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Stalinism Has Been Defeated by Arms |
g |
L|bera| Party Bagks nem SIate | ButSecond Stage Opens over 38th Parallel— {
g 4 ; : |
L | | - | n
| But Ranks Uneasy over Deals S Plﬂll fOI' Kor (1} waﬂ t I
. ] (] :
By PETER WHITNEY Py PY PY |
The election campaign in New York is in full swing. Charges and ' '
counter-charges have already been hurled and, if nothing else, much ’s e s oc m s,a
interesting dirt promised to be uncovered during the campaign. :
The key positions involved are: for state governor—incumbent ;
Thomas E. Dewey against Democrats Walter Lynch; for senator— ‘e . - : '
incumbent Herbert H. Lehman vs. Republican Joe Hanley; and in By MAX SHAC'HTMAH ) Ans:.?;: ftiirllz; iah;?eav:;:se{;arseor;rgllryh&;asi?smlgii;l;ss
a special election for mayor—Democrat’ Ferdinand Pecora against The war in Korea has entered its second stage, as and that while the erossing of the 38th arallei
Republican Edward Corsi, with Acting Mayor Vincent Impellitteri is obvious. What is not so obvious is that the mew . = " ot 5o 4 monstri{;)sity that im e}:i}s the
also in the running although without the blessings of his Democratic ~stage is far from the last one. security and peace of Korea and the wgrld as a
Party. It is interesting to see how the change in the ol "its crossing from the South is natural
The three major Democratic candidates have also been endorsed by stage of the war is recognized by the two powers propel" and essential, and indispensable to wiping’
the Liberal Party, and this endorsement is a faithful reflection of the- who are responsible for the war and in whose it out altogether :
position of the leadership of that party: support Fair Deal Democrats jinterests the war has been fought from the very 3 : i ki
wherever possible. They remain firmly wedded to the Democratic Party, start, namely, the United States and Russia.  The New York TIT}TS nm; finds that the divi-
despite rumblings in the ranks against this policy and despite the con- r ; 2 : i sion was never anything but a “monstrosity”
tradictions of their position. K::e};enb;hesZ‘;?irn]:egr?lgr‘i‘olrtgt::se !i?;vai‘;ilgnlgirg? “til; which f‘was always purely artificial, it was never
% . The Liberal Party leaders con- Democratic Party to take our caught the puppet regime of Syngman Rhee by L'er?;}tizmlggti?;sthi dﬁ(;}i;el?igsngi)%rgsei;esngzzdbﬁcths
¢~ tinue to use the strength and sup- man as well as to profess our surprise that was shared by its patron, the United : e TECOd )

port of their substantial trade-
union base in behalf of a Demo-
cratic Party which they have de-
seribed as “poisoned” by the
Southern racist group, and in the
North, largely dominated by cor-
rupt power-hungry machines.”
David Dubinsky of the Ladies
Garment Workers Union and
Alex Rose of the Hatters Union
are no doubt intimately acquaint-
ed with the corrupt power-hun-
gry machine of Tammany. Hall,
since their endorsements in this
election were arrived at after
long conferences with said ma-
chine.

REVERSE ON TAMMANY

Just last year the Liberal Par-
ty carried on a slash-bang cam-
paign against corruption, graft,
eangsterism, racketeering, and
general evil generated by the
New York Democratic mob with
their front, William O'Dwyer.
The Liberals backed Republican

principles.”

What reason or use will there
be for a Liberal Party if it can
so reform the Democratic Party
as to profess (no less!) the Lib-
eral principles — “a bold con-
structive program that thorough-
Iy meets the needs of the people”?
And how can the Liberal Party

justify its organizational inde-

pendence when it calls upon the
(Turn to last page)
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States government. The latter’s representatives in
the United Nations, supported by all their allies,
professed horror over the invasion in the most
indignant terms and called upon both sides to cease

fire and to re-establish as sacrosanct the division

of the country at the 38th parallel which Stalin
and Roosevelt had so arbitrarily used to cut that
unfortunate land in two.

The cease-fire request was addressed, of course,
to the North Korean Stalinists who were so ef-
fectively enforcing their own cease-fire order upon
Rhee’s fleeing forces. The Russians, to whom the
appeal was really addressed, turned a deaf ear to
it. Being self-styled diplomats of the highest moral
purpose and principle, they saw no reason to in-
struct their puppets to stop firing bullets which
were so effectively reaching their target, or to re-
member that the 38th parallel was a line they had
established and which was not to be crossed.

Now the fortunes of war have changed. Vyshin-
sky suddenly recalls that not only is there nothing
wrong with a cease-fire order but that it is, in fact,
an excellent way of bringing peace to Korea. And
that, likewise, the 38th parallel is so excellent a
line of demarcation between the two sides that they
should each retire to their respective positions be-

Which shows how high moral purpose is sustained
by a supple memory. We were led to believe by the
United Nations’ reports in’ the New York Times
of only three months ago that, under the leader-
ship of Austin, the UN not only “recognized” the
division but called upon the Stalinists to continue
recognizing it as a guarantee of peace in Korea.
Either the reports of the UN Sessions in the New
York Times were falsified through and through, or
else its editors suffer from the familiar disease of
political amnesia.

RUSSIA LOST—U. S. GAINED NOTHING

Much more important, however, is the other re-
speet in which the United $tates is showing its rec-
cgnition of the second stage in the war.

Rhee’s troops are already well into Stalinist
territory. But not the American forces. And unless
Rhee’s divisions start taking the same humiliating
beating from the Stalinist army that they took
when the war started, it is not likely that Ameri-
can forces, at least of any size, will be sent across
the 38th parallel. Why not? Certainly not becguse
it runs against the grain of American foreign
policy to send its armed forces into foreign coun-
tries, for it is in foreign countries all over the

: Newbold Morris who pledged to vote hind it in order to bring about peace, His bullets are world, and notably in South Korea, that the bulk
f. himself to clean up the Augean “\ : ,  hot so effective now as are the American. {Turn to last page)
stables. But Morris didn't win;
s0 a year later the Liberals find -
themselves in the strange posi- .
tion of bedfellow with the very- u » ’ - .
foreces they howled against last n e Irror o a In s ar Iamen ‘
year. L O B
Of course, the Liberals try to = e .
palm off their candidates as gens. | An Analysis of the Composition of Moscow's Supreme Council: the Bureaucracy Rules
ine, honest-fo-the-core progres- . ,
sives whose heart and soul belong :
to the labor movement. What then By Vs, FELIX g & .
are they doing in a party poisoned On June 12 of this year, the first session of the newly elected Depu'l'les to ‘I'he Supreme C_ouncd
by racism and dominated by cor- S_upreme Council of the USSR met in a magnificent hall of the Krem- (SOCiﬂl Composifion) i
rupt machines? And as one dele- lin. .
gate neatly put it at the state In that hall hangs a mirror half as wide as the wall itself. During Deputies No. %
convention of the Liberal Party: the history of the Kremlin that mirror Has seen a great many faces, Politburo & Central Comm. members of
Can a candidate acceptable to faces of the powerful inhabitants of the Kremlin: the czars and Communist Parties ...
the five county bosses of New noblemen, the landowners and industrial magnates, the generals and Members of government; ministers ...
York. be the right candidate for clergymen. Then the years of the great October Revolution passed Party committee secretaries ..o,
us? How <an’'we attack Tammany Dby like a storm. The power of the reactionary Kremlin was destroyed Secret police top officials (MVD & MGB) ..
Hall oné year and support it the by the glorious proletarian revolution. The years of reaction came Army (generals & top officers) ...
next? on. ... ' State administrative apparatus ...
The rationalization offered by And whom does the Kremlin's mirror see in the Hall of Power today? Managers of industrial enterprises ...
the party leaders is that they The general election to the Supreme Council took place on March Top officials of trade UNIONS ..occvvvcvvecrcncisccnriiniinine.. 24 1.8
“compelled” the Demacratic Par- 12, 1950. We are not at all interested in the process of election itslf, Intelligentsia (scientists, writers, teachers, &c.).... 224 17.0
ty to take the Liberal Party’s that is, how it was put over. Surely, the nature of Stalinist “demoe- Presidents of collective farms ......ccocciiviiniinnenisnnnnns 130 10.3
o * choices. State Chairman Adolph racy” is known all over the world. We will mention only that accord- Brigadiers of collective farms .. e 16 1.2
A. Berle tried to answer the ob- ing to Pravda 300,000 votes were cast against the Stalin party list Ordinary collective farmers ............. 1 0.4
jections raised at the Young Lib- but the rest—99.99 per cent—were for it. That is only a bluff, as Brigadiers of industrial enterprises .. weee 16 5.8
erals’ convention by stating: usual : Ordinary. WOorKers ... 80 6.5
“This year was the time to make For instance, Pravda never mentioned that, in the 1946 election in POTAL cisunaismeiisareisnsis 1018 100 1
our weight felt by compelling the (Continued on page 7} z
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 Will UAW Stand Up Against Trend in Labor | _Political Changes Loom in Israe| ===

convictions?

As might be expected, the same
winds begin to blow through the
_unions, poisoning the already en-
feebled structure of union democ-
racy. Shall @ man have the right
to express his political convic-
tions without fear of being fired
from his job or expelled, from his
union? The most elementary ‘dic-
tates of democratic procedures,
the. most basic principles -of free
discussion, would give us a speedy
reply. Not many years ago, any
_union militant would answer un-
hesitatingly in defense of such
fundamental liberties.

Now, however, anyone can
hack away at civil liberties so
long as he inveighs against
“spies” and “saboteurs.” It be-
comes legitimate to stop the eéx-

al life, have had an impact upon
the UAW.

The General Counecil of the big
Ford Local - 600 has recentiy
voted to compel all elected local
officials, minor and major, to re-
sign their offices or to sign state-
ments patterned after the Taft-
Hartley affidavits, vepudiating
membership in or sympathy for
the Communist Party. A group
of non-signers are now up on
charges in the local and face re-
moval from office.

For more than ten vears, the
UAW constitution has contained
provisions barring members of
the CP from holding office: but
up to now they have never been
enforced or applied. In the long
bitter fight with the Stalinist-

principle. In the same way, the
Taft-Hartley Law penalizes John
L. Lewis, a non-signer, as well
as known CPers.

In several incidents in varicus
parts of the country, members of
thé UAW have thrown out of the
plant workers who were accused
of "communist" activity. The top
union léadership has carried on «
campaign against such “lynch
law.”" But it is not quite clear
whether it is disturbed more by
the undemocratic nature of these
actions or by their unruly, uncon-
trolled character.

“People who disregard the le-
gal rights, even of Communists,
and who resort to lynch law, may
be anti-Communist but they are
not on the side the UAW is com-
mitted to,” writes Ammaunition,

point out that it flows from an
acceptance of an omnipresent
secret: police and at the same
time exprésses a utopian faith in
the fairness of an uncontrolled
and uncontrollable group of un-
dercover agents.

