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House Bill to Expand Social
Security Was Won by Strikes

By' EMANUEL GARRETT

ffI‘h_e Houseglast week passed the first major amend-

ment. to the old-age pension provisions of the social- -

security system since the latter’s enactment in 1935.

HR 6000 extends coverage to some 11 million per. .

sons - not previously. included, and' raises benefits by
about 70 per cent. It further provides that employers
and -employees shall continue to pay one per cent until

. 1960, but-on $3600 of annual income instead of the pre-

-vious $3000; and that employer-employee contributions
shall rise to 1% per cent in 1950, 2 per cent’in 1951;
215, pe.r <ent_in.1960, 8 per cent in 1965 and 3% per
cenh in 19?0

It can hardly be said t‘nat even with the proposed

' inereasg in-benefits the provisions are adequate. For

example, under the raised benefit plan, a worker con-
tribpting: for ten years and earning $200 a month
would receive $94—a substantial increase over the $51
he .gets now but still far from what he needs to live.
Nor can anything be said in favor of the employee
contnbutaon provision.

But awe have no wish here to belittle the progress
made by Congress; if it is inadequate, it is nevertheless
welcome and long overdue, especially in its provisions
for wider coverage. HR 6000 is progress. While the
Senate is not expected to act on it this year, present
indications are that it will do so at the next session—
unless there are tremendous changes in the labor-
capital picture.

Labor's Drive Got I+

5 And here we come to the nub of the matter. Qulte
apart from its specific provisions, HR 6000 is mighty
interesting. Fourteen years have passed without sub-
stantial amendment of the original law, which was
passed during the depression period. Repeated demands
and arguments for an improvement of the old-age pen-
sion system have gone unheeded. All of a sudden—
boomt—the House passes the measure after what the
%ew__York Tiimes described as an “undramatic” debate.

hy? .

. _The answer is clear enough: LABOR'S PENSION
DRIVE.

"It is as simple as that. We were preparing to give
that gs our interpretation, but in the days that have
lntervened before our publication date we have noticed
that just about everyone—from as knowledgeable a
capitalist source as the Times to as knowledgeable a
union source ds the UAW’s Walter Reuther—has made
essentjally the same explanation.

Labor is determined to get pensions Almost, every
major union has made it a plank in its immediate pro-
gram. No matter what the arrogance of the employers
may be, no matter how emboldened by the comforts of

. the Taft-Hartley Law, they realize that they cannot

withstand the pressure for long. Especially after the
steel faet-finding board has Held that steel workers are
entitled to $100 a month:

In the light of this it is easy to see why Congress.

which had stalled for fourtéen years, jumped fo att now. %

Pensions are in the cards; therefore, take the pressure off
industry by making it a government responsibility and

by making it financed in part by the workers themselves. -

The employers as a class recognize what is inevitable,
and they would ful'lter not have it come out of ihmr

“pockefs.

Ford is a case in point. The Ford management is
well pleased with its contract settlement with the union.
It has agreed to pay pensions, with the stipulation that
its contribution shall decrease as the government's
increases. No wonder the Ford negotiators were given
credit in management circles for being exceptionally
wily! From management’s point of view the Ford con-
tract established the important contributory principle
—that workers are obliged to contribute either directly
or through the operation of the social-security %y%tem
And the cost to Ford will be inconsequential.

Let the Employers Pay for I#!

All together, it is easy to see why Congress acted
at this moment. Many people were undoubtedly bene-
fited, but it is not a case of overflowing altruism,

The “undramatic” acceptance of HR 6000 sheds
considerable light, alse, on the impulses behind the
steel industry’s position. These have been set forth in
last week’s issue, and need not be repeated here. Where
p:msions are so obviously in the cards, and where the
sum involved represents relatively small potatoes to
such titans of profit as the big steel bosses, they cannot
be the real stumbling block to negotiation of a contract.
(Some small steel bosses, who make profits enough to
be sure but who are still not in the big league, have
not found the steel union’s terms impossible.) Big Steel
is not battling against pensions so much as it is battling
against the union as an instrument of labor’s offensive
strength.

HR 6000.is progress, but progress in one sphere is
no excuse for suspending it in others. Labor is en-
titled to pensions which are employer - financed and
which are adequate for decent living. $100 a month
for an aged couple is preposterously low. It is better
than nothing, but it is. not enough to allow the worker
who is discarded because of his age to live in comfort-
able retirement. '

Industry owes its billions to the toils of labor. That
is a simple ABC statement. It OWES the aged worker
the promise of security.

From where we sit, 'iherefere. employer-ﬁnun:ed pen-
sion plans are still on the order of business—along with
such other economic and :oclal demands as laber has
need of now.

The Givil Rights Picture — 1949

|  Truman Program Shelved, but Pressures Continue

By KATE LEONARD

No -major eivil-rights bill passed
the 8lst Congress.
" Eastland of Mississippi—senatorial
seniority, Bilbo ideology and all—is
ensconced at the head of the civil-
rights subcommittee of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, The South sees
a recrudescence of the rape charge.
The “sovereign” states of Virginia
‘and Florida prepare the legal lynch-
ing of the Martinsville seven and the
Gtoveland three - who - are - left. The
Klan, if not in the saddle, rides cgain.
- The Dixieorats are split between
those in' the Democratic Party and
those on its fringe. The Republicans
and the Dixiecrats are political bed-
fellows. * The Democrats seemingly
are capable of nothing except to in-
sist that their minds are on weightier
matters than civil rights. Labor’s
leaders, with a_still, small voice, whis-

per in their master’s ear. Civil rights
are filibustered off the agenda and
President Truman finally admits this
in public, as of October 3.

It doesn't make a pretty picture.
But it would be wrong to assume that
this picture is the sum total of the

‘history of the .civil-rights struggle.

Some aspects of these problems need
discussing.

Today—and we may date “today”
from December, 1947, when the re-
port "of the president’s committee
(“To Secure These Rights”) saw the
light of day—has been called the
time “when the American people
think, read and talk about civil rights
more than they ever have since the
Civil War and Reconstruction.” The
flood of newsprint, books, comment-
ary and even movies out of Hollywood
only testifies to the truth of this. This
Niagara demonstrates the vitality of

the issue, and it can only grow.

It was not the labor ‘movement
that advanced the civil-rights pro-
gram. Better if it had been! Amer-
ican labor would be a head taller
now had it been capable of address-
ing to the nation this elementary
democratic proclamation in its own
name. To say this is not water under
the bridge, but relevant io under-
standing the present and future for-
tunes of this issue. The civil-rights
impasse is directly linked to the fact
that the labor movement is not yet
grown up. Politically speaking, it
still thinks it has to ask the presi-
dent if it can stay out late at night.

e

BEHIND THE PROGREAM

The brogram was ac_]_vanced, through
ils representative in a high govern-
mental place, President Truman, by

(Continued on page 2)

Navy Chiefs Char
U.S. Planning War
And Mass Civilia

"No One in Washington Wants to Tell
The People,” Says Correspondent

The Washington correspondent of
the Christian Science Monitor paints
a picture:

“Failing an accommodation with
Russia, these are some of the things
likely to happen as they are now
dimly umbrated here:

“Congress will approve a 70-group
air force. ritd

“A 24-hour radar screen will be
set up across the Arctic frontier and
probably eventually around the na-
tion.

“The big army-navy-air force ex-
pense load, which Mr. Truman kept
to $15,000,000,000_in this year's bud-
get (an all-time peacetime high) will
go out of sight.

“Appeals to take over the financial
and economic commitments of Euro-
pean allies will have to be listened

By MICHAEL FERRIS

" BUFFALQ, Oct. 8—This past week,

the Bell Aircraft Corporation took
the final step in its union-busting
drive. The company has sent out a
call to private employment agencies
to send new workers out to Bell,
where Local 501 of the United Auto
Workers is on sirike.

In addition, a leiter was sent to
workers who had at one time ap-
plied for a job at Bell, but who had
heen turned down, telling them that
a job was now ready for them. Talk-
ing out of the other side of its mouth,
the Bell Corporation hailed the ap-
pointment of a fact-finding board as
a means of adjusting the strike to the
benefit of both sides.

The fact finding board was set up
by Thomas Dewey, governor of New
York, after both federal and state
mediators were forced to admit that

France Faces

to and in great part accepted. This
may come anyway, but the move-
ment will be irresistible if the arms
race really takes hold.

“Taxes will soar,

“Social welfare expenditures will
probably diminish. There will be less
need for them since the state will be

supporting the economy anyway with -

vast arms expenditures.

“The unemployment compensation
would be reduced. Idle men can al-
ways be put to work making the
enormously complicated atom bombs.

“Ih time if temsion still mounts,
there will be peacetime conscription.

“These are not pleasant prospects
and nobody here has any strong de-
sire to tell the public about them.”
—R. L. Strout, in the Monitor, Sep-
tember 30.

0 e

they could do nothmg to get the
strike settled. Company representa-
tives had repeatedly walked out of
mediation sessions. Finally, they an-
nounced that they would never come
hack.

When, the Bell Corporation termi-
nated mediation sessions,, it launched
a physical attack with clubs and tear
gas on Loca? 501, But the ranks did
not buckle. Instead, 501 members,
their wives, friends and sympathizers
just got mad—and more determined
fo win. ’

The strength of the union and the
possibility that despite complete con-
trol of the press, public opinion might
see through the Bell Company tactics,
caused Bell to seek the fact-finding
board. Governor Dewey responded by
appointing such a board composed
of Dr. Samuel Capen, chancellor of
the University of Buflalo; Dr. Ezra

New Wave of

Strikesfor Workers’ Demands

By SAUL BERG .

PARIS, Oct. 3—After a lengthy pe-
riod of quiescence, since the disas-
trous defeat of the coal miners
strike a year ago, the signs once more
point to an outbreak of strikes in
France on a large scale.

The miners’ §trike, based on legiti-
mate economic demands, was discred-
ited by its Stalinist leadership which,
for the sake of disrupting the French
economy in obedience to orders from
its Kremlin masters, rejected all pos-
sible compromises and even took the
unprecedented step of abandoning
the mine pumps which keep the
mines from flooding.

As a result of the dense fog of
pro-Russian propaganda that sur-
rounded the conduct of the strike by

the CGT (Stalinist-led federation of

labor) and the obvious subordination
of the workers’ interests to consider-
ations of Moscow's foreign policy, no
really strong display of labor solidar-
ity took place in the face of the use
of troops by Interior Minister Jules
Moch to break the strike. Neverthe-
less, the strikebreaking role of the

.“socialist” Moch and of his party col-

leagues in the cabinet—and Moch's
speeches about “foreign agitators” in
the plans, sounding for all the world
like Hearst editorials—did nothing to
turn the workers away from the Sta-
linists.

Left with this lleacherous void,
which only a militant socialist lead-
ership could fill, between government
“socialists” on the one hand and Sta-
linists on the other, the workers con-
tinued to drift out of all the unions

and to turn a cynical back on all the
politicians of all the parties that had
so often led them up a tree.

SP VEGETATES

The Socialist Party was, in a sense,
almost content with such a situation.
Its social base today consists of a
considerable portion of the peasantry,
of the civil service, and of the hang-
ers-on of its thousands of municipal
and district councilors. Its party “sec-
tions” are essentially Tammany clubs,
only more sophisticated, with com-
memoration dinners for Jean Jaurés
instead of Thomas Jefferson.

Their hope is that, if only the eco-
nomic situation improves, .maybe
even the party’s working-class fol-
lowing will return. Not as active mili-
tants (heaven forbid!) but, again like
Tammany’s supporters, as voting
sheep to be led to the polls, to be used
as pressure when the party negotiates
its cabinet coalitions with its con-
servative partners in the government,
Thus the fortunes of this woe:begone
Socialist Party depend on the success
of CAPITALISM in solving its prob-
lems,

Unfortunately, there has been no
such success so far as the workers
are concerned. Production, agricultu-
ral as well as industrial, is booming.

