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UAW’S MII.ITANT

In the rawest Fair Deal sellout to

" - date, the Truman administration sent

rent control flying up the flue, in
effect.

Characteristic of the Democrats
as distinguished from the Republi-
cans, Truman preceded this action
by about a week with a slam-bang
oratorical blast against the “little
group of ruthless men” of the real-
estate lobby, aceusing them of try-
ing to stymie his housing program.

On Monday, June 27, the press
announced that according to Tru-
man’s housing expediter, Tighe
Woods, “The freeze principle of rent
control is now a thing of the past.”

At the beginning of the 81st Con.

gress, en the heels of his election vic-
tory, the president had asked Con-
gress to extend and ''strengthen"
rent controls. Rent control was one
of the important issues stressed by
his labor backers to justify their sup-
port of the man who had used in-
junctions against labor seven times.
The new series of regulations is-
sued by Woods throws the door wide
open for rent inereases on the basis
of the landlord’s making some kind
of *“capital improvement”
property (inecluding. putting up a
television aerial!). This is in addi-
tion to the big swath cut in rent
control in April when the housing
office announced a “fair return” deal

legalities in NMU Vote

May Annul

By N. GADEN

NEW YORK, June 27.—The Natmnal
Maritime Union last week concluded
an agreement, without a strike, with
their contracted steamship companies.
The new contract provides for an in-
crease of $7.50 per month in the form
of a -clothing allowan;:e, and the pre-
violis: form of “hiring” hall is main—
tained, subject:-to - ifinal . Tuling.
the Taft-Hartley Law by the Suprerie
Court: A new grievanée system was-
established: ‘and some other minor
amendments were made in the pre-
vious: agreement.

It is widely felt on the waterfront
that the new agreement fails to come
to grips with the most pressing prob-
lems of niaritime labor policy. Unem-
ployment is rampant on the water-
front. Without a reduction of the
maritime work week to forty hours,
as long enjoyed by .the shoreside un-
ions, there cannot be any effectlve
solution to this problem.

The contract just signed, far from
increasing present manning scales,
does not even ;ﬂstore the ‘manning
scales to that of two years ago, merely
asserting that present manning scales
will not be reduced.

The negotiating committee reported
to the membership that they felt that
this was the best agreement that could
be obtained without a strike. The
membership went along with this rea-
soning gnd voted to g‘ccept the pro-
posal by ‘2037 {6147 in the port of
New York.

REFERENDUM MAY BE DITCHED

This vote reflects to a great extent
the apathy widespread in .the union.
The indifference stems largely from
the failure of the Curran administra-
tion to give a militant leadership in
the current situation.

After his victory two years ago
over the Stalinist machine in the un-
ion, Curran, instead of uniting the
membership around his leadership for
a militant struggle against the ship-
owners, began a battle to rid the
union of any critics of his adminis-
tration, especially Communist Party
members. This battle was capped a
couple of months ago when he put
through a referendum vote to bar
from membership in the union any
members of the Communist Party or
other “subversive” organizations.

This piece of State Department pol-
ilics served to divide the membership
further and weakened it in its strug-
gle against the shipowners. In the
course of discussion of the referen-
dum the division became clear.

The Northern ports, especially New
York, found progressive anti-Stalin-
ists aligned with CP members in a

Coming —
in the July 18 issue:
A feature page docu-
menting anti-labor

laws and practices
in Stalinist Russia. -

Referendum

struggle to preserve the democratic

structure of the union. On the other -

side, the leadership of the reactionary
and . bigot:ridden Southern ports
sought by means of the amendment to

-consolidate  their newly gained .con-

trol ‘of the union.
It was well'known that the propon-
ents of the amendments were using

.-no_scruples: in.. the  conduct. of, the ..

eleotion in théir respect!ve ports. This

report was conﬁrmed this week when -

the Honest Ba.llot Association, hired
by the union to count the votes, re-
ported that it could not give a deci-
sion, since so many of the votes cast
did not conform to the rules estab-
lished by the union to ensure a fair
election.

At this writing it is assumed that
the National Council of the union will
have no choice but to throw out the
entire election.

This does not mean that the admin-
istration will not make further at-
tempts to undermine the democratic
structure of the union. Only a mili-
tant and watchful membership will
guarantee that union democracy will
be maintdined, so as to permit a gen-
uine struggle against the shipowners
in the future.

Truman Aide Says Rent Freeze Is
Over—Landlords Get "Fair Deal!

in the’

for landlords permitting increases in
half the dwelling places under con-
trol.

The press reports: “Mr. Woods,"
commenting on the new regulations,
saw them not only as a benefit for
landlords but as a general economic
stimulant, through their possible en-
couragement of spending by land-
lords.”

This statement adds insult #o in-
fury, in view of the administration
sponsored discouragement of wage
raises for workers. "Encouragement
of spending"” by workers is—infla-
tion; encouragement of spending by
landlords is—an economic stimulant.
This is the Fair Deal for the rent-
gougers. ;

WALTER REUTHER

DETROIT, June 26.—In the face of a mounting crisis, which is the direct concern of every auto
r worker, the top leadership of the United Automobile Workers (CIO) has prepared a program for
adoption at the 12th convention at Milwaukee from July 11 to 16 which falls far short of meet-
ing the requirements of the situation, or of living up o the nation-wide reputation of the Reuiher

leadership.

What the Reuther faction has in mind was outlived at a top-level caucus meeting ll_e_ld; in
. Detroit on Saturday, June 25, which was conspicuous in contrast with the broad caucus which the
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Reuther leadership held before the November 1947 convention. Only a small and selecf group
of key people, chosen carefully by regional directors, were invited to be present.

Walter Reuther, Emil Mazey, John Livingston and Dick Gosser were present und worl:ed as
a team.

The most important single item discussed at this meeting was HOW cnd WHY dues should
be increased to $2 a month, a proposal whick was previously approved unummously by the en-
tire International executive board.

The second general point was the program to "tighten up” the organization and. “muin-l-_q'in
union discipline.” * '

The third pomi- which was not discussed but which had been agreed upon, was to preser\re
the "status quo™ in leadership. No changes will be permitted.

The fourth main issue discussed at the top Reuther caucus meeting was the proposnl fur a
convention every two years instead of every year. This will be miroduced as a cqnsﬂfuticnal
change, and the main argument for it will be the "saving money" argument. ; it e Fasdl

This proposed program represenis a clear victory for the conservative sechpn of ﬂlu Reuﬂur 1
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UAW, Reuther and Political Action

There are many urgent issues before this 12th
convention of the auto workers’ union. As urgent as

any issue, however, is the pmblem of “political “ac-~
tion.- For the militants of the union to permit. this .
to be slighted in the press of other conce1 ns would v

jeopardize labor’s progress.

.Some two years ago, the union's execu'l-ive bourd
drqﬂod a statement which, however. Inudequuiely..
indicated ‘a direction towards |ndependeni polifical

action. A’ year ago President Reuther. Issued a.state-
ment which was purposefully vague in its details, but

which nevertheless made: the ‘ndtional keudllnes as

a commHmenf to independence in -political “action.

J3.statement. was. so drafied- as; to-leave him. . ;

a big cut—and the "out" was big enough Ie permlt him
- #o climb the podium with Truman, - -

‘Invhis statement,” Reuther c¢ommitted h:mself to
devote his major energies to pohtlca.l activity.
Whether he has or has not is not the issue. Other
situations undoubtedly claimed his time. The impor-
tant thing is that his political activity has been of
the wrong sort. He has skipped around the White
House. None of it amounts to anything that will
benefit labor.

Much was made of the "wily" plan fo_cupture the
Democratic Party of Michigan. That gaiidy bauble has

proved to be a lot less precious than it seeméd to

some. It was no big achievement in the first place.
The policy behind it has merely continued %o serve
the purpose of leaving Michigan labor ' without ‘an
Instrument of political action.

Who in his right mind can deny that polltlcal
activity is of the first order of importance? The
Truman victory has exposed its hollow content.
Taft-Hartley is still on the books, and the best that
is now being considered is a lousy “compromise.”

thtle progl oss has been made in civil rights. There
really is no need to go down the line. The facts are
well known.

The question is- WIlui are we going to do, and
wll_elt? The “"what" is unmistakably indicated. Steps

. must be taken to shape a political instrument that will

o

be ‘ready for the next election campaign und which
can bgfore that serve as the only effective pressure
on .a Congreu that will have to be COMPELLED to
enact labor's : wlshes. The "when" il clear enough
ion' NO\'I'

The auto wurkers are in a posmon to give Jeader-
iship -on :this ‘as they have on so many other situa-

tions:The PAG:-organizations are ready-at hand-for -}

eonversion :to WEapons of ' political - 1ndepéndence

. More perhaps: than any other act, a decigion at this

convention' to-call a’ conference’ of auto-union PAC
bodies to plan independent political activity, would °
rally the enthusiasm of American labor. Much else
can be done: an’ invitation to other unions for a
political conference to plan local and national organ-
ized activity.-

The end result: a party of American labor which
champlons the needs of all the people. Labor alone
can be that champion. The auto workers are in a
position to show the ‘way.
~ There has been enough of weaseling on the issye.
Enoughof ptomises that seem to say one thing, and
prove to be another. Enough of running for cover
under the stern glance of Philip Murray—as the
auto union delegates did at last year’s CIO con-
vention:

Ihdependent political action does not in any way
mean dragging “independently” after the Demo-
cratic Party. It means stepping out on the road that

leads to a Labor Party!

Chinese CP Developing New Coalition
And New Bureaucratic Ruling Clique

By JACK BRAD

From Peiping last week the Chi-
nese CP news agency announced com-
pletion of preparations for a defini-
tive conference to be held late this
summer to form a new national gov-
ernment.

This decision was reached after a
five-day meeting of representatives of

;various.CP and supporting organiza-
tions. The instrument for. launching

the néw state will not be a popularly
elected constituent assembly but a
Political Consultative Conference of
delegates from existing organizations
in the CP-dominated coalition.

There is more than-a touch of irony
in this particular formula since it was
General Marshall who, in 1945 and
1946, helped devise the PCC as the in-
strument for reorganization of the
state. By reviving the PCC formula,
the CP is able to ¢laim legal sanction

.and political continuity with earlier
. eéfforts at national uhity.

NEW COALITION FORMED

The movement !or 4 new PCC was
launched last ‘'yéar in & call'to all
“democritic personages” to rally to
the sdpport of the “hberation armies”
anhd to create a new unified- cdalition
ecenter in opposmwn to the erumbling.
Kuomintang. There was immediate
response from many dissident groups,
and as the CP armies advanced, this
support increased. When the armies
penetrated below the Gréat Wall and
the Kuomintang s debacle was clearly
gt_hand' mEny of these organizations
migrated north. Whén the CP moved

"' ils hedidquarters to Peiping last month

they followed suit. |

At the preparatory conference last
week there were representatives from
45 organizations. Besides the CP it-
self, the best known of these is the
Kuomintang Revolutionary Commit-
tee headed by the former yation_alist
general Li Chi-sen. Its function is to
detach from the Kuomintang all those
who can be induced to throw in their
lot with the new regime but who can-
not quite become Stalinists, or those
for whom the Stalinists do not wish
to take direct responsibility.