FLINT CASE

In Flint, 2 man accused of be-
ing a CPer was actually thrown
off his job by UAW members of
Local 599. The officers of the lo-
cal and of the international in-
terceded and did their best to
convince the men responsible for
the act that they were wrone.
Don’t take the law into your own
hands, said these -officers, utilize
the regular grievance procedures
of the UAW. In praising the ac-
tions of the UAW representa-

599 has adopted a resolution for
presentation to the next UAW
convention providing for the “‘ex-
pulsion of any person known to

be active in a subversive moves

ment or found guilty of advocat-
ing, aiding or abetting in activi-
ties detrimental to the welfare of
cur country or our union.” This
sad piece of political stupidity is
before the union. And even if it
were not placed on the agenda by
Local 599, others would do so.
The Association of Catholic Trade
Unionists, and its paper the
Wage Earner, is casting about
to float new ventures inside the
UAW.

Yes, it may be difficult; it may
prove to be unpopular in some
circles. All the more reason to
begin a hard-hitting educational

bourgeois parties which are in the government coalition
with the Mapai. The impossibility of a free economy in a
country where imports exceed exports by the ratio of eight
to one does not bother the bourgeoisie. Free trade would
enable them to raise prices and reap enormous profits.

The American Jewish bourgeoisie has joined the fight, A
large minority led by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver is pressing
for a resolution by the American Zionist Organization de-
manding that the Israeli government change its present eco-
nomic policy. '

Most writers believe that if an election were held now
the conservative General Zionists in Israel would come out
greatly strengthened. There is, however, no evidence to
support this belief. All by-elections have returned the same
proportions as the previous national election.

Concessions to Capital
« What seems more logical to this writer is that the re-

cluded by their reformism and their support of the imperial-
ist war. The Independent Labor Party of England is disin-
tegrating. The so-called {left-wing” socialist parties like
Nenni’s in Italy are not independent ideological tendencies
but anterooms to Stalinism. The Trotskyists hardly exist,
Riftin adds. Therefore, he concludes, Mapam must become
a “communist”—i.e., Stalinist—party.

While he points to the crimes of the social-democrats, he
completely ignores any crimes of the Stalinists and above
all completely ignores the crucial question that if there is no
anti-war Third Camp now there is a need to create one.
Surely a “pioneer” cannot ignore such a vital point!

The Hashomer Hatzair, with its separate organization
and tight discipline, is in a position ‘to dominate the Mapam,
since it casts a solid vote despite any differences within its
own ranks.

< The extreme policy of extreme pro-Stalinism has caused

[

P o
X ’ e | ’ talinists Meet
’ ? i | i for G ions, Split Possible in the M Stall
: v
() Import (ommumst urye into Unions Businessmen Press for Goncessions, oplit Possible in the Mapam A Sethack
: : ' ) By AL FINDLEY the unprincipled poliﬁc_ian Moshe Zveh, the f_orr_ner head of
By BEN HALL question of Stalinism by applica- it says in another place: “Where was correct and in keeping with i . . L Haganah. On all questions from Korea to Titoism and the ” oca
! i isions, iti the establishment of the state of -
The recently enseted McCarran: bill vajses vital questions sbout tion of these formal provisions. you are really concerned about the best traditions of trade- For the ﬁrs1.: time since the establishm L state Stockholm "peace” petition, Mapam has taken a 100 per o
" the d:;eni(é.of.?()litical liberties. The labor movement sad & rolate, Soc. S Droposs) womid have someds yon honenfly Lelieve to umommln L o Israel, the Jewish bourgeoisie has begun a serious political cent Stalinist line. It has made its Stalinist foreign policy By JOE HAUSER
E R S A A " helped the CP rally support and be a Communist, it's not vour unpopular.’ . e o ¢ wer. : =% b %
Juyoavetullyavoided any disonsiion.of 49 zoia-of ith Mengl Trictifls san:pathy. I onteammeled dis- job to take the law into your own . That it was unpepular, is un- offctistye With t};:e hope oi;:hge}lnlng dgc;:ergg}g:t&:epohoe o to the main and decisive issue of policy. It turned down entry 1. g iinii controlied admin-
in putting gver the new law or in suggesting "“lltﬁltlf,’?sfafld Su,bs?{ cussion, without overhanging hands. In that case, notify the doubtedly true. Nevertheless, the ; A8 sleppingetones On: elrf o P t yh_ hp as into either a coalition cabinet or into a Mapai-Mapam gov- s ation of Fisher Body Local 45,
faions. Us;silgnes i thlls-reapc?t ho I-En(.lefsﬁan{ rate colh » Non thredts of expulsion, the Stalin- FBL The FBI knows better than UYAW officers have not yet taken = use the economic difficulties of a poor country, which w ernment primarily on the ground that Mapai would not go  United Auto Workers (CIO), re-
]1]a1-dly be posmé)}ie to ex}p ehm tou !;eail :Ifztl)'tii::?:')c:jesie?:(t}iosﬁpf:ith?jl:t ists went down to smashing de- you what to do.” a clear stand. They rest their case never self-suflicient even befort_e partition and whose econ- along with support of "peace moves of the Soviet Union."” ceived one of its rare defeats last
£en _annou_x:nc.e.‘ $AERAL A _cal.p = By "2 b feat. But if a worker is “guilty” 'not on the right of a union member omy is now carrying the additional burdens of large-scale . . . week.
plrilang & J6ksitg Hiote: I the-interoela, of. cleching s Demostatie Lon- only of his CP views, why should #o voice his political views, even i 3 ti disproportionately large burden of arma- The leaders of Hashomer Hatzair have been turning AS reported previously, there
gres%‘;]n }9{)0 A gféllﬂer?te é)es‘l';si;(:i f?ﬁfzth;lssmﬁglifoihie';:girﬁ‘i and THECRE NOT CLEAR he be singled out for FBI inves+ i a CPer, but on his right fo a mﬁ;gljléo?é }?am greél by the cutting of normal trade be- more and more toward Stalinism ideologically in additjon was quite a stir in the local over
called ff)raamlgl-::iderl]ltial.ve]?; but ignored its basic, reactionary con- The action of the Local 600 tigation? Ammunition gives am- frial under the union procedures. tw “'ndustrial’?lsrael and the surrounding Arab Pales- t0 supporting Russian foreign policy. In a May Day article the issue of freedom of the press,
o ins it sho Uh s of e ne Tcilatin,  Copncl 2o fr beyond the s unidon s those who soult i The rspanlis A oy fpen ™ * sl 17¢ g D, " KO S on e Mopuh g i P ol ot
rejecting details while accepting main features, fussing about flecks e 5 ATIEeWORSEDS TOT ORI, e g | ; - s . to become a “communist party.” He goes the whole hog an ry, ir g POANSE
ar{]d Spois while overlooking spreading stains on democracy. provision which applied _cmly to Those who think we are being the wcfimlud_ workerls depart- A few weeks ago_ th(? Mlm’btry of Suppl.y introduced ra- - stifles eveit the el of Iglemocracy ‘?n the Stalinist parties. 1_115 ai*t]c!e_ on the Korean®situation
The crux of the matter is: ) _ :t"'el?hmlis !f\)'f the Cﬁnln;lnl.sit Pifl‘- harsh may say: “After all, Am- :‘_e'l"' "‘:} ":":"'9 so high that a tioning of clothing in line with the Mapai’ (Labor Party) J f ; ol in the un}lﬂon ps;:l::t»:r.t the lfiy:, Openti-
Shall men be penalized for their  gyanding place in American public |f,.tidim“,}Hmfi)c'mn;;e ﬂ:,;_ ]:;’?; '_’“’”“if”f_* t.‘s D'}?’ ti“gge“m-"y:ﬂa“ E:,';: T:f':q, :,.::: ::,?sm:e::::u::.' policy of austerii_:y. The bourgeoisie met this by declarlpg Hashomer Goes Whole Ho g E‘;ar;”dmeger,e?zfi;}n"g 1131 p;‘i’; :
political affiliations? Shall . ttljte_\-' life just because it represents @  (Communists and CP sympathiz.- l(}w_l(;::?“i%;i;snimt noteamsazR)OEZHf mains that the UAW has no? yet a nation-wide strike of shopkeepers. In the Knesset (parlia- 3 P it. Foster took his fight to the ex-
?:m };ergg;l ‘lii‘t?(’lof‘:ncf:::itlltz\l' 1?;‘1. clean, democratic, and militant cyc byt also a militant who re- the FBI will only wateh him but €XPressed itself clearly on the ment) the demand was raised by all bourgeois groups for The rationale for Mapam_ S neefi to become a CoMMU-  ecytive board of the local, much
ceiminal site but a8 dissidents p——— 1;:: ll"'qsf':'::: :‘;’;:'"::“‘::: fuses to sign such affidavits be- it won't have him fired.” We need ~Whole question. the lifting of controls and a return to “free enterprise” by nist party” is as follows. Stalinism is now the only force for to the embartassment of the Stal-
“guilty” of expressing political humingvi'n ever: cotner of AnHion:  pring he finds them abhorrent on  comment on this objection only to The Executive Board of Local Ao all bourgeois groups from the Heruth (Irgun) Party to the socialism, according to Riftin. The social-democrats are ex- inists, and received the backing

of a large majority there, includ-
ing most of the CP followers.

At the same board meeting, a
policy committee consisting of the
officers and a few board members
was set up for the paper. Also a
motion was passed continuing Fen-
ster as editor, with Foster making

“this motion.

It was rather surprising, there-
fore, to find at a membership meet-
ing about ten days later that Fos-
ter brought in a motion to reject

- that part of the board minutes

continuing Fenster as editor, there-
by completely reversing his posi-
tion on this matter. His reason for
this change was Fenster’s stalling
arvound on printing the next issue
which was to contain the disputed
Foster article,

e = : N 2 - ; g : 2 : T . In presenting this motion, Fos-
pression of opinions because it is ues coalition from 1945 to the official magazine of the union. tives, the Weekly Review of the program inside the UAW on the ligious bloc would gain, primarily as a result of the large friction with the other 1mp0rtant section of Mapam, the % brought up the general
illegal to fiirow bombs, One man 1947, _ne:ther Reuther nor his  This would seem like a clear de- Flint CIO Council says that “The real meaning of democratic influx of redominantly religious Jews from Asia and Af- Achduth Avodah. The latter’s leaders include IS]E'B.E] Ga?hlee, narrow factional manner in which
or group of men can be penalized grouping proposed to settle the fense of the rights of CPers. But stand taken by the UAW officials rights. : b former commander of Palmach, and Tobenkin, ideologist of Tenster used his vosttion ‘as-eittor;

for what they say in public be-
cause it is illegal for other men
to,copy confidential documents in
gecret. The public is to be enlist-
ed in a wide-campaign to unmask
gripers, who might be commu-
nists, who might be Communist
Party members, who might be
spies.

BUREAUCRATIC METHOD

TEN FAIR DEAL SENATORS TALK ABOUT

"There’s No Balm in

By MARY BELL

ped. in espionage, terror, police

CHANGING McCARRAN BILL

the Liberal Gilead"”

the new SACB. No sir, the brain-

determination of a “Communist-

rica. The question still remains whether the religious labor
parties or the religious bourgeois parties would get these
new votes. :

The Mapai, which controls the government and which
has grown substantially—it now has 70,000 members—is
meeting the “threat” in a number of ways.

