both Jew-
ish and Arab toilers against the ruling classes of
the Near East. In the same issue from which the

~article below is translated, the editor also an-
nounces that the paper expects to become a daily -

shortly.
The translation from the Hebrew is by Al
Findley.—Ed.

\ ¥

When the ruling class of the U. S. declares
that it does not.want war -it is not lying. No
doubt, they prefer to achieve their aims peace-
fully. The population of the U. 8. is large, its in-
dustrial production tremendous and its financial
power is great. Europe, on the other hand, has
been badly battered, Britain is no longer a de-
cisive power, Asia and Africa remain weak. Wide
parts of the world are therefore open to U. S.
expansion and domination that can give the U. S.
the fruits of the labor of the peoples of the world
in such great quantities that not only the rulers
but the people of the U. S. will be able to share.

It is precisely peace that can bring the rulers
of the U. S. such an era of unprecedented wealth
and prosperity—that is if they could only have
the time to conduct their “business as usual.”
BUT will they have the opportunity?. ..

The world has become too small for the social
systems of Russia and the U. S. to co-exist. Talk

of the co-existence of capitalism and communism -

may have good intentions but has no truth. It
would, of course, have no truth when applied to

genuine communism. But even the so-called com-

munism that prevails.in Russia cannot long live

in peace with the capitalist system. Not because

the two systems are different but rather because
of the similarity in both systems.

It is precisely because both in the U.S. and -
in. the USSR the masses are exploited and the

minority enjoy special privileges, because both

* are oppressive and exploitive systems that seek

to consolidate and expand, that it is "natural”
that they stand in each others way and end up
in conflict.

. The coming war between the U. S. and Russia
will be a world war. Firstly, because it will be a
war for rule of the world. Whoever wins will
dominate the entire globe,

Two-in-One War

At the same time it will be an ideological war
between two social systems. This “twin”" strug-
gle is not a mere coincidence but has been
brought about by the decline of the capitalist sSys-
tem and by the growth of the science of trans-
portation, . . i

The ‘aspiration to unite and centralize the
public activities of man in order to improve his
lot is as old as mankind. Tribe, city-state, nation-
state, empire are all steps and stages in the road
of the unifying and centralizing tendency men-
tioned above. The advances were small ones and
the road was a narrow one with many obstacles,
and it expanded slowly.

All past attempts at world rule—the attempts
of the eastern emperors, of Alexander, of Rome,
of the great rulers of the Middle Ages, of Napo-
leon—all failed. All of course were partial tries;
the “world” they aspired to rule was a very lim-
ited world. The main obstacle was their inability
to rule from afar. Even in the narrow confines
of their world they did not have the means to
continue a central rule for any length of time:

Only with the expansion of the science of
transportation was any real progress made ‘to-

"ward the goal.

Not 'Neutrality” hut Opposition to Both Imperialist Powers —
From Israel: A Socialist Voice on the War -

World War I was not yet a war for world
domination. Each side was a coalition of equal
powers. The victory of neither side would have
resulted in a central world government. Of
course, World War I was a step toward such a
setup and was a prelude to World War II, which
had implicit in it a single world power. However,
even in World War II one side was an alliance
of many countries of more or less equal power
and it was this side that won. World War II was,
however, a very great step in the direction of

creating one central power. It weakened the pow- .

er of many countries and left only two countries
in the field. The coming world war will not be a
war. between alliances like World War I, nor a
war between an alliance and a single power as in
World War II but a war between two individual
powers. The outcome inevitably means that the
winner will become the single world power or
government.

The same"developments that make possible
the centralization of political power also turns
“economic -anarchy” into a liability and a de-
structive force, They are two sides of the same
coin. Man needs both the centralization of po-
litical and economic functions—a central direc-
tion of affairs.

We Are Not 'Neutral’

It is therefore natural that the problem of
centralized political power and the question of
the social order are posed at the same time. In-
deed they have appeared side by side for a num-
ber of years. The Russo-Japanese War brought
the Revolution of 1905. World War | brought the
October Revolution. World War 1l catapulted
Russia into one of the two contenders for world
power. In the coming war this development: will
reach its height and the question of world power
and the social question will be united.

