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By FRANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA, July 7—The Coun-
cil of District 1 of the Uniled Elec-
trical, Radio & Machine Workers of
America, CIO, voted tonight, by .a
decisive margin, to condemn the
Russian government’s attempt to
break the recent strike of the Ber-
lin transit workers. The same résolu-
tioh also voiced disapproval of the
British government’s intervention in
the strike of the dock workers, Mac-
Arthur’s strike - breaking in Japan
and other examples of strike-break-
ing by the Western powers.

Delegates of the large Wesling-
house and RCA locals voted with the
loc¢als dominated by the Carey-Block
forces in passing the resolution against
the opposition led by Stalinist ad-
herents. 3

NO STRIKEBREAKING!

The resolution on government in-
tervention in strikes as originally
presented by Local 105 at the Inter-

national esistor Company, dealt
only with the Berlin situation. How-
ever, the resolution committee re-

ported the motion on the floor with
a recommended amendment con-
demning the strikebreaking role of
the capitalist government as well as
that ot the Russians. The amendment
became then an integral part of the

.motion.

Distriet Organizer Abe Ruzansky
spoke first in support of the motion,
pointing. out that even though the
Berlin strike was part of the cold
war, there was no reason to excuse
the actions of the rulers of one na-
tion in smashing unions just because,
in opposing countries, the workers
were being treated in a similar man-
ner. Demands for an increase in liv-
ing standards ‘are valid on a.ll paris

of the globe.~
Harry Block spoke“in favm of the'r
mgtion.. hing.all. the  various,. .
governments for their actlon _Block

cofrectly pomfed out’ “that there
would bé no mconszstency in votmg
fér the’ motion' on 'the 'floor and in'
voting for the original muuogx by,
Local 105.

John Schaefer, president of Local
10%, and John Leto, president of Lo-
cal 103, spoke in favo rof the motion.
Schaefer remarked that the great
virtue of ‘the motion was that it
clearly showed ‘that here was an op-
portunity for one section of the la-
bor leadérship to show that it does
not intend to be simply a puppet for
one imperialist government or an-
other.

Opposition to the resolution was
led by Dave Davis, business agent
of Local 155, Phil Saba and Phil Van
Gelder 0f the “national UE staff. A
motion  to table ‘was conceded lost
when a roll call voté was demanded.
Davis claimed that'the Berlin affair
was in no sefise a striké but a mu-
tiny instigated: and’ financed by the
American govemment Other Stalin-
ist arguments branded the resolution
as a ‘move, to Sow dissension in the
council, pleaded that union action

UE District 1 Council
Raps Strikebreaking
By ALL Governments

be confined to the injustices here
at home and stated that it is im-
possible for Russia to play a strike-
breaking role. In support of the
latter e¢laim, Saba read at great
length from the James Carey 1eport
on the wisit of the CIO delegation
to Russia in 1947. The voice vole
taken showed that the opposition had
about one-third of the votes.

ASK SOCIAL LEGISLATION
.Other resolutions passed called for
a special session of the Pennsylvania
State Legislature to consider needed
social legislation sidetracked in the
regular session. President Harry

Boyer of the State CIO Industrial’

Union Council was asked to organize
the demand for the special legisla-
tive session.

Another resolution voted a $2.00
strike fund assessment on all mem-
bers of affiliated locals, subject to
the approval of the loeal union mem-
berships. :

District President James Price
(Local 107) and Tom Delaney of
Camden Local, 134 were elected to
be the district delegates lo the com-
ing national convention of the UR
in Cleveland.
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MILWAUKEE, July 11—Walter Reu-
ther s slate for top officers was elect-
ed by the twelfth convention of the
UAW by -a landslide vote. The oppo-
sition was swamped. It consisted
merely of remnants of the former
Addes 'group, the Stalinists and their
fellow travelers. All the convention
decision reflected-a bitter hostility on
the part of delegates toward Stalin-
ism, so much so that all other con-
siderations were waved aside in con-
demning it.

Although Reuther was firmly in
control, the delegates revolted in
rejecting the Reuther-sponsored pro-
posals for extending the time be-
tween conventions to two years. This
is a triumph for rank and file democ-

Russia Reported Deporting
Jewish Masses to Siberia

8y AL FINDLEY

The Stalinist anti- Semitic cam-
paign ih Russia continues. The drive
against Jewish cosmopolitans con-
linues to be the public form. Bul
beneath this campaign, more. serious
and. disturbing reports are beginmng
L6 reach the outside world.

s{Hat! the unhinderéd 'developmeit of-
»Stalinist anti-Semitism could lead to
mass deportation :6f. the Jews of Rus-
sia - to Siberia.: Unfortunately, it
seems that this development is be-
coming a reality. We reprint below
sections of a story by L. Arieh in the
Jewish Morning Journal of July 6.

The reader is cautioned that the re- |

port is unconfirmed. However, one
must take into account the fact that
an “Iron Curtain” hangs over Rus-
sia and the difficulties of getting ab-
solutely .reliable facts. !

The truth about the arrest of the
Jewish writers, the truth about. the
deportation of the Volga Germans,
the Crimean Tartars and others, first
became known through these sources.
It was only years later that the “an-
torities” admit{ed the facts. The re-
ports are of such a serious nature
and fit in with the character of the
regime that to ignore them would
be criminal negligence.

“New reports that will cast terror
into the hearts of all Jews all over
the world have reached Paris through
the same channels as the information

anti-8

extermination.

Thée reportéd deportations are
otherwise (at the present stage),

to us that the news reports have at

thing:- They have so far failed to
1,000,000 corpses?

. the lives of the Russian Jews.

" exist to.protect Human rights.

thelr own doors to immigrants.

Waiting for Corpses?

The Jews of the world who, in our time; have suffered as few peo-
ples have in history, are facing a new ordeal—the danger of Stalinist
itism. LABOR ACTION has in the past given details on the
“easing out” of Jews from influential positions, the drive against
cosmopolitanism, and its anti-Semitic propaganda accompaniment, and
the governmental eampaign to destroy Jewish culture.

In this issue we print a reported account of the deportation of
1,000,000 Jews to Siberia. Th!s deportation cnuld as well be spelled:

The vast majority of the world sat by and did nothing while
Hitler_exterminated 6,000,000 Jews.
Will the same happen while Stalin exterminates 2,000,000 Jews?

takes spcclal pdins to conceal the truth. But while unverified, it seems

and have sufficient credibility to be taken so seriously as to demand
investigation. The fullest information must be sought.

From Europe (which is closer to the realities of the situation)
come demands that the Jewish writers do something, that the influ-
ential Jewish organizations, like the American Jewish Congress, the
American Jewish Committee, the. Jewish Labor Committee, do some-

Silence on this will not gain the emigration of the Jews from
Western Eurcpe. Without provocation of any kind, the Stalinist rulers
deny these Jews the right to emigrate, persecute and Ja11 thousands
of Z]omsts. Restrictions are tightened daily.

No, the séfety of the Jews of Eastern Europe cannot be bought with

Where are the UN and its UNESCO? These bodies allege that.they

"Where tre the democracies—U. S., England, and France—who profess
to be so deeply concerned with civil dnd human rights (in other lands,
of course). Are they going to repeat their miserable past and sit by
idly on the pretext that it is an “internal question" as they did when
Hitler -exterminateéd the Jews. The very least they can do is to ally
themselves with the cause of the Jewish people to the extent of opening

The tlme is later than most people think.

as yet unverified. It could not be
given a totalitarian country which

least established a prima. facie case

act. What are they waiting for—

TYABOR "ACTION' of April 117saifl:
‘Jews ,
. PICKED U_P:BY POLICE : :

_nian,

conecerning the arrest of the Jewish
writers in Moscow. Then, too, people
waited for'denials'. . . but they never
came. . . . Now the new_ information
mpmts barbarw actions in the se-
quences of a policy of ‘neutralizing’
the Jewish ‘poptilation of Soviet Rus-
sia. Accordmg to those reports, two
Saviet republics, the ; Ukraine -and
Whlté

*“Phe reports are being- confirmed
by“-all travelers from Moscow. (and
other places in Russia) to Warsaw.

. Poland remains the one.country
that ‘to’ some extent acts as a bridge
between Russia and the world. . . .
On the road from Moscow these re-
cent artrivals met -long trainloads of
deportees, Tens of trains with hun-
dreds ' of gars packed with suffering
and wedry men, women and children,
and " thé unfortunates are all Jews.

“Occaslonally on a station one was
able; to snatch a hurried ‘conversa-
tion with some of the Jews who had
been let out of the trains to get some
wager fag,,the children. These Jews
reported that all Jews without excep-
tion from the cities and towns of the
Ukraine and White Russ:a are being
depo\rtﬂd

“The NKVD uses the fa,ct that the

Russiam passports give the national-
ity of the citizen. ‘Every one whose
passport reads ‘Jewish nationality’ is
pickéd up by NKVD f{rucks and to-
gether with their possessions driven
to-a station where a train is await-
ing them.

“At present with the first deporta-
tion, the Jews whose passports read
‘Russian,” ‘White Russian’ or ‘Ukrai-
are left alone. But no one is
sure that they won't be next after
the job of evacuating the ‘Yevreiv’
is completed.

“ADDRESSEE HAS MOVED”

“After the war, many Jews re-
turned to their old ‘homes’ [in the
Ukraine and White’ Russial. About a
year ago, Moscow began to seek
means of getting rid of the Jews who
in ‘their bulk inhabited certain areas.
At first there was revived the old
idea of transferring the Jews to Biro-
Bidjan. In all cities and towns of
White Russia (it began there) a great
propaganda campaign was conducted
tocreate a voluntary desire to mi-
grate to the Jewish autonomous re-
gion by the Amur. The Jews of the
entire Soviet Union knew the truth
about Biro-Bidjan and so there were
few volunteers. No detailed reason
for the radical change of official gov-
ernment policy toward Jews is
known.

“Should the barbaric depdrtations
actually encompass ALL the Jews of
the Ukraine and White Russia' (and
it does seem so) it would affect one
million Jews. (These Jews are not be-
ing sent to Biro-Bidjan, but to the icy
wastes of Siberia.—A. F.)

“The réports of the trainloads first
reached Poland and made a grave
impression on the Jewish- Central
Committee of Poland. At first it was
kept secret'but eventually it spread.

“A lively correspondence between

(Continued on page 3)

Ruséza. ‘are belng r:leared of i

”y

Proposal for Blen"'al Conventlon

racy and a blow against the trends

toward burea.ucra.tm ggntrol. Follow-
ing this defeat the Constitutmn Com-
mittee withdrew for: ‘igfher consid-
eration a proposal to umlmd the con-
stitution allnwmg the; snmmary ap-

Keynofer

xmm
pointment. of admmiatrahnn

over
local unions in emergem:ies SRl R T

Reuther “called a special ‘caucus -dt
which he retreated and proposed as
a compromise the practice of the last
five' conventions—a convention in 20
months, This was carried the next
day.

The convention voted overwhelm-
ingly for a resolution which in effect
called for. the expulsion from:  the

July 16,

CIO of those internationals under the
control of the Communist Party
which refused to carry out official
CIO policy. A minority resolution,
reported by Paul Silver, president of
Local 351, in the name of the Cam-

mittee for Democratic and Militant

Unionism, denounced the role of the
CP in the labor movement but up-
held the (traditional autonomous
rights of international unions. Speak-
ers for this resolution contended that

it was a necessary defense of demo-

cratic rights in the labor movement.
The Stalinists spoke against both res-

_olutions.
The convention passed a resolu-
tion unanimously condemning the

attempted assassination of the Reu-
ther brothers. It protested the refusal
of immigration 'authorities to allow
the delegates of.a Canadian local 1o

. eross the border.

By BEN HALL

MILWAUKEE, July 10—The twelfth
annual convention of the United
Automobile Workers opened here to-
d4y. When it adjourns ‘on Saturday,
its contract with the Ford
Motor Company will have expired.

At the same moment, the contracts
“of the United Steel Workers w111

'ave run out.

;. The issues of the 1949 negotiatmns
have come to a head with the steel
manufacturers “refusing pointblank
even to b@rja{n on, the dgmqﬁg of o
the CIO, and! the Ford Motor Com- -
pany -replying to all proposals with a

‘blunt -NO. This is the main thwght

of the UAW delegates. : :
In -opening thesessions.of. the con—
vention in a hall decorated with
streamers—“PeOple Before Profits,”
“Adopt the Fair Deal Program,”
“Political Action”"—Walter P._ Reu-

(Continued on page 2)

By JACK BERAD

What stands out in Truman's economic messuge is its s»hldled

Profite
lage Boc

effort at caution, the unwnlimgness to come to:any definite ‘€on-’

clusions and, therefore, the avoidance of serious proposois. Ev- 3
erything is left in the reclm of generuhhes.