On the economic side it has made sizable concessions to
capital. It passed a law giving many privileges to foreign
capital and it has promised to modify the rationing program

the Kibbutz (collective) movement. While Achduth Avodah
goes along with support of Russia, they object to the em-
phasis placed on foreign policy. They place their emphasis
on domestic issues. They put greater emphasis on the Zion-
ist aspect of their ideology and support entry into a Mapai-
Mapam government if given concessions on internal issues.

The Jewish press has been talking about the possibilities
of a split in Mapam. In the Kibbutzim (collectives), Mapai

a condition which has existed for
many years previous to this. After
almost two and a half hours of
debate the vote was taken. 65 to
40, to remove Fenster as editor:
and another motion was passed
for the policy committee to select
'a temporary editor.

Actuglly, the anti-Stalinists re-
ceived only a moral victory on the

. i iti i i = issue of th ning of th R
In such an atmosphere, the un- . Congress is adjourned, the fresh- measures and all kinds of legal and  trusters of the new law considered action” or “Communist-front” to meet some of the demands of the merchants. It has adopt- and Mapam “r_e e“g“?‘ed in P:I'hcu:’ d'sc"s:;_o“s L“*e‘yiﬂ:e for so Iongeaglirtllelgresent :dﬁ?iﬂ?g-
jons take up the “Communist €fs of campaign oratory herald the illegal procedures, to handle what- that list subject to attack on the group, the following is typical: ed the line of proposing plans for the increased production component units of Mapam have been voting separately = ** U ser e San. ba

problem.” Lest we have not made
it clear enough, we repeat: We

are not discussing the fate of

spies, saboteurs, secret agents or
any of the real or Hollywood-
manufactured cloak-and-dagger
charaecters in the paid or unpaid
service of espionage bureaus. We
are discussing the rights of those
thousands of workers who have
been deluded into following the

Communist Party and of those.

tens of thousands of others who
ave honestly, though mistakenly.
sympathetic to the expressed
aims of the Communist Party as
they themselves interpret and un-
derstand them.

Bureaueratic officials in many
unions have “settled” this ques-
tion a long time ago. Their most
humdram, normal procedures
provide - for the expulsion of all
critics, the ramming of a gag

election-year flood and the crimi-
nal division of the Attorney Gen-
eval’s office is hiring the most loyal
of the loyal to put into effect the
bill which is the heritage of the
81st—the “Communist-control bill.”
Ten Democrats, those who up-
held the president’s veto, serve no-
tice that they will urge repeal or
drastic amendment of the control
bill when Congress returns in “the
calmer, post-eleetion atmosphere.”
They couple this statement with a
vigorous warning that in oppesing
ihe bill, “loyal and liberal-minded
Americans” should not help Com-
munists or Communist organiza-
tions “in their hypocritical attacks”
on the law., They hint at a “posi-
tive, effective security program” if
the law is not repealed.
= We need not be comforted. There
is no balm in the liberal Gilead.
These are the Humphreys, Doug-

ever threat might arise,

But far from content with leav-
ing “well enough™ (which was ill
enough) alone and far from even
guestioning the authoritarian and
unappealable attorney generals
list, the liberals fell in with and
contributed to the general hysteria
on this question. They demonstrat-
ed that they could play the game
of me-tooism. too.

It is this same liberal wing
which betrays such concern about
a “progressive” foreign policy,
about combating Stalinist propa-
ganda on the international scene
with something more than armed
foree, voting funds for the “Voice
of America.” mobilizing a “Truth”
campaign, ete. They would like to
demonstrate to the slaves of Rus-
sian-dominated nations that the
United States is by comparison a
democratic  country. How? By

grounds of—infringement of civil
liberties! The attorney general's
list. requested by Truman, was
compiled from data furnished by
the FBI which, arbitrarily and
without appeal. labeled organiza-
tions, now about 150 in number,
as “subversive.” The gentlemen of
the 81st Congress knew this pro-
cedure was criticized as being a
violation of free speech and consti-
tutional rights, even though the
lewer courts have thus far held up
this right.

But this new law, vetoed by the
president for its infringement of
civil rights among other more
practical considerations, provides
for appeal. That right is to be re-
spected in the administration "of
the registration of “Communist”
and “Communist front” organiza-
tions. The attorney general must
take his FBI data to the president's

“(2) The extent to which its views
and policies do not deviate from
those of such fereign . govern-
ment. . . ."”

Thus, on the surface and so far
as the letter of the law is con-
cerned, it would exclude indepen-
dent radical and socialist organi-
zations such as the Independent
Socialist League and others that
are now on the attorney general's
“subversive list.” 4

Despite our passionate, long and
principled opposition to any form
of Stalinism. and our considered
definition of it as a new totali-
tarian formation. we can draw
little satisfaction from the fact
that the present law concentrates
exclusively on it. This is not the
way to fight Stalinism. It is a
diminution of civil rights. It sig-
nifies a totalitarian trend within

and productivity of labor and it lays the blame for lack of
progress on ‘“sabotage” by the manufacturers.

Politically the Mapai is hoping for two things.

It is attempting to unify the Israeli trade-union move-
ment by detaching the religious labor groups from the bour-
geoisie and getting these groups to join the Histadruth (fhe
General Federation of Jewish Labor in Israel).

The largest single religious trade-union group and Zion-
ist political party is the Hapoel Hamizrochi. The “Lamis-
neh” faction of Hapoel Hamizrochi favors entry into the

Histadruth and is on the road to a majority in that organi- .

zation. One union, the teachers’ union of the Hapoel Hamiz-
rochi, has already voted to unite with the Histadruth or-
ganization of teachers.

The Hapoel Hamizrochi has succeeded in forming a
united organization with the non-Zionist religious labor or-
ganization, the Poale Agudath Israel. If the Hapoel Hamiz-
rochi breaks away from its bourgeois mentors and joins the
Histadruth, it will probably carry the Poale Agudath Israel

within the Histadruth, the Hashomer Hatzair supporting CP
motions and the rest of Mapam abstaining. According to one
report, the latter abstained even on the Stockholm "peace"
petition, crucial as it is to the Stalinoids.

The "Neutrality"” Question.
Nobody can say whether or not the split will finally take

‘place, If it does, there will be considerable realignment—

ideological, party and governmental—in Israel. While there
is no immediate hope for the emergence of a real Third
Camp position, opposed both to Western capitalism and to
Russian imperialism, the event would surely strengthen
the advocates of “neutrality.”

+  All parties in Israel are officially in favor of neutrality
in the struggle between the Western and Russian blocs.
Mapam and the Stern group have twisted neutrality to mean
support of Russia and its satellites, which, they claim, is not
a “bloc” but leaders of a progressive movement. The bour-
geois parties do the same for the Western bloc. The govern-

no great change in editorial policy.
Perhaps the most important result
will be that the Stalinists may
force Foster out of their more-on-
than-off collaboration. On several
occasions previously Foster had
split with the party-liners over
specific issues, but he always made
his peace with them later. This
time the CP may not be so for-
giving, and while Foster may not
be the ideal type of union leader,
he certainly would be a help to
the present almost leaderless oppo-
sition.
L ]
UMW STRIKE

The strike of the United Mine
Workers Local 12231 (District 50)
against the Diamond Alkali Com-
pany in Fairport, was ended after
67 days, with the union winning 10
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elections and phony meetings are
the answer to all the ordinary
problems of day-to-day internal
union life. Some, like Joe Curran
of the National Maritime Union,
are quite skillful at this sort.of
thing, having practiced it during
long years of cooperation with
the Communist Party.
Naturally, in such unions there
is no question of “how to deal
with communists.”” In disposing
of the problem, the bureauerat
disposes of the rights of his mem-
bership. Inside the union he con-
tinues a cozy existence undis-
turbed by nageging critical voices.
Outside the union the Communist
Party is able to pose as the vie-
timized champion of democracy.
But other unions have a long,
splendid democratic  tradition,
chief among them the United Au-
tomobile Workers (C10) which
has won its respected and out-

scheme to counter the MceCarran
registration proposal. then voted
for the combined legislation. the
compromise bill containing deten-
tien-registration. Only after Tru-
man’s hasty veto which permitted
a straining Congress to leave for
ite fall electioneering campaign.
did most of these liberal gentle-
men vote nay.

ME-TOOISM

It was not even as though the
country hadn’t had any procedure
for the handling of “subversives.”
Truman could rest confident, as
could Humphrey-Douglas-Kilgore.
in the application of the attorney
general's list, compiled at Tru-
man’s own behest when he began
his “loyalty” program which ush-
ered in the current hysteria in

“1947. They could rest confident that

the government's security police,
the FBIL were all too well equip-

MORE COPS NEEDED

- What better ammunition can the
Agit-Prop department of the Polit-
bureau devise to combat liberal
pretensions than the facts of the
Communist-control bill?

Two new letter boards are to be
staffed, the Subversive Activities
Control Board—five men; and the
Detention Review Board — nine
men., The first will concern itself
with “Communist and Communist
Party front registration”; the sec-
ond will rule on detention camps
under  “the concentration-camp
{says the October 1 New York
Times without batting an eye) pro-

visions of the law.” The attorney.

general foresees a new division in
the criminal department which
will ereate “hundreds” of new jobs.

An ironic sidelight on the new
legislation is the fact that the at-
torney general's list won't do for

will then be held before the board
or a board examiner at which the
defendant may appear wifh coun-
sel who can cross-examine the
government’s witnesses. Then a
finding of subversive may be taken
to the Court of Appeals in thé Dis-
trict of Columbia and eventually
1o the Supreme Court. Only after
the high court has ruled in favor
of the government can the defend-
ant be compelled to obey the law
or face criminal prosecution,

TERMS OF BILL

Yes, constitutional procedures
and safeguards can and are to be
chserved—to bring about what
Truman described as “thought con-
trol™!

Thus far, the sections of the law
made public which define “subver-
sives” would apply only to genu-
inely Stalinist organizations.
Among the many criteria for the

same measure and methods will be
found effective against other, non-
Stalinist opponents of the govern-
nent,
lew ebb of the Communist Party
in the United States. the action re-
sembles the use of a tank to crush
@ mouse,

Whatever the difficulties in ap-
plying the law, however 'drawn-out
the legislative battles, whatever
reversal the liberals try to effect
in-a “calmer” period if such we
can envisage, the damage has
been done, It can only be overcome
by the outright repeal of the meas-
ure and the lifting of the attorney
generval’s list as well.

- \
Get your L.A. every week!

Subscribe at $2 a year!

N s .

And especially, given the -

the specific weight of the Mapam (pro-Stalinist labor group)
within the Histadruth.

Mapam Divided on Stalinism

The Mapai also hopes for the expected split in the pro-
Stalinist Mapam. The Mapam—whose name means United
Labor Party—was originally formed by the unification of
three groups: the Hashomer Hatzair, the Left Poale Zion
and the Achduth Avodah, a left-wing splitoff from the
Mapai. These were later joined by a fourth group, the ex-
pelled Preminger wing of the Communist Party.