Since the war between the U. 8. and Russia
will be both an “ideological” one and a struggle
for the world, is it possible for any country to
remain neutral? Of course not! Even in World
War II there were no real neutrals. Even those
countries that were formally neutral were so only
because it suited the great powers for their own
considerations. In practice the “neutrals” served
one of the powers while the other closed its eyes
to the situation. If the war had continued, there
would have come an end even to this kind of neu-
trality.

There is no doubt that no country—even if it
wanted to—would be“able to remain neutral in a
war between the two. giant contenders, with dif-
ferent social orders, fighting it out for world
mastery. It is, of course, ridiculous to assume
that the Near East, a strip of the world where
some of the greatest battles may be fought, will
be able to remain neutral.

The slogan of neutrality for the Near East is
a false and harmful one. It is harmful because it
deflects attention from the real dangers that
threaten, it arouses false hopes that it is possible
to avoid the dangers by staying on the sidelines.
The way to prevent involvement with either the
United States or Russia in a war is not "neutral-
ism" 'but opposition to both. He who has a choice
of fwo alternatives—be hanged or be burned—
will not choose neutrality toward both, but as
long as he has sense will seek a third alternative,
i.e., to remain alive. -

World War IT did not bring a European Oc-
tober Revolution. The degeneration and treach-
ery of the mass workers’ organizations, both
“right” and “left,” bore its fruit. The Second
International became during the war partners
and servants of the imperial rulers, and after
the war they became, or rather they tried to be-
come, the “popular” administrative “heirs” of
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their rulers. They remained loyal to imperialism
—of course, “for the benefit of the people.” The
adherents of the Third International were as
usual tools of the rulers of Russia: deserters dur-
ing the period of the Stalin-Hitler pact and
fighters in the underground after the Nazi attack
on Russia. At present they writhe in a net of
contradictions in the conflicts between “national

" patriotism,” “Soviet patriotism,” “class patriot-

ism” and the need to preserve the faith of the
workers. They are writhing without any clear
perspective, can accomplish nothing worth while,
and are losing the prestige they had gained in

“the struggle against the Nazis.

Hope in the Colonial Peoples

In the fascist countries, the workers had been
so demoralized by their own parties that they
filled the ranks of the Nazis, and the few that:
remained loyal had little or no influence. If after
defeat of the fascists, one of the remaining ona_I;
workers tried to rouse the masses to revolution-
ary activity, he was suppressed both by the
“democratic” and “communist” armies. The in~
habitants of these countries are at present little
better than passive observers of the things done
by the different occupying powers.

The present state of the working class does
not offer real hope that in the near future it will

. be able with its own power to rid itself of the

exploiting systems and/or that it will be able to
prevent World War III,

However, World War Il brought a different
important development in its wake—the weakens'
ing of the colonial powers. Even though the demo-
cratic powers—the main colonial powers—won
the war, they paid a great price. The three greaf
empires—aBritish, Dutch, French—have lost their
abilify to rule. Destruction of their empires is not
complete, it is true, but the possibilities have
been created to bring this process to itsefinal
conclusion relatively quickly. . ...

This is the essence of Churchill’s proposal for
the unification of Europe. His plan is directed
not only against Russia but against the undevel-
oped countries—the majority of the human race.
It is essentially a plan not for the unification of
Europe, but a plan to use the industrial superior-
ity of Europe and America against the oppressed,
backward people. The struggle against colonial
oppression is not only worth while, but is a great,
immediate and important need. ¥

For the Future of Mankind .

The countries of Europe are as yet unable ta
accept Churchill’s plan in toto. The old social
concepts have not completely lost their power,
the memory of Hitler makes it difficult to accept
ideas and concepts advanced by the Nazis. Time
may change this situation. In the great turmoil,
these obstacles may be forgotten and may glorify
the advantages of a prosperity for the few based
on the blood of the many. The smoothing of the
path to this goal may be the-aim of a Third World
War.

The struggle against colonial oppression will
not succeed unless it is conducted by the subject-
ed nations with mutual understanding and ' syms-
pathy.

Every progressive war that is fought for the
freedom of a colonial country, whether Near or
Far East, is fought not only for ‘the neutrality of
that country alone, or for the region within which
that country is situated, but for much -more than
that. It is fought for the neutrality of the entire
world, for peace and for the future of mankind.
Those who fight for freedom in all colonial coun=
tries must remember this well—they must under<
stand and impress upon their memories the nec«
essary living connection between their struggles
and the struggles of others for freedom.