The key phrase is the description that we are in a "l'rnnsitiop
period.” Just what the trend is, however—whether we clre }n
transition to a depression, a recession or renewed expansion—is.
not even hinted at. In part this is a reflection of the general un-.

certainty in business and government circles. More specifically, |

this conclusion is a compromise between opposing views in.the.
President's own Economm Council. It represents an ul"l'amp'l to’

Britain ﬂe;rees
Scab Emergency

To Breaf Strlke

By SAM ]"PLIKS

The British ‘Labor Party sent Brit-
ain into a state of emergency on July
12 in order to break the two-month-
old strike of the doek workers in
London. Last Friday the British gov-
ernment announced that it whs going
to meet this “challenge to the whole
authoiity of the state” if the dock
workers did not go back to work--
and the threat was kept.

The sweeping powers granted Lo
the government are the most severe
to be enfort»ed in pﬁaceiime ‘since
These cmergen(-y powe"c; enable
the gover nment to move troops into
the docks, arreltstx ainyoﬁe t\itlloﬁli"".t
warrant, prosecute-anyone. mducmg
others to, withhold thexr labur l'lom
_ess&nfla.l service,

I‘\)

5 Answermg this. move to mtlmldate

strikers, and ‘in partm_qlar response

‘ to” the appearance of ,iroops to un-

load ships that are tied up, the strike
has spread to sympathizing lighter-
men,  bargemen, other waterfront
workers and now to the meat porters
on shore who have refused to handle
(Continued on page 3)

ODwyer Still in N.Y.C Mayoralty Race;
Marcantonio-Connoily Feud Splits ALP

By WILLIAM BARTON

By the time {his appears, New York
City's’ Mayor William O'Dwyer may
have announced his’decision to “re-
consider” his refusal to run for re-
election. Three out of five Tammany
borough leaders have chosen District
Aftorney Hogan as their candidate,
but the other two are still pressing
O'Dwyer's candidacy.

The main force behind the move
to select O’Dwyer is the labor move-
ment." It is how evident that most
of the leaders of 'both the AFL and
the CIO (the' non-Stalinist section)
have been pressuring his change of
decision and will probably put them-
selves solidly béhind him and. his
ticket in the campaign.

They are 'only  slightly motlvated
by ‘the “pro-labor” record (which in-
cluded -martial*'law in a tugboat
strike) of’ the  O'Dwyer administra-
tion. They aremotivated by the rela-
tion between the municipal election
and state and- national politics. For
them, that is largely the politics of
the Democratic Party.

In this particular -election, the
wider significance of the municipal
contest is intensified because of the
simultaneous campaign for TUnited
States senator to succeed the resigned
Robert Wagner. The likely Demo-
cratic candidately will be former
Governor Herbert Lehman, whom
the labor leaders of New York City
are particularly interested in elect-
ing. Having O'Dwyer on his ticket
will, they feel, not only assure the
election of both, but should produce
an impressiver Democratic. majority
that could influence subsequent na-
lional elections.

One important part of the city’s
labor movement that has thus far
stayed off the O’'Dwyer bandwagon
is the International Ladies Garment
Workers, AFL, mainstay of the Lib-
eral Party. President David Dubin-
sky is reported to be hostile to
O’Dwyer because of the latter’s fail-
ure to pmwde police protection to his
organizers, who have been assaulted
and murdered in organizing non-un-
ion shops.

Other ‘elements in the Liberal

Party, led by former Assistani Secre-
tary of State and short-time holder
of office in La Guardia’s first admin-
istration, Adolph Berle, are opposed
to granting any support in. a local
campaign to anyone associated with
the Tammany stigma. On the other
hand, Liberal Party spokesmen are
increasingly declaring their reluc-
tance to back any Republican nomi-
nees except in race circumstance.

It is therefore possible, though unt
likely, that it will run its own can-
didate, even if O'Dwyer runs. In that
case there may be the ironic situa-
tion of the nucleus of an independent
labor party being opposed in a city-
wide campaign by the ma]orxty of. the
labor movement, which still hopes to
get some rewards for: _hangmg on“to
the Democratic Party coattails. How-
ever, it is most likely that the Lib-
eral Party leaders will be so con-
cerned with getting someone like
Lehman elected to the Senate that
they will forgo their immediate ob-
jections to an O’'Dwyer and support
the entire Democratic slate.

CONFLICT IN ALP

Actually, developments inside an-
other political body, the American
Labor Party, were as interesting, or
more interesting. Eugene. Connolly,
secretary of the New York County
Committee of the ALP and New
York City Councilman, has ‘an-
nounced his defiance of most of the
party’s leadership, particularly ;Con-
gressman Vito Marcantonio, by-declar-
ing himself in the race for the party's
nomination for president of the Bor-
ough of Manhattan, after the party
had already designated Ewart ‘Gui-
ner, secretary of the United Lf‘ublic-
Workers, CIO, as its nominee.

Rumors of the current strife have
existed for some time. Although the

_ALP is completely controlled by the

Communist Party, not all of its mem-
bers and-not even all of its leaders
are out-and-out Stalinists. In ' the
present fight, Marcantonio is appar-
ently the leader.of the CP faction
(whether or not he is formally: a
card-holder). Connolly represents a
group of dissidents, including former
Assistant Attorney General John

Rogge and social worker Mary Van
Kleeck. This split may parallel a
similar schism in the parent Pro-
gressive Party nationally.

Just why the break should havé
occurred just now is not easy to dis-
cern. Connolly has played the Stalin-
ist game in the ALP almost from its
formation. His present disagreement

(Continued on page 3)

ISL Speaks for WP at Re ém
Board Fineberg Bill Ilearmy

On July 5, ISL headquarters in
New York City received a notice ad-
dressed to the Workers Party from
the Board of Regents of the State
of New York to“the effect that the
Regents: were “conducting an in-
quiry to determin®”Wwhat organiza-
tions are subverSive” within the
terms of the Feinberg Act, signed
by Governor Dewéy last spring. The
notice further states that the Work-
ers Party is “so characterized by the
Attorney General'of the U, 8. and
invites the Workers Party to “ap-
pear at a hearing in Albany on July
14 to file a memorandum and to make
oral argument, but warns that “no
oral, testimony will be taken.”
“Earlier néws repoits indicated that
five organizations, the Communist
Party, -~ Socialist Workers Party,
Workers 'Party, International Work-
érsof' .the World and Nationalists of
Puerto ‘Rico, ‘a1l of which appear on
the Attorney ‘General's “subversive
list,” are t0 appes# at the same hear-
ing and that no ofie but a representa-
live from each of the organizations
1s to be granted permission to partici-
pate in the: “inquiry.”

The Feinberg A¢t, under which the

, aboves- ‘mentibhedl hearing is to be
“held, provides for the making of a
«list
fand mstruets the Board of Regents

of “gubversive organizations,”

‘to provide Tthat “membership in any
such organization included in such
list made by it shall constitute pri-

bridge the differences bei'wein
Keyserling, who is fearful of.
present trends and fends fo--
ward active state intervention;’
end Nourse, whose faith in fucl
enterprise and its ability 'I'o
adjust the nation's difficulties
reraains undiminished: o

In consequénce, the Fl‘oﬁ-
dent's report and his recom-
mendations read’ like a. state-

ment of hedged possibilities;
full of “oni the one hand—but on the
other.” Altogether it fails ‘to cdmﬂ-
to grips in any sericas fashlon with--

the main trends in the economy.: sl
Insofar as it has a central theme;} .

the report mes'ies with the appé ;
ment of busivess displayed byt the
Iast and the present Coﬁgress in’ Tift-
ing rent ceilings, retalnmg 'l‘ah-lin'i.—

+ ley, ete.

For business, the N. Y Tlmes da«- .
scribes it as a “reassuring -report”

- The “Journal of *Commerce “calls: it

"constructwe," aml repnrts that fthe

cnutd have-been'a |

‘stock ‘market: ha.rdl‘y« reacted ‘at al [
isd not.

pendence on -arins o‘utlays.
mentionel. It is simply- a@ceptel!

a given condition to which &l 'secs-
tions of’ capltahst pohucal opfnion
subscribe.

The main emphasis of the réport
is on “encouraging - business. »oaCad-
lious optimism is - intended.$0.;8igs..
suade big business from further re-
ducing capjtal outlays for expansion.
Several specific proposals are 'made
to stimulate expansion. The report is
business - centered rather  than gav-
ernment-centered. It looks to capital-
ist enterprise ‘to right things at th‘Is
time.

Three specific ! :
which will redound to' thé benefit of
corporate monopolies. Triman with-
drew his request for a $4 billion hike
in taxes, which the Wall Street Jour-
nal acknowledges with' 4 : fervent
thank you. Second, carryover of los
es in income tax payments'is to be
liberalized. The Treasufy Deépartment
has proposed that corporations  be
permitted to .carry  forward .$heir-

(Cﬂntinued--onfﬁﬁe‘-ﬁ‘f"'

ma facie evidence oj dlpﬁﬁlllﬂ&nﬁqn
for anpmntment to or"¥etentio i.ll
any office or pos;tton in. the P hljc
schools of -the, State.” ey

.The Workers Party havmg been
superseded by the Independent .So-:
cialist League at the 'ldst: hational
convention of the Workers Party and
having delegated to thé ISL all pow-
er and authority to pfoceed with: any
and all steps to remove the Workers
Party from any and all “slibversive
lists,” the Independent Soeialist
League” has chosen Hal Drhper to
represent the Workers Party “at the
said hearing and to make oral . argu~
ment.

The ISL objects wgorously o, I.lw
whole idea which undetlies the Fein-
berg Act, and has so ln!ol‘meﬂ :the
Board of Regents. It intemls. ho)v-
ever, to participate in the hearlng
without conceding its propriet '!‘he
ISL has already informed :th ﬂe-
gents of its objections ta_ the; pro-
cedure “employed — notably . the.. b
sence of a detailed l:s at chargel
and evidence. .

It appears unlikely. that the heamhg
itself will be able to.conduct any-real
investigation since. it jhas amanged
only one afternoon session dumng
which all five organizations. will be
heard. The hearing Will 'not rétord
any testimony or introduce or, con-
sider any evidence. A

Next week's LABOR: ACTION will
carry a full report, with text of. lét-
ters and. statements. g :
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By FRANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA, July 9—Four ac-
tive unionists were recently branded
as “poor security risks” at the RCA

‘ Loecal 103, United Electrical Workers,

CIO, in Camden, N. J., by the Depart-

“ ment of Defense. This act represents

"y noynces -that  the “second’ issue of °
ST CONFRONTATION -
- NALE, -the new international discus«

“'a further infringement upon the ecivil

“fights of employees in private in-

“ ing at only $2.00 a copy.

iy

.. Tales,

dustry, since none of the individuals
involved had access to classified work
or to restricted areas.

‘Over a year ago the president of
the: local, John Leto, ‘was designated
“a poor risk” and barred from re-
stricted areas in the plant. Later,
other cases in this area resulted in
loss of jobs or in barring various in-
dividaals from classified work.

This current action of “fingering”

individuals who are not involved in

classmed or restricted work or areas
_provides the Radio Corporation of
America and the government with
a powerful weapon in dealing with
the union, since they can claim that
contracts for classified work are be-

- ing withheld because of the exist-

ence of “poor security risks” in the
plant. The government action has
‘been protested by CIO Secretary-
Treasurer James Carey, District 1
UE President James Price and by the

local umion.
L ]

'Wgéfsiinghodse Settlement
The dispute between the Westing-

-~house Corporation and Local 107,

United Electrical Workers, CIO, con-
cerning -the elimination of overtime
‘in the steam division at the South
Philadelphia works has been settled
in favor of the union. Except for en-
gineering department and plant pro-
tection employees, no worker “shall
work more than 150 hours (160 for
salaried employees) in any four-
week period.” 4

The' agreement, which ended the

Defense Dept.
UE Activists at RCA!

Fingers

week-end picketing by the union to
force Westinghouse into five-day op-
erations, was signed by D. W. R.
Morgan for: the company and John
Schaefer, union president. The com-
pany is also cooperating with the
union’s “job saving” program of cut-
ling the work week to four days in
various departments where a five-day
week cannol be maintained without
layoffs,
-

Stay in Cl1O Council
At the membership meeting of July
5, the rank and file of Loeal 107, UE-
CIO, rejected overwhelmingly a pro-
posal of their executive board to
withdraw from the Pennsylvania
State CIO Industrial Union Council.
The executive board action was mo-
livated by the increased assessment
vpted by .the last state CIO conven-
tion, by the poor service rendered
by the state organization, and by the
conservative policies of State Presi-
dent Harry Boyer and the United
Steel Workers, which controls the
State CIO. )
Recording Secretary George Yaun-
ches made a minority board report
in opposition to the withdrawal pro-
posal. Numerous speakers from the
floor stated that while they were
opposed to much of CIO policy and to
the actions of the State CIO leader-
ship, they were also in favor of stay-
ing in all CIO organizations and at-
tempting to change policy from with-
in. il
In the contéxt of the UE and na-
tional CIO’s ' troubled relationships,
withdra.wi}_""frnm the state body

would constitute a sericus tactical
blunder. While the rejection of the -

recommendation to withdraw was
unanimous, the incident should serve
as a warning to Boyer and other
state CIO leaders that CIO affiliates
are expecting' them teo show more
constructive and militant leadership.

pamst  PRESS MANAOER'S eomemmemms

Reuther

-An-ad -elsewhere in this issue an-
INTERNATIO-

sion review in French,” has arrived
-at: this office.- Our first bundle order
:was almost completely sold;out last
‘month. Local New York of the ISL
took ‘20 copies,” besides the 26 ‘that
were- sold on newsstands. Our good
comrades in Chicago disposed of 10

. ¢opies, and almost every branch sold

at least a couple of copies. We never

...knew that we had so many French-
_reading {iriends

in the USA....
_Branch literature agents should get

" . their bundle orders in this week.

