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FIVE CENTS

Part of the Marshall Plan dollars
have gone for a poll to determine
what the recipients of those dollars
think about their benefactors. The
results are amazing—to Marshall Plan
officials and to those who were sold
on the idea that the Plan was just,
good and true. The poll'sampled the
opinion of France, Austria, Denmark,
the Netherlands and Norway.

“These people are absorbed by the
thought that there are strings at-
tached to this too-beautiful thing,"
was the comment of one Marshall Plan
official on the results.

Conducted by the Foreign Opinion
and Market Research organization for
the Economic Cooperation Admini-
stration, the poll revealed that out of
every 100 persons questioned, only
four gave the Marshall Plan credit
for French recovery from the war and
German occupation.

It seems the American side of the
Atlantic has been better propagan-
dized to accept the benevolent motives
and effeets of the Marshall Plan than
has the European. Only 38 percent of
all Frenchmen who were polled
thought the Marsall Plan was “good
for the country.”

A note of touching irony was sup-
plied by Thomas D. Hodges, chief of
the ECA information and research
section who complained that Euro-
peans who opposed Marshall Plan aid
“know more about the plan than those
who favor it.” This was explained
away by being blamed on Communist
propaganda against the Plan among
the working class. Since it is believed
that the Marshall Plan is losing the
battle against Communist propaganda,
the United States is attempting to
stimulate a counter-propaganda cam-
paign to show that the Marshall Plan
is- not 'the “too-beautiful thing” with
“strings attached.”

"GOOD SAMARITAN" POLICY?

The questior gt Well be AskeEdy it

the Marshall Plan is alli¥irtious’ and
" doing nothmg but good for Europeans,
why does the United States have such
difficulty in*“sélling” it to the very
people whom it is supposed to help?
It is quite apparent to Europeans, if
not to Americans who consider the
United States only as'a Good Samari-
tan, that there are “strings” attached
to the Plan. "The United States is
getting its quid for it quo.

The “strings” consist—and this is
to leave aside for the moment the
supplementary North Atlantic Pact,

By an 8 to 0 vote, the Supreme
Court upheld the constitutionality of
the 1949 Federal Rent Control Act.
The case arose out of a dispute before
the U. S. District Court in Chicago
presided over by Judge Elwyn R.
Shaw. o) )

Readers may recall that 'in that

. case, Judge Shaw held the entire
Federal Act to be unconstitutional
because it allowed for “local option”
in the application of the Act, that is,
permitted cities and ‘states latitude:
to maintain rent control or not as
they saw fit. The Act itself was the
result of a compromise between the
Administration supporters and his
Republican-Dixiecrat opponents.

Reasoning that Congress would not
have passed the Rent Control Act
without inclusion of the clause on
local option, Judge Shaw thereupon
ruled the Act itself unconstitutional,
because of an unconstitutional dele-
gation of power by Congress. It is
apparent that the Judge thought his
ruling to be in conformity with the
real feelings of a majority of Con-
gress who detest any form of rent
control, When Congress included the
“local option™ clause in the act, there
is not thé" slightest *doubt that it
hoped thtough: this means 'to lay
the ‘grouridwbrk ! fol‘ the destruction
of the Act'itself;

The Supreme” Court deci‘slon is
unquestiohzbly &' hlow to ‘those who
would end'‘Yent’ contml today. Even
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the military complement of the Mar-
shall Plan—not of the stated lofty
aims and the written words of the
binding documents, but in the actual
increasing domination of Western
Europe by the United States. The
results of this linkage of economies
are reflectedsin the current dollar gap
that is causing a crisis in international
economic relations. The dollar gap is
the fundamental imbalance, as ECA
put it, in world trade caused by the
excess of United States exports, which
has considerably worsened the long-
existing dollar shortage in Europe.

ANSWERS OUR CRITICS

When revolutionary socialist eritics
of the Plan pointed to the inevitable
subordination of the European econ-
iomy to the American, to the detri-
ment of the former, the supporters of
the Plan, particularly its “socialist”
supporters, who regarded it as an
international WPA project, demanded
to be shown where in the language
or interest of the Plan, this charge
was evident. The demand was based
on purely formal considerations of
the worst sort.

But the ECA, supplied one answer
indicated above in the foreign bal-
ances of Europe and the United States.
As important as this factor, is the
devaluation of the European curren-
cies, which followed as a conseguence
and established the unchallenged po-
sition of the American dollar, once
again, at the expense of Europe.
FURTHER INTERFERENCE

The aforementioned imbalance is
leading U. S. Marshall Plan officials
to further “influence” the European
economy, the latest step :being the
integration scheme proposed by Paul
Hoffman, ECA Administrator, to
knock down the trade barriers in
*order o unify the European economy
and make of it a mass market, further
subject to American exploitation, This
4§l t6"be done on the basis of “free

* competition;” of the type that keeps
“businessmen awake nights, according
to a recent spokesman for the scheme.
“We can only conclude that the
suspicions of the Europeans as reflect-
ed in the poll figures are a conscious-
ness that the effects of the Marshall
Plan have to do with profit and loss
statements, keeping American expor-
ters and importers in the black, a
containment of the East by the West,
and nothing to do with the human
requirements of security -for the
many.

Housing Expediter Tighe Woods
hailed the decision of the . court as a
vindication of his “policies” of rent
control. But this must sound like &
wry joke to many who recall that 1t
was Woods. hlmself usmg‘ .the loop-
hole of “local. option,” who began

such a swift cancellation of Trent con-

trol in so many areas, that alarm
spread throughout the nation. He was
forced to withdraw his acts, but at
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the same time' and with the same
~more localities will avail themselves "

abandon with which he tried to end
rent control in these areas, he joined
the real estate interests in New York
City to fight the local Sharkey rent
control .bill.

The decision of the Supreme Court

Hepudlatmg

By E. GARRETT

Last week, in London, 261 dele-
gates, representing close to 50,000,000
workers in 53 countries, created a
new organization of world labor, the
International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions. (ICFTU).

With the total Stalinization of the

. World Federation of Trade Unions,

it became impossible for organiza-
tions not under Stalinist domination
to remain in the WFTU. Few did,
and none of any consequence after
the withdrawal of most '‘non-Stalin-
ist unions from the WFTU. A world
center pledging the cooperation of
unions dedicated to “free unionism”
—that is, unions which will not tel-
erate dictation from the state, unions
free to act as the representatives of
labor—has, accordingly, been in the
making for at least a year, and actu-
ally for longer than that.

Working men and women, espe-
cially those who are truly responsive
to the links of international brother-
hood that bind workers of all lands
together, will rejoice at the founding
of the ICFTU and look forward to
its development as a genuinely po-
tent force for FREE labor, and the
freeing of enslaved labor.

The full text of the conference de-
cisions. is not yet available, However,
what the press has reported of its
constitution indicates, in that respect
anyway, an' auspicious beginning. It
is to be hoped that some of the signa-

. tory unions take the document seri-

ously . enough to practice what it
preaches. Thus, it is" reported "that
the constitution affirms the right of
labor to
be free bargaining instruments and
which derive their  authority ' from
their members,” affirms the right of
labor to social justice and security,

affitmis “tHat: workers; cannot. be free,

unless they have the "democrat1c
mean8 of changing their government,’

.and ealls for mutual assistance to .

labor evetywhere in defying “totali-
tarian infiltration.”

FIGHT OVER CATHOLIC UNIONS

These dte basic principles and_'it'
seems to us safe to say that the new
organization will be accorded the al-
legiance of workers to the extent that
it effectuates these principles.

As reported in the press, there was
apparently only one major difference

Constitutionality of Rent Law
Inheld by Supreme

Court

should have an important bearing

on the New York dispute as well as

halting for :a time -the. efforts of the

reai estate lobby . to destroy rent con- .
"trol and thus begin. its long cherished
'_-__IIOPI‘.' ‘of gouging even more than at
present the millions of families suf- "
“fering bad housing at high cosh. .

3§ i3 |
' .empha31z1ng that the Act upheld by

However, the reactlonary P

the Subreme Court ijsa “local option”
law and is hopeful that more and

of this loophole to throw out rent
control completely. Thus the decision
of the high court is merely a delay-
ing one, but as such to be welcomed
as a plug in the dike.

Doctors’ Trust Holds Powwow to Plan
Attack on Hgalﬂl Insurance Program

The American Medical Association
is at it again. At their third Annual
Clinical Session in Washington last
week the chief topic was not how to
provide better medical care, but how
to prévent Truman’s national health
insurance bill from passing next year.

Titoist Etaoin Shrdlu

A December 7 United Press dispatch
from Rome states that the Italian
Communist Party has ordered investi-
gation of the entire staff of its official
newspaper Unita as the result of a
typographical error.

The December 6 issue of Unita said
in its first edition: “This year  the
birthday of Stalin will be a great
enslavement.” In later editions this
was changed to: “This year the birth-
day of Stalin will be a great event.”

The bosses of the CP would like
to know how ‘“asservimento” got
printed instead of “avvenimento.”

The worthy doctors are preparing
a multi - million - dollar propaganda
campaign. Their biggest single backer
is the insurance companies. They will
spend millions of your  insurance
dollars to prevent your getting gov-
ernment medical insurance, They will,
of course, be. supported by the press
and every other major machine for
opinion-manufacture in the country.

The campaign will be gigantic. The

insurance, companies will spread 1.5
million anti-health-program pamph-
lets. Full page ads will appear in at
last 12,000 daily and weekly news-
papers. A bureau with 1,500 speakers
will be set up. Every insurance agent
and every doctor is expected to dis-
play anti-health-plan posters in his
or her office.
- Meanwhile, every doctor’s bill,
every hospital bill, every special
clinical fee which has to be paid by
the poor people .of the country is
is the strongest kind of propaganda
FOR medical health insurance,

“trade unions which shall-

‘New Union World Bod

Stalinism,

Faces Catholic Issue

of opinion among the conferees. That
difference, which threatened to sty-
mie the conference in its preliminary
stages, concerned the Catholic Trade
Unions which, though affiliated to a
Catholic international, asked admis-
sion to the ICFTU.

Strong objection to their admis-
sion came from the socialist unions,
notably those of Belgium and France,
to whom  the problem wof Catholic
unionism is a very real one and
whose objections are well founded
in experience as well as principle.

AMERICANS PUT ONI PRESSURE

Their argument is a simple and
incontestable one. Religious union-
ism is in contradiction fto free union-
ism. More specifically, the Catholic
unions were treated as dual unions
to the free unions, are guided ideo-
logically by Catholic Church policy,
not labor policy, and serve in effect
to divide the working class along re-

(Continued on page 4)

UN

AUTO WORKERS FIGHT DANGEROUS PRECEDENT—

G ompany Asks UAW to
Witchhunt into Union Contract

In Paterson, N. J., Local 669
of the United Automobile
Workers, took a stand on the
question of civil liberties which
should be an instructive lesson
for the entire labor movement.

In its current contract negotiations
with the Wright Aeronautical Cor-
poration, the company demanded of
the union the right to fire any em-
ployee "belonging %o a subverisve
organization."” This demand, first re-
jected by the union's negotiating com-
mittee, was unanimously rejected by
2800 members of Local 669,

In his' report to the local Gabriel
de Angelis, member of Local 365,
International Representative of the
UAW, working in the district under
the direction of Martin Gerber, de-
clared that the UAW would "make a
national Issue of the clause and will
attempt to bring additional pressure
to bear on the company to remove

the clause. . . . We will not be a
party to it."

An indication that this issue is not
lightly regarded in the UAW is the
fact that Emil Mazey, UAW Secre-
tary-Treasurer, advised the local not
to sign the contract with this clause
in it.

ISSUE OF CIVIL LIBERTIES

In a formal statement issued by
the local union, the issue was met
head on. The statement itself pleads
the cause of civil liberties. It points
out quite correctly that the com-
pany’s demand leads to the victimiza-
tion of members of the union, who
can be, and as experience shows,
usually are, fired without charges
and without a fair trial.