The enslavers. of both sides [Russian and
Anglo-American—Tr.] do not limit themselves:#. 3
to borders, neither in Korea nor in Malaya nor>
in any other place. The oppressed must do the
same. The enemy is strong, brutal and has had
much experience. We must learn from him in or=
der to conquer him.

Not the “neutrality of the East”—Near or

Far—but a progressive and united war against -
* the united and common enemy!”
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By:PETER. WHITNEY

“One Halley Promise Filled:
Will Tammany Try to Get In on the Act Too?

NEW YORK,; Dec. 1—With something' less than a bang,
Rudolph Halley has opened his career as the newly elected
New York €ity Council President by calling for the ousting
of two city officials friendly to gangster Frank Costello, and
for an investigation of corruption and patronage-in the Fire

. -Department.. Halley, candidate -of the. Liberal Party and

strong laber: forces,-gave the two old-party -machines a
knockout blow. in the recent elections after a campaign
based on fighting crime and corruption. ;

The question. arises: why single out two officials when
the very investigations conducted by Halley himself for
the Kefauver Crime Committee put the finger on many
more highly placed New York City officials? Why single
out the Fire Department ‘when other major. city depart-
ments have been as guilty of payroll padding, granting of
city contracts to favorite firms, and graft?

If the answer is that even crime-busting must start some-
where and it's better to tackle a little bit at-a time and: get

somewhere than to have
spectacular fireworks of de-
nunciation,.  the fact is: that
the. demands raised by Hal-
ley in the. form of the two
resolutions before the City
Council were not infroduced with
the expectation of passage but
with the aim of putting the Demo-
cratic majority of the City Council
on the spot and arousing, public
opinion to these evils. As expected,
these measures were referred to
committees and are likely to stay
pigeonholed there.

IMPELLITTERI MEN

The two city officials named as

intimates of Costello. — Deputy-

City Treasurer Harry Brickman
and Special Counsel Hugo Rogers
—broke with the Tammany. Hall
leadership in the 1950. elections
and supported Impellitteri against

the regular Democratic candidate -

for mayor, Pecora, who was also
endorsed by the Liberal Party at
that time. Mayor JImpellitteri

came to their defense by insisting
that this action “broke any pos-
sible tie to Costello.”

During “the 1950 elections for
mayor, Costello’s political friends
and associates, headed. by Tam-
many Hall and its leadership,
were supporting Rudolph Hal-
ley’s friend and mentor for the
mayorality. Impellitteri challeng-
ed their candidate and.success-
fully ran as an “independent ean-
didate.” He attacked political bos-
sism and succeeded in corralling
the sentiment of New Yorkers for
an “independent, unbossed” can-
didate. .

Scarcely had he warmed the
mayor’s chair than he was en-

gaged in overtures. to return to .

the Democratic fold. His price:
control of Tammany: Hall and the
custing of the present leadership
in: favor of himself and his asso-
ciates; like-Rogers-and Brickman.
He is still engaged in this battle
and given the present soul-search-
ing among the Demoerats to ac-

The Liberal Party of New York
has adopted a special statement
expressing “its disapproval of ef-
forts to bargain with the Franco
government in Spain,” thus tak-
ing a slap at Washington’s for-
eign policy. The statement ends
with the following note:

“We are particularly critical of
members of Congress who claim to
represent liberal democratic opin-
fon and yet espouse this dubious
policy which sacrifices our moral
capital for . problematic strategic
advantages.”

. “Members of Congress who
claim to represent liberal demo-
cratic opinion” is, of course, a
euphemism.. What it means is:
“We are especially distressed by
the votes cast by congressman
whom we, the Liberal Party, pre-
sented to the voters as liberal
and democratic.”

_ The outstanding specimen is
Franklin D. Roesevelt Jr. who
was not-only supported by the
Liberal Party but who was indeed
putiinto the House by the Liberal
Party, when the regular  Demo-
cratic organization refused to run
him. His family name presumably
guaranteed his liberal democratic
opinions- to the Liberals’ leaders.
But it- was this FDR Jr. whoe
made one of the most eynieal
‘Statements on the Franco loan.
A¢cording to an AP dispatch of
Oetober 17, he recorded a speech
while on .a visit to Madrid, in
which he said:

“*By using Spain to help our own
defense, we, of course, at the same
time would be helping in the de-
fense of Spain. Therefore, the price
we -pay should, in my opinion, be
relatively small,"

The Liberal Party,
-FDR Jr., and Franco

He was not concerned with the
price which the Spanish people
pay for the propping up of the
Franco regime by - American
money. The AP dispatch con-
tinues:

“He said that his view was die-
tated by ‘military considerations
which must override our political
distaste for the Franco regime.’