‘LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
maintains a stock of interesting
Marxist works in a number of for-
eign languages. Among the French
items is “La Commune de 1871," by
with an introduction by
Leon Trotsky. Very much worth hav-
. Also in
slock (two copies left) is P;elre Na-
wville's study of the philosopher Hol-
bach, which reveals a genuine in-
gight into the ideas of the XVIIIth
century. . . . $4.00 a copy. Order from

-..Lhis. address: 4 Court Square, Long

Island City 1, N. Y.
Just today we received from R. F.,

. the very ¢apable agent in San Fran-

tisco, a sizable payment on that lo-

" ¢al's'Titerature account, plus a batch

of seven subs. And a lefter from

" Helen in—-Cleveland enclosed pay-
ment to clear up the branch LA débt

_§n full. , . . Still waiting to hear from

Buffale (they must be having vaca« -
_ peting . economic interests, he .con-

fion daze up there). {

Here's a brief quote from R. F.'s
letter from- the Golden Gate: “Inci-
dentally, please forward a batch of
LA sub blanks—we just can’t keep
up with the demand.” That's the
kind of thing:that makes a whole
day wonderful here in the circula-
‘tion office. Anyone else need some
more sub blanks?

The mail from India has. been on
the heavy side this week. One com-
rade in the Socialist Party has this
to say: “I am really sorry. for not
replying to your letter. I hope you
will not mind this irregularity on
my part. The reason for delay is that
I was arrested under the Public Safe-
ty Act and put in jail for many days
in connection with the railway strike
in my district.” -

This comrade, by the way, has
probably broken all previous records
for long distance ' contacting work.
He encloses the names of two friends,
one in Los Angeles and the other in
Brooklyn. Thanks.

And a friend in Bombdy writes: “It
is a long time since we contacted you.
We get LA regularly and circulate
the copies. They are extremely in-
teresting.”

Same place . . .

-

next week.

¢

Ranks Vote Downs Two-Year Conventions

(Continued from page 1

ther, president of the union, in con-
vineing and sweeping terms punctu-
ated with the bold and even radical
slogans characteristic of his best
speeches, outlined the long-term ob-
jectives of the union. But this speech
has been made many times before.
What he omitted is as significant as
what he included —how significant,
only the course of the convention
and a balance sheet of its debates
and its decisions will show.

KEYNOTE SPEECH

.Since its foundation twelve years
ago, said Reuther, the UAW has
been in the “vanguard of the labor
movement” and has written glorious
and . militant chapters in its history.
In these difficult “twilight” years of
neither war nor peace, neither pros-
perjty nor depression, this convention
will help decide the turn of events.
How effectively we fight in the 1949
contract negotiations and how strong-
ly the steel workers and the coal dig-
gers push forward for their demands
will determine which way our coun-
try will drift.

We reject, he continued, the totali-
{arianism of communism and fascism
which bring economic security at the
price of political and intellectual en-
slavement, and we reject, he added,
the irresponsible program of the high
priests of Wall Street which would
give us freedom at the price of eco-
nomic security. The eyes of the world
are on America. We can make de-
mocracy work only by proving in
action that we can combine security
and abundance for all and at the
same time strengthen and extend po-
litical liberties.

Seeing the growing lines of unem-
ployed, said Reuther, Wall Street
urges us to be “statesmanlike,” to
‘withdraw our demands, and muddle
through together. But, he continued,
to the applause of the listeners, we
will not permit our demands to be
postponed. We are going out after
them in 1949. We are going after
Ford in a few weeks. And we must
fight for these demands NOW to
avoid a new depression.

The audience applauded in agree-
ment as their leader emphasized and
reemphasized the demands of the
union for pensions, hospital and
medical insurance and bolstered the
validily of these demands with im-
pressive statistics of rising auto
profits, fat pensions paid to corpora-
tion executives and dwindling sav-
Ings .of workers.

We would like to raise collective
bargaining above the level of com=

iinued, and base them upon economic
facts. Problems can no longer be
solved, he cautioned, sdlely by table-
pounding and picket lines, however
militant. However, if it proves to be
necessary we are prepared to use all
the weapons of a free labor move-
ment.

What was qmitted in Reuther's
speech, and why, becomes clear only
when we understand his general ori-
entation today and his relations with
Philip Murray, president of the CIO.
Reuther is in a close alliance with

Murray. Unlike the days of the GM.

sirike when Reuther criticized the
sirike policy of the Steel Workers
Union, today he is one of the fore-
most advocates of official CIO policy
and Murray’s chief defender.

Despite his ceremonious reminder

of the vanguard role of the UAW,

he seems determined to act only
within the limits of what is permit-
ted by the close association with
Murray. He insists upon orthodoxy.
He proposes disciplinary - action
against CIO internationals, local un-
ions and their officers if they gag at
carrying out “official’ policies with
which they do not agree. In his writ-
ten report to the convention he illus-

; - 3 " 9 I
Indonesia Policy
To the Editor:
So that the readers of LABOR
ACTION may judge competently the
alternative policies advocated by

Jack Brad and myself on Indonesia -

"‘afid to avoid verbal squabbles and

“*tidued and uncompromising

*“irrelevancies, I submit the following

list of our differences and agree-
ments:

(1) Both Brad and I are for con-
armed

struggle against the Dutch to attain

“-complete national independence for

Indonesia.
(2) We both have political -differ-
ences with the new Jogjakarta gov-

" ernment (under Hatta and Soekarno),
» BUT ...

(3) These differences ate not im-

‘" portant enough to cause Brad to re-

pudiate this new regime as an arena
of struggle, while' they cause me to

=~
‘Brand it as a Dutch puppet regime

and to continue war against the
Dutch independently, and . . .

(4) Brad is for fusion with the So-
cial Democrats and I am not because
they support and are a part of this
new regime. Furthermore, and this
is not so important, I believe that

"'the Proletarian. Party represents one
.group which still struggles agalnst.

the Dutch.

Brad’s latest letter to LA (June 2T)

- -j5-ull mixed up. He misunderstands -

my present ‘position and even mis-
states his own past position. I never
said the Republican leadership was
the “main enemy.” In fact, I was for
a united front with them. My policy
was to march: separately and to strike
together agqmst the common enemy
—the Dutch. I; continued to empha-
size the extreme danger of subordi-
nating Tanmalaka to the Republican -

- military commanders while Brad in-

sisted on a.clagsscollaborationist pol-
icy.

Brad seems puzzled by my chdnge
in attitude after the Dutch Indone-
sian dgreement But prevmus to this

-agreement the Republican leadership

was engaged in armed struggle
against the Dutch, a struggle which
Brad so vividly ‘described in his he-
roic article, “How the Indonesian
Republic Fights On.” At that time
the leadership DID represent in a
“distorted way the needs and aspi-
rations of the people” FOR NA-
TIONAL INDEPENDENCE. What
Brad cannot understand is that the
premise for this recent agreement
was not only the murder of Tagi-
malaka but even more importani the
complete cessation of all armed
struggle against the Dutch,

Brad’'s thinking:is in a strait-jacket.
Defeats have no influence on his pol-
icies. He still maintains his position
that the new regime--‘“remains an

[ o @0
arena of struggle” although the sine
qua non of its very existence is to
disarm all those who continue to
struggle.

Brad says, “the government of
compromisers is not a ‘Dutch pup-
pet regime’ any more than Nehru is
a British puppet because he has just
reunited India with the empire.” But
this is a fantastic analogy. India is
not occupied by British troops; it is
an independent country which has
entered the empire for economic rea-
sons, That Brad must resort to such
tricks proves that he has lost all abil-
ity to analyze his own past errors.

I am not going to argue with Brad
as to the relative amount of inde-
pendence the new residency will
have from the Dutch. Suffice it to
say that I do not equate the two, for
it is precisely the appearance of some
independence that makes a puppet
regime so useful to the conguerors.

But since Brad believes that “this
leadership has failed again” and that
“it is necessary to forge a new lead-
ership for the Republic,” how then
does he propose to de this while re-
maining within the framework and
under the banner of a group whose
raison d'etre is to stamp out merci-
lessly any such attempt?

If the death of a great revolution-
ary is not enough to convince Brad
of the absolute stupidity and crimi-

- for ‘pensions,

ddress Outlines

trates the type of thing -he would
have outlawed

To cite only one example: Harry
Bridges, in the name of the Interna-
tional Longshoremen’s Union, sends
out a circular letter to locals of his
own international union which reads:

. the story of the sell-out of Taft-
Hartley repeal by the top officials of
the AFL and CIO in conjunction with
administration leaders is important
enough to be distributed to our local
unions.” According to Reuther's con-
cept, such an action is intolerable.

But where does this conception ap-
ply to the UAW itself. To follow his
line of reasoning to the end, Reuther
would have to propose that all local
unions of the UAW and their officers
be deprived of the right to address
their own membership and other lo-
cal unions fo demand a change in
policy . by - thc international or the
CIO.

But ‘Reuther does not make this
proposal. It is noteworthy that in his
ORAL report to the convention he
made no reference whatsoever to the
new devices to protect CIO policy.
We cannot tell at this point how far
he will try to go or how far he can
go at this convention. He may finally
make up his own mind as he tests the
temper of the delegates.

LIMITED POLITICAL AIMS

Among the long-range -objectives
set forth by Reuther are a national
labor daily newspaper and a labor
radio network. The union would
gain a voice but what woquld it say?
These measures, admirable as they
are, hardly meet the economic and
political ‘issues of the day.

The 1948 resolution on political
action, adopted by the International
Executive ‘Board of the UAW, was
helf-forgotten and half-reinterpreted.
Political action to Reuther simply
means the election of more liberal
Democrats and Republicans. Jack
Kroll, who addressed the session to-
day as the representative of the na-

tional PAC, admonished the delegates, -

iike a nagging housewife, to pay up
their PAC dollars, to get out and
vote. He seemed bored with his own
words.

The convention has already adopt-
ed several standard resolutions: for
the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Law;
for the Fair Deal legislative pro-
gram, and others, Subsections of all
these resolutions endorse the old po-
litical ling.

Referring to the line-up in Con-
gress, one resolution declares: “A re-
‘alignment’. of political - forces is: in

progress,” the so-balled Dixie-GOP

coalition:on the one side and the al-
liance of liberal Republicans and Fair
Deal Democrats . on the other.

The hope that the UAW . would
open a new political path, fight for
the formation of a new pelitical par-
ty, is gone; what is leff is not new:
ithe CIO Has trusted, half-trusted and
mistrusted its liberal “friends” in
Congress for many, many years. “Re-
alignment of political forces” may be

a new phrase; it is not a new reality. .

Several delegates spoke out for the
formation of a new Labor Party, no-
tably one of the delegates from Lin-
coln Local 900 in Detroit. The speech-
es Yvere received with modest inter-
“est and a sprinkling of applause.

The most immediate question is:
what will the UAW do in its 1949
fisht for its demands, in particular
what will be the fate of the negotia-
tions with Ford? Although the con-
tract expires this week, it has been
extended on a day-to-day basis. Ru-
mor is that the International Board
is determined to let Murray and the
Steel Workers Union take the lead.
We cannot definitely confirm the ru-
mor at this early point. But the tone
is in-harmony with the Reuther-Mur-
ray partnership. .

If Murray gives up the struggle
does his capitulation
become “official” CIO policy? And if
so, does Reuther intend to be bound
by “discipline” to abandon the UAW
fight at that point? Or does his de-
sire “to rise above conflicting eco-
nomic interests” and to rely upon
“economic facts” mean that he will
then propose that pensions, which

may give rise to a new Ford strike, »

be arbitrated by an impartial com-
mittee or by a presidential “fact-
finding” board? Or does Reuther’s
declared intention io utilize all the
weapons of a free labor movement
mean that he will go ahead with the
struggle despite Murray, to the point
of a strike if necessary?

This convention cannot and will not
settle this qguestion. Only the events
of the next months will tell the full
story. But precisely because this, the
crucial matter before the delegates,
is unclear, they do not take at face
value the proposal to increase dues
from $1.50 to $2.00 a month in order
to finance militant struggles of the
union.