The statement goes on to denounce
the whole affair as a witeh hunt;
and charges the company with using
the local as a guinea pig. This the
local rejects without any equivoca-
tion,

The local asks, in effect, what is the

sembly Ends Talkfest

But World s Problems Remain

By GORDON HASKELL

The fourth regular séssion of the
United Nations General Assembly

" was concluded last week, During this

session the Assembly took action on
some 33 “major” matters, Buf it did
not solve a.single important guestion
which could begin to' relieve the
world of the terrible sta\‘e into whlch
it has “fallen since the'war,

When the United Nations was. ﬁrst
+being: .formed in San Francisco, .most
newspapers, ' statesmen: and
“heavy. thinkers” hailed it as the an-
swer to the prayers of a war-torn
world. LABOR ACTION stated then
clearly and without hesitation that
the United Nations would not and

. could not solve any ofrthe problems

which have to be solved if the world
is to become a place where people
can live in safety and security. We
were denounced as gloomy prophets
and defeatists. Let the record of the
fourth regular session of the Assem-
bly speak for itself, "

DISARMAMENT. The Assembly
voted to request the Security Coun-
cil to continue its study for the reduc-
tion” of “conventional armaments.”
Russia and its satellites said: either
include inspection and control of
atomic weapong or there will be no
control of non-atomic weapons.

The Assembly voted to have the'
big nations continue closed-door con-
sultations on dealing with atomic
weapons. The Russians said that un-

" 1ess their proposals are accepted there

is no point -to’ further consultations.
. Conclusions: Nothing will be done
about disarmament, except to build
. more  arms, atomic and “convention-
aLl”;,

- COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND
TRUSTEESHIPS: The . Assembly
voted to get an advisory opinion from
the International Court of Justice on
the legal status of -Southwest Africa,
which has been annexed by the Union
of South Africa. It expressed “regret”
that the Union refused to furnish in-
formation on this territory, or to
place it under UN trusteeship. The
Union still refuses to pay any atten-
tion to the Assembly.

The Assembly voted to give Somali-
land back to Italy under trusteeship
for ten years, to give Libya indepen-
dence in 1952, and to defer action
on Eritrea till next year.

The Assembly voted ten resolutions
providing for international review
and investigation of conditions in the
colonies. It called on colonial powers
to submit information on what they
are doing to “help” their colonies to-
ward political independence, and
called for investigations into illitera-
¢y,. health and other matters in the
colonies.

Britain,- France and Belgium have
stated that they will resist some or
most of these investigations, as they
would cause “unrest” among the co-
lonials.

The Assembly also voted a series of
resolutions designed to improve con-
ditions for the fifteen million people
in the African and Pacific trustee-
ships which have been placed under
the tender mercies of .colonial pow-
ers. But the resolutions simply “urge”
the powers having control over these
peoples to.give them a square deal.

With regard to Korea, the Assem-
bly told the United Nations Commis-

-the .

sion there to prevent civil war. The
Russian countries voted against, and
as Russia controls Northern Korea
and would be the source of any civil
war which might break out there,
this commission might as :well stay
at home.

Conclusions: By and large,. the colo-

nies remain colonies, and the coloni- «

als remain exploited colonials;: The
Assembly - urged the. colonial powers

'to do ‘things which they bpenly btate
‘they Have no -intention- of ‘doing. If

the. condition 6f ‘the ‘colonials is to
be improved, ‘they will have to win
these ' improvements for themselves
largely by their own efforts,

WAR AND PEACE: During the
past year open warfare has raged
in at least three parts of ‘the world.
The central danger facing all peoples
is World War IIIL

The Russian group proposed a res-
olution for a non - aggression pact

among the “Big Five,” outlawing the "

atom bomb and condemning the
United States and Britain for prepar-

L

ing war.

The Assembly voted this
down, and passed a resolution urging
all hands to get together and settle
their .differences in -the spirit of the
UN charter. If a resolution could do
it, it would have been done the day
the charter was signed.

' War is raging in China, with the
Stalinists backed by ‘Russia_and the
Umted “States keepmg out only be-
cause they couldn’t find anyone - in

“China' to back. But the Assembly
"voted that all nations should keep

hands 6ff China, respect her terri-
torial integrity, honor existing trea-
ties (some of which deprive China of
some of her territorial integrity) and
permit her people to freely choose
their own political institutions, Of
course, neither side in the civil war
has any intention of letting the Chi-
nese people choose anything freely.

The Assembly welcomed the an-
nouncement that the Dutch, their

puppets in Indonesia and the Repub-

(_Contlnued on page 4)
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purpose of the company in making
its demand, when not even the gov-
ernment has made the kind of demand
which the company has in its pro-
posed contraet. It would be bad
enough under any circumstances,
but coming as it did in contract
negotiations, the whole attempt of
the company is indefensible.

The local understands that given
this right, the company would be in
a position to decapitate the local,
which has a militant record. The com-
pany could, with such a blank check;
simply fire one militant after
another, under the pretext of the re-
jected clause. Since no trial is pro-
vided for, since no pioofs are re-
quired, a person charged with being
a ‘“subversive” by the company,
would have no redress in fighting the
charge. He would find himself job--
less, in effect out of the union.

THE LESSON OF BELL AIRCRAFT

We have already seen how this has
worked out in the Bell situation in
Buffalo, where outstanding militants,
charged with being subversives, were
not taken back on the job. There
were no formal charges in that case.
The members declared to be sub-
versives had no opportunity to learn
who made the charges against them,
upon what evidence these charges
were based, or to defend themselves. «
They were thus victimized in'a most
brutal and illegal fashion. The losers
in that situation were not only the
people so penalized, but ‘even more,
the Bell local of the UAW itself.

We do not know whether the ullhm”y
ists of Local 669 ,acted as they did
with the Bell situation in .mind, If
they did, so much the better.. But:it
is clear that they grasped the m!
significance of. the company demand;
The pity of it is that the whole labor
movement, and particularly  the top
officialdom of the Clo, u:ﬂng with
unusual “obtuséness, dé not

gence of UAW Logal 669. Wt

It is worthy of ﬁnal comment in
this story to note that this samie
Local 669 was under heavy attack by
Stalinists at the last convention -6f
the UAW, and that it is a local which
long ago signed anti-Commmunist affi-
davits. This did not, obviously, placate
the high officials of Wright Aeronau-
tical Corporation, who 'would like to
reduce the union to a plant tool of
company with its own particular “red
scare.” The local told them where to
go. It ought not budge one fraction of
an inch from its incontestably correct
position,

By AL FINDLEY

The question of Jerusalem has been -.
officially “settléd” by the United Na-:
tions General” Assembly:-By ‘ailarge: e

vote, the UN passed a'proposal:to de~
tach Jerusa’lem fromi' ‘the Jtéws and
the Arabs and plade it' under>UN'

rule. Like all other ' ‘Observers; LiA-

BOR ACTION too ‘was caught short
on thié action and _predlcted that the

proposal would not obtain a two-

thirds majority. . The resolution to
create a corpus separatum-—to make
a separate political entity of Jerusa-
lem—was pushed through by a com-
bination of Arab, Catholic and Stalin-
ist bloc countries, under the leader-
ship of Russia.

While “settled” on paper, "there are
mighty  few people even in the UN
who believe this solution will ever be
put into effect. Israel, Jordan and the
populations of Jerusalem have de-
clared their intention of disregarding
the ukase of the UN. There are re-
ports of a movement for a new spe-
cial meeting of the UN Assembly to
repeal this action of the UN. How-
ever, the vigor .of the forces favor-
ing detachment of Jerusalem from Is-
rael and Jordan shows more strength
than did the partition forces two
years ago. Only new developments
in and around Jerusalem will force
a reversal .

As is customary wlth the UN, this
decision, like all others, is not based
on principles or on the desires of the
peoples involved, but represents vest-
ed interests. The internationalization
of Jerusalem violates the desires of
the population and contradicts their
rights of self- determination. An un-
confirmed report (JTA) says that Ab-
dullah is asking for recognition- of
his rule over Arab Palestine and an
outlet to the Mediterranean and Hai-
fa or Jaffa. In return he is willing
tn give up sections of Jerusalem to

Israel.

UN Settles Jerusalem—on Paper
Israel, Jordan to Flout International Vote

In one respect this UN action
is shot through with more cynicism
than usval. On most issues the diplo-
mafs try to convince themselves and
others that their actions will redound
to l'ﬁe benefit of humanity. This is
gbsent in the question of Jerusalem.
In_corridor discussions many of the

'non-Stalinist diplomats who voted

fdt internationalization declared their

_opposition and lack of belief in its:

practicality.

LABOR ACTION and the Indepen-
dent Socialist League opposed the
original partition. proposal for the in-
ternationalization of Jerusalem and
the attitude of most Zionists in ac-
cepting the proposal was criticized.
Having an exaggerated respect for
capitalist international “authority”
and the hoped-for friendship of the
big powers, the Zionists, including

the Labor Zionists, did nothing. They .

now reap the fruits of a false belief
in the UN and in their imperialist
“friends.” An exception must be made
of Premier Ben-Gurion, who, while
sharing the illusion of relying on
“friendly” great powers, proposed
formal annexation of Jerusalem, only
to be voted down by his cabinet and
by his own party (Mapai—Palestinian
labor party).

STALINIST CONTRADICTIONS

The Mapam (left-wing but pro-Sta-r

linist) feels itself betrayed by the
Stalinists and embarrassed by the po-
sition. of the U. S. Only last week
Tobenkin had proclaimed that NOW
“Zionism was a RECOGNIZED ally
of (Russian) socialism.” What effect
this will have on Mapam policy is
difficult to determine. It will prob-
ably strengthen the non-Stalinist ele-
ments. The Stalinists in the Mapam,
however, are taking it in their stride
and continue slavish support of Sta-
lin on all questions exeept Zionism.
Even in the field where they them-
selves differ from orthodox Stalinism

—the national question—they support
Stalin and oppose the demands of
Tito 'for national mdependenpe

The internationalization of Jerusa-
lem will undoubtedly strengthen the
semi-fascist elements in Israel. The
Heruth party of Beigun only last
week introduced a motion for annex-
ation of Jerusalem. The Israeli par-
liament unanimously (except for the
Heruth deputies) voted fo table the
issue. The internationalization of Je-
rusalem will not serve as a limited
arena for Arab-Jewish cooperation,
but on the contrary will arouse the
most violently antagonistic and chau-
vinist elements.

The only other gainers from the
situation will be those who profit
from unsettled political conditions in
the Near East. AT PRESENT, this
applies especially to Russia, which
may still retain hopes that the car-
rying out of the provisions of the
origindl partition resolution will re-
sult in a weak independent Arab
state in Western Palestine under the
domination of the Arab Stalinists and
their alliqs.

There may be one positive result
from the UN decision. It may hasten
formal conclusion between Israel and
Jordan. One report says that Britain
is urging a quick peace on Jordan and
Israel and advising Adbullgh to accept
the current boundaries of Israel. An
unconfirmed report (JTA) says that
Abdullah is asking for recognition of
his rule over Arab Palestine and an
outiet to the Mediterranean at Haifa
or Jaffa. In return he is willing to give
up sections of Jerusalem to Israel.
Should this happen, it will nullify the
obstructionist moves of the Stalin-
Vatican-Arab bloc on the Jreusalem
question and will open the road to
formal peace in the Near East. Real
peace will, however, depend on a
raproachement between the Arab and
Jewish people, going much further
than mere diplomatic treaties,

“upprosieh
the problem with the’ lu'l'rllulc intelli. .
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AFL Pulls CIO's Anti-CP Tactic on Dubinsky—

LG Faces

By MARY BELL

There have been “reprisals against
Dubinsky’s ILG (International Ladies
Garment Workers Union) for his re-
fusal to join the AFL labor unions” in
their political endorsement and sup-
port of Mayor William O'Dwyer in
the recently concluded New York elec-
tion campaign. The ILG support of
Newbold Morris, the Republican-
Liberal-Fusion candidate, through the
Liberal Party, of which the ILG is
the mainstay, led to harassment of
Joseph Tuvim, ILG delegate to the
Central Trades and Labor Council, a
request for investigation of him by
the council president and his resigna-
tion. What further action will be
taken by the AFL central body re-
mains to be seen. However, the situ-
ation is so serious that there is a real
possibliity that the 200,000-member
ladies garment union will withdraw
from the AFL council.