One of the aspects of the bureau-
eratic revolution is the Stalinist em-
phasis on continuation -in office of the
old “functionaries of lower rank
wherever possible; The CP seeks to
win to itself whole sections of the old
administration whom they desperate-
Iy need to operate their governmental
structure. Recently new schools were
established where “ex-Kuomintang
officials learh to serve the people.”

Beside the smaller fry CP, strategy
is 'coricerned with capturing whole
sections of the remaining KMT as
splits jp that dying organism increase
and deepen. Li Chi-sen himself rép-
resents such .a split. So does Chu
Hseuh-fan, formér head of the KMT-
spongored All-China Labor Federa-
tion and now in the same post under
the new regime. It is rumored that
Chu is in negotiations with Tu Yuen-
san, t mer underworld boss of the
Shanghai lgbor unions and a candi-
date for a list of the top ten most
corrupt KMT leaders. General Li sup-
posedly has good connections with the
Kwangsi clique as well as the war-

lords of Yunnan, in the deep South.

Perhaps moré important than these
opportunist_considérations is: that the
presence of Li in the’ CP-Contr?llcni
coalition is a means of gdining the
support of the iirban bourgeoisie. For
the commercial and industrial classes

* do not have political partles to speak

for them.

In an indirect and arnblguous fash-
jon Li Chi-$en acts as a symbol of
coalition, that is, the representation
of other interests than #those of the
CP, thereby making a claim for the
confidence of the bourgeoisie. So long
as the bourgeoisie is necessary to the
Stalinists, General Li will have a
place

The Democratic League is the other

A

major participant. This organization
had teal strength among students,
teachers and liberals throughout the
country in the eatly -post-war days.
Even now it has many adherents
among Chinese students abroad. Rais-
ing the banner of political peace and
national unity above partisan inter-
est, the Democratic League engaged
in sharp criticism of Chiang Kai-shek
as well as of the Stalinists. It gave
fullest support to the Marshall Mis-
sion and the first abortive PCC. It
was the last attempt to form a political
buffer between the extremes which
were plunging toward civil war. Gen-
eral Marshall saw in the handful of
liberals who formed the league the

(Continued on page 2)

CAL. FARM STRIKE GOES INTO SECOND YEAR!
NATIONAL FARM UNION GROWING IN STATE

{NFU News ‘Service)—The strike

of employees of the Di Giorgio Fruit

Curporati'on in Kern. County, Cali-
fornia, is now in its second year,
with a picket line still mamtamed
about the ranch

A trial examiner for the NLRB
has held that the workers cannot be
penalized under the notorious Taft-
Hartley Act, although a temporary
injunction was secured by Robert
Denham, general counsel of the
board, nearly a year ago. Plans are
under way for an appeal to the
courts to set aside the injunction.

Meanwhile, the organizers: and
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the organizers and members in Cali-
fornia are spreading the union’ gos-
pel up and ‘down the state. Three
new Jocal  unions  of the National
Farm Labor Union (AFL) with

. large memberships have been formed

during the past two months. Stirred
by an educational campaign carried
on by Ernesto Galarza, Mexican
Americans are taking the lead in
building the Union organization in
Orange and Tulare counties, Negro
field workers in Kern County are
also joining the “Okies” in building
the wunioh, having established a

“gtrong:and effective organization in.

Bakersfield.

leadership, which has been
pressing constantly to trans-
form the UAW from the mili-
tant, leading union of the CIO
info a normal, "responsible"
pro-Murray official machine. |

Their social and political outiook
is not essentially different from the
views of former president R. J. Thom-
as, who always oppesed the ''fancy
economics" of Reuther. It is signific
cant that men like Matthews and Ker-
rigan opposed Reuther and supported
the Addes-Thomas bloc when he pre-
sented the radical GM program.

Now that Reuther has.turned.to-
ward the right, they are not only his

‘ardent supporters but they ave set- |

ting 'the tone for the UAW. It is
they who insist that Reuther act as
the conservative arbiter deciding all
questions, all elections, all resolu-
tions within the framework of offi-
cial CIO policies,

REUTHER YIELDING

Reuther himself is far from re-
luctant to yield to their pressure.
He sees nothing to be gained for
himself by enunciating any new pro-
gram to meet the needs of the work-
ing class. The opposition to him has
been smashed. His greatest concern
today is to establish a close alliance
with Philip Murray and in that way
ensure continued support to himself
by all the conservatives in the union.

‘He reveals himself today for what
he really is: not the man who creates
the militancy of the UAW but the man
whe waits for if, the man who knows
how to climb on the bandwagon of
any radical surge inside the union, to
raise himself up on it. Since the radi.

cals and militants in the union are.

somewhat bewildered, unsure of them-
selves, not certain of what program
can push the union ahead, Reuther
moves toward his right wing.
Reuther is for the “status quo” in
the union elections because he is
anxious to retain the support of the
conservatives. If the militants or-
ganive against the conservatives, the
conservatives will be forced to or-
ganize in self-defense. Reuther
would have t6 choose sides in the
struggle. Whichever way he went,
he would antagonize one side or the
other. And where Reuther is forced
to choose today, he chooses to sup-
port the right wing because he has
become more and more the loyal
right-hand man for Phil Murray.

EMIL MAZEY

I

In' his recent speeches, hé has Séé_'n
introducing  the “woid " “disciplinie”
often enough “to make- everyone: sit

up- and--take notlce. At-the. conyen- '

tions of the CIO e has ho new pol-
icy to offer; he does not suggest how
to’ make. the CIO the “yanguard’ of
America”; he restricts himself to
resq]utmns thr eatemng the expul-
sion of all unions which refuse to‘en-
dorse official CIO pollcy

WANT FRESHER LEAD ERSHII’

But the UAW hag not gained its
leading role in the Amarlcaq labor
movement by following: official. pol-

The fight against the no-strike
ledge, the GM program, the Tecent

orﬁ strlke, ‘the “resolutions “for- a

“new pohtzcal realignmént in 1949”
—tHese were not quiite ‘within™ the
framework - of -official” policy: ‘Reuth-
brs proposal for stnct" “dlsctphne”
{Continued on page 4} )

Whaf's Happenmg fo
UAW Democracy’

See Feufure Arhcle
on Page»d

Labor Candidate

By DAN SMALL

City posts in the coming election..

labor’s program.

UAW Local Proposes that /0 Run

NEW YORK, June 25.—At a meeting of Lucal 365 United ' Auto
Workers ((‘IO) in Long Island City last Wednesday, the membership
unanimously voted to recommend to the City CIO Council that it move
to run independent labor candidates for mayor and othel Ne'w York !

The UAW-CIO delegates to the City CIO Couneil were lmiruehd
to bring the recommendation before the City Couneil, with the idea |
that the ClO group get together with-AFL unions to rin union cqndidahs
for city offices either through the Liberal Par!y or otherwisé, |

The vote was preceded by a discussion in which it was pointed out
that organized labor had lost out in its policy of backing candidates
of the Democratic and Republican Parties. The point was made by
the president of the local that not only had labor been séld out, as
expected by the “reactionaries” in hoth major parties, but that the
“liberals” likewise had compromised fo the point of selling out on

"The only way to get the political job done that we want done,”
he said, “is to do it ourselves through our own people whom we can
contrel. We don't rely on our ‘liberal' friends to do our picketing when
we fight the bosses for wage increases; we do it ourselves and it gets
done right. The same for our political ﬁghis."

The membership of the local union agreéd awd. reaﬁ‘irmed their --
traditional position for independent polltlcal actmn by Iabor.

for N. Y. Mayor
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LABOR ACTION

Broyles (. ommlmon

Rampage i

By LEO DEL MONTE

CHICAGO, June 20—The Broyles
Commission (the “Little Dies Com-
mittee”) of the Ilinois state legisla-
ture, after the ignominious burial of

. its vicious “anti-Communist” bills in

the legislature—a setback due pri-
marily to the alertness of civic groups
in the state and to effective counter-
measures, taken by the students :md
fq,cnlhes of the Univers:ty of Ch:cago
amj‘ Roosevelt, Cul]ege—ls trying to
smother academlc freedom here by
iiepylng tax exemption to _those
schools whmh, in the words of the
(}hieago TRIBUNE, "refuae to rid
themselves of Communist front pro-
fessors, organizations, and activities.”

More appalling than the vicious
content of the Broyles bills were the
underhand tactics to which Senator
P'ml Broyles and his lackeys stooped
in their attempt to push them through
the legislature without letting the
people of Illinois know about them
until it was too late. When a handful
of U. of C. and Roosevelt students
aroused the atteniion of thr: whole
state to the menace, Broyles & Co.
countered by ordering an investiga-
tion of “subversive activities” at the
two schools.

“GUILT BY ASSQOCIATION”

And when a thorough investigation,
rveplete with such professional testi-
fiers and investigators as Howard
Rushmore and J. B. Matthews, failed

to reveal evidence of such “subversive
activities,” the Broyles Commission,
still not satisfied, declared:

“While the professors apparently
could see no real harm in such [‘Com-
munist front’] achvities, we cannot
but feel they Were on very unsound
ground, and, did, despxte theu- proteg-
tations to the confrary, suffer in some
degree from ‘guilt by association.’ [!]
. . . It ‘was disturbing, and in fact
appalling, to find.that some of the
faculty memberb refused to accept the
right of the J usnce Department and
other governmcntal agencies to list
cerfain organizations as ‘subversive,
‘Communist,’ or ‘Communist front’ or-
ganizations. They held to their point
of view even though they were ad-
vised, and agreed, that these listings
were not made until a thorough in-
vestigation had been made by the
Fedegal Bureau of Investigation and
all other investigative agencies of the
federal government."”

SMEARS AND STOOL-PIGEONS

In a partial record of the investiga-
tion published by the University of
Chicago’s All-Campus Committee Op-
posing the Broyles Bills and the
‘Broyles Investigation, the statements
made by Representative G. William
Horsley about what he considered
subversive activity on the U. of C.
campus could leave no doubt that the
commission’s target was not merely
Stalinist totalitarianism but anything
seriously opposed fo the status quo.

since labor won its great "victory" at the
polls on November 2 by re-electing Truman
and a Democratic majority—but
The Taft-Hartley Law
is still on the books!
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For example, activities or publica-
tions of the Communist Club (Stalin-
ist), Polities Club (Third Cam]_a),
Committee on Racial Equality (anti-

-Stalinist - Negro civil-rights organiza-

tions), Student, Forum (representing
every shade of thought on the U. of C.
campus), Campus Committee to. De-
fend Academic Freedom (organheﬂ
to help the strike of the students of
Olivet College), Campus Commitiee
against Conscription_(semi- Stalini.st),
Students for Democratic Action (afﬁl-
Tated with ADA), and Socialist Club
{bl’ nnented)—all these were tlc-
no]mced by Horsley as "suhverswe,”
“left wing,” or “Commqmst front.”