Mapam has not been experiencing the growth it expected
as a result of the burdens of the austerity program and the
miseries of the new immigrants. It has suffered as a result
of the anti-Zionist and anti-Jewish policies of Russia and
the satellite countries. Mapam seems, however, to have held
its own and has even won some elections within the Histad-
ruth.

For the past year the Mapam has been driven more and
more down the road to Stalinism. The lead in this drive has

-been the Israeli leadership of Hashomer Hatzair, aided by

On Korea the Israeli government—Ilike Nehru, also an
advocate of “neutrality”—supported the U. S. Like Nehru
also, the Israeli government then proclaimed that its policy
was not one of “neutrality” but of independence from prior
commitment to either bloc. Israeli is free to act, said the
government, with one bloc on one occasion and with the
other bloc on the other occasion, depending on the merits
of the issue.

The decision to support the U. S. in Korea was so unpopu-
lar at first with the rank and file even of Mapai that a
spokesman issued the ridiculous statement that the Russians
would not be offended but would understand that Israel had
to act the way it did. But later the Mapai leaders came out
strongly for the pro-U. S. turn and carried on a long cam-
paign for their policy.

The fact that the Arab states did not go along with the
U. S. gave their policy the aura of a “smart move” to obtain
arms and economic aid from the U. S. These two factors
seem to have obtained a limited if reluctant support to the
government policy of supporting the U. S. on Korea.

1952; in a three-year contract. Also
included were the cost-of-living
honus clause, increased hospitali-
zation and insurance benefits, and
added holiday and vacation privi-
leges. Pension plan will be at $110,
including social security.

Several weeks ago the strike
was completely stalemated when
two AFL unions challenged the
UMW as bargaining representa-
tive. The NLRB conducted an elec-
tion, with the UMW off the ballot
due to its non-compliance with
the Taft-Hartley Law. The results
were AFL Chemical Workers 546,
AFL Teamsters 50, and “no union”
1565. The UMW had asked its
miembers to vote “no union.” With
this election out of the way. Local
12231 was able to push the stiike
to its conclusion. While- not all its
demands were won, the union can
ke satisfied that it won substantial
improvements despite difficult cir-
cumstances.
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The |
ISL Program

in Brief
<The ‘Independent Socialist League
stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of exploita-

tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. I must
be abolished and replaced by a new
sociahsystem, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. Its
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today -at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp

of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized to spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and ameng all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
struggle to better the. people’s lot now
—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil Iiber_fies
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are insepurnt!h.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Gef

acquainted

with the
Independent ‘
Socialist League—

4 Courf Square
Long Island City 1
‘New York

O I want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL.
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THE LYL CASE AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

By ROBERT LAWRENCE

The U. S.-Russian imperialist conflict in Korea is hav-
ing important ramifications on college campuses throughout
the country. The drive for unanimity of viewpoint is being
accelerated, and consequently the right of student groups
to present views divergent from those of State Department
officialdom is being destroyed.

The arbifrary suspension of the Labor Youth League of Brooklyn
College by F. W. Maroney, dean of students, is the latest chapter in
the series of case studies in “campus hysteria.” The LYL is the eur-
rent vouth adjunct of the Communist Party.

On June 14, 1950, at the close of the spring semester the Labor
Youth League was approved by the Student Governing Council and
the Faculty-Student Committee on Student Activities at the school.
In accordance with the constitution of the college the LYL was recog-
nized as a legitimate campus organization. '

However, before the commencement of the current term, i.e., before
the LYL had held a single meeting on the Brooklyn College campus, it
was arbitrarily suspended by the dean of students—"in view of the
United Nations’ war in Korea and the world situation in general.”” The
dean, in the anti-democratic fashion of many contemporary "liberals,"
vetoed the June 14 ruling of the committees responsible for recognizing
campus clubs.

In establishing the criterion of conformity as the basis for recog-
nition, the college administration has scrapped its former policy of
recognizing all Stalinist elubs that openly declare their relationship
to the Communist Party (a demand which was reactionary in the
first place). In its place it has established an even more authoritarian
rule.

In suspending the LYL from campus, the college administration
has not attempted to obscure the fact that this is only the beginning
of a campaign to suppress all groups eritical of U. S. imperialism.
Professor Herbert Stroup, chairman of the Faculty-Student Com-
mittee on Student Activities, in a statement issued to the college
newspaper, ,proclaimed that “he would ask the FSCSA, at its meet-
ing on October 2, to initiate a full-scale re-examination of the col-
lege’s poliey [toward college groups] . ..”

He blithely added: “the college’s stand will affect other groups as
well as the LYL.”

"This Is Not Russia, Dean Maroney"

The reaction of the unorganized student body to administration pol-
icy is, in general, good. Students with little or no political sophistica-
tion understand the anti-democratic nature of the Maroney action.

Among most organized political campus clubs, however, there is a
serious lack of capable leadership. It is to be hoped that the liberal
groups—>Students for Democratic Action, Young Liberals, Student
League for Industrial Democracy—will show what it takes to present
and sustain an opposition to administration policy. Moreover, the
Sidney Hook version of campus democracy is gaining adherents in
liberal ranks and campus; and although Hook’s thesis is, as yet,
accepted by only a few it will undoubtedly gain more disciples as the
world situation becomes more eritical.

Chief opposition to the suspension of the LYL comes from the
E. V. Debs Society on the campus. The Debs Society, which main-
tains a Third Camp position on the war, distributed a very effective
leaflet on the suspension, two days after the beginning of the semester.
The leaflet, entitled “This Is Not Russia, Dean Maroney,” pointed
up the unprincipled nature of the administration's action in utilizing
Stalinist techniques to combat Stalinism.

Presenting the positive view that “students have the right to
organize clubs to present their political views, however unpopular
these views may be,” the Debs Society assumed the leadership in
uniting non-Stalinist organizations and students in a coordinating
group which will fight the administration’s action. This coordinating
group hopes to invite a well-known speaker to the college to speak on
civil liberties on the national campus in conjunction with a student
rally against the suspension.

Although the perspective for revoking the administration policy
is not bright, the campaign can still be immensely fruitful in terms
of acquainting the student body with the necessary connection be-
tween increasing U. S.-Russian imperialist rivalry and the suppres-
sion of academic freedom on the college campus.

S

NOT IN THE HEADLINES . ..

A year's subscription o LABOR ACTION brings you a living socialist
analysis of news and views on labor, minority groups, national and
world politics—3$2 a year,

\ —

LABOR ACTION

Independent Socialist Weekly

- dpan

Yol. 14, No. 41 October 9, 1950

Published weekly by the Labor Action Publishing Company, 114
West 14 Street, New York City 11, N. Y. GENERAL EDITORIAL
AND BUSINESS OFFICES: 4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. Y. Telephone: IRonsides 6-5117.

Subscrlptiof: rate: $2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months, ($2.25 and
$1.15 for Canada and Foreign.) Re-entered as second-class matter
May 24, 1940, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act
of March 3, 1874,

Editor: HAL DRAPER
Assistant Editors: MARY BELL and L. G. SMITH
Business Manager: L. G. SMITH

Opinions and policies expressed in the course of signed articles
by contributors do mot necessarily represent the views of
Labor Action, which are given in editorial etatements.

LABOR ACTION ¢ -

HOW THEY PUT OVER THE FRANCO LOAN,
by W. V. Shannon and D. Cater (The Reporter,

August 293)

The “they” in the title points to Franco's am-
bassador-at-large in this country, Lequerica, and
his right-hand American, Charles P. Clark, or-
ganizers of the Franco lobby, and their retinue
of trained congressmen. Clark, it seems, decided
that the outbreak of the Korean war was Der
Tag—the time to strike for the long-prepared aim
of opening the Washington money bags to the
Spanish fascist dictator. He reckoned right.

Acheson and the State Department had al-
ready conceded half the battle. The authors re-
fer to “the vague position of the State Depart-
ment—a position which provided no bulwark,
moral or strategic, against which a senator might
brace himself, . . . Last April, Dean Acheson con-
ceded that economic aid to™Spain would not be
objectionable. . . . In contrast to the weakness of
the State Department’s position, the Department

of its own” in favor of the Franco bill.

This, write Shannon and Cater, was more im-
portant than the switches by individual senators,
but they report that Franco's man Clark regard-
ed as the “tyrning point” the pro-Franco-loan

of Defense has carried on a purposeful campaign_

0t to Right

G
chahge of ;;I'Leart by Senator Claude Pepper, the
“liberal.” 3

“Senatqﬁ. Claude Pepper of Florida, who has
stood many times in the spotlight at Madison
Square Garden to thunder lusty opposition to
Franco, voted for the amendment [the Franco
loan]. . . . First, as an advocate in the past of a
loan to Russia, he felt that he had to be consistent,
even though he disliked the Spanish govern-
ment equally. Second, he felt that the times were
now so serjous that ‘we can’t afford to be too
particular about our friends.

“One . prominent Democratic senator, who had
opposed aid to Franco in the past, looked up
wearily from his desk. ‘This isn't something were
proud of. We don't feel like sending up rockets
to tell the! people back home. But there isn't
much time’left and we've fumbled the ball on
two countsii We've got no answer lo the Com-
munist-inspired Stockholm “Peace” Appeal which
is gatherinq'millions of signatures, and we've got
no answer jto the Russian-trained troops which
are ready 10 sweep across the continent. I had
hoped we could wazit to get rid of that guy Franco
but there simply isn’t time. " -

A&af-wbjetz&ould be an epitaph on the grave
of libefalism. i

BRITISH ILP LEADER PRESENTS THE THIRP;CAMP POSITION

The following statement is by the national
chairman of England’s Independent Labor Puarty,
John MeNair, in The Socialist Leader of Septein-
bey 9.

.

By JOHN McNAIR

The news which we are receiving every day
from the Far East proves that the military oper-
ations which are taking place are of the utmost
gravity. It is because we are conscious of the
tragedy which is now being unrolled before our
eyes that we call once again on the workers of
Britain to examine the facts as they really are.

The working-elass movement of Europe and of
the world is, roughly speaking, divided between
capitalist America and Stalinist Russia. In this
country the majority of the working-class support
the United States as being the “lesser evil.”

It is a strange tragedy that the European work-
ing-class movement has gone through discomfiture
to defeat time after time during the last generation,
precisely because in both the two great wars it sup-
ported the "lesser evil."

Is it not quite clear that in the two world wars
the victory of the “lesser evil” did not lead either

" to peace or to working-class emancipation? We

have seen in our lifetime the growth of the forces
of oppression, the frustration of the genuine so-
cialist movement and the development of totali-
tarianism, and, in some cases, of sheer barbarism,
which was unkwnown to our fathers. This has been
the historic result of supporting the “lesser evil.”

A further point which is worthy of careful con-
sideration is the fact that the world menace of
Stalinism received a tremendous impetus as a re-
sult of the support for the “lesser evil” which was
given during the second world war. The present
power of Stalinism has grown out of the Allied
victory in the Second World War. We therefore
state categorically that the victory of the UN
forces headed by the United States will not end
capitalism, it will not end imperialist exploitation
and it will not bring peace to the world.