" But with 110,000 soldiers fighting in

Indo-China, with a large military es-
tablishment being rebuilt at home
and in Africa, with a corrupt and
bankrupt government that does noth-
ing about profiteers at home, the
workers have seen prices rise steadily

(Continued on page 4)

Public
Terror

From behind the squabble inside the armed forces over the
allocation, of appropriations, there emerged last Tuesday an im-
poriuni' revelation concerning the type of warfare being planned
by the Um_tg___gl States for the looming Third Werld War.

In a public statement by Rear Admiral Ofstie, backed by "the
major segment of responsible officers in the navy,"” the navy men
disclosed fanq argued against) the. intention of the U. S. war
chiefs io mul;g the war a war of extermination and terror against
civilian popplu; ns rather than against enemy armed forces.

While, Ol’sh_g .and the admirals spoke in high moral terms, it
is well knoxyn. of course, that they are letting the cat out of the

bag only in the ln]’eresis of defending a bigger cut in the arms money for
their own branch. And while the same charge has been made before by
“others, this is the first time that it is made with suhc authority.

The navy brass were arguing, before the House Armed Services Comniittee,
especially against the plan of Secretary of Defense Johnson and the Joint'
Chiefs of Staffs to allocate more than a billion deollars for the B-3&6 bomber,
part of a perspective which (and this is the rub for the navy) de-emphasizes
the role of sea power. Ofstie's statement sought to give navy opposlfion a

political base. by pointing out:

© Vital targets for the B-36 and A-bomb strategy uu:ludes practically every-

thing "except for the active armed forces of an enemy.'

' Most of those targets

"are located where people live and work, in urban and industrial areas."
® "It is appropriate to suggest that sizable areas of friendly territory may
well be occupied by tl'e enemy to serve him as a future arsenal. Are we to
atomize or otherwise destroy such urban and industricl areas, where friendly
peoples outnumber the invaders in a ratio of perhaps 53 or 100 to one?”

® The official plan, said Ofstie,

act-Finding Board
neuver for Bell Corp.

Day, “chancellor of Cornell Univer-
sity; Paul Shipman Andrews, ‘dean
of the Syracuse University Law
School; Col, Charles Garside, New
York atterney and trustee of the
State University; and Mrs. Elinore
Morehouse Herrick, personnel expert,
one time DuPont executive, and for-
mer New York 1eg10n'11 NLRB di-
l(,(.t(m . 17 S ;

IOOKING FOR SCABS

The Buffalo Evening News did all
in its power to convince the public
that Mrs. Herrick was at one time a
“laborer in a paperbox and shoe fac-
tory” and therefore one who should
“understand” the workers' problems.
But it is plain to see that the board
is hand-picked and carefully chosen
by Dewey, who is certainly not noted
for his partiality to labor. Two im-
portant questions must be asked and
answered with respect to thé fact-
finding board: (1) Why does Bell
want it? (2) Can an honorable set-
tlement o0f the strike issues  be
achieved through it?

From the beginning of the strike,
Bell management has called upon the
man they consider to be their gover-
nor for aid in smasing Local 501. Bell
asked Dewey for state police and
state militia. Dewey was afraid to
give them such open and unpopular
aid. He gave them the fact-finding
board.

It remains to be seen whether the
hoard will operate on the company's
terms. But Bell is not relying on it

(Continued on page 4)

"unavoidably inciuces raadom moss slaughter

of men, women and chiidren in lhe
enemy country.”

Oistie argucd further:

"The Allied bombers in World War
Il did not initially intend to attack
people or cities as the primary tar-
get. But because they were incapable
of precision attack on selected mili.
tary and industrial targets they re-
sorted to area bombing-of cities. The
inherent inaccuracy of high-altitude .
bombing tends to direct it against
large urban centers;-especialy-when

., such'bombing is conceived of as an

independent effort and not as a'com-=
ponent of an integratéd military .of-
fensive directed against the hostile
armed forces. raitils

“I am sure that the moral force of "
the ‘peoples ‘of this country ‘is: iff -
strong opposition to nfilitary ‘nethii
ods so contrary to our fundamental

.ideals. It is time that strategic bomb-

ing be squarely faced in' this light;
that it be examined in relation to
the decent opinions of mankind.

“Hunger, poverty and disease are
the greatest enemies of our kind of
civilization —and the greatest pro-
moters of communism. The physical
destruction . achieved in Germany and
Japan by strategic bombing in Worldy
War II has compounded the general
misery brought on by the war. The
bombing campaigns in. both countries
destroyed a major segment of the eco+:
nomic basis for post-war society. . ..

“A stable world economy may. be
impossible to achieve after anothér” .
war if it is again attended by large- -
scale destruction of the homes and °
cities of the belligerent nations. .. .

“But if we mean the survival of the
values, the principles and the tradi-
tions of human civilization, we must
insure that our military technigques
do not strip us of self-respect. . . .

“If we mnow consciously adopt ‘a
ruthless and barbaric. policy toward
other peoples, how can we prevent
the breakdown of those standards of
morality which have been a guiding
force in this democracy since its in-

(Continued on page 4)

Army Invades Washington Schools
With Cadet Corps” Military Program

The following was published as

an editorial in Labor, the weekly .

of the railroad brotherhoods, Octo-
her 1:

What happens when military men
invade the people’s schools is illus-
lrated by receni developments in
Washington.

The capital’s high schools have a
“cadet corps,” provided with army
officers and equipment. This cadet
“training” is supposed to strengthen
‘national defense.” Actually,
training is all “front,” laughable-to
anyone who knows anything about
war.

The “cadets” spend long hours in
“elose order drill,” and once a year
compete on the parade ground, to
show which high school hasthe “best-
drilled company.” That's just about
the whole “military training” pro-
Bram.

Yet the program is supposed to be
compulsory, and the “cadets” have to

the

buy their own $40 uniforms unless
they are excused by the school au-
thorities,

Despite this “peacetime conscrip-
tion” of schoolboys, the enrollment
in the “cadet corps” has fallen off
since the war from 1,005 to 700, and

‘the army is “putting the heat on"

the Washington schools.

Lieut.-Col. William E. Barkham,
who has a soft job as “head of the
department of military science” in
the capital school system, brazenly
charged the high school principals
and athletic coaches with “interfer-
ing with his military program.” Still.
more impudently, he criticized the
“organization” of the Washington
schools, which is certainly none of
his business.

When militarism gets its “camel's
nose in the tent” of education, one
of two things must happen. Either
the camel will be kicked out, or it
will move in and occupy ‘the whale
tent, crowding out the educators.
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a section of the bourgeoisie. In ad-
vancing it, Truman did not have the
- united support of his own class, any
thore than’ Roosevelt had when he
fescued the same class with the New
Deal lifeline. In proposing it, Truman
eXercised one of the traditional func-
lions of the “executive committee of
the ruling class.”
- In advancing it, bluntly stated rea-
sons were given in the report of the
president’s committee: Is national
unity desirable from the standpoint
of the ruling class in the impending
war with Russia? And more particu-
larly, what can that section of the
bourgeoisie which “regrets the loss
of the Southern market” do except
to hold up Truman’'s arms while it
waits for a mandate from the “peo-
ple"?

The “international” reason was not
stated as boldly as “We look foul in
the eyes of the world,” but it was
stated thus: “We cannot escape the
fact that our civil rights has been
an_issue in world politics. The USA
s not ‘so strong, the final triumph
of the democratic ideal is not so in-
evitable that we can ignore what the

'wor d thlnks of us or of our record.”
Thls reason with variations continues
to be duplicated again and again in
Gpceclms and writings.

“W. W. Waymack, late of the Atomm
Energy Commission, said upon the
otcasion of accepting the chairman-

#

Love That Guy!

“General Francisco Franco, Spanish
rebel leader, telegraphed Fuehrer
" Adolf Hitler, ‘heartiest congratulations
on assuming supreme command of
ihe German army and hoping that
the move will contribute to strength-
cning the ties between Spain and
your great country.”’ Hitler replied:
‘Thanks for the kind wishes and re-
' ciprocating with best wishes for the
welfare of Nationalist Spain.’ "—Unit-
cd Press release, February 7, 1938.
“Reépresentative James J. Murphy,
Democrat, N. Y., had a 40-minute
conversation with Generalissimo
Franco today and was deeply im-
pressed. Said Murphy afterward, ‘I
was very favorably impressed by Gen-
eral Franco. He is a very, very love-

1y and lovable character.’ "—Associ-'

ated Press release, 30,

' 1949,

September

Shlp nf the NdliO[}d] Citizens Council
on Civil Rights: ™ here are pressures
within our counf.ly—%a national aware-
ness of what's 1%“11t along with
what's necessary. There is also a set
of external pressures. The¥ have to
do with America’'s new role in the
world situation—the power we have
and the responsibility that goes with
it. If welre to succeed we have 1o
put our house in order.” )

Mrs. Roosevelt said, speaking in
the South without benefit of office:
“The most important thing we have
to realize in the U. S. today is that
we are the spearhead in the fight be-
tween democracy and communism.”
Barkley today (not Lincoln) put it:
“Civilization cannot endure half free
and half slave.”

This “international” motivation is
more, liof less, compulsive two years
after it was first Immulated if only
because “our 1e(.01c1’
book. It is moye compulsive if only
because atom bombs are democratic
in the same way that bacteria are
broadminded.

The “internal” reason was stated
in this way: “One of the principal
problems facéng us-and -the rest of
the world is achieving maximum pro-
duction and - continuing prosperity.
The loss of a huge, potential market
for goods is a"direct result of the
economic’ discrimination which is
practised against many of our minor-
ity groups. ... As a result their pur-
chasing power is curtailed and mar-
kels are reduced. Reduced markels
result in reduced. production. While
the dream of “continuing prosperity”
is a fool's paradise, the proposal fo
raise the Southern standard of living

to, to nearer to,.the Northern level.

makes good sense from the point of
view of .the capitalist economic needs
today..

WHY THE 81ST KILLED IT

Civil rights is not a humanitarian
flight of fancy, or just a vote-catch-
ing device. Civil rights is a part of
Truman's economic program. That
civil rights are a part of Truman's
economic. program is a fundamental
reason why the program cannot be
scrapped for long by those who in-
jected it into the political scene.

But scrap it they did in this 81st
Congress. The bourgeois press has

shown some comprehension of the’

situation in its comments on the sit-
uation—comprehension at least of the
meaning and the weight of hurea.u-
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l\, A
STATMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, 3. That the known bondholders,
A‘NAGEMEI\T CIRCULATION, mortgagees and other security hold-

ETC., B‘EQUIRED BY THE ACT OF
CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912,
AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF
MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946
of Labor Action, published weekly
at New York, N. Y., for October I,
1949,

State of New York,

County of New York, ss.

Before me, a notary public in and
for the state and county aforesaid,
personally appeared Max Shachtm(m.
who, having been duly sworn accord-
ing to law, deposes and says that he
is one of the owners of Labor Ac-
tion and that the following is, to the
best of his knowledge and bellef a
true statement of the Ownemhnp,
management (and if a daily, weekly,
semi-weekly or tri-weekly newspa-
per, the circulation), ete, of the
aforesaid publication for the date
shown in the above caption, required
by the act of August 24, 1912, as
amended by the acts of March 3,
1938, and July 2, 1946 (section 537,
Postal Laws and Regulalmns) print-
ed on the reverse of this form, to
wit:

1. That the names and addresses of
the publisher, editor, managing edit-
or and business managers are; Pub-
lisher, Max Shachtman; Editor, Hal
Drapm Managing Editor, none; busi-
ness manager Joseph Roan, 'all of
114 West 14th Street, New York 11,
N. Y. .