Horsley went so far as to state that
the Student Republican Club is “Com-
munist-dominated,” because its for-
mer vice-chairman has been a vigor-
ous fighter for democracy and civil
rights. (It would not be out of place
to mention that Horsley never visited
U. of C. premises during the
course of the investigation, but ob-
tained his information from a “reli-
able informant,” (i. e., a stool-pigeon.)
Even anti-Stalinist liberals (to say
nothing of radicals) are not safe from
the Broyleses and Horsleys.

What Illinois' “Little Dies Commit-
lee” is telling the public and private
schools of all levels in this state is
that any educational institution that
fails to comply with the thought-
control measures of a crew of unedu-
cated louts is to lose its tax exemp-
tion. It wants the right arbitrarily to
decide what is a subversive organiza-
lion and what is not, and to dictate
to the schools of Illinois accordingly.

WITCH HUNT PROGRAM

The majority proposals (opposed by
only two members of the commission)
are as follows:

(1) Expulsion from any tax-exempt
or tax-supported school of any stu-
dent who refuses to say whether he
is a Communist and whether he will
fight on the side of the United States
in a war with Russia. [The same ap-
plies to those who acknowledge Com-
munism, the statement said.)

(2) A private mvestlgatlon by the
officials of the U. of C. and Roosevelt
College -and all other educational in-
stitutions concerning student activi-
ties, Communist clubs, faculty affilia-
tions, etec.

(3) Prohibition of sale on campus.

of Communist propaganda, refusal to
allow campus bulletin boards or pub-
lications to carry advertisements of
Communist meetings, and denial of
campus facilities for such meetings.

(4) Survey of textbooks and re-
quired reading matenal to eliminate
material which advocates theories and
doctrines of communism or “other
subversive doctrines.”

(5) Dismissal of professors who re-
fuse to resign from known Commu-
nist or Communist-front groups.

(6) Investigation of new campus
organizations to ascertain whether
they are made up of persons who have
been members of “questionable” or-
ganizations, (The Young Progressives

. of Ilinois. is cited as an example,)

(7) Denial of tax exemption to any
school which allows Communist-front
professors to teach, or which allows
Communist-front groups te flourish
under faculty sponsorship.

The pundits of the Broyles-Commis-
sion conecluded their statement by
saying:

“We feel the greater the institution
of learning and the ‘more noted and
recognized the educator, the more
caution should be exercised in their
conduct, as their influences will be
felt, even though in a way coming
from an indirect source, and their
leadership will carry weight.”

The people of Tllinios and the stu-
dents and faculties of the U. of C. and
Roosevelt College have shown then‘
mettle in combating this vicious tr end
but the fight is not yet over.

(Continued Irom page 1

best hope for eﬂ’ectuahng American
policy.

LIBERALS. IN. CP- COALITION

In March 1947 the Chinese National
Student Federation issued a New
Year's . manifesto recording its egual
opposition to the Stalinists and the
Nationalists. ‘It declared itself for
“the . Party of the Mldd]e Way" and
c_rg_a_mzed popular demonstrations
against the civil war. Naturally, all
these actions.occurred in Nationalist
areas; the Stalinists had succeeded in
thrusting the onus for civil war on
the KMT. »

In retallahon Chiang Ka.l shek il-
legalized the Democratic League and
began police syppression of the stu-
‘dents. KMT thugs murdered several
league professors, who became politi-
cal martyrs for the students, while
the CP came to the political sup-
port of the students. Caught between
b!and:shments on f.he one side and
active terrorist
other, the league and the most politi-
cally alert students turned northward
for salvation,

However, the Demogratic League
was never quite a political party, It
never succeeded in becoming more
than a collection of what the Stalin-
ists call “demom atic personages.”
With KMT suppression these people
came to accept the CP as bringer of
peace and democracy The League re-
tains formal existence but its leading
mlellectua]s mcreasmg]y tend toward
polltlcal surrender of initiative and
independence.

STUDENTS JOIN NEW
BUREAUCRACY

In 1ecent mOpths these groups have
acquned a. new significance. As the
(ol began to occupy cities it called
upon students and intelligentsia to
march behind the armies to form the
'administ_r_ative corps of the new gov-
ernments. On one occasion a call went
out for 10,000 students, which was
oversubseribed.

One reporter indicates the changed
situation: “In the last few weeks a
steady si‘ream of students has bheen
quitting the various nationalist uni-
versities and middle schools to enter
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It's Them Needs It

We pass cn a comment by Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor Ralph
‘Wright, made in a speech before the
Colorado State Federation of Labor
in June, apropos of the propaganda
about labor getting “too big.” He
said:

“You frequently hear comments
about 'big, strong and rich unions.
But you seldom hear anyone mention
that 40 per cent of all industrial
workers in the United States are
employed by only one tenth of one
per cent of all the employers. It
would be well for those who oppose
labor wunions to remember these
facts.”

We agree. We also suggest that
Mr. Wright include the item the next
time he makes a speech to an EM-
PlOYERS' gabfest.

Tout Tip

One of those municipal scandals
recently broke in Boston involving
the city council and bookies. It seems
that bookies with friendly connec-
tions had been using the phones in
the chambers of the city counecil it-
self to do their business—so much
so .that an additional appropriation
of $74,000 for phone 'service had to
be asked.

But that isn’t how the scandal
broke. The. bookies were just, plain
mcunaldelate they often made the
city fathers stand by and wait for a
phone while they plied their trade.

The, moral _of this story is: Always
Be ngli‘e' Even a Grafting Politician
Has Feelings!

- . 7

Communist territory. A significant ex-
ample is the University of Honan. The
writer knew.some of the students
there: they were.a timid, on the
whole conservative, ‘provincial’ com-
munity. This summer, when the Com-
munists tempuranly occupied Kai-

pealed for teachers and techmc:ans
Two: Jarge groups from the university
—professors. as ell as studenis—
threw wup everythmg they had and
left for Communist territory.” (East-
ern World January 1948)

While there are some idealistie mo-
tivations 1‘1_1v01ved the great magnet
for the Chinese intelligentsia is the
‘place they can occupy in the newly
created hierarchy. With deft use of
flattery, the Stalinists make places of
honor for the intellectuals. In the cre-
ation of the new bureaucratic class
that is emerging to rule China the in-
tellectuals and technicians will form
a large stratum.

This development has further re-
duced the independence of the Demo-
cratic League. Its members and those
who would otherwise support it find
it 1ncreaamg]y difficult to dlscovel any
distinction between their own desires
and those of the CP.

There are other organizations in-
volved in plans for the new PCC,
such as the KMT Society for Promo-
tion of Democracy, the Association
for Democratic Construction, Peasants
and Workers Democratic. Party, and
the National Salvation Society, whose
luminary is the senile Mme. Sun Yat-
sen. .

All of them will have representa-
tives at the PCC but will mean noth-
ing. They have neither a distinctive
program nor mass or even sectional
.appeal or support. The only military
force on which all depend is the CP
army. They can share the victory to
the extent the CP needs them.

The rule which the CP has insti-
tuted in governmental organs is fo
limit itself to one-third representa-
tion. There is every likelihood that in
the PCC and in the state that emerges
from it this rule will be maintained
to give a semblance of independence
and coalition. Other delegations wijll
come from organizalions such as those
listed above. But the largest number
will claim mandates from functiopal
groups such as irade unjons, the new-
ly created Chinese Student Federa-
tion, Women’s Congress, the army,
and the various reglonal governments,
all of which are CP- controlled. In
this manper the party will hold de
facto control over the assembly.

The PCC will be an attraction for
hesitant elements, particularly singe
the party's propaganda preparation
will try to give it a democratic aura.
But the nature of the PCC will not
be altered by such propaganda. It
will remain a meeting of top leaders,
not popular represeniatives, and the
party will be able more easily to ap-
portion posts among them.

FEDERALIST PATTERN
EMERGING .

A significant omission in the call
for the PCC, or in any of the pub-
lished speeches at the preparatoray
conference, is any reference to the
regional governments other than ac-
knowledgement of their right to rep-
resentation. To date the administra-
tive form established by the CP con-

51sls of nine inter- pm\unc:al regional
governments which legally have con-
siderable political and economic pow-
er. In practice the Politburo of the
party has formulated basic laws while
the regional governments have ad-
ministered them. Each of ihese gov-
ernments. is, of course, also a coalition
with the distribution of offices in ac-
cordance with the national formula.
Most likely the party will maintain
this structure in any new central state,
which will thereby assume a federal-
ist form.

Such a federallsm would have sev-

eral useful funclions. Immediately, it *

would permit the CP to set its own
pace in, cunlt.lnueﬂ military conqt_.lest
while creating a state to which future
adherence could be made without dis-
ruption, This has particular applica-
bility to the huge outlying provinces
such as Sinkiang, Sikan, Tibet, the
great Northwest—that is, those peri-
pheral areas of China which have
enjoyed either semi-autonomy or out-
right independence throughout Chi-
nese history, depending on the power
of the central government.

Unlike China ‘proper, which is ra-
cially homogeneous, there are Tartars,
Turkis, Manchus, Mongols and scat-
tered primitive iribes in these areas.
By contrast with China proper many
of these people are Moslems and
Lamaists in religion. A federal struc-
ture could be the bait for adhesion to
the central regime with “cultural
autonomy” of the well-known Stalin-
ist variety.

There is, in addition, a larger con-

sideration. Russia’s interest in Cen_tral
Asia has expanded considerably since
1941 when she began to 1clocatc her
industry.

. Huge new mdust.r:a! structures have
been erected in . formerly ‘barren
‘wastes. Only a few weeks ago, Russia
negotiated a new monopoly of air
traffic over Sinkiang. It is suspected
that, this new treaty. will reorient Sin-
kiang economy. ‘westward tnward ‘Rus-
sia and that many specla,l righis, in-
cluding control of magnesium depos-
ils, have been recognized.

Russia’s mteJ est extend, to China’s
northwest provmces and to the Awo
Mongolxas Most Jmportant, and. pos-
sibly deuswc to China's industriali-
zation is Russian. economic and. stra-
tegic interést in Manchur;a Wlth re-
gard to Manchurra there are some in-
dications that in recent weeks under-
standings have been reached between
Russian and Chinese Stalinists as to
the division of economic control.

. A federation of regiopal govern-
menis would be part of the _forr'nj.lla.
for a modus vivendi with the Rps-
sians, Varying degrees of Russian jn-
terest could be protected !ccally while
the Chinese CP bases ifself on the
central regions, Under such a for-
mula the Sinkiang Treaty, with its
recognition of Russian spheres of in-.
fluence and special prerogatives ' in
Manchuria, would receive the sanc-
tion of the Chinese CP. If the above
analysis proves correct, such a feder-
alism could be one of the means of
exorcizing the ghost of Marshal Iito
from China for a short permd at Ieast
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"Heme of the Bray_é"'

To the Editors:

Two comments on the review of
the moving picture, “Home of the
Brave,” that appeared in the June 13
issue of LABOR ACTION:

(1) Some mention should have been
made in the review of the fact that
during the entire film the hero never
at any time stands up for himself
against the character in the plcture
who heaps the worst abuse on him;
his whlte buddies are al]owed to do
this for him. The fact that his bud-
dies do this is real and natural but

the fact that they aléme do it is ex-

tremely unnatural Had the hero
taken a swing at the race- baiter or
told him that he would unless he shut
up, the movie would have conformed
more closely to real life. However,
those who profit from Jim Crow have
too much invested in the film indus-
try to allow the portrayal of such
reality. In every theatre where this
movie is. shown, those in_the audience
whose minds are not twisted with
prejudice would rejoice if the baiter
took a few on the jaw or got told off.