STALINISM'S APPEAL

The natural response of our readers will be that
if we are not prepared to support the United
States, we must therefore support Stalinist Russia.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We con-
sider that Stalinism has resulted in the complete
suppression of genuine democracy and freedom,
not only in the USSR itself but in all the satellite
states dominated by their puppet governments. We
know perfectly well that the voice of international,
revolutionary socialism has been stifled in these
countries.

But we are aware of something else: the toiling
millions of the East having suffered from age-long
oppression are turning toward Stalinism. This is not
because of any inherent virtue of Stalinism, it is due
to the fact that Stalinism promises to these toiling
millions economic freedom from the shackles of for-
eign exploitation and from their own feudal lords.
The tendency of these millions is therefore to fly
frem the evils which they know, embracing the prom-
ises which are indeed supplemented by acts, which
are given to them without realizing what the final
result will be.

We therefore say that a military victory of
the forces of monopoly capitalism will no more
bring peace and happiness to the world now than
they did after World Wars No. 1 and No. 2. We

say that a world-wide victory of Stalinism will
plunge the world into a totalitarianism which has
hitherto been unequalled.

Apart from these two aspects we also say that
a world struggle beyond the confines of Korea, of
these two mighty forces, will bring death and
desolation to the peoples of the world.

THE THIRD ALTERNATIVE

There is no virtue in criticizing the existing
alternatives without bringing forward a real and
a lasting solution. We have no hesitancy in stating
categorieally that the only possible solution is to
be found in the Third Camp. What is this Third
Camp? ‘w_ &+
It 1s''based upon the fact that whatever the
workers of America, Russia, Germany,. Britain,
France or China, do, they must not murder each
other. Need 'we labor this point? It is inherent in
the principles to which we adhere. We of the ILP
therefore 'once again call upon the workers every-
where to join with us in'opposing both power bloes.

We call uwpon them in the name of socialist
brotherhood: o make it clear to the rulers of both
camps that fhe workers are not prepared once again
to go down into the abyss of a umiversal blood-
bath. And it'is not the slightest good of our oppenents
telling us # 5 t our solution is impracticable. It only
appears. impracticable because most of the Euro-
pean workers are torn in the choice between the
"Two Evils."” X

There ig no “lesser” as there is no “greater”
evil. The vietory of either will mean the defeat of

" the working class., When other alternatives so

clearly lead to disaster, is it impossible to hope
that the great currents of genuine socialist opinion
which still sremain among the workers of both
Europe and:America will manifest themselves in
the growth of our Third Camp which is pledged
to oppose all capitalist or imperialist wars and
which a]ona;z"will ensure the salvation of the human

race?

The British Political Scene
Is Portrayed Each Week in—

THE SOCIALIST LEADER
B/Ifi‘l’uin‘s Foremost Weekly

™
"Yearly subseription: $3.00
Shorter periods pro rata
3 ®
Order from: Socialist Leader
318 Regents Park Road
Finchley, London, N.3, England
i

Vd N

They Need Your Help!

Local New York of the ISL sends food and
clothing pdfckages to meedy workers in Europe.
You ean help] Send your aid—especially clothing
for school-age children—to the New York ISL,

114 West 14 Street, New York City 11. y
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The Nature of the Yugoslav Elections

By HAL DRAPER

The character of Tito’s elections is of a piece with his
People’s Front (explained last week). The last. national
election in Yugoslavia took place this past March and offers
itself as an example.

Elections in the Stalinist states are fakes as far as democracy is
concerned. This is well known but among many ill-informed anti-
Stalinists this is understood only in the bourgeois tradition of elee-
tion-stealing: ballot-stuffing & la Chicago gangsters or Tammany, or
falsifying the count, or violation of the secrecy of the ballot at the
polls.

Anyone who thinks this is fhe main reason why. Stalinist elections
are mockeries does not even begin o understand totalitarianism. In an-
other connection we have already mentioned the comments by Trotsky
and Victor Serge on the secret ballot in Russia—and in' Hitler Germany,
where the secrecy of the ballot was alse not formally violated.

The whole point was summed up by Serge: “What remains of the
October Revolution if every worker who permits himself to make a
demand or express a critical judgment is subject to imprisonment?
Oh, after that you can establish as many secret ballots as you please!”
All that needs to be added is the Hobson’s choice of the one-party list
and the ideological and physical terror (the threat is all that is neces-
sary, in ordinary cases) which forms the actual context of the sheep-
herding to the polls.

Thus the “democratic ritual” of Stalinist elections becomes the
totalitarian plebiscite. As Trotsky put it, discussing Stalinist “Bona-
partism”:

“As history testifies, Bonapartism gets along admirably with a
universal, and even a secret, ballot. The democratic ritual of Bona-
partism is the plebiscife. From time to time, the question is presented
to the citizens: for or against the leader? And the voter feels the
barrel of a revolver between his shoulders.” [Revolution Betrayed,
p. 278.] i

Plebiscite and Demonstration

The Yugoslav election of last March .was openly presented to the
people not as an election (except formally) but as a plebiscite. With
laudable frankness Tito called it so himself.

In an interview with a group of Paris newspapermen, the marshal
declared that "without forcing the truth one could consider these elec-
tions as a kind of plebiscite.” [Le Figaro, March 28.1 Or, as Franc-
Tireur quoted him on the same day, "it is indeed a kind of plebiscite,
as they were able to interpret it abroad, or at least a referendum.”

But this election was not even presented as a plebiscite for or
against the regime, Tito had a more sure-fire' angle. It was insistently
drummed into the people that they had to vote for or against the
Cominform. As Djilas put it in his main election address, there was
no question of who was going to be elected. As Tito put it at his
main election address at Drvar, the people had to state “whether they
are for a progressive socialist Yugoslavia or for a dependent country.”

As a “democratic election,” the show put on in March does not
even merit serious consideration. As a plebiscite on pro-Cominform-
ism, the performance could take on some meaning. Insofar as the vote
had this meaning, there are few observers who can deny that the
overwhelming majority of the Yugoslav people are anti-Cominform,
anti-Kremlin—whether that majority is Tito’s announced 92 per cent
or not. But the utter fatuity of the pro-Titoist socialists is precisely
evidenced by their glowing aecounts of the affair as an evidence of
Titoist democracy, with accounts of the secrecy of the ballot, ete. One
can read the same sort of stuff in any fellow traveler’s account of
elections in Stalinist Europe (cf. Konni Zilliacus’ latest hook).

But the totalitarian mind does not think in terms of majorities,
even majorities in a simon-pure plebiscite such as was staged by the
Titoists. It demands a nation which is a monolithic block. Its shibbo-
leth of success is unanimity. Any deviation from unanimity is evi-
dence of hostile class elements, traitors, degenerates and saboteurs,
and not of the fact that inevitable differences of opinion exist. In a
country which is marching from “socialist triumph” to “socialist
triumph,” it would be difficult to explain how more than a tiny per-
centage of such anti-social creatures and bourgeois scum could exist—
though it is convenient to have a few around as whippingboys.

There is really nobody to elect on election day, but "It is the duty
of the People's Front to bring out to the pells all its members and
thereby furn these elections into another demonstration of the unity,
of the Yugoslav peoples. .. ." (So orated Zvonke Brkic, member of
the Politburo of the Croatian CP.) Nobody would dream of citing a
demonstration organized by totalitcrians as a "proof of democracy,”
but if the demonstration takes the form of a ballot-dropping festival, a
form adopted by the totalitarians as a bow fo custom, there will be
people who will insist on being qulls.

(The word “festival” as applied to the Yugoslav election is not
a prejudicial term insinuated by us, but the Yugoslavs’ own descrip-

tion of election day and the atmosphere they sought to create around
it.)

Creating the Proper 'Afm_osphere

The totalitarian trappings of the March election included the.

standard advance pledges of unanimous votes. Like this: “By our
uianimoys vote for the People’s Front candidates, we will show for
all the world to see that no power can detach wus, now ov in the
future, from our glovious party or from you, our beloved and dear
Comrade Tito.” This particular specimen was sent by an “election
meeting” of army units in the Sarajevo garrison to the Beloved
Leader by telegram two weeks before the vote,

The bureaucracy’s propaganda hammers away at what is expected
of the voters, with the “—or else” scarcely having to be added: “This
impressive number of voters [10 million] will on March 26 show that
they are one with the state and party leadership headed by Marshal
Tito."” And so on. ;

There is another concrete aspect of the Stalinists electoral pro-
cedure which we have often pointed out as against the Stalinist boast
of “free and secret elections.” This concerns the way in which the
candidates are actually named—which is, of course, not on election
day but at the formal nomination meetings. In Russia these nomina-
tions, which are actually the only elections of any kind, take place
by open vote, held before the watchful eyes of Beria’s men. There is
no “secret ballot” at this point.

And how is it in Yugesiavia? We should like to see some informa-

gists—who go into such a flurry of defail on the mechanics of the
tion on this point from our Titoist propagandists or pro-Titoist apole-
Yugoslav vote on election day, how rubber balls are used instead of
ballots, how the election officials are careful to see that there is o "no-
list"" urn as well as a government-list urn, and other such meaningless
tripe. If we ask for information, it is because we have seen only one
mention of the question in the course of reading a ton of articles, and
this mention would seem to indicate that the Yugoslav nominations are
held in the Russian manner.

It appears in a pamphlet which is distributed by the Yugoslav
Information Center in New York, a report of a group of U. S. profes-
sorial fellow travelers headed by Prof. Jerome Davis who visited
Eastern Europe on a quickie trip, in the interests of “peace.” The
character of this report is sufficiently indicated at the moment by the
fact that it gives a glowing whitewash on the state of democracy in
every one of the Russian satellites, as well as Yugoslavia. Its section
on Yugoslavia mentions in passing: “the People’s Front prepares the
list of candidates for election to the People’s Assembly, Usually a
conference is held where a proposed list is read. Sometimes the con-
ference deletes a few names and substitutes others.” (My italies.)