2. That the owners are: Labor Ac-
tion Publishing Co.. Emanuel Garrett
Geltman, Max Shachtman, Albert
Gates, all of 114 West 14th Street,
New York 11, N. Y.

h

ers owning or holding 1 per cent or
more of the total amount of bonds,
mortgages or other securities arve:
None. .

4. That the two paragraphs next
above, ‘giving the names of the own-
,Crs, stoezi;holders and security holders,
if any, contain not only the list of
stockhplders and security holders as
they appear upon the books of the
company but also, in cases where the
stockholder appears upon the books
of ‘the company as trustee or in any
other fiduciary relation, the name of
the person or corpmahon for whom
such trustee is acting, is' given; also
that the said two paragraphs contain
statements . embracing affiant’s full
knowledge and belief as to the cir-
cumstances and conditions wunder
which ™ stockholders and security
holders who do not appear upon the
books of the company as trustees,
hold stock and securities in a capaci-
ty other iHan that of a bona fide
owner; and this affiant has no reason
to believe that any other pelson, as-
sociation or corporation has any in-
terest direct or indirect in the said
stock, bonds or other securities than
as so stated by him.

5. That.the average number of
copies of each issue of this publica-
tion sold or distributed, through the
mails or otherwise, to paid subsecrib-

ers during the twelve months pre-
ceding. the date shown above is 4,578.

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 30th day of September, 1949,

ABE. WASSERBERGER, Notary
Publie, N. Y. Co. Clk's No. 41-4164400,

111\41‘; commission expires March 30,
1951.)
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T em..\ms an open-

cracy on a big scale in,a b1g coun-
try Government by the two - party
system, legislation by administra-
tion, administration expanded to the
point of qualitative change, a jealous
and a sectional Congress, all these
have operated to the hilt in the 8l1st
Congress,

The bald fact is thal the 1948 elec-
tions did nol return a Congress com-
mitted to the civil rights program.
Congress is well aware that if Tru-
man succeeded in the last election
only with a mandate from the peo-
ple, there is a distinction between his
position and theirs. Within the Dem-
ocratlic Party it is asked and an-

* swered: Does the party program (and

it is civil rights and Taft-Hartley re-
peal they mean) apply to the party
as a whole? Administration Demo-
crals denied the mandate on T-H by
conceding in advance an unwritten
injunction power for the president.
The Dixiecrats can ask this question
even with a certain justice, for if
their party is in power by the peo-
ple's vote, they themselves are not.
Considerations of this i{ype are en-
hanced in this Congress which
emerged out of an election which re-
sulted in no clear majority for labor's
program.

LABOR LAY DOWN

An equally fundamental factor in
the present status of the civil righis
legislation is that these proposals are
only a part of the Democratic pro-
gram. This is what is behind the ex-
cuses about weightier matters, and
this- is the base of the bipartisan
“must” legislation.

Not only are civil rights only a
part.of the Truman program. On civil
rights the issue is not yet joined. If
this is obvious for the South, it is
equally true at the national level.
Had labor had its own party it could
have hastened the joining of the is-
sue. But labor's endorsement of the
civil-rights program at the national
level is akin to its fight for Taft-Hart-
ley repeal. It follows, and projects
into the future, the *“reward your
{riends and punish your enemies” pol-
icy, while in practice going along
with Democratic strategy.

The situation in 1949—and to all
indications in 1950—is. analogous in
a way to the sitnation at the time of
the Civil War, It is basically the same
in place—the South—but with d&if-
ferences in time and in degree., Sla-
very in its day checkmated the ex-
pansion of the economy. Today the
depressed land of Jim Crow can only
hinder the economy. In circumstances
when the growing industrial capi-
talist class was checkmatled, emanci-
pation was not the program of the
Young Republican Party, and it be-

came its program only in the third
year of the war, a war which in its
first two years gave every evidence
of going the wrong way. Emancipa-
tion came when it was recognized—
late but still recognized—that it was
necessary to the winning of the war.

The situation today differs from
this. A more rapid expansion is not
yet of vital urgency. It is rather pro-
jected-—in Truman’s phrase: “The na-
tional economy must continue to ex-
pand.” Added to this is the fact that
the nation is not now engaged, or
about to engage, in the Third World
War, It is in the stage of cold prepa-
ration. These conditions, as well as
the political dependence of Iabor,
place the joining of the issue in the
future.

GAINS CAN BE MADE

The indications are that the coming
Congressional elections in 1950 and
the presidential election of 1952 will
again be fought on this issue. 1950
will be the sounding board, and it
is far from ruled out that with labor
following its present course, which
coincides with the Democratic Party
strategy, some gains can be made.

It is POSSIBLE that the 1950 Con-
gress will pass a national FEPC bill,
the legislation which civil rights
groups have agreed to give priority,
or an anti-poll-tax bill. The latter has
the advantage that it would swell
the vote in the South and thereby
forecast the return of the two- pat ty
system to the South.

These measures or other legislation
are possibilities. The criticism of the
policy of labor’s leaders is not that

this could not happen under the pol-
icy outlined, but is to be made pre-
cisely on the ground that they see
no further than this. They believe
that they know what political pres-
sure means, but demonstrate that
they do not have the ability or the
desire to grasp the meaning of in-
dependent pressure. And pressure
upon them from their own ranks is
not crystallized and will not be crys-
tallized in 1950. This means that
what happens in the civil rights field
will happen at Truman's speed.
There are two places to look for
advances in the civil rights field. The
first of these places is within the
labor movement. To see this clearly
involves a recognition of such events
as the Rubber Workers’ adoption at
their last convention of an FEPC of
their own, labor’s support for the

state FEPCs which have been enacted

in the last period, and an analysis of
the political activity of the trade
unions in the South, where the “non-
partisan” policy is less at variance
with the requirements of the political
scene for the same reasons that the
Negro in the South establishes his
right to vete within the Democratic
Party, or in local election on a non-
party basis.

‘The second place, contrary to pop-
ular opinion, is in the South. Suffice
it now to say that it is a Dixie which
is in transition. Vardaman, an earlier
Bilbo, was not speaking for the 20th
century when he laid down his arro-
gant edict: “As it is in Mississippi,
80 will it be in all the states ulti-
mately.” The movement proceeds in
the other direction.

UE Westinghouse Local in Philly
Backs Pro-CP Slate by Close Vote

By FRANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 6— At the
monthly meeting here on October 2,
the delegates to District 1 Council,
United Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers (CIO) re-elected a pro-UE
administration slate to the council
office by a narrow margin. The aver-
age margin was 20 votes out of about
375 cast.

But for the office of secretary,
Charles Dorsey defeated Harry Block,
a leader of the Opposition Caucus,
by the infinitesimal margin of twa:
seventieths” of one vote. Because of
dues arredfs the three votes of Lo-
cal 109 were not opened or counted.
These three were probably cast for
Block,

The Carey caucus entered a “Keep
the UE in the CIO” slate, nominating
Clarence Felker a chief steward from
Westinghouse chal 107, for presi-
dent and Harry Block for secretary.
The pIacmg of Felker on the slate in
opposition to Price was a move to
involve Local 107 pro-CIO forces in
the contest that has been going on
in the disirict for the last several
years between the UE administration
and opposition forces. This move,
“while failing to swing any appreci-
able number of the Westinghouse
local’s large bloe of votes to the pro-
CIO slate, did sharpen the division
of opinion in Local 107 on the UE
split issue.

The administration group also ad--

justed its slate to attract as wide a
following as possible by limiting the
number of known Stalinist spokes-
men. The incumbent secretary, Tom
Delahney, was withdrawn in favor
of Dorsey. Delahney would probably
have lost to Harry Block. However,
the chief Stalinist spokesman, Dave
Davis, business agent for Local 155,
was the choice for one of the trustee
 posts.

Jack Sablich, in making the report

on the results for the Election Com-.

mittee, announced that the votes from
Local 109 had not been opened be-
cause the local had paid no dues since
July, thereby placing itself in bad
standing, in accordance with consti-
tutional provisions. The Carey cau-
cus announced- it would challenge
this- decision on the ground:that it
was inconsistent to distribute ballots
to Local 109 and then refuse to count
them.

A resolution submitted by James
B. Carey of Local 101 in support of
the steel strike, praising Murray’s
effort in ‘behalf of the steel workers,
was refused recognition on proce-
dural grounds. (Resolutions must first
be sent to the Resolutions Commit-
tee.) However, the .Stalinists then
hastened to introduce a brief motion
in support of the steel strike and
voted to donale $100 to the Steel
Workers Union strike fund.

Ruiding by Beck,

By ARLENE WILLIAMS

SAN TFRANCISCO, October 9—A
declaration of war was issued in the
Fast Bay Area this past week by
Einar Mohn, acting for his boss Dave
Beck of the Teamsters’ TUnion,
against the Retail Clerks Union and
ultimately against the whole AFL
in the area,

Members of Food Clerks Loeal 870
in Alameda County and of 1179 in
Contra Costa County struek all the
major chain and independent gro-
ceries in the area for a $2.50 weekly
increase and their picket lines re-
mained firm and unbroken with suc-
cess virtually guaranteed. Several
independent stores broke with the
employers’ - association and signed
with the Clerks and some of the
weaker chains were starting to con-
duct individual negotiations. Then
the first gun was fired by the Team-
sters in line‘with their master plan
of raiding any and all vulnerable
unions in the area for the purpose
of perpetuating and extending the
iron-fist control of Dave Beck, West
Coast boss of that outfit.

Beck’s outfit announced: “Team-
sters Union has jurisdiction over all
stock handling in the food stores and
will insist that the stores remain in
operation to prevent the laying off
of our men. Employees now- out of
work will be urged to return to their
jobs under the jurisdiction of the
International Brotherhood of Team-
sters and any vacancy in jobs under
the Teamsters jurisdiction will be
manned by the local AFL Ware-
housemen’s Union and Local Retail
Serviee Union [Teamster affiliates].”
Thus the Teamsters paved the way
for breaking the strike and for sign-
ing a back-door agreement with the
bosses at a lower wage scale than
already prevails in the “industry.
They proceeded to man three of the
struck stores with their own men
and evidently thought they had the
situation well in hand.

PREPARE FOR ALL-OUT FIGHT

Ho{\revex what they did not count
on was the unanimous solidarity of
the whole AFL in the area with the
just fight being conducted by the
Clerks. In violation of a mational
constitutional regulation, the Ala-
meda Central Labor Council and all
local - union executive boards affil-
inted to that body and the Building
Trades Council voted to a man to
stand firm in their support of the
Clerks against management and the
Teamsters.

At a mass meeting on October 3,
they adnpfed a series’ of ‘motions
which in turn vehemently condemned
the role of the Teamster leadership,
de:lﬂrmq their actions to be “strike-
breaking and union-busting"; gave
their full and unequivocal support to
the "finish" to the Clerks; established
a Coordinating Committee to be at
the constant call of the Clerks fdr
aid and support; and appealed to in-
dividual members of the Teamsters’
Union to rebel against ‘this move by
their leadership that was made with-
out their consultation or consent.

During the discussion at this meet-
ing, it was recalled that in previous
years the Teamsters had made sim-
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East Bay AFL Declares War on

Teamster Czar

ilar attempts to raid in the area as
well as to break the back of the gen-
eral strike conducted less than three
years ago,

The body finally went on 1‘ecard
stating that should the Teamsters
not desist 'in their efférts to break
the Clerk’s strike, October 15 would
be set as the deadline when-all de-
liveries by teamsters in both coun-
ties would be branded as “hot”—
which would mean that all affiliated
locals would not handle any mer-
chandise delivered by teamsters. As
was correctly pointed  out by CLC
Secretary Robert Ash and ' other
speakers, the step would unltimately
lead to a creeping .paralysis in the
East Bay business community and
eventually a general strike would re-
sult.