Thus, one of the major avenues of
capitalist propaganda would, in this
case as in many othezs be giving the
stamp of appr_ov_al to a justifiable re-
action to Jim Crow.

Hollywood, 1‘,5 going along with that
group, of mdustual capitalists who
are nomlnally led by C..E, Wilson,
pre51de11t of General Electric and
chairman of the Truman Committee
on Civil Rights, who are today giving
lip service to the fight against Jim
Crow, and little more, in order to
conservatize the Negro population.
Even though, as the author of the re-
view says, the production of such a
film is “a fact to be celebrated,” the
reasons why it was produced and the
more, than probable limitations of this
and future Hollywood films on the
same. theme must be kept in the lime-
light hy socialists,

(2) The review. raises a question in
the next to the last par;agraph in a
way wluch can only mislead the read-
ers of the ISL press. "In dccades " it
says, perhaps the Neg‘rc qucstlon
will .become. a subject for historical
or period movies and the 51mp1e ele-
mentary fact of Jim Crow will o

Rleg;e ln,i'er' my. sub;cripl],ol'
: m} ,
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‘Lamour does:

longer arouse such dramatic tensxon
Crow will have disappeared except
for some of the psychologlcal left-
overs.” What does the reviewer mean
by “in decades”? Does he mean after
as it does today.” This could be para-
phrased: “In decades; perhaps, Jim
the establishment of soclahsm pex-
haps? Or does he mean tha}; perha
capitalism can end Jim Crow? Thﬂ
position of the ISL is that it can only
be eliminated under a new society,
and this should be made clear. Had
the author left out this comment
about the future of Jim Crow it might
be said that it is unnecessary to for-
mally inject the League’s position into
every article and particularly in a
movie review, but it is raised ‘and
seems to reflect the same iilusions
put forth in an article which appeare
in the April 1948 issue of the Neéw
International, entitled “Can Capxtal-
ism End Jim Crow?” in which the
author, E. R. McKinney, answered
his own questlon with an mdlrect
ambiguous, “round and ahout" Yes

Scot BYER

L ]

Regarding Poirt 2 in qunrage ?
Byer's letter, we think he's aye -
ing the actual point of ihe sen e
he quotes, which was not_inten
bear upon any dis Ussion ¢ ‘the iu-
ture of Jlm Crow under cap;taglsln
It was written in connection with the

2 comparison between Home of the

Brave and the French film Jenny
Lamour in the course. of - making the
excellent point that Amencan _ﬁirns
w111 show thcmselves COMPLETELY
free of race prejudice only when they
ire capable of doing what  Jehny
show a white father
and his Negro boy without any ne-
cessity for the sllghtest commant or
foxntmg -up. It seems to, us . rather
ar-fetehed to. conSider that the re-
vzewers use of “in decades, perhaps"
in making this Point SHould. _ngces-
sarily entail a dlSCLISSlOn of "Can.
capitalism end Jim Crow'>”—Ed
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Sditorials—
Don't Lét CP Carry Ball
For Civil Liberties!

" The Greater Los Angeles CIO Council, under its new anti-Stalinist
le’adg'rship,- stumbled and fell on the issue ‘of ecivil liberties and the Com-
* munist Party. :
The case in point was that of Dorothy Healey, secretary of the Los
Angeles Communist Party, who has been cited for eriminal eontempt in
_refusing to answer federal Grand Jury questions and who solicited the
C10 Council’s support.

The reply of the Council Executive Board in a resolution passed by a

_wide majority was that the case does mot “involve any question of civil
liberties,” and, that “for the executive board to support Dorothy Healey in
her personal situation would be tantamount to supporting the Communist
Party.” The only dissenting voice was that of Anthony Ramuglia of the Tex-
tile Workers Union, who most effectively exposed the role of the Stalinists
while at the same time sounding an alarm not to lose sight of the violation
of civil rights. There is no doubt that Ramuglia spoke for many inarticulate
delegates and he was given a respectful hearing by all sides. .
; ' Now, why did the council disclaim any responsibility in. the Healey case?
E:qgjlpr on in its resolutjon it maintains that it "will vigorously and whole-
hgﬁr_ie_dly support any members of the ClO, or others, who are the innocent
victims of violations of their civil rights,” but not thg, Communist Party. It has
gone on record in support of James Kuicher, the legless vetferan fired for
membership in the Socialist Workers Party. Why the policy of “exceptionalism”
where Communists are concerned?

The disposition of the Healey case throws into sharp focus the new
political relationship of forces and the new atmosphere in the council, where
a “right-wing” coalition ousted the twelve-year rule of the.Stalinists. The
trouble is that the new leadership, which includes. both progressive and re-
actionary anti-CP- elements, is on the way to.making a religion out of anti-
Communism;. in lieu of a positive program which would insure. not merely
the formal rout of the Stalinists but whith would also cut away their re-
maining support among the ranks of the labor movement.

- Hatred of the Stalinists, however well founded, and lack of a positive
and creative program is blinding the council leadership to the point where
it cannot see any issue of civil or democratic rights if the CP is concerned.

There are many dangers inherent in the stand the council took on the
Healey case: '

(1), If ignoFed, the current political. atmosphere in the United States. This
is the day of the witch-hunter and the layalty probe. The over-all trend is: to-
ward the 'cnrbi_ng of independent ideas and expressions. And the Taff-Hartley
iaw, so repressive to the labor movement, due to be amended but not revoked,
l__s an expression of the _sn_nie trend. The L. A, Council has direct experience
with Cullfornié,‘s home:grown witch-hunter. Jack Tenpey, and his little Un-
American Activities Committee. i
\ (.2)-'Tkere are other issues involved besides the Communist P:.x-rty. The
judicial and legal infringements used now against the Communist Party
all serve as precedents against any non-conformist. They will be cited as
precedents for encroachments on genuinely progressive groups and the
CIO leaders themselves. p
" (3) The CP is being allowed ta appear to carry the hall on the question
hf:ciifj[; l'llp.e_rl"ies. Since genujne infringements .of rights that are. supposed fo
belong to all are involved, the Stalinists are able to gain sympathy and adher-
ents when they become victims of and fight against these infringements. The
CIQ loses its chu__n;;_e to corral this sentiment because it is sitting the issue out.
(4) It’s the wrong way to fight.the Communaist Party. The .CIO_is ﬁnding
it ‘difficult to combat the charge that it is abetting, or -at lga_st winking at,
the Rankins and-Tenneys in their own particular fight with the (_}ommu-
nist Party. And the CIO knows that these reactionaries are fighting. the
GP. for their own reasons, and not for the reasons of the labor movement,
and that they would shackle the labor movement as well. It's’like letting
the cops take care of the opposition. ,
(5) The ranks are tired of pure-and-simple antl-Stalinism. There have been
many criticisms made by rank-and-file supporters of the CIO. leadership.
"We're tired of fighting the Commies just, for the sake of fighting the Commies."
*_._ryjfg' need a pasitive program.” "We need to know where we're going. The
Communists bring up. facts and arguments against the Marshall Plan and the
North: AHlantic Pact. All we know is that we're for them because National CIO
is for lllgm." .
The major fear motivating the CIO disclaimer of ecivil lihcri.:ies:. is th:at
of allying themselves in any way with the Communist Party. This is party-
line logie in reverse. “If you attack the CP, you're in leag_ue with the
Rankins and Tenneys, who also attack the CP,” say the party-liners. “If we
attack the attackers of the CP, then wd're in alliance with the CP,” says
the majority leadership, employing the Stalinist yardstick. o] B
What is totally lost sight of by.the CIO leaders. is that a statement
by the CIO condemning the violations of civil liberties, even when they

" affect members of the Communist Party, at the same time disclaiming any

sympathy or suppert whatsoever of the Communist Part).', \"{O‘lﬂd be the
most effective blow that could be delivered against the totalitarians on both
sides. It would he ten times as effective as the hypoeritical bleets of the
Stalinists. It would cut the ground from under those who look upon the
CP as the only outspoken defender of its harassed member_ship. It _would
distinguish the CLO’s struggle against the Stalinists as having nothing in
common _with those who. would crush democracy in order to erush the CP.

" The too-subtle and too-convenient argument about the Trotskyists and
the CP support. of their prosecution under the Smith Act has already
boomeranged. The CPers answered the CLO spokesman: “Why, then, should
you make the same mistake the CP made? Why do_n’t you support the
twelve?”’ Truth belches here from the bowels of iniquity.

There is a small genuinely reactioriary, core in the "right".caucus which says:
“You have to fight fire with fire—you hagve to.use totalitarian methods against
the totalitarians.” There is a good chance-that. the totalitarian hose will be
furned on those who are now looking the other way. _ _

" It has been demonstrated by the CIO majority to. the point of boredom
that the Stalinists follow the Moscow party line. But where is the answer
to the Stalinist. charge that the majority follows the Washington-Wall
Street party line?

Nexi=A Labor Paity!
| by Jack Ranger
A Hard-Hitting, Meaty, Simple. Presentation of the
Need:for an Independent Laber- ?&'W
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A-Pact, G

By SAM FELIKS

It might be thought that a social-
ist organization would have a rela-
tively easy time in rejecting a mili-
tary pact which, it admits, “intensi-
fied” the cold war, a pact which for-
malizes the race to war between'the
two imperialist eamps. But Norman
Thomas’ Socialist Party is having
quite a time of it .deciding which
way to go—support or rejection of
the North Atlantic Pact.

The Resolution on the North Atlan-
tic Pact by the National Executive
Committee of the. SP, appearing in
the May 27 issue of the Socailist Call,
attempts to skirt even the elementary
responsibility of taking a position,
any -position,

The resolution indieates that there
is a “new situation” in which there
are “important dangers” such as in-
crease military appropriations, mili-
tarization of ' our’ relations - with
Western BEurope, and military aid to
“prolong imperialist control over the
lives of colonial peoples.” But then
the resolution adds: “None of these
dangers is created by the Atlantic
Pact. Each was already inherent in
the situation which led. to the pact.
Yet all are intensified by the formal-
ization of the pact.” )

It is through this device of stating
that the pact créates “none of these
dangers” which threaten the world
with a new imperialist war, but that
they are merely “intensified” by the
“formalization of the paect,” that the
SP avoids. a definite position. One is
almost left with the impression that
the SP feels that just because the
pact is merely a “formalization” of
what was “already inherent in the

situation,”. there is no need to con-
demn the “inherent” situation as
well as the “formalization.”