Another "First Step” to Democracy

But if a man works hard at closing his eyes to reality, he can usually
succeed in duping himself. Our pro-Titoist socialists even convinced
themselves (temporarily, apparently) that the Yugoslav leaders had
taken “first steps" toward democratic elections, among other "firs
steps.” The Tito regime threw out a couple of pieces of sucker bait for -
such fish, but the Fourth International Trotskyists did not bite hard untif
the "new electoral law" came along last February. -

This law provided that an “independent” candidate could stand
for the Titp parliament by getting 100 signatures in his constituency
to a nomination petition. The Times correspondent in Belgrade,
Handler, wrote about ‘“the abolition of the single-list system” and
the Cannonite Militant applauded. They were too, too anxious to be
hoodwinked, however, and joy was shortlived.

l'p the first place, on the very face of it, the “right” to tun for
parliament by convineing 100 brave citizens to sign their names was
a right that'could be safely exercised in Tito's police state only by a
candidate perfectly acceptable to the dictatorship. In fact, one of the
reasons given by Kardelj (according to Handler) for the “reform”
was the fact that all organized opposition to the regime had dis-
appga{'ed, had been wiped out. There were no opponents of - Tito-
ft_al;llrim above ground even to dream of taking advantage of the

right. d

In the second place, if this new electoral gimmick was to be hailed
as a “first step” to democracy, then Yugoslavia’s Tito would not have
been the only beneficiary. In fact, the Czech Stalinist regime was way
a!)ead of him. In Yugoslavia, as it turned out, no “independent” can-
didate turned up—not one. And with a regime so earnestly devoted
to furthering workers’ democracy as Tito’s is painted, this could not
have been due to fear, could it? ’ 2

In Czechoslovakia, however, the regime not only passed a law
exactly like Tito’s but, it seems, it even took on a momentary spark
of life. So at least we are told by fellow traveler Zilliacus (now, like
S0 many oj.' his breed, a Tito rooter) : “Anyone who could gather a
thous_and signatures, however, was entitled to stand as an independent
candidate. Two attempts were made, one in Prague-and one in a small
town. In both cases, the candidates were given every facility by the
Czech Home Office, including the supply of paper for posters, but
were unable to get as many as a thousand signatures.” [I' Chose
Peace, p, 2141]

The whole affair would be a farce if it were not o tragedy. Imagine

-a Czech or a Yugoslav saving the secret police the frouble of getting

up their own list of dissidents by themselves obligingly collecting the
names for the Ministry of the Interior!! The premature huxzas of the
pro-Titoists for the new electoral law could have come only from types
who think o police-state regime is a secondary superstructural charac-

teristic of Stalinism while the important thing is its "nationalization™
of economy. ..,

Kardelj Pulls a Boner 3

As it turned out, the Tito regime did not go through with the
e_lector_a] “democratization” even as a facade. According to rumor (in
line with my policy of quoting only statements by pro-Titoists, T alse
pass on only those rumors which are circulated by the pro-Titoists),
Rankovn:_h of the UDBA put his foot down in the fear that even a
demagogic maneuver might bring complications. As in every bureau-

cracy, including the Russian, the Club versus the Sop is a constant
tactical problem,

Gérard Bloch, assigned by the Fourth Internationalist Trotskyists
to dq a hack job on our point of view on Titoism in a long article, has
nothing to say about all this, in the two embarrassed sentences he
devotes to the point. On the electoral democratization, he merely mut-
ters thgt “I_Jnfcrtunately Tito has since flatly rejected such a project
and this WIHI doubtless provide Draper with another opportunit}} to
denounce totalitarianism at work.” Beyond this stupid sally, shame
was mute,

It remains to record that, in the first flush of demagogy when
the new electoral law was announced, Kardelj let the cat out of the
bag. In an article entitled “A New Vietory of Socialist Democracy,”
he wrote: ; ) ’;

"There _is. no doubt that this system better corresponds to our con-
crete conditions, for it permits the great mass of voters o participate
in the desig!mﬂon of the candidates, whereas with fhe list sysferu.
these were in fact decided by a minority of political leaders.” [le;
Nouvelles Yougosiaves, Feb, 5. My italics.] :
h\mK\i;?ﬁ(]ij l1;hough_tl, :ls he wrote those damning words, that the new
aw e avallable to prove “proer i kers” -
racy.” The words are still dam'nin,rg;}J RS A wthony N dgine

(Next week: Is Yugoslavia a Police State?) d
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The important=hational-resistance movement
of Morocco, the Istaqlal Party, which is the lead-
er in the fight against French colonialism, has
issued a significant statement flutly repudiating
involvement of their country in the North At-

lantic Pact or in any alliance with the Western .

imperialist powers. At one and the same time
it is a statement of position, a sketch of the be-
trayal of promises by French imperialism to
Morocco, an exposé of the current police regime
imposed by the Paris government, and o docu-
mentation of the disillusionment of nationalist
hopes in the pledges of the imperialists.

In this period, when so many are announcing

" that capitalist imperialism has changed its spots,

the Morocean nationalists also retain some illu-
sions about the character of the Second World
War in a section of their statement (which is
somewhat condensed for publication here), but
these illusions, whatever they are, evidently do
not extend to their own tasks. “We feel we have
been betrayed,” they write. “We cannot be the
ally of those who have betrayed us,” they say in
effect.

The statement should be of great interest to
socialists as an earnest of the elements out of
which a Third Camp against imperialist war
will arise—Ed. _
AN Vs

DECLARATION ON THE
ATLANTIC PACT

The Western powers are concerned with in-
cluding North Africa in the plans for the com-
mon defense of the states of the Atlantic Alli-
ance. '

In France the Inter-Ministerial Conference
held on August 12, 1950 has laid down the con-
ditions under which North Africa would be called
to take part in the system of Atlantic defense.

It is clear that the decisions made by the
Inter-Ministerial Conference on North Africa
have great importance under existing interna-
tional conditions.

Firstly, and insofar as our country is con-
cerned, these decisions constitute a violation of
the international treaties which guarantee Mo-
roccan sovereignty. In fact, the French govern-
ment has no juridical right to involve Morocco
in any coalition without its consent.

The Istaqglal Party has pointed this out many
times, and particularly in its note of February
27, 1949, at the time of the negotiations on the
Atlantic Pact.

But the essential point, in the present world
situation, is a basic problem.

The Moroccan people, who are conducting a
bitter struggle against French colonialism, ask
themselves to what extent they have benefited
from the ideals of liberty and democracy for
which they were called to fight in the last two
wars.

After World War |
When the First World War broke out, Mo-
rocco was still in the first years of a regime im-

posed by France under special international cir- -

cumstances. At the appeal of H. M. Mouley Yous-
sef, Moroccan divisions unreservedly made their
contribution to the offensive in Belgium, on the
Marne, on the Somme and at Verdun.

In the eyes of the Moroccans, this participa-
tion had one meaning: the fraternity in arms
had to be translated after the war into a fruitful
cooperation based on respect for the sovereignty
and institutions of Meorocco.

But at the close of hostilities the French
authorities of the Protectorate behaved like veri-
table conquerors toward the Moroccan people.
Morocco was not an allied and friendly country
but a conquered territory.

Thus .the Moreccan government saw itself
progressively and methodically stripped of all its
prerogatives. A French administration replaced
it on all levels, and exercised the power directly,
thumbing its nose at the treaties.

The conquest of the land was from the begin-
ning the dominant concern of the French Pro-

tectorate administration. In a few years, more
than a million hectares, including the most fer-
tile sections, were grabbed from the Moroccan
peasants in different ways and given to some

thousands of French colonists. -

The Protectorate administration also set it-
self the task of undermining the moral unity of
the country, politically and administratively as
well as culturally and judicially. This anti-na-
tionalist job had the aim of artificially splitting
into two antagonistic bloes a national commu-
nity which history, culture and the Mohammedan
religion had always united.

The Moroccan people were not slow to under-
stand that the Protectorate regime not only sys-
tematically hampered their development but was
despoiling the country, at the same time that it
ensured almost total control over the country’s
wealth to the French colony.

While half the country still opposed the
French occupation in the South and in the Atlas
mountains in an armed resistance which ended
only in 1936, the other regions organized to free
themselves from the Protectorate’s yoke, by dif-
ferent means.

The Riff war, led by the national hero Abd-
el-Krim, constituted the first act of revolt against
French-Spanish oppression. '

In 1830 the reaction of the Moroccan people
took the form of an organized political move-
ment. The Moroccan Committee of Action set
itself the task of denouncing the abuses of the
regime to French public opinion. In 1934 this
committee performed constructive work and pre-
sented the sultan and the French government
with a Plan of Reform which proposed to lead
Morocco, with the aid of France, toward taking
care of its own affairs.

The French administration responded with a
series of repressions, imprisonment, jailing of
patriots in forced-labor tamps, deportation of
the principal Moroccan leaders to.the Sahara and
Equatorial Africa. Some of them were kept in
exile for nine years.

But the Moroccan nation had already become
certain, after a 20-year experience, that the so-
lution of the Morocean problem lay in the abro-
gation of the Protectdrate treaty.

World War Il: Ally Betrayed

However, the outbreak of the Second World
War, considered as a final defense of liberty and
democracy, was to quiet all reverberations of the
French policy and lead the whole country to co-
operate without reservation in the war effort.

“From this day on,” proclaimed Sultan Mo-
hammed V on September 3, 1939, “and until the
banner of France and its allies is erowned with
glory, we must support it without reserve, with-
out bargaining for the use of our resources and
without recoiling from any sacrifice.”

Morocco did not abandon this attitude, even
after the military-reverses in France in 1940.

After the landing of the Allied forces in 1942,
our country put its material, human and strate-
gic resources at their disposal. It furnished nu-
merous contingents who contributed to the liber-
ation of Tunisia, Corsica, Italy and France,

The war effort of the Moroccan nation found
its justification in that nation’s conviction that
the Second World War was a war for the liber-
ation of all peoples without excepting those who
aere under colonial domination. The Allies had
made that solemn promise in the Atlantic Char-
ter.

It was under such circumstances that the
Istaglal Party, on January 2, 1944, issued a
manifesto which pointed to the bankruptey of
the Protectorate regime and proclaimed Moroc-
co’s right to independence with territorial in-
tegrity.

People’s delegations came from every section
of Morocco to present their petitions on this oc-
casion to the sultan, testifying to the will of the
Morocean people to take back their liberty and
independence. - . '
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The Protectorate authorities reacted by pro-
ceeding to the arrest of the political leaders, in-
cluding the secretary of the Istaqlal Party; they
unloosed the bloodiest repression that Morocco
had ever known. Scores of Moroccans were mas-
sacred; hundreds were imprisoned, tortured or
deported.

JDuring this time the Brazzaville conference
made clear that its “reforms” or “new orienta-
tion” for French colonial policy eliminated any
hope, even any distant hope, for autonomy or
self-government. i

But our party did not despair ofﬁconvincing
French opinion that cooperation between our
two countries did not imply French domination
over Morocco. With this aim, on January 2, 1946,
it addressed an appeal to the French people. A

few months later it sent a delegation to Paris. #.

~ But the French government did not decide to
make a gesture of understanding. Instead of
choosing the road of conciliation, it preferred to
maintain and impose its own rule. Instructions
to this effect were given to the new French rep-
resentative in Morocco, General Juin. '

Comparable to Fascism

Since May 1947, the French Protectorate
authorities have not stopped strengthening their
system of oppression and exploitation to such a
point that the police-dictatorship regime which
rules the whole country is becoming comparable
to the fascist dictatorships in its methods.

At the present time this regime is character-
ized by the following:

@ Direct administration [by the French] which
more and more is taking over whatever remains
of the French administration on Moroccan sov-
ereignty is creating a state of tension between
the Résidence Générale and the Makhzen.

e The prohibition of exercising the most ele-
mentary rights of man by any Moroccan—nei-

ther freedom of assembly, freedom of movement,_‘i

nor trade-union liberty.

e Freedom of expression is notably non-existent
as a result of the advance censorship instituted
in 1939 and still maintained today. There is no
guarantee of individual liberty because of the
absence of a penal code and criminal laws.

e The renewal in diverse ways of the policy of
expropriation for the benefit of French colonists.
e Tightening of the apparatus of repression:
increase in the French police force; institution
of “city delegations’” and “area controls” which
are new networks for police surveillance,

e Persecution and provocation of Moroccan

patriots.
e Contempt for the political and social aspira-
tions of the Moroccan people and the policy of

giving first priority to the interests of the French™

colony,

We Are Not Bound! R

"It is in such political, economic and social
conditions, under such a regime, that the French
government intends to keep the Moroccan peo-
ple “to maintain order and stability.” And it is in
such a climate of tension that it is proposed to
integrate Morocco into the plan of common de-
fence of the states of the Atlantic Alliance.