In another international labor union
and in relation to a different set of
parties, the same thorny problem is
raised by the AFL action as that
which has racked the CIO during
the past year.

SIMILAR ISSUE IN CIO

The issue arose in the CIO, as
unionists everywhere remember and
in most cases have had personal ex-

L)

perience with, in relation to the
dissident political program of the
Communist Party. On a national scale,
they suported Henry Wallace and in
various localities backed candidates
of their Independent Progressive
Party, in opposition to CIO support of
Truman or local “progressive” Demo-
cratic candidates.

1949 has been the year of the big
anti-Stalinist campaign in the CIO,
and they are everywhere on the run.
They have been defeated mostly fair,
sometimes foul, means. In the latter
category, Philip Murray felt called
upon to invoke the decision of the
1946 CIO convention, which with CP
support at time, required officials of
CIO councils to adhere to the
decisions of national CIO policy., At
ifs 1949 convention, the CIO went
all out to forbid Communists, the only
sizeable body of political dissidents
in its ranks, to hold office in the CIO,
for reasons of their political dis-
agreement.

MINORITY RIGHTS BLACKOUT
While we are accustomed to the
hardened old AFL bureaucracy, the
trend to monolithism in the younger
CIO union was all the more to be
deplored. And while Labor Action
didn't give two hoots for Communist
policy or its Kremlin-backed politics
in the inter-CIO struggle, it was

'J. PARNELL THOMAS,

LEADING PATRIOTEER

AND WITCHHUNTER, GOES TO JAIL AS THIEF

Congressman J. Parnell Thomas is
now in the jug. He will spend a few

* months there, pay a fine of a few

thousand dollars, and then retire on
a comfortable government pension for
the rest of his life.

Thomas has been one of the chief
defenders of the American Way of
Private Enterprise and rough on its
critics. Selected by Congress to head
the Committee on Un'- American
Activities, financed by the public
treasury, with the press and radic
and newsreels at his disposal, with
the “findings” of his investigations
published by the governmerit and dis-
tributed throughout the land, he had
a free hand to smear and denounce
and slander all' whom he chose to
call before him.

As chairman of this congressional
committee the methods he used to
browbeat witnesses, to charge people
with offenses without giving them a
chance to clear themselves of the
charges — these methods were the
same as those of his predecessor,
Martin Dies. Congress never saw fit
to remove him nor to change the rules
under which he operated. Thus the
Thomas committee and all its works
bore the endorsement of Congress

every time the majority voted to re-
plenish its funds.

Thomas was finally caught, tried
and convicted. But he was not tried
for denying people the due process
of law, or for ruining them through
baseless slanders, or for befouling
the public consciousness with lies
about opponents of capitalism. He was
caught with his hand in the public
till, demanding a kickback from em-
ployees whom he placed on the
government payroll. He was given
due process of law, with a full meas-
ure, packed down and flowing over.
The evidence was so overwhelming
that he finally threw himself on the
mercy . of the court, and the court
was indeed merciful.

But the Congress which financed
his attacks on democracy in America
has had no change of heart. It will
find another political scoundrel to
take his place and do his job. Though
all may rejoice that a pompous and
domineering petty thief has got a bit
of his due, it would be better to under-
stand that the real social evil which
Thomas wrought will go on as long
as labor does not rally its political
strength to throw ALL the Thomas-
minded politicians out of public
office.

iscipline’

mightily concerned about the failure
of the official CIO to provide for the
rights of minorities and to give
minority groups the right to political
expression. ' Its present monolithic
discipline would “bar even Walter
Reuther's periodic avowals to form
a labor party ... sometime somehow,

The present quarrel in the New
York City AFL body, while it in-
volves another set of political differ-
ences also among non-working-class
candidates, over whose candicacy
Labor Action is also not concerned,
is basically similar to the CIO con-

THE MILITARIZATION

troversy. It, too, involves the rights
of minorities to differ from official
policy and to express and act ac-
cording to their point of view.
Labor Action is concerned in two
respects: (1) that the right to demo-
cratic expression is preserved, even
if the differences are over; (2) that
the channels of democracy are kept

open for the formation of a labor

party, which might, in its initial
stages, also be a minority opinion.
The AFL controversy is therefore of
high importance, even in the second
respect. William Green himself was

OF AMERICA—II

constrained to threaten to form a
laber party prlur to Truman’s election.
We can only hope, despite the fact

that we are non-partisan towards '

both Morris and O'Dwyer, that the
ILG carries on a vigorous fight in
behalf of its right to dissent. Such
a fight would help to stem the mono-
lithic tide and give to the democratic
forces in both labor organijzations.
The growing danger in the Ameri-
can labor movement is the trend to
“Conform! Adhere! Abide by! Agree

with!” If the lahor movement is to,

remain healthy, it must be reversed.

Military MenInfestWashington Posts

Not only does the size of the mili-
tary establishment and its propor-
tion of the budget reflect its growing
influence in .American affairs but
the number of military men in im-
portant government posts reveals
the influence of the military in tra-
ditionally civilian spheres.

The two most influential men in
the government have been Admiral
William D. Leahy, President Tru-
man’s chief of staff, and General
George C. Marshall, the former sec-
retary of state who has shaped a
good portion of current U. S. foreign
policy. General Marshall’s assistant
was Brigadier General M. S. Carter.
An assistant secretary of state,
John E. Puerifoy, attended West
Point. Serving under General Mar-
shall abroad were: Lieutenant Gen-
eral Lucius D. Clay as military gov-
ernor in Germany; General Mac-
Arthur in control of Japan; Lieuten-
ant General Bedell Smith as am-
bassador to Russia; Admiral Kirk as
ambassador to Belgium; General
Holeomb in South Africa.

The men who surround Truman on
his trips and vacations are for the
most part mnlli’ury men.

For example, on his August 1948
trip aboard the official yacht, he was
accompanied by Brigadier General
W. H. Graham, his physician; Cap-
tain Robert L. Dennison, his naval
aide; Admiral Leahy, his chief of
staff; Colonel Robert Landry, air
force aide; Major General Harry
Vaughan, his military aide; and two
civilians—his press secretary and
his special counsel.

MILITARY IN ECA

Congressman ‘R. J. Twyman of
Illinois in the April 30, 1948 Con-
gressional Record listed a number of
military and retired military men
who are holding government posts
in the field of foreign affairs, stat-
ing that the president “has seen fit
to staff the traditionally civilian po-
sitions' of government, particularly
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You'll be giving your friends gifts for the holiday season this
month. You might even want to make a gift to yourself—if the
price is right. Well, it is right —see below.

Why not give your friends—or yourself —something really
worth while, something of lasting value?

Below are special combination offers by LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE, good only between now and January 1.

The offers listed combine the following publications: (a)
Subscription and/or bound volumes of LABOR ACTION (b) Sub-
scription and’/or bound volumes of THE NEW INTERNATIONAL. (c)
The book THE FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM by Max Shachtman, paper-
bound unless otherwise noted. (d) The two-in-one book, THE NEW
COURSE by Leon Trotsky, and THE STRUGGLE FOR THE NEW
COURSE by Max Shachfman, paper-bound.

combinations

You Pay

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL
Three bound volumes of THE NEW .INTER-
NATIONAL (1946-47-48) __
Four bound volumes of LABQR ACTION

g ey

FFER

You Save

Three separate 1-year subscrlphqns to

(4)
(5)
(6)

One-year sub to both LABOR ACTION
and THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

THE FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM and One-
Year Sub to LABOR ACTION -

THE NEW COURSE and One-Year Sub to
THE NEW INTERNATIQNAL __________________________ ]

(7) THE FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM und
THE NEW COURSE

(8) THE FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM (clothbound)

Send your orders in NOW to LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE,
Court Square, Long Island City 1, New York.

$5.00 $1.00

10.00 2.00
10.00 2.00
17%
25%
2.75 $.75

20%
25%

2.00
1.50

in the diplomatic and consular serv-
ice, with retired army and navy
officers.”

Another member of Congress, for-
mer Senator William Langer, chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Post
Office. and Civil Service, told the
Senate on June 4, 1948 about "mili-
tary men who were taken out of the
army by the high military authorities
and placed in the civil service of the
United States where we cannot get
rid of them without changing our en-

tire civil service structure. . . ."

Military men are also being ap-
pointed to jobs in the Economic
Cooperation  Administration, the
Marshall Plan’s ECA. Two examples
at the higher rungs: Colonel Arthur
G. Syrian was appointed as chief of
the Transportation Division, and
Edward Gould, a colonel who served
on Eisenhower’s wartime staff and
was with the AMG in Berlin until
his appointment to ECA, was named
assistant to the 'Comptroller for the
ECA in Europe. Military men also
honeycomb the Marshall Plan mis-
sions to the various countries.

' STATE DEPARTMENT GENERALS

The State Department likewise is
honeycombed with military men in
positions of influence. One of the
most important positions, that of
director of United Nations Affairs,
has been held by Colonel Dean Rusk,
who was nominated in February by
Truman as an assistant secretary of
state. General Marshall not only re-
ceived sa]ary from the armed forces
while serving as secretary of state
but also had three military aids fur-
nished him_by the army.,

Here is ' partial list of State De-
partment functions filled by military
men: direcfor of the Office 'of De-
partmental Administration (deserib-
ed by the New York Times as the
“Executive Secretariat in the State
Department”) ; the executive officer
of the above; executive assistant to
Assistant Secretary of State Peuri-
foy; the executive officer of the Of-
fice of FaP Eastern Affairs; the
chief of Foreign Service Adminis-
tration; the special assistant to the
Undersecretary of State; the chief
of the Division of Communications
and Records; the head administra-
tors in the Office of Foreign Liquida-
tion; the chief of the Acqujsition
and Distribution Division; the as-
sistant secretary of state for trans-
portation and communication; ete.,
ete.

When General John H. Hilldring
was ‘made an cssusiunf socreiary of
sfal-e, uccordmg to the New York
Times of May 8, 1947, "he' brought
with him in the State Department 26
of his assistants in the War Depart-
ment."" When General Hilldring re-
signed, General Charles Salfzman,
vice-president and secretary of the
New York Stock Exchange, took his
place. The executive officer to Gen-
eral Sallzman is a major.

The exact personnel as named

This is one of a series of articles
on the militarization of American
governmenf and’life, based on the
findings of a committee of m:-lwn-
ally known liberals,

This committee, organized as the
National Council Against Con-
scription, in February of this year
published fhe booklet "New Eyi-
dence of the Mull!armrhon of
Amgrica. (A previous booklet,
enfitled  "The Militarization ~of
America," had been publlshed in
anuury 1948.) All the Inforrnuﬂoli
and quotations used in the pl‘esent
series of articles comes from the
first-named booklet.

The NCAC publications are spon-
sored by a group including: Pearl
Buck, Louis Bromfield, Albert Ein-
stein, VYictor Reuther, President
James G. Patton of the Nationa)
Farmers Union, Prof. P. A. Sorokin
of Harvard. former Secretary of
Interior Ray Lyman Wilbur, l’resi-
dent W. S. Townsend of the CIO
Transport Service Employees. Pres-
ident C. S. Johnson of Fisk Univer-
sity, President W. J. Millor, 'S.J.,
of the Unlversify of Detroit, und
many other prominenf indl\nduuls

above shifts from time to time, but
the tendency is a definite one.

A device whereby military men
exercise tremendous influence over
groups that by law must be partly
or entirely civilian is the Military
Liaison Committee. Such a military

committee was authorized by the

Atomie Energy Act. It became so
powerful and was so devoted to the

idea of military control that it exer-

cised behind-the-scenes pressure for
giving the military establishment
custody and maintenance of all com-
pleted atomic bombs. (Hanson Bald-
win, in the N. Y. Times, June 10,
1948.)

The Military- Liaison Committee
prefers either to be elimmqud and
have military men serve directly on
the Atomic Energy Commission, or fo
have the commlssfon al:m]nd!e:l and
the whole project turned over to the
military establishment. ‘Despite’ the
military's desire to have complefe
control, there is already enough ac-
ceptance by the commission of mili-
tary jdeas thdt not one appeal to the
president has been taken. by the
Military Ligison Committee from any
action of the commission, though the
law provides for such an appeal.