WASHINGTON'S LEFT WING

‘This resolution is the attempt  of
the SP to find a middle ground bhe-
tween support of the American im-
perialist eamps and a socialist re-
jection of the imperialist war camps,
the reason for the straddle being
fairly openly the. existence of con-
flicting views in the organization. It
attempts to offer eriticism, or rather
advice to the State. Department, but
in the end remains a supporter of
the pact. It urges the State Depart-
ment: keep out.Franco; do not re-
duce the Marshall Plan; and “‘initi-
ate in the UN, a serious and per-
sistent effort to achieve a universal
disarmament program”—all to indi-
cate that there are reservations in
its support of the: pact. 7

And what the SP will do if these
words of advice are not heeded? It
will give effective:  support to the
pact, of course.: France, colonial im-
perialism,” or -the militarization lof
Western Europe cannot-stand in the
way of approval by the SP. For, affer
all;: "the people of the world want
neither ‘communism- nor  war,” and
who else but-the Atlantic' Pact na.
tions ‘are capableof avoiding both?
So the Norman Thomasites have ‘to
“minimize +the dangers associated

‘with the AHantic Pacf'—and-so forth.

What other road is there to fol-
low once it is decided that American
democracy is the force to stop the
“expansion of totalitarianism’?
American chauvinism has seeped so
deeply into the pores of the SP that

ives It Shamefaced

it is scarcely capable even of think-
ing like a socialist organization. It
sees the dangers involved—to the
SP the big danger is that “it may
mean the indefinite postponement of
the program of universal disarma-
ment”—but it is not longer able to
reject the consequences. So firmly
has it tied itself to the tail of Amer-
ican foreign policy that it is virtu-
ally indistinguishable from the more
liberal elements in the State Depart-
ment.

The SP remains the loyal left
wing of this imperialist policy.

ADOPTS BASIC APPROACH
OF LIBERALISM

“It may mean the indefinite post-
ponement of the program of univer-
sal disarmament,” says the resolu-
tion. One might almost be. led to be-
lieve that these left libérals thought
they were convincing the imperial-
ists to disarm and that now all the
work done has been wasted. But.no:
the resolution only says, “may mean
the. indefinite postponement. . . .”
Take heart: there is still the hope
that the UN will provide “adequate
international . controls,” In fact,
though there may be disagreement
as to how to word virtual support of
the pact, the SP leadership is at
least able to agree that this is “the
only realistic alternative to the in-
tensification of the arms race.”

And so they move from bad to
worse. The resolution starts with the
statement "The Socialist [that is, the
SP] view of the current problems of
foreign policy stems from two basic
objectives. One is to maintain peace.
The other is to stop the expansion of

The: accompanying article is con-
densed from:a falk broadcast by news
commentator Gordon Haskell  over
FM station KPFA-interim (Berkeley,
Caglifornia) on June 2. Mr. Haskell's
commentary - may be heard every
Thursday night at 7:45 over this sta-
tion, | &

The present session of the Califor-
nia State Legislature has before it
a whole sheaf of bills which, if
passed, will gravely affect freedom
of speech, press assembly, education
and association in this state. These
bills have heen introduced by State
Senator Jack Tenney.of Los Ange-
les, who for some years has been
chairman of the state Un-American
Committee, -

. Most of .the "Tenney Bills" require
the signing of a so-called “loyalty
affidavit.”” The people required to sign
them would be all teachers; employ-
ees.of state, county and local gov-
ernment; . all .candidates . for public
office; employees- of .any. employer
who has a contract from the federal,
state or local governments; all attor-
neys and candidates for an attorney’s
license. In addition, such loyalty affi-
davits could: be required by all unions
from their members.

Any person in the above cate-
gories who refuses to sign such an
affidavit would be denied employ-
ment or could be fired: if already em-
ployed. Any person falsely signing
such an affidavit could be prosecuted
for perjury or for fraud in accepting
his or her salary, and could there-
fore be fined and imprisoned.’
DEFINITIONS A LA TENNEY

* The bills as they are actually
shaping up for passage require .an
affidavit stating that the person does
not belong. to. any. organization listed
by - the. attorney ..general .of. the
United -States or. by a congressional
committee as “subwersive.” People
will .also have: to check off. all organi-
zations on : the attorney  general’s
subversive list to which they have
ever belonged or which they. have
supported directly orindirectly.

.In this effort to remove. any. so-

called Communist or ‘“subversive”
from any  job remotely. connected

-with. the government or government

spending, Mr. Tenney has: left noth-

ing to'\chance. In, Senate Bill 129.the
terms “Communism” and “Commu-
nist” are, defined for all legal pnr-

poses, 3s, follows; i

~."Cammunism, is a_ pelitisal theory

that. the .presently existing-. form of
government. of the Unjted States or
of this State should be changed, by
force, violence or other.unconshifu-
tional means, to. a topalitarian, dicta-
torship. (a) which. is. hased. on. the
principles. of. cammunism :as expound-

ed by Marx, Lenin.and:Stalin; or (b)

in which the.government holds title

to. all. or substantially, all. raw, mate-
rials and. production and distribution
facilities,

“A Communist is a person (a)
who . practices communism or who
advocates communism by word of
mouth or  writing; - or (b) . who
prints, publishes, edits, issues. or
knowingly circulates, sells, ‘distrib-
utes .or publicly displays any book,
paper or document or: -written: or
printed matter in-any form eontain-
ing or advocating or advising com-
munism; or (¢) who organizes, as-

Cal. “Anti-Subversive’ Tenney Bills
Would Subvert Democratic Rights

sists in organizing or.knowingly be-
comes or remains a member of a
group of persons advocating or prac-
ticing communism; or (d) who know-
ingly and voluntarily assembles with
a group of persons at which meet-
ing communism is advocated.”

WIRE THE WASHROOMS

That was quite a,mouthful. But
there’s more to come. One:bill pro-
vides that any person attending a
meeting to which the press and the
public aren’t invited at which “Com-
munism’’ as defined above is taught
must see to it that his right name is
placed on a public register. If he
doesn’t, he’s a eriminal.

In another bill, apy building or
place which is used for a meeting of
two or more persons af which any-
thing "‘subversive" is advocated as
per Mr. Tenney's definition is de-
clared a public or private nuisance
angl. shqll be "enjoined, abated and
prevented" in about the same manner
as a bawdy house or a.gambling den.
That includes any meeting hall,- your
home, {which used to be your’castle],
or. the washroom at your plant.

We mention this last especially
for Mr. Tenney’s benefit. Experience
indicates that dictaphones planted at
appropriate places .in factory and
office washrooms will-quickly prove
them to be veritable hotbeds-of meet-
ings .of two or more persons advo-
cating- all .kinds of subversion
against foremen and employers, par-
ticularly -with regard : to “their
rights. under the Constitution of the
United States” to administer their
property and employees as they:see
fit. Of course, these places would
also be provided with public regis-
ters so.that -all workers attending
such meetings cart put down their
right names for the benefit of their
boss. - :

" Finally, an act. already passed by
the ‘Senate forbids- teachers- to ‘in-
doctrinate any pupil with, or incul-
gate any. preference in the mind of
any:pupil:-for’? Communism, fascism
or -Nazism. Teachers may teach. the
facts about these political or social
theories, but only in such a way that
no, one could possibly bhe swayed to
prefer them. ’

DOES IT "DEFEND DEMOCRACY"?
.-Now what, is the purpose of pro-
posing all these bills for.passage,
regardless of their detailed provi-
sions? And what would be the effect
on.our ciyil liberites if any or all of
them actually become law?

It. may very well be that you are
violently opposed to the Communist
Party in this country and to Stalin’s
slave state which it represents. It
may - be, further, that somewhere
you've picked up Mr. Tenney’'s no-
tion, that all people who advocate the
ideas.of Marx and Lenin are for a
violent imposition of a totalitarian
dictatorship over ‘the people of
America.

Does it follow from this that the
best way to defend democracy in
America is to make it impossible for-
any person, who might hold such
-views. to. make a living? Does it fol-
low from this that the defepse of
democracy. in America in the 20th
century requires the denial to people
who hold such views of the right to
meet to. discuss. them; or: to. publish,
papers and bogks: advocating, them?,

Is it really possible that democracy

in America today is so weakly and
shakily - enshrined in the hearts and
minds of its people that the only way
they can be prevented from rushing
in a body ‘to the arms of organiza-
tions- which presumably advocate a
violent overthrow of the government

‘and the establishment of a totali-

tarian dictatorship is to starf on the
road to putting all such people in
jail? .

Just consider: Tenney says that
followers of Marx and Lenin advo-
cate such a dictatorship. I say that’s
not true. But how do YOU know?
1lave you ever read anything actual-
ly written by them? And by that I
mean not some sentence or para-
graph torn out of context and quoted
to prove a point in a Hearst edi-
torial, but & book or pamphlet actu-
ally written by Marx or Lenin.
WHAT ARE THEY AFRAID OF?

If not, can you really say you
know what they and their followers
stand for? If these bills are passed
and rigorously enforeed, it will mean
that from now on no one in Califor-
nia will be able to become acquainted
with the idea of these two great his-
torical figures without thereby per-
forming or abetting a criminal act.

It would certainly seem that if our
present form of government and
economy. can really serve the inter-
ests of the people, there will never
be more than a handful of fanatics
who desire to forcibly overthrow
it. In that case, they might as
well be left’ alone to preach their
lives to an unresponsive, public,

. ‘But .if- that makes. .sense, then it
would, seem to. follow that-Mr. Tenney
and ' the, Chamber of Gommerce and
the Associgtion of | Manufacturers
who are pressing. for the.adoption of
these bills don't really believe that
our form of government.and. the eco-
nomic sysfem which it upholds CAN,
in the tong run, satisfy the needs of
the people. :

They must be afraid that sooner

or later a great mass of the citizenry
will become so dissatisfied that they
will begin to lend ear to the “sub-
versives,” join their organizations
and carry out their policies. In fact,
they must-be so _afraid of this that
they feel the only way to prevent it
is to make it impossible for the peo-
ple to find out what the subversives
advocate, by preventing them from
holding meetings, putting out liter-
ature, or, holding jobs. ..

+But.if we accept this. reasoning to

the .end, wouldn't it follow that:if,
despite the efforts of Mr. Tepney.and

his ‘backers-. ta suppress. them, a

majority of the people, should never-

theless. find. out what. the subversives
advocate and agree with, it  that
majority should then be prevented by
law from exercising its will? ;
The Tenney bills are up.for pas-

sage in the State Legislature now.
Whether or not these bills, or any: of
them, will actually pass both houses
and hecome law it’s haxd to say. The
amendments which have been offered
to make them a little less harsh may
suceeed in getting support for them
from some people who couldn’t swal-
low. them othexrwise. But if the very
principle on which a measuyre is
baged -is political bigotry, persecu-
tion and suppression, how can any
amendments improve it?

)P Tries to D‘bdge on

- &

upport

‘totalitarianism. We are interested in

each of these objects for its own
sake. . . . These twin objectives con-
stitute our approach to the problems
raised by the North Atlantic Pact.”

These sentences are the heart of
the matter. The resolution is here
stating its basic approach to ihe
problem of war today. And in so
many words, any attempt at a social-
ist approach is explicitly abandoned.