The Moroccan nation has already fought two
wars at the side of France and the Allies. Today,
six years after the liberation of France, it feels
deeply that its faith and confidence has been be-
trayed.

Under these conditions, the Istaqlal Party,
certain that it is interpreting the feeling of the
Moroccan people on the decisions of the Inter-
Ministerial Conference to include Morocco in the
defense system of the Atlantic Alliance and to
maintain the political status quo in North
Africa:

(1) Points out again that the Moroccan peo-
ple do not consider themselves bound by any ob-
ligation underwritten by the French government
in its name:

(2) Reaffirms that the Moroccan people,
faithful to the Manifesto of January 2, 1944, has
the major and prior concern of its own liberty
and independence; :

(Continued bottom of next page)
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{Continued from page 1)

the western regions of the Ukraine, only 10 per cent of the veters cast
their ballots for the Stalin list; the election was almost totally boy-

cotted by the population after the propaganda actions of the Ukrainian
revolutionary underground movement took place. We have not yet re-
ceived any information on the results of the election-boycott propa-
ganda of the Ukrainian People's Army (UPA) in March 1950, because
of the difficulty of making connections through the Iron Curtain.

This is only one example of the “truth” to be found in Pravda
[which means “truth” in Russian—Ed.].

But one can find true statements in Pravda too. And that is just

what we are interested in.

_ In Pravda for March 15 there were published the lists of all the
newly elected deputies to the Stalinist parliament. There are 1316
persons altogether. There are 678 deputies in the Council of the Union
and 638 in the Council of Nationalities. Pravda presents a short
biography of each of them, and from these we can determine the
social and national status of all the deputies—that is, we can answer
the question: Whom does the Kremlin’s mirror see in the Hall of

Powei today?

The picture which results from an analysis of the deputy lists is
given in the accompanying box on page 1.

To make the picture clearer, it must be said that deputies to the
Supreme Council are selected only from “the best of the best,” only
the cream of Stalinist soctety. There is no one who is not an order-
bearer, no worker who is not a Stakhanovist, who has not been pro-

Moted up from the ranks. This is the real meaning of the categories

“ordinary workers” and “ortlinary farmers” given in our list, since
Pravda says nothing more about their social position.

But even if these cailegories, as well as the "brigadiers,” are as-
signed to the working ciass, the result is the following damning picture
of the social composition of the Stalinist parliament: the class of 190
million Russian toilers is represented by 182 deputies or 13.9 per cent,
and the class of 8 million Stalinist magnates is represented by 1,134

"-"_" deputies or 86.1 per cent!
Therefr:vre the conciusion imposes itself: Stalin's parliament is the
class parliament which represents the interests of the upper class of

: ~_Russian society only, -
Is there any essential difference between that parliament and the

b
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An interesting picture results
also from an analysis of the
Council of Nationalities in the
Stalinist  parliament. As is
- known, the USSR is inhabited by

182 nationalities; sixteen of them

have their own “independent” re-

publics in the union [SSRs “fed-
erated” to form the USSR]. In
addition, there are several au-
- tonomous republics and regions.
~ The second house of parliament,
the Council of Nationalities, pre-
sumably exists to represent their
is elected on the
“basis of parity: every SSR (re-
blic) sends 25 deputies, every
autonomous republic 11, every
region 5. But from an analysis
by- nationality of the deputies
from the non-Russian republics,
the following picture emerges.

RUSSIAN WATCHDOGS

Among the 25 deputies from
each republic, 20 per cent are of
Russian nationality. For in-
stance: 5 Russians from the
Ukramnian SSR; 4 Russians
from the Uzbek SSR; 5 from the
Kazakh SSR; 5 from the Lithu-
anian SSR; 6 from the Latvian
SSR; 5 from the Tadjik SSR;

2

=

Does this mean that 20 per cent
of the population in these repub-
lics are ailready Russians? Then
the conclusion must be that there
has been a swift tempo in the
process of colonization of non-
Russian areas of the country by
the “superior nation of all the oth-
er nations of the USSR™ {Stalin)—

i athat is, by Russians,
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Who are these Russians who
represent the non-Russian na-
tionalities in the parliament?
Take the example of the Tadjik
SSR. Its deputies to the Council
of Nationalities include:

(1) D. K. VISHNEVSKY,
‘Russian, minister of state secur-
ity (MGB) of Tadjikistan; (2)
N. P. PARAMONOYV, Russian,
seeretary of the Kurgan-Tubinsk
committee of the Communist

- Morocco — —
= (Continued from page 6)

(3) Is firmly convinced that strategic considerations
must not come before political considerations. Strategic con-

bourgeois parliaments, or the state Duma of czarist Russia, the
Congress of the United States, or the Cortes of fascist Spain? . . .,

Party of Tadjikistan; (3) A. V.
KHARCHENKO, Russian, min-
ister of the interior (MVD) of
Tadjikistan; (4) Y. N. PAV-
LOVSKY, Russian, president of
the Academy of Sciences of Tad-
jikistan; (5) P. S. OBNOSOV,
Russian, secretary of the Lenina-
bad region party committee.

The other 20 deputies are Tad-
jiks. We see that the main posi-
tions in the Tadjik SSR are occu-
pied by Russians, and just these
Russians are deputies to the par-
liament., The picture in all the
other non-Russian republics is
similar.

In this respect Stalin’s parlia-
ment is not essentially different
from colonial parliaments: for
instance, the parliament of
French Morocco consists of 60
Frenchmen and 60 Moroceans,
while the population of Morocco
consists of 80 per cent of the lat-
ter; the parliament of British
South Africa contains no repre-
sentatives of the natives, who
form 80 per cent of the popula-
tion and who are “represented”
by three British magnates.

To complete the -picture of
Stalin’s parliament, we can add
that, by the decree of the Su-
preme Council of the USSR for
January 17, 1938, the salary of
the presidents of the Supreme
Council, the Council of the Union
and the Council of Nationalities
is 300,000 rubles a year; the sal-
ary for their assistants (vice
presidents of the councils and
presidents of union republies) is
150,000 rubles a year:; and the
salary of each deputy in the par-
liament is 12,000 rubles plus an
additional 150 rubles a day dur-
ing the sessions. At the same
time the ordinary manual worker
makes a wage of ‘150 rubles a
month!

This is what everybody can see
in the mirror of Stalin’s parlia-
ment,

siderations in a given country are also determined by its
political, social and economic status.

(4) Declares that the Morocean people can never con-
sider themselves the ally of those who scorn their right to

liberty and independence.

For the General Secretariat of the ,

Istaqlal Party

Rabat, Sept. 2, 1950

-Mohammed LYAZIDI

Morocco and the Atlantic Pact - | Mirror of Stalin’s Parliament - -

- Morocco to France: "We Cannot Be the Ally of Those Who Betrayed Us!”

From England: On Titoism and Pro-Titoism
To the Editor:

I feel tha® LABOR ACTION's
stand on the Tito question has
been fundamentally correct. While
at the same time quoting the Yu-
goslav government at great length,
you analyze it critically from a
socialist point of view. I do not be-
lieve, as you do not, that the na=
ture of a Stalinist regime can
change overnight.

The Trotskyist reply to one’s so-
cialist criticismm is that UNLESS
we cooperate with Tito he will go
into the camp of the capitalists—
but by cooperating with us, he is
to some extent committing himself
to a Marxist (Trotskyist) policy.
They also point out that his isola-
tion may foree him to adopt social-
ist measures.

The unhappy truth is, however,
that unofficially they have fallen
tor Tito's government “hook, line
and sinker” and he is using them
as a free international propaganda
organization: Officially, in fact, as
we all know, he is having nothing
to do with any left-wing demo-
cratic organizations, as he is afraid
their democracy may contaminate
him.

SPECIAL
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Labor Action Book Service
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However, I see no harm in send-
ing ‘“brigades” to Yugoslavia.
There never has been any loss in
people seeing for themselves. I
think that intelligent Marxists
should see for themselves,

David ALEXANDER
London, Sept. 29

We agree with Comrade Alex-
ander that the idea of going to
Yugoslavia to “see for oneself” is
not only unobjectionable but in
itself a good thing. Any comments
that would have to be made about
the “youth brigades” and the actu-
a! propaganda around them would
net impugn this point.—Ed.

ILP Line
To the Editor:

I should like to express my ap-
preciation for the many articles
of interest and merit in yvour ex-
cellent paper.

However, I wish to draw your
attention' to a passage which I
feel may lead to misunderstand-
ing. In your issue of August 28,
in the article “How the Titoists
Defend Totalitarianism,” Com-
rade Hal Draper quotes Will Bal-
lantine writing, as he says, “in
the British ILPs Socialist Lea-
der.”

‘Although Ballantine’s remarks
appeared in the Socialist Leader,
they do not (as readers might be
misled into supposing) represent
the views of the Independent La-
bor Party.

I would draw the attention of
our American comrades to the
following reply to Anarchist
criticism of the publication of
the articles supporting Tito:

“We do not deny the right of
the ~ writer of the “Freedom”
[orzgan of British Anarchism]
article to disapprove of what
Ballantine said about Yugoslavia,
but we object to his assumption

that because we published Bal- .

lantine’s articles we necessarily
agreed with the viewpoint ex-
pressed

in them, We are not:

afraid of free expression, free
publication and free discussion.”
Let not our American friends
think that all ILP members have
been induced to support Tito’s
totalitarian regime.
E. G. DAVIES

Norwich, England, Sept. 19

We can add that in its July 15
issue, the Socialist Leader even
more specifically dissociated it-
self from the views of Comrade
Ballantine, in its editor’s column
“As a Socialist Sees It.” There
we read that it can be said here
and now that the editor of the
Socialist Leader does not in any
way share his [Ballantine’s] be-
lief that Yugoslavia is a socialist
state,” and that “insofar that
many of the trappings of Stalin-
ism are evident in Titoism, we do
not share any of the current en-
thusiasm for the latter regime.
Tito not only accepts most of the
Stalinist version of Marxism, he
is apparently an apt pupil of the
Soviet regime insofar as it is al-
leged the jails of Yugoslavia are
full of political dissidents. Fur-
thermore it is fairly obvious that
the two main features of social-
ism—ifreedom and democracy—
would be as disastrous to Tito as
they would be to Stalin.”

In quoting Ballantine, and giv-
ing the source of the quotation,
I certainly had no intention, of
course, of ascribing his views to
the ILP. I agree with the editor
of the Socialist Leader that he
should publish such views as
Comrade Ballantine’s. LABOR
ACTION invites the presentation
of such views in its own columns,
for discussion, and we have in-
deed published one such dissent-
ing contribution, the only one re-
ceived. In our case, in printing
such discussion articles, it is our
policy to make clear at the same
time that they do not represent
the views of the paper, in order

to avoid the kind of ambiguity ~

which, T gather, arose from the
original publication without con:-
ment of Ballantine’s article in
the S. L.