The turbulence, the contempt for
authority, the rank and file spirit so
markedly characteristic of a 'union
which has toppled many a leader out
of his seat, have in no way been dis-
played at this convention. The old
opposition is totally disintegrated: it
was swamped in a test vote on a mi-
nor proposal to change the method of

nal lightmindedness of any such
course, then my “sectarian and dan-
gerous” conclusions will likewise
have no effect.
R. MAGNUS
June 29, 1949

olicy—
electing officers. After only a single
speaker, the delegates voted to close
debate on the Taft-Hartley resolu-
tion. Even the intervention of Reu-
ther himself failed to reopen discus-
sion.

The single speaker, however, was
De Vito o Cleveland Local 45, the
sacrificial candidate of the Stalinists
against Reuther at the last conven-
tion. For the delegates, it was their.
way of saying that they had heard
enough from the old hacks.

The real right wing in the UAW,
represented by Livingston and Gos-
ser, with Matthews riding along,
senses the fact that Reuther follows
a standstill policy. As he becomes
the proponent of official CIO ortho-
doxy enforced by discipline, they
feel that their day has coine; they
see the opportunity to entrench them-
selves, to expand their role in the
union. '

The militant elements of the Reu-
ther bloc feel handcuffed by “official
policy.” They have heard Reuther’s
radical speeches too many time now
to be content with them alone. We
need more than speeches and resolu-
tions, they say, but they themselves
are not quite sure what they want.
Not only the ranks and secondary
leaders have misgivings about the
advances of the right-wing elements
and feel uneasy about rumors of
pending proposals for discipline in
the UAW, but also the best elements
among the appointed officials. But the
former hesitate to speak out for fear
of being identified with the old dis-
credited opposition and the latter
think of their jobs.

I am not a Communist, I am not a
Communist . . . every critic {feels
compelled to preface his remarks.
The fact that Emil Mazey, recognized
in the past as the outstanding lead-
er of the best elemenis in the Reu-
ther group, seems to be playing only
the role of an accountant and office
manager, makes everybody pause.

So far, all the disquiet is admitted
only in private griping, in muttering,
in grumbling. The next days of the
convention, however, may  see it
break out into the open.

%7  Independent
4 Sodialist League

WITH THE.

All readers of LABOR ACTION are invited to attend meetings, clﬂrns.
lectures and socials sponsored by local branches of the INDEPENDENT
SOCIALIST LEAGUE. For general information and literature of the ISL, and
for local information not given below, write fo: INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST

LEAGUE, 4 Court Square, Long Island

City 1, New York. For informatioh on

the SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE, youth organization of the ISL, write to the
SYL at the same address. Telephone: IRonsides 6-5117. y

AKRON
Write to Box 221,
BALTIMORE
Write to national office of ISL.

BUFFALO
639 Main St., 2nd floor.
SYL meets Friday evenings.
CHICAGO

333 West North Ave., Room 3.
Tel.: MIChigan 9003.

SYL: same address.

CLEVELAND
Write to Box 1190, Station B.

DETROIT
9016 12th St.

LOS ANGELES

3314 So. Grand, Tel.: Richmond
7-3230 (if no answer, phone AX 2-
9067).

‘NEWARK
248 Market St. "

NEW YORK CITY

City Center: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Tel.: WAtkins 4-4222,
CHelsea 2-9681.

Open daily 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Manhattan Branch: Wednesday,
8:15 p.m. at City Center.

Industrial Branch: Thursday, 8;15:

p.m. at City Center,

Brooklyn - Brownsville  Branch:
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 538 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin).

Queens Branch: Write to ISL at
City Center, 114 West 14th Street.

NEW YORK-CHY— " :
SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE

For all information, write: Social- _
ist Youth League, 114 "West 14th
St., N. Y. 11, N. Y.

Manhattan Unit: Open forum ev-
ery Friday, 8:30 p.m. at City Center,
114 West 14th St. - _

Bronaz Unit: Open forum every
other Sunday, 8:30 p.m., at 1330
Wilkins Ave,

Brooklyn Unit: Open forum every
Thursday, 8:30 p.m., at 1758 East
6th St., Brooklyn.

PHILADELPHIA

1139 West Girard Ave., 3rd floor.”

Meetings Monday at 8 p.m.

Open House, Sundays 8:30-10 p.m.
PITTSBURGH

Write to national office of ISL.
READING

Write to P. O. Box 1671. i

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

Write to Labor Action Hall, 466
Tenth St., Room 212, Oakland 7, Cal.

SEATTLE :
Write to Labor Action, Box 358,
905 3rd Ave.

ST. LOUIS

Write to Douglas Bridge, P. O.
_Box 8414, Maplewood Branch, Mapie-
‘wood, Mo

WEST VIRGINIA
Write to national office of ISL.

YOUNGSTOWN )
Write to J. P. Walters, Box 605.

Truman Economic Report—

(Continued from page 1)
losses for five years, and this is. pre-
sumably what Truman has in mind,
In..effect, the Treasury would. sub-
sidize such losses. Truman’s proposal .
to drop- the federal tix on freight
transportation, it is estimated, 'will
save business about $372 miilliohs a
year.. These proposals open the way
to. . other reductions on corporate
taxes. .Chairman Doughton of the
House Ways and Means Committee
made the comment that he foresees a
general overhaul of business taxes
at the next session in view of Tru-
man’s message. ;

Thig Emphasis on expansion of in-
vestments, particularly for capital
outlays, derives from the shift in
emphasis in this report—by conirast
to previous ones—from the impor-
tance of maintaining purchasing
power to the importance of capital
expansion. Thus the key statistic is
the dec]me of such outlays by 26 per
cent since last -year. Capitalism is
unable to absorb increases in the la-
bor force. Rising unemployment is a
result. This in turn has a depressing
effect. This is one of the real con-
tradictions of capitalism but it has

never yet been changed by exhorta-

tion, such as Truman attempts. Hoo-
ver tried that too.

Interestingly,. there is practically
no mention of the large role of ar-
maments in the economy. That is, no
direct mention. It is simply assumed
that this is a fixed and necessary fac-
tor. Budgetary appropriations of $15
billion, and the effect'this has in a
period of decline on shifting the cen-
ter of production toward greater de-

NATHAN REPORT

A feature of the report was ils
difference with the Nathan Report,
issued the previous day as the CIO's
analysis and program. At a time '
when the labor movement is engaged
in an' extremely difficult fight for
wage increases and other benefits,
Truman thiows a wet blanket on
CIO contract demands. His statement
on wages proposes that increases
come out of technological improve-
ments and increases in productivity.
The Nathan report points up the pos-
sibilities of wage increases out of
swollen profits. No doubt Big Steel
and auto’s Big Four will utilize Tru-
man’'s message against the unions.

The entire emphasis in Truman’'s
statement is on pushing investments
as the key to the economic future.
In the Nathan report the emphasis
is on purchasing power, which has

., been declining steadily for the past

three years. The fact that “nearly 30
per cent of our families have no re-
serve of ligquid assefs” is mentioned
in Truman’'s report, but it is the crux
of Nathan’s. The fact that “at least
in manufacturing, the [wagel in-
creases were more than offset by re-
duced overtime and shorter work
weeks” has sharply = curtailed real
purchasing power and real wages is

‘in Truman's report, but has no part

in his recommendations.

Truman’'s Economic Council pro-
poses to “hold the line” on wages
as 4 means of encouragmg business
with higher proﬁts. However, Philip

Murray. stated, in making the CIO

report public, that the present.eco-

nomic-déecline is the responsibility of -

“short-sighted and greedy business
policies—short-sighted price and prof-
it policies.” Nathan points out that
business profits are still in the realm
of the fabulous. In aiuto, they run
about 27 to 28 per cent, and run high-
er this year than last. For General
Motors, profits were 33 per cent oh
investment in the' first quarter of
1949.

Finally, the Nathan report sees no
indications that the trusts and mo-
nopolists are able or willing 1o do
anything about reversing the present
downward trend of employment,

Reversing his previous demands for
wage freezing and price freezing,
Truman now is wiling to permit “ad-
justments” through market opera-
tions of the economy—a recognition
of declining conditions. Business is
given the green light to “keep wages
in line.”

WORLD PICTURE

Since the purpose of these reports
is the formulation of policies for
legislative action and administrative
practice, a full analysis must wait

until it become clear just what Tru-
man proposes to do. The specific pro-
posals with which the report con-
cludes, are minor, They. could
retard nor resolve the fun
, forces of decline now be
. get the upper hand in the Amencan
-economy. ‘'What stands out is that
Truman has no program other than
minor ~ palliatives mostly concérned
with “encouraging busmess o
If the Trumah. message is placed
_against the backgrnunél of the in-
creasingly bleak mternatlonal sitna-
tion, which is in immineht ﬂan.g}:r of
sharp erisis, its lilliputian staturée can
be more easily appreciated. Al! Eu-
rope and all those countries in the
Sterling bloc are heset with pm”b‘lems
caused to considerable degree by the
contradictions of the U. S. in the
world economy. The entire Matshall
plan is threatened with failure,

Secretary of the Treasury -Synder
made a hurried ftrip to Europe to
confer with government leaders on
ways of alleviating the threat of col-
lapse of world trade. Currencies have
become so unstable that their wvalues’
are questionable. The U. .S. is the
dominant factor in these difficulties.
The slightest decline here has enor-
mous effects on the sen51twely re-
lated and dependent capltahst econ-
omies of the world. Yet this major
factor has almost no part in Tru-
man’s report.
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Civil War in Korea

FOLICE rEnRon srALxs A LAND
mprsn 'IN GLOBAL CONELICT

numerous urresfs of nssemblymen.
who have no legal immunity to
voice opposition.

Secretary of State Acheson has
stated, at hearings for Korean aid,
that. the South Korean governmeni'
would not last, three months with-
out U. S. assistance. Whereupon
Congress voted the requested $150
millions.

_ The most recent event of im-
portance has been the declaration
of political warfare by the Sta-
linist North, I(oreun state a few
days ago with the seﬂ'mg of a
date for a “national” eiection to
elect an all-Kerean government.
. This is .a _major step to establish
legal rights of the Stalinists cver
the entire country.

. In the week or so since the arti-
cle that follows was written the
crisis that seems determined to
.| engulf Korea in a new blosdbath
_has gathered momeéntum.. A large
pitched battle was reported last
week to have taken place on On-
iin. peninsula, which is séepdrated
from the rest of South Korea by
water, This seems to be the chief
dueling ground beitween the con-
tending forces.
., A new._political purge has been
lhangdruhd by Syngman . Rhee,
président of the republic, against
his political opponents of the
right.

A clear $plit has. developed be-
tween the Legislative Assembly
and the president as a result of

By JACK BRAD

There is a growing danger of civil war in Korea. Every day fresh inci-
dents raise the possibility of a new “Greéce” on a larger and more hazardous
scale. Korea is a country split in "half between Russia and the United
-States. August 15 will mark four years of this artificial division during
which North and South have developed into hostile armed political camps
waiting the propitious moment for each other’s destruction. The interests
of the U, S. and Russia are so much more direct in Korea than in Greece
that the situation is a tinder-box for world peace.

Hardly a day passes without border incidents at the 38th parallel.
During the last two weeks of May, North Koreans made three stabs below
the boundary, fought several pitched battles and installed themselves in
the hills at Oshin in the West. On January 31, 400 northern soldiers in-
vaded the south. On the same day southern troops captured several northern
villages. Ousted from their January gains, Stalinist northern armies re-
turned in early February with 1,000 men. These are daily occurrences.
Border villages live in constant fear, where the population has not fled.

'POLICE TERROR IN SOUTH KOREA

Both sides talk of war quite openly. The South Korean Prime Minister
‘accused. “the North Korean Communist regime (of) testing the strength
of our defenses with the object of mounting an invasion of South Korea.”
Anpther member of the Cabinet declared: “We regard Communist-con--
trolled North Korea as lost territory to be regained at any cost . . . if the
people of North Korea resist the authority of the lawful government then

. we must conquer them.” In both areas the military forces are growing,

consuming ever larger quantities of the very limited produce. It is esti-
mated that there are 150,000 to 250,000 troops in the north out of a popu-
lation of nine million. Southern plans call for 110,000 troops.

From.the beginning of the U. S. occupation its policy has favored extreme
reactionary ' groups. In China, the State. Department complains it could do
nothing with the Kuomintang. In Korea, the U. S. has created and given

.power to a super-Kuemin}éng. Syngman:Rhee, president of the South Korean

Republic, represents the traditional landlord groups opposed to the slightest
reform. His party, aided by armed gangs of “patriotic youth” and a con-
stabulary staffed by officers trained under the Japanese, has instituted a
regime of vicious poluce ferror.