And the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion-placed Brigadier General James
McCormack Jr. in charge of re-
search, development and application
of atomic energy for military pur-
poses. “The commission,” said the
Army and Navy Journal for Octo-
ber 30, 1948, “has given a soldier
complete supervision over one of the
most important phases of its work.”
(Next week: Military influence and

the Marshu" Plnnl
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By L. G. SMITH

Total subscriptions received for
LABOR ACTION during the week
ending December 10 are given below.
These include resubscriptions as well
as new ones. As most branches are
concentrating on selling the six-
month prepaid sub. cards, the Sub.
Score gives two poinis for, subs of
one year duration. The Single Sub.
column indicates how many individ-
uals have got subscriptions during
the week,

Sub.

Branch Score

Los Angeles .. .
Detroit e
Cleveland ..
ChIcaE0 e e T
Seattle ... .
San Francisco o
Buffalo o
Philadelphia _ 5
New York .
St Lowis ot
Morgantown _.
Bayonne, N. J.
Miscellaneous ...

Single
Sub.

=1 Wbk en

o
m[-b-hb-!mmmmqm.p.:.wu:
iNM'—‘wuphl—l

2]
-]

Totals i )

That's not bad, but it's a cinch that
the branches can do better. Remem-
ber this: it really doesn’t take much
effort to sell a sub to a friend, ac-
quaintance or shop-mate. And once
the sub is sold, the ideas of socialism
are brought to him or her once each
week. Members of a propaganda
league have one- main job to do::
propagandize. And that's what you
are doing when you sell a sub to LA,

When resubscribing - yourself, or
when you ask a subscriber to renew,
how about getting a year's sub in-
stead 'of six months. It- will save you
trouble in the long run, and it will
certainly save us trouble and expense
here in the office.

Please note the special holiday
book and sub offers advertised in the
paper. They are good offers, and at
a good saving. Give the matter a lit-
tle thought. Is there anyone to whom
you could give or sell one of these
combination offers? And don't over-
look yourself,

Remember, they are good only
till January 1st. If you intend to or-
der one or more of them, don’t put
it off. Sit right down and send in your
order with- the cash,

YOUTH and
student CORNER

By JOLIUS FALK, National Secretary SYI

The Conference on Democracy in Education

On December 17 and 18 there will
be a student conference in New York
called the Cohference on Democracy
in Education. The origins of this stu-
dent affair are vague, though there
is reason to believe that it was origi-
nally inspired by two Stalinist-con-
trolled organizations: the Association
of Internes and Medical Students
(AIMS) and‘the Student Division of
the National Lawyers Guild. These
two organizations (or individuals
from them) undertook the organiza-
tion of several pre-conference plan-
ning meetings which saw the broad-
ening of the list of sponsoring organ-
izations.

At the last planning meeting there
were approximately 50 representa-
tives of student groups from the New
York campus. Of these 50, the major-
ity were non-Sta.lmlsts and militant
anti-Stalinists. There is no doubt,
though, that if the Stalinists had
‘wanted to pack these loosely organ-
med meetmgs they could have done
so with ease. Whether their failure
to do so wis a matter of tactics or
of inefficiency is not clear.

The conference will be divided into
four panels. Each participating club
is entitled to send one delegate to
each panel. The problems and reso-
lutions to be discussed and voted on
at the panels are: (1) discrimination
against minority groups in the aca-
demic world; (2) academic freedom,
(3) student economic difficulties; (4)
the effect of international tensions on
education. The fourth panel on inter-
national tensions was pressed for by
the Stalinists with the obvious plan
of using it as a sounding board for
their pro-Russian line. However,
judging by the sizable number of
anti-Stalinists who will be at the
conference this move may well prove
inconvenient for the Stalinists.

Following the panels there will be
several meetings which will be
capped by a forum-which is expected
to-attract several thousand students.

SPONSORS LISTED

Some of the educators spon;oring
the conference are: Reinhold Niebuhr
of Union Theological Seminary; Ar-
thur G. McGiffert, president of Chi-
cago Theological Seminary; Ran-

dolph C. Smith, director, Little Red
: Schoolhouse; Professor Goodwin Wat-

son of Columbia University’s Educa*

tion Department. On the speakers':

list for the final forum are other in-
dividuals of similar persuasion plus
a Stalinist and fellow traveler or two.

The organizations which have in-
dicated their support thus far are
varied, from the Young Progressives
of America to a large number of
socialist and anti-war clubs affiliated
with the New York Student Feder-
ation Against War. The latier organ-
ization expects to have its point of
view represented through approxi-
mately 40 delegates. In addition to
the above organizations, support has
come from several NAACP chapters,
Students for Democratic Action at

Brooklyn College, World Federalist
United Nations Council at Columbia,
the Columbia AVC, and a number of

others. The list is impressive but not
nearly what it should and could be.

The week-end conference will cli-
max the series of planning meetings
and students politicking wluch has
been going on with increasing exc:te-
ment and coni‘qswn for the past two
weeks. The confusion is to be found
primarily among the anti-Stalinist
clubs. ' i

A number of these clubs have re-
fused to participate in the conference
on the grounds that it is a Stalinist
front or, at the very least, is heavily
loaded with Stalinists. The claim that
it is a Stalinist front at this point is
inaccurate, for the percentage of con-
scious and militant anti- Stalinists
who are sponsoring the conference
is high. That it is heavily weighted
with' Stalinists is indisputable, How-
ever, the anfi-Stalinists who refuse
to sponsor the conference because
there are active Stalinists in it are
in actuality facilitating the Stalinists’
objective of using the conference,
and any permanent organization
which may develop out of it, for their
OWn pPurposes.

NO ABDICATION!
It is the same story of the disor-

ganized liberal who is terrified of

Stalinism and flees from it instead
of meeting it head on. If all the anti-
Stalinist clubs on the New York cam-
pus were to pool their forces within
the conference, the Stalinists could
be beaten on every issue.

Almost any student organization
can become a sponsor. It is a good
opportunity for liberals and social-
ists who agree on certain fundamen-
tal questions of democratic rights for
students to actually do something
about it and at the same time expose
the Stalinists who will attempt fo
take over. Nevertheless, the policy
of many student organizations re-
mains to abdicate in face. of the Sta-
linists. This policy has proved to be
more than negative—it is destruc-
tive. One example of this was the
withdrawal of the Columbia Student
Council from official sponsorship of
the conference, thereby enddngering
the conference’s access to the facili-
ties of Columbia Umversnty fur its
.panels and meeﬁngs ,

No student movement can exwt for
any extended period of time if it has
Stalinists and anti-Stalinists within

_it. The Stalinists on campus are no
less corrupt than their totalitarian.

mentors and everything they do in
an organization is directed toward
using it for their own totalitarian
ends, But there is no reason to be-
lieve that the Stalinists have the
strength to so abuse the conference
if the anti-Stalinists unite on a
broad but effective level. For then
the Stalinists could easily enough be
pushed aside by those student organ-
izations which are genuinely con-
cerned with the increasing encroach-
ments on academic freedom.

xmas benefit social for

muguzme of ihe n. y. sfudenf federg'l'mn ogumsi war

xmas eve, december 24, 8 p.m.
at 247 lexington ave., new york city .
(near 34th street)

subscri__pﬁon 89 cents

“everything for everybody"
dance Ilgll

chamber-music room

game room

refreshments

Get it EVERY week!

A sub to LABOR ACTION
is only $1 for 1 year

$1.00

4 Court Square

The FIGHT for SOEIAI.ISM

by Max Shachtman

A basic primer in the principles and
progrqm of Independent Socialism
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Cloth-bound $2.00
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Titoism and Independent Sogialism—Ili

PRO-TITOISM OUTSIDE

THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE

By HAL DRAPER . -,
- i

Titoism, as-national-Stalinism, has its n'npact not only in the satellite
states of the Russian empire. It has flowered also in the Stalinist movements
which do not have a state machine under them.

This development has its root in motivations which long antedate Yugo-
slav Titoism; but its current manifestations have reached the present level
only because of the 1mpetus provided by ‘the latter.

in Norwav. the general secretary of the Communist Party, Furubotn, and

~about haif the party Idadership have been purged as Titoist. In Italy ex-

.national ngllliﬂ's} movement. Such breaks as Bella Dodd's are likewise nothing -

"netic pull. The common factor is: the antagonism between the national Stalinist .

purHsun groups under the name af Frlends of YaQoslavw, uccorﬂmg to reports,
are arising inside the S'Iulmlsi‘ movemenl- similar repor?s frorn Frunce mdu:c‘le
similar shrrings. In what wdy is this relafed to Tciolsm?

The wiotivation of national Stalinism cutside the Russian empire (where
there is obviously no question of self-determination or national mdepend-
ence of a state power) can be illustrated by two problems which have in
recent years beset both the American and French CPs.

As we have discussed in LABOR ACTION in connection with the CIO
split, the Communist Party of the United States has been forced into a
suicidal split perspective by considerations basically of Russian foreign
policy. Even given the bureaucratic road taken by the Murray machine, the
reaction of the CP in orienting toward a split and even a poss1ble “third
federation” not only cannot be explained on the basis of any view of the
interests of American labor; it cannot even be explained on the basis of
the far narrower interests of the Communist Party of the U. S..

In imposing a split perspective on the CPUSA, the Russian masters in the
Kremlin are not only being scornful of the interests of American laber; they
are equally uninterested in the eﬂ‘eci of their policy on the future of +henr
own puppet party,

When Bella Dodd, formerly a leading woman trade- umon leader of thc
CP, broke with the party earlier this year, it was preclsely on t‘ms ground.
She did not break with Stalinism; she broke because Russia, f01 its own

party.

Or, to-“take the other example:
though it was based on entirely legitimate and necessary economic demands
of the workers, the means with which the strike was waged by the Stalinist
leadership of the CGT were detérmined by Russian forelgn policy “inter-
ests and not by the interests of French Ccp control in France, let alone
the interests of the French workers. When the Stalinist union leadership
ordered the flooding of the mines, it was a case of pure adventurist
economic sabotage designed to hamstring Malshall Plan 1ecove1y, it had
nothing to do with either the necessities of winning the miners’ demands
or with political opposition toé the Marshall Plan. Such pol1c1es have served
tremendously to weaken the French CP, and have served to bring the CP
to its present low point of influence as compared wlth the period after
the war.

TITOISM AND THE STATELESS CPs

It is an oversimplification to think of Stalinists (even the Stalinist
leaders) as being merely the puppets of Moscow. They act as such; but
for them the end goal is not simply service to Russia but, through it, the
achievement of Stalinist power in their own country. They too Want to Be
Like Stalin.

Where they act as puppets of Moscow, it is because they see the road
to Stalinist power at home as coming through the ever-greater power of
Russia. On this ground, many or most of them can still convince them-
selves that it is worthwhile to take a beating (as the U. S; and French CPs
have ‘had to take a beating) in order to enhance Russian power.

Above all, there was no way for them.of seemg that “Stalinist power”
and “Russian power” are separable terms. The rise of anti-Russian Titoism’
in Yugoqlavm and its stirrings elsewhere point to such a separation, en-
courage it, give it a new center toward which to look.

Discontent in the Communist Parties against dictation from Moscow is
nothing new, even s)q_ce the consolidation of Stalin's control in the inter-

(1

new. But they have been given a tremendous. IMPETUS by the fact that their
motivation is similar to Titoism, and so Titoism exercises a compelling mag--

interests and the Interests of Russian imperialist nationalism. Generalized
thus, Titoism has a common basis whether or not the dissident Stalinists do
or do not have a state pov.'er under their feef. It is equully national-Stalinism.