. Hal DRAPER
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of U. S. combat troops are now to be found.

if Truman and Acheson are reluctant to send American,

#roops across the 38th parallel—and reluctant they un-
doubtedly are—it is, above all if not entirely, due to the
extent to which they recognize that while they have wen
the first stage of the war in Korea from a military stand-
point, they have lost it to Stalin from a political stand-
point. Not only in the long run, but right now, the political
victory counts for more than the purely military victory,
and nowhere is this truer than in Asia. Messrs. Truman,
Acheson and Austin want to use the second stage of the
war to recoup their political defeat.

The precipitation of the war in Korea may not have
endeared ‘Stalinism to the Korean masses; it may have
lost the Russians and their tools the support and sym-
pathy of many. But the United States has not gained
anything the Russians may have lost. The indescribable
destruction of life and wealth in this brief but murderous
war, which has devastated the country to the point
where General Stratemeyer can announce the end of
“strategic bombing,” has not brought Washington the
blessings of the Korean people. Not even the best Amer-

ican photographer on the scene possesses a camera that.

has pictured throngs of Koreans cheering the appear-
ance of American or South Korean troops, because the
lens has yet to be ground which will take a picture of
what is not there. The sight of Rhee, so widely hated by
all Koreans, riding back to power on American guns, is
only calculated to cool off any relief the people may
feel at escaping the yoke of the Stalinist police state.

In the rest of Asia, much the same story can be told.
1f Stalin has gained little or no support from the masses
of that continent as a result of the Korean war, there is
1o evidence that he has lost any, either. Nevertheless he
has gained, if only in the sense that the United States
keeps losing ground—what little it had to lose—which
means that Stalinist position is relatively stronger.

The Wedge Is In

American imperialism cannot rid itself of the heri-
tage of distrust and opposition which is so justifiably
associated with its name among the Asiatic masses. Its
unrelaxed patronage of Rhee, who is detested as a
murderous reactionary all over Asia and not in Korea
alone, has only deepened this distrust and opposition.
Its resumption of patronage over Chiang Kai-shek in
Formosa, and over the French assassins of the Indo-
Chinese people, has only deepened these sentiments still
further.

As a result of the first stage of the war, therefore,
the Stalinist forces and their standing among the Asiatic
peoples remains substantially intact and cohesive. What is
more, they appear to have fixed the main responsibility
for the destruction of Korea upon the United States, and
they have certainly succeded in driving a wedge between
+he United States and Great Britain, at least on the Chi-
nese question, and a far deeper and more significant

wedge between the United States and Nehru and—what
is much more important—the Indian people as a whole.

Washington is aware of this perturbing fact, if not
fully then at least more than ever before. The glistening
statesmen who edit the social-democratic New Leader
either are not aware of the problem at all or are not
interested. With that political acumen which distinguish-
es them from normal (that is, unhysterical) people, they
propose, currently, that “MacArthur should be instructed
to occupy, as soon as possible, all territory north of the
38th parallel,” and demand the maintenance of “U. 8.
and other UN forces on the Korean peninsula, in their
present strength, until the Koreans are strong enough
to resist mew aggression. Simultaneously, the U. 8.
might declare that it has no territorial or military de-
signs in Korea.”

Washington statesmen awe, notoriously, not very in-
telligent, but then, as has so often been proved, it is not
necessary to be intelligent in order to be wiser than the
editors of the New Leader. A few blows on the head are
all that is needed for that, and Washington has felt
them. Hence, the new line for the new stage. Hence,
the nmew Korean proposals of Austin in the United
Nations.

Another Election under Rhee?

In the hope of changing the deep conviction in Asia
that the United States is following an imperialist pol-
icy—which it is following—Washington, hoping that all
of Korea can be taken by the South Korean troops alone,
is ready to hold the American troops below the 38th
parallel. And for the United Nations Commission that
is to supervise the elections if and when Rhee conquers
North Korea. Washington is prepared-to propose non-
American members exclusively, mainly representatives
of Asian countries. In this way, it hopes, some of the
stain will wash off its reputation in the East, and it can
began to catch up with and outstrip Russia in the race
for what counts so decisively-—political position, political
sympathy and support from the masses.

Such is the plan and such is the hope. Whether it ean
be realized is another story. If Acheson were twice as
ingenious as he is, he would not be able ‘to wash spots
off a leopard, for they are in the nature of the animal.

Washington’s difficulty lies in the fact that in Korea
(and in so many other lands), it has nobody to rely
upon except the Rhees and all they stand for. It cannot—
neither bluntly nor delicately—dump this monster of a
Rhee out of the window, if only because it would show
that its armed intervention to maintain him in power
was a barefaced fraud from the beginning. Besides, who
would replace Rhee in thé political vacuum which Rhee
and Washington have created in Koxea?

But everyone, above all everyone in Asia, knows that
if Rhee conquers the whole country, any election that
would follow would be a criminalsoutrage. Everything in
Rhee's record as ruler of South Korea—everything with-
out exception—indicates that where Rhee wins, his armed
gangsters, uniformed and un-uniformed, -will drive out of

"THE CASE OF

A Novel of
Modern Russia

$3.00

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE

COMRADE TULAYEV"

ashington’s Plan for Korea-—

the country every Stalinist, real or suspected, and every
genuine democratic opponent, whom they do not assassi-
nate in the street or in his home. An election under such
conditions, supervised from abroad or not, will deserve the
name to just about the sume degree as a Stalinist election.

This is known to every prospective election super- .
visor who knows Rhee, what he stands for and whom he .

stands for. We leave entirely asidé the fact that an elec-

tion is proposed, after Rhee’s victory, only for North

Korea and not for the country as a whole. We leave it

aside because it will -change nothing fundamentally -

about the anti-democratic nature of such an election, and
because the one that Austin proposes for the couniry
as a whole is to occur only after Rhee has had an oppor-
tunity to consolidate his infamous old police regime
firmly over the entire nation.

Impossible Task

This is an additional reason why Washington shies
away from proposing that it control the election, or par-
ticipate significantly in the UN commission which it
asks be designated for that purpose. It wants to escape
the further odium that would attach to its name in Asia
and elsewhere. Its clever statesmen think, however, that
if the election is supervised by others, especially if the
others are representatives of anti-imperialist or non-
imperialist states that have recently fought their way
to national sovereignty, like India, that will cover up the

Rhee dictatorship and lift the odium attached to its -

establishment and reinforcement.

That, we are convinced, is where Washington will
come a cropper again. The plan is too transparent.
There is no likelihood that Nehru's government will
cover Rhee with the protective cloak of the good name
which India enjoys among all the people of Asia. And if
India does not figure prominently in the Supervisory
Commission so ingeniously dreamed up by Acheson, the
commission won’t be worth, to the United States, the
paper on which it is appointed.

The brighter the schemes which Ach ives for
American foreign policy, the surer their doom. He has an
impessible task, whether his adversaries or his admirers
(including the editors of the New Leader] understand that
or not. He must present the United States to the peoples
of the world, especially of Asia, as a patron and crusader
for democracy and popular well-being. Try as he will, he
cannot get any additions, let alone any replacemnts, for

o

those who continue to stand out prominently as the firmest .

associates and beneficiaries of the American crusade: the
Adenauers, the Churchills, the De Gasperis, the pope,
Chiang Kai-shek, Bao Dail, Syngman Rhee, Quirino, Franco,
and their like everywhere. '

For all the hatred that people feel toward Stalinism,
and it is profound and extensive, for all the suspicion
and uneasiness felt toward it even by those who sympa-

thize with it to a degree or another—they see in Ameri-# "‘

can imperialism no magnetic alternative, no alternative
that will resolve the burning social problems which
afflict the masses everywhere. Korea is the latest proof
of this. More will come.
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voters in New York State to vote
for Democratic candidates for
the minor posts? Will not many
a voter conclude: If this Demo-
cratic Party is okayed by the
Liberals for the major offices, it's
the party for me right down the
line, and there’s no use my fool-
ing around by voting for them
on the Liberal line.

Thus, in this election again, the
Liberal Party has lost another op-
portunity to place its independent
candidates before the labor and
liberal forces of New York. It
seeks to corral these elements
behind the Democrats, and limits
its own role to that of handmaiden
and servitor of the Democrats.’

In the 1950 elections the Lib-
eral Party reflects all of the
backwardness and primitiveness
of the , labor movement in its
groping efforts to funetion in
some effective way on the politi-
cal field. The very existence of
the party means that at least
some section of the labor leader-
ship in New York (the ILG and
the Hatters plus other unions)
finds itself impelled to break with
the policy of straight support to
the old parties. But they are still
tied with a thousand cords to
the Demoerats, and hence utilize
the Liberal Party as the electoral
apparatus of their unions to en-
ter into relations with the old-
line parties.

FIGHT OVER KLEIN

Despite its trade-union base
the Liberal Party is not a labor
party mobilizing workers for
genuine independent political ac-
tion, At best it can be described
as a distorted tendency which

may, given a rising tide for a
labor party, be pushed into that
development.
Within its ranks are elements
which more or less consciously
push for the party to run inde-
pendent ecandidates. It is this
healthy sentiment which LABOR
ACTION looked to when it urged
the Liberals to put up their own
candidate for Mayor in 1949;

Within the County Committee,
for example, the hottest fight de-
veloped over the question of sup-
porting Congressman Arthur Klein
(Democrat) from the Lower East
Side of New York, as against run-
ning an ILG trad i lead
Raymond Orsini, Klein was en-
dorsed, but only after all the big
wheels of the party had been
rolled out to subdue the opposi-
tion. The vote of the committee,
which consists of the local club
leaders, was 18 to 13, with 8 ab-
stentions, and there was some in-
teresting speculation on what the
vote would have been in a secret
ballot.

This sentiment for independent
candidates helps to push the par-
ty onto the right road. It boiled
over at the state convention in
the rebellion against endorse-
ment of the Democrat Lynch, and
repeated itself in the selection of
local club candidates. The Demo-
cratic boss of the Bronx, Edward
Flynn, has refused to allow his
candidates to accept Liberal en-
dorsement, and thus the Liberals
are forced to run their own can-
didates for most posts in that
borough. A similar situation pre-
vails in other sections too.

These candidates, running on
the Liberal line only, play no im-
portant part either in the elec-

- -

tion or in the general tenor of
the Liberal campaign; but, with
no illusion about their role, or
the reasons why they are running
independently, we believe that
they should get the vote of our
readers as an earnest of the di-
rection which should be pressed
on the party by its supporters.

During the coming week, Oec-
tober 9 to 14, New York voters
must register in order to vote in
the November elections. By regis-
tering in the Liberal Party,
workers can play a part in push-
ing the Liberal Party onto the
labor party road. Such registra-
tion enables the voter to have a
vpice in inner-party develop-
ments, without committing him
to support of the pro-Democratic
line of the party. LABOR AC-
TION urges its New York read-
ers to register Liberal Party, and
to do their share in impelling the
party to real independent politi-
cal action.
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