“Roosevelt said that ‘economic
and military aid will, of course,
tend to keep Franco in power.
But, as I said before, it looks like
he will be around for some time
anyway and a stable Spain is im-
portant to our interests,””

This need only be translated in
terms of the period of the Munich
agreement, with the name Hitler
replacing Franco.

But if FDR Jr. distressed his
Liberal' Party backers after they
helped elect him to office, this was
not the case with another recent
Liberal Party-supported candidafe
who. was backed by the Liberals
even though he had aiready voted
for the Franco loan. This was the
Democratic. candidate - for gover-
nor of New York in the 1950 elec-
tion, Walter Lynch. In praising his
record. during that campaign, the
Liberal Party spokesmen took.good
care to say nothing about Franco.

It is an open secret that there
is many a Liberal Party leader
who is scared to death that the
next came to grace the list
of those who have run out on lib-
eral demoecratic . professions will
be none other than—Rudolph Hal-
ley. No one really knows, since
Halley’s political and social views
on basic issues is pretty much a
top-classification secret. That’s
why they are scared.

count for their two 'successive
and smashing- defeats, he may
yet accomplish his aim.

GET THE BIG FRY

It is in the light of this inter-
nal struggle within the Demo-
cratic organization that Halley’s
moves must-be examined. Are not
some of Halley’s oewn. associates
tarred with the Costello brush by
their association *with’ Tammany
Hall and their acceptance. of its
svpport? Does not his silence on
the present.leader of Tammany
Hall-—also . a city official—raise
legitimate questions?

Rogers countered Halley's at-
tack by charging that Halley. had
“refrained 'from. bringing in ‘the
names of many people who. were
evidently useful to him, including
some Manhattan: Democrats. . . ."
Wouldn't Halley's denunciation of
city officials who are in- open and
notorious association with Costello
be stronger if. his list. were not
limited fo two supporters of Mayor
Impellitteri: but included some of
the- bigger-fry, -much more :impor-
tant and higher placed in the coun-
cils. of -the . Democratic. Party of
New York City? .

In accepting office, Halley told
his suppeorters that he would not
start out eating “raw meat” and
that he was not a flashy starter.
He would need time for, hard,
careful groundwork and would
move cautiously and slowly. While
there may be justification for this
attitude on some complex muniei-
pal problems, surely on Halley's
specialty — crime investigation
and the fight against corruption
—his supporters had the right to
expect a bold, aggressive attack
instead of a piecemeal nibble.

DEMS MAY. COMPETE

Halley may find the ground cut
out from under him by some new
competitors coming to the fore.
His monopoly on fighting for
“good, clean government” and
custing officials tainted with graft
and gangster association is being
challenged by Democratic Party
leaders themselves.

The New York Democrats are
neither blind nor stupid, and the
handwriting on the wall is too
large to be ignored. In 1950, Im-
pellitteri won by a plurality of
225,000 by claiming to be an “un-
hossed” independent Demoerat
against the regular nominee; in
1951, Halley won by a plurality
of 164,000-and beat the Demo-
cratic machine in Manhattan,
Bronx, and Brooklyn. The Liberal
Party thus emerged as the first
party in the city, and the Demo-
cratic Party—losing every bor-
ough, including Staten Island and
Queens to the” Republicans—was
thrown into a erisis of first-rate
proportions.

What could be more revealing
than the statement by Brooklyn
boss Sinnott? “The Demoecratic
Party in this city has lost the eon-
fidence of the people. . . . The peo-
ple have been appalled at the dis-
closures of dishonesty and cor-
ruption in the public service.
These cannot be condoned and
must be condemned.” Sinnot then
proposed that the Democrats can
resuscitate themselves by rally-
ing around the crime-fighters in
their own organization and iden-
tifying themselves with all efforts
to rid munieipal polities of gang-
ster influence.