Naturally, we have been speakmg of the direction of a tendency and

'not evaluating degrees of possibility. Where Titoism is raging in Eastern

Europe, it is (at least as yet) only nibbling at the stateless Communist
Parties. Vietory for national-Stalinists in a satellite state means ‘that
they control their own state; victory for national-Stalinists in (say) the
American or French CP merely means control of a party under attack in
a hostile capitalist environment, with no power to turn to. Outside the
Russian empire, Titoism will lead to great discontent, individual bteaks,
even group breaks, but is much less hkely to lead to the actual conversion
of a CP into a T:tmst party.

TITOISM AND THE NEO-STALINIST TENDENCY

Rather, the Stalinist elements thus broken from the CPs by Titoism
in the capitalist countries will, T think, tend to merge into another current
set in motion by Titoism.

We have been discussing thus far the appeal of Titoism in the Com-
munist Parties themselves, first inside the Russian satellite dominion, and
then ontside it. But Titoism has had important effects outside the ranks of
the ‘CPs, among those elements who have cOme to be known as neo- -Stalin-
ists (not exactly the same as the common de&ugnatlon “fellow travelers”
though the two overlap).

In the United States it is highly mterestmg to find that four promi-
nent leaders and personalities of the ill-fated Wallace movement have gone
over to Tito: 0. John Rogge, Jo' Davidson, Louis Adamlc, and William
Gailmor. The number of those who are less prominent is undoubtedly rela-
tively great. In England, the very model of a modern neo-Stalinist, Konni
Zilliacus, has come out for Tito. In France, such well-known fellow-traveling
intellectuals as Jean Cassou, Claude Aveline and Martin-Chauffier have de-

clared for Belgrade as against Moscow, None of these people have changed

their views one whit by so doing.

What is characteristic of the neo-Stalinist type is that he has been drawn.

into the Stalinist orbit of sympulhy (while often repelled by Russian totali-

tarianism) not by soclalist ideals, even mistaken ones; not by a mumpului:on.

of his pro-workmg-cluss ?deofogy. which he nevér pussessed' buf by his revo!l
against the degeneruhﬁg capitalism in the midst of ‘which hé lives. He'looks
toward planning as the key ‘to the difficulties of the social system, and Russia
appears to him as the ur:helype of ‘a planned soeiefy. He looks to the’ sl-ui-e
to take hold ‘and’ fix things up. and in Russia thé sfate has taken hold.

He may be repelled” by the accompanymg ‘totalitariaiism, but he is
attracted by the feeling of the new possibilities inherent 'in a completely
statified economy. Russia shows the'way . . . it shows a progressive way out
of the impasse of capitalism . .. it is therefore “progressive” . it is
even “economic¢ demoeracy” without political democracy (Wallace). . .

- U. S. Deports

in the last miners’ strike in France, '

ECA at Work

Although it has been very hush-
hush, Washington has been pushing
the ECA in collaboration with Great
Britain, to provide the wherewithal
for a big port development job in
Portuguese East Africa. Until last
year, Britain owned the port con-
cession at Beira, but sold it to the
Portuguese for about $16;000,000.

Although nobody’s talking, a three-
fold aim is invelved. Should war
come, a large port out of easy bomb-
ing range would be a strategic asset.
Furthermore, the area produces hoth
chrome and copper, strategic war
minerals. Finally, long-term plans are
being worked out for an eventual
railway tieup between the port and
Northern Rhodesia. (Socialist Leader,
Nov. 19.)

Four days ‘after Holland formally
set up its puppet Republic of Indo-
nesia, the Indonesian community in
the United States was hit by the U. S.
Immigration and Naturahzatlon Serv-

ice. The bureau 'sent out ]ette1s order-
'ing many of the Indoneslans in the

country to report to Elhs fsland “in
complete readiness 1'01 dﬂportdtlon ?
 This' national gloup barred. .from

'muzenshlp by the ;remnants of ‘the.
‘Oriental Exclusion Act, has heen pro-

!_tectcd over the last thrae years by the:
narrow national interests, was 1mposmg a su1c1dal pohcy on the Amerlcal{ :

Workers Defense League, which has
repeatedly made representafions to
Washington in its behalf and has
secured the posting of bonds for
many of its members. (WDL Bulle-
tin.)

Estonian Resistance

As a result of the mass deporta-
tions of last March and 'April, Esto-
nians have gone into hiding in the
woods, forming new groups of resist-
ance together with Germans who
have escaped from POW camps. So
reports the Stockholm newsletter
“Behind the Iron Curtain,” on No-
vember 4, with no further details on
the political character of the move-
ment.

The partisan movement was strong-
est in Estonia in 1945 and 1946, grad-
ually subsided in 1947-48 (when ag-
ricultural collectivization made it
harder for the peasants to supply '
them with food), and now-appears to.
be taking a new lease on life.

In Norway's CP

The London periodical '“East

Eurtpe,” in its issue of November 10,

adds some detalls to the news of the
recent split in the Norwegian Com-
munist Party, as follows:

“It seems that the Norwegian Com-

‘munists have been divided into two

main groups. One, faithful to Moscow,
has been led by the chairman of the
party, Strand Johansen, and eleven
of its members have been deputies of
the Storting. The other, led by the
secretary-general of the party, Per

‘Furboten, has younger and more mili-

tant members, who have formed a
paramilitary organization.

“The recent Norwegian election, in
which not one Communist deputy was
returned, cdused a profund split in

the party. The Johansen group was
afraid that the Furboten group would
murder its leaders. Prior to the
election, although the parliamentary
group was sceptical, Furboten was
confident of Communist success. After
the electoral disaster Furboten’s fol-
lowers accused Johansen’s followers
of inefficiency, and threatened re-
prisals. At the end of October Fur-
boten and his entourage resigned their
party offices, whereupon the Central
Committee expelled them and called
an extraordinary party meeting. After
a viplent discussion Furboten’s fol-
lowers walked out, and the meeting
suspended their membership.
“Meanwhile the chairman of the
party, Johansen, went in fear of his
life, and decided to go into hiding.
But the strain was too much for him
—his nerves cracked, his mind gave
way, he became viplent 'and a police

ambulance took him to a lunatm.

asylum, where he still is.”

Call the Dope Squad

On September 15, the Stalinist pre-
mier of Albania, Enver Hoxha, an-
nounced that he had solved the prob-
lem of the wvarious religions in the
‘country. The state would support all
the churches "and pay the “people’s
clergy"—provided said churches were
“national, patriotic and independent.”

That is, provided the dealers in the
“opium of the people” retailed only
the Moscow brand of opium,

Home Front Casualties

“Oné’ American worker continues
to be killed or crippled every four
minutes and one injured every 15
seconds,” Clinton Golden, ECA labor
adviser, told a meeting of industrial
hygiene experts in Pittsburgh on No-
vember 23. Job injuries during the
year reached 1,950,000 and caused 16,-
500 dedaths as well as 86,000 perma-
nent disabilities,

Storm Signal

Jobless workeérs who have exhaust-
ed their unemployment benefits now
number a record total of 500,000,
These exhaustions, coming in a pe-
riod of prosperity and high employ-
ment, are a storm-signal for lany fu-
ture depression period.

How high these exhaustive figures
are is 1nd1cated by a comparison with
1948, when they were 200,000 to 250,-
000 for the country as a whole each
qliarter. From 369,000 in the January-
March guarter of thm year, they

" jumped to 423,000 for 'April-June and

to 500,000 for J uly-September,
A!.l labor must wage the ﬁght for

uniform amount and duration of pay-

ments and an increase in weekly. ben-"
efits.

Chiid Labor

In Buffalo, children of 7 or 8 are
gathered into open trucks before
dawn, driven thirty-five miles and
put to work in fields from sunrise to
sunet. Over three thousand children
were illegally employed on farms last
year. These facts came out at a hear-
ing before the Joint Legislature Com-
mittee on Labor and Industry last
week in New York City. .

Democracy is preferable and maybe even Russia will eventually get it if
left alone by Wall Street; in any casé its absence in Russia is to be de-
plored but aside from such regrettable features Russia shows the way.

And in all this, the fate of the working class plays no role whatever for
these neo-Stalinists, no more than it did for them before they became

neo-Stalinists.
MADE TO ORPER

This pohtxcal tendency became pro-Russian-appeasement in their for-
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eign policy (while remaining no less American patriots at bottom) not
because of the “socialist” facade of Stalinism but because of its bureau-
cratic-collectivist realities. They are attracted by Stalinismas a social system,
not by the power of Russian imperialism. As lung as the two were insep-
arable in practice, they could not separate them in thought. It is Tito who
‘has separated.the two inh practice.

For ﬂwse Ideologu:al representatives’ of the pull of Stalinist bureaucratic
coilechvum ‘on qur times, Tdéjsm is made -to order. It offers the same ‘social
sy‘sl‘em, but not wifh !he deploruble Russian frnmmings. which ‘are especially
dlscaﬂceﬂlng to Amgr!etm ism. today.

“Titoism'is ho' Tesg Sta mst ‘thdn the Russian system. That is why it
appeals to this stratum; and fo others beyond it. At the same time, Titoism
is sational-Stalinism. Our subjects are released from the imputation of
being Russian’ patriots, which they are not and have not been. The neo-
Stalinist tendency runs into and merges with pro- -Titoism on the common
basis: attraction to bureaucratic collectivism as a social system, opposition
to Russian nationalism and its requirements where these conflict with them.

For them, Titoism is not a disease of Stalinism, to be cheered as such.
It is Stmlinism, their Stalinism, or closer to it, their very own. Through
them it becomies a disease of liber alism, from wluch the neo-Stalinist ten-
dency flows on the one mde whilé on the other sidé it flows into the swamp

linism.
of %?3 have now discussed the impact of Titolism on (1) the Stalinist

arties based on the satellite states; (2) the Stalinist parties outside the
(3) the neo-Stalinist tendency outside the Stalinist parties.

'—:‘

P
satellite states ¥

(Nexl- week pro-Titoism among the anti-Stalinists)
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By SAM FELIKS

The pattern of Stalinist confession-
trial was set forth once more, this
time in Bulgaria. Following close on
the heels of the Rajk trial in Hun-
gary and the Sarajevo trial in Yugo-
slavia has come the trial of Traicho
Kostov.

This time the script did not come
off as was expected. The star per-
former, Kostov, former No. 2 man
in the satellite state, refused to play
the part and pleaded not guilty—af-
ter having made the usual confes-
sion which was the green light for
the trial. He admitted guilt for “ideo-
logical errors” but demed being a
police agent.

These trials are a reflection of the
growing difficulties that are plaguing
the Stalinist parties of the. Comin-
form bloc. The Russian campaign for
the integration of these satellites into
the Russian economy is meeting with
growing resistance from elements
among the indigenous Stahmst bu-
reaucrats. The 'drive against Titoism
is' meeting’ with only lukewarm re-
sponse "followitig the short-ran fail-
ure of Russia to crush the Yugoslav
defection.’

Not -only has the drive for anti-
Titoism been meeting with- a tepid
response but Titoism (that is; na-
tional-Stalinism) is on the rise. Sym-
pathy for the Tito brand of Stalin-
ism is manifesting itself among all
Stalinist parties, the latest being the
French CP, where a denunciation was
issued this past week against “Titoist
deviationists.™

“NO IMAGINATION”

The difficulties faced by the Bul-
garian CP have been manifesting
themselves since early summer. The
peasant resistance to the bureaucratic
establishment of farm cooperatives
has resulted in a decrease in the total
acreage under cultivation. Bulgaria,
which in pre-war times was a grain-
exporting area, now has to import
grains. Following the June plenum
of the Bulgarian CP, there was a de-
cision to cease setting up cooperatives
and to return much of this land back
to private cultivation.