NOTHING TO SAY

What ought to distinguish a so-
cialist (any kind of socialist!) from
muddleheaded liberals, kind-hearted
bourgeois, men of good will .and as-
sorted peace-lovers is precisely the
fact that the socialist’s view does
NOT “stem from” the desire for
peace and opposition to totalitarian-
ism ALONE. The socialist view (it
used to be the SP's formal view
also) is that the fight for peace can-
not be separated from the fight for
socialism. Everybody and his grand-
mother. in the U. 8. is for peace and
against fotalitarianism—they say.

A socialist movement can have a
reason: for existence only if its views
offer something more than the well-
intentioned. liberal platitudes of, say,
the ADA. And- this is indeed why- the
Norman. Thomas SP is visibly rotting.
It has nothing to say—nothing, that
is, that is not said more loudly .and
more. effectively by others.. Under
such circumstances it is impossible 1o
explain why anyone should: want to
Join the SP or remain in it—since, un-
likely its social-democratic sister par-
ties in Eurape, its almost. total lack of
any distinctive program or ideas is
matched by an almost total lack of
any mass influence.

It is but a short step from the
“two basic objectives” which drop
the socialist view through a trap-
door, to more complete adaptation to
the “realistic” alternative of fully
supporting American imperialism
(albeit with Norman Thomas’ usual
“misgivings”). The SP has little
ground left for opposition to capi-
talist “collective security” and pop-
ular “frontism.”

For Independent Socialists, the
Atlantic. Pact is the kingpin in the
Washington war camp's formaliza-
tion of the armaments race and drift
toward a third world war; one of
the means of trying to place the
U. S. in the war from the first shot;
one of the steps toward the militari-
zation of the signatory nations and

lowered standards of living for. the

working class.

For Independent Socialists, whose
cpposition to the Russian totalitarian
dictatorship and Stalinism has been
far more consistent than most of the
present-day patrioteers, the road to
peace ligs through the fight of the
working, people -against-the war poli-
cies of both Moscow and -Washington,
together with their respective satel-
lites—the building of a socialist third

camp. ’

Sen. Taft: Please Note!

In the  great state of Illinois' a
few weeks ago, some ingenious
strikers started using 'dogs, horses
and goats on their picket lines.

Thereupon the state legislature
was asked to pass a law 'requiring
all pickets to sign a statement say-
ing that they were picketing of their
own, free will. s o) ;

- Somebody must have slipped a cog:
there was no mention of anti-Com-
munist affidavits, o bar Russian wolf-
hounds. N

Justice Triumphs

We hear the good news that the
French Appeals Court recently re-
versed the convietion of Charles
Baudelaire for impairing public
morals - by the. publication of his
Fleurs du Mal in 1857, 3

Who said that capitalist courts
can't deliver justice?

SPARKS
in the
NEWS

Confession bR

From a report published by the
American Military Government in

Germany: ;

“Government should be ecareful
not to expose its impotence. To pre-
vent strikes by law is very: difficult.
This ‘has been the experiénee of ‘all
industrialized and democratic coun-

tries, The only solution is to deal .

with the causes which underlie the
strike.” : :

The report, made for the AMG by
an ‘AFL man, further points out that
“despite threats of dismissal,” even
civil-service employees in' Germany
staged a one-day strike against high
prices. And it comments: “No -dis-
ciplinary action actually followed,
and the work stoppage demonstrated
the truth of- the maxim that ‘gov-
ernment should be eareful not to ex-
pose its impotence.’

‘By the same token, it would be a
godd thing for workers o find. out the
tith that the powers-that-be “ARE
impotent when the men fight together
in solidarity for their own inferests
and their own rights.

Numismatic Note -

In addition to all of his other
cconomic difficulties, in Spain, Diec-
tator Franco is having trouble with
his coins.

Certain of them, bearing a profile
of_ The Leader, have been circulating
with 'a Stalin mustache expertly en-
graved over the Franco phiz. It
seems that critics of the dictator-
ship in Barcelona took them to illieit
engravers. p

The government is trying 4o retl
them from circulation as—shall we
say—a face-saving device.

Lowdown
The “Weekly People” for June 25
reproduced an interesting ad for
war bonds which the U. 8. Tréasury
Department ran in the April 1943
issue of “Institutions,” a manufac-
turers’ trade magazine. It read:
“This is more than a war of me-
chanical monsters clashing in the
night, more than a war of produec-
tion. .
“It is a war for markets—YOUR
markets! The Axis wants your busi-
ness—wants to destroy it once and
for-all. With so much at stake, there
is no doubt you will want to-do -
everything you ecan to meet this
Axis threat. .. .™ .
The revenuers didn't run this ad
very widely—seems its appeal was
limited. . . .

Funeral Eulogy 1
The Des Moines Tribune can rec-
ognize a convert when it sees—or
smells—one. In an editorial about
the testimony given by Norman
Thomas on the A-Pact, it says:

“Socialist Norman Thomas could
hardly be called a ‘warmonger’ . i .
In fact, he is more properly classi-
fled as a pacifist . . . Yet Norman
Thomas has given the proposed At-
lantic Pact his qualified endorse-
ment . . . Most Americans would ac-
cept these qualifications.”

Then comes the knifé: “MR.
THOMAS HAS NOT LET HIS BE-
LIEFS IN SOCIALISM AND PA-
CIFISM BLIND HIM TO THE BA-
SIC ISSUE IN THIS CASE .. .”

You said it, Mr. Editor: this “so-
cialist” = you're plugging certainly
isn’t letting his beliefs in socialism
blind him 1o - anything—he’s got
them .firmly under control. In his
back.pocket, closely buttoned.

-And now here's the really funny
part. This:will slay you: e

The Socialis¥ Call' (June 10), organ
of the Socialist Party, reprints the
dbove editorial (in even gerier de-
tail)iin boldface type. They're PROUD
of. the ‘fact ‘that the capitalist press
is*backeslapping their:-leader for 'suc-
cessfully acting as if he were NOT a
socialist! &

Such a merger has been in the

held in December,

: - B 4 PR . i : 0
SP Pushes for Merger with SDF

In connection with the accompanying :story on the growing friend-
liness of the Socialist. Party toward the, American imperialist policies,
it is interesting to report that a few weeks ago, the SP’s Socialist Call

officially reportfed a strong possibility of unity between the ‘Norman
Thomasites and the Soeial-Democratic Federation.

convention of the SDF took a long step toward it. The SDF is the
organization of the extreme right-wingers who split from the SP in
1934 because of left tendencies in the latter group; at that time the
SDFers weve known as the “Old Guard” (i. e., fossilized) socialists.
Today the policies of the SDF are virtually indistinguishable in any
way from other general liberals, and even
reserved for ceremonial occasions.’

The SDF National Convention, held May 21-22, instructed its Na-
tional Executive "to confer with the Socialist Party on the feasibility of
; as’ possible." A ‘minority ‘resolufion
went further, with the ‘instruction to "'proposé -to the SP-that simulfa-
neous-conventions be held:. . . in the fall for the purpose of unifing the
two organizations.”: This - was indeed carried by a narrow margin on a
hand vote and defeated by only 29-22 on a rollcall,

As a result, the SDF.leadership has announced, following the con-
vention, that a membership referendum on immediate unity will be

calling -a joint. convention -as seon

'SP representatives at the convention declared that “as far.as-the.
SP is concerned, we believe that unity is feasible now. Any policy dif-
ferences . . . are well within a socialist framework and can easily be
thrashed out in. a joint-convention.? . : % gt

The two. most importan questions up to,now hindering SP-SDF. unity
have been_election policy. {suppert of the Demqcrats or.not) and: foraign
policy (support to American.imperialism). The. SP.is now. indicating that
it is willing to go over fo the SDF crowd on both of these paints.

air for some while, but the recent

its socialist phrases are

Sy
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Analyzmg the Forces at Work Seeking to - Undermine Militancy of America's Greatest Union—

~ UAW Proud Democratic Tradition Under Attack

ly ABE MILLER

“The democratic traditions and
practices of the Auto Workers Un-
ion (CIO) can easily be numbered
among the proudest and most cher-
ished achievements of the: American
lahor- movement since the days of the
almost legendary IWW. The UAW
surely carries on many of the tra-
ditions of the IWW and in its own
way personifies the true spirit of
the early CIO.

In the darkest days of the last
war when practically all other un-
ions rushed, uncritically and bureau-
eratically, to fall in line with the
no-strike pledge and other anti-
union pledges, the UAW was the
only union to call an immediate
emergency conference to vote on the
question. Each wartime UAW con-
vention saw sharp disagreements on
this. .and related questions. When
union officials substituted flag-wav-
ing arguments for critical reasoning,
the delegates of Briggs Local 212 at
the 1944 convention silently waved
small American flags in satirical
reply.

TOWN-HALL CONVENTIONS .

The conventions of the UAW in
their way demonstrate the differ-
ence in content and form between
the auto workers and, say, the un-
ions of the steel or textile workers.

Conventions of the latter are gen-
erally marked by a dullness and uni-
formity that remind one somewhat
uncomfortably of Stalinist-controlled
conventions. There is the apotheosis
of the leader and/or his chief assist-
ants. Over the convention hangs the
hush that is generally to be observed
in . schoolroom assemblies while the
principal pontificates. The delegates
sit at respectful attention, applaud-
ing at the right places and, of
course, ‘seconding the right motions.
Disagreements and expressions of
important points of view from the
floor are, so to speak, coincidental
and unintentional. The operations of
the convention are controlled as if
by a master stage director.

‘The UAW conventions, by contrast,
are the genuine town halls that so
many of our gentry like to hark back
to in their nostalgic moods. A mood
of genuine’ equullhr]unlism pervades
its sessions, Everyone is game for the

delegates, from the august Phil Mur- -

ray to hizzoner Joe Blow, Each one is
likely to receive his share of catcalls
or boos should they have the misfor-

tune ' #o underestimate the ‘“critical -

fuculiles of the delegates, The chair-

man of the convention does not order
the delegates around—he pleads with
them.

Leaflets and newspapers repre-
senting different points of view or
the resolutions of various locals are
distributed until the tables are lit-
erally covered with them. Parlia-
mentary rulings by the chairman
are quite often challenged and beat-
en. The seriousness and intensity of
the delegates in pleading their
points of view are reminiscent of the
argumentativeness and political dif-
ferences at conventions of political
parties of labor.

ROLE OF SHOP STEWARDS

For many of us, the contrast be-
tween the UAW and the rest of the
labor movement is marked in other
ways. The auto union is a shop stew-
ards’ union, not the kind of business
.agents’ unidn so well represented by
the International Ladies Garment
Workers (ILG), the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers or the Textile
Workers Union.

Elections for shop stewards in most
UAW locals are generally contested.
The steward plays an important role
in the conduct of UAW affairs. Local
officers and even International officers
solicit his support. In business-agent
unions, stewards are not only difficult
to obtfain because of the union at-
mosphere but in many cases they are
discouraged so that the business
agent may not have "irresponsible”
competitors in the shop.