No opposition. is countenanced. This holds even for such reactionary

- rightists as Kim Koo who was assasinated last week. Last year Chang, Duk
.Sco, -another rightist who supported Rhee, was murdered; presumably at
.the instigation of Kim Koo, Still another rightist of the anti-Rhee faction

""wag arrested for a plot to overthrow the: govemment. Last’ December ans=
_other anti-Rhee politician was bombed at his home. -

Terror orgdnizations of the Rhee group supposedly organizéd a plot io

_lldlnp and murder those members of the assembly who. criticize. the ruling
. group. Terrorism as a political weapon flourishes in an, environment of sup-

pression. Murder has become a common pattern of Korean polifics.
This -atmosphere in the state is duplicated in the country at large.

. . Arrest of members of the South Korean Labor Party (CP) is a daily police

function. During the first week of November last, hundreds of leaders of
the Independence Party (Kim Koo’s), Social Democratic Party, and
Laboring People (Peasants) Party, were jailed. Students are frequent police

. yictims. Arrests run into the thousands. Ever since the Yosu revolt last

year; repression has haunted the country. The press is strictly censored by
decree. Reporters and editors are frequent victims of the police or terror
squads for printing “false information.” A National Peace Presentation

i Law prawdes the death penalty for ring leaders in anti-government. plots

and imprisonment-or death for all participants in riots. Anyone caught
discussing the activities of rebels may be subject to ten years imprisonment,
Police do not need warrants for arrests and may keep prisoners under
examination indefinitely without charges.

The U. S. bears full responsibility for this totalitarian rule. American mili-

_fary government sanctioned. this development and, since establishment of

Ahe Republic last. summer, has supported all the major acts of the Rhee gov-
ernmoni The people of South Korea correctly identify the regime with U. S.
policy. They know that the U. S. Army, up till a few months ago, was the
real armed force of the state.

The South Korean Republic and its rulers live in a state of chronic fear

' of internal rebellion and northern, Russian-supported invasion. The worst

revolt was the much publicized one at Yosu last year. Its suppreqsmn was
8o inhuiman as to shock all observers. However, revolts are common and in
fact have never ceased since the end of the war.

PEOPLE REBEL AGAINST REPRESSION

. In September and October 1946 what amounted to national revolution
swept the country. It was at this time that the U. 8. army joined forces
with the most reactionary elements encouraging and sanctioning the worst
_counter-measures. But hunger and harsh landlord rule have gestated new
revolts.

In April two battalions of troops deserted to North Korea. On May 12
a mine sweeper deserted. On January 31 an entire division mutinied in the
deep south.

The disaffections are not limited to the army. Strikes are frequent and
are treated like rebellions. Peasant demonstrations. break out freguently
and armed force is commonly used against them.

Conditions in South Korea are at boiling point. The country is too impov-
erislud to sustain the restored landlord class and the new repressive stafe.
A% the source of Korea” s difficulties is the spli§ of the country which separaies
the industries of the Norih from the cgnculture of the South. Hunger and
misery stalk the land.

On April 1, the government cut 4,300,000 people off its ration lists be-
cause it had no more rice to dlstrxbute Landlord pressure to end forced
rice collection had succeeded. These landlords can now sell their rice on
the black market.' But no one made provision to feed -these almost four
and a half million people, who with one decree, were doomed to starvation,

Curtency in circulation has risen from eight million at the war’s end
in 1945, to 40 million—thus contributing to terrible inflation. Wages have
risen from 224.5 in 1944 to 25,659 in January of this year. Prices, which
were 225.9 in 1944 clogely balanced with wages, have risen to 74,243, or

British Labor Government Decrees
Strikebreaking Emergency Power—

(Continued from page 1)

goods unloaded by the
troops.

The strike began two months ago
as a result of a dispute between the
Seamen's International Union and the
Stalinist-led Canadian Seamen’s Un-
ion over the union-raiding tactics of
the SIU. The CSU appealed to the
London dock workers not to unload
two Canadian ships, and from this
the- dispute has progressed to where
13,000 are on strike, 127 ships are
idle and 2400 troops are scabbing.

Officially, the dock workers main-
tain that this is not a strike, but a
lockout. The union has stated that
it would return to work provided
that. its members do not have to un-
load the two Canadian ships. But the
employers have demanded that the
dockers unload all ships.

scabbing

pr—

UNREST IS GENERAL

The reason that the Labpr govern-
ment puts forth for its drastic emer-
gency action is that the strike is
“Communist-fomented.” At first the
government took a hands-off policy.

However, as the strike dragged on,
its spokesmen begin to issile state-
ments that the strike was “treason”
against the country, that moves
would be made against the Commu-
nist agitators from abroad, that the
strike represents a danger (sic) to
trade unionism, that it is of “illegal”
origin.

It is a known fact that the Stalin-
ists are active among the dock work-
ers and that the Stalinists are domi-
nant in the CSU. It is''also known
‘that the Stalinists’ are ' out, at the
present time, to wreck in whatever
way possible the economies of West-
ern Europe. But is' this the best that
the Laborites have to offer in their
opposition to the Stalinists—to play
the role of - strike-breakers?

Even if the strike was originated
by the Stalinists in an’ effort to pre-
serve their position in the unions in
which they are dominant, the policy
that the La.borites have adopted is
one that fits perfectly the desifn of
the Stalinists.

In the early weeks of the strike,
the number on strike was less than a
thousand; today it is 13,000, The gov-

N.Y. Mayoralty—

(Continued from page 1)

may be a result of the refusal of the
Stalinist corps of leaders to support
his candidacy. This may be part of
their strategy of further consolidat-
ing their hold over their front groups.
Many a supposed topman in an or-
ganization run by the Stalinists has
been a perfect hatchetman for them
until it came his turn to begin to
feel the hatchet.

There is one other possibility, in-
volving Marcantonio himself. His
power has rested as much with his
own local machine as with his Sta-
linist connections outside his dis-
trict. To maintain that power, he has
often made semi-open deals with the
New York County Democratic Party.
One such maneuver that was specu-
lated upon in the last election was a
possible arrangement by the ALP not
to run a candidate for New York
County surrogate in order to insure
that juicy political plum for Tam-
many. To be sacrificed in such & sct-
up ,was the ALP’S candidate for that

.. office, Rogge, now one of Connolly’s

port to Marcaritonio's ¢ampaign for
re-election to Congress, That it was
being seriously 'considered” was re-
vealed when O'Dwyer blasted Marc-
antonio in terms reserved ‘for “dou-
ble-crossers.” “The' Stalinists and
Marcantonio may, therefore, be al-
lied in the ALP ’sgainst a2 common
set of opponents for different, but
similar reasons, the mainienance of
their separate, but allied, machines.
A further split between these two is
not ruled out. '

These developments should, if in-
telligently viewed, further accentu-
ate the tendency. toward mdependent
labor politics. Any possible split in
the ALP would" create numerous
voters and activists looking for a new
point of allegiance. A ‘developing in-
dependent labor party would-readily
provide it. This campaign is the
place to begin jts organization in this
city, with a politically united labor
movement actively pushing its own
candidates. As we have said before,
the Liberal Party, drawing its sup-
port almost exclusively from union
workers, - has™ both fhe* opportunity .

" national
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dssociates.. The Democratic half of
the deal was to consist of quiet sup-

and obligation to'run an independent
‘labor candidate, s

three: times as fast. These enormous increases more accurately feflect the
extent of the inflation. Production has remained depressed, unable to reach
even minimal pre-war levels. South Korea produced 21 per cent as much
flour in 1947 as in 1940 and 41 per cent as much cotton cloth. The minimum
per capita need is about 10 yards while only two were produced;, This is the
price of national partition.

U. S. POLICY BUTTRESSES PARTITION

South Korea has subsisted on U. S. aid without ‘hich the government
and the economy could not survive at all. In the first three years of oecu-
pation U. S. supplied 434 million dollars worth of goods and supplies of
which 290 million went, for abgolutely essential food: and clothing,

In reqllfy. U. S. has been subsidizing the split of the country for these
|lenu were normally obtained domestically as a result of a unified national
economy.

President Truman has just asked Cohgress for an- allocation of 150
millions for 1950 Korean aid. Although .U. S. is withdrawing its forces
from Korea, Truman prepares to continue the annual subisidy at the pre-
vious level because in his own words: “Without the ¢ontinuation of such
relief its economy would collapse inevitably and rapidly.” Yet these appro-
priations have not alleviated conditions in the last four years. Nor is it
likely that it will in the future since from 2/3 to 3/4 of the allocation goes
for non-productive food and clothing and most of the balance will go for
essential raw materials and to subsidize the expanding army. Almost none
will be available for economic reconstruction, or duphcatlon of ‘northern
industry.

There will be no relief from hunger in Korea until the emmiry is Inlﬁed
and the agrarian syshm is altered. President Trumun is,reqnesﬂng an uppro-

. priation as a substitute for and in order fo prevenf hese essential pcllﬂcull

and social changes. American. policy is completely reactionary in relation to
Korea. Its native allies are the medieval-minded landlort cluss-

Military government actually did distribute about 20 per cent of the
land, which had been Japanese owned, However, no ohe is certain how much
of this has not aIready come under control of landlords. At present the
national assembly is considering a new land bill which would permit peasant
purchase for three times the annual crop payable over ten years time.

This program has not met with greéat responsé becausé the purchase
price and conditions are harsh. It means ten more years: of tenancy under
existing feudal conditions at the end of which the peasant who has acquired
his land would be over his head in debt and at the mercy of the usurers.
From sad past experience the peasant understands very well that so long
as the landlord retains control of pohtlcal power he will find ways of re-
galmng the ]a.nd

TRAPPED IN GLOBAL CONFLICT '

Meanwhlle, in the North, the Stalinists have distributed the Iand While
little is actually known about this controlled peninsula behind the iron cur-
tain, there are reports of extremely oppressive taxation, frequent confisca-
tions and, of course, all the social and political trappmgs of " Stalinist
dlctatorshlp However, the peasant has the land; that is irrefutable. Korea
ig divided then between peasant holdings and feuda!-ism

A social wedge has been driven into the 38th parallel which makes the
Stalinist Norl-h attractive, and permits the Stalinists to pretend to a real
_program of economic change. This attraction is the root of fear for the land-
lord reactionaries of the South. Groups which have proposed independence
from both Russia and America, as well as from social ehunge. have been
repressed in both regions.

By the first of this year Russia had withdrawn its troops, or claimed
to have done so, since no observers have been permitted to check. In any
case they do not have far to withdraw since Siberia makes a border with
Korea to the East, while Manchuria borders the ent1re north. Korea is
surrounded, landward by Stalinist power.

U. S¢ troops are now being withdrawn. However, President Truman
has announced: “A military advisory group requested by the Koréean Gov-
ernment for training purposes will be retained in Korea. . . .” Together
. with subsidies this is the formula of the Truman doctrine as applied to
Greece and Turkey. It commits U. S. to continued maintenance of the reac-
tionary government and to defend the division of the country with military
aid. The Stalinists have acknowledged that similar military advisers are
present in the North Korean army.

It can be. expe:ied that, just as in Greece, the reqlme will do everyi-hulg

. necessury to retain U. S. interests, pqrﬂculurly military ‘and ecconomic aid,
even if it muost create lncldenls.

The threat of civil war is imminent. The world -gplit-between the two
giant imperialisms is its inspiration. The people:of Korea are caught in
the destructive vise. i

ernment policy has served to solidify
the workers on the waterfront and
those in industries allied to steve-
doring. The number of strikers is
increasing.

Labor Leader?

CLEMENT ATTLEE

Labor unrest is general in .England .

[see London Letter on page 3 of this
issue — Ed.]. “Firebrand” Afieurin
Bevan characterizes this unrest as
the work of “evilly disposed” persons
trying to brihg an end to the mdus-
trial harmony of the last four years.
Thus the workers strlvmg for legiti-
mate aims are “evilly disposed.” He
dlso adds: “We are not going to be
diverted from our path by these ma-
lignant forces.”

The move of the Attlee government
lays bare the armed force on which
the state rests. The government will
not permit any challenge to opera-
tion ‘of the economy. Any interrup-
tion of production represents a “chal-
lenge to the whole authority of the
state” (J. Chuter Ede, Home Secre-
tary)—and is met by the armed force
of the state.

: - - . . " - .
State Anti-Labor
Laws Repealed
‘While Taft-Hartley continues as a
statute to plague labor
throughout the country, the swell of
anti-labor laws in state legislatures
that threatened to become a flood last
year seems to have abated somewhat.

On June 29 the Missouri state legis-
lature repealed the Madison act,
which had prohibited jurisdictional
and sympathy strikes, secondary boy-
cotts and “strikes against the gov-
ernment.” The repeal was passed
after an eight-hour filibuster by Re»
publican state senators and after the
session got so stormy that two sen-
ators were arrested and the doors ta
the legislature were padlocked,

On June 30 ihe state of Delaware .
repealed the “Litile Taft-Hartley
Act” passed last year. This'is a_du
Pont state and their legislative
mouthpieces have announced that
the fight is far from over. They in-
tend to take the case to the courts.

h

Deported—

(Continued from page 1)

Warsaw and Kiev and Minsk had
been going on until recently. Only
now did many Jews of Poland under-
stand why the latest letters sent to
relatives in the Soviet Union were
returned with the inscription ‘Re-
turned—Addressee has moved.