The Yugoslavs, who have had the
outstanding experience with Russian
pressure on this score, have issued a
ll:mg blast at the Kostov trial. Vladi-
mlr Dediicr, director of mformatlon.
said on December 6 that "the aim of
the trial in Sofia. is to place Bulgaria
in an even more unequal_position in
relation to the Soviet Union, subor-
dinate’ the Bulgarian government
<completely to the NKVD, suppress
the voice of those Bulgarian Com-
munists and patriots who are fighting
for relations of equality between
‘Bulgaria and the Soviet Union, and
find jusiification for the difficult eco-
nomic situation prevajling in' Bul-
garia,”

This Titoist also went on to con-
demn ‘“the methods used in the So-
fia trial [which] ;show the complete
lack of imagination of the organizers
of the trial. It is nothing but a rep-
lica of the Budapest trial.” However,
for a first effort the Titoists them-
did not do too badly in the trial of
the White Guardists, reported last
week, It is in anticipation that we
look forward to the “imagination”
which is to be demonstrated when
Tito may bring his star performers,
Zujovic and Hebrang, to court,

The overwhelming majority of the
Bulgarian defendants held positions
in the economy, trade, construction,
bank and industry. The major empha-

The Army Is Willing

CHICAGO, Nov. 28.—A signed article
in the Chicago Tribune, by Walter
Trohan, today stated that “The De-
fense Depaitment has plans for a
military dictatorship if war should
come with a devastating atomic
attack on the national capital.”

“One of the nation's outstanding
military leaders” is quoted as telling
the correspondent that “the military
will take over under disaster plans
if civil government is blasted.”

The plan is based on the heavy
concentration of the government in
the mile from the White House to
the capitol building, all of which
could be blasted by a Nagasaki-type
bomb. An attempt at dispersal of
federal agencies would necessitate a
public-works program far surpassing
the pre-war PWA.

Defense Secretary Johnson has
publicly spoken of such disaster plans
as bemg “in the course of prepara-
tion.” They provide for army control
of given areas or on a national Scale
if necessary.

AMA War Chest

For the first time in the history of
the American Medical Association,
its House of Delegates has established
an annual dues rate of $25 for its
142,000 members. The anticipated in-
come of $3,000,000 is to be used “to
meet the ‘constantly increasing re-
sponsibilities of the AMA on a broad
front.” (N. Y. Times, Dec. 9.) But,
basing ourselves on past experience,
it's a sure thing that organized Big
Medicine is going to pour its money
into the campaign against health in-
surance,

‘He found Rankovitch

mtes ( onfessroa
-Tito ITrial

goslavia was partlally admltted by
Kostov. He stated that, the . dlﬂej:ence
between the Yugoslavs and the .Bul-
gars at the 1946 meeting in Belgrade

#was that Tito wanted to annex Pirin
(Bulgarian) Macedonia,, while. the
Bulgars wants to exchange the Pirin
region for territory ceded to Yugo-
slavia after World War 1. It also adds
more detail to the policy pursued by
Tito in the Balkans.

sis of the charges was a reflection
of the inter‘nal difficulties of the Sta-
linist regime. This, in turn, was
amalgamated with the charges of be-
ing “imperialist agents” and “police
informers.”

KOSTOV VS. TITO

In the refusal of Kostov to confess
at the trial, it is to be noted that he
did confess to what are almost plau-
sible charges: hostility toward Rus-
sia, certain errors in respect to peas-
ant policy and allowing hostile ele-
ments to infiltrate the CP. However,
he refused to budge on the “imperial-
ist agent” accusation. This, however,
was a decisive point. The Russian
overseers had to show that anyone
who makes these mistakes, or pur-
sues a hostile policy toward Russia,
MUST be an imperialist agent from
at least 1932.

Open antagonism has been demon-
strated between Tito and Kostov.
Tito has openly denounced Kostov
as a police agent of long standing
about whom Tito tried to warn the
Russians., Kostov, on the other hand,
found little to admire in the Titoists.
(Tito’s GPU
head) to be "a. man of limited capa-
bilities.”

‘Kostov's area of agreement with
Tito may have been on the necessity
of a Balkan federation. But in this
concept each may have found a dif-
ferent meaning. Tito conceived of the
Balkan federation as an area for his
private imperialist plans in which
Yugoslavia would be the dominant
nation.

Thus one of the charges that Kos-
tov wanted to annex Bulgaria to Yu-

INDUSTRIAL KILLER

BUSINESS NEGLECT CAUSED

TOBACCO SABOTEURS

The other defendants, who did con-
fess, indicated the “lack of imagina-
tion” about which the Titoists com-
mented. They became anti- Russian
agents, they said, because Kostov
produced documents “proving” that
they were police agents in the past.

The trial also produced some inter-
esting evidence as to what is consid-
ered anti-Russian espionage. Angel
Timov, former director of the state
tobacco monopoly, said that on Kos-
tov's orders he visited Finland, ‘Swe-
den, Denmark Czechoslovakm, Hun-
gary and Rumama. and had sold Bul-
garian tohacco These sales, he said,
exhausted stocks and caused non-tul-
fillment of the Bu]garlan Russtan
agreement. It is now to be assumed
that the Bulgars were looking for
something they could use in exchange "
for their tobacco.

These trials cannot solve any of
the economic difficulties that face the
East European satellites of the Rus-
sian empire but are a manifestation
of the underlying’ crisis of Stalinism.
Further trials can be expected in
Czechoslovakia and Poland as the
process of Russification is pushed in
those areas.

FIW"H¥ % DONORA SMOG DISASTERS

Despite the cautious wording of the recently published reports by air-
pollution scientists and the U, S, Public Health Service on last year’s
smog deaths in Donora, Pennsylvania, three points stand out clearly:

(1) capitalist greed was responsible for the disaster;

(2) the same thing can happen again in many cities and towns in this
:mmtry. i

(3) smog is shortening the lives of countless thousands of human beings.

Air pollution in Donora was investigated by government agencies in
October 1948, when in a four-day period, twenty persons had died and
5,190 of the 13,000 inhabitants in the area became violently sick from
breathing the “black cloud.” In addition to the human beings, 250 chickens,

.ten dogs and other animals died during the four days.

The evidence indicates clearly, according to the government reports,
that the assassin was a combination of simple sulphur dioxide and other
irritant gases which pour out of factory chimneys in Donora as in thousands
of communities like it. Other assassins that can cause smog are the solid
particles or iron oxide, zine oxide, silicates and carbon—all of them very
common substances in everyday factory smoke in almost every city and. -
town. These substances, plus the weather, can cause another Donora tragedy
anywhere, g

LIVES SHORTENED?

Tragedies such as Donora will not occur very frcquenle the reports
assure us. Less dramatically, but more 1mpor1:ant however, is the .fact that
the oxides and other irritant gases in the air decrease the span of peoples’
lives and increase the number of diseases—with no one being aware of it.
And that is going on in every industrial community, every day.

Donora is an excellent example of this fact. If the mass tragedy of 40
per cent of its population’s becoming violently sick had not struck Donora,
no one would have checked the death records of the town for the last few
years or sought out other health statisties there.

When the government investigated the weather reports of the four-day
perwd of the #rdgedy, it discovered that the town had similar weather con-
ditions five years ago. When the death ‘records for that period were mvesi_‘i
gchd. i# was found that there were twice as many deaths then as in @
nurmul mon h.

An investigation of cities and industrial towns would produce some very
interesting facts. Wherever there is any air pollution it will be found that
more persons will be suffering from heart conditions and asthma in
comparison to the national average. The span of human life will be shorter,

# .too, of ecourse, in those communities.

Air-pollution . experts have pointed these things out over a period of
years, but capitalist propaganda and bribery have permitted this situation
to get worse and worse. A few government officials have pointed out the
reasons for the complete disregard for human lives. Dr. Louis McCabe of
the United States Bureau of Mines at a recent meeting accused big
business and its poht:cal lackeys of “thwarting all campaigns because they
fear eradication costs.”

At another meetmg of air-pollution scientists, at- Leland Stanford
University, Pasadena, California, the entire blame for this inhuman
situation was placed on capitalism. Speaker after speaker pointed out that
big business is joining anti-pollution committees being set up by an aroused
public to delay the work and defeat the purpose of the committees. That
big business has hired engineers to write lengthy papers on the “minutiae”
of the problem; that trade journals are attacking anti- pollution experts
as “do-goodness”; and that boss-controlled committees in various communi-
ties are giving factories and industries a clean bill of hedlth.

Air pollution can be overcome umnedmtely, but the owners of the mills,
factories and refineries don’t want to spend the money. Labor must make
it one of its demands. The health of its families and the entire community
are involved. It is an important demand and should not be neglected.

LABOR ACTION
A Paper In the Interest of Soclalism
Published Woeekly by the Labor Action Publltilu Co.
114 West 14th Street, New York City 11, N. Y.
GENERAL OFFICES: 4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N, Y.
Tel.. IRonsides 6-5117°

December 19, 1949

Editor: Hal Draper
Asst, Editors: Mary Bell, ‘L. G. Smith
Edit. Bd.: Hal Druper. Emanuel Garrett, Albert Gates
1 Business Manager L. G. Smith
. ubscn tion Rate: $1.00 a Year; S0c for Six Mo_nthl ($1. 25 und
S p 65¢c for Canada and Foreign)”’

d at Second-Class Matter, May 24, 1840, at the Post Oﬂea
Re—enter:t New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1874..

Yol. 13, No. 51

b
A4
2

R SR T R L

e S

e



TR

Pege £

L PP T TR S VUL IOy i oM £ (1 P L ] o e A

LABOR ACTION

P A S Wl i s et e &

December 19, 1949

Gov. Warren s Jobless Solution
Delights Private Enterprise

By A. GARBER

Armed with over a month’s accum-

ulat;pn of research lata on the prob-
Jem of increasing unemployment in
.the State of California, a two-day
iconference called by Governor War-
ren came up with an answer of re-
ducing taxes on investment capital
‘as the means of solving unemploy-
ment, Other recommendations by the
state-wide conference fell directly in
line with this major proposal. They
included suggestions to secure
greater efficiency in government by
economizing in tax expenditures, to
eliminate alleged chiselers on the un-
employment insurance rolls, to ex-
amine state pensions, relief and un-
employment insurance “in the light
of their possible stimulation of mi-
gration to California,” and to reduce
freight rates on heavy industrial and
agrieultural cargo. Thus what had
been hailed weeks in advance as a
forthright effort to swoop down upon
a social problem before it grew out
of hand, developed into no more than
-a public-sponsored forum for the
policies of the business interests
within the state.

In contrast to the proposals of the
Governor's conference, the State Fed-
eration of Labor presented a full em-
ployment program for California. The
Federation advocated the mainten-

- ance of consumer purchasing power
by calling for higher wages, lower
prices, a seventy-five cent per hour
minimum wage, and shorter hours. In
addition, the State Federation of
Labor recommended the enactment

* of a State pre-paid medical care plan,
the full use of funds and aids avail-
able under the 1949 Housing Act, o
broader and carefully planned public
works program, the continuance of
apprentice training, and a special law
making available farm surpluses to
unemployed and low-income families.

The Conference completely disre-
garded this program, except for one
séction on minority groups which
took up the Federation’s proposal
for state and local FEPC leglslatwn
and endorsed it. Of course, in its pas-
sive approach to the unemployment
problem, the State Federation called
for industrial peace and cooperation
between labor and management to
dchieve common aims. Here the Fed-
eration found a hearty response in
the Conference which proposed that
}ahm-management difficulties be
smoothed out in order to attract new
industries to the state. But despite
this tottering plank in its employ-
ment program, the recommendations
of the Federation of Labor aimed
at the wiping out of unemployment
in the state, whereas the Governor's
conference flouted the issue and be-
came just another lobby for the
vested interests.

CALIFORNIA JOBLESS RISE

dnemployment in California has
shown a continual increase during
the past six months. According to
the latest figures released by the
State Employment Service for the
month of November, almost 350,000
workers are jobless, with the pros-
pect that the total number of un-
employed will reach six hundred
thousand by March, 1950. In the
San Francisco Bay area alone over
fifty-six thousand are seeking work
through the State Employment
Offices. Eleven per cent are Negroes
and about twenty-two per cent,
veterans.

In his opening address to the two
thousand representatives at the Con-
ference, Warren declared that all
segments of the state’s economy had
gathered “in the spirit of a town
meeting.” A glance at the leading
elements at the Conference reveals
that the Governor’s town meeting
represented a select group, rather
than a democratic one. Of the eigh-
teen working sections of the Con-
ference, only one was headed by a
representative of labor, C. J. Hag-
gerty, State AFL- Secretary. Seven
sections were headed by representa-
tives of private industry and includ-
ing the president of the S. and W.
Fine Foods, a farm equipment execu-
tive, and the president of the Plomb
Tool Company. The rest of the sec-
tions were chaired by professors,
political figures, and the Director of
the Catholic Welfare Bureau. The
coordination of all the sections was
left in the hands of Leonard Fire-
stone, Los Angeles industrialist;
Colonel Heron, executive of the
Crown-Zellerbach Corporation and
E. E. Olsen of the faculty of the
University of Southern California.