As a result of the adamant stand
taken by the Central Labor Counecil,
several independent stores broke
with the employers’ association and
signed contraets granting a $2 weekly
wage increase. The Hagstrom stores,
one of the larger chains, finally broke
the united stand of the remaining
group and also signed a similar con-
tract on the Tth of October,

That was the signal for all-out
open warfare by the Teamsters, In
retaliation, the Teamsters’ Union re-
fuses to deliver any goods .to any

stores signing with the Clerks’
Union. This policy was instituted
October 8.

GREEN BACKS BECK

The local union movement’s appeal
to William Green and Daniel Tobin
to intervene and order the. Team-
sters to desist from ‘their “secab-
herding” campaign met with a vit-
riolic reply from Green to the effect
that the CLC would have its charter
revoked unless they took a “hands
oftf” attitude in the fight btween:the
Teamsters ‘and the ‘Clerks?: =

So far, the CLC has not backiracked
an inch on their original position des-
pite Green's threats; but ii is: Pos-

sible that some of the weqhbr \Iotcls
might lose heart and “pull ouf. If
Green accomplishes this maneuver,

he will have only a few of the more
militant unions isolated and ready

for reprisal action. #he leadership of

these unions, though -politically they
are down-the-line LLPE'ers, are never-
theless a militant group who learned
the fJessons of their first. general
strike and in their own words “enter

this struggle with the background:of

experience gained three years ago."

At this point, it is impossible“to
predict exactly what the outcome of
this "situation will ‘be. This " is the
first time that .any really serious
threat to combat the growing
strength of Beck and his bureau-
cracy on the Coast has occurred.?1f
the labor movement remains unified
and aggressive, as it has been up'to
this point, it stands a good chance
of ridding the area of Beck and
Beckism for - the coming period: If
they submit to the pressure of ‘Green,
Tobin & Co. to adopt a “hands off”
policy, theewhole labor movement
will be subjected to the vicious pol-
icies of raiding, back-door agreemetits
and the goon-squad tacties of ‘the
Beck regime.
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A London Letter Reports on the Dehate on Devaluation in the British House of Gommons

To the Editor:

A body of about twenty people
called the British cabinet has de-
cided to devalue the British pound
sterling. This took place, as have
many important decisions, during a
holiday recess.

They did not call Parliament, in
true democratic style, before their
decision to see whether they would
agree. Instead they presented the
country with . .an accomplished fact.
And when Parliament was eventually
called, on the demand of the opposi-
tion, the debate was not on the mer-
its and demerits of devaluation, but
on a motion of confidence in the
twenty men who had carried it out.

Opening the debate, Cripps ex-
plained the sorry plight in which
Britain finds itself and tried to ex-
plain why he had devalued the
pound. He then assured the workers
that the devaluation will not raise
the cost of living by more than one
point before the end of the year—a
beautiful evasion of the truth by “St.”
Stafford Cripps.

As a last-minute gesture to the
workers, Cripps increased the tax on
distributed profits from 25 to 30 per
and brandished -a warning. finger
against those wicked capitalists who
are not complying with his reqpest
to restrict their dividends. And as a
final sop to those middle-class volers
who love to chatter about Whitehall
costliness, he promised to cut down

governmental expenditure—how much

that will save of our dollar
is problematic.

imports

Aftler the two opening speeches and
one or two by lesser fry, the Church-
ill-Bevan tussle added a bit of light
relief. To both of ‘t__hem the impend-
ing election was more importiant than

the subject under discussion, and de-
valuation was ignored.

NOT ON DEVALUATION

Churchill took the opportunity for
a full-blooded harangue against the
Labor government which, he alleged,
had brought us to ouf present haz-
ardous position, in spite of the gen-
erous gifts given to us by the mem-
bers of the commoqwealth,

Bevan jumped to the defense of the
Labor government and in what was
undoubtedly a brilliant oration . de-
fended it admirably " against the
Churchill attack; Bevan got the bet-
ter of the duel—but he didn't talk
about devaluation. He proved with
a masterful array of figures that the
Labor government was a better ad-
ministrator of British capitalism than
the Tories. He stated that the Labor
government had inherited a bankrupt
nation and was pulling it out of a
nasty mess.

“We inherited in 1945 that situation,
We managed by the last half of
1948, for the first time since 1935, to
show a favorable balance of 30,000,000
pounds. In other words, this nation,
as described by Mr. Churchill, had
devoted itself with such industry,
persistence and skill to the task of
national recovery that we had more
than made up for the consequences
of the war,

“We had already brought the na-
tion back to a more favorable situa-
tion than it was in in 1935. Taking the
whole of 1948, if we had been en-
joying the same terms of trade as
the Conservative government had
enjoyed in 1937, we would have had
an over-all surplus and we were do-
ing that at the same time as we were
providing our people with full em-
ployment.

“Those two facts of themselves,
without any supports, constitute a
complete rebuttal of all the flatulent
generalities of yesterday’s speeches.”

He then went on to quote the fig-
ures of the increase of British pro-
ductivity compared with other coun-
tries of Europe in which, apart from
Sweden and Denmark, Britain was in
the lead, and the extent to which
Britain had increased dollar exports
and reduced dollar imports.

The record of the Labor govern-
ment was incomparably better than
that of the Tories after World War 1.

“Mr. Churchill gave us his inspir-
ing leadership from 1920 -to 1926.
They had had only one war. We had
the result of two wars. What was the
result? Of all the nations of Europe,
Great Britain, proud Great, Britain,
was at the bottom of the league. Ev-
ery nation in Europe had increased
its production better than Great Brit-

ain—except Poland. She had a war
on.”

Although Mr. Bevan never spoke
about devaluation in the devaluation
debate, his speech was received with
rapturous delight by Labor members
and when he had finished Cripps and
Attlee patted him on the back.

After this, the debate did not again

reach histrionie heights.

“REBELS” LINE UP

Lyttleton began by reminding Be-

van' of his socialisi past when he (Be-
van) had written:

“By some iwist of the Tory mind
it is good trade to persuade someone
in a remote part of the world to buy
our goods, but wrong to allow the
same goods to be consumed by our
own people. We are told by some peo-

plg who ought to know better that
we shall have to increase our exports
after the war by some 50 per cent,”

One or two suggestions for getting
over Britain’s difficulties were put
forward. Eden suggested a concerted
trade policy by Britain, Western Eu-
rope and the Commonwealth—a sug-
gestion which had already been put
forward at Strasburg. On the Labor
side, Albu suggested a further sub-
sidy on bread and the pruning of
high salaries; Mikardo that defense
expenses should be pruned; Ellis
Smith pointed to the inegualities be-
tween the workers and the inhabi-
lants of the Dorchester, Savoy and
Grosvenor. and demanded that the
next budget be a radical people’s
budget and include a capital levy.

But although some dissatisfaction
with devaluation was expressed on
the Labor side, the whole affair was
admirably stage-managed to prevent
this dissatisfaction becoming manifest.
Instead of a straight debate on de-
valuation, the debate was on a mo-
tion of confidence in the government.

Although some Labor MPs may
have opposed devaluation, they had,
as Maxton said on a previous occa-
sion, a thousand good reasons a year
for not opposing the government. The
expulsion of the “independents” and
the nearness of the election are bound
to make these thousand good reasons
extremely important in their calcu-
Iations. . '

By this confidence-motion trick, by
a three-line whip and ably assisted
by “left-winger” Bevan, Cripps got
a solid Labor vote in support-of de-
valuation, All the Labor “rebels’—
with the excepilion of Tom Braddock
—dutifully entered the government
lobby.

As a result of devaluation and the
devaluation debate, the date of the
election has become problematic.” Pre-
viously it seemed certain that the
Labor government would finish its
term of office, but repeated demands
for an early election by “supporters
of both parties make an early elec-
tion seem Jbossible.

EARLY ELECTION?

An early election is demanded by
some trade wunionists in order tc
know whether they will have to work
devaluation under a Tory or a Labor
government. The Tories are demand-
ing an early election because they
believe they can cash in on the dis-
content with devaluation, and make
capital out of the present sorry btate
of the British economy.

As for the Labor Party itself, an
early election would probably be bet-
ter than a later one, Cnpps has stated
‘that the rise in the cost of living be-
fore the end of the year will, be only
slight. Next year, however, when the
indirect effects of .devaluation on the-
cost of hvmg begin to be felt, there
will be an “increasing struggle be-
tween the Labor government and the
workers, and- the govemment may
lose workmg class support, perha,ps
to the Stalinists,

It therefore seems possible that an
election will take place this year, The
only thing which will postpone it is
the desire of the government to fin-
ish its term of office, and also to f‘ﬂht
the election on the issue of the House
of Lords and the steel bill—their’ ng-
gest eIcct;oneermg stunt and an lssue
on which they will be ﬁghtlng on
more favorable ground.

Ken EATON
London
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" and a member of the same "'class"
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LABOR ACTION

PROF. DESCRIBES ‘SOCIETY

A LA CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER

By HAL DRAPER
Are there classes in America?

It used to be fashionable for respectable sociologists to meet this question
w1th a vigorous denial, acenmpamed by an equally vigorous denunciation
of Marxism for “1mpo1tmg the concept from Europe to these shores.

In Europe, they told us, there is a class stratifieation as a hangover
from older times. When an English workman tips his hat to a toff and says
“Slr” to a clean collar (and that is no doubt getting outdated also), you
have evidence of the existence of classes. When an American taxi duvel
éays “OK, bud, climb in,” to a top hat, you have evidence of the democratic
non-class sociéty which blesses these shores,

The denunciation of Marxism is still with us, but the denial of class strati-
fication fms shifted from indignant rejection to harmless reinterpretation. The
Iend]ﬂg American sociologlsf who, with a group of associates, has been car-
ﬂnng on research on the question of the class structure of Amerucun society
hds recenl'ly publlshed the results of I||s work over a score of years or so, and
Life magazine has given it a spread :omple'}e with real-life photos of class
spuimens. The professor is W. Lloyd Warner, his book is "Social. Class in
Amerlca," and his resulis are—a cutting :ommeniury on bourgeois sociclogical
ihoory.

The reader would, of course, be perfectly right in assuming that this
comment is “prejudiced”—that is, we confess to approaching Warner's
thesis with a previously held view on the subject—but even s0, this is not

mcompat:ble with some expectation of enlightenment There is no Marxist._

principle which says that a group of serious scholars who have spent nearly
20 years on a research project cannot come up with interesting and even
valuable icontributions just because they do not operate on the basis of the
N;‘a_r,xist view. On the contrary; we do not know whether Professor Robert
Lynd considers himself -a Marxist in any sense, or so considered himself
when he produced “Middletown,” but there can be no doubt that from any-
one’s point of view that study of an American community was an exceed-
ingly important contribution to the subject.

To a Trivial Question, Trivial Answers

The reason is of importance for estimating Warner’s work. The Lynds’
book was significant, to Marxists among others, not necessarily because it
gave answers palatable to them, but because it asked the relevant questions.
Warner apparently began his project with a question which doomed his re-
searches to triviality from the beginning.

His project was to classify strata of society on the basis of their indi-
vidugl- behaviour patterns as seen through a numper of. seiechd factors such
as: What part of town does the subject live in? whuf clubl does he hleng to?
is: hu home ‘an expensive new one or a family helrloorn'? are his wife's dinner
parties reported on the first or second page of the local newspaper’s "society™
section? etc. Even income is-only one factor of many like the above. Seurce
of income is also'one of the factors but on a basis best described as “snob-
hism." In fact, Warner's factors can be—every one of them—reduced to a
sfngle content: Who can afford to be snobbish o whom, and on what grnunds?

On this basis—the order of bnobbely—Warner distinguishes six eclasses.