UAW locals publish monthly, even
weekly, newspapers—genuine prod-
ucts of shop workers, encouraged by
the national center., How many local
unions in textile, steel or in the ILG
are encouraged to publish their own
papers?

UAW leaders and stewards have
not been trained to avoid the use of
their economic weapons—strikes,
walkouts, slowdowns, ete. Industrial
“statesmanship” a la Hillman or Du-
binsky is -not a prerequisite for
leadership in the UAW. Deals be-
tween management and union lead-
ers prevalent in many sections of
the labor movement are infrequent
in auto. Speedup, useful for the lead-
ers of the textile union or the Amal-
gamated or for the Stalinists during
the war as a substitute for obtaining
raises, was decisively debated and
defeated at a UAW convention.

LEADERS RESPONSIVE

- Leaders in the UAW come . up
from the ranks. They are democrat-

ically elected by delegates Compare
the methods used in many other un-
ions: Outsiders are hired as organ-
ized. National elections are often
perfunctory matters. Joint-board
managers are appointed. Regional
directors are removed or put in by
International boards. The top offi-
cialdom controls the policies of busi-
ness agents and pays the joint-board
managers (who correspond to the
UAW local presidents) in whole or
in part.

Leaders in the regions and in the
International of the UAW change
quite often. Regional directors sel-
dom last more than three terms. Lo-
cal presidents, particularly in the
larger locals, move in and ouf of
office. They yield to pressure from
the rank and file stewards and sec-
ondary leaders. Many International
representatives play a semi-inde-
pendent role in their own regions.
In many other large CIO unions, in
contrast, servility to authority, se-
niority ‘and rank, and immobility
of leadership are characteristic of
office holdeys.

The UAW rank and file feel that the
union is run by people of their own
choosing. Men with whom they have
worked at the bench occupy high po-
sitions in the International. The lead-
ers are still young. Unquestioning
obedience to contractual procedure,
a fetish in the steel union or the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, is
rare: in key centers like Detroit or
Flint.

®

But various pressures are batter-
ing unceasingly to open the union
gates to “good,” “respectable,” “re-
sponsible” trade-unionism.

Through the agencies of their
journalists, politicians, and even
“friends” in the labor movement, the
corporations try to induce the UAW
to give up its “foolish adolescence”
and to don “long pants,” presumably
the striped variety.

SAPPERS AT WORK

Leaders of other Internationals,
embarrassed by UAW practices as
contrasted with their own, try to
persuade it to “grow up,” to prac-
tice industrial “statesmanship.” Ar-
ticles about the impartial-chairman
policy of the ILG are plugged; the
textile union’s policy of refusing to
ask for wage increases is widely
publicized; the N. Y. Times praises

Murray’s policies—all of this with

an eye to molding rebellious unions,

'oruo LABOR NOTES

By JOE CLARK

COLUMBUS, O., June 22—All hopes
for an FEPC from this session of the
Ohio legislature were killed deader
than the proverbial doornail here to-
day. The proposal has been kicked
around like a football by the poli-
ticians since last February.

The action today was stormy and
took place in the Senate. The House
had previously passed a fairly strong
bill, one that had some chance of be-
ing effective, but it was well known
that the Senate was of quite a dif-
fetent . mind, A Senate-House com-
mittee today offered the Senate a
compromise bill and it was this that
provoked the fireworks.

Newspapers report that this was
the stormiest session of the Ohio leg-
islature in many years. It lasted six
hours and the language used by some
of the: senators was hardly fit to print
in a family paper.

The proposed bill was attacked by
representatives of the Ohio Chamber
of Commerce, by lobbyists for a num-
ber of large manufacturers, and last
but not lelist, by Senators Boyd and
Sawicki of Cleveland, which happens
to be a large industrial city and the
largest city in Ohio. Thus it is not
difficult to see- who is opposed to
FEPC.

.Some months ago the Cleveland -

City Council had before it an ordi-
nance for setting up an FEPC in the
city. 'Representatives of some of the
large émployers argued that the job
¢diild be done just as well by a volun-
tary committee, that educational worlk
Was needed ‘most and that this could
not-to be-done by force or by passage
of ‘an ordinance but must be “volun-
tary.” As a result of this kind of talk
the ordinance was defeated and a
voluntary" committee set up. The
r_es_ults are not very promising.

STRIKERS$ LOSING GROUND

In the leng and bitterly fought
stnke at the Warner & Swasey Com-
pany in. Cleveland, the company ap-
pears to be getting the upper hand.

Some ‘of the strikers are returning
to work (with lots of police protec-
tion) and it also appears that some
outsiders are being hired and are go-
ing threugh the picket line. Estimates
of the number: going to work vary
with the reporter but it appears that
about 200 production workers are go-

Ohio Legislature Kills FEPC Bill;
‘W&S Strike Weakened by Scabbing

ing through the picket line. This is
far from the normal working force of
1800 but it is enough to give the union

" a big headache.

This is reflected in the union’s
changed attitude toward the company.
The union is now pressing for “arbi-
tration” put the company is cold and
distant and shows no desire to meet
at all; through its representative it
says it “does not wish to go on any
more exploring trips and there is no
use in meeting unless the union -has
something concrete to offer.” That's
just the point; the union has nothing
new to offer except a compromise of
some sort and the company knows it
They are in no hurry.

The strikers are facing a very diffi-
cult situation. Some time ago the com-
pany obtained a court order limiting
the number of pickets at each gate.
This had been done some time ago at
the plant of the Wellman Company,
struck by the MESA (Mechanics Edu-
cation Society). The result was the
breaking of the strike by AFL scabs.

Not so long ago we witnessed the
Fawick-Airflex strike which was so
magnificently messed up by the
United Electrical Workers (CIO) and
resulted in 440 days jail sentences and
$22,000 fines for the strikers. In that
case the well known CP membership
of the strike leaders was exploited
to the utmost by the forces of “law
and order” and the judge got away:
with it because no other organiza-
{ions came to the support of the UE.
The strike was ended by judicial de-
cree and a short time later a new
contract was signed by the company
with an AFL union.

Of course the International Associa-
fion of Machinists, under whose aus-
pices the W&S strike was called, is
by no stretch of the imagination a
CP-dominated organization. But the
local pattern was set in the Fawick-
Airflex struggle, and the Warner &
Swasey Company was quite happy to
take advantage of it. Any militant’
action of the pickets would doubtless’
be met by police repression of a none-
too-gentle sort. :

A feeble attempt yesterday to pick-"
et the home of one of the strikers who
had returned to work was soon bro-
ken up by police. The union is in a
tight spot.

Certainly the strike is an expensive
business for the company. It will be
a long and difficult process for them

¢

to get the plant running with scab
labor. But business in general is slow.
They probably figure that this is a
good time to break the hold of the
union. The strikers are weakened by
six months of unemployment. Any-
way, the next week or two ought to
decide the issue.

TRUCKERS GET RAISE

Just in time to prevent a strike,
3500 Cleveland truck drivers were
given a raise of 10 cents per hour and
six paid holidays per year. They are
members of Local 407, Teamsters
Union. Although the Cleveland Dray-
men Employers Association had loud-
ly insisted they would never yield
to the drivers' demands, they finally
did so. The reason: the men were
solidly organized and it appeared that
a strike would be very costly to the
employers. -

WAR BETWEEN RIVAL PAINTERS

Several newly painted houses in
Cleveland have been hit by stench
bombs and “smear” paint during the
past week. So far the police have
made no arrests. This has brought
bitter complaint from F. A. Luchino,
business agent for District 50, United
Construction Workers. His union is
an affiliate of the United Mine Work-
ers and the buildings which were hit
were being painted by UCW painters.
Luchino charges that the bombings

.are the work of AFL painters who are

trying to kill the rival union.
UNEMPLOYMENT, RELIEF NEEDS

Ohio, like most of the industrial
states, is experiencing a rapid growth

-in the number of unemployed and

consequently. the problems of relief
are increasing. Governor Lausche has
already warned the whole state that
“Ohio’s poor relief load is increasing
by leaps and bounds. With relief and
unemployment growing larger daily
we soon may find this to be our most
pressing problem. County officials are
glready speaking - in the language
they ‘used in 1935. They are asking
for the authority to issue bonds for
poor relief. It is most conservative to
say that the state’s cost for relief will
increase 33 per cent during the next
year.”

Cuyahoga County, ih which Cleve-
land is situated, has cut 10 per cent
from the allowance of most of its re-
lief families. Others have been put to
work on city projects. Signs of de-
pression are beginning to reappear,

espemlly the UAW., in the image
of the “cooperatwe and agreeabls.
unions,.

Wh:lle_fundamen_lcl!y these forces
have not as yet altered the course of
the auto workers, they have made
their impression, as we shall see be-
low.

The practices of the Communist
Party have weakened.the democratic
traditions-of the UAW. UAW acti-
vists, although uninfluenced by Stal-
inist political policies, have not hes-
itated to use some of the methods
initiated by them in political strug-
gle in the union. The Stalinists have
left a legacy.of hateful methods that
sections of the UAW administration
use on occasion to throttle honest
opponents. But, of course, not all
buréaucratism is left-over Stalinism.

In several regions, conservative
Reutherites have been in power long
enough to build up personal ma-
chines.

In Toledo, where one umulgumuhd
local dominates the life of the UAW,
it is practically impessible to change
the leadership because of the very
structure of this amalgamated local.
Here the Gosser group is based on
bureaucratic practices well mixed
with a minimum amount of militancy
and smart public relations. The ele-
vation of Dick Gosser to the vice-
presidency has served to give his poli-
cies an additional aura of success
and the broader arena of the Inter-
national. )

In the South, Starling, the re-
gional director, has served on the
hoard for years. He is a standpatter
for conservatism and is closer to
steel-union policies than to those of
the UAW. His base is the Southern
aircraft and auto worker who has
yet to develop a tradition of trade-
union democratic practices. The lo-
cals in this region are weak and in
some cases leaderless.

ON THE RIGHT WING
On the West Coast, support of

« O’Halloran by Vice-President Liv-

ingston and representatives of Wal-
ter Reuther -has alienated some of
Reuther’s ‘most devoted followers.
O’Halloran’s ‘political company has
been determined by a desire to be on
the winning side. This desire, accom-
panied by forays against militant
Reuther men; has not exactly per-
fumed the democratic' air of the
West Coast UAW.

Charles ‘Kebrrigan, long-time di-
rector of Réfion 9A -on the East
Coast and alséh'a new convert to the
Reuther camy, is basically conserva-
tive. During the war he fought ev-
cry local in ’his region which was
following progressive policies, such
as the militant Local 365 led by Tom

~ Delorenzo. Today the region has nei-

ther a progrdim nor a policy. Kerri-
gan, former president of the Brew-
ster Aireraft’docal, follows- a rule-
of-thumb method, "and this method
has been steadily leading him away

from the proud pohcws of his for-
mer loecal.”