HEAD IT AND BEHEAD IT

Only then can the Democrats
win the victories that they did in
the past under Roosevelt and Leh-
man. In other words, since you
can't fight the prevailing tendency,
you might as well become part of
it. If the people want "unbossed"
cendidates, if the people want
‘‘gang-busters,” the Democrats will
gladly furnish such candidates and
save their own heads in the prac-
ess. This ¥ime-worn strategy in pol-
itics is known as running to the

head of a-mevement-in order #o~ |

No®

behead it. It is even possible for
them as long as Halley sticks to
“erime-crushing” and fails o de-
velop -something: quite. different:

A" POLITICAL PROGRAM.
The shadow of the two impor-

- tant elections coming—the presi-

dential -election in ‘1952 and the
mayorality election -in 1953—has
engendered the deepest soul-
searching and gaestioning among
the Democratic tops. What can be
done- to restore the power: and
prestige of the Democratic Party
in New York City? New Yorkers
can expect to see some sweeping
moves -within = the Democratic
ranks and a reshuffing and re-
vamping of the party’s.leadership
with the aim of putting forward
a new face to the voters.

HE PROMISED

The Democrats’ erisis should be
the Liberals’ opportunity. The
Liberal Party rightfully rejoiced
over the Halley victory. They put
up. the manpower -and money to
ensure his. vietory, and. all com-
mentators credited the Liberals
as ‘the decisive force behind Hal-
ley. They are now the No. 1 party
in New York City, and are in the
strongest position to’ enlarge
their labdr base and forg® ahead
as’' the independent - political or-
ganization of labor and liberal
elements.

The rank and file of the party,
many of whom have urged the
party to run its own independent
candidates, are especially jubi-
lunt. They feel that. despite the
shortcomings of Halley and his
campaign his election is a tremen-
dous confirmation of the correct-
ness of the policy of running in-
dependent candidates and that the
leadership can no longer steam-
roller their demand with talk of
“impractieality” and “now is not
the time.”

‘At the last state convention,
State Chairman Adolf Berle - as-
sured the delegates that once the
party got a sizable vote, the dele-
gates could then write #heir own
ticket, but until then the time-
honored policy of supperting the
best.men in the two major parties
had to be followed. The party has
now reached its highest vote—and
elected a candidate to the second
highest post in New York City—
but will Berle remember what he
promised the rebellious members
who were urging the party to run
its own candidate?

The Liberal Party leaders have
been cautious in their statements
on the Halley victory and how it
would affect their future policy.

lashy Start’;

Halley would be the logical candi-
date for mayor in 1953, but much
can happen in two years. Halley
has described himself. as an “in-
dependent * Demoerat” and the
Liberals have burned their fingers
before on candidates who turned
their backs on them.

FEARS HALLEY SWITCH

In the recent election, for ex-
ample, Republican Congressman

_Javits, whem they have endorsed

again and again, supported the
Republican  eandidate against
Halley. - Sharkey,” the Pemocratie
candidate against Halley, could
likewise: boast that in days gone
by the Liberals had supported
him and helped to elect him. Sen-
ator Lehman and Congressman
F. D. Roosevelt Jr., elected to of-
fice by Liberal votes,; repaid their
political debts by - supporting
Sharkey.. Absolutely no gratitude
in this game of politics!~ i

Is it any wonder then that a
preminent Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union.leader plaintively writes
in the union's paper: "In the past,
the Liberal Party sometimes suf-
fered the consequences of candi-
dates who, after election, switched
to other, opposing sides.-We hope
that the newly-elected president of
the. City Council will not forget
the Liberal Party in months to
come, and will continue to justify
the trust put in him."

If the Liberal Party leadership
utilizes this great victory simply
to strengthen its bargaining po-
sition with the Democratic lead-
ership and to demand that it too
must be consulted before the
Democrats name their candidates,
not only will Halley but also the
people of New York forget
the Liberal Party. They will re-
ject it as a party which elevated
itself on the progressive senti-
ments of the voters only to be in
a better poesition to make rotten
deals with the old parties.

But if the Liberals build a
stronger, firmer, and intransigent
party and press for a program
to satisfy the needs of New York-
ers, they will maintain a massive
pressure on Halley and keep faith
with the voters who placed their
confidence and trust in them. An
aroused electorate wants action
riot only on crime and corruption
in' government but on the thou-
sand and one living problems—
like housing, transporation, and
the exorbitant city sales tax. Tt is
up to the Liberal Party to fulfill
the mandate- of the people and

- continue the battle based on the

beachhead of the Halley victory.