‘The names of these classes might just as well be: A, B, C, D, E, F, but they

are in fact: lower-lower, upper-lower, lower-middle, upper-middle, lower-
upper, and upper-upper. It is immediately apparent that, even from Warner’s
point of view, the number of classes and their differentiating criteria are
purely arbitrary. By shifting the index cards around a bit, a division into
four classes, or eight, or—well, pick a number from one to twenty—would
be not only equally possible but equally meaningful and equally legitimate

. to- carry Whrner's results.

+ Warner, then, has not distinguished classes at all; he has merely re-

“ported:-on the existence of' the same hierarchical setup which is the subject
“smatter of the “society editor.” It may sound nasty to say that his work is
+0f more interest to Cholly Knickerbocker than to serious students of society,

but-the sad faect is that it is perfectly accurate.

The hierarchy is certainly there—and has been described by novelists
long before Warner, though not as pedantically—but what do you do with
it after it is all neatly classiﬁed" What does it explain?

‘What relation does it have to interpreting the dynamics of society? Will
@ mémber of the "upper middle" class {whois a ‘skilled tool-and-die worker)
‘who is a grocery owner tend to have the
same’attitudes and fend toward the same actions with regard to Taft-Hartley,
Traman, freée enterprise, rucial democracy, or 'a score of other dynqmi: prob-
lems of the duy?

Warner’s original sin is his attempt to view class stratification solely
in terms of superficial indices of behavior. The Marxist view takes, as the
basis of class differences, the position in the economic structure, the rela-
tion to the ownership of the means of production and role in the process of

. production: the class of those who have to sell their labor power to make

a living, and the class of those who live by owning and by exploiting the
labor of others; these as the two most fundamental classes of capitalist
socxe{:y, other class groups being distinguishable on the same basis but not
of the same fundamental importance.

Marxism and Class Attitudes

A reviewer in the New Republic, Professor Lipset, who takes Warner’s
book apart with some ease, takes care, however, to’ sideswipe Marxism also.
His criticism of Warner, he writes—
“does not indicate that a t‘ne01y of ‘objective’ class structure based solely
on position in the economic structure will suffice by itself. Marxist so-
clolbgy, which assumes an eventual clear-cut relationship. between eco-

nomie class position and behavior, has not proved adequate. The social status
of many wage-workers, notably the white-collar workers and technicians,
leads many of them to acquire attitudes similar to those of the controlling
economie groups.”

1t is always amazing to us—perhaps because of remnants of naiveté—
how sincere and undoubtedly otherwise conscientious scholars permit them-
selves to toss off dicta on Marxism, on the basis of what is evidently a
nodding acquaintance. As long as the dictum is unfavorable, there is, it
seems, little chance that one’s professloral reputation may be hurt by a
display of sheer ignorance .

Marxism “assumes” no “eventual clear-cut relationship between eco-
nomic class position and behavior,” if, as Lipset’s further remark indicates,
this means a one-to-one correspondence between class position and attitudes.
Its proposition is merely this: that of the many factors determining at-
titudes at any particular time, the most weighty and the decisive one is
class pomtlon—ovel the development ‘of a period of time and for the mass
of people in the given class. It is not a means of predicting a given individ-

~ual’s reaction but of deseribing the motive force for social trends. It is not

a means, taken by itself, of accounting for all aspects of the thinking of a
class group at any stage in its development but of accounting for the direc-
tion of development to be expected.

As such, even in America where class-consciousness has been long re-
tarded by counteracting forces often analyzed by Marxists, the direction
of’ developing class attitudes has been so clear that little to-do need be made
about it here.

Lipset’s concrete evidence for the “inadequacy” of Marxism is also based
on a second confession of ignorance. According to Marxism, the class po-
sition of the “white-collar workers and technicians” is not the same as that
of the industrial production worker—precisely his class position in the most
“objective” and scientific sense. If the remark could be made without seem-
ing too offensive, we would say that Professor LlpSBt is rea]ly not acquainted
with the ABC of the view he criticizes in passing.

A .Io)'nt Statement hy Three Socialist Tendencies in the U.S. - -

LABOR ACTION herewith publishes the com-
plete text of a statement on Stalinism which was
drawn up for the signature of all orgunizations
in the United States which, while opposing the
Stalinist regime in Russia, proclaim their adhm-
ence te socialism.

The statement was originally submitted for
the official signature of the Independent Socialist
League, the Sociul-Democratic Federation, the
Socialist Labor Party, the Socialist Pariy, the
Socialist Workers Party and the World Social-
ist Party. As may be seen from the statement, it
was designed to emphasize the opposition of all
socialistic groups in this country to any claim
that. Stalinism makes to represent socialism, its
ideals and its prineciples, without in any way
concealing the fact that the signing organizations
differ among themselves on numerous other ques-
tions which the statemeht is not intended to' deal
with.

The Independent Socialist League made it
clear that it prefers to sign the statement to-
gether with all the other organitations. Unfortu-
nately this proved to be impossible.

The Socialist Labor Party declined to sign the
statement with the others on the ground that it
does not acknowledge the claim of any organiza-
tion except itself to the program of socialism,
even though it took no particular exception to the
validity of the statement as drafted, The Socialist
Workers Party vefused to sign it, either, although
it will p:obably be very prudent about defending
its decision in public. It did not take any exeep-
tion to the characterization of Stalinism or to
any of the specific terms in the statement. Still
it refused to sign because the statement did not
call for an wuncompromising struggle against
capitalism. It also objected because Social Demo-
crats were among those invited to sign. The So-
cial Democratic Federation also declined to sign
its name officially to the statement. Its secretary,

August Cldessens, consented to the use of his sig-

nature in o personal capacity. The Independent
Sacmhst League and the Socialist Pdity ag?eed
to sign the statement officially.

No further comment on the statement is nec-
essary, for the present.—ED.

Preamble

The ultimate objective of socialists of all
schools represented in the United States of Amer-
ica is the abolition of man’s exploitation by man.
The means to this end advocated by the several
groups vary so widely that they cannot be re-
conciled; yet, with- the single exception of the
Communist Party, no American party, group or
school which advocates socialism can see in the
means by whic¢h the ruling coterie in the Soviet
Union pretends to have implemented socialism,
or in the results achieved, anything but a con-
sistent and thoroughly cynical betrayal of tradi-
tional socialist ideals.

Besides their agreement upon socialism’s ul-
timate objective, American socialists are also in
complete agreement upon one other thesis, which
is that Stalinism is not socialism. They therefore
resent ‘in common the more: and more frequent
assertion by the Kremlin’s agencies in the United
States and- elsewhere that.their mission :is to
“teach socialism.”

Before going further it must be made clear
that some of the groups in the United States which
seek to abolish man’s exploitation by man, by one
means or another, are as hostile -to capitalism,
thence to the American political institutions which
are inextricably associated with the capitalistic
economy, and thence to the extension of American
economic influenag abroad, or capitalistic imper-
ialism, as they are to Stalinism. They steadfastly
refuse to take sides in what they consider a con-
fliet between evils.

These views are always presented as reserva-
tions, by several anti-capitalistic groups in their
declarations of hostility to the pseudo-socialism
of the Kremlin and such of its agencies as the
American Communist Party. Their position is
briefly stated here so as to make it unmistakably
clear that they do not join in an indietment of
Stalinism in the Interest of capitalism or of cap-
italistic- imperialism. With this reservation, those
groups in the United States which strive towards
socialism’s ultimate objective by their several
means and which endorse this ‘statement agree
that Stalinism is not socialism for the following
reasons, among many others:

1 T

A totalitarian despotism. is not consistent with
socialism,

In the Stalin Constitution of 1936, the USSR is
described as “a socialist state of workers and
peasants.” Workers, peasants and the state are
certainly there; and the machinery set up cer-
tainly functions. But fhat machinery works to
express the will of the most highly centralized,
least responsible, least humane despotism that
ever tyrannized a great human community.

/!
2

Gross inequality in living standards and priv-
ileges is not consistent with socialism.

In no country on earth is there such a wide
range of living standards and privileges, from
slave laborer, through peasants, unskilled labor,
skilled labor, bureaucrats, intellectuals and the
commissariat, up to the ruling gang, as exists in
Soviet Russia. At the end of only a few decades,
educational and employment privileges for the
children of the privileged give promise of a
hereditary caste system.

3

The arbitrary administration of justice by the
police is peculiorly repugnant to all socialists be-
cquse of their historic conflict wiih the policing
of ideas.

~In Soviet Russia the thief, a1somst or mur-
dcrel may have his day in court. The suspected
political dissident is investigated, arrested, in-
vestigated again by torture, indicted, tried, sen-
tenced, and the sentence executed by the police.

4

Judicial murder, through show trials and purges,
for purely political purposes, have made forever
false and shameful Stalin’s claim to be a champ!on
of socialist ideals.

The methods employed in Russia in' the late
'30s to clear Stalin’s bloody path to 'power, 'and.
more recently employed in the satellite states to
liquidate honest opposition to Stalinism, are not
to be explained as foul means to a good end, They
are means for the foul liquidation of the ideals
of socialism.

5

The enslavement and exploitation of industrial
labor in the Soviet Union, under-a fantastic sys-
tem of speedup, wage differentials, police control
of the worker's choice of employment, with slave

labor for the dissident, is the boldest possible re-

udiation of the basic elements of socialism. !

Whatever one socialist group or another thinks
that the function of unionism should be under
established socialism, none has ever contemplated
the preservation of the¢ union as:an instrument

of state exploitation of the Wolker, which s the

major function in the Sov:et Umon today.
6 ¥ ij:l '
The Russian peasant is toeday bound to the land
in a condition of cloulv policed and Iwrsllly ex-

ploited state serfdom, which was never contem-
plated by any teacher of socialism.

Upon the question of whether or not the land
should be nationalized and farming collectivized,
American socialists differ. They differ not at all,
however, in their feeling that mass liquidations,
mass deportations to slave camips, and man-made
famines, leading to state serfdom, are not imple-
mentations of socialist ideals, but a singularly
savage form of the exploitation of man by man.

7

For many decades in many lands socialjsts have
fought for freedom of expression; but never has
any. tyranny, political or ecclesmsl‘icul. so com-
pletely blanketed non-conformist expression through
espionage and terror, or so cnmplefely quarantined

a great mass of hnm_ﬂnlfy against world news and
Irends of thought elsewhere, as has the Stalin dic-
tatorship in what it has the effrontery to describe
as "'the land of socialism.”

There is now a mass of evidence available to
prove that slave labor, made up largely of political
dissidents, according to - arbitrary police stand-
ards, from which there is no possible appeal, under
barbarous and debasing conditions, using up mil-
lions of ""expendibles' at minimum cost, has become
an essential; feature in the Soviet Union's economic
planning.

Stalinism this ce1talnly 1s, ‘socialism 1t cer-
tainly is not.

9

The utterly cynical Stalinist effort to follow
upon the Kremlin's use of the subservient Russian
Orthodox Church as an ‘instrument of policy by
setting up state churches in'the satellifes, sup-
ported and patronized by the agencies of a frankly
atheistic dictatorship, as new mediums for the ex-
tension of Stalin's will, is abominable ‘in the sight
of.all socialists, irrespective of their attitude to-
wards religion or clericalism.

- There has never been a school of socialism
that has not championed freedom of religion and
conscience. All American socialist groups insist
upon the separation of church and state. There is,
therefore, none that can take note with anything
but loathing of these recent Stalinist aspirations
to establish in the Kremlin a kind of godless
Soviet Russian foreign policy in support of world
papacy, using all complacent priesthoods as sub-
sidized agents of tyranny.

Socialism is as siuunchlylnppued, to the con-
quest and exploitation, by whatever means, of race
by race, nation by nation, or state by state, as it is
to the exploitation of man by man.