It is significant that the maiorrzro-
posals came from those conference
sections headed by business repre-
sentatives. Out of the group on trade,
finance and service arose the recom-
mendation that the Governor appoint
a committee to consider the entire
Federal, State and Local tax structure
with the obieefive of revising all taxes
which serve as deterrents to invest-
ment capital. Such’a suggestion ap-
pears as a logical appreach to wn-
employment once the composition of
that group is revealed. The Southern
California representatives serving as
consultants in that section included
the president of the Founders Fire
and Marine Insurance Company, the
general manager of Miliron's West-
chester, a vice president of the Bank
of America, and an attorney for the
baking industry. What can lambs
expect here?

Condensed from a talk delivered
by radio news commentator A.
Garber over radio station KPFA-
FM (Berkeley, California). Garber
can be heard by all residents of
the San Francisco Bay Area over
this station every Thursday eve-
ning at 7:45—101 on your dial.,

Governor Warren made clear in

his initial remarks that he refused
to consider a public works program
an answer to the problem of unem-
ployment. He tossed the issue to
private business by saying, “. . . .it
is and should be private jobs that
we seek to create.”” He puffed with
pride, of course, when he outlined
the state’s: current construction pro-
gram which calls for a total of two
hundred angd twenty-fivé million
dollars to be spent this year on high-
ways and buildings. Considering Cali-
fornia’s position as the second most
populated state in the U. 8. and the
first state in automobile transporta-
tion with over four million registered
cars, one can see how piddling a
public works program this is, let
alone a solution to the needs of the
unemployed. Why, if all this con-
struction money were to go for jobs
for the unemployel, it would scarcely
provide two and one-half months
wages. Warren’s purpose throughout

his speech was to shift the burden
of creating jobs to the local com-
munities, a responsibility they, too,
cannot and will not handle.

California’s job conference, which
was attended by representatives from
the Federal Government and neigh-
boring states, and around which
national interest centered, finally
closed with the recommendation that
it be reconvened in December, 1950.
And Governor Warren moved into
another show-case role in his con-
ference on sex crimes. By Tuesday
he will prepare his canned weekly
radio address to the sovereign people
of California on the firm steps taken
toward solving the unemployment
question and the Oakland Tribune
will give him an inside streamer.

As for the three hundred and fifty
thousand unemployed? They can be
thankful that their plight served to
bring together business and publie
officials in a closer embrace. Their
rolls will be more carefully examined
for “chiselers.” They may have their
compensation or relief reduced. But
they may have contributed by easing
the tax burden or' investment capital.
And the solution to unemployment?
That still rests with the working
classes in their trade unions, their
own relief and unemployment action,
and their continued battle with the
predatory interests that dominate
the state.

Liberal Stalinophobia” Weakened Fight
On Feinberg Law, Helping CP Line

By PHILIP COBEN

Some parts of the story behind the
action of the New York Supreme
Court in declaring the “anti-subver-
sive” Feinberg Law unconstitutional
underline a few points about how to
fight Stalinism—and how not to fight
it.

The Feinberg Law is the act
passed by the New York state legis-
lature which provided for the crea-
tion of a list of “subversive organ-
izations,” membership in which would
disqualify a teacher from working in
the public school system. It likewise
provided for periodical purges (to
use the Russian term) or periodical
“checkups” (to use the American eu-
phemism) to make sure that the
school system was pure and untaint-
ed. Its effect, obviously, would be to
organize' an ideological reign of ter-
ror among teachers, to straitjacket
them into toeing the line and avoid-
ing any possible imputation of sub-
versive ideas. In fact, it had begun
to have this effect before even being
put into effect.

Faced with this clear and present
danger to civil liberties, there were
not a few liberals in the educational
system who were opposed ot it. As
Judith Crist writes in the current
issue of The Nation:

“Although there are at least three
reliable liberals on New York City’s
nine-man school board, only one,
Charles J. Bensley, dared speak open-
ly against the Feinberg Law as an
‘ill-conceived’ piece of legislation. He
did this on September 15; in March,
when the law was under considera-
tion by the board, he had voted in
approval. [“Reliable liberals” indeed,
as anyone can see.—P. C.] The state
commissioner of education and many
members of the Board of Regents
were known te be opposed to the
proposed. bill from the start, but all
were silent. The individual teacher
knew, of course, that he could not
with any safety speak out against a
law that in the near future could be
applied against him.”

None of these liberals who pri-
vately condemned it was willing io
undertake the fight against the law.
(Quite apart from the main point we
want to make, we should refer at this
point to the inability of some peo-
ple, including self-styled liberals, to
understand how Germans who were
opposed to Nazism yet “tolerated”
its existence so long—that is, did not
revolt against it; in the case of our
American “reliable liberals” and the
Feinberg Law, there was not even
the threat of a concentration camp
involved.)

AFL TEACHERS PULL OUT

One reason, Miss Crist.(who is a
member of the staff of the anti-sub-
versive New York Herald Tribune)
points out, is that the said liberals
did not dare “ally” themselves with
the Communist Party, which was the
main butt of the Feinberg Law. The
liberal logic was clear: the Feinberg
Law is directed against the CP; the
CP ‘naturally opposes it; we liberals
oppose it too; but opposition means
alignment with the CP; this is un-
thinkable, because “Haven't we lib-
erals yet learned to stay away from
united fronts with the Communists?”

One result of this twisted logic was
that when a Democratic politician
with-.some liberal principles (not a
Stalinist), State Senator Fred G. Mor-
itt of Brooklyn, attempted to organize
a non-Stalinist committee to bring a
taxpayers’ suit against the law, he
ran into the other kind of “princi-
pled liberals” who would rather see
civil liberties torn to tatters than
taint themselves with the Stalinists.

Moritt’s plan was for the Catholic,

Protestant and Jewish educators in

his group to file an affidavit attesting °

to their non-Communist status., This
concession to the prevailing political
psychosis, repulsive as it would once
have been to liberalism, was not
enough for some in his entourage.
The Catholic in the “group refused
Moritt's invitation when he found
that he would be allied with mem-
bers of the American Labor Party.
The legislative representative of the
AFL Teachers Guild, Abraham Lef-
kowitz, backed out because the CIO
Teachers Union (Stalinist-controlled)
was participating. When Moritt also
organized a committee of 55 promi-
nent clergymen, lawyers and writers,
Mrs. Rebecca Simonson of the Teach-
ers Guild resigned from the commit-
tee because “there are on the com-
mittee those who have not proved
themselves to be  true defende1s of
democracy.”

Fortunately, this attitude was taken
only by some. Dr. Bryn Hovde of
the New School for Social Research,
Richard S. Childs of the Citizens
Union, the Rev. John Haynes Holmes
and Arthur Garfield Hays and others
remained to press the suit.

When Justice Schirick of the New
York Supreme Court handed down
his decision, he was passing jointly
on the Moritt- organized taxpayers’
suit and on the petition of the Com-
munist Party, both of which were
before him. If the AFL teachers and
their co-thinkers had had their way,
the Communist Party would have
been alone in pressing the unconsti-
tutionality of the law.

STALINOPHOBIA AND SUICIDE

There are few enough things today
which redound to the credit of the
CP, or which the CP can even use
to refurbish its credit, but its claim
to' being the only proponent of civil
liberties is certainly the card on
which it counts most. This fraudu-
lent claim by the outfit which acts
as the puppet of’ the totalitarian des-
potism in the Kremlin is given cur-
rency, not by any merits of its own
but precisely by the cowardice and
stupidity of so many liberals in hand-
ing them the issue on a silver platter.

Few things highlight this shame-
ful state of affairs better than the
fight on the Feinberg Law, since the
Moritt group implied no united front
with the. Communist Party. If the
presence of Stalinists or Stalinist
sympathizers in any otherwise lauda-
ble enterprise is to be-considered a
“united front with the Communist
Party,” if every such enterprise is to
be thrown into the same bucket with
the transparent and hypocritical
front-for-this-and-that organized by
the CP, the preservation of demo-
cratic rights in this country will
simply be sacrificed to the cold-war
hysteria—which sacrifice is in fact
going on apace—to the greater glory
of Stalin and the further deteriora-
tion of what is left of American lib-
eralism.

What is evident here is something
which can accurately be termed pure
and simple Stalinophobia: that is, the
sacrifice of every other consideration
for the sake of a sterilized anti‘Sta-
linism. Not ‘the least thing wrong
with this is that it is completely and
utterly incapable of fighting Stalin-
ism—it can only aid it.

Part of the fight of Independent
Socialists for consistent democracy is
the realization that the presence of
the Stalinists in a struggle for -eivil
liberties is no reason for staying out
of that struggle; on the contrary, it
is an added reason for taking that
struggle AWAY from the Stalinists,
who wish only to use it for the pur-
poses of their own totalitarian dema-
gogy.

By GEORGE BATES

The United Mine Workers' welfare
and pension fund has been discussed

-in millions of lines in the capitalist

newspapers in recent months. Editors
have written editorials and reporters
have put together hundreds of stories
—all on how much the fund costs the
mine owners and how bureaucrati-
cally John L. Lewis handles the fund.
But very, very little has appeared on
what the fund is actually accomplish-
ing.

With this article we hope to en-
courage a series of more detailed and
analytical articles by tracing a few
of the important happenings in what
is perhaps one of the biggest devel-
opments in recent years in the trade
union field and far more important
that the UMW pension fund or those
of the United Auto Workers or the
United Steel Workers.

Everyone who knows the mining
areas of this country is aware that
medical and health conditions are in-
tolerable. Even doctors and social
workers, for the past half century,
have described the situation as
“shocking” and “deplorable.”

The death rate of miners has been
50 per cent higher than that of the
general population. The - average
death age of miners is 55 years,
whereas the average for this coun-
try’s male population is 65 years.
Life insprance rafes for miners run
high. A miner has to pay almost
THREE TIMES as much for the same
amount of insurance as a worker
would who works in a non-hazardous
industry.

Hundreds of surveys have been con-
ducted in the mining areas over many,
years by government bodies and by
well-meaning outfits. They all de-
plored the situation, but nothing ever
came of it. The absence of hospitals,
clinies and doctors, and the financial
impossibility of the miners and their
families to obtain health and medical
care has too often been described to
go into detail here,

Today things are a bit different, for
the fund has.been in operation for
close to three years.

The American press has been full
of stories about the, medical health
plan of Eng'l'and The
hayve tried to write comedy around
the free tuupees and false teeth and
the reactions of the Enghsh pharma-
_cists and doctqrs who work undm the
plan, but kéep quiet about the detalls
of the United Mines Workers Fund.

Many persons in the United States
who can tell you much about the
English Health Plan . are asteunﬂed
when one informs them that in the
United Mine Workers Fund there are
now participating more than 1300
drug stores, 7000 physicians and 600 .
hospitals. ' ‘

When the fund was about to start,
local union officials were asked to
locate all miners who are $till living
and have suffered serious injuries in
the past, or the miners’ faniilies who
were in desperate need of attention.

WHAT THE FUND DOES

The former miners were produced.
Many in wheelchairs, others with legs
missing, paralyzed men suffering
with spinal injuries who had been

. bedridden for many years, and oth-

ers. Every available facility was pro-
vided for these men, and everything
that modern science has devised was
made available to change these men
into something resembling what they
once were when they first went down
into the mines. It was as if the union
was trying to make up to these men
for not having been able to bring in
the fund sooner. ' ,

Dr. Draper, ‘one of the executive
medical officers of the fund, in de-
scribing 500 cases of this type recent-
1y, said: “Their transition from help-
less, bedridden, literally rotting crea-
tures to men in wheel chairs and on
crutches and artificial limbs is one
of the most dramatic stories in med-
ical history.” .