Man Looks in Mirror—Appalled

"Germany's economic recovery
has_helped. the rich.more. than. the
poor,” . Benjamin .J. . Buttenwieser,
retiving - assistant : United States
high commissiener, declared today.

". . . The Germans, in an effort
to rebuild the capital wealth of
their physically destroyed comn-
try, have concentrated the bene-
fits: of the economic recovery pro-
gram: in" the hands of the ‘money
interests," Mr. Butenwieser . con-
tinued.”

So goes a N. Y. Times dispatch
from Bonn (Dec. 2). The ironic
ang}e on this indignant condem-
nation of the German “money in-

terests” is that it comes from.a

former partner of Kuhn, Loeb &

Company who is also a former
governor of the Investment Bank-
ers Association,

Banker Buttenwieser is no

doubt sincere in his implied ree- .

ommendation that German capi-
talists should be unselfish philan-
thropists and not greedy profit-

seeker‘s, thereby easing Washing-
ton’s job to prop up living stand- .

ards as a bulwark against the
Stalinist appeal. Charity begins
abroad; but at. home, as every-
body and the NAM knows, the

profit-seeking motive has made

America great, . . .

Have you read . . ,
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Truman’s action means in
political terms, it appears
that they are choosing, for
reasons of political diplo-
macy, not to state clearly
and openly that what is in-
volved is an attempt at a rot-
ten political compromise in-
side the Democratic Party
at the expense of the Negro
people and other minorities.

COAXING DIXIE

There has been evidence
that such a "compromise” is
in the making. In a national-
ly-syndicated column by
Thomas L. Stokes (we quote
from the Los Angeles Mirror
for November 19) he wrote:
"What may become known in
our political history as the
compromise of 1952 is under
negotiation. It is going on
‘within the Democratic Party
and involves the controver-
sial civil-rights program. The
aim is to minimize agitation
within the party over the ra-
cial issue, reduce the preju-
dice appeal exploited by the
Dixiecrats, and bring the
_South back into the party.
The means would be a modi-
fication of President Tru-
man's program for discussion
in the next session of Con-
gress, and for a compromise
plank in the party's 1952
platform,

“The compromise envis-
aged would retain the essen-
tial principles of the Truman
civil-rights program, but on
a moderated basis that is be-
lieved would satisfy a major-
ity of the Southern people.
It would be presented to oth-
er-elements of the party as
a practicable, attainable pro-
gram that still would mean
progress, and might unify
the party for the stiff fight
expected in 1952.”

THE LOST WAR

In plain language: it is
proposed to sell out the Ne-
groes in order to get the sup-
port of the Jim Crow whites
who control Southern poli-
tics. Stokes stated that the
discussions on this matter
had not as yet involved the
president. But this “FEP”
executive order seems to jus-
tify the belief that Truman
is now a party to the “com-
promise.”
~ Further information on
this was contained in a col-
umn in the New York Post

Ve : \
"Briticism

A cautious appraisal from a
British War Office report of Oc-
tober 19:

“The British Overseas Airways
Corporation flag was torn down
at Farouk airport in Cairo on
Thursday.

“An anti-British atmosphere
appears to prevail at the airport.”
\ s

Ve N
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by Murray Kempton on No-
vember 27. Under the title
“The Lost War” Kempton
wrote: ’

“Almost 10 months ago
Mr. Truman’s advisers put
on his desk the draft of an
executive order reviving the
wartime Fair Employment
Practices Commission, as a
means of ending diserimina-
tion against minorities on
hiring for defense jobs.

“The chances of Truman

-signing the order have been

a subject for Washington
rumor ever since. The inter-
vals between rumors get
longer and longer. It has
been more than six months
since the president gave any
indication that he would
even like to sit down with a
group of representative Ne-
groes and discuss the need
for an FEPC....

"Meanwhile, the Washing-
ton files of the National As-
sociation for the Advance-
ment of Colored People

{Continued from page 1)

globe precisely because of the stu-
pidity and internal contradictions
of the U. S. bloc. He went on to
show how the creation of a Third
Camp was in reality the practical
way of stopping Stalinism and
capitalism. G

The question period which fol-
lowed indicated the interest his
speech held for the audience. The
audience in the main was com-
posed of young workers and stu-
dents who had never been around
before, \

STUDENTS HEAR HIM

An equally important phase of
Shachtman's visit to the fair but
not so democratic clime of Cali-
fornia was the series of circum-
stances surrounding the ban on his
speaking at both University of

bulge with reports of dis-
crimination against Negroes
in defense employment. Some
of it comes from private con-
tractors, and some of it from
government itself.”