Socialism and imperialism are irreconcilable.
Soviet Russian foreign policy in support of world
revolution once enjoyed the support of many so-
cialist groups in all countries and the sympathetic
interest of many others. But the extension of
Stalinist imperialism to neighboring peoples and
their conversion into police states.is viewed with
horror by all American somahsts. IR

Finally, it must be said with ‘emphasis that

"for these several reasons, no group of socialists

in the United States collaborate with: Stalinists
politically or believes that such collahoration any-
where can possibly serve the socmlmt cause or
do socialism ecredit.

Endorsed through independent aﬁeml ueiion by:

The Socialist Party, Harry Fleischman, national
secretary, signing; .

~ The Independent Socialist League,’ Mux Shacht-
man, national chairman, signing; - F

August Claessens, secretary of the Secial De-
mocratic Federation,
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welcome  this exciting, swift-moving and well-documented. story of one of
Ameriea’s most vital unions.” He is referring, as LABOR ACTION readers
might guess, to The UAW and Walier Reuther by Irving Howe and B. J.
Widick, the new labor book wIﬂch has received enthusiastie reviews through-
out the country.

“With keen insight as well as excellent ortorial sense, the authors tell
the story of the birthpangs of the UAW . ., The herg:of the book is not so
much Reuther—although his personality is b;ulhantﬁr portrayed—but the
UAW itself . .. The authors, fortunately, do not seek’to make this a eulogy
of Reuther . .. This book is successful because‘lt presents a bio-personality
of a union plus a candid-camera picture of its leaders which® ‘altogether re-
sults in something lefreshmg and vital even though it raises a,number of
questions about the future.”

Indicative of the wide variety of notices The UAW and Wa?te? Reuther
has received is a review in The Michigan Catholic by Father Ged‘rge ‘Higgins,
who says: “This is an important book—almost indispensable, in fact, for
anyone who wants to understand . , . Reuther.

“Like it or not, Reuther and the UAW are a force to be reckoned with in
American society. We ourselves happen to like it, but .even those who don't
will profit from reading what a couple of discerning commentators have to say
about it~mot all of which, by any means, is particularly flattering to
Reuther . . .”

The bulk of the Michigan Catholic review is then devoted to a polemic
against the book’s eriticism of the Association of Catholic Trade Unionists
which, the reviewer claims, is more radical than Howe and Widick say it is.

The South Bend (Ind.) Tribune finds the book “a truly interesting and,
in many ways, exceptionally informative study. It is, for the most part, devoid
of even a trace of academic dullness_but in their efforts to achieve. maximum
readability the authors have not resorted to the use of ‘color’ to a distracting
extent ... This really is an important book.”

The Tennessean of Nashville, Tenn., finds the book an
pathetic study .

The UAW and Walter Reuther, which was published by - Randum House,
can be obtained from LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE, $3.00.

T
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Good Indian?

In September, the U. S. Senate ap-
proved a bill to authorize the erec-
tion of a memorial to Gandhi in-the
nation's capital.

In Another Part of the Forest, the
government is. sending to jail Larry
Gara, other followers of Gandhi in
this country, and. conscientious objec-
tors whose crime is that of acting on
Gandhi's teachings.

Apparently another verswn of: The
only. good Indian is a dead 'un.

-

Too Many Dummies

' The members of the American Con-
tract Bridge League have wvoted 7 to
5 to ban Negroes from their organiza-
tion.

There is an unsubstantiated rumor
that they also protested the use of

black (and, red) for printing decks
of cards.

'Blood and Guts' Hook

“I speak in' the first person oh]y
for purposes of expository. emphasis.
Give me o hundred million dollars
and a thousand dedicated people, and
I will guarantee to generate such a
wave of democratic unrest among the
masses—yes, even among the .sol-
diers—of Stalin’s own empire, that
all of his problems for a Eong time
to come will: be internal. I'can find
the people . . .”

Sidney Hook, in Winter 1949 is-
sue of Poliites, page 386. (Itahcs in
original.)

“Sidney Hook had a rough sum-
mer. His well ran dry at his South
Wardsboro, Vt., summerplace, so he
had to lug water from miles away.
By the way, the NYU philosopher
has a .22 rifle range on his farm and
practices regularly.”

(“Heard on the Left” in the New
Leader, October 1, 1949.)

With Bated Breath

“In our trade union policy and
practice, the time has come to say
that unofficial strikes must be out-
lawed. Union discipline must be en-
forced against those who ‘promote,
organize and lead unofficial strikes"
... Sir William Lawther, veteran
British. Mine Union leader,. told his
organization during a recent megt-
ing in London.—Dispatch from Eng-

land in the Reading Labor Advocate,

September 30.

«The..Advoeate,which is the Socials
ist Parly organ in Reading, .goes..on
to report that Lawther gave the ex-
istence of a Labor government in. of-
fice as a basic reason for outlawing
“unofficial” strikes. ; :

We are waiting for Normanh Thom-
as or the SP, who so often claim. that
Lenin’s:Russia suppressed the right: to
strike and that “Stalinism flows.from
Leninism,” to express their horror
and indignation at the line of their
friends in the leadership of the Brit-
ish Labor" Party. But then—we -also
waited for them to say something
about Attlee’s use of troops to break
the London dock workers’ strike: .«

-
A Brief Essay
- -
On Capitalism

“Cornelius. La Roy, 39-year-old
Lansing, Mich:;- machinist, was held
for mental observation today because
he gave away-:$15,000 to ‘some poor
people I thought needed it, . . . ‘I
just wanted to help some poor peo-
ple, he apologized. ‘He said. he had
no - family and thought he could: do
with his money as ‘he pleased.”—N.
Y. Herald Tribune, September 30
(UP) fromm Washington, D. C.

Austerity

“Who has made money out of de-
valuation? Pretty nearly everyone on
the Stock Exchange has made some
profit,”—London Evening Standard
September 19.

This and That

- Michael Straight, editor of the New
Republic, and now an ex-Stalinoid,
"has made his peace with the Demo-
cratic Party and Truman. Forced
writer of a piece on Tammany. to. re-
write it three times, taking the guis
out before it was printed. . . . ' The re-
actionary “Catholic World” says-that
“The Life of Leon Trotsky” is being
prepared 'for publication by -one of
its writers. Anybody is allowed to
guess that it will be the most schol-
arly job since Lizzy Dilling’s.*The
Red Network.” . .. Burt Cochran lof
the Socialist Workers Party has been
working out a review of the Howe-
Widick book “The UAW. and Waller
Reuther” for the past month and; a
half; and the ribbing he's been tak-
ing from friends and acquaintances
isn't keeping him happy. . .. Sales:of
the pro-Stalinist Daily Compass of
New York are at a new low. Same
for the Daily Worker. . . . David
Brown, a high-powered publicity
man for the reactionary. American
Medical Association, has resigned his
job with a hot letter to his boss pro-
testing that the AMA’'s propaganda
against health insurance is too .crook-
ed for his stomach. He agrees with
the AMA’s position on the question
but won't peddle their lies.
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Mao Tze-tung Gives Russia a Hand in the UN—

China Stalinists Set Up a New State

By JACK BRAD

The assembly convened by the
Chinese Communist Party has pro-
claimed a new state from the capital
at Peiping. Mao Tze-tung, 'head of
the party, is also chief of state;
Chou En-lai, one of the party's top
triumvirate, premier and foreign
minister. Communist Party domina-
tion is indisputable and complete in
all sections of the new government.

Following swiftly on the announ-
cement, Russia recognized the CP
regime, renouncing its treaty with
the  almost defunct Nationalists.
Most likely the other “peoples’ de-
moeracies” will follow suit in shert
order. Foreign Minister Chou has
requested all governments, including
the U. S: and Britain, to grant such
recognition.

_In speculations over these events
most observers had agreed that the
new state would be officially announ-
ced either at the fall of Canton, last
toe-hold of the Nationalists on the
continent, or on QOctober 10, the so-
called “double tenth” anniversary
day of the 1911 Revolution which
inaugurated the modern political era
in China. Instead Mao made his un-
expected statement to the Political
Consultative Assembly on Septem-
ber 20, its opening day, a most un-
'nslial procedure, Fromi a national
v:ewpomt this was premature.

MARKED AT BIRTH

It is apparent now that the pro-
nouncement was . made to coincide
with the opening days of the United

»Nations General Assembly with the
object of strengthemng the hand of
‘Russian diplomacy. It is very prob-
able that the Russians will try to

" ‘make the Chinese issue a major pivot

" point in their strategy at this session
of the UN.

With it they will not only be able to
make extensive propaganda as defend-
ers of an Asiatic pecople but will try to
challenge Anglo-American control of
the council by demanding replacément
of the discredited Nationalists by the
new government, Since China has a
permanent seat on the Security Coun-
cil—at the insistence of Washington—
this is a matter of great importance,
Instead of answering the charges of
Yugoslavia, Vishinsky can now make
much of the deprivation of the rights
of a nation of half a billion people.

The timing of the new staté was
tled to the larger international strat-
egy of Russian foreign policy; from
its birth it is a member of one of
the world power bloes without auto-
nomous orientation in world affairs.

- Conversely, all nations must now
reckon: with this extension of Rus-
sian international power deep into
the heart of Asia. For the first time
a- Stalinist state of continental pro-
portions has been established out-
side of Russia and on the basis of
its own conquest of power. An his-
teric event of indefinable ‘magnitude
Lasraccurred.

; Already the cautious wait-and-sec
nf the White Paper is outdated, since
the - time for decision has arrived.
Anglo-American | discussions have
been taking place for weeks without
solution of the differences. The Amer-

&

. .ieans can eontinue to postpone action

indefinitely, though with inereasing
difficulty, in the hope that the new
regime will be forced to make cer-
tain concessions in return for trade.
The British are not in such a happy
position. They cannot afford to look
askance at any trickle of trade nor
can they ignore the pressing issue
of  the fate of Hong Kong.

AQUESTION OF RECOGNITION

In many ways the British have
gained by the CP victories, replacing
the U, 8. as exporter to China, Hong

Kong has taken over much of the
trade formerly passing through
Shanghai, which is under blockade.
More than ever, Hong Kong is the
entrepot and key port. London can-
not, then, take its attitude from the
1elatwe]_v_.r dispassmnate heights ‘of
long-term and over-all strategy in
the cold war. It will probably de-
ter mme its policy on the basis of the
régime’s attitude toward Hong Kong.
If, as is likely, the Stalinists con-
tinue for a period to maintain the
status quo, British pressure for re-
cognition will be irresistible.

It is difficult to see on what basis
recognition can be put off indefinitely.
It would be incredible for London
alone to take the step. The most
likely formula at this time appears
to be de-facto recognition which
would establish all the requisite con-
ditions for trade but withhold de-
jure recognition until after the UN
session at least or longer. It is doubt-
ful if Washington will attempt to
hold Formosg, Hainan .Island or any
other section of traditional China
unless substantial non-Kuomintang
resistance develops, as in Tibet.

In the larger framework of the inter-
ternational balance of power the
problems are only becoming apparent
and new ones will arise. The U. S. has
been outflanked in the entire North
Pacific, for example. With Manchuria
under the Russian thumb, with con-
nections to the industrial complex of
Mukden and Changchun; and with rail,
air and road connections to Siberia
secure, the Russian bases in Dairen
and Port Arthur are substantial fort-
resses. They are located less than an
hour from Japan and twe hours from
Okinawa. The Philippines are within
easy range of even short-range
bombers. For the first time a Russian
Asiatic fleet can have permanent and
extensive berths. )

South Korea has heen reduced to
a helplessly surrounded island which
can be overrun at will. Japan can
be little more than a new Bataan and

there are strong movements among:

all classes to reach an agreement on
at least a modus vivendi with the
Russians., In any case Japan is an
unsuitable U. 8, base and has heen
stlategically neutralized. U. S. pol:
icy of support of native reaction has
turned  popular sentiment against
MacArthur's occupation. From its
Chinese base Stalinism will now he
in a position to launch a political
offensive 'against the U, 8. inside
Japan. Nor are the Japanese Zai-
batsu any more reliable for the U. S.
Already many of them look to China
as the only major market possible
to them. American refusal to permit
such trade will create new antag-
chisms.