7 -

“The Jews of Poland are in a po-
sition where they can’do nothing but
mourn. But will the Jews of the
world be silent in the face of the
barbaric fate being meted out to a
million of their brothers and sisters?
Won't the Jews of the world raise a
mighty voice of protest?”

An Urgent Need

Local New York of the ISL
has_béen regularly mailing
packages of food and cloth-
‘ing to needy workers in Eu-
rope. The relief committee
has urgent need for clean,
wearable clothing for chil-
dren of school age, especial-
ly in the 12-14 year old
group. Pleuse bring your con-
tributions to the City Office
of the ISL at 114 W. 14th St.,
NYC, 3rd floor.
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Onﬁl on

by GEORGE STONE, Editor, Socialist Leader

LONDON, July 6—As I write this column, Sir Stafford Cnpps, Britain’s
Chancellor of the Exchequer, is making a statement to the House of Com-
mons on the Government’s plans for meetmg the rapidly developing financial
crisis. Signs and portents of that crisis have been multiplying- in recent
‘week. Britain’s gold reserve has fallen by nearly 100 millions sterling over
the past three months and the indications are that there will be severe cuts
in dollar imports in an attempt to prevent the situation from becoming
one of nation-wide calamity. Kites are already being flown and this morn-
ing’s News Chionicle banner-headlined its forecast of more cuts.and. dearer
smokes. And only a few hours ago, Mr. Galtskell Minister of, Fnel stated
in a speech in Wales: “The Chancellor is about to make a smtsment of

consu}l,ea able gravity. This is a moment of supreme erisis for tke Govern-
ment.

The first reports of Sir Stafford’s statement are now’ comgng i} | PRI
“Government have not slightest intention of devaluing pound “No
Immediate Cuts” . . . “Three Months Ban on Dollar Buymg” o ‘Govern-
ment will safeguard policy of full employment” . “Pomtmn Wff! be re-
viewed by Cabinet during next few weeks.”

. Well, Sir Stafford has said his piece and, if his statement lacks the
drama nf that of Mr. Gaitskell quoted above, it is none the less portentlous.
Going over the phrases one inevitably recalls the days of 1929/31 when
Wall Street crashed and an economic blizzard swept the Western world.)
There is no need for me to detail the history of that period ‘to American.
readers—those who lived through those days will remember them forever.

Workers Are Victims of Market Race

A Labor Government was in office in Britain at the time under the
premiership of James Ramsay MacDonald. Unable or unwilling to face up
to the hard realities of the situation, it accepted the advice of certain
financial experts, slashed workers’ living standards, cut social services and
unemployment pay and, as a consequence, split the Labor Party.from top
to bottom. At the subsequent General Election in 1931, the Labor Party
was battered to defeat. Indeed, upon reﬂectlon, it is surprising that the
Labor Party has been able to live down the ignominy of that period—
although even its bitterest critics would surely admit that the leadership of
the Party today is more advanced, has greater understanding, and is more
formidable than that of the MacDonalds and Snowdens:

It may be urgmzd that the similarities between the position: today and
that of 1929.31 are slight and that an economic crash of 4he magnitude of the
one of that péeriod. will not be allowed to occur again. But the laws of capi-
talism are inexorable and we have no reason to believe that a Labor. govern-
ment, unwilling fo break completely with the fundamental bases of capital-
ism, is better able to prevent a crash arising from the operation of these
laws, than any other government.

It is to be expected, however, that Britain’s Labor government ‘will do
all within its power to soften the impact of the blow, but, tied as-it is to
American economy, it is powerless to prevent the blow being dealt.

Capitdlism means competztmn—ruthless competition now that the sellers
market has gone—and we are entering a period when there will be a bitter
struggle for markets. Cripps has stated that the government intends to
safeguard the policy of full employment—a very commendable gesture—
but it is difficult €6 understand how this can be achieved in a fight for world
markets ‘tinless Qgﬁodpctwn costs are reduced. Each country, fighting for na-
tional preservsﬁmn'- will slash the prices of its exports and this will be done
at the expense of workers’ lwmg standards.

Indeed, so fa_r s Britain is concer ned, Sir Stafford Crlpps has made this
quite clear He hag stated that NO per sonai incomes are to be increased and
emphasized that b ncluded all sections of society in that remark

A Lesson Mr. Afﬂee Had Better Learn g i

Action of this k:nd will have pohtlcal as well as economic 1mpllcatlons.
Britain’s railwayftien are pressing for increases and it i§ excéedingly doubt-
ful whether Sir Stafford’s strictures will stop them ‘from. enforeing their
claim. Some of ‘these men are among the country’s most poorly-paid workers
and. it is almost certain that there will be a national stoppage unless thelr
conditions are amehorated

In a speech last week-end Mr. Attlee sought to blame t'he Stalln'sts for
the country’s industrial unrest. We do not quarrel with his ‘description of
the Stalinists for it is all too obvious that while Britain is tied to ‘Anierican
economy and there is hostility between that country and Russia, the Sta-
linists will do all within their power to smash the economy of this:country.
It is a moot point with Stalinists as to what government is in power; the
all-important factor with them is that it must be on the friendliest terms
with Russia and serving her interests.

But Mr. Attlee is complefely misjudging the moed of the British’ peop!e if
he lmuglnos that the présent wave of industrial upheaval ¢an be stemmed by
constant reiterations about the menace of Stalinism. George Isaacs, the Min-
ister of Labor, fried it a couple of weeks ago in a broadcast speech;, and the
fact that Mr. Attlee's speech was more carefully phrased and more plausible
should not be allowed to obscure its limitations,

Mr. Attlee and his government have a lesson to learn and they must
learn it quickly if they are to survive the next general election. That is that
millions of people throughout this country have legitimate grievances; they
are disturbed about the rising cost of living, they are annoyed about the
_ slowness of negotiations for wage inereases, they want houses more guickly
“than the government is prepared to provide them; in effect, they want to
see the social transformation which the Labor Party pmmised them in 1945.

Théy are not unmindful of the fact that the Labor gavernment has i:rouglli-
in valuable legislation, that ull m all they are Beﬂer o'l’f ﬂlanlﬂny ffmie been
sion. They have made some gains and lhey not only want to hold orfe them
—they want to advance. And ahy government which tries to stem that ad.
vance will be faced with industrial unrest and ultimate pcll'l'i:al defad'l'.

The test of Britain’s Labor govm nment at the moment is not’ ‘whether
or not it is a better government than that, of the Tories; the test is Whether
or not it is big enough to undertake political action for the cbmmon frood.
And, in this period of crisis, the government must stick ﬁrmly to certam
essential principles; it must not ask for abstinence from the workérs and
allow the fruits of abstinence to be reaped by the property-owning class.
The British labor movement must learn once agam the lessons of 1929 31
“and it must see to it that the history of that period is not aliowed to repeat
itself. :

X

Just arrived! | .

The second issue {May-June) of the new international
discussion review has just been received!

CONFRONTATION INTERNATIONALE |-
Revue Internationale de Discussion

IN FRENCH 64 pages

Provisional Editorial Board: Baufrére, Dechezelles, Demaziére, I’drlsnf

Rousseau (France); Andrade, Selano (Spain); Shachtian, Judd (U.5.A.)
In this issue:

‘Les Tendences du Mouvement Ouvrier Espagnol..W. Solano
1’Aube Socialiste poindra-t-elie aux E.-U.%.....Andrée-Gelo
Agonie di'Régime colonial....co....oervierrvrrnerrennn. Ahmed Alaoui
De Tito & Mao® TSE-TOUNG......cerereerereraranresereraens A. Demaziére
“Un Fils de I’'Oncle Tom” juge Richard Wright..M. Baufrére
—and other articles and features.

Order from:
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Single copy 50 cents bundle of 3 or more 40 cents each
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LABOR  ACTION

July 18, 1949

The Legal Face of S'tallmsm From 0ff' cial Sources.

By ROBERT MAGNUS

Between the publication in 1926 of
the first Soviet Criminal Code and
the republmatzon in 1947 of its emas-
culated successor lies a period of 20

; years of profound change.

"The bureaucratized workers' state
has become the totalitarian bureau-
cratic-collectivist state. Everything is
tyrned on its head as the fundamen-
tal class composition of the Soviet
republic’ changes. Slave labor on a
grand scale is introduced in the '30s,
along Wlth its reflection in the polit-
ical. ﬁeld-—_the Moscow Trials and the
final - destricution of the Bolshevik
Party

. The period between the opening of
(he “first Five Year Plan in 1929 and
; HitLers attack on Russia in 1941, a
period of over a decade, had seen
' ‘the most kaleidoscopic and funda-
mental changes in all realms of Rus-
sian’ life. It is precisely in this pe-
. ¥ibd, with the victorious counter-rev-
olution in full swing, that the most
vicious and backward class legisla-
. lion was passed. A long series of
ukases came out of Russia beginning
in the early '30s, each one worse than
{he: Jast, each- one testifying to the
atter bankruptey of a government
which hysterically spit on its own
past, which attempted to control and
‘administer - the results of its own
; rmstakes in the interest of the rising
rulmg class:

The Criminal Code of 1926 reflected
in all of its parts the contradictions
‘and conditions of a backward coun-
try rapidly declining from its own

’past history, Any kind of a workers’
istate: must, to "begin with, have a
eriminal code. Any workers' stale,
awven if victorious in the most highly
developed capitalist country, is left
with:a gigantic heritage of inequal-
'lty and’ barbarity in every field. Ba-
-sncally, under any society, criminal
‘Taw merely reflects, on the one hand,
the fundamental sociological condi-
tions, including class conflict, in that
society; and, on the other hand, at-
“tempts to confine that conflict within
the fundamental property relations
estabhshed in ‘the society. 2

“In’ the Russia of 1926 class con-
“flict and inequality had not been
abolished. Far from it. Nevertheless,
the criminal code was the most pro-
‘gressive’ (or- among the most progres-
[ sive) of its time.

7 There was:a serious attempt to car-
ry. out the principle that crime was
.not ‘a natural result of the.evil na-
fure of man, but that it was the

© product of social conditions and con-
iradictions.. Crime could only be
_wiped out by wiping out the causes
of crime. From this idea followed
the principle of,looking at a “erimi-
nal” as someone to be cured, not pun-
ished. Under ideal material condi-
. tions, criminals should be sent to hos-
»pitals, not jails. This doctrine,  of
course, went out with the victory of

. the  Stalinist counter-revolution,

aFip

“Criminal Code

for 'Let us consider some of the most

-qmportant -changes introduced in the '

Russ;an crlmmal code during the dec-
“ade.of, tlie ’30s..The laws here select-
wed:- deal: Jbasically . with theft, petty
# theft, malingering, hooliganism, tru-

angy, -etc—that is, not uncommon,

exceptional crimes, but everyday

‘common  crimes that are committed

by members of the working class.

“o1) August 7, 1932—1 (2): “In the
. ,case of crimes of pilferage of goods
_'m translt by rail or water, the su-
preme measure of social defense—
_Qeath by shooting — together with
_-cqnﬂscat:on of all property, shall be
apphed as a measure of legal repres-
'sion; “‘or, in extenuating circum-
stances, deprivation of liberty for
not:.less than ten years, with confis-
c¢ation of- property, may be substi-
tuted.”

() March 7, 1934 — Art. 154-a:
“Sexual relations between men (sod-
omy) entails deprivation of liberty
for a period of from three to five
years.” [In accordance with all the
laws of humanity and modern psy-
chology, the 1926 code did not penal-
ize such action as “criminal,” con-
sidering that the doctor and not the
prison warden was the answer.]
(3) June 8, 1934 — Art. 58, 1l-a:
“Treason -to' the fatherland, i.e., any
act done by a Soviet citizen to the
prejudice of the military strength of
the USSR, of its independence as a
gtate, or of the inviolability of its
territory, e.g., espionage, the betray-
al ‘of any military or state secret,
passing over to the enemy, or taking
ﬂlght across the frontier by air or
ntherw;se is punishable with the su-
preme measure of criminal ' punish-
ment—ﬂeath by shooting and con-
[;scatmn of the whole of the offend-
er's propérty, or, where . there are
extenuating circumstances, with de-
privation of liberty for 10 years and
confiscation of the whole of the of-
{ender’s property.”

“Art. 58, 1-c: If a soldier goes AWOL
across the border “any adult mem-
ber of his family who assists him in
preparations for *or in committing
the -treason, or who, having knowl-

edge of it, fails to brmg it to the
knowledge of ‘the’ authorities, is lia-
ble to “deprivation of liberty for a
period of from five to ten-years and
confiscation of the whole of his prop-
erty. The rest of the adult members

. who were living with or depend-
ent on him at the time when the
crime was committed, are liable to
deprivation of electoral rights and
exile to the remote regions of Sibe-
via for five years.”