Kempton then proceeds to
list a number of specific in-
stances taken from both
fields, such as failure to pro-
mote qualified Negroes at the
Charleston and Norfolk
Navy yards, listings of “For
Whites Only” on jobs offered
by the Maryland employ-
ment service, and similar
practices by large-scale gov-
ernment contractors like
Bendix Radio in Kansas
City, Caterpillar Tractor in
Peoria, Ill., etc.

ACTION NEEDED -

These are only the most
flagrant instances which
have come to attention. The
minority groups themselves
know all too well that al-
though employment prac-
tices have never gone back to

California campuses, Berkeley and
Los Angeles.

The two sections of the U. of C.
maintain ‘separate football teams
which each year play each other
with all the honor that befits pro-
fessional athletes, but on the ques-
tion of Shachtman's right to speak
the two schools got into the same
huddle. The resulting “fix” kept
Shachtman from speaking on cam-
pus. .

However, the wave of indigna-
tion which greeted this stupid and
totalitarian-type action in Berke-
ley also swept the LA campus and,
as a result, on the day following
the Case Hotel meeting, many stu-
dents who perhaps wouldn’t have
been interested in hearing Shacht-
man speak on campus walked
across the street from the school
to the YWCA cottage to listen to
Well over 50 students (most of

- Truman FEPC Near-Toothless —

the situation which prevailed
before the last war as far as
they are concerned, discrimi-
nation in hiring and promo-
tion is still more often the
rule than the exception in
most parts of the country.

The need for an FEPC
with real enforcement pow-
ers is still as great as it ever
was. And the government
agencies themselves are still
in need of a real clean-up of
prejudiced officials and prac-
tices. The advances which
have been made under the
economic pressures of the
last war and of the constant
struggle of the Negro people
and other minorities for
equality are in danger of be-
ing frozen at best, and of be-
ing frittered away at worst.

Whether or not the "com-
promise’ predicted by Stokes
and seemingly confirmed by
Truman's order will be
achieved at the expense of
the minority groups depends
to no small degree on their

Shachtman's Meetings in

them for the first time) heard
Shachtman deliver a smashing in-
dictment against the mentality of
the powers-that-be who, while re-
cruiting soldiers to fight in the war
“to extend.democracy throughout
the world,” are equally busy try-
ing to suppress democracy at home,

The socialist pointed out that in .

reality it was the students whose
rights were being assaulted, name-
ly the right to listen. This right
and that of free assembly and free
speech are inseparably entwined
and a blow at one is at once a blow
at the other.

WIDE SUPPORT

Especially courageous in the
events surrounding the Shachtman
banning were a number of stu-
dents who do not wholly agree
with the ISL, or perhaps not at all,
yvet volunteered and worked for
Shachtman’s right to speak.

own action, as well as en™
that of the labor movement.
If they continue to give as-
surances that they will con-
tinue loyally o support the
Democratic Party regardless .
of how cynically it sells them
out, there is every reason to
believe that even a real
FEPC will remain nothing
more than a wish. The Repub- .
lican Party, of course, offers .
nothing better.

Both the minority groups -
and the labor movement can
hope to assert their interests
only if they assert their po-
litical power. And this can
be done effectively only by
organizing and working in-
dependently of the two capi- -
talist parties, by forming a
political movement which di-
rectly represents their own
political and economic inter- -
ests. A labor party could ex-
pect strong support from the
one-tenth of the mnation
whose interests Truman is
flouting.

LA — —

Members of the Young People’s
Socialist League, the Fellowship of.
Reconciliation and other organiza-
tions helped in many ways. The
campus newspaper, the “Daily
Bruin,” featured the events in a
number of favorable articles, in- .
cluding a lengthy interview with
Shachtman. .Even the Stalinists
were pressured into coming out in
their “People’s World” in support
of this-issue, a complete reversal
of their previous policy.

The ISL chairman also met with
representatives of the American
Civil Liberties Union, who have
promised a vigorous fight on this
case and the indications now are
that they will try to take this case
into court and have a writ of man-
damus issued against the U. of C.
They hope that in the near future
Shachtman can return to Califor;:
nia and speak freely behind the
ivy-covered walls.