STALIN OVER ASIA

These developments explain the
hysterical cries for lmlp from the
reactionaries in power in South Ko-
rea, from the Philippines and fram
Chiang Kai-shek in their pressure
for a Pacific Pact. And because com-
mitment to such a paet would in-
volve an enormous but hardly com-
pensated outlay Washington has re-
jected these appeals. Looming over
tomorrow’s horizon is the threat to
Southeast Asia—Viet Nam, Burma
and Malaya.

Thus far the Russians nave not
only gained through their relations
with the new Stalinist regime in
Peiping but also through direct ex-
pansion of their own power. In Man-

churia a separate economie pact;:

plus joint administration of the rail-
roads and many plants as well as

© control ‘of the chief military bases,

pives Russia what is in effect a
sphere of infiuence in the traditional
imperialist sense. Mongolia has been

f

War by Terror - -

(Continued from page 1)
ception? The concept of indiscrimi-
nate bombing attacks on nonmilitary
targets undermines these accepted
standards and if it is initiated may
destroy them.”

The picture, painied —we empha-
size—by men among the highest VIPs
in the armed services, albeit for their
own group purposes, clearly under-
lines’ what so many of the people of
Europe and so few of the people of
this country understand:

That the next imperialist war,
fought with atomic. weapons and su-

For information abpnf the

INDEPENDENT
SOCIALIST
LEAGUE

Write to the ISL
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

per-means of mass slaughter, CAN-
NOT save the world for civilization,
democracy, the “American way of
life,” or any other shibboleth or fair-
seeming aim such as justifies liberals,
socialists or labor in looking upon it
as a means of “stopping Stalinism.”

Win or lose for Western imperial-
ism, it can only help to speed up the
(orces of disintegration in the decay-
ing capitalism of today making for
an extension of the despair, disori-
entation and unoriented misery upon
which Stalinism feeds.

. If Seeretary Johnson is afraid that.
the inquiry will “do grave damage
to our national security,” it is be-
cause the disclosures of the navy big
shots can only make the Western Eu-
ropean peoples more determined than
ever to avoid being used as the can-
non fodder and bombing grounds in
the war between Russian and Amer-
ican imperialism,

There is no doubt that the Russian
despotism of Stalin, within its means,
is oriented in the same direction as
Washington's war chiefs: a war of
terror and destruction. More than
ever, for the plain peoples of the
world, to stop both the barbarism of
Stalinism and the barbarism of capi-
talist decay, the fight for an inde-
pendent socialist mobilization against
both imperialist' camps is the only
way out, looking toward the reorgan-
ization of our world under socialist
democracies independent of both the
Kremlin and- Washington,

set up as an “autonomous area” with
more connections to Russia than to
China. For a long time the Russians
have intrigued for a special position-
in Sinkiang. Last week Sinkiang ad-
hered to the Peiping government with
the understanding that henceforth
Russian power would be dominant.
A split-of government has been
operating in the north of Sinkiang
for several years.

These vast territories of almost one
and three quarter million square miles
and forty-five million people form a
great arc from Tibet in Central Asia
to the Japan Sea. As in Europe, Rus-
sia has acquired a buffer belt of
weak and sparsely populated prov-
inces whose connections with the
center of Chinese power is quite ten-
uous.

The manner in which a new state
is established is usually a good in-
dicator of its charcter. There is no
attempt to obscure the domination
of the Communist Party. Not only
are the heads of state CP leaders
but “the working out of the initial
draft [of the program of the state]
was entrusted to the Communist
Party of China,” according to Chou
En-lai. The army and the state ap-
paratus are monopolies of the party.
Yet other elements are participating
and the Political Consultative Con-
ference, as well as.the regime, is des-
cribed as a coalition.

ASSEMBLY RIGGED BY CP

It should be noted that this PCC
was not a constituent assembly. It
was not elected nor in any way
charged by the people with any po-

litical power. The delegates are rep--

resentatives of various types of or-
ganizations and in all cases they
were appointed by or are themselves

the leaders of these organizations,

Thus the CP delegates were not
elected by the CP membership or by
a convention,

Fourteen political parties are rep-
resented. But these are parties only
by courtesy. Actually only the CP
has a membership.and local organs
over a wide area. Most of the rest
are cliques of renegades, from the
I{nommtang nr ey creatjons, of the

Delegatﬂ came f} om $ix army
umts. all 615 ]%adel‘-‘» ‘but‘potuelente{l
by 'the sold:elh, who do not have any
democratic organs. Of the total of
510 delegates, 206 claim to come
from ‘sixteen people’s organiza-
tions,” such as the All-China Fede-
ration of Literary and Arts circles
which had 15 delegates, only one less
than the CP itself. The Preparatory
Committee of the All-China Social
Science Workers Congress had a
like number, while the national min-
norities within Ching were assigned
ten seats. “In addition 75 noted in-
dividuals [representing themselves
only] were specially invited to par-
ticipate in the conference” with
votes. s

Obviously there is no question of
whether "Western-type” democracy
is or is not applicable in China. This
farce was arranged by 1I|e‘ CP as its
program for the compesition of the
new state. It has need of diverse ele-
ments around the banner of national
revolution. It is not able to rule uni-
laterally as yet nor does it dare es-
tablish popular arenas of discussion
with power of election. Problems of
political and economic reconstruction
enforce alliances with diverse classes
at this time in the absence of a great
people’s upsurge. But all these classes
are given their status by the party,
which thereby retains the power to
move against them when it becomes
expedient.

For the CP the major problem of

consolidation is how to create a new
national ruling class around the

_barty as a core by recruiting ele-

ments from many sections of the
population, especially the young in-
tellectuals. Over a country as huge
and varied as China, this is a matter
for many years. In Russia, which
was economically more advanced, the
Stalinist consolidation took about ten
vears. That is why the theoretical
leader of the CP, Liu Shao-chi, sta-
ted: “we deem it inappropriate [he
is referring to the insertion of the
goal of “socialism” in the program]
because the taking of considerable
socialist steps in China is a thing of
the rather far future.”

However, the main thing ‘is the
relention of state power in the hands
of the party. Under this aegis the
goal will be pursued as rapidly as it
can be,.

WHAT KIND OF STATE?

The PCC, far from being a demo-
cratically determined congress em-
powered to establish a new govern-
ment, has more of the characteristics
of a fabricated junto. What kind of
state did it set up? Mao Tze-tung
said: “The present Chinese People’s
PCC represents the people through-
out the country. Therefore it exer-
cises the powms of a national people’s
congress.” It is therefore unnecessary
to plc]ect such a congress for the
near future. Instead the present
structure requires a full meeting of
even this PCC only once every three
years,

This plenary session of the PCC
is given full powers of “framing and
amending the organizational statute

‘of the central people’s government.”

This plenum elects a national coun-
cil, which will be the actual state,
exercising both legislative and ex-
ecutive functions. For the first time
“the principle of democratic central-

ism,” whereby “the minority sub-
mit(s) itself to the decision passed
by the majority,” has been written
into state law. As interpreted in
every CP in the world, this means
the banning of faetions. In a govern-
mental structure this means that
every attempt to organize a political
opposition is illegal. Nothing so blat-
ant has been instituted in the “peop-
le’s democracies.” (All the quotations
above have been taken from the of-
ficial releases.)

It should be noted that one of the
chief accusations against Chiang
Kai-shek was his claim for the mono-
lithie rule of the Kuomintang during
“a period of tutelage.” The CP gov-
ernment, in effect, does the same but
in the name of “national demoec-
racy”; it can do this because of the
enormous power it has developed in
its bureaucratic revolution. Its state
is a bureaueratic centralized author-
itarianism based on the  emergent
class of bureauerats which for the
moment has side alliances with se-

lected non-representative leaders of
the peasantry, small landlords and
petty bourgeoisie,

It' may be objected .that this is
much too definitive a characteriza-
tion for what exists in China today.
Surely _this state and the Russian
state are not identical? It is, of
course, true that the Chinese Stal-
inists have not yet consolidated their
power and this may take some years.
Nor have they organized the econ-
omy to the degree that holds even in
East Europe.

But these are differences of degree
only. With the political power they
have captured tha direction of the
state is unmistakable, That there
will be many obstacles goes without
saying. But the entire energy. of the
state will be bent toward the con-
solidation of the new class'and the
extension of its power over ever
larger areas of life. That is why it is
entirely proper to designate this.
state as being of the same order as
all other Stalinist states.

Farmers Prosperous? 80 Per (ent
Are in the Same Boat with Labor

By MIKE STEVENS

What farmers are they talking
about?

The newspapers have been wntmg
in detail during the past few years
.about the terrific prosperity of the
farmers of America. The truth.of the
matter is that the average farmer is
just about geiting by. He is buying
lhe bare necessities of life without
going into debt.”

The above may be a bit hard to
swallow after the propaganda of the
last few years, but here are some
figures from the U, S. Census of Ag-
riculture: 3

There are 5,851,581 farmers in this
country. In terms of farm income, the
farms can be divided into three
- groups— upper, middle and . lower.
The lower group is the largest and
represents 39 per cent of all the farms
in  this country. These, almost two
million farms, have an average an-
nual farm ingome of only $466.

The middle group, representing 28
per cent of the farms, are just a lit-
tle better off. The.aperage-farm, in-
come of each of these is-only ;$1,629.

The above figures: are INCOME,
not net profit’or ‘anything like that.
‘The figures cited represent every sin-
gle cent a farmer. receives for his
goods to pay for feedycanimals, cloth-
ing, machinery, seed, lumber, taxes,
mortgages and food that he does not
raise on his farny,The lower and mid-
dle groups represent 67 per cent of
all the farms in the. United States.

The upper g1oup,, representmg the
remaining 33 per c,ent of the farms,
have an annual farm income of $2,500

Bell Facl'-Fmdmg Board - '-“'

(Continued from page 1)

to settle the strike. Bell intends to
use the fact finding board hearings
as ‘a public cover, while it tries to
settle the issue with Local 501 on.a
more prax:twa} bas:s.

While its lawyels will ‘be preseni-
ing briefs to the board, Bell manage-
ment will be scouring the countryside
for scab workers. While the com-
pany declares to the public that it
is ‘waiting for the fact-finding deci-
sion, it is actually attempting to build
up: ;is sworking Jorce ' with: " newly.

hired workers. This for. Bell there { val 501 to ease: up ‘on its fight. It

will be no cessation of its union-bust-

ing. By the time the fact-finders re- ..

port, “Bell hopes. to ‘have “hired “a
whole new working force. ,Should
the board's decision be somewhat
against the company, Bell would be
in a position to ignore its own hand-
picked board. The reason why Bell
wants the board is clear—Bell figures
it has nothing to lose—but how about
the union? :

CAN BELL PULL IT OFF?

Bell trapped the union in the medi-
ation sessions. The union welcomed
the mediators. The union announced

* publicly its full willingness to work

with the mediators, to hold up any
actions until the mediators could
function. Bell did all but spit in the
mediators’ eyes, while it took advan-
tage of the union’s temporary cessa-
tion of hostilities to strengthen its
own position.

Bell's recalcitrant attitude in medi-
ation resulted in the mediators' dis-
cussing not the demands of the will-
ing union, but the arbitrary ultima-
tums of the unwilling company. Bell
hopes to force the union into a similar
position with the fact-finding gambit.