[Note that this law explicitly pro-
vides for the punishment of admit-
tedly innocent parties, thereby hark-
ing back to a practice associated only
with the dark ages. “Adult members”
means anyone 12 years of age or
vver.]

(4) October 1934 — Art. 193, 2-a:
“Failure to carry out an order given
in the course of military duty en-
tails — deprivation of liberty for a
period not exceeding five years."”
|Previously: two years.]

(5) October 1934 — Art, 193, 12-a:
“Evasion of the obligation to per-
form military service by the self-
infliction of some injury, malinger-
ing,
other form of deception, entails . . .
deprivation of liberty for a period

not exceeding five years."” [Previ-
ously: two years.]
(6) April 7, 1935—Art. 12: “Minors

from twelve years of age, eonvicted
in the commitment of a theft, causing
of violence,’of bodily injury, mutila-
lion, or murdér, or attempted mur-
der, are to be prosecuted by the crim-
inal court with the application of all
measures of eriminal punishment.”

Previously::“Minors under the age
of 16 are not:liable to measures of a
judiecial - correctional character. To
them the commissions of juvenile
cases may “@pply measures of social
defense of 'a. medico - educational
tharacter.” +Also: “if a sentence of
deprivation 'of liberty or of forced
labor is: passed. on a minor between
16 and 18 years of age, the period
shall be reduced by one third of the
gentence which could have been im-
posed by the:eourt if the crime had
been comm1tted by. ani adult.”—Art.
80, now abrogated.

The whole: .concept of Juvem}e
authorities and. .special education for
young criminals:is here done away
with. T :

(7) October 2,:1937: Maximum sen-
lence . deprivation of liberty
raised from 10 years to 25 years (Ad-
dition to Art 28).

(8) June 26, 1940: “For truancy
[“more than 20 minutes late"—Pag.
3] without a wvalid reason, the work=-
ers and employées of state, coopera-
tive - and pubhc ‘enterprises and m-

forgery of documents or any

stitutions . ... are to be punished by
corrective-labor work at the place of

work for a period up to six months |

and withholding of salary up to 25
per cent.” (Criminal Code, Page 110,
Sec. 5, Par. 2.)

(9) August 16, 1940—Art 74: “Hoo-
liganistic practices in enterprises, in-
stitutions and public places.. . . will
be punilshed by imprisonment for a
term of one year unless the character
of the case calls for a heavier pun-

ishment..”
(10)  August 16, 1940—Art. 162-f:
“Petty  theft, regardless of the

amount, committed in enterprises or
institutions .". . will be punished by
imprisonment for one year, unless the
character of the case calls for a heav-
ier punishment.” '

(11) . December 26, 1941: “Volun-
tary leave of workers and employees
from . (war industries) . . . are to be
punished by imprisonment for a pe-
riod of five to eight years.” (Crimi-
nal Code, Page 117, Par. 2.) (Note:
According to Art. 28: a sentence of
three or more years is to be served in
a corrective-labor camp.)

These 'basic amendments to the
criminal code of 1926 continue to in-
crease ‘in severity and in applicabil-
ity, and the majority of them deal
with the protection of property and
the terms of work of the working

- class.

The increasing barbarity of class
repression and the soliaification of
the Stalinist bureaucracy here find
their perfect expression in legal ter-
minology. Let us go down the list:
the extremely severe punishment for
pilferage, petty theft and "hooligan-
istic” practices, family responsibility
for guilt of soldiers who escape from
the “socialist fatherland,” a tighten-
ing of military authority, full erimi-
nal punishment for minors, and pun-
ishment for truancy (20 minutes late)

and quitting a job. Truly an gdmira-

ble record!

“But wasn't the death penalty abol-
ished in 1947?9" the apologists ask
gleefully. Very true, it was. Let us
examine this seeming liberality and
discover its roots. The law at issue
is the following:

May 26, 1947: “The death penalty
for crimes punishable by death under
the existing law is to be superseded
by imprisonment in corrective labor
camps for a period of 25 years.”
(Pravda, May 27, 1947.) ;

The séeming liberality, on second
glance, becomes. the means to in-
crease the labor supply in the gigan-
tic slave- labor camps whlch began
to become ‘an important part of Sta-
linist production in the '30s. '

Worlrers Fined for lateness

So far we have only the bones of
the reality of class repression in the
form of decrees and ukases. Let us
fill in this framework with a litfle
sociological meat. How are these laws
applied? Unfortunately there has
never been (how could there be?) a
sociological study of ‘crime in Rus-
sia. In the absence of such a work
only conjectures are possible. But
fortunately the tradition in Stalin-
ist criminology has been to follow

up the publication of decrees by mass

warnings to the population in the
form. of lists of “criminals” indicted
for specific erimes. Here is Stalinist
justice at work (Pravda, August 28,
1940, page 6):

1

TARDY WORKERS HELD
RESPONSIBLE BEFORE COURT

Yesterday in the people’s court of
the 12th division of the Kiev district
of Moscow, three criminal cases of
N. P. Alfimov, I. I. Ermakov; and A.
S. Gushchin, accused by the-‘workers
of the Moscow State Electromechani-
cal plant, of violating the Ukase of
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
of the USSR, of June 26, 1940, were
reviewed.

In the front row sit the accused—
three young lads. There is no sign of
disturbance on their faces. They are
striving to give themselves the ap-
pearance of complete indifference,
even perplexity: for what reason, in
truth, were they invited here? '

But this is only at the beginning of
the court examination. As the judge
and the assessors ask questions of the
accused to clear up the circumstances
of the perpetration of an antj-state
offence, the accused start to consider
that they were. by no means sum-
moned to jestiwith them. !

The young workers, Alfimov, Erma-
kov, and Gushchin had much in:com-

mon. All three came to Moscow at

the same time looking for work with-
out having any specialty. Alfimov and
Ermakov entered as apprentice lock-
smiths at an electromechanical plant.
Gushchin entered as an apprentice
locksmith at another plant. Alfimov
and Gushchiniare members of the

,YCL. All three have .obtained the

qualifications of‘a locksmith. The old
workers at the plant .gave them as-
sistance.

On June 27, a]l three were late 30
minutes and all gave the same rea-
sons for lateness: “I overslept,” “I
was not in time at the bus stop,” and
“I was late to the train.”

“We did not ‘agree beforehand,”
Alfimov answeéréd the judge’s ques-

lions,

“I{ is merely a coincidence. I am a
member of the YCL and I under-
stand the complete importance of the
new law, but I cannot ‘explain' how
Lhis-happened. I confess my guilt.”

Ermakov and Gushchin gave the
same explanations. They also con-
fessed their guilt. However, it was
explained to the court that Gush-
chin was tardy more than once. Last
year, for tardiness, he was d1smlssed
from the plant.

After the discussions the court re-
lired into a consulting room. The de-
liberation lasted one and a half hours.

The court acknowledged the guilt
of all the accused in committing
criminal offenses and sentenced them

* as follows: to subject the tardy work- -

ers Alfimov and Ermakov to correc-
tive-labor work for two months each
at ‘the place .of work, with deduction
of 15 per cent of thelr monthly earn-
ings.

Gushehin, havmg been tardy- more
than' once, was sentenced to three
months corrective-labor work at the
place of work and likewise with de-
duction of 15 per cent of his monthly
earmngs

The cases were heard under the
chairman of the people’s court Com-
rade D. Lieubimov, with participa-
tion. of the people’s assessors, Com-
rades I. Nikitin, A. Kaziukov, and ad-
vocate Comrade Raubo. The accused
were defended by Comrade Kaziu-
kov, the attorney of the Kiev district.

V. OVCHAROV.
®

This little piece reads like a play
by Gogol, the great Russian satirist.
Three young workers up before the
tribunal for being thirty minutes late,
accused by the "“workers” (bureau-
crats?) of their plant. They all give

perfectly reasonable excuses for their

tardiness but the judge wants to
know if they had agreed, beforehand.
Truly a person closely connected
with workers’ everyday experience
with crowded buses—this judge!

The deliberation lasted one and a
half hours. Beware, tardy worker!
And then finally the fine: It is only
necessary to recall that the first
pamphlet Lenin ever wrote, entitled

“0On Fines,” warned the workers not

to accept exactly such treatment from
their employers.

As a slight indication of how these
laws are applied in ' practice, it
should be noted that the third work-
er, Gushchin, was given an extra
month for an act which was not a
crime when he committed it. This is

they be judged.
There is here no

autocracy.

dom and abundance.

OUT OF THEIR OWN MOUTHS . ..

The documentary material pre':senfed on this page is from official
Russian sources ONLY—the official decrees of the USSR and the official
press, reporting official announcements. Out of their own mouths shall

uestion of .a complete analyms of Russian
criminal practices. The terrible Russian reality is only partially and
sporadically reflected in ‘what gets put on the books.
of it, like the well-known iceberg, is hidden out of sight—in the glave
labor camps in the actual practice of the secret police (MVD or GPU)
who recognize no law, not even the restrictions written into the books.
But' the one-eighth which shows above water—part of which is here
presented—may help to indicate the rest.

The picture which is presented is that of Stalinism, the regime
which carried through a counter-revolution in Russia, which destroyed
the workers’ state established by the great Russian Revolution of 1917,
which murdered and wiped out a whole generation of the old Bolshe-
viks, the comrades of Lenin and Leon Trotsky, in order to thrust the
working masses back into a slavmy even worse than the hated czarast

This regime ond its system has not the slightest resemblance to social-
ism. The apologists of the Kremlin butchers point to it as
(echoing their masters) in order to conceal the truth from the dupes of
the Communist Party in this country. The apologists for capitalism point
to it as “'socialism" in order to use the black brush of Stalinism in order
fo smear the real fighters for a socialist democracy and socialist free-

Independent Socialists present this exposé so that American work-
ers may learn that Stalinism, with its Communist Parties, 'is not
labor’s "alternative to the injustices of 'a decaying capitalism. Inde-
pendent Socialists fight for the democratic alternative to capitalism,
the socialist alternative to Stahmqm

Just as some workers turn Yo the Stalinist Russian "utopia” in revul-
sion against the evils of capitalism which are so plain and evident to.
dey. so: others think they must reconcile themselves to these capitaiist
evi’s in revulsion from the horrors of the Moscow dictatorship. They. '
fer:! on each other's crimes—these two rotten exploiting systems that
are waging their cold war over the backs of the people of the world.

. ndependent Socialism is the banner of those who refuse to give
up cheir fight against both camps of exploiters, in the name of the
Third Camp of the oppressed workingpeople whose class struggle and
militant fighting spirit-is the only road to socialist emancipation.

Seven-eighths

"socialism'

called ex post facto law in legal ter-
minology: and went out with the first
stirrings of democracy. Gushchin
was late .‘to'work “last year” but the

ukase had just been passed a few
weeks before. That such a 5‘]coper
‘got into Pravda is an indication of
the general situation.

Po verty, Theft and Justice

IN THE" PEOPLES COURTS .OF
MOSCOW——Cases of Petty Theft in
Production. .

‘The people’s courts of Moscow re-
viewed 'a number of cases of persons
brought to court on the basis of the
Ukase ‘of the ‘Presidium of the Su-
preme Soviet of the USSR on August
10 for, }'espanmbihty :tclr petty theft"
in production.

‘TitkovichgA. A., worker in the Nov_o-
Mylrvaren ‘plant, was detained -with
an_ingot of bronze, 5.7 pounds by
Welght which he had been attempt-
ing-to carry out of the plant.

Promaskov, I. F., a driver in the
Moscow Industrial Cooperative Trans-

port -Artel, while transporting freight, .

stole 3.6 pounds of candy.

Zakharov, A. I, a female worker
at Factory No. 10 by the name of
Clara Zetkin, committed a theft of
2.2 yards -of satin, with which she
was detained in the watchman hut
of the factory.

Petrov, A. S., previously convicted
working at the factory,

for -.tiaeft.
“Bolshevik,”  committed a theft of
cookiés and sugar.

Logunov, V. S, a4 worker at the
plant: “Red ‘Warrior,” stole two Eng-
lish;Jocks belonging to the plant.

Each of the indicated persons was
sentenced by the people’s courts of
Moscow to a year's imprisonment.

(Pravda, August 16, 1945)
- )

One is ‘reminded of Jean Valjean
in “Les’Migerables,” who is sentenced
to the galley for stealing some bread
when ‘he was’ starving. These petty
thefts—-candy, cookies, cloth, a piece
of bronze—indicate a society of pov-
erty, “a“'society of want and semi-
staryation for the masses. Otherwise,
why 'ar> the penalties so severe?