"Do Ye Hear the Children Weeping, 0 My Brothers?”

A Government Report on Children and Youth in the Wealthiest Country in the World

‘By RICHARD TROY

That the United States is now
in the midst of an era of great
relative prosperity.is an incon-
testable truth, especially in com-
parison with the continuing de-
pressed conditions of European
capitalism; in fact, this difference
is behind much of current politics.
But to let this truth becloud the
great inequalities which continue
to plague this nation is to be led
astray.

In this connection attention can
usefully be drawn to an attrac-
tively planned and colorful little
pamphlet issued by the govern-

ment on the status of America’s’

“Children and Youth,” in which
is presented, in clear and graphie
form, some of the findings of the
Mideentury White House Confer-
ence on Children and Youth. The
pamphlet, incidentally, contains
an introduction from one of the
few highly placed administrators
who still thinks about these
things, Oscar Ewing.

NO CAUSE TO CHEER

Much of the statistical material
which the pamphlet dramatizes,
though not unfamiliar, is worth
recalling if only as a reminder
that the struggle for a better and
more dignified life is not an effort
solely needed by poverty-ridden
Italians, Indians, Iranians, ete.,

but also something quite squarely
in our midst. ’

For example, there is the fa-
miliar and impressive figure for
the “average’ family income in
the United States in 1948: $3187.
But watch the statisticians break
it down somewhat: The average
income of Negro families in 1948
was $1768. Furthermore, the av-
erage income of families with six
or more children is only $2,488
while the average income of fami-
lies with two children is $3,334.
The problems of the proverbial
“average’ family shopper become
a little more complicated. Twenty-
five per cent of the children of the
United States, besides, live in
families whose total income is be-
low $2000. Or, put it another way,
6 per cent of the families in the
country (including those with no
children at all) must feed 50 per
cent of the nation’s children!

In 1948 one fhird of the nation's
families were living below what
the Department of Labor computed
to be an adequate standard. This
meant that one out of every two
children in urban areas had par-
ents whose income was not enough
to maintain them "adequately."”
Only 20 per cent of the farms in
the country have private baths and
flush toilets; and as many as 26
per cent of nonfarm homes are
WITHOUT private baths and flush _
foilets. Sixty-nine per cent of the

population live in dwellings occu-
pied by more than one person per
room.

Of course, if one contrasts
these figures with those of nearly
any other nation on earth one
finds America is incomparably
rich; but before we can sit back
and rel_ax, let us read some more.

CHILD MORTALITY

Despite the emphasis in press
and literature on psychological
explanations of juvenile delin-
quency as opposed to the “old”
sociological ones, it is still true,
for fnstance, that twenty times
as much delinquency is recorded
in slum areas of Chicago than in
the “good areas,”

TB mortality is 12 times as high;
pneumonia mortality four times as
high; infant mortality 22 times as
high; truancy 3 times as frequent.
And medical care? One imagines,
for example, that a rich state like
New York should be doing only
moderately well on this score, But
children in New York receive seven
times as much dental care (prob-
ably medical care too) than chii-
dren in the nation's most impover-

ished states.
" Our school system steadily mm-

proves, at least in quantity; to-
day’s generation is getting four
yvears more schooling than the
last. Yet only 53 per cent of our

youth of 16-17 years of age are
going full-time to school. Ounly
half of our five-year-olds are in
kindergarten; one out of every
five of high school age is not at
school. And the divorce rate! It
is up 50 per cent since 1940. (This
is also true of illegitimate babies,
incidentally, though there is no
visible connection.)

But it would be a mistake to
end our statistical sally without
one encouraging note: Americans
are eating less potatoes (by 42
per cent) than they did 40 years
ago! It is, of course, one excel-
lent index of prosperity (as is the -
29 per cent increase in per-capita
milk and 30 per cent increase in
per-capita egg consumption).

Yes, America is relatively pros-
perous—even if the level of pros-
perity is based on a war economy
and would fall with an “outbreak”
of real peace, and even if that
level of prosperity in one top-dog -
capitalist country is related to -
the poverty of the rest of th

g7
world. EA

. It is prosperous if we-compare ; :
“it.with the shambles that capital- .-

ism has made of the rest”of the -
globe. But America’s “prosperity
in one country” also bears Wwithin -,
it a dark future for the children
and youth who still have to grow .
up—even for those who grow up -
in families with “adequate” in-..
comes, ;
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