Another latecomer to the Reuther
group is Norman Matthews, one of
the directors of the Eust Side Detroit
region. By skillful political navigation,
hé has remained in office long enough
to build a machine which specializes
in maintaining "correct" relationships
with the importdnt corporations.
Company security clauses negotiated
by Matthews have created a storm
that may yet blow him out of his seat.

REUTHER'S DRIFT

The Reuther group is not a mono-
lithiec whole, far from it. In its
makeup there are conflicting tenden-
cies which are united in the past by
the desire to defeat the reactionary
Stalinists ‘and their allies. At this
time, the predominant stratum is the
conservative wing: the porkchop-
pers, the office holders, the oppor-
tunists.

Each section of this stratum has
its own reasons for whittling down

democratic methods. One group de--

sires to build a benevolent dictator-
ship a la Dubinsky .(in the interests

of the workers, naturally!) Others, -
porkchoppers, hired men and large °

local union officials, simply want se-
curity, and eventually, we presume,
pensions. Stability of the union is a
necessary condition for winning
these objectives. The short cut to
this goal is bureaucratic control.

Others fear the return of the
Stalinists to power to such an extent
that they give the conservative ele-
ments of the Reuther administration
a blank check. Many sincere mili-
tants are confused by current po-
litical and economic events. Having
no clear social outlook they see in
Reuther certain messianic qualities
that somehow may enable the tinion
to avoid the shoals of another de-
pression.

Walter Reuther may not personify
these forces but he allows himself fo
be used by them. In his better mo--
ments, he talks and occasionally even
acts like a socialist. But he finds it
more: expedient to go along with the
backward ledders of his group. He
does not discourage the Reuther cult
among the paid functionaries of the
union. He tends to repeat Wallacian
phrases unendingly, like a needle
caught in the greove of a recerd.
But the gap between his past speech-
es and his present performance is
growing wider.

While forces are moving toward
calcifying the union, Emil Mazey is
playing a role that is surprising
many of his former associates, espe-
cially the Briggs workers. Mazey,
once known as a dynamic fearless
fighter for his minority point of
view, is now acting like a mere office
administrator.

{To be continued next week)

Labor Control of Production Standards Is Needed to Fight S.'I'peedup

By ROBERT WEST

Perhaps one of the most vital is-
sues facing the coming convention

of the UAW-CIO at Milwaukee will’

be the question of gpeedup.

It is no accident that most con-
tracts existing in auto today contain
a uniform clause protecting the right
of "free enterprise” to exploit labor
by increasing production standards
{speeding up) unhampered by union
interference. -Labor leaders have
agreed to the inclusion of this clause
in contracts, in large measure, be-
cause they agree with the bosses that
the "rights of free lnferprl:e ‘have
to be respected.

For example, the present contract
between General Motors and ' the
UAW says in Paragraph 78:

“Production standards shall be es-
tablished on the basis of fairness
and equity consistent with the qual-
ity of workmanship, efficiency of op-
erations, and reasonable working
capacities of normal opérators,. THE
LOCAL MANAGEMENT OF
EACH-PLANT HAS FULL AU-
THORITY TO SETTLE SUCH
MATTERS.”

In the past, whenever the matter
of speedup has become a burning is-
sue among the rank and file of any
plant in the corporation and when
sufficient pressure was applied to
the International Executive Board
for strike action, in most cases such
action has been authorized and
strikes have taken place. With what
settlement? In cases where the rank

and file is extremely militant, pro-
duction standards are frozen at the
rate which existed before the strike
took place.

However, even before the ink is
dry on the settlement papers, the
efficiency experts are back on the job
checking and changing standards.
The workers involved, seeing that

nothing has been won by their fight,:

suppress their anger and gather
their strength for the next test—a

test. which often’ ends in the same -

manner as the previous one.

BUGAS BRAYS

The National Association of M:m-
ufacturers, forced by the growing
discontent and rising militancy of
the American worker aganist speed-
up, is attempting through full-page
advertisements in various newspa-
pers throughout the country to jus-
tify the speedup on the basis that
there is no excessive fatigue in-
volved and that the take-home pay
is greater.

John Bugas, Ford vice-president,

just previous to the recent Ford

strike against speedup, issued the
following statement to his supervis-
ors and the general press:

“Experience elsewhere with stand-
ards based on the same normal pace
as our 100 per cent shows that quali-
fied men with incentive pay and with-
out limiting conditions, can work at
125 per cent or more YEAR AFTER
YEAR WITHOUT ENDANGERING
THEIR HEALTH."

Recently, the management of the

Singer Sewing Machine Company in
Elizabeth, N. J., a plant now out on
strike against speedup (a speedup,
by the way, agreed to by the Stal-
inist leadership of the union several
years ago, and the company is now
throwing this fact back into the
same leadership’s face) issued the
following statement in a full-page
advertisement carried in all metro-
politan newspapers:

"We are sure that our workers are
more refreshed on Friday after a full
week's work than they are on Monday
at the start of the work week AFTER
ONE OF OUR TRADITIONAL AMERI-
CAN WEEK-ENDS." :

.The company further goes on to
state that the incentive plan meets
with the full approval of many
workers on standards since they
have been producing at a capacity
of 140 per cent efficiency.

But the fatigue “angle” and the
greater take-home pay propaganda
is slowly being exposed for the

phony argument that it is. No one’

can deny that a greater expenditure
of ‘énergy is required when speedup
takes place. Anyone who has ever
worked on a Ford, Chrysler or GM
assembly line knows the depth of
fatigue experienced after the day's
work is through.

But the speedup cannot be benlen'

if fought only on humanitarian
grounds. LABOR MUST CHALLENGE
THE RIGHT OF FREE ENTERPRISE TO
ESTABLISH A PRODUCTION STAND-
ARDS AND INCENTIVE PLANS AND
TAKE THIS RIGHT FOR ITSELF.

UAW's Militant Pollcy-

(Con(.ixllled from page 1)

in the CIO would undermine the
leading role of the UAW.

All the delegates from Detroit
know or should know about the fran-
tic efforts that have been made in
recent months to quell movements
WITHIN the Reuther caucus by
staunch Reuther supporters designed
to freshen up the leadership by re-
moving some of the less competent
or qualified regional directors. A ton
of bricks fell on the pro-Reuther
forces at Chrysler Local 7 when they
ran for the convention on an anti-
Matthews program.: Briggs 212, Local
15, and other.East Side Detroit local
leaderships which are in Reuther's
corner, but want BETTER leadership
at the top level, also have been get-
ting heavy pressure.

Actually what is involved is not
this or that individual, but the right
and duty of the ranks to make im-
provements in the leadership, as
they have been doing for years.
What is involved is the preservation
of the democratic tradition of the
UAW, the fact that the ranks have
been able to make changes.

Today it is ONLY the personal in-
tervenion of Walter Reuther that is
saving or may save the scalps of
some of the regional directors who,
everyone knows, can be replaced by
better leaders who will fight more
consistently and understandingly for
Reuther’s program as outlined in
his many speeches in the past three
years.

- What has happened in the pre-
convention diseussion in local unions
is a resurgence of the terrible fac-
tional atmosphere that marked the
Reuther-Addes-CP  fight, only this
time the violent antagonism has been
against any critic, even those pro-
Reuther supporters who differ on
this or that point.

HOW WILL THEY FIGHT?

Has official CIO policy been ade-
quate in meeting the problems of the
day? That is what must be decided
by every militant who  supported
Reuther in the hope of finding a new,
a better way out of the difficulties of
the labor movement.

The CIO | leadership, including
Reuther, has mapped out its de-

mands for the 1949 contract negotia«
tions: wage increases, pension plans,

health insurance. Every.one of these -

demands is excellent. But that is not
the decisive question. The question
that is posed today is: How do you
propose to fight for these demands?

The employers in every case have
so far turned down all demands with

a blanket No. Why was the Ford.

strike abandoned and not turned in-
to the big strike of 1949 for all the
demands of the auto workers? When
Reuther consulted " in Pittsburgh
with - Murray, the answer to this
question could probably have been
overheard. _

The union leadership today ‘is
afraid to embark upon a militant
strike policy because they are afraid
of antagonizing their faint-hearted

-friends in Washington. They fear that

the great "friends of laber” in Con-
gress would desert them whcn the
chips are down. 4

‘And where is Reuther's balance
sheet of the results of GIO election
policy? What happened to the reso-
lution for a “new political realign-
ment”? What will be proposed to the
convention is a caréfully worded
statement ‘of policy -which empha-
sizes building labor’s own political
machine ‘on a grass-roots level. Such
a machine is an admirable objective.
But shall it be used to continue to
support Democrats and Republicans,
or shall it be used to run independ-
ent labor candidates agamst both
capitalist parties?

The 81st Congress tells the story.
Whadt a sorry sight the “friends of
labor” present! The Taft-Hartley
law is still on the books! But worse:
all the proposals tochange it ad-
vanced by labor’s great friends are
only modifications which retain its
essential antl-labur spirit.

. PROBLEM IS NOT FINANCIAI.

But g1l these probléems Reuther
casts aside. He is content with solidi-
fying his own personal position by
compromising with the right wing.
And Emil Mazey, who has always
been known as the proponent of a

‘Labor -Party and as a-real militdnt

is facilitating this compromige by
his own silence. ‘

The problems of the unlon ure nol’-

financial, to be solved by an increase
in dues. The union must change Its
course. Every militant would be ready
to pay more money ‘to his union to
support strikes for the 1949 demands,
or to launch a new political organi-
zation. But that is not what is being
proposed.

The Reuther leadership, in par-

ticular its conservative wing, feels
emboldened by lack of opposition.

. However, they may find it conveni-

ent to exaggerate the danger of the
Communist Party in order to keep
their own people in line. But it re-
mains to be seen how far they can
succeed in their bureaucratic manip-
ulations.

Can they get their blank-check in-
crease in dues? Can they palm-off
two-year conventions? Can they
“strengthen” the constitution by
making inroads into local union au-
tonomy and by putting “sleepers”
into the constitution which will then
give the International board greater
powers over the rank and file? Can
the “boys” resist all rumblings of
rank-and-file dissatisfaction and de-
mands for an improved leadership?
Can they simply and peacefully re-
clect themselves?

It all depends upon the militants,
especially upon those inside the Reu-
ther caucus who have put Reuther

in the'lcadershlp because they want
a more democratic union, a more
militant one, one which shows the
lead to the whole country.

FIGHT LOOMING

What these militants can do was
proven in the recent Ford strike,
which was called despite Reuther
and which was led by pro-Reuther-
ite local leaders. By militant action
they forced Reuther to come out in

' support of their strike despite his

vacillations. They compelled him,
even if only for a moment, to resume
his radical talk. But préssure from
Murray and the conservatives
swung him back in line.

A fight is beginning within the
Reuther tendency between those who
take his radical speeches seriously
and want them carrled out in prac-
tice, and those who want a docile
union safe for “porkchoppers.” The
struggle to remove some of the re-
gional directors, like. Norman Mat-
thews, is not merely a struggle for
"jobs." It is part of the fight to keep
the UAW on the path of militancy and
democracy.

The question is not whether the
fight against the conservatives will
take place in the next period. It is:
to what extent will it actually break
out into the open at this convention?
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