While the fact-finders are in ses-
sion, Bell hopes the union will held
no demonstrations, cause no disturb-
ances on the picket line, while the
company continues to import scabs.
Should the union take any action,
Bell with the support of the News
and Courier hopes to whip up public
sentiment, and the fact-finders them-

and up, No breakdown is given of

figures: in ‘the upper group to indi-

cate’ how many farms are in the
$2,500 class and how many in the
graduated scale “up.” From previous
. sludies made by the government one
can legitimately guess that a big per-
centage of the farms in the upper
group are close to the $2,500 class,
leaving only a small percentage for
the number of farms that are making
big money.

In other words, the big farms and
rich farm owners in this country rep-
resent only a small fraction of the
total number of farms and farm own-
ers. The big farms are huge and are
making big money for their owners.
The glib references to the piles of
money being made by “the farmers”
obviously don’t refer to about 80 per
cent ‘of America’s farms and working
far mers. nor to the farm laborers who
wWork on the big farms.

The figures guoted above for the
lower and middle groups and for the
$2,500 class in the upper group, rep-
reseht income during the height of
so-called agricultural prosperity. It
is possible to imagine what will hap-
pen to these farmers when they have
a bad year, or when exports decline
—as they will. The farm laborer
working on the big farms will have
no land to lose but he can lose his
job.

The fact is that the working farm-
ers in this country are in the ‘same
hoat as the workers. Some of the
farmer's may not know it, and some
Of' thel worker's may not be awale of
it;'but thelr problems are not Iar
apart’ G e 1 ‘ "

TR
: At

selves, against the union. It's a neat

trick if it can be done. Bell is trying
to-do it.

Can an honorable settlement of the
sitrike issues be achieved through the
fact-finding board? It would be in-
‘correct to declare in advance that the
board, hand-picked though it is; will
give nothing to the union: Fact-find-
ing boards have made at least par-
tially favorable decisions before.

But they have done so only when
the union has been organized, strong
and able to ﬁght its battle on the
p1cszt line, It’ would be fatal for Lo-

would be fatal for the strikers to
stand by and watch hundreds bi new-

* 1y "hired séabs walk into Bell Air-

craft pIant every day, in the hopes
that the fact-finding board will get
them fired later on.

France Faces - -

(Continued from page 1)
in the last year, while: wages have
remained fixed.

As a result, the end of the vaca-
tion period saw the opening of a big
campaign by all the unions for a
raise for all workers and for a refurn
to free collective bargaining between
unions and employers, in place of the
present system of government wage-
fixing. This campaign PRECEDED
the announcement of devaluation and
was fully justified by the price rises
of the preceding twelve months. In
a period of industrial and agricul-
tural boom, the unions were seeking
merely to hold the line on their liv-
ing standards!

CABINET OR SOCIAL ' CRISIS?

Under such circumstances the an-
nouncement of devaluation came as
a great shock. Emergency meetings
of the bureaus of all the unions took
place. Interviews with the socialist
minister of labor, Daniel Mayer, fol-
lowed. The top committee of the So-
cialist Party supported Mayer's pro-
pnsals: a return to collective bar-
gaining within a few months; mean-
while, government subsidies to re-
duce the prices of certain essential
commodities, and bonuses for the
lower-paid categories of workers.

In appraising these proposals, it
must be kept in mind that promises
for price reduction have been handed
out for three years now and that
everyone ceased to believe them
long ago. And the “promises of bo-
nuses for the lower categories do not
constitule any answer to the demand
for general increases.

Buf in any case, even these de-
mands were too much for the other
parties in the government. The re-
sult was similar to that of all pre-
vious govea nment crises. The Social-
ist 'Party setlled the wage ploblem
on the basis of contmumg the wage
freeze, except for certain low- paid
categories which are to be deter-
mined later.

The last phrase is the joker, since
only the day before, the finance min-
ister had stated that he considered it
to apply only to those receiving less
than the legal minimum wage, Franc-
Tireur, independent left-wing Paris
daily, pointed out that in the Paris
region this would apply only to night
watchmen and to the maids in night-
club; toilels.,

As.for; rcstnratmn of collectwe bﬂr-

almng. it is plCllTllSEd wnhm “sey-

ral mcnthq but is to be accompa-
nied by provisions for arbitration, as
vet unspecified.

The day before the agreement of
the ‘political parties in the .cabinet
was-reached, Franc-Tireur stated ac-
curately the alternatives before: the
Socialist Party: either precipitate the
government crisis or face a social cri-
sis! The Socialist Party has again
shown that its vested interests are
too great to allow the former solu-
tion. It now remains to be seen whe-
ther a giant strike struggle will" be
the .answer of the workeys. ;

L‘DFT WING NFEDS UNI'I‘Y

The fighting capamty of. .the umons
is sergously ‘handicapped by their lack

of unity:.In France today there exist

If Bell succeeds in getting produc-
tion going, the fact-finding board de-
cision will more than likely ratify the
status quo. If Local 501 can keep the
scabs out of the plant, the fact- finders
will be more doncemed with the un-
ions just mneeds.

In any event, Local 501, actively
organizing its picket lines, keeping
its women’s auxiliary at full strength,
running strike relief dances, seeking
support from community groups—
and kccpmg all scabs out of the Bell
plant—will be in a position to con-
tinue its fight no matter which way
the ‘decision goes. Knowledge of this
fact can't help but influence the
board’s decision. If the union is to
get an honorable settlement, it will
continue
Bell Aireraft simultaneous with the
fact-finding hearings.

Quiet Steel Strike Conh'asis with Bell Violen;:
City Council Pins Responsibility on Corporation

BUFFALO, October 8—While pick-
eting steel workers gathered eagerly
around company-supplied radios to
listen to the world series game, Bell
Aircraft pickets stared tensely at 200
armed guards and sheriff's deputies
whose clubs and horses might go into
action at any moment.

The management of the struck steel
plant sent coffee and doughnuts ev-
ery two hours to the picketing work-
ers. The Bell management set up two
more tear gas bomb towers so they
could repeat their last week's per-
formance more efficienily the next
lime.

This is a study in sharp contrasts,
and something of an answer to the
question: “Who is responsible for vio-
lence in a labor dispute?” There will
be no violence in the Buffalo steel
sirike—so long as the company con-
tinues fo live up to its pre-sirike
agreement with the union not to hire
scabs or begin a back-to-work move-
ment,

There was no violence in the Bell

strike until Bell Aircraft violated its
pre-strike agreement and started a
back-to-work movement. Where one
deputy could have supervised a
peaceful scene, 200 deputies are not
enough. The steel companies, so far,
are fighting the union’s 1949 demands.
The Bell Aircraft Corporation is .out
to smash Local 501. There lies the
difference in the two situations,

CITY COUNCIL BIFFS BELL

The Buffalo Common Council on
October' 4 passed a resolution, 14-1,

- condemning the role played by Bell

Arcraft Corporation. The resoluton
read:

“Whereas the people of Buffalo
have been treated to the disgraceful
spectacle of thousands of its citizens
being made the target of unfounded
charges by the Bell Aircraft Corpo-
raton and, in fact, many of the work-
ers employed therein have been sub-
jected to physical violence, and

'I_"W]u_ereas the Bell Aircraft Corpo-

its day-to-day fight with -

no less than five trade-union federa-
tions, plus many unaffiliated unions.
The Stalinist CGT and the Catholic=
led CFTC (there is now a strong left
wing in the latter) united in demand-
ing a raise in the minimum wage
from 12,000 to 18,000 francs a month
(less than $50 a month!) with a gen-
eral raise of 3,000 francs in the base
pay of all workers, and a sliding scale
pegged to the cost of living, ABO?E
this base.

The reformist Force Ouvr;ére re-
fused to go along with this prograin,
advocating merely a bonus for all
workers and a genuine effort at price
reduction. Finally, the more radical
non-Stalinist union movement, the
Autonomous Federation, based. espe-
cially on some 20,000 meta] worker
members in the Paris region, de-
manded a 19,000-franc mmzmum thh
a sliding scale. '

Even in the force Ouv‘rlere, how-
ever, a left wing has rapidly devel-
oped among the lower leaders, aml
the top leadership felt compelled "to
attack the Mayer proposals as. inade-
quale.

All indications, therefore, pomt to
a struggle by the unions and a resur-
gence of activity of the' workers. The
non-Stalinist left wing is strong, but
it is dispersed in the various feder-
ations, Under the banner of unity of
action in every shop and in every
craft, they will have an.unparalleled
opportunity. to;lay the basis for unit-
ing all the non-Stalinist unions.;un>
der. a militant leadership. The next
months, perhaps weeks will tell. the
story. - ARG i

MO TR T

Qualrl'y of Mercy

“Henry Lustlg, for{ner pres;den,g
New York's Longchamps. restaurant
chain, has béen paroled. ter serving
22 months in a federal, penit:?mpri
for ‘evading $2,870,000; in taxes —U‘P
release; September 7.

After all, he isn't a hardened ‘crim-
inal, like people who steal pennies
from cash registers. . . .

God, Inc.

The September issue of the NAM'S
magazine Trends devotes its lead ‘to
R. G. LeTourneau, machinery com-
pany magnate, who says that" “God
tups my, business” and is ].tsua&ly\ re—
ferred to as “God's papfher. . The
NAM_ article' says; “LeTourneau, 3?
ganizéd what he likes to ¢all “The
Lord’s. Treasury . 'the Le’I! l;ilw
Foundation’ dedmated 4o '{eac  pro-
mulgate and disseminate the ‘gospel
of Jesus Christ - throughout the
world."”

This is the same man once exposed
by the railroad unions’ ‘paper, Labor,
as one of the country's lapor-hating-
est employers. His Peoria firm “tried
to break nearly every effort of work-
ers to organize and.improve: theu-
sweatshop wage’ scales In .the . }4s
attempt of the boxlermakers to union-

ize the employees, 30 of ifs members.

Wele fired, ’I‘hey qppealed o
NLRB, which _brought LeTournéau
down to ‘earth by grdering gge rein-
statement of the 30 with ;127 WQ h&ék
pay.” - :

ration has conmstently resisted’ ithe
efforts of arbitrating the ﬂ:fﬂculues
m its strikebound plant, and

. “Whereas ﬂ:lly informed. persdnl
dre aware that reasomable aml fair
solution of the labor trouble p:p}mil-
ing_at the Bell Ajreraft Carpprg,{ieh
p!an’t has been blocked by manage-
wient rathet than Jébory and °

“Whereas the Bell Aircraft Cor-
poration consistently has - befogged
and, more or less successfully, through
its professional. publicity K methods;
kept the general public:in the dark
at the behest of.its absentee: Wall
Street anershtp. now, therefore . i

“Be it resolved, that the’ ‘Commmon
Council of the City of Buffalo, regu-
larly assembled, hereby publicly. con-
demns the Bell Aircraft Corpaeration
for the methods it has employed dur-
ing this controversy..and. demands
forthwith that the differgnces be-
‘tween labor and management be re-
solved so that the hardship which has
ensued from this strike may be end-
ed and that the strikebound wo:kers
be restored to their jobs.” .

Both the company ‘apd its. kept
press, the Buffalo Evening News and
the Courier Express, hysterically de-
nounced the Buffalo city councilmen,
among whom is the present Republi-

. can candidate for .mayar of Buffalo.

They charged these councilmen with

bias, prejudice, stupidity,. radicalism,

More news space was. given to-the
one councilman who voted against
the resolution. than to-the 14 .wha
voted for it. But the councilmen hpve
so far stood their ground.

L ]

WON'T TALK iber

On the University of Buffalo cam-
pus, a non-partisan club invited :the
company and the union-to appear ‘at
the university.to debate ‘the issues in
the strike. The union aceepted at once
and sent its representative. il

The company did not show: up. : It
could not face the union arguments
on equal terms. It preferred to have
the public hear the arguments-as in-
terpreted by the Buffalo Evempg
News.
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