And this dramatic story is yet to
be told even in part by the capitalist
press and its scare headlines.

After those with long-standing in-
juries and illnesses were taken care
of, the next step in the program was
to provide medical care and hospital-
ization for the members and their
dependents receiving grants from the
fund in the form of disability bene-
fits or pensions. Plans are now being
completed to develop a program of
public health and preventive medi-
cine for the improvement of 'the
health and living conditions of the
coal mining communities:

A medical advisory board made up
of ten outstanding authorities in the
field of medicine review each stage
of the medical end of the program.
Dr. R. R. Sayers, the former surgeon
general, heads the board. There are
also ten area administrators who ar-
range with physicians, druggists and
hospitals in their areas to provide for
service and who make payment on
bills.

Here are the snmp]e instructions
that a union member is told to fol-
low:

Subscribe to
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newspapers

“1, Select a doctor from the list
available at your local union.

“2. Go to the doctor you select and
present your identification card.

“8. Medicine prescribed by your
doctor may be  obtained from any
drug store listed at your local union.

“4, If you need hospital care, the
doctor will give you a note to your
local union, which will issue a hos-
pitalization slip.

“5. Take the note from your doctor
and the slip from your local union

‘to one of the hospitals listed at your

local union.”

GOES FOR MINERS’ HEALTH

During the past three years more
than $137,000,000 has been spent from
the fund for the following:

Disabled miners, beneficiaries, wid-
ows and children received more than
one million payments, ameuntmg to
$79,600,000.

Widows of 6,700 miners received
death benefits amounting to $6,700,-
000.

‘Hospital ‘service for miners and
their families cost $11,200,000. During
the first ten months of 1949 alone,
39,000 persons received '375,000 ‘days
of hospital care and 180,000 home and
office visits were made.

" Retired miners received $37,250.000
in ‘pensions.

Administrative
around $3,000,000.

When one loocks at the huge sums
that were spent for the disabled, the
hospitalized, the old men, the widows,
one wonders what ‘these persons
would have done if the fund did not
exist. Of course, some would have
been able to scrape together enough
for limited hospital or medical care.
But imagine what would have hap-
pened to thousands of children, old
men and women and the disabled
miners. . What epic tragedy would
have been undergone by thousands
of these persons, if it had not been
for the fund—this fund with its doz-
ens of weaknesses and hundreds of
limitations.

expenses were

(Continued from page 1)

ligious: ' lines,  thereby sapping the
strength of -a' united - working class.
: The socialist unions of the' conti-
nent- were .adamant—until the U. S.
delegatmn put the pressure on for a
compromise which was eventually
accepted by the conference. The U. S.
delegatlon, in ‘which Walter Reugfier
of the WAW-CIO and ‘Dévid Dubmsky

of. :the ILGWU - AFL, were leading
sbokesmen proposed that the Catho-

lic unions be admitted on condition
that they disaffiliate from the Catho-
lic trade union international within
two years. The Catholic unions seem
to have agreed.

However much the socialist unions
were right in the matter of princi-
ple, there are important realities
which condition the circumstances of
the debate. The Catholic unions of
today, in countries like France and
Italy, are not simply like the unions
which were set up by Vatican assign-
ment in the pre-war years. The rav-
ages of Sfalinism in the working class
have served to change somewhat the
aspect of the Catholic nnions and the
chaos spawned by fascism and the
war,

In some instances, at any rate, they
have served as a channel for the re-
pudiation of Stalinism, and an avowal
of free unionism. In the process they
have become,; in significant cases and
apart from their religious. aspect, le-
gitimate spokesmen of labor’s choice,
‘Moreover,.in a country like France,
there is & large -secular sentiment in
the :Catholic unions (that is, a senti-
ment for their disaffiliation from
church connections), and the action
of the conference may strengthen the
hand of this already substantial and
progressive wing. Given, for exam-
ple, the condition of the French work-
ing class and the need for winning
that section of the union movement
which is still in the hands of the Sta-
linist totalitarians, a fusion of the
anti-Stalinist unions seems essential.
This necessarily includes at least
some of the Catholic as well as the
socialist unions.:

In Italy, whetr¢>the non-Stalinist,
socialist unions are relatively weak,
it is manifestly impossible to cut
off, or to cut oneself off, from that
sizable section of the working class
which adheres to Catholic unions. As
in France, the need exists to merge
these unions into wunions that are
free in every sense, but that is some-
thing that can only be accomplished
in the life of working class action.
It may well be that the process will
be speeded by collaboration in

ICFTU.

THE BIG COMPROMISE

The compromise, thus, may prove
to have been justified by the situa-
tion. There is nevertheless one as-
pect of acceptance that is not too
healthy. The ability of the U. S. dele-
gation to put over its proposifion, re-
gardless of its merit, reflects alto-
gether too much the relationship of
the U. S. to the rest of the non-Sta-
linist world. The union, unfortunate-

UN Talkfest--

(Continued from page 1)
lic of Indonesia have reached an
agreement. Of course, the “agree-
ment” was reached only after the
Republic had been defeated in a
bloody and treacherous war by the
Dutch.

The Assembly further called for a
complete arms embargo by all mem-
bers against Bulgaria and Albania as
long as these countries continue to
send aid to the Stalinist guerrillas
in Greece. The Russian group voted
against. They have been supplying all
the arms anyway. If it weren't for
the fact that the guerrillas have been
pretty well defeated by British and
American arms supplied to the reac-
tionary government, this resolution
would mean even less than it does.

Conclusions: By now everyone
knows that the UN can't prevent a
major war. When minor wars
(against colonials) have been waged
by UN members successfully, it
seems the results are going to get
official blessings. When these are be-
ing waged by the Russian and Amer-
ican blocs by proxy (Greece) the
Assembly can pass resolutions, ' but
the bigger battalions will still decide.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The Assembly
defeated a Polish resolution to con-
demn mistreatment of foreign work-
ers by the Western powers. It passed
a reselutxon urging all nations to
adopt an International Labor Organ-
ization convention barring discrimi-
natory treatment.of foreign workers.
It has no power to compel fair treat-
ment to foreign workers anywhere.

The Assembly expressed “increas-
ing concern” that religious and politi-
cal freedoms are being violated in
Bulgaria, Hungary and Rumania. The
Russian bloc voted against. But ev-
eryone knows that political and/or
religious freedoms are being vio-
lated in all Stalinist countries, in most
of Latin America, in all the colonies,
in all the occupied countries, and in
the United States. It's just a ques-
tion of manner and degree, though
that guestion is mighty important to
those whose rights are being violated.

The Assembly voted to urge all
UN members to adopt effective meas-
ures to achieve and maintain full and

ly, seem to'‘mirror the relationship
betweén goverhments. "

Wealthy, strofig U.' ‘S {mions did
not encounter too much difficulty in
having their 'way. Were it snmply a
matter of weight of argument, there
could be nothing said in criticism' of
this. But was it simply argument?
It is, for example, reported that: the

i im!ependent Italian union center is

unions as the ILGWU. Nothing wrong
with that at all; it is one part of in-
ternational cooperation. But did they
feel compelled to vote the way Du-
binsky thought they should? If so,
then there is a lot wrong with that
—and the ICFTU can flourish only

‘to the extent that it combats any .

such tendency. =

In its latest issue, the Labor Lead-
er, organ of the Association of Cath-
olic Trade Unions, applauds the com-
promise. (The ACTU does not at-
tempt to form unions, but insofar as
it organizes wunion men, even
though ‘within the regular unions of
the working class, aleng religious and
therefore divisive lines it has been
opposed by progressives in the Amer-
ican union movement.) The Labor
Leader particularly commends Wal-
ter Reuther for his role in drafting
and effecting the compromise  and
‘takes particular delight in the thought
that the action of the compromise
may prevent the socialists from ex-
ercising thé léadership in the new la-
bor federatwn

WHO IS BEHIND IT?
ACTU is fully justified in applaud-

so- limited in its resources as to: re-.
quire the financial assistance of’ sgehl

orld Body -

ing the decision of the conference, °

for the problem. was not simply one
of trade unionism, or the inclusion
of all anti-Stalinist unions into a new
world federation. International poli-
tics is the decisive element in the
situation, and here one must recog-
nize the fine hand of the State De-
partment. Several things point them-
selves up at once:

a. There is no doubt that the State
Department, expressing itself through
the AFL and CIO, wants the Vatican,
through the Catholic trade unions, in
the ICFTU.

b. The presence of the Catholic
trade unions would act as a counter-
weight to the European unions which
are EUROPEAN . and social demo-
cratic and therefore are not to be
wholly trusted .

¢. Such a neutralization of the spe-
cific power of these unions must re-
sult in making: Green-Dubinsky and
Murray-Reuther the supreme arbiters
in ICFTU, which would be in con-
sonance with the economiec, political
and military strength of the U. S. and
meet the needs of American foreign
policy in Europe.

The “principled” considerations of
the European labor leaders, who un-
doubtedly undérstand some of the
motives of their American friends,
were somewhat tempered by their
own interests: they knew they could
not successfully prevent the inclu-
sion of the Catholic unions, given

productive employment everywhere._
But it didn’t tell the nations how it
can be done. At any rate, it's doubt-
ful whether the unemployed in :all
lands can pay their bills with this
resolution.

The Assemb]y tabled cbnmderahon
of a pact on freedom of information.
It approved a draft convention for
the suppression of traffic in human
beings and the exploitation of the
prostitution of others. Britain and
France voted  against when their
amendment to “exempt” the colonies
from slavery and plmpery was de-
feated.

Conclusions:
you have the stomach for it.

All the above is an extremely brief
summary of the resolutions adopted
and defeated, and many have been
left out altogether,

The votes for and against have beent
omitted. But they followed a single
dismal pattern. On many votes it was
simply Russian imperialism on one
side, and the other imperialisms on
the other, with a few small nations
twisting and squirming with the
pressures. On other votes it was just
a matter of all hands voting “against”
when the shoe pinched them, and
“for” the shoe pinching the other
fellow. United action was achieved
only on matters which are of little
concerh o any of us.

*What further proof is needed of
the futility of the United Nations

when it comes to solving any impor-
tant matter? Independent Socialists

have said, and the facts bear us out:
The United Nations is a debating-
ground for the governments of the
world. These governments represent
ruling classes in all lands which Qp-
press their own peoples and other
peoples who have fallen into their
power. They are preparing for World
War III. This will be so till the op-
pressed in each country and in all
countries organize themselves politi-
cally and depose the ruling' classes
which fatten on their oppression and
prepare them to slaughter each other.
Only when the common people have
actual political power in their coun-
tries will they be able to send dele-
gations to a world body to legislate
peace, security and freedom,

the American stand, but ev:dently'

agreed to it provided some safe—

guard were given to. themt ,such as -

the compromise provided. This allows
them to maintain: their “leadership,”
grants tHe Americans _their wishés,
and at the same time permits them

to expect, quite logically, contmuecl_
jmaterial aid from the U. S, either

‘directly to’the countriég’ ’ivhichﬂhey
represent,\or to the union movements
which they/control.

WHAT CAN BE DONE

The socialists have, of course, no
automatic authority to assume leader-
ship. Such authority can arise only
in the demonstration that socialist
leadership is superior to all others.
If the authority of the socialist un-
ions is questioned in the working
class, it is only because their leaders
have not always acted as the cham-
pions of the working class that they
should be. We have in mind, for ex-
ample, the socialist unions of France
which have all too often appeared in
an unsavory light. Socialists in our
view rightfully belong in the lead-
ership of a world federation of un-
ions—though obviously not as the ex-
clusive leadership. The leadership
must perforce be a blend of the com-
plexions of the various national com-
ponents, We trust that by their ac-

tions, the socialists will grow in au- .

thority and raise the prestige of so-
cialism in the eyes of the mterna-—
tional working" class.

In the meantime ‘we welcome, as
we think must all people who be-
lieve in the existence of free and
vigorous unions, the new ICTFU. By
binding the workers in its compass
into- an effective instrument of free
unionism, it can do much to invig-
orate labor’s confidence in its own
strength, and to stay the hounds of
reaction on both sides of the Iron
Curtain,

V. m—
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