The 'most inexcusable and vicieus
class legislation—horrible to an ex-
treme-—arethe laws on “hooliganism”
passed, in August, 1940. The different
conditions of life of the worker and
his “lbwoss;” whether’ he be Stalinist
or bourgeois, dictate different atti-
tudes, language and behavior. Laws
against  “hooliganism” are basically
laws" against the working class and
they are usually dictated by a desire
to prevent workers from protesting
against. their conditions of slavery.
The severity of the punishments in

the following cases merely hints at

the terrible reality of everyday life
in Russia. Izvestia, August 27, 1940:

TANSRWIYS % R

FROM THE PEOPLE'S COMMIS-

SARIAT OF JUSTICE AND ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL OF THE USSR.

In Moscow, recently, the following
violators -of the Ukase of the Presi-
dium of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR! of August 10, 1940, on criminal
wspohsmlhty for hooliganism, were
brought to court and sentenced:

‘Milévanov, I. I, born in 1914, On
the night. of August 17 he created a
scandal in a house, used profane lan-
guage .and th a boarder. Sentenced to
one years 1mpnsonment and three
years. of exile.

Fedorov, M. I, botn 1921..Qn Au—
gust 18 at 6 p.m., while riding on a
trolley, used profane language. On
being requested to stop his holligan-
istic activities, he continued to give
insults; sentenced on “August” 20 to
one year's:imprisonment.

Grebenikov, A, I, born in 1912. On
August 17 at 7 p.m. he sat in the
aisle of a bus in a drunken condi-
tion, bothered the conductor and
used profane language. When stopped
he pushed the conductor; sentenced
lo one year's imprisonment.

Kolontayev, D. S, born 1902. On
August 11 at 11 p.m,, in the chamber
of- an emergency . ambulance, he
caused’ a scandal,” broke glass on ‘a
table and insulted the attendants;
sentenced. to one yearfs imprison-
ment. #

Volkov, G. V., born 1921. In Hut
No. 4 of Vladimirsky "'village he
caused a scandal and a brawl, both-
ered the citizens and -used profane
language.
imprisonment and to three years of
exile in the remote regions of the
USSR after completion of the sen-
tence.

Kluyev, A. E., born in 1920.”On
August 22, on. Preobrazhensky
Square, he started hooliganistic activ-
ities, took out of his pocket an edge
of a razor which was not dangerous
and threatened to make a slight gash
in Citizen Ephimov. On August 22
he  was threatened to three years’
imprisonment and five years of exile
after completion of the sentence.

Kuznetsov, V. P., born in 1909. On
August 11, on  Preobrazhensky
Square, he hit Citizen Sacharov in
the face with a suitcase,, On August
22 he was senfenced to three years’
imprisonment, not permitted to live
in the main cities of the Soviet Union
for four years after the completion
of the sentence.

Ratkovsky, born in !895 "On Au-
gust 18 he committed hoollgamstlc
activities in the street, used profane
language and bothered the passers-
by. On August 22 he was sentenced
to ' four years’ imprisonment with
deprival of rights for three years
and not permitted to live in eight

. specified cities of the Soviet Union

for five years after his sentence.

Timonin, I. V., born in 1915. On
August 23 he appeared at a clinic
where he demanded that he be is-
sued a doctor’s certificate excusing
him from work; becoming chagrined
because the: thermometer 'indicated
only normal temperature, he in-
dulged in debauchery and used pro-
fane language. Sentenced on August
23 to three years in jail, not permit-
ted to live in nine specified cities of
thé Soviet Union after the_completion
of the sentence.

Krylov, S. G., born in 1918. On Au-_

'gust 19 he slapped Citizeness Ata-
nova and while detained showed re-
sistance to the police. On_ August 21
he was sentenced to three years' ‘im-
prisonment and not permitted. to live
in the central cities of the Soviet
Union for three years after comple-
tion of his sentence.

Kholodkov, I, Y., born in.1899. On
August 16 he was going along Mes-
chansky Street. He used. profane
language and while being detained
resisted the police. On August 19 he
was sentenced to -three years' im-
prisonment. ;

: °

It might be noted here that accord-
ing to Art. 28 of the Criminal Code,
“A sentence of deprivation of lib-
erty for a period of less than three

Sentenced to one year's.

Anti-Labor Despotlsm in Stalin Legal Cod

years shall be served in an ordinary
place of imprisonment, and for a
period of three years or more in a
correctional - labor camp.” Six of
these unlucky victims were sent to
work in the slave-labor battahons of
the Stalinist state. .
The worker who tried to get an
excuse to quit work from the *“com-
pany sawbones” should be familiar
to every worker who has been in
the same position. Half-dead from
fatigue, he was probably told that
he was in excellent health and that
he should go back to work and stop
malingering. We might imagine him
restraining himself to calling the

sawbones an S.O.B., whereupon. he
is dragged off to a 'slave-labor bat-
talion, after a summary trial, and

condemned to eternal exile if he ever -

gets out of prison.

The crowning 3ch1evement of Sta-
linist jurisprudence, however, is yet
to come in the shape of the “Protec-
tion of Citizens’ Private Property” act
and the “Embezzlement of State and
Public Property” act, which were
passed on June 4, 1947, Here income
differences, class repress:on and so-
cial’ barbarity speak through the
authoritative lips of N. M. Shvernik,
chairman of the Presidium of the Su-
preme Soviet of the USSR: . !

Slave Lahor Fixed Into Law

PROTECTION OF CITIZEN'S

PRIVATE PROPERTY.

With the object of strengthening
the protection of the private prop-
erty of citizens, the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR decrees
that:

(1) Theft—that is, covert or open
appropriation of the private property
of citizens—is punishable by confine-

ment in a reformatory labor camp’

for a period of five to six years. Theft
committed by a gang of thieves for
a second time is punishable by con-
finement to a reformatory labor camp
for a period of six to ten years.

(2) Robbery—that is, assault with
the object of appropriating other peo-
ple’s property combined with vio-
lence or a threat of violence—is pun-
ishable by confinement to a reforma-
tory labor camp for 10 to 15 years
with confiscation of property.

Robbery with violence ‘endanger-
ing the life or health of the victim
or-a threat to kill or cause grievous
bodily harm, as well as robbery com-
mitted by a gang for a secohd time,
is punishable by confinement to a
reformatory labor camp for 15-to 20
years, with confiscation of property.

(3) Failure to report to the author-
ities concerning a robbery authenti-
cally known to be ‘under preparation

or known to have been committed is
punishable 'by loss of freedom for'
one to two years or banishment Ior-

four to five years.

(Signed) N. M. Shvernik, chairman
of the Presidium of the Supreme So-
viet of the USSR, and F. K. Gorkin,
secxetary of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR Moscow. ‘Kremlin; June
4, 1947.

. - s 5 o’
 EMBEZZLEMENT = OF’
AND PUBLIC PROPERTY.

In order to establish umforrmty of
legislation with respect to criminal
liability for embezzlement of state
and public property and to strength-
en the measures against these crimes,
the Presidium of the Supreme Sowviet
of the USSR decrees that:

(1) Theft, appropriation, defalca-
tion or other. embezzlement of state
property is punishable by confine-
ment in a reformatory labor camp
for 7 to 10 years, with or without
confiscation of property. ;

(2) Embezzlement of state property
for a second time, as well as when
committed by’ an organized group
or on a large scale, ‘is punishable by
confinement in a reformatory labor
camp for 10 to 25 years, with con-
fiscation of property.

(3) Theft,
tion or other embezzlement of col-
lective farm, cooperative or other
public property is punishable by
confinement in a reformatory labor
camp for five to eight years, with or
without confiscation of property.

(4) Embezzlement of collective
farm, cooperative or other public
property for a second time, as well
as that committed by an organized
group or gang or on a large scale, is
punishable by confinement in a re-
formatory labor camp for 8 to 20
years, with confiscation of property.

'(5) Failure to report to the author-
ities concerning embezzlement of
state or public property definitely
known to be in preparation or known
to have been ecommitted as set out in
Articles 2-and 4 of this decree, is
punishable by loss of freedom for
two to three years or banishment
for five to seven years.

‘STATE

(Signed) 'N. M. Shvernik, etec.
(same as above). Moscow, Kremlin,
June 4, 1947, ¢

The intensity of the class struggle
fairly screams through the pages of
the law journal. The “reformatory
labor camp'. (a guilt-ridden synonym
for forced labor) has become: the
punishment for a theft, no maiter
of what size. To put it in another
way, recruitment to forced labor has
become the purpose of this legisla-
tion, while the actual theft takes a
subordinate raqle,

The increase in income differences
is reflected in the increasing sever-
ity of the punishments for the thefi
of personal property, -which, contrary
to previous law, have now become
quite as severe, to all practical pur-
poses, as theft of “public” property.:

Pravda again comes to our aid with
a few choice morsels of Stalinist ju-
risprudence in action. The following
is from Pravda, July 9, 1947:

appropriation, defaleca-

COMMUNIQUE FROM  THE: AT-
TORNEY GENERAL OF THE USSR:

In carrying out the ukases'of the
Presidium of the Supreme  Soviet of
the USSR of June 4, 1947 . . . a num-
ber of persons have been 'recently
prosecuted and brought to ‘trial  for
criminal responsibility:

(1) In the city of Saratov, V. F
Yudin, who had been previously con-
victed for theft .. . stole fish from

a smoke factory. On-June 24, 1947,

. Yudin was sentenced to fifteen
years' imprisonment
labor camps. .. .

(2) On June 11, 1947, an electrician
on the power lines of the Moscow-
Ryazan railroad,” D. A. Kiselev, 'stole
fur goods from a railroad car. ... On

June 24, 1947, the war.tribunal of the .

Moscow - Ryazan railroad sentenced
D. A. Kiselev to ten. years' imprison-
ment in the corrective-labor camps.

(3) In the town . of Pavlov-Posad

in the Moscow region, L. N. Markelov 4

. stole clothing from the Pavlov-
Posad textile factory. On June 20,
1947 . . . Markelov was sentenced to
eight years’ imprisonment in correc-
tive-labor camps..

(4) In the Rodnikov district of the
Ivanov region, Y. V. Smirnov and
V. V. Smirnov . . . stole 375 pounds
of oats from a collective farm. On
June 26, 1947 . . . both were sentenced
to eight years' 1mpnsonment in  cor-
rective-labor camps.

(5) In the Kirov district of Moscow,
E. K. Smirnov, a chauffeur, was ar-
rested for stealing 22 pounds of bread
from- a bakery. The people’s ¢ourt

. sentericed E. K. Smirnov to seven

years’ impnsonment in corrective-

labor 'camps. * '

L (6) In Saratov,’ E L Gordeyev’. o
stole various .prodiicts from a ware-
house, On June 21, 1047 .. ; Gordeyev
was sentenced :to seven years' impri-
sonment in corrective-labor camps.

(7) On June 8,.1947, in-Kuikyshev,
E. T. Poluboyarov stole a leather
case from Citizen Shnitko, who was
riding on a trolley. . . . Poluboyarov
was senteneed to five years’ impri-
sonment in corrective-labor camps.

(8) On June 7, 1947, in Kazan at
the collective farm market, V. E.

Bukin snatched money from'the hand _I

of Citizeness Pustinsky. . . . On June
20, 1947 . . . Bukin was sentenced tfo
eight years imprisonment m corree-
tive-labor camps.

(9) 'On June 6, 1947, in the vulage
of Subovka in the Kutuzovsk district
of the Kuibyshev. region, A. A. Chu-
barkin and V. G. Morozoy stole from

a cellar 88 pounds of. potatoes be-

longing to Citizeness Presnyakov. On
June 17, 1947 . . . both were sentenced
to five years’ imprisonment in correc-
tive-labor camps.

(10) On June 5, 1947, in Moscow

K. V. Greenwald, ‘who had -been pre-.
viously convicted for theft, took ad- '

vantage of the -absence of his neigh-
bor, entered the room of Citizen Ko-
valev and stole various household ar-
ticles. . . . Greenwald was sentenced
. to ten years' lmprlsonment in
correctwe labor camps.
L ]

The lot of the Russian working
class is more graphically portrayed
in these items ‘than in a thousand
theses. This society is'a huge concen-
tration camp, with want and misery
rampant as the ruling class of the
bureaucracy grinds the people into
an atomized mass.

The means of production, the fac-
tories and farms and mills, belong to

“the state. But that is not necessarily

socialism. The state.-, in turn,. belongs
not to the people ruling thelr own'
lives democratically but to a totali-
tarian and uncontrolled bureaucracy

It is the collectivism of ‘the new -
‘class of rulers, not the democratlc

collectivism of the working class, At
is what we have called the buneau-
cratic-collectivist society of the. Sta-
linist tyranny. ; 3
Social discontent in such ‘a new
slave society will obviously ‘take
many forms among the downtrodden:
brutality -in social relations, theft,
sabotage, flisht—even anti-Semitism.
The brutal rulers brutalize their
slaves and then icall for thicker
chains to hold them in their slavery.
But side by side. grows the haired
of the slaves for their brutal lot. The
new slave rulers of the Russian state
had best examine history: they will
find there, written in bloody letters,
the picture of their future: the great

. Spartacus revolt of the ancient slaves,

It is toward this day that we work,

in corrective- -

’
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